SPORTS:

Pheasants Forever was standing room
only Saturday at the Comfort Inn and
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By Curt Swarm

Dissecting Da Vinci

- A book review

Ginnie gave me the book, “Leonardo Da Vinci”
by Walter Isaacson for Christmas. It’s a large, heavy,
pretty book. But don't let the size fool you. Its pages
are of high-quality, thick, satin paper because of all
the artwork. Of the 600 pages, the last 100 or so are
index and notes, etc. My arms soon became tired
from holding the book. It’s probably not a book you
would take on an airplane.

Then Ginnie started reading it also, and there was
a conflict as to who was going to get to read it and
when. I solved the problem by ordering the book on
Kindle. Ginnie snarked that the artwork wouldn’t
be near the quality on Kindle. I demonstrated to her
how on Kindle I could “blow up” or “spread apart”

a picture, say for example “Mona Lisa’s” eyeball, and
study Da Vinci’s brush strokes. She was soon asking
to see such-and-such a picture on Kindle. Thus, the
Twenty-First-Century debate as to which is superior,
Kindle or “real” books, ended in a draw, for us any-
way. While waiting to have our car lubed, I was able
to whip out my smart phone and continue to read Da
Vinci, the smart phone having tracked the last page
read on Kindle. Ginnie was quite jealous. Shows-to-
go-you.

What can I say about Da Vinci except read the
book and become enlightened. He was a self-edu-
cated, illegitimate child whose genius rivals that of
Einstein, Michelangelo and Steve Jobs all rolled into
one. As a child, a bird flew into his crib and flapped
its tail, perhaps signifying the touch of a muse. To say
he was a Renaissance Man, combining art, science,
medicine, mathematics, astronomy, you-name-it,
doesn’t do him justice. Not only did he paint the most
famous pieces of art in the world—the “Mona Lisa”
and the “Last Supper”--but he swam underwater to
compare the fin movement of fish to the wing move-
ment of birds. He invented the first helicopter, and
made water-powered clocks and musical instruments.
He studied the tongue of a woodpecker. He dissected
facial muscles to know how to make the most famous
smile in the world—that of Mona Lisa. He studied
light and shadows and perspective. Upon meeting a

See SWARM, page 2

Test Kitchen Education Foundation’s Kumar Wickramasingha accepts is a $5000 dona-
tion from dentist Dr. Mark & Kara Pothitakis’ family. “They are a true advocate of educa-
tion and believe in the vision and the mission of the foundation, Wickramasingha said.
“Thank you for giving our kids beautiful smiles in many ways! Pothitakis said it was honor
to help the program. “I've known and respected Kumar and his vision and my family is
just happy to help a great program that helps kids get help with scholarships, preparation
for college, etc, in this setting,” said Pothitakis.
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FMCH gets Blue Distinction award

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON -
Wellmark Blue Cross® and
Blue Shield® has recog-
nized Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital (FMCH)
with a Blue Distinction®
Center+ for Maternity
Care designation as part
of the Blue Distinction
Specialty Care program.
Blue Distinction Centers
are nationally designat-
ed hospitals that show
expertise in delivering
improved patient safety
and better health out-
comes, based on objective
measures that were devel-
oped with input from the
medical community.

Advertiser Index

Nearly four million

babies are born in the U.S.

annually, making child-
birth the most common
cause of hospitalization,
and cesarean sections are
the most common oper-
ating room procedures,
according to National
Centers for Health Statis-
tics and the Agency for
Health care Research &
Quality (AHRQ). Reduc-
ing early elective delivery
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is an area of focus for
the American College of
Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists (ACOG) and the
American Academy of Pe-
diatrics (AAP). According
to Health Affairs, elective
inductions result in more
cesarean deliveries and a
longer maternal hospital-
ization.

The Blue Distinction
Centers+ for Maternity
Care program evalu-
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ates hospitals on quality
measures for vaginal and
cesarean delivery. To
receive a Blue Distinction
Centers+ for Maternity
Care designation, a hospi-
tal must also demonstrate
cost-efficiency.

Quality is key: Only
those hospitals that first
meet Blue Distinction’s
nationally-established,
objective quality mea-
sures will be considered
for designation as a Blue
Distinction Center+.

FMCH is proud to be
recognized by Wellmark
Blue Cross and Blue
Shield for meeting the

See AWARD, page 4
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Opinion/Current-Lee

(CURRENT-LEE
Rainbolt family holding benefit to offset

SOMS ﬁnal expenses

FORT MADISON - A benefit is being planned for expenses related to the death
of Dakotah Rainbolt on March 3, 2018 at the Fort Madison Eagles, 4822 Avenue O.
from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m.

As part of the benefit a $10 raffle is being held for a quarter side of beef from
Dave’s Old Fashioned Meats. Contact Gary’s Trading Post at 319-561-1132 for more
information or tickets.

Glo Crazy for Education run set for
April 7

FORT MADISON - A 5K run/walk will be held on April 7 at
Baxter Sports Complex beginning at 8 p.m. Proceeds from the
event will go to the Elliott Test Kitchen in Fort Madison. The
event is being put on by Fort Madison service clubs including
Fort Madison Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary clubs as well as the Fort
Madison High School key club. Registration can be done at www.pencitycurrent.

com/glo-crazy/.

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

##HyperLocalSuperFresh

Da Vinci applied intellect
to his imagination

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

centenarian who died,
Leonardo promptly dis-
sected the corpse and dis-
covered atherosclerosis.
He wondered why the sky
was blue and how fossils
came to be on moun-
tain tops. He studied the
flow of blood through
the heart and discovered
what made heart valves
open and close. (I al-
ways figured heart valves
operated like sluice gates.
Nope.) Heart valves open
and close due to eddies
in the blood. He was not
in a hurry. His paint-
ings took years. “Mona
Lisa,” who originally had
eyebrows, took 16 years
to paint, and then he still
wasn't finished. By the
way, the reason Mona
Lisa’s eyes seem to follow
the viewer around the
room are because Leon-
ardo painted her right
pupil larger than the left.
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He discovered
that sound and
light travel

in waves, as

do emotions.
He craved
education

for the sake

of education

and, being left handed,
he wrote from the right
hand of the page to the
left in mirror script. He
used drawing to help him
think. Leonardo had a
sense of humor. When

he was painting “The
Last Supper,” the Duke

of Milan was on his case
to hurry up and finish it.
Leonardo politely told the
Duke to back off, or his
face might wind up as the
face of Judas.

In the words of the
author, Walter Isaacson,
“What made Leonardo
a genius, what set him
apart from people who
are merely extraordinari-
ly smart, was creativi-
ty, the ability to apply
imagination to intellect”

He “tried to know all
there was to know about
everything that could be
known”

The reason we know all
this is because of paper
and Da Vinci’s copious
notes that are still being
discovered today. Would
he approve of the Kindle,
that may not be around
ten years from now?
Once again Isaacson
states, “The willingness to
surrender preconceptions
was key to his creativity”

Have a good story? Call
or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526,
email him at curtswarm@
vahoo.com or find him
on Face Book. Curt’s sto-
ries are also read at 106.3
FM in Farmington.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

MON 26 Feb
Clear Skies

High —46.7°F | Low — 34.8° F

TUE 27 Feb

Clear Skies

High— 54.0° F | Low — 43.7° F

WED 28 Feb
Light Rain

High—53.5° F | Low — 43.5° F

THU 01 Mar

Moderate Rain
High —45.5°F | Low - 37.2° F

FRI 02 Mar
Clear Skies

High— 39.4° F | Low — 26.7° F

OpenWeatherMa
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Mic
Night  70m

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

88
2721 .

Protect your hottom line with
The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

= Producers who process, retail or direct market

= Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
and training

= Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

B FARM BUREAU
'@BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Western Agricultural Insurance Gompany*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services GAO19 (12-14)

YOUR

HERE

(319)371.4125

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank-

Some products and services not available in all areas.

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL LCENBER

L
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.lIrisCityCleaners.com

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS
1 month » Only $25%

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, lowa
Board of Supervisors
Exchange of Proposals
DATE: MONDAY,
February 26, 2018
LOCATION:
2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA 52639
AGENDA

CONVENING TIME:
10:00 A.M.

10:00 a.m. Exchange of
Initial Proposals with Sec-
ondary Roads Union

Closed Session to follow:
Negotiating sessions are ex-
empt from Chapter 21 Open
Meetings

CONVENING TIME:
12:00 P.M

12:00 p.m. Exchange of
Initial Proposals with Ad-
ministrative Union

Closed Session to follow:
Negotiating sessions are ex-
empt from Chapter 21 Open
Meetings

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, lowa
Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting
Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY,
February 27, 2018
MEETING
CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:
2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA 52639
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

9:01 a.m. Public Hearing
to Approve FY 19 County
Budget

Consider Approval of
Resolution Approving FY'19
County Budget

Consider Approval of
Tuesday, February 20, 2018
Board Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Public Input

Consider Approval to Re-
place Class III Maintenance
Position in Secondary Roads
Consider Approval of Res-
olution Removing Mobile
Homes from Tax System
Consider Approval of Tax
Abatement Resolution

Personnel Actions:

A. Transfer-Secondary
Roads

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow

Vision and hearing
assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

HTC Foundation
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

The Holy Trinity Catholic
Schools Foundation Board is
looking to hire a Development
Director. This individual will
work with the Board to grow
the assets managed by the
Foundation. Email resumes
to Brian Foecke at bjfoecke@
ft.nyl.com. Resumes are due
by March 15th.

Place your ad

online 24/7

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint
and carpet. Located at the
corner of 15th street and Ave
E (large white building — the
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Also have a Hair Salon
space available. Call 319-
470-8711.

Epson 69 Black and
Color C/M/Y Ink
Cartridges
(T069120-BCS)

Combo 4/Pack . Box opened,
but cartridges are not - pur-
chased wrong package for
my printer. Regularly $62.99,
will sell for $50.00. Call Lee
at (319)371.4125 or email

sales@pencitycurrent.com.
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From the Front/Scene Around Town

TI?@

Thank you to all of our customers who helped us
reduce our environmental footprint in 2017!

Great River Regional Waste Authority is
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage
our environmental footprint and help educate our
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:

Click Here

For your convenience:
10 cities

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online! - www.grrwa.com - facebook.com/grrwa

It was standing room only at this year’s annual Pheasant’s For-
ever dinner at the Comfort Inn and Suites on Saturday. Above,
attendees talk with the hosts of the gun raffle and, in the back-

ground, silent auction bids are taken on more than 50 gift baskets.

FMCH honor showcases
commitment to Birthplace

AWARD - Continued from Page 1

rigorous Blue Distinction Center+ quality and cost selection criteria for maternity
care set by the Blue Distinction Specialty Care program.

“We are committed to providing the highest quality care for our families, from
their first visit with one of our Obstetricians in our Women’s Center to the arrival of
their newborn in the Birthplace. We are honored to be part of this exciting time in
our patient’s lives and want to make the experience as positive and safe as possible.
Being recognized by Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield with this designation val-
idates our efforts,” commented Heather Stevenson, FMCH Maternal Child Director.

Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) companies across the nation have recognized more
than 1,000 hospitals as Blue Distinction Centers+ for Maternity Care. Hospitals
recognized with this designation are assessed using a combination of quality in-
formation supplied by hospitals and cost measures derived from BCBS companies’
medical claims.

Since 2006, the Blue Distinction Specialty Care program has helped patients find
quality specialty care in the areas of bariatric surgery, cancer care, cardiac care,
maternity care, knee and hip replacements, spine surgery, and transplants, while en-
couraging health care professionals to improve the care they deliver. Research shows
that, compared to other hospitals, those designated as Blue Distinction Centers
demonstrate better quality and improved outcomes for patients. On average, Blue
Distinction Centers+ are also 20 percent more cost-efficient than non-Blue Distinc-
tion Center+ designated hospitals.

For more information about the program and for a complete listing of the desig-
nated facilities, please visit www.bcbs.com/bluedistinction.

— IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You

Pen City
jowa Current
encourages
2/25 MID-DAY 2/25 MID-DAY
0609 1223 yOUtop_lay
2/25 EVENING 2/25 EVENING responsibly.
296 9696
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