
PCC STAFF

DES MOINES – A 
group of 76 Iowa hospi-
tal trustees and 14 Iowa 
hospital boards from 
across the state were 
honored April 26 at the 
Iowa Hospital Asso-
ciation (IHA) Trustee 
Recognition Ceremony 
at the Embassy Suites 
Downtown in Des 
Moines. The event was 
held in conjunction with 
an annual IHA education 
conference for hospital 
trustees and governing 
boards.

“We are very fortunate 
to have such a dedicat-
ed group of Trustees as 
part of the FMCH team. 
Their commitment to the 
success of our hospital is 
highly commendable and 
greatly appreciated,” ex-
pressed Jeremy Alexan-
der, FMCH CEO. “They 
freely lend their time and 
expertise to improving 
health care in Southeast 

Iowa.”
The FMCH Board of 

Trustees had 100% par-
ticipation in the certifi-
cation process gaining 
them 3-Star status. The 
FMCH Board of Trustees 
is made up of the follow-

ing volunteer community 
members: Ann Menke, 
President; Dave Poland, 
President-Elect; Deanna 
Barr, Past President; John 
McKillip, Vicki Stephen-
son, JoAnn Lampe and 
Neal Dodd.

This IHA Hospital 
Board Certification 
program provides a 
framework for hospital 
trustees and governing 
boards to demonstrate 
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Sewer rate bump gets second look
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – City officials want to take anoth-
er look at how proposed sewer rates will be increased 
on city residents.

At Tuesday’s regular City Council meeting, city offi-
cials were originally set to take action on an increasing 
the rates, but after a feisty unrelated start to the meet-
ing, Mayor Brad Randolph moved the agenda item to a 
discussion-only item.

The meeting started with a little heat when Ran-
dolph addressed a previous meeting’s concern from 

Todd Oetken, a citizen who addressed the council two 
weeks ago asking for the termination of several police 
officers alleging they violated his rights by forcing him 
off government property, specifically Iowa State Prison 
property.

Randolph told Oetken, who was in attendance again 
Tuesday, that the issue was handled internally by city 
staff and because it was a personnel issue, wouldn’t be 
discussed in open session.

Oetken became heated, while two police officers 
stood in back of a full council chambers, and eventually 
stormed out hailing words at Randolph on the way out.

After he left, the council resumed the regular agenda, 
moving the sewer discussion to the end.

The city is proposing an increase put together by 
Driscoll, which would take an average consumer of 
4,500 gallons of sewer water, the monthly bill would 

increase from $45.98 per month to 
$52.05 per month, an increase of $6.07 
per month or 13.2%.

Driscoll said the increases are due to 
federally mandated sewer improvements. 
Bond payments on the city’s $15 million 
mandated waste water treatment plant 
start next year at about $1.3 million per 

year. Driscoll said the fund generates about $3 million 
per year, which won’t leave much left for maintenance 
and upkeep.

City Manager David Varley said a lot of things have 
come to ahead at once.

 “It’s been kind of been a perfect storm of sorts,” Var-
ley said. “We have an old sewer system we’ve got some 

See INCREASE, page 7

Meeting starts with upset 
citizen snapping at Randolph

DRISCOLL

FM YMCA to offer 
members after-hour 
facility use option

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Want that post Thanksgiving 
dinner workout? If you can get through the urban 
legend of the tryptophan-induced nappy feels, you can 
now hit the YMCA for a healthy workout.

Starting June 3, the Fort Madison YMCA will offer a 
24/7 option as part of their membership.

According to Executive Director Ryan Wilson, Y 
memberships will now offer a $5 voluntary add-on 
which will allow around-the-clock access to the facil-
ities wellness center, gymnasium, restrooms, weight 
room, downstairs aerobic center and water fountains.

The swimming pool, lockerrooms and saunas will be 
locked during non-regular hours, Wilson said

He said the idea has been on his radar for a while.
“Actually we started talking about this a couple years 

ago, but for a couple different reasons we didn’t go 
through with it,” Wilson said.

“The idea surfaced again this winter about how we 
could expand our offerings to the community and 
going 24 hours just made sense.”

He said the Hoerner YMCA in Keokuk also has 24-
hour access and conversations with that facility showed 

See SERVICE, page 7

From left to right; Shelby Burchett, COO, FMCH; Dave Poland; Neal 
Dodd; Vicki Stephenson; Ann Menke; John McKillip; Deanna Barr; and 
Jeremy Alexander, CEO, FMCH are pictured with an Iowa Hospitals 
Association certificate earlier this month.

Courtesy photo

FMCH board gets state certification

See FMCH, page 3
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For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

05/06/19 – 1:16 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a property accident in the 
2700 block Avenue I.
05/06/19 – 1:39 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 2100 block of Avenue C.
05/06/19 – 4:41 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 700 block of Avenue G.
05/06/19 – 5:38 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2000 block of 303rd Avenue.
05/07/19 – 9:26 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a hit and run in the 
1300 block of Avenue E.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

05/03/19 – 9:48 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident near the intersec-
tion of Hwy 218 and 180th 
Avenue. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven by 
Lisa Marie Osborn, 46, of 
Des Moines, pulled out in 
front of a vehicle driven by 
James Grady Howell, 18, 
of Fort Madison. Howell 
swerved to miss Osborn 
ramped a curb and struck 
an intersection stop sign 
causing disabling damager 
to Howell’s vehicle. Howell 
did not strike Osborn’s ve-
hicle. Osborn was cited for 
failure to yield upon entering 
a through highway and the 

accident remains under 
investigation. No injuries 
were reported at the scene.
05/03/19 – 12:53 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in the 2400 block 
of Hwy. 2. A vehicle driven 
by Julia Lee Pilcher, 52, 
of Donnellson attempted a 
U-turn on Hwy 2 from the 
north shoulder of the high-
way to check on someone 
laying in the grass south of 
Hwy. 2. Upon making the 
turn, Pilcher’s vehicle col-
lided with a vehicle driven 
by Moussa Dooso Bakari, 
39, of Columbia, Mo., who 
was headed westbound. 
No injuries were reported, 
and Pilcher was cited for 
failure to provide insurance.

05/03/19 – no time list-
ed – Lee County Sher-
iff’s deputies arrested a 
16-year-old male juvenile 
from Keokuk, in the 3400 
block of Argyle Road, on 
a charge of 2nd degree 
theft greater than $1,000 
but less than $10,000. He 
was held for placement.
05/04/19 – 5:49 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kurstin Joan 
Malone, 28, of Alexandria, 
Mo., in the 3500 block of 
Argyle Road, on a charge 
of violation of probation. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
05/04/19 – 9:26 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Matthew Wayne 
Land, 56, of Burlington, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a charge of contempt of 
court. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/06/19 – 3:05 a.m – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Rachel Denise 
Happs, 39, of Keokuk in the 
200 block of Main Street 
in Montrose, on a warrant 

for 4th-degree theft greater 
than $200, but less than 
$500. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/06/19 – 3:05 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Kenneth Lavern 
Soper, Jr., 39, of Keokuk, in 
the 200 block of Main Street 
in Montrose on a warrant 
for 4th-degree theft, greater 
than $200, but less than 
$500. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
05/06/19 – 7:30 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of Hwy. 61 and Carbide 
Lane in Keokuk. A vehicle 
driven by Carrol E. Cun-
ningham, 67, of Keokuk 
collided with a vehicle 
driven by Susan Louis 
Plenge, 55, of Kahoka, 
Mo. Plenge was stopped 
at the intersection head-
ed north and was struck 
from behind by Plenge. 
Plenge was cited for failure 
to maintain control.
05/06/19 – 10:47 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of Hwy. 61 and Henry Laydn 
Drive. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven by 
Steven Matthew Vermazen, 
22, of Donnellson, struck 
the back of the vehicle 
driven by Dustin Allen 
Cook, 38, while advancing 
towards the stop sign.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

05/03/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call, 
one false alarm, one 
smoke investigation
05/04/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to three medical calls.
05/05/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
one lift assist, one odor 
investigation and smoke 
detector activation.
05/06/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.

http://www.fmchosp.com


Pen City Current - Wednesday, May 8, 2019 - 3

Current-Lee/Scene Around Town

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

their individual and collective com-
mitment to their governance roles and 
responsibilities. Certification is made 
up of two components: education and 
governance best practices. Trustees 
who have met the certification require-
ments have completed 12 hours of 
health care-specific education over a 
two-year period and confirm individ-
ually and as a board that recognized 
governance best practices are being uti-
lized. Hospitals and health systems are 

also recognized as One, Two, or Three 
Star Boards depending on the percent-
age of board members certified.

Through this certification program, 
individual trustees and entire hospital 
boards show their community and its 
stakeholders including employers and 
businesses, lawmakers and hospital 
employees their commitment to serv-
ing in the best interests of the commu-
nity. More than 230 trustees and 22 
hospital boards are currently certified.

Mother’s and Father’s Day Craft
Fort Madison Public Library will host a Wacky Wednesday May, 8, from 3:30 p.m. to 

4:45 p.m. for youth ages 5-12 to make crafts for Mother’s and Father’s Day.

Salute to Small Business Breakfast
The Fort Madison Chamber’s annual Salute to Small Business breakfast will be held 

Thursday, May 9 at Quality Inn & Suites sponsored by Huffman Welding & Machine/Farm 
& Home beginning at 7:30 a.m. Contact that chamber at 372-5471.

LCHD children’s immunization clinic
The Lee County Health Department will be hosting a children’s immunization clinic on 

May 9, at the Trinity United Methodist Church from noon to 4:30 p.m. The clinic is open 
to children with no insurance, Medicaid or private insurance that doesn’t cover vaccines. 
Free lead testing is also available. Call 372-5225 for more information.

Senior Health Clinic
Lee County Health Department will host a senior Health Clinic at River Terrace in Ke-

okuk from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m..

Success through Service
A half-day leadership conference will be held at Quality Inn & Suites in Fort Madison 

on Friday, May 10th, with featured speakers Ann Menke of Menke & Co., Matt Morris, of 
Connection Bank, and Craig Smith of Sterzings.

Relay for Life Trivia Night
Rich Pickel Trivia and Lee County Bank’s Relay for Life team are hosting the Relay for 

Life Trivia Night Friday, May 10th at the Elks Lodge 719 Avenue F. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m., with trivia starting at 7 p.m. $10 per person or $80 per table. Contact Shauna Stuart at 
sstuart@leecountybank.com for more informations.

Barley Hops
The annual tasting event will be held May 17th from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Baxter Sports 

Complex. Pre-sale of glasses takes place Friday, May 10th from 5 to 8 p.m. at Buffalo61 Bar 
and Grille. Glasses are just $10

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE section in in-
crements of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Effective Jan. 1, 2019 non-profit organi-
zations are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To place your 
listing, call Chuck at (319)371.1670 or Lee at (319)371.4125.

CURRENT-LEE

Chuck Osmanski (PORT Committee member), back right, accepts the 
4th installment of a $2,500 pledge, from Kathy Osmanski.  The mem-
bers of Beta Sigma Phi pictured are (left to right seated):  Rhonda 
Pieper, Chris Walters, Diana Gosnell, and Jackie Schierbrock.

Courtesy photo

Trustees honored for volunteer service
FMCH - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:sstuart@leecountybank.com


4 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, May 8, 2019

Sports

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

Click this ad to register online!

BURLINGTON YOUTH 
TRIATHLON

Sunday, June 23, 2019
9am Race Start • Dankwardt Park Pool

Online registration at www.getmeregistered.com
More race info. at www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon

Distances based on age group
Age 7-8

Swim 50 yd.
Bike 1.7 mi.
Run 1/4 mi.

Age 9-11
Swim 100 yd.
Bike 3.3 mi.
Run 1/2 mi.

Age 12-14
Swim 200 yd.
Bike 4.9 mi.
Run 1 mi.

Register as an individual or a team!

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC Sports

FORT MADISON – For the second-consecutive game, 
Fort Madison keeper Josie Pumphrey recorded a shut 
out, this time blanking Mount Pleasant Tuesday night at 
Baxter Sport Complex.

It’s a good thing Pumphrey held the Panthers scoreless, 
as the Bloodhounds leaned on the defense for a 1-0 win, 
and continued to leave the door open for a potential 
share of the Southeast Conference crown with Mount 
Pleasant in the process

“Second place was the goal really,” Fort Madison Head 
Coach Sebastian Seifert said. “If we can take conference, 
great, but second place in the conference is our goal. 
We’ve gotten better each year, so second place would be 
the best we’ve ever done. This got us a step closer to that.”

Pumphrey wasn’t the only Bloodhound to keep a 
streak going into Tuesday’s rain and wind-filled contest. 
Sophomore Brandy Walker added another goal to her 
two-day total, bringing it to three goals in a 48-hour 
timeframe.

The goal came in the 20th minute when Maddy 
McVey kickstarted the Hound offense and helped find 
Walker on the left side of the field away from the Panther 
defense. Walker collected the pass and snaked her way 
into the box, sending the ball past the keeper and into 
the bottom right corner for what would be the deciding 
goal of the contest.

“I think she’s grown a lot,” Seifert said of Walker. “She 
played a couple games on offense last year as a freshman 
and scored a goal at Keokuk, so I kind of saw her as that 
tall forward who can muscle her way through and that’s 
been what’s happening.

“In a 1 vs. 1 chase, she can use her body and her 
strength to get past the defender and get it in the box. 
She can create that space and turn and shoot.”

In the 20th minute of the second half, Mount Pleasant 
was awarded a penalty kick after the officials called a foul 
on Alyssa Fincher. Mary West took the penalty shot for 
the Panthers, but Pumphrey was exactly where she need-
ed to be for the save. Just two minutes later the Hounds’ 
senior keeper was tested again by West, but recorded a 
goal saving dive to keep Mount Pleasant at zero.

With Fort Madison still holding the 1-0 lead late in the 

second half, Mount Pleasant needed points fast. Wheth-
er it be intentional or not, Mount Pleasant’s Ryann 
Davidson nearly tied the game in the 13th minute. After 
fielding the ball several feet in front of the midfield line, 
Davidson kicked a high arching shot towards the goal 
that fooled Pumphrey.

Pumphrey started to back pedal, but fell down. Luckily 
for her, her goalie instincts came into play as she threw 
out her hand and deflected the ball away for the save.

“It probably would have,” Pumphrey said when asked 

if she thought the ball would have went into the goal had 
she not got a glove on it. “I think it was a mis-kick hon-
estly. It was so high I just had to get back and I slipped.”

Just when it appeared the Bloodhounds were out of 
the woods, they were called for a handball with under 
30 seconds on the clock. Mount Pleasant was awarded 
a free kick on its own side of the field within scoring 
distance. By the time officials placed the ball and Apryl 
Simon lined up the shot for Mount Pleasant, there were 
just five seconds left on the clock.

Pumphrey registers back-to-back shutouts

Fort Madison’s Anna Kester (5) chases down the ball in the Lady Hounds’ 1-0 win over Mt. 
Pleasant Tuesday night at Baxter Sports Complex. 

Photo by Ethan Lillard/PCC

Walker finds only goal of 
match on run in 1st half

Fort Madison’s Brandy Walker looks for a seam as she moves the ball up the midfield in Tues-
day night’s 1-0 win over Mt. Pleasant. Fort Madison is now 7-4 on the year and in second place 
in the Southeast Conference.

Photo by Ethan Lillard/PCC

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.facebook.com/BurlingtonYouthTriathlon
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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406 Main Street 
Keokuk, IA  52632 

Ph: 319-524-1240 / 888-524-1240 
www.kruegerbrokerage.com 

 

Offering Complete Financial Services for Discounted Fees. 
“Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1986!” 

 
Securities offered through B.B. Graham & Co., Member FINRA/SIPC. 

Krueger Brokerage, Inc. and B.B. Graham & Co. are 
separate and otherwise unrelated companies. 

406 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632 • www.kruegerbrokerage.com
Ph: 319-524-1240 / 888-524-1240

Offering Complete Financial Services for Discounted Fees.
“Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1986!”

Securities offered through B.B. Graham & Co., Member FINRA/SIPC. Krueger Brokerage, Inc. 
and B.B. Graham & Co. are separate and otherwise unrelated companies.

319-372-6959

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design
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Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

PROFESSIONAL SERVICESBoys knock off 
Washington 
on the road

BY PCC STAFF

FAIRFIELD – Fort Madison’s boys soccer team pushed 
one step closer to the top of the Southeast conference 
Monday, defeating conference foe Washington on the 
Trojan’s home turf 2-0.

Both teams went scoreless in the first half, before 
Austin Sexton broke the scoreless drought less than two 
minutes into the second half for a 1-0 advantage.

Sexton set up Rueben Eid shortly after for the Blood-
hounds second goal of the game, as Fort Madison went 
on to win by the final score of 2-0, improving to 7-6 on 
the season and 5-2 in the conference.

Javier Trejo collected eight saves for Fort Madison to 
earn the clean sheet. The Bloodhounds are at Fairfield for 
their final conference game Thursday.

The Hounds are now 8-6 on the season and play host 
to Burlington Friday night at Baxter Sports Complex and 
have one five of their last six, sandwiched around a 1-2 
loss to Mt. Pleasant a week ago.

PCC STAFF

WEST POINT – The Holy Trinity Catholic girls soccer 
team is finding their groove as the regular season winds 
down.

HTC knocked off Canton, Mo., 5-1 on Monday night 
behind two second half goals from junior Elle Rashid. 
Rashid scored her first goal at the 22-minute mark of the 
second period and then took a crossing pass from sopho-
more Claire Pothitakis for a header into the net.

The Crusaders got the other three goals from Nicole 
Pothitakis, Claire Pothitakis and Taylor Boeding. Boeding 
led HTC with five of the squads 20 shots on goal on the 
night.

Head Coach Michael Sheerin said Taylor Crabtree was 
named player of the game, playing “with all the zest and 
vigor of a natural winger.” Crabtree led the team with 
three assists.

He credited Katie Scoville, and Eryn Anderson with 
keeping Canton’s offense off balance.

Junior Sam Pothitakis had saves in the match allowing 
just one goal.

The Crusaders are still playing without the services of 
seniors Elyse Pothitakis and Mya Lawlor, who suffered 
injuries in the Adidas Tournament of Champions 10 days 
ago in Burlington.

The Crusaders at 9-4 on the year and head into a big 
matchup with Burlington at Bracewell Stadium Thursday 
night. They then get a week off before hosting Fort Madi-
son at South Park in West Point on May 16th.

HTC girls move 
to 9-4 with win

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent
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Classifieds

 
Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 

 

When:  Thursday, December 13th 

9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 

2068 303rd Avenue 

Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 

Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 

Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

When:  Thursday, May 9th
  1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Location: Bagcraft Packaging
  2068 303rd Avenue
  Ft. Madison, IA 52627

OPEN INTERVIEWS
Starting wages

as high as $14/hr.

 
Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 
 

When:  Thursday, December 6th 
9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 
2068 303rd Avenue 
Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 
Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 
Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

OPEN INTERVIEWS 
 

When:  Thursday, December 6th 
9:00am – 4:00pm 

Location:   Bagcraft Packaging 
2068 303rd Avenue 
Ft. Madison, IA 52627 

 
Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available. 

 
Machine Operators:  Starting pay - $12-$14/hr. 

Material Handlers:  Starting pay - $12.50/hr. 
Packers:  Starting pay - $11/hr. 

 
Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental, 

vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan. 

Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available.

Machine Operators: Starting pay – $12-$14/hr.
Material Handlers: Starting pay – $12.50/hr.

Packers: Starting pay – $11/hr.

Mobile Nursing Services

NOW HIRING
RNs & LPNs
Burlington & 

Keokuk Areas
We are now hiring additional 
staff to meet the needs of our 

increased client base.

Flexible Schedules
Competitive Wages

PTO
Free Life Insurance

Apply at:
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison

or email
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

Office Space 
for Rent

Office / retail space avail-
able for rent at 1225 Avenue 
H Fort Madison. 875 square 
feet of open space. Ample 
parking, visible advertising 
sign, great location. Please 
inquire at 319-470-1384.

WE’RE 
HIRING

Holy Trinity Catholic is a 
growing, future ready school 
in Southeast Iowa. Holy Trin-
ity Catholic School seeks 
qualified, committed, and 
talented individuals for a va-
riety of positions that will al-
low them to fulfill their unique 
potential within the context of 
faith based education.

• Junior/Senior High School 
Administrator – full time posi-
tion that requires a Master’s 
in school administration, ex-
perience in curriculum plan-
ning desired.
• Junior/Senior High Math 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• Senior High School English 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• Senior High School Spanish 
Teacher - full time, degree 
and certification required
• TAG Teacher – 0.5 time, 
degree and certification re-
quired
• Upper Elementary Music 
Teacher – 0.4 time, degree 
and certification required
• Business Manager – full 
time, degree in Business or 
Accounting required
• Janitorial Staff - full time

Please contact Judi Dinwid-
die at judi.dinwiddie@holy-
trinityschools.org for addi-
tional information in regard to 
all open positions.

Fort Madison Community 
School District
Ft. Madison, Iowa

DIRECTOR
OF OPERATIONS 
& MAINTENANCE

BENEFITS: This position 
includes a competitive and 
comprehensive benefits 
package that includes IP-
ERS, paid personal/sick 
leave and medical/dental/vi-
sion insurance
 
HOURS: 261 days
 
QUALIFICATIONS:

•	 Bachelor’s degree pre-
ferred

•	 Minimum of 5 years ex-
perience in maintenance 
or operations related field

•	 Experience in a school 
district preferred

•	 Valid driver’s license
•	 Demonstrated ability to 

work independently
•	 Demonstrated ability 

to effectively supervise 
others

 
REQUIREMENTS: The Di-
rector of Operations shall be 
responsible for maintaining 
the physical school plant and 
grounds in condition of oper-
ating excellence at all times
 
PHYSICAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Bending, carry-
ing, climbing, driving, lifting, 
pushing/pulling, reaching, sit-
ting, standing, walking.

Applications, in writing, for 
the above position will be 

accepted until May 15, 2019

For more information
or to apply:

http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

the classifieds

THE STORM 
JUST HIT AND 
WE WENT FROM 
DONATING TO 
THE FOOD BANK 
TO NEEDING IT.

HUNGER 
IS A 

STORY 
WE CAN 

END. 
FEEDINGAMERICA.ORG

Donna, Louisiana

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTFOR RENT

COMMERCIAL 
SPACEHELP WANTED

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Advertise
your service

business

1 Month 
Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size 
Ad with Social Media

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call (319)371.4125
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From the Front/Weather

Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 08 May

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 64.5º F | Low – 62.9º F

THU 09 May

Light Rain
High– 57.1º F | Low – 47.4º F

FRI 10 May

Clear
High– 59.7º F | Low – 47.0º F

SAT 11 May

Light Rain
High– 60.4º F | Low – 52.7º F

SUN 12 May

Light Rain
High– 67.6º F | Low – 50.0º F

OpenWeatherMap

pipes out there 50-100 years old and over the past 20-
30 years the city has not kept up proper maintenance. 
The second one is the federal government telling us we 
have to upgrade our 40 year old waste water treatment 
plant. And the third is the federal government telling 
us we have to separate our sanitary sewer from our 
storm sewer.”

Varley said the difficult part is people in Washington 
DC or Des Moines sit and make these decision, but 
they don’t have to stand in front of residents who pay 
the bill.

    “I would love to get some of them out here some-
time because I think some of their regulations are a 
little overbearing. We’re the one’s who have to pass on 
bad news and live with this,” he said.

    “Those combined together, if we don’t do the rate 
increase or a smaller one, we won’t be able to keep up 
with maintenance or finish our CSO projects on time.”

Rusty Andrews said he found the council packet 
where the rates were raised last time on the same issues 
and deadlines.

    “Were we wrong? Did we not raise them enough 
last time?”

Driscoll said estimates were done in 2014 and the 
city has had overruns on those projects.

    “I present the project to you guys and you guys 
vote on it,” Driscoll said. “When that happened we have 
had almost $5 million in overruns.”

He said the $5 million was taken out of reserves, the 
fund that paid for other sewer improvements.

Varley said extending sewer lines to High Point and 
Blackhawk Heights, as well as Silgan and Siemens 
which has also stretched the fund thin

City Councilman Bob Morawitz asked Public Works 
Director Larry Driscoll if there was a way to soften the 
blow to residents out of the gate.

“Is there anyway we can maybe reduce the initial 
increase and possibly bump the yearly increase after 
that?” Morawitz asked Driscoll. “It’s only six bucks a 
month, but I’m telling you this is going to hurt some 
people.”

The council agreed without a vote to have Driscoll 
look at other options for the increase including a lower 
rate increase now with higher annual contributions. 
The issue is scheduled to be put on the next council 
agenda for May 21.

In other action, the council voted to continue to look 
at options for the Idol Rashid building on the west side 
of the city.

The council was considering deeding the property 
to the Fort Madison Food Pantry, but Varley said Iowa 
law prohibits a city from donating property to another 
non-governmental agency. He said, however, counties 
may not have the same limitation and the city could 
look into giving the property to the county, who could 
then deed it to the Food Pantry.

Randolph said he preferred the city continue to go 
down that road since that it was what they agreed to do 
at last week’s meeting. Varley said he would continue to 
research the issue.

The council also:
• voted 5-0 to approve the purchase of a used bucket 

truck for the Traffic Safety Department
• voted 3-2 in favor of allowing the severing of 

property at 2208 48th Street. However, City Attorney 
Robert Johnson advised Randolph that the resolution 
would require a minimum of four votes one way or the 
other, so the issue technically failed. Councilmen Matt 
Mohrfeld and Chad Cangas were absent.

• voted 5-0 to move $226,230 from the water depart-
ment back to the general fund to replace costs associ-
ated with a transfer station built on Bluff Road as an 
incentive to GreenOak Development.

• voted 5-0 to approve an amendment to the agree-
ment between the city and the Iowa Department of 
Transportation recognizing an additional $400,000 in 
funding for the railroad depot project.

Sewer rate boost 
still coming

INCREASE - Continued from Page 1

it can work.
The Y has added additional security measures, 

including software that includes a fob members can 
carry on their key chain that can be used at the door for 
after-hours access.

Only members 18 years of age and older will be al-
lowed in after hours, and security equipment through-
out the building will monitor traffic.

“With the add-on memberships for 24-hour access, 
they’ll have to sign that they will go by the rules. Any-
one caught violating age or attendance rules can have 
the access revoked,” Wilson said.

When the YMCA closes on June 3 at 9 p.m., the 
after-hour access will go live, Wilson said.

As an incentive the YMCA and Wilson put out a vid-
eo on Facebook, and are inviting viewers to “Like” the 
video for a chance to win three months of the 24-hour 
access. That contest ends at noon on Friday, May 10th.

Wilson also reminded the community that the local 
t-ball coach pitch deadline is approaching, and the 
annual YMCA week activities are being finalized.

“We’ll be having an open house on May 30 where 
donors and sponsors and the community can come and 
get information about the YMCA…what we’re doing…
and where we’re going,” Wilson said.

Only adults will be allowed in after hours
SERVICE - Continued from Page 1

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Ambassador Club welcomed two new providers and a 
new CFO to FMCH this morning. Welcome to Dr. Goronga, Dr. Argonyo, and Dan Linhart.
Pictured are front from left to right: Carrie Green, Savanna Collier, Dr. Goronga, Dr. Argonyo, 
Dan Linhart, and Shelby Burchett. Back row left to right are: Steve Eschman, Tim Gobble, Chad 
Ward, Jerry Koering, Cindy Greer, Thomas Klann, Emily Benjamin, Sabrina Snaadt, Elaine 
Meemken, Jessica Shaw, Leia Morrison, Justin Pieper, Debbie Miller.

Courtesy photo

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
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