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EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Going back to copper 
for arthritis

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Sometimes you had to 
look twice. The people that 
you usually see around 
town, in whatever setting, 

looked just a bit different.
In my business you see 

people in suits, or medical 
scrubs, or the crimson 
and black of Bloodhounds 

sports and the blue and 
white of Holy Trinity 
Catholic.

But this past week they 
were in plaid and I had 
to do double takes to say 
“Hello”. I’ve never been any 
sort of cowboy and I think 
I owned a cowboy hat once 
as a kid when it came with 
the plastic guns and hand-
cuffs all cellophaned in a 
package that hung from a 
K-mart peg rack.

The 71st annual Tri-State 
Rodeo wrapped yesterday 
with a big crowd - on dry 
bleachers - complete with 
the skyfall of Bobby Reid. 
Due to this Gordon fella 
sitting over the central 

plains for about four days, 
rain kept Reid from his 
appointed delivery of the 
American Flag from the 
skies above C.E. “Eddie” 
Richards Arena, but Satur-
day he got the jump. And I 
got the picture.

 The day started with 
the annual Rodeo Pa-
rade that ran for a good 
two hours, down Avenue 
G and through historic 
downtown Fort Madison. 
I stumbled upon a family 
from Colorado where two 
of the youngest were snug-
gled up under a blanket 
with cowboy hats on next 

Bobby Reid gets a lift from the Cervi rodeo staff after jumping into the stadium Saturday at the 
Tri-State Rodeo, from the skies above C.E. “Eddie” Richards Arena. Below, Beck and Jace 
Dunkins from Glenwoods, Colo., wink and wave to passersby at the Rodeo Parade in Fort 
Madison Saturday morning.

After the mud - A look back at the 2018 rodeo

See RODEO, page 8

When I was a kid my father ran a gas station in 
Monroe. I loved “helping” my father with his business. 
I swept the floor and washed windshields—albeit I had 
to stand on a five-gallon bucket in order to reach the 
windshields. Mostly, I drank pop and ate Cherry Mesh 
candy bars.

Farmers would come into the gas station, sit down in 
the chairs and empty grain out of the cuffs of their bib 
overalls, which I would then sweep up. One old farmer, 
I noticed, had a thick strand of copper wire around his 
wrist. It was crudely fashioned, probably with the use of 
pliers he carried in the side pocket of his bibs. I wished I 
had pair of pliers like that. Being a nosy kid, I asked the 
farmer what the copper wire was for. He told me he had 
arthritis in his fingers and the copper relieved the pain. 
He held his hand out in front of me, flexed his fingers, 
then spread them apart in a fan formation. His fingers 
were bent and gnarled, and fit together in an “S” pattern. 
They did indeed look painful. I doubted whether the 
copper had any real effect.

Fast forward to today when I was having my annual 
check-up. The doctor asked if there were any problems. 
I had prepared for this question and told the doctor that 
my left elbow hurt. He checked my elbow, applying pres-
sure here and there, and told me to get an elastic bandage 
or a copper bracelet. I couldn’t believe he was telling me 
this. My mind flew back sixty years to the farmer and his 
copper wire.

When Ginnie and I were in Colorado this summer, 
we ran across a roadside jewelry stand. My elbow was 
acting up that day, probably from the altitude. Figuring 
it wouldn’t hurt to ask, I inquired if the vendor had any 
copper bracelets. His eyes lit up as he pointed to a case of 
rather attractive silver and copper Navajo jewelry. I liked 
the looks of this jewelry immediately. He pulled out a 
couple of bracelets and asked, “Got arthritis?”

“As a matter of fact, I do,” I told him. “My doctor actu-
ally prescribed copper as a pain reliever.”

Knowing he had me, the vendor said, “Oh, yes. It’s 
been known for years that copper reduces pain. No one 
knows for sure why, and it might be psychological. But if 
it works, who cares?”

See SWARM, page 4
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From small repairs to major diagnostics...We service all makes & models!
experience the diFFerence

SPIN TO WIN 
Save a little extra, earn a little more 
when you spin the wheel at Griffins 

with every visit you make now 
through September 30th, 2018. 

 Like us on Facebook!

WHY CHOOSE US?

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Excludes tires and batteries.
Cannot combine with any other

offers. One time use. Valid for
a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

DIFM-20974184 US

Improve gas mileage, protect engine parts and prolong 
the life of your vehicle with routine maintenance. 
Ask your service advisor for details.

September 1 - October 31, 2018
Visit technetprofessional.com for promotion details.
*Get $10 in the form of a TECHNET Professional Visa® Prepaid Card by mail with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest® oil filter and air filter with oil change service OR 
get a $15 Visa prepaid card with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest oil filter, air filter and cabin air filter with oil change service. Offer valid September 1, 2018 through 
October 31, 2018. Maximum rebate is $15 per vehicle. Restrictions apply. Void where prohibited. Offer may not be combined with any other discount, offer or rebate. Participating 
locations only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit 
cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at midnight EST the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.

by mail with purchase and  
installation of qualifying filters 
with oil change service.

Ask for details.

$15*

 GET
 UP TO 

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE & 
INSTALLATION OF QUALIFYING 
FILTERS WITH OIL CHANGE SERVICE.

Rebate ends October 31st, 2018
See store for more details.

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

Custom Exhaust Work
 with Over 35 Years 

Experience!
From 1927 Fords to 2019 Dodges

& Everything in between!

Industry 
Accredited, Dependale 

& Friendly Staff
ASE

Certified Technicians
Text reminders 

& updates
6 Mos. Same As Cash

Up-To-Date 
Equipment

Clean, comfortable
waiting room with 

FREE WIFI

Online Scheduling & 
Digitial Inspection 

Reports

Earn credit with
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card*

Honest & Reliable 
Service

Customer Referral
 Program

Free Pick Up & 
Delivery in Ft. Madison

Ask Patty* Female 
Friendly Certified

INTRODUCING:
36 months/36,000 miles

PARTS & LABOR 
Nationwide Warranty

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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CURRENT-LEE

North Lee County Relay for Life
Please note the date change from Sept. 29 to Sept. 14. The event will begin at 5 

p.m. at the Fort Madison High School track and will conclude with closing ceremo-
nies at 10:30 p.m. Visit the Relay Facebook page here at https://www.facebook.com/
RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/?ref=bookmarks

Fort Madison Depot Farmer’s Market
Every Monday local vendors have farmer’s market options available at the Old 

Santa Fe Depot on the Riverfront in Fort Madison. The farmer’s market runs every 
Monday until Oct. 8 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the parking lot west of the depot.

Veteran’s Breakfast at Sunnybrook
Each month on the third Tuesday of the month, Sunnybrook Assisted Living hosts 

a Veteran’s Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at 5025 River Valley Road in Fort Madi-
son.

Chamber Ladies Golf Outing
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s Ladies only golf outing will be held 

Sept. 21 at Sheaffer Golf Course. To register email the chamber at chamber@fort-
madison.com

FMHS Marching Band Classic
The Fort Madison High School’s annual Marching Band Classic will take place 

at Richmond Stadium on Sept. 15. Schools from around the area will be in town to 
compete on their musical and on-field performances. The Fort Madison High School 
Marching Bloodhounds will also perform an exhibition during the day’s events.

United Way Fundraiser
The United Way of the Great River Region will be holding a chicken dinner fund-

raiser at Charleston Board of Trade on Sept. 16 from 4-7 p.m. Tickets are available 
at the United Way offices in Keokuk and Fort Madison at $10 for adults and $6 for 
children 12 and under.

Corporate Games
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce Corporate Games will be held Oct. 5. 

This fun and competitive afternoon pits local manufacturing and industry teams 
against each other in a battle of wits and skills at the Baxter Sports Complex.

FM Partners Ghost Hunt
The Fort Madison Partners are sponsoring a Ghost Hunt on Oct. 26-27 with Iowa 

Paranormal conducting investigations at some of the most haunted homes west of 
the Mississippi. For more information or tickets contact the Partners office at 319-
372-5471.

At far left, the 
“hammer” chas-
es the pallet as 
part of the Fort 
Madison Pal-
let Company’s 
entry into Sat-
urday’s Rodeo 
Parade. At left 
Cyndee Wenke 
of Fort Madison 
leads the Silver 
Senior Steppers 
in some pre-ro-
deo dance num-
bers on Main 
Street.

https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeofNorthLeeCounty/?ref=bookmarks
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
mailto:chamber@fortmadison.com
http://www.fmchosp.com
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Area News/Opinion

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

 9/8 MID-DAY
1 7 4

9/8 EVENING
2 4 7

 9/8 MID-DAY
8 2 1 3

9/8 EVENING
9 3 2 2

 9/8
3 13 20 32 33
Powerball: 21
Power Play: 3

 9/8
4 11 34 50 52 

Star Ball: 8
All Star Bonus: 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

United Way/RSVP holding 
food drive for local pantries

Submitted article
LEE COUNTY - RSVP/United Way of the Great River Region is hosting a food 

drive on Sept. 11th in observance of National Day of Service of Remembrance.
Food donations can be dropped off in Keokuk at 511 Blondeau Street (United 

Way) or in Fort Madison at 3421 Avenue L (Resource Center)
The donations will go to the Food Bank of Iowa to help support the local Mobile 

Food Pantry’s held in Keokuk and Fort Madison.
United Way of the Great River Region supports non-profit organizations and 

agencies that provide programs addressing needs in health, education and financial 
stability to residents in Clark, Hancock, and Lee Counties.  All donations are tax-de-
ductible.

He slipped a copper and silver bracelet 
onto my wrist. I really liked the looks of it.

“If it turns your skin green,” the vendor 
continued, “don’t wash it off. It just indi-
cates that the healing quality of the copper 
is working its way into your skin.”

I reached for my credit card. Ginnie 
pulled hers out first and said, “You’ve got 
a birthday coming up. My treat.”

That was in July. It is now September 
and I’m glad to report that the pain in 
my left elbow, after wearing the copper 
bracelet continuously is, and I’m going to 
go out on a limb here (get it?), reduced by 
75%. Psychological or not, the pain has 
lessened to a tolerable level—not gone 

completely, mind you, but minimized 
considerably. Yes, my wrist is a little 
green, but I can carry a bucket of water 
out to the chickens with the left arm and 
not have to switch arms half way there.

Simply amazing—no expensive arthri-
tis medication, no elastic bandage, just 
a good old-fashioned home remedy. By 
the way, when I wear bib overalls, I carry 
a pair of pliers in the side pocket. Ginnie 
has to rescue them from the dryer.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt 
Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or 
find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Copper bracelet is effective 
arthritis home remedy

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com


TRANS-IOWA EQUIP-
MENT, PEDAL ACCELER-
ATOR ....................... 518.97
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
BELT ........................ 196.77
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, 
MONTHLY FEE
.................................... 252.5
ULTRAMAX, AMMUNI-
TION ..................... 2,318.00
UPS, SHIPPING ........ 22.34
USA BLUE BOOK, BAT-
TERY & LIFT SLING
............................... 3,010.40
UTILITY EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY, PIPE
............................... 2,453.00
VESSCO INC., FLEX CAP 
REPLACEMENT
.................................... 123.9
VULCAN, SPARE PARTS
.................................... 434.2
W L MILLER COMPANY, 
YEARLY SEAL COATING
........................... 121,149.48
WALMAN OPTICAL, 
SAFETY GLASSES
.................................. 115.95
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
............................. 12,648.12
WINDSTREAM, PHONE 
SERVICE ................... 49.65
TOTAL .............. 322,506.95
GENERAL ........... 17163.98
SPECIAL REVENUS
................................ 1527.47
ROAD USE .......... 18635.34
CAPITAL PROJECTS
............................ 213112.67
WATER ................ 49922.65
WASTEWATER
.............................. 21455.59
SOLID WASTE........ 547.95
AIRPORT ................. 140.78
STORM WATER .......... 0.52

TOTAL ............... 322506.95
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Classifieds/Public Notices

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We are expanding…
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operators – 3069
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment
-1st and 2nd shift rotation openings
-3rd shift openings 

Yard Tractor Operator – 3080
-Qualifications: forklift experience, current or previous 
CDL preferred
-3rd shift opening

We are now hiring additional staff to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Flexible Schedules  
Competitive Wages  
Excellent Benefits 

Contact us or drop in to fill out an application at: 
Mobile Nursing Services, Ltd. 

705 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627   
Email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com 

Use your unique  
skills to help 

 others one-on-one! 

Now Hiring 
In Fort Madison & Keokuk Area 

RN Case Manager, LPNs,  & Aides  

If you are self motivated. 
Join our team.  

Serving the area since 
1984. 

the classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

9/4/2018
The Fort Madison City 

Council met in regular 
session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday,

September 4, 2018, at City 
Hall, 811 Avenue E. Mayor 
Randolph presided with

Council Members Green-
wald, Morawitz, Lair and 
Cangas present. Council 
Members

Rink, Andrews, Mohrfeld 
were absent.

On motion, Council 
approved the agenda as 
written. On motion, Council 
approved the

Consent Agenda: Min-
utes of 8/21/2018; Payment 
of Claims; New-Five Day 
Liquor

License for Mexican Fies-
ta, effective 9/13/2018; and 
Liquor License Renewals: 
Casey’s

#2023, 1208 Avenue H, 
effective 10/28/2018 and 
Fort Madison Fast Break, 

5002
Avenue O, effective 

9/20/2018.
On motion, Council 

approved Resolution No. 
2018-49, approving the 
2017-18 Street

Finance Report. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2018-50, 
accepting the Plat

of Survey and waiving 
subdivision requirements 
(Title 11 – Subdivision Reg-
ulations) for

Barbara Mansheim for 
property located east of 
2774- 210th Street

On motion, Council 
approved a contribution of 
$1,000 to the Mexican Fies-
ta to be paid

from the City Council’s 
contingency account.

At 5:48 P.M. on motion, 
Council adjourned until 
September 18, 2018, at 5:30 
P.M.

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

PROCEEDINGS - FORT MADISON CITY COUNCIL – 9/4/2018 

The Fort Madison City Council met in regular session at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, 
September 4, 2018, at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. Mayor Randolph presided with 
Council Members Greenwald, Morawitz, Lair and Cangas present. Council Members 
Rink, Andrews, Mohrfeld were absent. 

On motion, Council approved the agenda as written.  On motion, Council approved the 
Consent Agenda:  Minutes of 8/21/2018; Payment of Claims; New-Five Day Liquor 
License for Mexican Fiesta, effective 9/13/2018; and Liquor License Renewals:  Casey’s 
#2023, 1208 Avenue H, effective 10/28/2018 and Fort Madison Fast Break, 5002 
Avenue O, effective 9/20/2018. 

On motion, Council approved Resolution No. 2018-49, approving the 2017-18 Street 
Finance Report.  On motion, Council adopted Resolution No. 2018-50, accepting the Plat 
of Survey and waiving subdivision requirements (Title 11 – Subdivision Regulations) for 
Barbara Mansheim for property located east of 2774- 210th Street 

On motion, Council approved a contribution of $1,000 to the Mexican Fiesta to be paid 
from the City Council’s contingency account. 

At 5:48 P.M. on motion, Council adjourned until September 18, 2018, at 5:30 P.M. 

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, Mayor 

ATTEST:  /s/ Melinda L. Blind, City Clerk 

Not allow

EXPENDITURES REVENUES 8/16-8/31/2018

General $ 17,163.98 General $   11,247.90

Special Rev.   1,668.25 Sp. Rev. Funds 573,645.04

Road Use  18,635.34 Road Use 167,093.44

Capital 213,112.67 Debt 808.01

Water  49,922.65 Capital 9,530.54

Sewer  21,455.59 Water 335,501.31

Solid Waste/IW     547.95 Sewer 498,352.60

SW Utility       0.52 Solid Waste/IW 66,270.16

$322,506.95 SW Utility 18,353.45

$1,680,802.45

PAYROLL 8/31/2018

General $144,978.22

Spec. Revenues 6,306.25

Road Use 21,382.30

Water 21,671.15

Sewer 32,804.46

Solid Waste 9,099.84

Airport 486.54

Storm Water 2,795.62

$239,524.38

CLAIMS - 9/4/2018
ACCESS SYSTEMS LEAS-
ING, COPIER USAGE .......
911.44
ALTORFER MACHINERY 
CO., SENDER & SWITCH 
5,859.39
AMERICANA SOUVE-
NIRS AND GI, RESALE 
ITEMS........................ 236.7
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, SHOP TOW-
ELS .......................... 542.34
BAKER & TAYLOR, RE-
SALE ITEMS........... 264.59
BEACH & ENKE TRUCK-
ING, ROAD STONE
.................................. 263.31
BROWN SUPPLY CO. 
INC., COUPLINGS & 
CLAMPS............... 2,285.00
BURLINGTON MUNI WA-

TER, BACTERIA TEST-
ING ............................... 221
CENTURY LINK, PHONE 
LINE ........................ 124.75
CITYSOURCED, INC, 
SUBSCRIPTION

............................... 3,600.00
CORE & MAIN LP, COU-
PLINGS................. 6,448.87
CRAZY CROW TRADING 
POST, RESALE ITEMS
.................................. 546.18
DARE IOWA, INC, 
TRAINING ................... 200
DFI TOTAL BUSINESS 
SOLUTIO, WATER BILLS
............................... 2,236.20
DIAMOND VOGEL PAINT 
CO., PAINT ................... 793
DOUDS STONE, LLC, 
CLEAN STONE
............................... 3,900.78
DPC ENTERPRISES, L.P., 
CHLORINE ............. 971.25
ED ROEHR SAFETY 
PRODUCTS, UNIFORMS
............................... 1,088.70
ELECTRONIC APPLICA-
TIONS, RADIO REPAIR
.................................. 736.64
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, RV PARK ....... 31.92
GALL’S, AN ARAMARK 
COMPANY, ZIPPER .... 125
GARNER FOODS, FUEL
.................................. 631.47
GLOBAL EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY, 25 GALLON 
RUBBERMAID ....... 230.03
GRAINGER, CABLE 
CONNECTOR .............. 135
GRAY QUARRIES, INC, 
STABALIZER BASE
............................... 2,607.57
HACH CHEMICAL CO., 
CHEMICALS .......... 747.54
HELLING, JEFF, SAFETY 
SHOE RIEMB .............. 175
HENNIGAR CONSTRUC-
TION, WATER MAIN 
REPAIR ................. 3,586.00
HOENIG TREE SERVICE 
INC, REMOVE TREE
............................... 3,200.00
HONADEL, KENNETH, 
CLOTHING REIMB ... 29.7
HOWARD R GREEN 
COMPANY, 7TH STR CSO 
- PROF FEES
............................... 2,923.34
HUFFMAN WELDING & 
MACHINE, HOSE HANG-
ER ............................ 545.93
IDEAL READY MIX, FILL 
SAND .................... 8,644.64
IOWA BRIDGE & CUL-
VERT, PAY EST #3 - DRY 
CREEK ............... 84,760.00
IOWA MUNICIPAL 
WORKERS, WORK COMP 
INS #3 ................... 3,643.00
IOWA ONE CALL, LO-
CATES ....................... 114.8
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-

UE HARDWARE, ITEMS; 
REPAIR & MIS
............................... 1,819.84
KIRKWOOD COMM. 
COLLEGE, TRAINING
....................................... 950
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TARGETS, TARGETS
.................................... 236.4
LEE COUNTY RECORD-
ER, RECORDING FEES
......................................... 96
LEE COUNTY TREASUR-
ER, TAXES FOR FULL 
YEAR ............................ 708
LISA WELLMAN, ADOPT 
A GARDEN ............... 22.44
LYNCH DALLAS P.C., 
PROFESSIONAL FEES
............................... 3,015.50
MCFARLAND, JANITORI-
AL SUPPLIES ......... 167.66
MUNICIPAL EMERGEN-
CY SERVICE, UNIFORMS 
553.08
MID AMERICAN ENER-
GY CO., HEATING
.................................. 199.36
MIDLAND SCIENTIFIC 
INC., LAB SUPPLIES
...................................... 66.4
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 
SCREEN, CLOTHING
....................................... 102
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 
COMPANY, VALVES
............................... 4,220.00
MYERS LOCK & KEY, 
REPAIR DOOR LOCK
......................................... 50
PROCESS SOLUTIONS, 
CHEMICALS ....... 6,653.10
QUILL CORPORATION, 
OFFICE SUPPLIES
.................................... 46.95
RAINBO OIL COMPANY, 
OIL ........................... 163.77
REPLICAS BY PARRIS, 
RESALE ITEMS ..... 317.76
ROBERT N. JOHNSON III, 
SUBSIDY .............. 2,767.19
SENSAPHONE, RENEW-
AL ................................. 240
SHOPKO, JUMP DRIVE
.................................... 19.99
SILGAN, REIMB FOR 
FLOW METER ..... 9,870.00
STAPLES, OFFICE SUP-
PLIES ....................... 274.63
SUNNYBROOK, ADOPT A 
GARDEN ................... 71.07
TESTAMERICA INC., 
TESTING ................. 191.55
THACHER TREE CARE, 
REMOVE TREES
............................... 2,850.00
TIM’S REPAIR SHOP, OIL 
179.9

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Place 
your ad
online 

24/7

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=RN%20Case%20Manager%2C%20LPNs%2C%20Aides%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm
IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)
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Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $2500
2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 10 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 68.3º F | Low – 51.8º F

TUE 11 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 75.3º F | Low – 60.9º F

WED 12 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 76.2º F | Low – 58.7º F

THU 13 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 80.1º F | Low – 64.1º F

FRI 14 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 82.8º F | Low – 71.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

MEXICAN FIESTA
97th Annual

Ft. Madison

Join us on Facebook For more details

sept. 14th & 15th

8pm - midnight 
both nights!

Traditional Mexican Dancing
Food Vendors - Open at 11am

(Homemade Mexican Food)

Beer Tent      Mariachi Band

Kid’s Day: Saturday 3-5 pm
Games, face painting,

cotton candy, dancing and more!

Exhibition
11:40 a.m. - Fort Madison Middle School
Class 1A/2A
Noon - Cardinal, Eldon
12:20 p.m. - Springville
12:40 p.m. - West Burlington
1 p.m. - Central Lee
1:20 p.m. - Mediapolis
1:40 p.m. - Wapello
Class 3A
2 p.m. - Centerville
2:20 p.m. - West Liberty
2:40 p.m. - Washington
Class 4A
3 p.m. - Ottumwa
3:20 p.m. - Davenport
Exhibition
3:40 p.m. - Fort Madison
4 p.m. - Awards

FMMS Opening perFOrMance 
@ 12p.M.

14 Marching BandS perFOrMing

FMhS exhiBitiOn perFOrMance 
@ 3:40p.M. 

StudentS & SeniOrS - $5
adultS - $8

FMMS pie ShOppe
(Single SliceS & whOle pieS)

Full cOnceSSiOn StandS

15th Annual

Saturday, Sept. 15th

Band Classic

Gates open at 11am

Come cheer on your 
Favorite Band!

RSVP/United Way is searching for volunteers to volunteer their time at 
the following locations: Richardson Elementary & Lincoln Elementary in 
Fort Madison, Central Lee Elementary in Donnellson, and Hawthorne 
Elementary in Keokuk.

Do you love to read?
Do you want to see kids succeed in school?

Join our efforts to improve literacy in your community.

If interested in volunteering, please contact:
Keokuk

Sue at 319-524-4504
vc@unitedwaygrr.org

Fort Madison & Central Lee
Tammy at 319-372-8043
rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org
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to the recently added corn stalks along Main Street.
Beck and Jace Dunkins, from Glenwoods, Colo., were 

visiting with their parents and grandparents Randy and 
Bev Schiller, who now live in Basalt, Colorado.

Bev and Randy grew up in Fort Madison and wanted 
to bring their grandchildren back for their first rodeo.

 “We used to go to the rodeo every day when we were 
little kids,” Bev said. “I remember when Fess Parker used 
to be out here and he would stay and walk the grounds 
every night.”

She was referring to the Fess Parker, of Davy Crockett 
fame. For those to young to remember when television 
was black and white and came in box the size of a cedar 
chest with the screen the size of today’s microwaves.

Bev said the kids went to the Thursday night rodeo, 
and even though it was a little wet, they had a magnifi-
cent time and may make it annual trek.

Both Jace and Beck said their favorite moment was 
the family of horses that get introduced at the end of the 
rodeo.

Talk of the Friday Fort Madison Bloodhounds football 
game dominated conversations along the sidewalks as 
the Silver Senior Steppers danced in the street across 
from??? the Newberry Center waving hand-held flags.

For the first time this year, members of the Cervi 
Championship Rodeo team and Josh Denning, in his 
third and final year as General Chairman for the Rodeo, 
brought a group of younger horses from the Cervi brand, 
down Main Street leading the parade behind the Honor 
Guard. It was the first time that had been done at the 

rodeo. If you weren’t at the Lil’ Spurs Rodeo Monday, you 
may not have known that.

A ramped up pack of band geeks in front of Dodd 
Printing & Stationery jumped up and down calling for 
“MUUUUUSIIIIC!” and waved large yellow score cards 
with “10”printed on them as the Bloodhound Marching 
Band, the Fort Madison Middle School Band, and bands 
from Quincy and Central Lee moved down the street. It 
wasn’t hard to see why that group got a band to stop in 
front of them and put on a show.

“Shoeloose” the clown, a.k.a. Gregg Brockman, tooled 
around on his retro-scooter high-fiving kids and encir-
cling parade entrants.

Back out at the arena Saturday night reminded me of 
the Orca shows at the bigger zoos. All the fans in the 
front two or three rows had plastic tarps or ponchos or 
raincoats to keep mud flying from racing livestock from 
getting on their faces. Some just didn’t care. It was a 
rodeo.

Heather Postin and Sara Bay sat in the front of section 
550...in the front with just a couple of Coors Lights on 
the wall from blocking a few of the splatters. I was shoot-
ing the steer wrestling and turned to see these two girls 
almost begging for more.

Postin said they were from Cuba, Illinois, but her 
mother is from Fort Madison and was actually working 
the rodeo. Bay was celebrating her birthday...with mud 
on her face at the rodeo.

After Master of Ceremony’s Boyd Polhamus, brought 
the curtain down on the rodeo, crews went to work on 
getting the stage ready for Jake Owens, the final act of the 
year. Fans gathered near the grounds entry gates around 
the stadium to run out into, what can only be described 
as about six inches of wet mud, to get a good place to 
“sink” and watch the show.

About 15 minutes after the rodeo ended, the gates 
opened and people, almost beyond belief, went running 
onto the grounds kicking up the taupe mess that I think 
is best described as resembling wet concrete before it 
hardens. One person, I honestly couldn’t tell if it was a 
man or woman because they were covered in mud, biffed 
in the soppy mess on the way out. There’s no way...that 
wasn’t going to happen.

The crowd stuck around for the most part for the show, 
but most decided to stay in their seats to listen and watch 
the popular national country act. I had a Jack and Coke 
with some family and looked under the brims to say “Hi” 
to people I really just didn’t recognize.

Committee responded well to the week’s rainy days
RODEO - Continued from Page 1

Joy Main, of Fort Madison, gives the Quincy High School Marching band a 10 on Saturday 
morning outside Dodd Printing & Stationery.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmexicanfiesta2018/
https://sites.google.com/a/fmcsd.org/tracy-madsen/fmhs-band/marching-band
http://IWitnessBullying.org
https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
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