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YMCA may take over reins of city pool

Council to discuss idea at
Tuesday s council meeting

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A move by the City of Fort Mad-
ison and the Fort Madison YMCA could have the city
pool in the hands of recreation experts by the start of
the season.

According to Fort Madison YMCA Director Ryan

Wilson and Fort Madison City Manager
David Varley, negotations have already
taken place to turn over management
of the city pool to the YMCA this year.
Approval to move on the negotiations
needs to come from the Fort Madison
City Council at Tuesday’s meeting.

Wilson confirmed negotiations had
taken place between city officials and a committee of
the YMCA board this week and the conversations were
very positive.

“Well, I was approached by the city and by David and

WILSON

Pioneer pulls down the shades on April 28

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - He came
with a couple hundred bucks, a
Chevy, a girl, and a built a business
that’s been a part of Fort Madison
for the past 40 years.

Now at the age of 68, Tom
Crocker’s gonna retire because in
his words, “I wanna have some
time for myself before I die”

Tom has been the owner and op-
erator of Pioneer Glass since 1987
and worked for the company since
1975. He said it’s been Pioneer
Glass since 1967 and before that it
was Tri-State Glass Company.

He said in a perfect world, some-
one would step in to buy the busi-
ness but he doesn’t think anything
like that is going to happen.

“Well, I'd like to see somebody
step in, but I'm pretty doubtful of
it because you have to have been
in the glass business,” Crocker said.

At one point, Crocker said Bur-

lington Glass was interested in the
business but things have changed
for them in Burlington and that
doesn’t seem to be in the future.

The company’s last day in busi-
ness will be April 28. The building
is currently for sale through Fraise
Auction & Real Estate and inter-
ested parties can contact them at
319-470-0115.

Crocker said once the doors are
closed he will probably set up an

some inventory.

Calling it quits
Tom Crocker, 68, owner and operator of Pioneer Glass
will be retiring on April 28 and that will be the last day of
business for the company at 1827 Avenue L.

auction with Fraise to sell off some
of the equipment and possible

“The building is for sale, and I'll
probably end up auctioning off

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

the equipment and some of the
inventory, but not too many people
are interested in sheets of glass,”
Crocker said.

See PIONEER, page 6
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he and I talked in person about it and he gave me some
information. A couple of days later I took it our board
that we had this possible opportunity on our plate and
the board thought it was something to take a look at,”
Wilson said.

The YMCA then formed a committee and did some
research into the project and met with the city again on
Tuesday.

“We talked about some things and got to the point
where we all feel comfortable,” Wilson said.

See POOL, page 2

Many FM, township
assessments
bumped up in 2017

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Residents checking their 2017
assessed valuations are finding some larger numbers
this year.

Fort Madison and all the townships in Lee County
took a sizeable hit on valuations of land and property,
according to random sampling of county residential
property on www.beaconscheidercorp.com. and Coun-
ty Assessor Theresa Murray.

The increase in property taxes that will result from
the increased valuations is not good news or local ref-
erendum attempts coming down the pipeline.

The Fort Madison School District is trying to pass a
referendum in June to build a new elementary school
on the current property where the current middle
school sits and the Lee County Health Department has
a referendum set for May 2, to obtain funds to build a
new health department facility on property the coun-
ty owns just west of the current Lee County Sheriff’s
Department and jail facility just off Hwy 61 near Mon-
trose.

Lee County Assessor Theresa Murray said all the
county townships saw an increase this year as did the
City of Fort Madison.

“All townships land values went up in 2015 and 2017.
Rural residential has really gotten hit the hardest,” she
said.

“This is totally and completely based on property
sales in those areas,” Murray said Wednesday. “The
sales ratio for 2016 was 6% higher than our assessment.
We can be subject to an equalization order from the
state. They would do that all across Lee County and
that’s not fair. Fort Madison sales could be different

See ASSESSMENTS, page 5
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From the Front/0Obituaries

City following Washington and Burlington lead

POOL - Continued from Page 1

Varley said the city had been thinking about the
idea for a while, but said recent state budget cuts that
eliminated offender labor that was being used in the
parks, gave the city a reason to look at turning over the
pool and using those saved resources to focus on the
city parks.

“This will allow us to save staft and time and put
those resources to our parks,” Varley said. “It was kind
of prompted by that, but we’ve been thinking about it
for awhile. It seems like it makes sense to have someone
better at recreation do the recreation part and we’re
better at the facility. Hopefully the public would get
some better service, maybe some different hours and
things like that”

Varley said the city’s looking at paying the YMCA
a management fee in hopes of making it a profitable
venture for them. He said typically municipalities run
pools and lose money but it would the city’s hope and
intention that the YMCA could make it a profitable
venture for their programming and services.

“We lose money on it and I think the YMCA can run
it more efficiently;” he said. “They have economies of
scale and they can close that gap. We don’t expect them
to lose money and we would cover any loss or look at a
management fee to help with that”

Wilson said he sees it as a win for the YMCA and out
of the gate anyway he wouldn't see any changes, with
the exception of the YMCA being the manager of the
pool.

“All staff at the public pool would become YMCA
staft. Lifeguards would be employed and managed by

<«

the Y. The biggest thing that will make this go is that we
would keep Sara Mueller in place at the pool. She’s been
that person that has been overseeing the city pool in
the past for the city.

“At this point it’s in the city’s hands to put something
together,;” Wilson said. “So assuming he gets that nod
from the council, the hope would be for us shortly after
that to have a contract in hand for me to take to my
board”

Wilson and Varley both pointed to Washington
where two years ago the Washington YMCA took over
operations of the municipal pool and both have heard
good things from that relationship. The Burlington
YMCA last year took over operations of the West Burl-
ington Municipal Swimming Pool.

“The feedback I got back from Burlington was pretty
positive,” Wilson said.

Varley said he spoke with Washington officials and
both parties there spoke highly of the change. He said
after hearing that, he decided to approach Wilson.

“It kind of makes sense all around. If it works for
everybody..let’s give it a shot for a year”

Varley also said hed like to get approval from the
council at Tuesday’s meeting so the YMCA can start
working on it and not be behind with the pool opening
coming in May.

“Tuesday, if they give us approval, the following
meeting we'll have a contract ready. Then the YMCA
can start working on it. I don’t want to put them any
more behind. We can make it formal at a following
meeting.

OBITUARIES

M. Diane Scott

M. Diane Scott, 71, of Ft. Madison, passed away on
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 8:15 a.m. at the Great
River Medical Center in West Burlington.

She was born on October 30, 1945 in
Des Moines, Iowa to James and Eliz-
abeth “Betty” McGivern Scott. Diane
retired from Continental Airlines as a
flight attendant and then became an in-
flight supervisor for Northwest Airlines.
She was certified with FAA and trained
flight personal on all levels. After
moving back to southeast Iowa she worked at Coun-
try Outlet Fashions in Wever. She was of the Catholic
faith and was a 1964 graduate of Aquinas High School.
Diane enjoyed decorating, reading and sharing recipes.
She loved spending time on Facebook and staying in
touch with her friends and she loved her animals.

Survivors include two brothers, Tom (Dorothy) Scott
of Wever and Jimbo (Cathy) Scott of Ft. Madison; sev-
eral nieces, nephews, great nieces and great nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents.

The funeral mass will be held on Monday, April 3,
2017 at 11 a.m. at Ss. Mary & Joseph Church with Revs.
Mark P. Spring and John McGivern officiating. The
family will meet with friends from 10 a.m. until the
time of the service at 11 a.m. at the church. Burial will
follow in Sacred Heart Cemetery.

A memorial has been established in her memory and
online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

SCOTT

» Hospice
e Homecare
e Wellness
« Senior Health
¢ Environmental Health
¢ [-Smile Silver®
e 1st Five
« HOPES
e Immunizations
 Child / Adolescent

Touching the Community with Care

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, [A
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(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org
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nLike us on Facebook!

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry

New London
Dental Care

319-372-3614 319-367-2311
Mediapolis Burlington
Dental Care Family Dentistry

319-394-3255 319-752-7993
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Area News/For the Record

For the Record
Fort Madison 3000 block of Avenue K County Sheriff's deputies
Police Report on a charge of driving arrested Jacob Alexander

03/29/17 10:51 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
larceny/theft. No specific
location was listed.
03/29/17 - 10:52 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of
larceny/theft in the 700
block of Avenue G.
03/29/17 - 1:12 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2700 block of Avenue I.
03/29/17 - 1:28 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report

of a larceny theft in the
1500 block of Avenue L.
03/29/17 - 3:04 p.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a larceny theft in the 600
block of 34th Street.
03/29/17 - 9:47 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Ray James Vowels, 27,

of Fort Madison in the

while barred, an aggra-
vated misdemeanor. He
was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
03/30/17 - 6:53 a.m.

- Fort Madison Police
responded to a report of

a stolen vehicle in the
3000 block of Avenue E.
03/30/17 - 7:01 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a burglary in
the 2500 block of Avenue .

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report
03/29/17 - 6:30 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies

responded to a one-ve-
hicle accident on Hwy

61 near exit 18. A deer
entered the roadway and
struck a vehicle driven by
Tina Louise Dideriksen,
47, of Burlington. No
injuries or citations were
issued at the scene.
03/29/17 - 2:59 p.m. - Lee

Heule, 29, in the 500 block
of Dewey in Donnellson,
on charges of 3rd-de-
gree criminal mischief
and 2nd & subsenquent
public intoxication. He
was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
03/29/17 - 3:43 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Micahel James
Kirk, 45, at the Lee
County Sheriff's office, on
a warrants for contempt
and voluntary absence.
He was taken to the Lee

County Jail and held.

It should be noted a criminal
charge is merely an accusation
and the defendant is presumed
innocent until and unless

proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison
Fire Department
03/29/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to four medical calls
and one false alarm.

Leadership group fundraiser to
benefit Keokuk projects

PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY - Lee
County Leadership and
the Keokuk KPlay organi-
zation, would like to invite
all residents in the greater
Lee County area to come
out and support Bentley’s
Playground fundraiser
April 1,9 am. - 3 p.m. at
McCredie Ball Field. Lo-
cal businesses and patrons
have put teams of ten
together to play in a kick-
ball tournament. Hy-Vee
will be there grilling and
a concession stand will be
available. All proceeds go
towards KPlay and Bent-
ley’s Playground. First
games starts at 9 a.m. and
the championship game
will be held at 2:15 pm.

Lee County Leader-
ship is a collaborative
effort program between

the Fort Madison Area
Chamber of Commerce,
Keokuk Area Chamber

of Commerce and Iowa
State University Exten-
sion and Outreach - Lee
County and is designed to
train emerging leaders in
community-based leader-
ship skills. The program
utilizes researched-based
leadership curriculum
from ISU Extension and
Outreach Community
and Economic Develop-
ment. “Leaders” use their
learned skills to imple-
ment the selected projects;
the projects are for the
betterment of a non-profit
/ not-for-profit organiza-
tion and the communities
in Lee County. KPlay

was one of three projects
chosen for the class of
2017 to work on. Project

leaders including Mark
Bousselot (Keokuk), Doug
Ewing (Keokuk), Maggie
Guzman (Fort Madison),
Shandra McWhorter (Fort
Madison) were challenged
to create and implement
a fundraising opportunity
for KPlay and Bentley’s
Playground.

A special thanks to the
sponsors:

Advanced Home
Health Care, Darkside
Tint & Graphix, Doug
Ewing Photography, Dr
Pepper Snapple Group,
Farm & Home Supply,
Flying Weasel Choppers
& Paint, Hy-Vee, The
Kensington, Keokuk Little
League KOKX Country,
Pilot Grove Saving Bank,
Roquette America, Inc.,
Schleier & Associates
Family Dentistry, Z93.
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Great River Regional Waste Authority
woud like to remind you to
propoerly dispose of your
Household Hazardous Waste,
Construction Waste and
Electronic Waste.
Call GRRWA’s Household Hazardous
Waste Regional Collection
to schedule your appointment
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm

No appointment neccesary for the
following items:

Automotive Batteries & Tires,
Construction & Demolition Debris,
Electronic Waste, Household Appliances
and Yard Waste.

ASK ABOUT OUR
SHINGLE RECYCLING PROGRAM

Roofing Companies and Residents Receive
Discounted Tipping Fees When
RECYCLING Asphalt Shingles Properly!



http://www.grrwa.com
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Let us show you one of our
brand new listings today!

3 BR ¢ 2.50 BA « 2 car garage
1,194 sq. ft. 10,400 sq. ft. lot

Great family home is move-in ready. Nice-sized
kitchen with all appliances, dining area, and nice
living room all on the upper level. Complete-
ly re-modeled family room with a wood burn-

3BR e« 1BA « 1 car garage

884 sq. ft. « 7,250 $q. ft. lot ing fireplace on lower level. Many updates in-
Quality and beauty! Many updates and upgrades in- clude newer flooring, roof and HVAC system.
cluding a new concrete patio/carport with surround Listing #20164531 $114,900
sound and mood lighting, new kitchen, bath and
‘ lighting throughout. This is an AMAZING house

that you MUST see to appreciate!!!
Listing #20164622 « $92,500

3 BR « 2 BA « 1 car garage

2,260 sq. ft. « 6,784 sq. ft. lot
2BRe¢1BA«1car garage Lots of new! Semi open floor plan, new floor-

528 sq. ft. « 5,600 sq. ft. lot ing, great open basement family space, and many
Super deal on this cream puff home, offering 2 bed- updates including heat/air units, kitchen back

rooms, 1 bath, new roof, newer windows, siding and splash, counters and more! Fenced in back yard
REALLY nice garage! with stamped concrete patio and awning. Call to-

Listing #20164597 « $29,900 day to see th.is great home in a quiet neighborhood.
Listing #20164544 « $139,900

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G - Fort Madison
www.hopeassociatesre.com
B Bus www.seia.rapmis.com


http://seia.rapmls.com/scripts/mgrqispi.dll?APPNAME=iowa&PRGNAME=MLSAgentOfficeListings&ARGUMENTS=-N876756589,-N880163443,-AO,-AOM,-Lfalse,-LTrue,1024,600,100,75,true,true&openDetailInNewWindow=&MLS_Origin=SEIA
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From the Front/Classifieds

Murray targeted higher
selling map areas

ASSESSMENTS - Continued from Page 1

than Keokuk or Denmark or whoever
and we have to look at those sales map
areas.”

According to random sampling of
20 residential properties, agriculture,
commercial and industrial lots were left
out of the sampling, with five each from
different quadrants in a grid defined by
Avenue H and 24th Street, the average
increase in assessed valuation was $5,141
with the highest random being $12,640
in the northeast quadrant and one hav-
ing no increase in the northwest quad-
rant. However, 18 of the 20 showed no
other increases in the past four years.

The tax rate for 2015, the most recent
number available on Beacon was $39.20
per $1,000 assessed valuation. The
taxable portion of the assessed value is,
again based on 2015 Beacon numbers
was 55.6% of the total assessed value.
So a home assessed by the county at
$100,000 including the land the struc-
ture sits on, would be taxed at approxi-
mately $55,600.

The home that went up $12,640, with
taxable valuation at 55.6% would be
subjected to tax on $7,028 and using the
2015 number would pay an addition-
al $275 in taxes. The average figure of
$5,141 would results in an increase in
property tax of $112. Other credits such
as military exemptions and homestead

14
That’s more fair. If
you've got a neighborhood
or city or township that is
selling higher, that's where
you should increase the
assessment.”

-Theresa Murray,
Lee County Assessor

increase the assessment,” Murray said.

“It’s entirely sales that drives this. If I
hadn’t done this we would have seen a
countywide increase. I really don’t know
for sure what that would have been.

Our ratio was below 90 so at least a 10%
increase across the county”

She said it's been more than 10 years
since the state came in a set a lower
equalization order.

According to state law, counties must
take a look at assessed values every year.
Murray said the state uses a computer
program and all the real estate sales
for the year at part of that data and the
program indicates where assessed values

SHOP

the classifieds
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL [319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

Full/Part-Time
Stylist

Katie’s Cuts is looking for
a motivated & dependable
full/part-time  stylist. Chair
rental ($15/day), will ac-
cept walk-ins. Stylists re-
ceive 15% of their retail
sales. Please call Katie if
interested at (319)837.3060.

Place your ad
online 24/7

Selling
classic
carsina
modern
way

OPEN HOUSE
April 5th * 4:30pm-7pm
41 7th Street « West Point

New Construction completed in 2017. 3 Car Ga-
rage with 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, and a spacious 9
foot finished basement. Upgraded kitchen with wal-

credits can help bring the property tax
down.

aren’t at 100% market value depending
on residential sales data.

A random sampling of 20 Keokuk res- She said the increases are also based Up to 200 words nut counter tops and upper glass cabinetry. All Green
idential properties on 20 different streets  on square footage, so the bigger homes 1 photo « 14 davs Oak Homes come with warranties and low utility bills!
on both sides of Main Street showed will see higher increases than smaller p Y . .
increases an increase in two properties homes. FREE Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!
one was $12,600, one decrease by $1,500  Murray said any residents who has an Place vour
and the other 17 had no change. issue with the assessed value can call the ad on ine

“A lot of Keokuk didn’t change,” Murr-
say said. “The sales analysis showed Ke-
okuk was fine. We changed a few things
there here and there”

Murray said assessed valuations in
the county were at about 90% of mar-
ket value and she feared the Iowa Dept.
of Revenue would come in an install a
correction, which she said would have
hit everyone at close to 10%.

Since it’s real estate sales that deter-
mine market value, Murray said she
thought it was only fair to assess higher
in areas that were selling higher.

“If our sales come through higher than
what our assessment is, we can be sub-
ject to an equalization order. They can
do that all across Lee County and I just
don’t think that’s fair. We looked at sales
ratio in the map areas and Fort Madi-
son sales were much higher than what
we were assessing so corrected there.
Keokuk was ok so we didn’t do as much
adjusting there. The townships also all
took an increase, and they all took an in-
crease in 2015 too, so they got hit twice,”
Murray said.

Murray said she felt Lee County would
have received the equalization order
so she said she targeted areas that were
selling higher.

“That’s more fair. If you got a better
neighborhood or city or township is
selling higher that’s where you should

county and ask for inspection.

“One phone call and we come out and
inspect. Now we always tell them there’s
no guarantee it will go down and if we
find an error it could go up. If we find
our data information is incorrect we
could make an adjustment,” Murray said.
“We do our own analysis like an apprais-
er would”

Murray says the county has to be with-
in 10% of market value or the state can
make the corrections for the county.

“Every single property that transfers,

a deed is recorded and a Declaration

of Value. The buyer has to declare what
they paid. We get a copy and the Depart-
ment of Revenue gets the original. When
we get the copy, we put the asessment in
and what it’s sold for. The Dept. of Reve-
nue analyzes it and we have to be within
10%,” Murray said.

“That being said, this is mass apprais-
ing, it's not a prefect science. We have an
open door policy. If you think you could
not sell you house for what it’s assessed
at call us and we'll come out and do an
inspection. We had six appointments
this afternoon.,” Murray said Wednesday.

She also said the Beacon website has
a tool that allows you to put in your
address and it will take you to a list of
sales of comparable homes so you can
get a clearer picture of market values in
your area.

24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

L
Call
(319)371.4125
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GREEN OAK
DEVELOPMENT

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS
90 days * Only $24°°

Up to 150 words & 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125
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We are the Specialists

Dr. Peck is now accepting new patients

Specializing in Family Eye Care and Treatment.

OUR SERVICES

 Cataract Diagnosis * Eye Injury Treatment

» Contact Lenses » Family Eye Care

* Diabetic Eye Diagnosis < Frames & Lenses

* Dry Eye Treatment * Glaucoma Diagnosis

» Eye Allergy Treatment < Pediatric Eye Care

* Eye Infection Treatment < Macular Degneration
Diagnosis

and MORE!

Like us on
Facebook!

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. - 3rd Generation Optometrist
716 Avenue G ¢ Fort Madison, |A

319-372-2321
www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com

Crocker said office work
not his forte

PIONEER - Continued from Page 1

He said some of the suppliers may take
the glass back and take off a restock fee,
which would be probably more than he
would get at an auction.

Crocker said he would have preferred
to hand the business off to one his em-
ployees, but no one stepped forward.

“No, I thought I had one, he was the
best one I ever had. He and I did all the
outside work. He was smart, could figure
things out, but he quit about 3 weeks
ago”

The business currently has four em-
ployees, not including Crocker, but at
one point had as many as eight.

In leaving the business, Crocker said
it’s the people that he will remember the
most.

“You know, most of them are just
great,” he said. “But then you've got your
small percentage that tries to make your
life miserable. But I would say most
people were just great.”

Crocker was born in Nebraska and
moved to a farm in western Iowa after
the seventh grade where he attended
high school before being drafted into
the Navy in 1969. He became a member
of the UDT teams, or “Frogmen”, which
were Underwater Demolition Teams.
Crocker said they were a step below
S.EALS.

“The first eight weeks, it’s the same
training and they split us off,” Crocker
said. “I was in that program for four
years and then moved back to Iowa. I

moved here in 1975 from Iowa City”

He said the physical nature of the
job, coupled with a simpler life calling,
prompted him to hang up the for sale
sign.

“I had back surgery a year and a half
ago and I can’t do what I used to do. I
could be in the office and do that stuff,
but I can't do that - it would drive me
nuts. I like to do the physical work and
some of the paperwork, but I just can’t
sit in an office,” he said.

Tom and his wife Trish, who died in
April 2014, were married in 1976. She
had three children she brought to the
marriage, Kathy, Sara and John. Kathy
has two children of her own.

“There not blood, but they’re Trish’s
and I'm like a father to them and they’re
like my kids,” he said.

A garden, some chicken, and hobbies
await Crocker once the business affairs
have been settled.

I'll never be at a loss for something
to do. I've got seven acres and a pond
to take care of but I can stop and take a
break whenever I want to,” he said with
an easy chuckle.

“I have a garden and some chickens,
but I plan on getting back to..., I have
not done any for a few years now... but
stained glass”

He said the stained glass work would
be something he would do for himself as
his days as a business man are done.

BANKING

AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON.

EASY. PEASY.

Call 319-372-2243 for more details.

LEE COUNTY BANK
MOBILE

MEMBER FDIC =Y EQUAL HOUSING



http://www.lcbtrust.com
http://fortmadisoneyeclinic.com/
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