
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – According to 
releases from the Iowa Department of 
Criminal Investigation, a 42-year-old 
West Point man shot by police at a Fort 
Madison manufacturing facility Tuesday 
night has died.

The release also revealed that the man, 
Robert Allen Elfgen, was carrying a 
handgun. DCI officials are not releasing 
any information about the subject pend-
ing notification of family.

Per protocol, the name of the officer 
involved in the shooting is also being 

withheld pending interviews with DCI 
officials.

Departments responding to the in-
cident including Fort Madison Police, 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa State 
Patrol, Iowa Department of Correc-
tions-Probation and Patrol, Iowa State 
Penitentiary, West Point and Donnellson 
Police, Fort Madison Fire Department 
and Lee County EMS.

Law enforcement was called to the 
Scotts facility on the city’s west side at 
about 10:56 p.m. where the suspect had 
entered the building and was running 
through the building armed before 
being shot. The shooting incident was a 
spillover from another incident that hap-
pened at about 10:15 in the 3100 block 
of Avenue O where another male in his 
50s was shot in the neck.

The victim was taken to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital and then trans-
ferred by air to an area hospital.
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SPORTS:
Bloodhounds wrestlers win triangular 
at Hound Dome.
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Marsden wants to re-open market

Armed man dead after Tuesday shooting

Law enforcement officials investigate an officer-involved shooting late 
Tuesday evening at Scotts Miracle-Gro on Fort Madison’s west side. A 
suspect that ran into the facility was shot by Fort Madison police shortly 
after 11 p.m.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Officer shot armed 
intruder twice in chest  
at facility

A Dec. 3 fire destroyed the Quality Fisheries market in Niota. Owner 
Kirby Marsden said plans are being formulated to open for business 
again.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

NIOTA – After an out-
pouring of support, Kirby 
Marsden has changed his 
mind about a different occu-
pation.

The 64-year-old owner of 
Quality Fisheries in Niota 
was about to call it quits 
after his business of 22 years 
burned to the ground in the 
early morning hours of Dec. 
3.

The fish market, a favorite 
regionally for fresh, frozen 
and smoked seafood and 
fish, caught fire around a 
smoker on the building’s 
southeast corner. The only 
thing left standing was a 
stand-alone freezer stocked 
with offerings for the winter.

Some of that inventory will 

be used to hold a fundraiser 
fish fry at the Fort Madison 
Elks Club Sunday, December 
15 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Elks at 719 Avenue H in 
Fort Madison. A $10 free will 

donation is being requested 
for the fish fry that day.

A second benefit for the 
Marsdens is planned for 
Feb. 23 at the Pink Tavern in 
Dallas City. That event will 

be a fish and chicken dinner. 
More details on that, and 
possibly additional fundrais-
ers will be available on the 

See MARKET, page 8

LEE COUNTY - Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach of Lee County is promoting Ag careers 
by encouraging youth in 8th through 12th grade to 
participate in a Youth Ag Career Group. Each month 
from January to May, this group will tour a different 
Ag business and learn what it takes to work in the Ag 
industry.

“It is never too early to start thinking about the fu-
ture. We are partnering with Beck’s Hybrid, J.J. Nichting 
Company, Hinterland Dairy, Heartland Co-op and the 
Southeast Iowa Research Farm to provide educational 
experiences to help youth start thinking about careers,” 
stated Whitney Weisinger, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Program Coordinator.

These tours will be on the second Wednesday of 
every month for 1 to 2 hours starting at 1:00 pm. 
Transportation will be provided for each tour from the 
Lee County Extension Office to the business. Departure 
time will vary depending on location of tour. Parents 
will be responsible for transportation to and from the 
Lee County Extension Office.

All tours will be free. To register please contact the 
Lee County Extension Office at 319-835-5116 by Janu-
ary 1.

Extension hosts 
youth ag groups

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Obituaries
OBITUARIES

Judy M. Foss, 72 of Keokuk, IA died Sunday, December 8, 2019 at her home.    
She was born August 22, 1947 in Kirksville, MO, the daughter of John Leon 

and Lois Johnson.  Judy graduated from Novinger High School in Novinger, MO.
She was first married to Kyle Kimmel, he died in 1978.  On De-

cember 15, 1978 she was united in marriage to Robert Eugene Foss.  
He preceded her in death on September 13, 2012.

Judy had been employed by Bridgeway/Optimae in Keokuk since 
2011.

She enjoyed dancing and also enjoyed taking camping trips.  Judy 
liked watching baseball and was an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan.  
Judy adored her grandchildren and loved caring for her grandson, 
Brayden.

Judy is survived by one son, Jason Foss of Keokuk, four grandchildren, Brayden 
Foss, Karon, Keith and Kyle McClanahan, two great-grandchildren, Jakson and 
London Jessop, two sisters, two brothers, two nieces and four nephews.

Besides both of her husbands, she was also preceded in death by one daughter, 
Trudy McClanahan and two nephews.

Services will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to Optimae in Keokuk or Chariton Valley Association 

in Kirksville.   
Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorial-
home.com.

JUDY M. FOSS

FOSS

OBITUARIES

DEBORAH ANN BISHOP
Deborah Ann “Debi” Bishop, 66 of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, December 

10, 2019 at her home.
She was born August 27, 1953 in Oklahoma City, OK the daughter of Hen-

ry and Berta Lou Bishop Unger.  She was united in marriage to 
Rodney Sewell.  He preceded her in death. 

In her younger years, Debi had been employed as a medical 
technician in Santa Barbara, CA.  She later was self-employed.    

Debi loved crafts and made beautiful jewelry and wood burn-
ing gifts and shared them with others.

 She is survived by her son, Larry (Nadia) Claudy of Los 
Angeles, CA, two granddaughters, Mikayla Arianna Bishop and 
Ashley Ann Bishop, two grandsons, Isaiah W. Claudy and Azriel 

K. Claudy, three sisters, Saundra (Jerry) Melancon of MD, Deena (Frank) 
Morales of CA and Nancy (Gary) McCarty of Keokuk and many nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death by one son, Damian Michael Bishop and her 
parents, Henry Unger and Berta Stevenson.

A memorial service will be held at 7 p.m., Monday, at the Vigen Memorial 
Home in Keokuk, IA with Pastor Dawn Butler officiating.

     Visitation will be held prior to the service from 6-7 p.m., Monday, at the 
funeral home with family meeting with friends at that time.

Memorials may be made for her daughter-in-law, Nadia, who has been 
battling cancer for many years.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorial-
home.com.

BISHOP

WENDY ANNE ROBERTS
Wendy Anne Roberts, 

47, of Burlington, IA, 
formerly of Keokuk, IA, 

died Tuesday, December 
10, 2019 at the Great 
River Medical Center in 
West Burlington, IA.

     She was born Febru-
ary 12, 1972 in Keokuk, 
IA the daughter of Gary 
and June Sturm Roberts. 

     Wendy graduat-
ed from Keokuk High 
School with the Class of 
1990.

 She had been em-
ployed by Keokuk Steel 
Castings in Keokuk, 
Methode Electronics in 
Carthage, IL and Thomas 
Cardella in Keokuk. 

Wendy enjoyed 
spending time outdoors 
fishing.  She also enjoyed 
making jewelry, coloring 
pictures and watching 
zombie movies.  Above 
all, she adored her 
grandchildren and loved 
playing with them.

Wendy is survived by 
her mother, June Roberts 
of Burlington, IA, one 
daughter, Eleni Roberts 
of Burlington, IA, three 
sons, Shane Roberts of 
Keokuk, Ethan Whitt of 
Hamilton, IL and Deric 
Whitt of Burlington, 

IA, five grandchildren, 
Zhane Roberts, Amara 

Roberts, 
Braxton 
Roberts, 
Adalynn 
Whitt and 
Bryler 
Whitt, 
one sister, 

Shannon Roberts John-
son of Keokuk, three 
brothers, Glen Roberts 
(Valerie) of Keokuk, 
Gene Roberts of Ka-
hoka, MO and Gary 
Lee Roberts (Janine) 
of Crawfordsville, IA, 
several nieces and neph-
ews, including Timothy 
Johnson of Montrose, IA 
and aunts and uncles.

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Gary 
Roberts and one sister, 
Angela Roberts.

There will be no ser-
vices.

The Vigen Memorial 
Home in Keokuk, IA is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements.

Online condolences 
may be left for the family 
at www.vigenmemorial-
home.com.

OBITUARIES

ROBERTS

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

https://tickets.thepzazz.com/
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
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For the Record/Lottery Numbers

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember
that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.

Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials
used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping
your Christmas green!

 12/10 MID-DAY
8 6 8

 12/10 EVENING
4 6 3

  12/10 MID-DAY
5 6 4 1

 12/10 EVENING
5 4 4 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

12/10
18 31 46 54 61 25

Mega Ball: 25
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Better Choices

800-848-7333 • Text to: 319-371-7372
www.merschmanseeds.com

merseeds@merschmanseeds.com
PO Box 67 • 103 Avenue D

West Point, IA

GT27 is a trademark of M.S. Technologies and BASF SE
Enlist E3 Logo are trademarks of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or E. I. du Pont de Nemours and 
Company (“DuPont”) or affiliated companies of Dow or DuPont. Enlist E3 soybeans were jointly developed by 
Dow AgroSciences and MS Technologies.

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

Less Drift

Less Weeds

Less Stress

Less Expense

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

12/10/19 – 10:01 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of a hit and 
run in the 2400 block of 
Henry Ladyn Drive.
12/10/19 – 1:40 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
4500 block of Avenue O.
12/10/19 – 8:25 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 2200 block of Avenue C.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

12/10/19 – 8:09 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident east bound on 
Hwy. 2. According to the 
report, a vehicle driven by 

Brent Michael Krajicek, 
21, of Denison, lost control 
of his vehicle and left the 
roadway entering a ditch 
where he spun 360-degrees 
and rolled on time coming to 
rest on its wheels. Krajicek 
left the scene was contact 
later as part of the inves-
tigation and was cited for 
failure to maintain control. 
Injuries and circumstanc-
es about the accident are 
unknown at this time.
12/10/19 – 10:33 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Paul 
Douglas Bowden, 35, of 
Montrose, at the sheriff’s 
office on a judgment hold. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
12/10/19 – 11:00 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested April Lee Jacob-

son, 51, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a warrant 
for being a fugitive from 
justice. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
12/10/19 – 5:00 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Martin Thomas 
Decker, 27, of Montrose, 
on a warrants for violation 
of probation and operating 
a vehicle without owner’s 
consent. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail 
and released on bond.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

12/10/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to one false alarm and 
three medical calls.

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.merschmanseeds.com


BY PCC STAFF

WARSAW – The Fort Madison Bloodhounds were 
held scoreless in the second quarter and lost to host 
West Hancock 53-25 on Tuesday night.

The Titans got 20 points from Drake Hammel in-
cluding eight in the first period at they put Fort Madi-
son in a quick hole 16-4 going into the second period.

Hammel put up another six in the second period as 

the Hounds couldn’t find the basket and trailed 29-4 at 
halftime.

Sophomore Dayton Davis, who’d been averaging 
close to 15 points per game didn’t get on the board 
until the fourth quarter where he scored six of his 
team-high eight points.

Senior Jayden Fedler had five points, followed by 
Reiburn Turnbull with four, Romeo Maestro had 
three, Michael Mosena and Miles Dear each had two 
points.

Fort Madison only got to the free throw line eight 
times and converted just two for a 25% from the line.

The Hounds are now 1-3 on the year and travel to 

Fairfield (0-3) on Friday in a junior varsity/varsity 
doubleheader.

On Tuesday, Turnbull led the Fort Madison junior 
varsity squad with 23 points in a 58-57 nailbiter. Matt 
Hopper had 10 points in the loss. Landes Williams 
had eight for Fort Madison.

On Monday, the junior varsity boys downed Ke-
okuk 47-30 behind Turnbull’s 17. The Hounds trailed 
7-10 at the end of the first quarter but came rushing 
back with 17-5 run in the second quarter to set up the 
win.

Phillip Goldie had 10 for Fort Madison. Nathan 
Wiggins and Tate Johnson each had six in the win.
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Now Accepting New Patients.

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Dr. Stephanie Heyland
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison
319-372-4882

Now serving you with more hours
Mon. & Tues., 8-5; Wed. & Thurs., 7:30-4

Pen City Current and www.pencitycurrent.com are 
products of Market Street Publishing, LLC. Pen City Cur-

rent is published Sunday through Friday mornings.P.O. Box 366 | Fort Madison, IA

Pen City Current
Founded in 2016

Charles Vandenberg, Editor
(319).371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
(319).371.4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current 
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Member LION Publishers
www.lionpublishers.com

West Hancock keeps Bloodhounds in check
Titans hold Fort Madison 
scoreless in 2nd quarter

Holy Trinity Catholic senior Matt Hellige signed on Wednesday to continue his running career 
at Mt. Mercy University in Cedar Rapids. Hellige was a state qualifier the last two years for Fort 
Madison in track and the last three years for HTC in cross-country. His best cross-country state 
finish was his senior year when took 24th at the Class 1A boys run in Fort Dodge. Hellige will 
run track and cross country for the Mustangs. Congratulations, Matt!

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Holy Trinity Catho-
lic eighth grade girls dropped their first game in 
almost two years on Monday.

The girls fell to visiting Cardinal 21-29 and move 
to 8-1 on the year. Mary Kate Bendlage once again 
led the Crusaders with 13 points. Natalie Ran-
dolph added five points, while Taegan Denning 
chipped in with two and Reagan Holvoet had one 
point.

The seventh graders also suffered a loss, their 
second of the season falling to 7-2 on the year with 
a 14-19 loss.

Isabella Callison had six points, followed by Tea-
gan Snaadt and Anna Bendlage with three each. 
Ellie Lake had two points on the night.

The Crusaders play at Central Lee Thursday 
night starting at 4:30 p.m.

HTC girls drop first 
game in last 20

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
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Tree of Love Gatherings

#1: Traditions

Wednesday,  
December 4th

2:00-3:00pm

#2: Listen

Wednesday,  
December 11th

2:00-3:00pm

#3: Connect

Wednesday,  
December 18th

2:00-3:00pm

Lee County Health Department would like to invite you to a series  
of gatherings that will take place in LCHD’s lobby.

Sessions are offered to help bring people together during the  
holidays & to support those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  

You are welcome to join any or all the gatherings.   
Gatherings are free & open to the public.

If you have any questions, please contact
Lee County Health Department

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison 
(319)372-5225

Hounds sweep Tuesday mat triangular
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Blood-
hound wrestlers swept a home tri-
angular Tuesday night downing 
Wapello 63-12 and then taking out a 
short-handed Mediapolis squad 63-11.

In the early contest with Wapello, 
Mason Schau started the Hounds off 
with three points on a 9-4 decision at 
160 lbs before Nathan Steffensmeier 
got the Hounds their first pin in just 
:40 over the Indians’ Caleb Ealey.

Levi Lowney would get a 6-3 deci-
sion at 195 lbs and Diego Lozano won 
by forfeit at 220. Danen Settles would 
get the quickest pin of the night at :28 
over Dakota Boline starting a string 
of falls for the Hounds with Emmett 
Kruse (106), Matthew Steffensmeier 
(113), Owen Kruse (120) and Gage 
Rob erts (126) all recording pins.

Roberts was down to Wapello’s Eli-
jah Belzer, but turned the tables in the 
third period and was able to slip out of 
a hold, score a reversal and get the pin 
to start the third period.

Mitchell Moore would get a pin 
over Gavin Wiseman at 132 and the 
Bulldogs Daniel Meer would score 
a fall on Tanner Settles at 145. But 
Jakob McGowan won by decision over 
Christopher Ewart 8-4 in a match 
where both wrestlers had chances for 
falls.

Mediapolis only put up six wres-
tlers in their match with the Hounds. 
Emmett Kruse got the first win for 
Fort Madison with a pin at 106 lbs 
before Owen Kruse got another pin 
for the Bloodhounds at 1:06 in the 120 
lb match.

Mepo’s Quinten Aney scored at 19-4 
tech fall over Gage Roberts at 126 lbs. 
Mason Schau at 160 lbs and Nathan 
Steffensmeier at 170 were the only 
other Hounds to take the mat. Schau 
won by decision and Steffensmeier lost 
3-0.

Fort Madison won the other eight 
matches by forfeit.

Fort Madison travels to Liberty 
Wentzville High School in Wentzville, 
Missouri on Saturday for a 19-school 
invitational.

The complete results are listed be-
low:

Fort Madison (FOMA) 63.0 Wapello 
(WAPE) 12.0 160: Mason Schau (FOMA) 
over Evan Ross (WAPE) (Dec 9-4) 170: 
Nathan Steffensmeier (FOMA) over 
Caleb Ealey (WAPE) (Fall 0:40) 182: 
Chance Hocker (FOMA) over (WAPE) 
(For.) 195: Levi Lowney (FOMA) over 
Owen Housman (WAPE) (Dec 6-3) 220: 
Diego Lozano (FOMA) over (WAPE) 
(For.) 285: Danen Settles (FOMA) over 
Dakota Boline (WAPE) (Fall 0:28) 106: 
Emmett Kruse (FOMA) over Dawson 
Tipps (WAPE) (Fall 1:33) 113: Matthew 
Steffensmeier (FOMA) over Garret Dick-
ey (WAPE) (Fall 1:15) 120: Owen Kruse 
(FOMA) over Chase Witte (WAPE) (Fall 
3:44) 126: Gage Roberts (FOMA) over 
Elijah Belzer (WAPE) (Fall 5:20) 132: 
Mitchell Moore (WAPE) over Gavin Wise-
man (FOMA) (Fall 2:21) 138: Will Larson 
(FOMA) over (WAPE) (For.) 145: Daniel 
Meeker (WAPE) over Tanner Settles 
(FOMA) (Fall 5:02) 152: Jakob McGowan 
(FOMA) over Christopher Ewart (WAPE) 
(Dec 8-4)

Fort Madison (FOMA) 63.0 Mediap-
olis (MEDI) 11.0 182: Chance Hocker 
(FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 195: Levi 
Lowney (FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 220: 
Keegan Akers (MEDI) over Diego Lozano 
(FOMA) (Dec 5-1) 285: Danen Settles 
(FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 106: Em-
mett Kruse (FOMA) over Mak Kennedy 
(MEDI) (Fall 0:39) 113: Matthew Steffens-
meier (FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 120: 
Owen Kruse (FOMA) over Owen Russell 
(MEDI) (Fall 1:02) 126: Quinten Aney 
(MEDI) over Gage Roberts (FOMA) (TF 
19-4 2:08) 132: Gavin Wiseman (FOMA) 
over (MEDI) (For.) 138: Will Larson 
(FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 145: Tanner 
Settles (FOMA) over (MEDI) (For.) 152: 
Jakob McGowan (FOMA) over (MEDI) 
(For.) 160: Mason Schau (FOMA) over 
Lucas Wagenbach (MEDI) (Dec 9-4) 
170: Caden Benz (MEDI) over Nathan 
Steffensmeier (FOMA) (Dec 3-0)

Above, Fort Madison’s Gage Roberts gets a reversal working on Wa-
pello’s Elijah Belzer at 126 lbs as part of the triangular Wednesday 
night in Fort Madison. Roberts would score a pin in the third period to 
help lead the Hounds to a 63-12 win in the night’s first match. Below, 
Fort Madison’s Owen Kruse closes in on a pin in the 120 lb match with 
Wapello’s Chase Witte Tuesday night in Fort Madison.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://leecountyhd.org/index.php/hospice-tree/
http://www.OldFortPlayers.com
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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Classifieds

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Do you have experience in manufacturing or an 
interest in manufacturing? If so, we have…

Regular Full-time Production
& Warehouse Job Opportunities!

• Positions start at $16.23-$20.60 an Hour + Shift Premiums
• Apply for benefits starting Day 1
• No probationary period
• Competitive pay with guaranteed pay increases
• Ft. Madison Manufacturing Plant
• Open Interviews & Onsite Plant Tours

Tuesday 12/10 & Thursday 12/12
8:00am-11:00am & 5:00pm-8:00pm

1910 48th Street, Ft. Madison, IA 52627
*Please apply online first* https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/POSTPONED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Place your ad now! Call Martha at 319.316.3621

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Give the Gift of Great Service
Gift Card Sale

Sale ends 12.23.19

$25 for $20
$50 for $40
$75 for $60

$100 for $80

$25 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order S250 or More

$50 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot 
combine with any other offers. One 

time use. Valid for a limited time only.

$10 OFF
Oil Change

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

Battery Check, Suspension Check,
All Fluids Level Check,

Radiator & Coolant Check,
Tire Check, and Lights Check.

PLUS Road Test

For faster service, please call ahead
for an appointment. Cannot combine 
offers. Valid for a limited time only.

$99.95
ALIGNMENT

SPECIAL
Includes:

Computerized Alignement,
Brake Inspection,
and Tire Rotation

Valid on most vehicles. Excludes 
parts. Cannot combine offers. Valid 

for a limited time only.

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm
www.griffinmuffler.com

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

Experience the
Difference

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

https://ScottsMiracleGro.com/Careers/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://www.staycobblestone.com/ia/fortmadison
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
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Classifieds

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Martha today
319.316.3621

Call Martha today to advertise 319.316.3621

Business Directory

http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Scene Around the Area/From the Front

HOLIDAY SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Tuesday, December 10, 6:30 p.m.
at our Donnellson, Iowa location

Schmitz Funeral Homes & Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home

The service will include lighting a candle for those we have lost this 
past year & a glass ornament will be given to each family in remem-
brance of your lost loved one. If you’re unable to attend the service, 

you may receive your ornament at the following locations:

Schmitz Funeral Home, Farmington, IA
Thursday, December 12, 3-4:30 p.m.

Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home, Nauvoo, IL
Friday, December 13, 3-4:30 p.m.

Schmitz Funeral Home, West Point, IA
Saturday, December 14, 9-10 a.m.

We hope you find peace during this season.
Sincerely – Brian Schmitz, Mitch Beals, Wendy Vonderhaar, Jan Loges,

Cody Warth, Dave Dingman, John King, & Lyndsey Schmitz

Donnellson 319-835-5716 
Farmington 319-878-3716 
West Point 319-837-6331
Nauvoo 217-453-2420

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 12 Dec

Overcast
High– 45.1º F | Low – 38.7º F

FRI 13 Dec

Overcast
High– 44.3º F | Low – 37.3º F

SAT 14 Dec

Light Snow
High– 25.1º F | Low – 19.3º F

SUN 15 Dec

Snow
High– 24.7º F | Low – 24.2º F

MON 16 Dec

Heavy Snow
High– 26.5º F | Low – 10.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

Quality Fisheries website at www.niotafishmarket.com.
Marsden said after the fire he thought maybe it was time to 

try something else.
“I’m 64 and I thought about going and doing something 

else for a while,” he said.
“But we’ve had a big response from the public, longtime 

employees, and long time fisherman who don’t have a place 
to sell. And we’ve had an outpouring from the customers. So 
someway… somehow, we’ll either rebuild or find a suitable 
building we can move into.”

Moving into another building in the area might be the least 
expensive and quickest way to get back to operations, he said.

Insurance on the building was only about 1/4 of what it 
would cost to rebuild. Marsden said the facility was old and 
he had trouble finding an insurance company that would 
insure it at replacement value.

“We’re weighing several options and we do plan on being 
back in operations as soon as possible,” he said.

“When the benefits are all done and insurance company 
has settled, we’ll add’er up and see what we can get done.”

Despite the fire and income coming to an immediate halt, 
Marsden said he still has bills to pay and was able to get a lot 
of payments off to fisherman and vendors this week.

The fire was actually spotted by a volunteer Niota fireman 
who happened to be traveling by the market at about 12:45 
a.m. and saw the fire in the corner of the building and called 
for help.

“They called me and I got down there a little after 1 a.m. 
and it was pretty well engulfed by then,” he said.

“We don’t know exactly what caused it, but we were smok-
ing fish that night. That’s the first thing we suspected.”

Marsden said there was also a natural gas valve in that area 
too that was fueling the fire. He said firefighters got that shut 
off quickly, but it was too late.

The market is a storied outlet. Marsden purchased the 
building in 1997 and has been running wholesale and retail 
sales since that time. The market was originally owned and 
operated by John Haigh, who also owned the Riverview Sup-
per Club in Dallas City.

“A lot of people knew John. He was a pretty big name 
around here and started the fish market in 1955…64 years 
ago.”

Haigh operated the market and the restaurant for many 
years before selling to another man, who then sold to Mars-
den who moved to the area after selling fish wholesale in the 
Chicago area.

“I loved that business and being in the big city,” he said.
“The only reason I moved back here was I was having back 

issues and my doctor told me to get out of the trucks or I’d be 
in a wheel chair. I took him at his word.”

In 1997 the Marsdens completely remodeled the market 
and brought it up to food-grade standards, and then started 
making a name for themselves with area and regional fisher-
man.

He said revenues from the market increased every year as 
he built the business and established relationships not only 

with customers from as far away as the Quad Cities, but also 
with fisherman from all around the Midwest.

He said Food Network celebrity Alton Brown stopped into 
the market for about an hour one afternoon when he was 
filming for his show “Good Eats”. Brown was on a tour of the 
Mississippi River from New Orleans to the river’s beginning 
at Lake Itasca in Minnesota.

“He was on a motorcycle but had a crew of about eight 
people and came in and tried the fish,” Marsden said.

“One of his scouts found out about us and he included us 
on the trip. He stayed for about an hour and half. It was a 
really neat experience and it ended up in his book.”

The family ended up making friends with the customer 
base at the market over the years, and began seeing people 
week in and week out.

“We carried some unique items and we always carried top-
grade, which makes a huge difference,” he said.

“We developed a big following and our smoked fish be-
came a big hit. It was a very big deal for Niota, I think.”

Marsden is planning a large sale several days before Christ-
mas where he will sell the remaining frozen fish and seafood 
that was saved in the freezer. He said more details on that will 
come later. Customers can sign up for news and updates at 
the website.

There is also a GoFund me page set up at www.gofundme.
com/f/quality-fisheries where individuals can make dona-
tions to help get the Marsden family back in business. A 
Facebook page is also updated regularly with new informa-
tion at www.facebook.com/QualityFisheries/.

Fishery had 90 minutes of fame with Alton Brown
MARKET - Continued from Page 1

The Lee County Health Department unveiled its Trees of Love last 
week at the LCHD offices in Fort Madison. Pictured left to right: Janie 
Johnson, LCHD Administrative Assistant; Jeri Giebelhausen, LCHD 
Volunteer Coordinator; Michele Ross, LCHD Administrator; Becky 
Worster, LCHD Community Health & Nursing Program Director; Larry 
Wallingford, LCHD-Hospice Chaplain

A Tree of Love was also housed at UnityPoint Health of Keokuk.  Pic-
tured left to right are: Jeri Giebelhausen, LCHD Volunteer Coordinator; 
Rita Hickey, LCHD Volunteer; Michele Ross, LCHD Administrator; Vick-
ie Reneau, UnityPoint Health-Keokuk Administrator; Larry Wallingford, 
LCHD-Hospice Chaplain; Becky Worster, LCHD Community Health & 
Nursing Program Director.

https://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.niotafishmarket.com
http://www.gofundme.com/f/quality-fisheries
http://www.gofundme.com/f/quality-fisheries
http://www.facebook.com/QualityFisheries/
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