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City votes to bump sewer rates 13% before 2021
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – City Councilman Bob Moraw-
itz thinks a 21% hike in the city’s basic sewer rate and 
volume charges is too much for some city residents to 
handle.

But at Tuesday night’s regular Fort Madison City 
Council meeting that’s what city officials approved by 
a 4-2 vote, after voting the same increase down two 
weeks ago.

The rate increase was an altered version of a pro-

posed increase introduced two weeks ago 
that would have bumped the basic ser-
vice charge from $21 a month to $25.50 
for two years for all users – residential, 
small business and industrial, an increase 
of 21.4%. The increase will also move 
the charge per 1,000 gallons from the 
current rate of $5.55 to $5.75 this year 

and $5.90 in 2020.
Effective July 1 of year beginning in 2021, the basic 

service charge will get a 2% bump from the prior year 
with a rate review every two years.

The original proposal bumped the service charge 
only for monitored, or industrial customers, but had 
increases in basic and volume charges for residential 

and small businesses. The proposal approved will now 
include industrial rates as well.

The proposed increase ordinance was put back on the 
agenda for Tuesday to be reconsidered. Councilman 
Mark Lair made a motion to reconsider the ordinance 
and got a second from Chris Greenwald. Then Green-
wald and Mohrfeld moved to approved the ordinance 
and Morawitz immediately voted to amend the ordi-
nance to include a more gradual 6% increase in the ba-
sic and volume charges for the first two years, 2019 and 
2020, and then a 3% overall indefinite annual increase.

He said by the year 2026, the city would still have 
generated the same dollar rate as Driscoll was propos-

MORAWITZ

Industries rolled into volume 
rate increases as well

BY BRIAN RIGGS
FMAAA Director

FORT MADISON – 
June always offers a view 
from different lenses with 
the Annual Photography 
Exhibition. See from the 
eyes of Amy Clark of 
Mt. Pleasant, Jay Scott of 
Keokuk, and Jean Baxter 
Neuweg and PJ Hogan of 
Ft. Madison.

A reception for the pho-
tographers will take place 
Friday from 5-7 p.m. at 
the FMAAA gallery at 
825 Avenue G. Viewing 
is available all month 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
12-7 p.m. and Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday from 
10-5 p.m.

Amy Clark from Mt. 
Pleasant is the photog-
rapher behind Hopeful 
Hearts Photography. She 
has always had an ap-
preciation of the natural 
world. At times in her 
life when she was going 
through a hard phase, 
and couldn’t see a lot of 
hope in her life, she could 

still see a glimmer of it 
when she looked out-
side. A flower poking up 
through the concrete was 
just enough hope to keep 
her going until the next 
day. The sun streaming 
through the clouds lifted 
her heart. It wasn’t a lot, 
but it was enough. Now, 
she is a photographer, a 
writer, and is on the path 
to becoming a therapist.

A Peaceful Stream, by 
Amy Clark, is just one 
of the many stunning 
photography pieces that 

are part of the June Fort 
Madison Area Arts As-
sociation exhibit. Image 
courtesy of FMAAA

Hopeful Hearts Photog-
raphy is the link between 
her love of photography, 
nature, and her passion 
for supporting positive 
mental health. Her goal 
is to help people see signs 
of hope and feel beauty 
in their souls, when they 
need it most. A beautiful 
sunset does not take away 
all your troubles, but it 
might just lighten your 

pain for a moment. You 
might be in a cold, dark 
winter in your life, but 
remembering that spring 
is coming might just give 
you the strength you 
need to keep on keeping 
on. Amy lives in Mount 
Pleasant with her husband 
and three children. Her 
website and blog can be 
found at www.hopeful-
heartsandcoffeecups.com.

Jean Baxter Neuweg 
from Ft. Madison is a 
nature/landscape pho-
tographer. Her passion is 

observing life through my 
camera. She enjoys shar-
ing her love of nature and 
the beauty of somewhat 
ordinary things and plac-
es, whether it’s the hope, 
peace, and colors of a new 
day or season, or provid-
ing a place to sit down 
and stay awhile, reminisc-
ing and relaxing in a local 
park. She uses a Nikon 
D3400 DSLR Camera and 
a Sony Cybershot Com-
pact Camera. Her pictures 
have been published in 

Shutterbugs take over FMAAA in June
June’s exhibit at the 
Fort Madison Area 
Arts Assocation will 
feature area photog-
raphers Amy Clark, 
whose piece ‘A 
Peaceful Stream’, is 
just one of the many 
stunning images that 
will be part of the 
exhibit.

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
The idea that excursion 
boats will soon again 
decorate the Mississippi 
River shorelines at Fort 
Madison, got another 
boost Tuesday night.

During a discussion 
period, the Fort Madison 
City Council gave an in-
formal thumbs up to City 
Manager David Varley to 
continue negotiating with 
American Cruise Lines 
to make Fort Madison a 
possible port-of-call with 
stops beginning as soon 
as this year.

The city has also been 
courting Viking Cruise 
Lines who plans on 
starting domestic cruises 
in 2021. However, Viking 
has yet to sign contracts 

Council gets 
details on 
American 
cruises

See SEWER, page 8

See CRUISES, page 3See FMAAA, page 8
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Farmington’s 37th Annual Strawberry Festival! 

Thanks to the Farmington Arts Council,
FREE strawberries and ice cream will be served 

Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m!

Come enjoy free strawberries and
ice cream in downtown Farmington!

Visit our website at: http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org/
Or call us at (941) 323-6183

June 7th, 8th, & 9th!
(evening only)

OBITUARIES

HUNTER ANTHONY VORWALDT
Hunter Anthony Vorwaldt, 11, of Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 11:31 a.m. 

Monday, June 3, 2019, at his home in Donnellson. 
He was born June 21, 2007, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Devin 

Joseph and Stephanie Marie (Ferris) Vorwaldt. 
Survivors include his parents: Devin and Stephanie; one sister: 

Jordan Vorwaldt; one brother: Jayden Vorwaldt; grandparents: Jay 
and Dawn Ferris, Sheila Vorwaldt, Howard and Diana Vorwaldt; great 
grandparents: Bill & Mary Brown, Eileen Vorwaldt and Mary Starr; 
aunts and uncles: Danny and Cara Ferris, Ashley Ferris, Brianna Fer-
ris, Shelby and Johnny Johnson and Jegger Vorwaldt. Also surviving 

are several cousins.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents: Junior Vorwaldt, Joseph Starr and 

Jim and Mary Ferris.
Hunter had completed sixth grade at the Central Lee School System. He enjoyed 

all sports including football, basketball, riding his bike, making ramps and dirt track 
racing. He was an avid fan of the Golden State Warriors basketball team and the Car-
olina Panther football team. He also enjoyed his puppies Izzy and Mer-Bear.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon, Friday, June 7, 2019, at Schmitz Funeral Home 
in Donnellson where the family will receive friends from 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

A Funeral Service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 8, 2019, at Schmitz 
Funeral Home in Donnellson with Heather Fuger officiating.

Burial will be at the Zion Mennonite Cemetery rural Donnellson, Iowa.

VORWALDT

ROBERT W. GREEN
Robert W. Green, 55 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Monday, June 3, 2019 at 

Blessing Hospital, Quincy, Illinois.  He was born August 30, 1963 in Burlington, 
Iowa, a son of Gene Sr. and Johnnie (Land) Green.

He is survived by his daughter, Nikita Phillips of Burlington, Iowa; two brothers, 
Gene Green Jr. and Daniel Green, both of Fort Madison; one sister, Ruby Green of 
Burlington; two granddaughters, Nakiya and Kaniya; one aunt, nieces and neph-
ews.  He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister, Teresa Burtlow, and one 
grandson, Michael Phillips Jr.

His body has been cremated.  No formal services are planned. Online condo-
lences to the Green Family may be made at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.  Barr 
Memorial Chapel is assisting the family.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER
FISH FRY (CATFISH FILLETS)

SAT., JUNE 8 • 5-7:30PM
Potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, dinner roll

Coffee, tea, & lemonade
(or bring your preferred beverage)

Ivor Fowler Community Center
740 Main Street, Montrose

Free Will Donation

Fireworks Shoot Date: Fri., July 5
Carryout available

& Delivery in Montrose
319-470-5537

Carryout available
& Delivery in Montrose

319-470-5537

OFP reveals fun summer lineup
Submitted article

FORT MADISON – Old 
Fort Players is gearing up 
for some summer fun! In 
the interest of adding some 
variety to their schedule, 
the community theater 
is opening its doors to 
local talent. Join them on 
Saturday, June 22 for a day 
of Midwestern Folk music. 
Gypsy, Hippie, HillBilly 
Dude’s Roadside Revival 
will perform twice. GH-
HDRR is beatnik/singer 
songwriter Jonas Wood-
stock, a traveling one-man 
band based in Ft. Madison, 
who plays his unique style 
of Altered Appalachian 
green dirt folk rock n soul.

First, bring the kids from 
2:00 – 4:00 pm for the 
Family Matinee. Tickets 
for this fun, youth-ori-
ented show are $ 6.00 for 
Adults (Kids 8 and under 
free with accompanying 
adult.) Youth aged 9-17 
can attend for $4.00. GH-
HDRR will perform again 
from 8:00 – 10:00 PM for 
the grownups.  All tickets 
for the main evening show 
are $ 8.00. Merchandise 
will be available for sale 
before and after the events.

“It’s just one of the many 
new ideas we’ve been 
working on at the theater,” 
OFP Secretary Angela 
Sanford said. “We skipped 
a Spring Show this season 

so we would have time to 
regroup and plan for next 
season, but we also wanted 
to test the waters to see 
what else our fans want.”

OFP is also looking for 
volunteers to perform 
in and staff their regular 
season events as well as 
step into several open 
Board of Director offices 
and committee chairs. The 
public is invited to attend 
the annual meeting. Take 
advantage of this chance 
to vote, volunteer, plan 
next season and to get an 
update on the success of 
last season. OFP Board 
members and friends will 
gather at La Casa Salsa in 
Fort Madison at 5:00 pm 
on June 30.

Sunday, July 7 at 6pm 
the theater once again 
presents the ‘Joe Sanford 
Jam’ – an evening of Blues 
music from Joe and his 
friends. Admission is a free 
will offering to support 
Old Fort Players. Refresh-
ments and Joe’s CD’s will 
be available for sale.

“This Jam Session has 
become a regular thing 
with us now. Joe and his 

friends are so generous 
with their time and talent. 
We get 100% of the door 
and concessions so it’s 
gives us a great opportuni-
ty to raise money without 
the cost of putting on a 
play,” President Ty Clute 
said. 

July 13 at 7:00 pm, the 
theater will host “Des-
tination Tribal” a local 
belly dance troupe. Tickets 
will cost $8 and will be 
available soon on the OFP 
website. The troupe holds 
an annual event at the 
Capitol Theater in Burling-
ton every year (June 15) 
and they were excited to 
hold a second one for their 
fans in Fort Madison. “It’s 
a win-win for us all,” Board 
member Robbie Phil-
lips told us. Destination 
Tribal is a local belly dance 
troupe that specializes in 
Tribal Fusion dance. They 
perform at birthdays, wed-
dings, and special events.

Old Fort Players has 
been entertaining the com-
munity since 1981 and is 
located in downtown Fort 
Madison at 725 Avenue 
G. Call 319-372-9559 for 
more information. Like 
them on Facebook or visit 
www.oldfortplayers.com 
to keep up with every-
thing that’s going on at the 
theater.

http://www.farmingtonstrawberryfestival.org
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MontroseIA/
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
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For the Record/Lottery Numbers

 6/4 MID-DAY
7 3 8

 6/4 EVENING
0 4 9

  6/4 MID-DAY
8 4 9 4

 6/4 EVENING
7 0 7 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

6/4
25 37 46 48 68
Mega Ball: 25
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

6/03/19 – 6:35 a.m – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 2300 block of Ave. L.
6/03/19 – 7:18 a.m – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft in 
the 1500 block of 18th St.
6/03/19 – 9:38 a.m – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the 3400 block of Ave. L.
6/03/19 – 12:21 p.m – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the 4600 block of Ave. J.
6/03/19 – 3:04 p.m – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the 4600 block of Ave. J.
06/04/19 – 4:59 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2100 block of Avenue E.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

6/03/19 – 5:02 p.m – Greg-
ory Alan Meierotto, 52, of 
Keokuk was arrested on a 
warrant for burglary in the 
third degree at the Hancock 
County Jail in Carthage. 

He was held in custody.
6/03/19 – 7:06 p.m – Josh-
ua Adam Bowen, 39, was 
arrested on a charge for 
violation of no contact order 
in the 2000 block of 343rd 
Ave. in Wever. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held. 
06/04/19 – 4:23 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident in the 2400 block 
of 255th Street. A wheel on 
a vehicle driven by Travis 
Wayne Plummer, 40, of 
Burlington came off and 
struck a residence doing 
damage to the residence. 
Plummer’s vehicle had to be 
towed. No injuries or citations 
were reported at the scene.
06/04/19 – 11:48 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Nicholas Wayne 
Kirchner, 44, of Donnellson, in 
the 1800 block of Hwy. 218, on 
a charge of domestic abuse 
assault. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/05/19 – 6:09 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Gilbert Lee Simon, Jr., 
57, of Burlington, at the sher-
iff’s office on a warrant for fail-
ure to appear. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

06/05/19 – 6:36 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Sophia McKenna 
Gregory, 20, of Hamilton, Ill., 
at the Lee County Jail on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. 
She was held in custody.
06/05/19 – 6:48 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Payton Wrage Van-
Pelt-Vice, 23, of Fort Madison, 
at the Lee County Jail on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. 
She was held in custody.
06/05/19 – 11:48 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Maggie Noel Colyer, 
31, of Donnellson, in the 
1800 block of Hwy. 218, on 
a charge of simple assault. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

06/03/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to three medical calls 
and one falsw alarm.
06/04/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
seven medical calls and 
one report of a gas smell.

with U.S. boat builders and has yet to sign any official agreements with the city.
The American Cruise Lines, which is a U.S.-based company out of Connecti-

cut, is already cruising the Mississippi and has far less demands from the city in 
getting the stops formalized.

Varley said American Cruise Lines is asking for some rehabilitation of the cur-
rent pier that would cost between $30,000 and $40,000. He said Hall Towing has 
already submitted a bid for the improvements. Viking on the other hand has boats 
that require a deeper pool of water. According to a feasibility study, the city would 
have to extend the current pier 80-feet and then purchase a barge to be used for 
the ships to moor parallel to the shore.

The cost of that construction is $1.7 million and Viking has agreed to pay up to 
$500,000 for the improvements or about 30%. Viking has also indicated that any 
additional improvements to the riverfront they would be willing to pay 30% as 
well.

Both American and Viking have agreed to pay the city $1/passenger as a dock-
ing fee. The city would provide electric, water and possibly sewer to the boats, but 
the cruise lines would be metered and charged as customers for the utilities.

Logistically, the American Cruise Lines would moor to the pier from the front 
of their boats with a walkway, or plank, that would drop down from the front to 
the pier and allow passengers to disembark.

Fort Madison Mayor Brad Randolph said the city still needs to investigate 
whether or not the Viking Cruise extended dock would interfere with the arrival 
and/or departure of American Cruise Lines ships.

Varley said the city is still working on an agreement with Viking Cruise lines 
but may try to renegotiate some of the terms more favorable to the city. He is also 
hoping to have a finalized agreement for American in place for the city council at 
it’s next meeting.

Varley said it would also be a good opportunity to lease out some space in the 
Riverview Park pavilion for a retail outlet for souvenirs and other Fort Madison 
memorabilia for people getting off the boats.

Fort Madison would be on American’s Upper Mississippi River Cruises itiner-
ary that goes from St. Louis to St. Paul on an 8-day, 7 night cruise. There are also 
extended 11- and 22-day Mississippi River cruises.

The third day of the Upper Mississippi itinerary shows an open day of cruising 
sandwiched between a 2nd day stop in Hannibal, Mo., and a 4th day stop in Dav-
enport, so it would appear Fort Madison would be a 3rd day stop on that cruise.

Randolph said the company is looking at 10 stops this year and up to 30 stops 
from spring to fall each year after.

The agreement would be for 20 years with two additional 10-year renewals.

CRUISES - Continued from Page 1

FM would fit into upper 
Mississippi itinerary

http://www.fmchosp.com
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

CL Hawks get 10-0 mercy win
BY COLIN 

MAGNESUN
RadioKeokuk News/Sports Director

DONNELLSON – 
Typically, when a baseball 
team wins a game via a 
walk-off, it means that 
it’s been a thrilling affair. 
A game-ending RBI to 
break a tie or a come-
from-behind home run to 
stun a team on the game’s 
final pitch are the types of 
games one never forgets.

Central Lee baseball 
team’s walk-off victory 
over the Cardinal Com-
ets Tuesday afternoon in 
Donnellson was nothing 
of the sort. No one on the 
bench, in the crowd, or 
on the field was surprised 
when the two teams exited 
the field in the bottom of 
the 5th inning at Central 
Lee High School.

It was, after all, an odd 
way to end a game in the 
first place. Hawks senior 
left fielder Sam Hirner 
stole third base with two 
outs and when the throw 
down to third skipped 
wide of the foul line and 
into left field Hirner to 
score easily.

That’s how it ended, 

with a 10-0 Hawks victory 
over a Comets team that 
entered the game with 
a 4-1 record. It was the 
Hawks’ second consec-
utive mercy rule victory 
as well as their second 
straight shutout after 
pounding West Burling-
ton 19-0 Friday.

The lopsided victory 
started in the second in-
ning when freshman 2nd 
baseman Alex Sandoval 
blasted his first career 
home run, a solo shot, to 
put the Hawks up 1-0.

The Hawks would con-
tinue the inning onslaught 
with an RBI single from 
Junior TJ Stutes before 
three consecutive doubles 
from Hirner, KJ Show, and 
Jadon Hawk closed out 
the inning with the Hawks 
holding a 6-0 lead.

That was more than 
enough run support as se-
nior ace Waylon Weirath-
er required only 71 pitches 
to shut out Cardinal 
through five innings to 
gain his second victory of 
the young season.

Hawks Head Coach 
Shane Weirather had very 
little to coach his team up 
on as he felt they played a 

strong all-around game. 
He said his team is thriv-
ing thanks in no small 
part to a strong group of 
upperclassmen leaders 
that have put in the work.

“The Juniors and Se-
niors on this team lead. 
That is a big reason why 
we’ve gotten the buy-in 
throughout the team. 
We’ve got a facility in 
Montrose with two batting 
cages and two mounds 
and in February I had 
12 to 14 kids each week 
showing up.”

Weirather also feels this 
team, which is off to a hot 
4-1 start, is composed 
of kids who don’t view 
baseball as a season to 
pass between the spring 
and fall.

“This group hasn’t had 
a lot of success in other 
sports like football and 
basketball. They’re base-
ball kids. They think the 
game and if you watch, 
they talk the game. They 
want to play ball first and 
foremost.”

Mix in a talented 
freshman in Sandoval that 
leads the team in RBI’s and 
you’ve got a roster that 
runs about 10 deep.

 “Alex is a rare kid 
that played JV for us as 
an eighth grader and 
he comes from a base-
ball family. His dad is a 
baseball guy that helps 
us out and he holds Alex 
to a very high standard – 
probably higher than other 
players.”

The goal for Weirather 
this year starts with a con-
ference championship and 
he knows that’s a tough 
bar to reach, especially in 
the Southeast Iowa Super-
conference’s South Divi-
sion. Burlington-Notre 
Dame sits undefeated at 
3-0 and fellow 4-1 confer-
ence foe Van Buren hand-
ed the Hawks their only 
loss last Thursday 7-1.

Nonetheless, a big 10-0 
victory early in the season 
over an upstart Cardinal 
team should bode well 
for Weirather’s team. And 
there’s no denying that 
Central Lee feels this is 
their year.

Next up, the Hawks 
could be in for another 
shortened game, as they 
host a winless Win-
field-Mount Union team 
Wednesday in Donnellson 
at 7 p.m.

HTC JV softball gets 
revenge on WB/ND

BY PCC STAFF
WEST POINT – The Holy Trinity Catholic junior 

varsity softball team got a 6-5 win over West Burling-
ton/Notre Dame 6-5 Tuesday night. The win avenges 
the only junior varsity loss this year for the Crusaders.

Mary Hellige was the winning pitcher going six 
innings with seven strikeouts. Hellige also had a single 
and a run scored.

Brooke Mueller had a single, double, one run scored 
and 3 RBI. Her game-winning double came with the 
bases loaded in the 5th inning scoring three runners on 
the hit.

Kayla Box had a single and a run scored.  Hannah 
Torgler had two singles and Kelli Meierotto had a 
single.

The junior varsity squad is now 5-1 on the season.
In the junior high contest, HTC lost 14-5.
Rachel Menke was the losing pitcher going five 

innings. Menke also had a single, walk and run scored. 
Mueller had a walk, triple, an RBI, and a run scored. 
Box had a single and a walk. Laura Mehmert had a 
single, walk, and two runs scored.

Birth announcement
SCHRADER-HAGMEIER
MONTROSE – Halle Abernathy and Deon Schrad-

er-Hagmeier are proud to announce the birth of their 
son Jackson LeMoyne Schrader-Hagmeier on May 30, 
2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

Grandparents are Amy Calhoun of Macomb, Ill.; Josh 
Abernathy of Macomb, Ill.; and Michael and Samantha 
Hagmeier of Montrose.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this 
wonderful news.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does.5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 06 June

Partly Cloudy
High – 80.3º F | Low – 66.1º F

FRI 07 June

Cloudy
High – 80.0º F | Low – 63.4º F

SAT 08 June

Light rain
High – 78.4º F | Low – 68.7º F

SUN 09 June

Light rain
High – 82.3º F | Low – 65.0º F

MON 10 June

Cloudy
High – 72.1º F | Low – 57.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

Powers gets win as Hounds split with BHS

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON – 
Burlington may have 
recorded the first run of 
Tuesday’s nights softball 
contest between Fort 
Madison and the Gray-
hounds, but it was the 
Bloodhounds who would 
get the runs when it mat-
tered most.

After Burlington put the 
first run of the game on 
the board in the top of the 
second inning, Fort Mad-
ison responded with a run 
in the home half of the 
frame to tie the game at 
one. One more run in the 
third and another in the 
fifth gave Fort Madison its 
second win of the season 
3-1 over Burlington.

The second game was a 
completely different story 
for both squads, as Burl-
ington went on to blank 
the Hounds for the 12-0 
shutout win, splitting the 
double header 1-1.

“After yesterday’s game 
we had a talk and I said, 
‘Don’t try to be perfect, 
you’re never going to be 
perfect. You’re going to 
be on a constant roller 
coaster ride, like a yo-
yo. If you’re not perfect, 
you’re going to be in the 
dumps,’” Fort Madison 
Head Coach Jared Rehm 

explained to his team. 
“’Live in the process and 
love the game.’”

GAME ONE
The Fort Madison 

faithful loved the play of 
starting pitcher Cassie 
Powers in game one.

Coming into Tuesday’s 
contest at Hoskins Field, 
Powers led Fort Madi-
son with 33 total innings 
pitched on the year and 
was sporting an earned 
run average of 3.60.

That average came 
down after game one.

Through two innings, 
Powers held Burlington 
to just two hits, but the 
Grayhounds were able 
to capitalize on a Blood-
hound error for the first 
run of the game.

Fort Madison answered 
by tying the game in the 
home half of the second. 
Ivy Geerdes started things 
off with a walk and Dalyn 
Wondra followed with 
a single to put two on. 
Vanessa Golowach walked 
the next at bat to load the 
bases for the Hounds with 
just one out.

Following a strikeout, 
Olivia Williams stepped 
to the plate with the bases 
loaded and delivered with 
an RBI single to tie the 
game at one.

Again with two outs, 
Fort Madison kept the 
inning alive and increased 
the lead in the bottom of 
the third. Maycee Feath-
eringill was issued a walk 
before Geerdes came 
through with a single. The 
following at bat Feath-
eringill came in to score 
from second after an error 

from the Burlington right 
fielder, giving Fort Madi-
son the 2-1 edge.

Powers was hit by a 
pitch in the bottom of 
the fifth inning before 
another Grayhound error 
helped deliver another 
Bloodhound run. Neely 
Rehm came in to courtesy 
run for Powers and was 

moved over to third on an 
error by the Burlington 
shortstop during Feath-
eringill’s at bat. The move 
to third helped Rehm 
score on a past ball, as 
Fort Madison got some 
cushion with a 3-1 lead.

Powers handled the rest, 
facing just eight batters 
combined over the next 
two innings, giving the 
Bloodhounds the 3-1 win 
over Burlington.

“She pitched a really 
good game,” Rehm said of 
Powers. “She kept them 
off balance and forced a 
lot of pop ups in the in-
field. The defense played 
well and she dealt.”

Williams logged the 
lone RBI for Fort Madi-
son, while also pacing the 
team at the dish with a 2 
for 4 day. Powers collected 
the win, throwing 114 
pitches over seven in-
nings, giving up seven hits 
and no earned runs.

GAME TWO
Burlington flipped a 

switch in game two, only 
allowing the contest to go 
three innings.

The Grayhounds scored 
just one run in the first 
inning, but two singles, a 
sacrifice bunt and a home 
run gave Burlington the 
4-0 edge through two 
innings.

As if the three-run sec-
ond wasn’t bad enough, 
Burlington piled on with 
an eight-run top of the 
third inning. The inning 
started with a walk and 
a single before a fielder’s 
choice put runners at 
second and third for Bur-
lington with just one out. 
A dropped third strike 
the next at bat scored the 
first of eight runs, before 
another fielder’s choice 
made it 6-0.

A single followed by 
back-to-back home runs 
put Burlington in firm 
control of the game with 
an 11-0 lead. The next 
batter was hit by a pitch, 
before another single 
helped a run come across 
on a fielder’s choice the 
next at bat for the final 
run of the game.

The Grayhounds went 
on to win by the final 
of 12-0 through three 
innings.

Featheringill had the 
lone hit during the second 
game for Fort Madison. 
Rehm was hit with the 
loss after pitching 2 1/3 
innings, allowing 10 
earned runs on nine hits. 
The Bloodhounds move 
to 2-6 on the season and 
will next take on Wapello 
back at home tomorrow.

Fort Madison senior Cassie Powers let’s fly 
with a pitch in the first game of the Hounds’ 
doubleheader Tuesday night at Fort Madison. 
Powers would get the win 3-1, but FM would 
lose the nightcap 12-0.

Photo by Ethan Lillard/PCC

Hounds win opener 3-1, but 
only send 10 to the plate in 
12-0 nightcap loss

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-6959

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFT WRAP

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

LEND A HAND
623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Hamilton

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant
brian@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.9151 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/GriffinMufflerAndBrakeCenter
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

NEED NURSING CARE AT HOME?
Nurse with 20 years experience can care 

for you or for your loved one at home.

Local Services in:
Iowa • Illinois • Missouri

CALL STEPHANIE RUNGE
Iowa Licensed Practical Nurse

217-357-5057

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Liquids

Manufacturing Plant
Operations Manager – R1264
-Job: Oversee the production and assembly operations 
for six production lines and three manual assembly lines. 
Directly lead a team of 4 salaried and indirectly lead 
200-250 hourly full-time and seasonal associates across a 
three-shift operation.
- Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree focused in Engineer-
ing (highly preferred), Supply Chain, Manufacturing or 
other related field.  Minimum 5 years of manufacturing/
production leadership experience in a plant environment 
(preferably in a packaging operation).  Ability to grow into 
future manufacturing positions and the ability to relocate 
to other Scotts Miracle-Gro locations. 

Env Health & Safety Manager – R0346
-Job: Develop, implement, and manage environmental, 
health, safety  and security programs at the facility.  
Responsible for federal and state regulatory aspects of 
safety and environmental programs, including compliance 
with OSHA, EPA and DNR. 
-Qualifications: Bachelor of Science in EHS, Chemical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering or related field.  5-8  
years of experience in the Environmental, Health and 
Safety field or related discipline.  Knowledge of OSHA, 
EPA, RCRA, FIFRA, air and DOT regulations.

FOR RENT
APARTMENTS

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free YMCA 
membership included. 2 bedrooms, 
some with decks/patio. Stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, built-in micro-
wave. Non-smoking, no pets. Very 
affordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large back-
yard with picnic tables & glider swing 
in very nice, quiet neighborhood. 

Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 850 sq. ft. units. All 
electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 sq. ft. units. Water, heat, 
sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (located in all buildings). On-site manager. Call 
319-372-9409 or 319-750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by 
Alliance Realty Co.

NOW 
HIRING!

Extended Season!

Immediate Production
Openings at Scotts!
Overtime Available!
Day and Night Shifts

Available!
$100 Sign On Bonus!

Call us today
319-246-1294

Team Staffing Solutions
4502 Avenue O

(Lodi Shopping Center)
Fort Madison, IA

Mobile Nursing Services
Immediate Opening
Office Assistant

Duties include but not limited to 
Scheduling & Data Entry

Monday-Friday 8-4:30

Competitive Wages
PTO

Free Life Insurance
Apply at:

705 Ave. G, Fort Madison
Or Email:

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

FULL-TIME DENTAL
ASSISTANT

Mark C. Pothitakis Fami-
ly Dentistry currently has a 
position available for a Full-
Time Dental Assistant. Com-
plete an application or mail 
your resume to 1223 S. Gear 
Avenue, Eastman Plaza, 
Suite 302, West Burlington, 
IA 52655. EOE.

Parking Lot 
Job Fair!

Thursday, June 13th
11:00am to 2:00pm

• Register for our giveaway
• Plant tours

• Light snacks provided
• On-the-spot interviews

This event is taking place
at the following location

1910 48th Street
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.246.1294

Please come to the Team 
Staffing tent located in the 

Scotts MiracleGro parking lot

Over 30 positions available 
at Scotts MiracleGro

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

HELP WANTED

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Office%20Assistant%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
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Flash Plant Sale
June 4th – June 8th

Come & walk through the display beds

All annuals,
select perennials,
hanging baskets,

& a large selection
of ornamental grasses

are all on sale!

Sa
le 

Be
ds

are
 fu

ll!

Hillcrest hostas & more
Perennial Plant Nursery

319-835-3017 . www.hillcresthostas.com
2292 Hillcrest Rd., Donnellson (5 mis. west of Ft. Madison)

Tuesdays-Saturdays, 9am-6pm; Closed Sundays & Mondays

ing.
Driscoll said that would 

get him what he need-
ed, but it’s more than he 
originally asked for, which 
launched a 30-minute 
discussion on the math of 
Morawitz’ proposal.

Mohrfeld recommend-
ed a 3% across the board 
increase for five years.

“Roll it up 3% and after 
six years it gets him close 
and it softens the annual 
blow,” Mohrfeld said.

Morawitz said that 
move wouldn’t have the 
impact the city needs now 
to deal with the deficit.

“We need the money 
now and I don’t think the 
additional 3% creating an 
additional $1.26 increase 
is going to get your there.”

Varley said the city was 
trying to front load the 

increase because they 
are currently in a deficit 
position.

“We’re trying to put it 
heavy toward the front 
end because we are 
climbing out of a current 
deficit. so we’re trying to 
bring in a little more up 
front and then drop it 
off because w’ere run-
ning about a $240,000 to 
250,000 deficit right now 
with the sewer plant bond 
and other projects we’re 
doing,” Varley said.

Morawitz said the pro-
posed rate is too much for 
some people in town to 
absorb.

“I just think 21% is a big 
shock for people who are 
on fixed incomes or less 
and I’ve got a lot of those 
in my district that I don’t 
want to see get hurt by 

this,” Morawitz said.
“I think a gradual 

increase is better for them 
otherwise we end up with 
people having their prop-
erty taken because they 
can’t pay their bills.”

Morawitz was referenc-
ing Pam Burford, who 
addressed the council at 
hte start of the meeting 
regarding her house being 
sold on a tax lien due to 
back water services not 
being paid, after she had 
requested having the ser-
vice canceled.

Driscoll said the ulti-
mate goal was to deal with 
the deficit by increasing 
both the base and volume 
charges to help generate 
revenue.

Councilman Chad 
Cangas said more work 
needed to be done on the 
ordinance.

“I didn’t do well in math 
in school and I don’t want 
to make a decision on 
stuff I don’t understand. 
My answer is no and if it 
requires this much scruti-
ny we need to go back and 
figure out what we need to 
do to get it right and have 
them bring us a different 
proposal,” Cangas said.

After additional discus-
sion, Cangas called the 
question to end the debate 
which was approved and 
then forced a vote on the 

amendment which failed, 
3-3.

Cangas then made a 
motion to keep the rates 
as proposed by Driscoll, 
but include industrial 
customers, in the volume 
rate change as well, and 
that motion was approved 
4-2 with Mark Lair being 
the last vote at 3-2.

Driscoll said the city 
wouldn’t take too much 
of a black eye for raising 
the industrial rates as 
well. The ordinance would 
boost all volume charges 
3.6% this year and a 2.6% 
in 2020. The ordinance 
doesn’t address any addi-
tional volume increases 
after 2020, but does allow 
the city to review charges 
and rates every two years 
to ensure that the sys-
tem generates adequate 
revenues.

In other action, the 
council:

• voted to spend up 
to $53,000 repairing the 
lights at the intersec-
tion of 53rd Street and 
Avenue O, by FMCH to 
revert back to a complete 
controlled intersection 
over the flashing red light 
controls.

• appointed Stephanie 
Knoch to the city Civil 
Service Commission to 
fill a term expiring March 
31, 2021.

SEWER - Continued from Page 1

City to repair street lights at  
FMCH intersection

local calendars(Fort Madison Daily Democrat) and 
featured on the local news(KHQA).

Jay Scott was born in 1971 to Joe and Jackie Scott, 
Joe (Jay) Scott grew up like most boys in Keokuk with 
a love for the outdoors and fishing the river. Hunting 
with his father, grandfather, and uncles fueled Jay’s love 
for nature and later in his early teen years lead him to 
the coveted rank of Eagle Scout with the Boys Scouts of 
America. Jay began his journey with photography early 
on with a Kodak Brownie, photographing everything 
he could point his camera at.

In his early teen years, Jay dove a little deeper into 
photography through the Photography Merit badge in 
Boy Scouts. Working with merit badge counselor Dick 
Stebbings, a local photographer that really took Jay 
under his wing and started feeding his love for the art 
with more assignments than just those required for the 
merit badge. Armed with a full manual Yashica 35mm 
fixed lens camera, Keokuk was prime ground for a 
young man eager to learn and sharpen his photograph-
ic skills.

After serving in the United States Air Force Jay re-
turned to his roots in Keokuk and began taking classes 
and studying Photography and Journalism attending 
Seattle Film Works and later the New York Institute of 
Photography. Today, Jay has been published in numer-
ous publications and has won several awards, most 
recent being named Americas Next Great Photogra-
pher in the Landscape Division. Jay’s most favorite is 
Landscape Photography and Lightning.

PJ Hogan has been a fixture at FMAAA for several 
years. He learned his way around a camera with the 
help of Albert Fromme, a well-known photographer of 
portraits. Two points stuck with him til this day that 
Albert stressed. Never shoot a person with anything 
in background “sticking out of their head. Also an 
interesting point when shooting elderly people. Hold 
the camera above your head with sun behind it at 30 
degree angle and point it at their chest so that you see 
the shadow of the camera. Than pull down and shoot. It 
will wash out a decade of wrinkles for the subject.

Lunch-ala-Art will provide a strong finale to the 
feature on June 28th at noon.

FMAAA - Continued from Page 1

Lunch Ala-Art 
set for June 28

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

http://www.hillcresthostas.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.leecountyspeedway.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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