
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
After close to two decades 
working with the Tri-State 
Rodeo, Fort Madison’s 
Tony Johnson will slide 
into general chairman’s 
saddle for the next three 
years.

Johnson is replacing out-
going general chair Josh 
Denning, who will in turn 
take over as past-chair on 
the board and serve as an 
advisor to Johnson, along 
with the rest of the board, 
during his term.

Johnson said he’s not 
a typical rodeo guy and 
doesn’t do this everyday, 
so it’s nice to have so many 
people supporting the 
rodeo including the volun-
teers, the board, CINCH 
Jeans, and Cervi Rodeo.

Support local journal-
ism. Make your Pen City 
Current subscription 
donation here.

He said he wants to con-
tinue some of the progress 
was made under Denning’s 
leadership and then look at 
what the future may hold.

    “I have some ideas. 
The first year I’m going to 
take some things in and 
not go crazy budgetwise,” 
Johnson said. “We have 
some numbers we need 
to look at. Entertainment 
costs are skyrocketing and 
hopefully we’ll have some 
answers on what direction 
we’re going to take in a 
couple weeks.”

Denning said last year 
the rodeo invested about 
$40,000 in infrastructure 
and upgrades to things 

like lighting and wifi 
capabilities. Johnson said 
he wanted to continue the 
strides Denning made with 
entertainment, as well as 
capitalize on the invest-
ment last year.

  “There are some things 
we’re hoping and wanting 
to do with lights and enter-
tainment. Josh has done 
an excellent job and set the 
bar with entertainment. I 
feel like we have to contin-
ue that because our cus-
tomers expect that. It gets 
harder every year because 
of the cost increase, but 

we’re still trying to provide 
strong value for that ticket 
price.”

Denning said Wednes-
day the soggy weather 
didn’t do the budget any 
favors, but he wanted to 
thank area schools, busi-
nesses, and SEIBUS, for 
helping move rodeo fans 
from designated parking 
lots around Fort Madison 
to the rodeo after Wednes-
day.

“Obviously it was a wet 
rodeo for 2018. From a 
profitability standpoint we 
were down a little from the 
past. We did some nice im-
provements with the light-
ing and the infrastructure 
with wifi so Holy Trinity 
can now go wireless so 
they can take credit cards,” 
Denning said.

“Overall, it was not as 
dry as we would have liked 
it. We got a little hurt on 

Saturday with not having 
the parking lot available.”

Johnson said the Tri-
State Rodeo got some good 
news out of his last trip 
to Las Vegas, when the 
rodeo was informed that 
CINCH became a Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association sponsor and, 
with agreements being 
finalized, it looks like the 
CINCH Shoot-out payouts 
will count toward PRCA’s 
National Rodeo Finals 
point standings.

He said the PRCA is also 
taking all of the points 
earned at the top 60 rodeos 
in the country for consid-
eration for the National 
Finals Rodeo.

Denning said having 
CINCH money be a part of 
the Tri-State Rodeo’s total 
prize money puts $200,000 
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Johnson takes over as Rodeo chairman

2018 Tri-State Rodeo General Chairman, Josh Denning, hands the 
chairman’s buckle to 2019 General Chairman Tony Johnson. John-
son’s term will last through the 2021 rodeo.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

New CINCH, PRCA partnership benefits Tri-State Rodeo

See CHAIRMAN, page 8

Business district 
outlines plans 

after Main Street
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – With the Main Street Iowa flag 
pulled in downtown Fort Madison, a group of business 
and property owners are trying to jump start the battery 
of Riverfront Business District.

A group of about 20 met this morning at Connection 
Bank’s community room to talk about the pivot from a 
Main Street Iowa downtown to the previous business 
district.

Stephanie Knoch, who was the president of the Fort 
Madison Main Street group, is now leading the River-
front Business District. She asked those in attendance to 
lend their voice to the group to help determine what the 
future looks like, while not dwelling in the past.

“We need to get the message out that we’re working 
together. We need to put the past in the past. This is all 
brand new. This is starting from scratch. We want to have 
an organizatoin that is for everybody interested. They 
need to get past the past and look forward and work with 
us.

“Work with your neighbor and mend those fences. 
Take action. That’s what we want to do. We want to start 
somewhere and say, ‘look, this is where we’re going to 
start, this is where we want to go. Get on board, it’s a 
good thing’,” Knoch said.

She said there are people from the outside, like the 
Barkers, who are coming in to do things and the district 
needs to capitalize on that.

“That energy needs to be contagious.”
Several of the points brought up at the meeting fo-

cused on past divides in the downtown and the group 
said it was time to move on from past rifts and take 
advantage of recent growth and investment in the down-
town area.

The conversation also comes as the city is going out for 
bids on a $1.55 million projected sidewalk and storm-
water improvement project that will replace six foot of 
curbing and sidewalks along Avenue G.

Budget overruns have the city looking at options of 
possibly doing just a three-block stretch either from 6th 
to 9th streets or 7th to 10th streets, and possibly a 4th 
block if estimates come in favorable for the extra work.

City officials are hoping to start that project in April 
with an anticipated completion in November.

City Councilman Bob Morawitz, who was at the meet-
ing, said the construction is planned in phases where one 

See DISTRICT, page 6
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OBITUARIES

Nancy Skiles, 62 of Keokuk, IA died Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at Blessing Hospital 
in Quincy, IL.

She was born February 12, 1956 in Canton, MO the daughter of Patrick and Sylvia 
Bowman Gray. On December 2, 1978 she was united in marriage to 
Kurt Skiles in Keokuk. He preceded her in death in 2007.

Nancy graduated from Canton R-V High School in Canton, MO.
She had been employed by Casey’s in Montrose, IA.
Nancy enjoyed her flower garden and grew beautiful flowers. She 

loved spending time with family and friends.
She is survived by three sons, Ben Skiles of Keokuk, Jesse Skiles of 

Argyle, IA and Jack Skiles of Montrose, IA, one grandson, Waylon 
Skiles of Keokuk, one brother, Gavin (Sandy) Gray of N.C., three sis-
ters, Laura (Jim) Landreth of CA, Kate (Donnie) Ledford of MO and 
Fawn (John) Grace of Keokuk and many nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by parents and one brother, Frank 
Gray.

A Celebration of Life service will be held from 2-4 p.m., Tuesday, at the Vigen 
Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA.

Memorials may be made to the family.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

NANCY SKILES

SKILES

Fort Madison Middle School teacher Brian Mendez was awarded by 
the Iowa Mason as the groups 2018 Iowa Masonic Teacher of the Year 
award.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

CURRENT-LEE
Comedy Night at the FM Elks Club Rescheduled
Due to the impending weather, the Fort Madison Elks Lodge Comedy night 
has been rescheduled for Saturday, February 15 at 8:30 p.m. The show will 
feature two comedians – Tim Sullivan and another act to be named – and is 
Adult Humor. Tickets are $15 in advance/$20 the day of the show. Limited 
seating is available. Call 319.372.3724 or stop by the lodge for tickets today. 
Food available 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com.
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 18 Jan

Snow
High– 21.3º F | Low – 17.2º F

SAT 19 Jan

Snow
High– 23.6º F | Low – 8.7º F

SUN 20 Jan

Clear
High– 5.3º F | Low – 2.5º F

MON 21 Jan

Clear
High– 29.6º F | Low – 22.0º F

TUE 22 Jan

Snow
High– 35.1º F | Low – 15.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

OBITUARIES

NORVIN A. “JAKE” GILCHRIST
Norvin A. “Jake” Gilchrist, age 103, of Ft. Madison, 

passed away on Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at 1:05 PM at 
the Montrose Health Center.

He was born on November 15, 1915 
in Milton, IA to Otto and Beryl Atkins 
Gilchrist.  On March 22, 1938 he married 
Yosanda Hughes in Ottumwa and she 
passed away on March 22, 2016 on their 
78th wedding anniversary. Norvin was of 
the Baptist faith and a member of the Ft. 
Madison Senior Citizens.  He had a passion 

for baseball, especially for the Chicago Cubs.
Survivors include Richard (Mary) Gilchrist of Collier-

ville, TN; three granddaughters, April (Lee) Sanders of 
North Liberty, Amber Gilchrist of Elbert, CO and Aimee 

Gilchrist of Los Angeles, CA; two great grandchildren, 
Matthew and Rachel Sanders; a niece, Connie Lightly of 
Des Moines; cousins, Marcia McLeland of Danville and 
Karen Huffman of Townville, SC; special friends, David 
and Janet Higdon of Ft. Madison and other family mem-
bers.  He was preceded in death by his parents, wife and a 
brother, James.

The funeral service will be held on Saturday, February 2, 
2019 at 10 AM at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory 
with Rev. Cheryl Simpson officiating.  The family will meet 
with friends from 2-4 PM on Friday, February 1, 2019 at 
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  Burial will be in 
Sunnyside Cemetery in Milton. A memorial has been es-
tablished for First Baptist Church or PAW Animal Shelter 
and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

James Lewis Smith, 93, of Farmington, Iowa, passed 
away at 9:55 a.m. Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at his 

home in Farmington, Iowa.
Born on September 16, 1925, in Quin-

cy, Illinois, the son of Arthur and Lewis 
Ione (Miller) Smith. On December 25, 
1954, he married Vuel Mae Schorr in 
Kahoka, Missouri.

Survivors include his wife: Vuel of 
Farmington; two sons: Terry Smith 

of Bonaparte and Duane Smith of Farmington; one 
granddaughter: Nicole Smith; two great grandchil-
dren: Anthony and Lia and one brother: Gene (Mary 
Jo) Smith of Farmington.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two broth-
ers: Jack and Bob and one sister: Betty Grimm.

Jim served in the United States Navy for three years 
on Battleship Maryland during WWII. He worked as 
a high school librarian at Round Lake High School 
in Illinois for thirty-six years. He was a member of 
Farmington United Methodist Church, the Farming-
ton American Legion Richardson-Anthony Post #231, 
the KAABA Shrine and a fifty year member of the 
Scottish Rite. He was past Master of the Grayslake, 
Farmington and Lake Forest Masonic Lodges, he also 
was past Grand Patron of the Order of the Eastern 
Star in Grayslake and served on the Chicago Shri-
ner’s Hospital Committee. In his spare time Jim loved 
flying his airplane.

The family will receive friends from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. Monday, January 21, 2019, at the Farming-
ton United Methodist Church in Farmington, Iowa.

Masonic Rites will be held at 11:00 a.m. Monday, 
January 21, 2019, with the Funeral Service to follow, 
at the Farmington United Methodist Church with 
Pastors Michael Elrod and Dawn Butler officiating.

Burial will be at Greenglade Cemetery in Farming-
ton with Full Military Rites presented by the Farm-
ington American Legion.

Memorials have been made in his memory for the 
Shriner’s Hospital or Farmington Methodist Church.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting 
the family with arrangements.

On-line condolences to the family may be made at 
www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

JAMES LEWIS SMITH

GILCHRISTSMITH

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org


BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – For 
the first time since 2013, 
the Fort Madison Blood-
hounds will put some 
numbers on the wrestling 
conference champion 
banner hanging in the 
HoundDome.

Despite taking advan-
tage of six forfeits, the 
Hounds sent a strong 
message in defeating 
visiting Keokuk 70-12 
Thursday night.

“I’m not going to lie, it 
feels good. It’s been frus-
trating being runner up 
a couple of times in that 
span, but it doesn’t count 
if you don’t get the num-
bers on the banner,” Head 
Coach Ryan Smith said.

 “It was definitely a team 
goal, but now it’s time to 
move on and the next big 
thing is the district tour-
nament.”

Districts will be held 
Feb. 9 at Mid-Prairie 
and the Hounds have 
two more matches and a 
conference meet before 
districts.

“We’ve had such a tough 
schedule that it’s hard to 
totally gauge what dis-

tricts will be like. We’ll 
be battle-tested no doubt 
about that. We’ve wres-
tled a tough tournament 
schedule.”

Smith said he feels good 
about the Hounds’ prepa-
ration and said now it’s 
how they adjust mentally 
going into the final phase 
of the season.

All eight of the matches 
Tuesday that took place 
were won by pinfall with 
Keokuk winning just two 
matches on the night.

The Hounds’ Will Lar-
son started the night with 
a quick pin over Keokuk’s 
Hunter Haage in just :55 
at 132 lbs. Nathan Stef-
fensmeier grabbed a hold 
of Dakota Haage on the 
right side of the mat right 
off the whistle and forced 
him down chest-to-chest 
to the mat and scored a 
fall in just :24.

Keaton Poe battled the 
Chiefs’ Corey Skinner at 
160 lbs until 25 seconds 
left in the first period 
when Skinner turned 
an attack by Poe into a 
take down, got Poe on 
his back, and the referee 
slapped the mat at 1:41.

Chance Hocker con-
tinued the night’s theme 
of quick pins by slipping 

Kolbe Barnes into a cradle 
at the :35 mark in the first 
period. Hocker countered 
a Barnes attack and rolled 
him smoothly over on the 
left side of the mat for the 
pin.

Keokuk’s Dylan Jeffers 
then scored a quirky pin 
over the Hounds’ Diego 
Lozano at 182 lbs. Lozano 
controlled the match after 
the two wrestlers sized 
each other up for about 45 
seconds. 

Lozano got Jeffers to 
the mat and rode him 
through the end of the 
first period. In the second 
period with about :30 
left in the period, Jeffers 
took an injury break to 
get treatment for a cut. 
On the reset, Jeffers took 
the down position, was 
able to stand up and grab 
hold of Lozano and swing 
him to the ground while 
pulling both arms inside 
and scored a quick pin at 
the 3:45 mark.

Smith said it was just an 
issue of awareness.

 “He wrestled really well 
for three and a half min-
utes or so. You just gotta 
be aware, you can’t just 
roll around and find your-
self on your back. That’s 

happened to him a couple 
times this year, but that 
was bizarre how it flipped 
that quick,” Smith said.

 “You live and learn, 
you just gotta focus on the 
learn part.”

At 195 lbs Levy Lowney 
scored a 2:49 pin and then 
Danen Settles pinned 
Gage Daniels at 1:29 at 
the 285 lb match. Dayne 
Cordray took the final 
match of the night with a 
pin over Tres Merydith at 

just 1:41.
The complete results of 
the match are below.
Fort Madison (FOMA) 72.0 Keokuk 
(KEOK) 12.0 126: Gavin Wiseman 
(FOMA) over (KEOK) (For.) 132: Will 
Larson (FOMA) over Hunter Haage 
(KEOK) (Fall 0:55) 138: Mason Schau 
(FOMA) over (KEOK) (For.) 145: 
Nathan Steffensmeier (FOMA) over 
Dakota Haage (KEOK) (Fall 0:24) 
152: Jakob McGowan (FOMA) over 
(KEOK) (For.) 160: Corey Skinner 
(KEOK) over Keaton Poe (FOMA) (Fall 

1:41) 170: Chance Hocker (FOMA) 
over Kolbe Barnes (KEOK) (Fall 0:35) 
182: Dylan Jeffers (KEOK) over Diego 
Lozano (FOMA) (Fall 3:45) 195: Levi 
Lowney (FOMA) over Zack Glasscock 
(KEOK) (Fall 2:49) 220: Jarrett Settles 
(FOMA) over (KEOK) (For.) 285: Danen 
Settles (FOMA) over Gage Daniels 
(KEOK) (Fall 1:29) 106: Owen Kruse 
(FOMA) over (KEOK) (For.) 113: Elton 
Kruse (FOMA) over (KEOK) (For.) 
120: Dayne Cordray (FOMA) over 
Tres Merydith (KEOK) (Fall 1:41)
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New Year. New You.

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Family Dentistry now

to schedule your
6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Now accepting new patients.

www.drmarkdds.com

new smile.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Bloodhounds take Southeast wrestling title

Hound senior Dayne Cordray works a pin on Keokuk’s Tres Merydith in 
the first period at 120 lbs. The Hounds won the match and the South-
east Conference title with the dual win over Keokuk Thursday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://tkef.org/
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From the Front/Classifieds

the classifieds

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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block would be torn up 
and, while it was being re-
constructed, the next block 
would begin being torn up 
so only one block is being 
rehabbed at a time.

Dave Taylor, who owns 
10th Street Station in the 
downtown district and 
is a board member in 
the RBD, has suggested 
a membership program, 
and a rewards program, be 
implemented in the district 
to help raise funds, but also 
raise patronage at down-
town businesses.

“One part would be a re-
wards program that would 
be multi level. If you are a 
resident, which means any-
one in the downtown dis-
trict or living upstairs and, 
because they live uptown, 
they get a special card that 
gives them discounts and 

advanced notice on special 
perks,” he said.

The other levels might 
include a community re-
wards and possibly a tour-
ist-oriented rewards card, 
that would have a bit more 
information about special 
events, shops etc.

He said the membership 
campaign would include all 
businesses and services in 
the district and possibly a 
membership for developers 
and others who have a vest-
ed interest in the district.

He said that campaign 
would help generate funds 
for marketing and adver-
tising purposes to take 
advantage of messaging.

 “Over the past 20 years, 
small communities are 
starting to see a transition 
back to downtown business 
districts with internal malls 

going away. Now malls are 
being designed to look like 
downtown districts, even 
with upper loft living,” 
Taylor said.

 “But we have to be 
conscious of the businesses 
were dealing with and be 
cognizant of our pricing.”

Madeline Leake, the 
owner of The Colony Shop 
and Bridal Loft, said the 
downtown district needs to 
come together for market-
ing

 “Who will be working 
on the sales promotion, 
not the money making, but 
for us downtown,” Leake 
asked.

Knoch said the board, 
with the help of the Part-
ners staff, will be handling 
those things going forward, 
but she said people need to 
step forward to help guide 
that process through the 
board.

Taylor said the budget of 
Main Street was not really 
funded for marketing and 
pledges for the budget were 
to pay for administration 
and salaries.

He said a membership 
program would put funds 
into an annual marketing 
campaign.

Chris Sved, who manag-
es the Fox Theater and has 
his own specialty coffee 
brand, said the district 
should organize and look 
for growth, but conversa-
tions need to be supple-
mented with action.

 “There’s genuine effort 
towards growth in the 
downtown specifically. I 
think the downtown is on 
an upswing and I think 
meetings like this are go-
ing to determine the follow 
through,” Sved said.

 “Honestly, I think the 
number one thing is that 
we need to get the town 
to come and support the 
downtown, as well. I think 
the way the downtown 
looks sometimes, we need 
some attention to that and 
the sidewalks will be a 
huge improvement.”

Fort Madison Chamber 
of Commerce coordinator 
Savanna Collier said there 
has been some negativ-
ity about the upcoming 
sidewalk project with the 
closure of the business 
fronts in cycles.

 “We need to make sure 
our merchants and retail-
ers are really putting this 
construction in a positive 
light because this is won-
derful for our downtown. 
We have to do a little work, 
but it’s going to be worth 
it,” Collier said.

Knoch told the group 
that the board will be 
looking to add at least 
four more board members 
and bylaws allow up to 
14 board members. The 
district plans on keeping 
the committees that were 
in place under Main Street 
intact, but need people to 
take on those roles.

RBD looking for volunteers to help guide new effort
DISTRICT - Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

MEETING NOTICE 
The Great River
Regional Waste

Authority will conduct a 
meeting of The Commis-
sion at the following time 

and place 
Friday, January 18th 2019, 

6:30A.M. 
In the administration 

Building
2092 303rd Ave.

Fort Madison Iowa 52627
1. Call meeting to order:
2. Approval of the meet-

ing minutes from November 
16th 2018 and December 
21st 2018

3. Public comments
4. General Managers 

report
5. Approval of General 

Managers report:
6. Business Managers 

report
7. Approval of Business 

Managers report
8. Discussion and possible 

approval of changes to STD 
and LTD

9. Discussion and possible 
approval : to adopt IMWCA 
recommendation to upgrade 
the pre-placement physicals 
to a function capacity exam-
ination (resolution #187)

10. Discussion and Direc-
tion: concerning appraisal of 
land for future landfill.

11. Discussion and 
ratification: Of General 
Managers decision to ap-
prove (2019 North Lateral 
expansion master plan with 
Barker/Lamar.

12. Discussion and pos-
sible direction : concerning 
Gate rates

13. Discussion and 
approval: to use Klinger 
and Ass. Proposal for the 
bunkers and new floor at the 
transfer station

14. Discussion and possi-
ble approval: to continue to 
use TD&T services for the 
2019 year

15. Discussion: Possible 
redemption center on GRR-
WA property

16. Barker/Lamar update:
17. Closed session Per 

Iowa code 20.17 (3) union 
Negotiations

18. Action from closed 
session

19. Approval of expendi-
tures

20. Other Business
21. Adjourn
Next Commission meet-

ing will be on February 15th 
2019 in the Administration 
Building at 2092 303rd Ave. 
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

VEHICLES
 FOR SALE

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

2006 Pontiac 
Grand Prix 

Clean, one owner, remote 
start, sunroof, leather heated 
front seats.  122,000 miles. 
$4,500.  319-470-0347.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way
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1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
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24/7
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•
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WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS.WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS.

Thanks to our work with local high schools like Henry Ford High, 
graduation rates are up 18%. And it can happen here too.

To donate or volunteer, go to UNITEDWAY.ORG. 
BECAUSE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE LIVE UNITED.

READ ME
Mechanical set up in Indd for easy resize
Please note when resizing: the image of tassle 
that falls onto the white text box is a separate 
image on the top layer.

WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS MORE CAPS AND GOWNS.

WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS MORE CAPS AND GOWNS.
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on the line for contestants which will also entice the top 
competitors in the world to Fort Madison.

 “Having that be part of the PRCA rodeo and it being 
invite-only, that will bring the top contestants from the 
PRCA. The $120,000 Cinch money before was all money 
in their pockets,  but didn’t give them points towards the 
National Finals Rodeo. Now the $88,000 we had going 
the other three nights gets lumped together for more 
than $200,000 towards the prize money to qualify for the 
NFR,” Denning said.

The lighting improvements were a switch to LED light-
ing, which will allow  some different dramatic effects, but 
the heavy rain kept the rodeo from getting the full effect 
the new lighting. Denning said the new lights allow the 
arena to go dark for spotlight action and other dramatic 
effects.

He said his three years as chairman were fun and excit-
ing, but he’s happy to turn things over to Johnson.

“When I first came into this, and I told Tony the same 
thing that Bob (Huffman) told me, it’s like creating an-
other job. You run it like a business but you have to deal 
the weather,” Denning said.

“The three years has been fun, but I’m more than hap-
py to turn it over to Tony and I’m sure he’ll feel the same 
way when he’s done. Its a great committee. You couldn’t 
do that position, which is non-paid, without the help of 
that committee.”

Johnson said he started with the rodeo about 17 years 
ago as an assistant and then worked his way through var-
ious committees including security, ticketing, marketing, 
and advertising.

He said it’s his intention to keep the rodeo more of a 
show than just a rodeo and the organization is structured 

to make sure fans get the most for the ticket price.
 “We want to make it more of a show, than just a rodeo. 

We’ve been fortunate to have Boyd (Polhamus), CINCH, 
and Cervi Rodeo to really guide us. And our national 
sponsors are a big part of the rodeo’s ability to bring in 
top talent and entertainment for the fans,” Johnson said.

Denning said having RiverFest a month before the Tri-
State Rodeo is getting people geared up for festivals and 
music. He said the overlap of people involved in both 
festivals and the timing make it a unique opportunity for 
the area.

 “He’s getting people revved up for festivals and for 
music,” Denning said. “I think Charles (Craft) is doing a 
great job promoting that and there could be some part-
nerships there. The rodeo might get behind sponsoring a 
country night or something, but he doesn’t run a week-
end of country so that gives people exposure to different 
music and that’s a good thing.”

This year’s Tri-State Rodeo is set for Sept. 4-7 at C.E. 
“Eddie” Richards Arena.

Rodeo could soon be one of 
the top 20 in the country

CHAIRMAN - Continued from Page 1

“The $120,000 CINCH money be-
fore was all money in their pockets, 
but didn’t give them points toward 

the National Rodeo Finals.”
 -Josh Denning,

Outgoing Tri-State Rodeo  chairman

USDA to reopen 
some FFA offices

DES MOINES - Today, Gov. Kim Reynolds an-
nounced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) has decided to temporarily reopen some Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) offices on Thursday, Jan. 17 and 
Friday, Jan. 18, in addition to Tuesday, Jan. 22, during 
normal business hours.

A list of all FSA offices now open can be found here.
The USDA announced that they have recalled about 

2,500 FSA employees to reopen these offices that closed 
during the ongoing government shutdown.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: What 
are you doing for others?” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

What is the MLK Day of Service? After a long strug-
gle, legislation was signed in 1983 creating a federal 
holiday marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The federal holiday was first observed in 1986. 
In 1994, Congress designated the holiday as a national 
day of service and charged the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service (CNCS) with leading 
this effort. Taking place each third Monday in January, 
the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday 
observed as a national day of service – a “day on, not a 
day off.” The MLK Day of Service empowers individu-
als, strengthens communities, bridges barriers, address-
es social problems, and moves us closer to Dr. King’s 
vision of a “Beloved Community.”

Together, we can create and sustain opportunities 
for Americans to strengthen their own and others’ 
economic opportunity, ensure that more young people 
graduate from high school, support our military fam-
ilies and veterans, and help communities prepare for 
and recover from disaster. 

Local United Way offers 
MLK service

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/iras
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