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Former ISP site option for regional ed. center

Bryan Langerud, plant manager at Pinnacle Foods, south of Fort Madison looks over a library 
in the former Habitat industries complex at the former Iowa State Penitentiary. Langerud, 
along with, left to right, Rebecca Bowker, Jason Huffman, Dennis Fraise and Matt Morris, 
among other busines, industry and educational leaders, toured that section of the prison as 
part of ongoing research into a regional education center in Lee County.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON 
- A group of about 15 
economic and education 
officials took a tour of 
a section of the former 
Iowa State Penitentiary 
as part of diligence work 
in putting together plans 
for a regional education 
center.

Officials from lo-
cal banks, industries, 
schools and economic 
development officials 
toured the former 
habitat section of the 
prison industries facili-
ties where cabinets and 
materials were con-
structed for all Habitat 
For Humanity projects 
across Iowa.

ISP Executive officer 
Rebecca Bowker escort-
ed the group through 
the facility which is lo-
cated under the old pris-
on gymnasium. Some 

of the rooms toured 
were the prison library, 
several cabinet construc-
tion rooms, an industrial 
sewing room and other 
auxilliary rooms used in 
the industries programs. 
14,000 square foot.

Several rooms still had 
boots and books and 
construction materials 
just where they were 

left when the units were 
closed down.

The group has been 
touring regional edu-
cation centers to get a 
sense for how successful 
programs are put togeth-
er and find out what 
kind of programming is 
in place and what types 
of funds are going to be 
needed to get the pro-

gram up and running.
Bowker said a study, 

required by the De-
partment of Natural 
Resources and adminis-
tered through the state’s 
Department of Admin-
istrative Services, would 
need to be completed 
before any additional 
physical progress could 
take place.

“The study was 
researched in 2015 
would cost $150,000 to 
$200,000 and would be 
administered by DAS, 
but that includes the 
whole campus and all 
the structures,” Bowker 
said. “Maybe a smaller 
study could be done 

Site would 
require 
$200K state 
study

See STUDY, page 8

FM has $50K unclaimed Powerball ticket

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Dig deep in your wallets, look 
under the car seats, check the sofas. Someone pur-

chased a $50,000 winning Powerball ticket in Fort 
Madison and it’s still unclaimed.

According to Mary Neubauer, Vice President for 
External Relations with Iowa Lottery, the ticket was 
purchased for the June 10th Powerball drawing at the 
East end Caseys at 1208 Avenue H.

“It’s been more than two months now that that ticket 
has been sitting out there unclaimed,” Neubauer said. 
‘But don’t worry, there is still plenty of time to claim the 

prize.”
She said Powerball tickets in Iowa expire 365 days 

after the draw day. If that day were to fall on a holiday 
or a weekend, their would be additional time added. 
She said this particular ticket would expire on June 11, 
2018.

“A couple of months is little unusual for a prize that 

See WINNER, page 8

Ticket was sold June 6 at 
Casey’s on east end of town

Boom 
rattles 

windows 
Tuesday

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON 
- Local authorities are 
chalking a large boom this 
morning to a sonic boom 
most likely from a jet 
overhead.

Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber said he 
was making a call to the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to see if a jet was 
overhead but hadn’t heard 
anything definitive.

The sound seems to 
have been more audible 
over the Montrose area.

Steve Cirrina, the Lee 
County Emergency Man-
agement Services director 
said he heard the noise 
this morning a little after 
11 and ran outside of his 
home in Montrose.

See BOOM, page 4

Top theory 
is military 
fighter jet
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Let Griffin’s Help Send Your Student Off Safe & Sound

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com
5% of every invoice, sales tax 

excluded, will be added to your 
Griffin Gratitude Card to use for 
future services up to 50% Off! 
Plus receive $25 for every new 
customer you refer to Griffins! 

Join Griffins Gratitude Rewards Program!
Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL 
INSPECTIONS!  

Receive up to

$60 
Pre-Paid Visa Card

On a qualifying 
purchase of brake pads
Now through September 30th, 2017

Click Here 
for more details or to 

schedule your 
appointment online!

Mention these coupons at time of service!

 Like us on Facebook!

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I 8/15 MID-DAY
5 0 2  

8/15 EVENING
6  2  0

 8/15 MID-DAY
7 3 4 0 

8/15 EVENING
3  1  7  1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 8/15
7  16  20  66  73 

Lucky Ball: 7
Megaplier: 2

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

08/14/17 - 9:01 a.m. - 
Fort Madison Police re-
sponded to a report of a 
gas drive off in the 1200 
block of 38th Street.
08/14/17 - 1:06 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a property damage 
accident at the intersection 

of 7th Street and Avenue D.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

08/14/17 - 11:05 a.m. - Lee 
County Deputies arrested 
Lawrence Edward Sherrill, 
Jr., 59, of Keokuk, in the 
400 block of South 4th 
Street on a warrant for 
violation of probation.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue

08/14/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call 
and one gas leak.

FMCH recognizes patients’ Guardian Angels

BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON - The 

Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital Foundation 
is pleased to announce 
the recognition of these 
FMCH Guardian Angels.

Jessica Teeter (Car-
diopulmonary), Arsenia 
Smith (Medical-Surgical 
Unit) and Janice Brown 
(Medical-Surgical Unit): 
“I had a hard time putting 
my gratitude into words. 
I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart 
for being there in my time 
of need.  I feel so blessed 
that my Mother was in 
your loving care during 
her final moments. I feel 
so blessed that I was able 

to be right by her side 
during her passing. You 
gave me strength, hope, 
and comfort. Thanks to 
each of you who cared for 
my Mom. For all you do, 
for who you are, I will be 
forever grateful you are in 
my life.”

Genessa Meier (ER): 
The gift was given by 
Christine Fox. “Genessa 
went above and beyond 
her call of duty. Unfor-
tunately I had a visitor 
who is over my medical 
decisions-he wanted me 
admitted to Iowa City 
immediately. Genessa 
professionally explained 
the process which they 
followed.  This person 

wasn’t nice and I was so 
embarrassed. Genessa 
should have not dealt with 
that behavior.  Genessa 
was so nice to myself and 
my daughter. Hats off 
Genessa you ROCK.

The Guardian Angel 
program allows patients 
to recognize outstanding 
FMCH employees by giv-
ing a monetary donation 
to the FMCH Founda-
tion. Employees receiving 
the honor are awarded a 
Guardian Angel pin and 
certificate.

If you would like more 
information about the 
FMCH Foundation or 
how you can nominate 
someone as a Guardian 
Angel, contact Carrie 
Green, FMCH Founda-
tion Executive Director at 
319-376-2747.

Janice Brown Genessa Meir

Aresenia Smith Jessica Teeter

Surgical unit, ER nurse 
recognized for service

A worker with Keokuk Contractors washing down a ditch Tuesday 
morning as part of construction work being done on Avenue G just 
south of the former Iowa State Penitentiary..

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Classifieds

Banking
at the touch of a button.

easy. peasy.

MOBILE
MEMBER FDIC EQUAL HOUSING

Call 319-372-2243 for more details
or click this ad to download the app.

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

BUNGALOWS
Classic american designs

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

SOLD
315 Avenue E

Listing #20162543; $53,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

Immediate Positions
Available

Jr./Sr. High Math Teacher
Part-time position available 
for Jr. High Math, Algebra I 
and Algebra II. Competitive 
Salary to Qualified Appli-
cants.

Please e-mail or send your 
resume to:

Michael Sheerin
HTC

2600 Avenue A
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Michael.sheerin@holytrinity
schools.org

319-372-2486 x1

Daycare Substitutes.
Afternoon Daycare Shift 

(2:30-5:30 pm).

Please e-mail or send your 
resume to:

Stefanie Drollinger
HTC Early Childhood Center

2213 Avenue J
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Stefanie.drollinger@holytrini
tyschools.org
319-372-6428

Sub Arena Sandwich Shop 
has immediate openings for 
daytime positions. Please 
apply in person at 2805 Av-
enue L, Ft. Madison. No 
phone calls or emails please.

HELP WANTED

Reach More Potential 
Customers with #PCC

For more information
& to start advertising

Nissa Rung
(319)520.8953

n.rung@pencitycurrent.com 

Shawna Ross
(319)470.0622

sross@pencitycurrent.com

June 2017
19,567 users | 64,244 pageviews

877,679 ads served
72,593 Facebook users reached

and still growing!

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Advertise
your service

business

90 days • 
Only $7499

2x2 Businss Card 
Size Ad

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

 The RIU Palace Tropical Bay Hotel is located on 
Negril’s 7 Mile Beach, one of Jamaica’s most stunning! The 
amenities available at the RIU Palace Tropical Bay Hotel are 
countless, and they’ll make your stay unforgettable.  Overlooking 
Bloody Bay on the Caribbean coast, this all-inclusive resort 
with Victorian-style details is right on the water. The Seven Mile 
Beach is known for its white sands, and very calm and crystal 
clear waters. 
 You’re guaranteed to have fun at this Jamaican 
beach resort! You can enjoy one of the many swimming pools 
or take advantage of the direct beach access. RIU also offers 
a recreation program where you can enjoy all types of activities 
and live shows day or night, as well as the Renova Spa located 
within the resort. 
 The Resort has been designed to give you the best 
quality and variety of food options. You’ll get to taste the finest 
international, Japanese, and Italian cuisine, or try the best 
Jamaican barbecue beside the beach! This all-inclusive resort 
also has four bars located in different zones so that you can 
enjoy refreshments any time of day (or night!). 
 Jamaica is a unique country where you are sure to 
have unforgettable experiences. There will be plenty to do off the 
resort as well -- all within walking distance, including Booby Cay, 
Kool Runnings Water Park, Times Square Mall, Throne Room and 
the Negril Hills Golf Club. 

RIU TROPICAL BAY NEGRIL
All-Inclusive Resort February 16-24, 2018

TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation // On-board Friendly Host
• Pre-night hotel stay at Drury Inn, St. Louis with Kickback Reception
• Round-trip, non-stop flight from St. Louis, MO to Montego Bay
• 8 days, 7 nights at the RIU Tropical Bay Negril
• ALL food, beverages, alcohol, and gratuities are included while at the resort

SINGLE $3300 PP / DOUBLE $2625 PP
$50 CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
DISCOUNT IS AVAILABLE $500 DEPOSIT / PIF 10-20-17

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
www.trailwaystravel.com
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

This doe and her fawns found their way to some ice cream this past weekend as they 
poked outside the timberline just northeast of the Putt-A-Round parking lot. They stayed 
long enough to get a feel for the spectators then darted back into the woods.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“It was pretty large bang and shook the windows so I 
ran outside and I heard a jet overhead,” Cirinna said.

“We get these things about once a year or so and in 
the past I’ve called around to Scott Air Force Base (Il-
linois) and other places and they always say ‘We don’t 
know of anything’, so who knows.”

He said he didn’t call around to bases this time, but 
also said the area is in an active meteor shower and he’s 
heard of occurrences where meteors, if they get inside 
the atmosphere, can create sonic booms, but he’s bet-
ting it was a military plane.

“That’s the only explanation I can give you, but I have 
heard of meteors causing booms like that, but I’d bet it 
was a jet.”

“They’re not supposed to fly over heavily populated 
areas, but I don’t know how firmly they stick to those 
guidelines.” he said.

Officials say booms 
are not uncommon

BOOM - Continued from Page 1

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK - The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 

reports the arrest of a Keokuk, Iowa man on misde-
meanor drug charges.

It’s the task force’s third bust in less than a week in 
the Keokuk area.

David Eugene Thomas, 57, of 923 South 14th 
Street, Keokuk, Iowa was arrested on August 14th, 

2017 at the Keokuk Police Depart-
ment on misdemeanor drug charges. 
Thomas is charged with possession of 
marijuana, a serious misdemeanor, and 
maintaining a drug house, an aggravat-
ed misdemeanor. If convicted, Thomas 
faces up to 3 years in a state correction-
al facility.

The arrest of Thomas stems from an investigation 
by the Lee County Narcotics Task Force into allega-
tions that he was involved in the use of illegal drugs 
in the Lee County area. A search warrant was served 

in connection to this investigation and items that 
support the charges were discovered.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Keokuk Police 
Department, Iowa Division of Narcotics Enforce-
ment, and the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office assisted the 
Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent until and un-
less proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Department of Justice and the funds 
administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy.

Task forces continues busy August with another Keokuk bust

THOMAS

Third narcotics bust in the 
past five days

http://www.leecountybank.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
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http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
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https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
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http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tour/RIU-Tropical-Bay-Negril-2017
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Wed., Sept. 6
CINCH Shootout
The best cowboys

in the country
competing for 
$120,000
in prize money

Thur., Sept. 7
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Cody Johnson
Country Artist

Fri., Sept. 8
PRCA

Rodeo Action
with

Smash Mouth
rocking the stage

Sat., Sept. 9
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Jon Pardi
Award-winning country star

Tri-State

rodeo
September 6-9, 2017

Fort Madison, IA

70th annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Big Buckle Bash 2017 
brought to you by: 

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,

 Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

Classic Car

Starting at 4pm

Fort Madison
 Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
  Adults: $5   Kids: $2   •   Food Vendors

Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST! 

The Voice
Singing Competition

Starting at 5pm

Starting at 8pm

Country 
Musician

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon • Riverview Park, 

Ft. Madison

Please call 319-372-5471 for details. 

FREE KIDS EVENTS
Minute to Win It Games, 
Football Toss, & MORE!

AIR EVAC 
HELICOPTER LANDING

Weather Permitting

36’ INFLATABLE 
OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE
Medals presented at 12pm!

Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

FREE 
Cotton Candy 

& Lunch Provided!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Hill Hill TheThe
Siders
Siders

Saturday, August 19th
7 to 10

1135 Ave. E

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.tristaterodeo.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.fortmadison.com/events/fort-madison-partner-affiliate-events/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
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From the Front/Weather

Lunch & Learn
Dedicated  to learning  

about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday 
of each month 

in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 
Click to visit our website. 

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing 
companies has immediate openings for

highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS 
EVERY TUESDAY

9AM-3PM

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 17 Aug

Light rain
High – 74.4º F | Low – 68.4º F

FRI 18 Aug

Clear skies
High – 78.7º F | Low – 68.7º F

SAT 19 Aug

Clear skies
High – 83.2º F | Low – 66.6º F

SUN 20 Aug

Moderate rain
High – 86.9º F | Low – 73.2º F

MON 21 Aug

Moderate rain
High – 83.7º F | Low – 74.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

that would cost less, but 
I can’t speak to that. So 
there are some significant 
costs associated with it 
but right now our budget 
doesn’t include that 
$200,000 study at this 
time.”

She said the prison 
is currently spending 
$1,000 per day in utility 
costs inside the secure 
perimeter so a project 
like this would help the 

prison with it’s resources.
Bowker said the in-

frastructure is in place 
that could be used for a 
project like this.

“It’s a decent space with 
some basic stuff in there 
that you may need. We 
did talk about parking, 
there is a separate what 
we used to call a wagon 
gate where they used to 
roll in the old galllows, 
that would probably be 

the door that would have 
to be modified for what-
ever program you would 
use. That would be the 
entrance and somehow 
parking would have to 
take place in there,” she 
said.

Lee County Econom-
ic Development Chief 
Operating Officer Dennis 
Fraise, said the visit was 
just part of the overall re-
search on the possibility 
of a Lee County regional 
education center. The 
LCEDG has taken a 
facilitating role with the 
project.

The center would be a 
facility for high school 
and adult education trade 
course and continuing 
education courses. The 
project would require the 
collaboration of indus-
tries, business and educa-
tional centers including 
county high school and 
Southeastern Communi-
ty College.

“The whole idea is just 
to shake the bushes. I 
think everyone’s prefer-
ence would be to have 
a nice facility like those 
we’ve toured, but we have 
to do our diligence be-
cause you get questions 
like why don’t you re-
purporse a building and 
that’s a whole different 
set of worms,” Fraise said.

“There some plusses. It 
has the garage doors and 

some of the things that 
would be good, but can 
you overcome the stigma. 
That’s the psychology 
aspect of it.”

Fraise said the prison, 
if and when the $200,000 
study was completed and 
showed some feasibil-
ity, would probably be 
eligible for some state 
and federal grants to 
offset some of the costs 
of the renovations, but 

he said more research 
would need to be done to 
see if that made financial 
sense.

“There’s a possibility of 
that. No one is suggesting 
it’s a perfect scenarior, 
but it’s part of our group’s 
due diligence. We don’t 
want to leave any stone 
unturned. Let’s go look at 
it. Let’s get a cost esti-
mate. It’s just part of the 
process.”

He said the original 
timeline was to have 
something up and run-
ning by the 2019 school 
year.

“But that’s just us 
sticking our finger in the 
wind and not knowing 
things - like how to pay 
for it.”

The group was sched-
uled to also tour the 
former Midwest Acade-
my near Keokuk, but that 
tour was postponed until 
a later date.

Committee looking at ISP site as one option
STUDY - Continued from Page 1

“The whole idea is to just shake 
the bushes. I think everone’s prefer-
ence would be to have a nice facility 

like those we toured, but we have 
to do our diligence because you get 
questions like, ‘Why don’t you repur-

pose a building’...
-Dennis Fraise,

LCEDG COO

size,” she said. “That’s a significant amount of money and that ticket is usually claimed quickly. But maybe this 
person is doing the right thing and getting their ducks in a row.”

She reminded all players to double check their tickets because some players check jackpots and don’t look for 
other winning combinations like this one. This winning ticket matched four of the first five winning numbers and 
the powerball.

“The longer it sits out there, the more we get worried it will get lost or thrown away.”
Winning tickets of this size can be claimed at any Iowa Lottery office in the state with the closest being Cedar 

Rapids. Neubauer said lottery officials write a check that day for the winning amount.

Ticket missing more than two months
WINNER - Continued from Page 1
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