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County liking shingled road surface program

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A new
road surfacing program
using disposed shingles
has some rural Lee Coun-
ty residents shouting from
the rooftops.

The program, which
was brought to the Lee
County Board of Super-
visors by Great River
Regional Waste Authority
Director Wade Hamm, is
proving to be a dust-free
alternative to the typical
gravel or sealant pro-
grams.

Supervisor Gary Folluo
commended the Lee

11

That's what this new program
does. You saw that dust just go
away once the truck hit that new
surface.”

-Wade Hamm
Director, GRRWA

at about a 2 to 1 ratio.
Hamm, who was down

at the Valley and Hilton
road intersection, pointed
to a dump truck coming
down the road on the
Valley Road headed south
kicking up a bunch of
dust, but when it hit the
new shingle gravel mix,

County Secondary Roads thf dust dissipate.d.
Department on Tuesday That's what this pro-
for the work that has gram does,” Hamm said.

been done at the inter-
sections of Valley and
Hilton roads, and Valley
and Johnson Street roads,
both just west of Keokuk
city limits.

The intersections are
now a mix of ground
up shingles and gravel

“You saw that dust just go
away once the truck hit
that new surface”

To date, the county has
applied about 900 tons of
the mixture on the two
intersections which total

just over a mile combined.

The cost to the city for

the mixture is about $20/
ton or about $18,000

so far. But Lee County’s
Assistant Engineer, Ben
Hull, said the county has

been gleaning informa-
tion from other counties,
including Scott County,
and the new mixture in
that county has lasted five
years or better with little
to no maintenance.

The mixture is grated in
with existing gravel and
county crews don’t need
to roll the surface during
application. Hamm said
vehicle travel will com-
press the surface because
the shingles are made of
asphalt which warms and
becomes the binder of the

surface.

Hull also said the
surface doesn’t “wash-
board”, which is when cars
experience rapid bumping
when approaching an
intersection, nor are they
showing potholes.

Hull said the county
wants to watch the prog-

Great River Regional Waste Authority Director Wade Hamm shows a
stretch of Valley Road at the Hilton Road intersection where a new test
program using a shingle and gravel mixture is yielding durable and dust
free surfaces. The dust in the distance is where the test surface ends.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Central Lee students who
are open-enrolled from
other districts are trans-
ferred onto buses would
be a good place to start.

ress of the two intersec-
tions through the winter
and, then in the spring,
make decisions on how to
move forward, including

doing other intersections.  Supervisor Matt Pflug
County resident Mary agreed.

Van Pelt suggested the “We want to watch

intersection at Airport

and Middle roads where See ROADS, page 6

Walker to take over Bloodhound baseball team

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Inheriting a program that has won
just nine games in the past four years combined screams
you have nowhere to go but up.

Fort Madison’s Ron Walker, who helped put together
the Southeast Iowa Baseball Training Academy, was an-
nounced Monday as the new Fort Madison High School
head baseball coach. He replaces Ken Steeples who was
let go after this spring’s season.

Walker said he’s got a roster of players from last year
and every one of the players is as good as the other at this

point.

“I think we’ll be in fine shape. Moving forward, the
kids have to believe in what they’re doing and trust the

system,” Walker said. “The big thing is the
kids trust in me and I trust in them. But
when the kids start trusting their team-
mates, that's when this will go a long ways.”

Walker comes from a steeped back-
ground in baseball including volunteering
with several area high schools and then
spent many years with Justin Schulte, the
current head baseball coach at Southeastern Community
College. Schulte and Walker organized the baseball acad-
emy. He played high school, college, and semi-pro levels
baseball during his playing days.

“Coach Schulte was the pitching coach at SCC when
I was there in 1997-98. He came back to be the head
coach in 2006 and we've stayed in touch since then. I was
around the SCC program a day here and a day there and

WALKER
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then I started being there for drills and part of the recruit-
ing process and made calls on behalf of the program to
potential recruits,” Walker said.

He then modeled a traveling youth baseball squad off
the SCC program called the Junior Blackhawks. Walker
enjoyed working with the younger players and passed on
a couple offers to coach at the high school level, because
his job and family requirements made the timing poor.
Walker is the general manager for Great River Plumbing
in Fort Madison and said the flexibility in his schedule
now allows him the time to devote to a high school team.

He said, despite the last few years’ struggles, people in
Fort Madison need to remember that the team will be cel-
ebrating the 20th anniversary of the Bloodhounds’ state

See BASEBALL, page 7
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Ohituaries/Weather

WANDA M.

Wanda M. Gaylord, 79, of Ft. Madison passed away
on Wednesday, August 15, 2018 at 8:48 PM at the Great
River Hospice House.

She was born on January 5, 1939
in Keokuk to Leon and Helen Benge
Smith. On January 14, 1960 she
married Dean Gaylord in Quincy, IL.
She was a graduate of Southeastern
Community College Registered Nurse
Program. Wanda was a surgical nurse
at Sacred Heart Hospital, a certified
nurse aide instructor for the Iowa
Board of Nursing, a nursing instructor
at Southeastern Community College in
Keokuk and a nurse for the Ft. Madison School District
at Jefferson School.

She was a member of the Nauvoo Presbyterian
Church and the Houghton euchre card club. She was
also a certified testing Instructor for the Iowa Board
of Nursing. Wanda enjoyed playing the piano and
traveling. She enjoyed spending time with her family,
especially her great grandchildren.

GAYLORD

GAYLORD

Survivors include her husband, Dean Gaylord of Ft.
Madison; one son, Sam (Linda) Gaylord of Ft. Madi-
son; one grandson, Zachary (Brianna) Gaylord of Fort
Madison; two great grandchildren, Neely Page Gay-
lord and Knox Dean Gaylord of Ft. Madison and one
sister, Glenda (Marvin) Moeller of Houghton; two step
grandchildren, Colton Richard Thompson and Megan
Ann Thompson all of Ft. Madison; three step great
grandchildren, Beau Michael Berry, Pierson Michael
Berry and Addilynn Ann Berry all of Ft. Madison and
daughter-in-law, Charlotte (Dan) Catlin of Mt. Pleas-
ant, MI. She was preceded in death by her parents.

The family will meet with friends on Sunday, August
19, 2018 from 1-3 PM at King-Lynk Funeral Home &
Crematory. The memorial service will be held on Mon-
day, August 20, 2018 at 10:30 AM at King-Lynk Funeral
Home & Crematory with Pastor Mark Anderson offici-
ating. Per her wishes, her body has been cremated and
burial will take place at a later date.

A memorial has been established for the Great River
Hospice House and online condolences may be left at
www.kinglynk.com.

STEVE BUSARD

Steve Busard, 66 years, of West Point, Iowa passed
away unexpectedly Saturday, August 18, 2018 at the
Fort Madison Community Hospital, Fort Madison,
Iowa. He was born December 4, 1951 in Fort Madison,
a son of John Francis and Dorcas (Haney) Busard. On
October 16, 1971, he married Jane Wooldridge. She
survives.

Steve was a 1970 graduate of Fort Madison High
School. He owned and operated Steve’s Cycle Shop
and later Import Restorations for more than 30 years.
He loved motorcycles, collecting and selling cars, and
drag racing. He had a need for speed but also loved
being outdoors landscaping his home. He built and
sold homes. He was a jack of all trades. Steve enjoyed
traveling to Bozeman, Montana for fly fishing.

He is survived by his wife Jane Busard, of West Point;
three daughters: Jennifer Busard of Burlington, Iowa;
Stacey Alvarez of Fort Madison; and Kara (Damon)
Dalton of Kahoka, Missouri; two brothers, Rodney
(Kelly) Busard of Donnellson, Iowa and Jim Busard of
Washington; three sisters: Barbara (Raymond) Judy
of Texas; Melody Huffman of Burlington; and Chris
(Randy) Crowner of Burlington; four grandchildren,

ELK & BISON Co.

Ft. Madison, TA

QUARRY CREEK

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park
1866 303rd Avenue ° Ft. Madison, Ia

319-372-8966

Mon. - Sat. 9am to 6pm & Sun. 9am to S5pm

Receive a FREE
Rodeo Ticket for
Thursday Night
with $50 purchase of
Wrangler Products

WELCOME TO BOOT COUNTRY!

Over 2500 pairs of Boots
& 15 Brands in stock
to choose from!

Durable
Heavy Duty
Freezer Grade
American Made
Bison Coolers,
Growlers,

& Tumblers!

Sidewalk Sales

September 3" - September 9"
20% to 75% OFF Select Merchandise

20% Off Carhartts® Apparel Gn-stock only)

Twisted River 61
Food Truck

On-Site Sat, Sept. 8™
After the Parade!

Large Selection In Stock!

Licensed Cinch® Dealer

Get all your favorite
Cinch Boots, Shoes
and Apparel
at Quarry Creek!

Large selection for the
whole family!

Liberty Safe Gives
You Peace of Mind!

Premium Elk & Buffalo Summer Sausage, Steaks, Roasts, Burgers & More!
High in protein, Low in fat, Great for diets!

www.quarrycreek.com

facebook.com/quarrycreek

one great grandson on the way; several nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents.

His family will greet friends from 5:00 - 6:30 pm Fri-
day, August 24, 2018 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort
Madison. A memorial service will follow and begin at
6:30 pm Friday at the funeral home, with Pastor Dean
Graber officiating. A memorial has been established
and contributions may be left at the Barr Memorial
Chapel. Online condolences to the Busard family may
be made at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

WED 22 Aug

Clear Skies
High— 73.0°F | Low — 56.3° F

THU 23 Aug

Moderate Rain
High—75.2° F | Low — 63.9° F

FRI 24 Aug
Heavy Intensity Rain
High—72.5°F | Low - 70.7° F

SAT 25 Aug

Clear Skies
High — 83.8° F | Low — 69.9° F

SUN 26 Aug

Moderate Rain
High— 84.6°F | Low —73.8° F

OpenWeatherMa
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For the Record

Fort Madison

Police Report
8/6/2018 - 7:04 a.m - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 600 block of Ave. E.
8/6/2018 - 4:42 p.m - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of larceny theft in
the 1200 block of 25th St.
8/6/2018 - 5:35 p.m - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a personal
injury accident in the 2000
block of 303rd Ave.
08/13/18- 8:24 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of a larceny/
theft in Hawkeye Village
08/14/18 - no reports listed
08/15/18 - 5:43 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
areport of a larceny/theft in
the 1700 block of 35th Street.
08/15/18 - 6:14 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
4800 block of Avenue O.
08/15/18 - 1:05 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police cited Antwan
Lawrence Brewster, 18, of
Fort Madison in the 900 block
of Avenue H, on a charge of
driving under suspension. He
was released upon citation.
08/15/18 - 6:10 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Hunter Joseph Sorenson,
22, of Fort Madison in the
600 block of 23rd Street on
a charge of simple domestic

abuse. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/15/18 - 11:45 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Jesse
Winslow McGee, 46, of Keokuk
in the 1500 block of 18th Street
on a warrant for domestic
abuse assault. He was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/16/18 - 8:16 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 2100 block Peavine Lane.
08/16/18 - 12:31 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 3100 block of Avenue N.
08/16/18 - 4:32 p.m - Fort
Madison Police respond-

ed to a report of property
damage accident in the

2000 block of Avenue L.
08/16/18 - 4:37 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of a burglary in

the 500 block of Avenue E.
0816/18 - 9:48 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a personal injury
accident at the intersection

of 24th Street and Avenue I.
08/16/18 - 10:24 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested Wyatt
Lee WcWhorter, 24, of Fort
Madison at the intersection

of 24th Street and Avenue

[, on a charge of OWI-1st
offense. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/16/18 - 10:43 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police arrested
Heaven Brooke Stacy, 24,

of New London at the Fort
Madison Police station on a
warrant for failure to appear.
She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
08/17/18 - 6:27 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of vandalism in
the 500 block 33rd Street.
08/17/18 - 6:55 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
areport of a burglary in the
1400 block of S. 20th Street.

Lee County

Sheriff’'s Report
08/6/18 - 12:00 a.m - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Elizabeth Alarcon,
38, of Cedar Rapids on
a warrant for violation of
probation. She was taken to
Lee County Jail and held.
08/6/18 - 10:30 a.m - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrestedNicholas Wayne
Burgess, 34, of Keokuk, in
the 100 block of N 7th St.,
on a warrant for judgement
holding. He was taken to
Lee County Jail and held.
08/6/18 - 4:05 p.m - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff's deputies arrested
Elizabeth Alarcon, 38, of Cedar
Rapids, at the Sheriff's office,
on a charge of a temporary
hold. She was taken to Lee
County Jail and held.
08/6/18 - 4:43 p.m - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff's deputies arrested
Cynthia Renee Pullinger, 26, of
West Burlington, at the Sher-

iff's office, on a charge of a
temporary hold. She was taken
to Lee County Jail and held.
08/13/18 - 8:25 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies ar-
rested Tyler Mitchell Lee, 33, of
West Burlington, at the sheriff's
office, on a warrant for assault
with injury. He was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/13/18 - 4:00 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a two-vehicle
accident at the intersection

of 303rd Avenue and Old
Denmark Road. A vehicle
driven by David Lawrence
Hoenig, 44, of Revere, Mo.,
struck the back end of a
vehicle driven by Carolyn Ann
Maclearn, 69, of Fort Madi-
son. No citations or injuries
were reported at the scene.
08/14/18 - no time listed - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Brandon Ray Raszler,
27, of Fort Madison in the 300
block of 7th Street in Fort Mad-
ison, on a warrant for parole
violation. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/14/18 - 11:48 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Andrew Michael
Schiedel, 30, of Fort Madison
in the 2600 block of Hwy. 61
on a charge of driving while
barred. He was released

on a promise to appear.
08/14/18 - 7:19 am. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Marly Mae-Jean

Jones, 18, of Keokuk, at
Deer Meadow Apartments

on a warrant for failure to
appear. She was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/15/18 - 2:13 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Rebecca Sue Billing,
32, of Fort Madison, at the
intersection of 10th Street
and Avenue G, on charges

of interference with official
acts and failure to provide a
valid driver’s license, and on
warrants for contempt of court
and voluntary absence from
custody. She was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/15/18 - 11:04 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to one-vehicle
accident on Valley Road
where a vehicle driven by
Phillip Dean Weisheit, 31, of
Keokuk lost control on a grave
road and rolled over onto its
top. No citations or injuries
were reported at the scene.
08/15/18 - 4:38 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Robert Douglas
MeNitt, Jr., 54, of Keokuk,

at the sheriff's office, on

a warrant for violation of
probation. He was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/15/18 - 4:53 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies cited
a 17-year-old juvenile male
from Keokuk on a charge

of fifth-degree theft <$200.
He was released pending a

juvenile court appearance.
08/16/18 - 6:28 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
responded to a one-vehicle
accident in the 2700 block of
Hwy. 16 where a vehicle driven
by Demetrius Ernest Alexander,
19, of Denmark lost control
while passing a vehicle in foggy
conditions and entered a ditch
in a field. No injuries or cita-
tions were issued at the scene.
08/16/18 - 9:28 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Howard Green
Burgess Il, 36, of Keokuk on a
temporary hold at the sheriff's
office. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
08/17/18 - 2:29 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Lorisa Lynn Tem-
pleton, 42, of Keokuk, in the
3400 block of Main Street

in Keokuk, on a charge of
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated. She was taken to
the Lee County Jail and held.
08/17/18 - 6:51 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Troy Allen Gasaway,
53, of Hamilton, at the sheriff's
office on three warrants for
failure to appear and a warrant
for voluntary absence from
custody. He was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are
presumed innocent un-

til and unless proven

guilty in a court of law.

Household Hazardous Waste Unit

IS open

Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Backyard composting improves soil quality
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building

at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

i
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |1A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa
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Woo Hoo for You-

IOWA LOTTERY
IALottery WINNING NUMBERS

8/20 MID-DAY

8/20 108
416 36 44 48 8/20 EVENING
Lucky Ball: 11 840

iowa

8/20 MID-DAY
5752
8/20 EVENING
7502

Pen City Current

encourages you to play responsibly.

o s O

FEBRUARY 8-16, 2019

Inclusions
» Roundtrip Motorcoach
Transportation
» On-board Friendly Host
» Hotel Accommodations
» 10 Meals (8B / 2D)
« 2 optional Kickback Receptions
* Moody Gardens
- Aquarium Pyramid
- Rainforest Pyramid
- Discovery Museum
* Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig
* The Bishop's Palace

* Moody Mansion

e Pier 21

» Texas Seaport Museum
& Tallship Elissa

« Pier 21 Theatre

* Bryan Museum

» Galveston Strand & Seaport

« Seawolf Park

« American Undersea Warfare
Center

* Galveston Harbor Cruise
aboard Seagull 2

ONLY $1,470 PER PERSON DOUBLE

$30 Trailways club membership discount is available

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 135

www.TrailwaysTravel.com

SHOP

the classifieds
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HELP WANTED
Subscribe to HEAD COOK
#PCC today Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
has an open position for
. Head Cook in Ft. Madison.
Ffeea"dp.md This is a full time position
Options Available. with full benefits. Must have

experience cooking for large
groups. Management ex-
perience and knowledge of
HAACP & SOPs preferred.
Please contact Paula at 319-
601-9990 for an application.

#Shopl.ocal

Support your local
business community!

Place your ad
online 24/7

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant
We are expanding...
“GRO” with us

Lab Technician - 3085
«Qualifications: College degree in chemistry or equivalent
analytical lab experience

Production Lead - 3083
«Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, College
degree preferred, can help lead teams of 50+ associates

Filler Technician - 3084

«Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment, helping coordinate production efforts

Packaging Technicians - 3069

«Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment

Yard Tractor Operator - 3080
«Qualifications: forklift experience, current or previous
CDL preferred

Forklift Operator- 3078
Qualifications: minimum 1 year forklift experience in a
manufacturing environment

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

Job opening for
the Fort Madison
Eye Clinic

Looking for a Part-time Op-
tician. Experience is helpful,
but not necessary. Will train
the right person.

This positions job hours are
from 32-36 hours per week,
no weekends.

Job Responsibilities include,
but are not limited to:

Opening/Closing the Office,
answering phones, sched-
uling patient’s, working with
patient’s in contact lens and
eyeglass selection.

Customer service is a must!
Drop off resumes at our Of-
fice location of 716 Avenue
G, Fort Madison.

More detailed job description
will be discussed during in-
terviews.

BUILDING
AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

TECH

Lee County Maintenance
Department is seeking a
qualified applicant for the
position of  Building and
Grounds Maintenance Tech.
Applicants must have good
mechanical skills and will
be performing labor indoors
and outdoors in all weather
elements. Basic understand-
ing and work experience in
mechanical and electrical
systems, HVAC, plumbing,
painting, grounds keep-
ing (including mowing and
snow/ice removal), power
equipment operation and
maintenance and best safety
and construction practices.
Must be capable of perform-
ing duties inside the Lee
County Correctional Facility
Complex, working with and
around inmates. Application
forms can be download-
ed at www.leecounty.org. A
job description can also be
found on the website. Com-
pleted application should be
sent or delivered to Denise
Fraise, Lee County Auditor,
933 Avenue H, P.O. Box 190,
Fort Madison, lowa, 52627 or
emailed to dfraise@leecoun-
ty.org. All applications should
be received by the Auditor’s
office by 4:30 PM on Friday,
August 31, 2018. Lee Coun-
ty offers an excellent benefits
package. Lee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.


http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:dfraise@leecounty.org
mailto:dfraise@leecounty.org
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Galveston-Sun-Sand-Waves-2019
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
T —— Coverage that works

YOUR LOVED ONES ;
DESERVE THE BEST when they can’t

REHABILITATION & Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.
SKILLED NURSING Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of

WHEN GOING HOME unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable
ISN'T AN OPTION. resource — your employees —are protected.

Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Bill Jones, PTA

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

D FARM BUREAU
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care 1701. 41+ Street Fort
Private Pay Accepted Memory Care — Ventilator Support Madison, 1A 52627

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty In G & Western Agricultural | G */West D
Like us on Facebook I R, . Gompany promiarsof i sursas il Senices WOOI0 1) - ot D%
N gy 3 N
ADVERTISE YOUR I
4 (N 4
) ) N Y 10 ﬁ

SERVICE BUSINESS 2 Fritay, August 24
]_ month ° Only $2500 PCCROHS 8:30 10 11:30

G -‘-__‘
2x2 Business Card Size Ad WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION ‘J SIdCf ?
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com | S il
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com IRIS CITY CLEANERS 1135 Ave. E
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County amends bid policy to expedite emergency repairs

ROADS - Continued from Page 1

what happens with those surfaces that we're testing,”
Hull said. “We’re hearing great things out of Scott
County, and the other good thing is we're starting
where they are and they’ve been researching for about
three years now””

Scott County has used mixtures ranging from 1-to-1
ratios all the way to 3-to-1 ratios in shingle to gravel.

Hamm said the benefit to GRWWA is that it keeps
shingles out of the landfill which extends the life of the
landfills. Currently, GRWWA accepts all shingles at no
charge as long as foreign materials, outside of the nails,
are removed.

“The shingles can have nails in them because they
just get ground up and become part of the mixture but
other materials need to be separated. As long as they’ve

done that, there is no charge for dumping the shingles,”
he said.

He said he’s sent about 1,500 tons of shingles to Gray
for grinding and has about another 400 tons on hand.
Considering it takes about 900 tons to do just over a
mile at the current mix ratio, the county would be hard
pressed to find enough to cover all its rural roads.

“The supply will never be enough that we will ever
be able to do all the miles of gravel road in the county.
It’s going to be something where we selectively choose
locations to use this material on,” Hull told the board.

The shingles are picked up and hauled to Gray Quar-
ries in Hamilton where they are ground up and then
sold back at the per ton charge.

Folluo said he wanted to give Hamm credit for bring-

We make moving
easy.

Click this ad to learn more
about our home loan options.

www.pilotgrovesavingshank.com

ing the idea to the attention of the board.
“He put the bug in our ear about doing this project
and I think it’s worked out real good so far”

In other action, the board:

« voted 4-0 to approve an amendment to the county’s
bid policy regarding emergency repairs purchases in
which the chairman of the supervisors can authorize
purchases or contractors for emergency repairs for
any public improvements. The chairman would make
a finding of necessity and obtain a certificate from a
licensed engineer that the repair is immediately neces-
sary and then either take action or call a telephonic or
in-person meeting of the board to address any issues
without holding a public hearing or advertising for
bids.

« voted 4-0 to approve a final change order for tuck
pointing on the South Lee County Courthouse which
resulted in a decrease in the final bill of approximately
$4,000.

« voted 4-0 to approve the replacement of a part-time
correctional officer who left the jail staff for a position
in Henry County.
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From the Front/Empty Nest

Walker brings pitch-by-
pitch mentality to Hounds

BASEBALL - Continued from Page 1

championship in 2000.

“We need to put baseball
back on the map in Fort
Madison,” Walker said.
“Not just three months of
the year, but 12 months of
the year. We've got a lot of
great athletes that can bring
people back out to the
ballpark”

He said his first goal out
of the gate is to spruce up
the school’s facilities. He
wants to schedule a fall
clean up at the park where
students, parents, and vol-
unteers can help brighten
up the field and create a
sense of pride in the team
again. He said he doesn’t
have a date set, but will
try to work that out with
school officials once school
is back in session.

Walker said that not
being a teacher-coach will
present some hurdles that
some other coaches don’t
have to deal with and he
won't have the five-day-a-
week access to players and
potential players that teach-
er-coaches have.

“I want to start talking
to the kids early and get-
ting them to think about
baseball and buying into
the program,” he said. “We
need to take pride in wear-
ing that Bloodhound jersey.
It's an honor in wearing
it and not just not going
through the motions”

He said baseball is a
game of pitches and the
team needs to learn that
they should win one pitch
at a time.

“You can win that pitch
as a pitcher or a hitter. You
focus on the first pitch and
then you start to win some
at bats as a pitcher and a
hitter,” Walker said. “Before
you know it you've won a

game and then you start
stringing games together.
But at this point, with only
seeing a roster, we're gonna
focus on winning that
pitch”

He said he brings a full
team concept to the field
and wants to handle the
duties between the lines
and have a good support
team to take care of the
dugout.

“We're only as good
as our last player in the
dugout,” Walker said.
“Team chemistry is very
important and baseball isn’t
an individual sport by any
means. They need to trust
in each other”

Over the past four years
the Hounds have one nine
of 129 games and with
Burlington looking to join
the Southeast Conference
next year, Fort Madison
will have a greater chance
of putting up more wins
without as much travel.

Walker said he isn't com-
ing to the team with any
preconceived notions about
what the program will look
like.

“I want to develop my
own opinion, based on kids
and their desire to play the
game. We're starting fresh
here and every kid is on
an even playing field as far
as ’'m concerned,” Walker
said.

He said the community
just needs to look about
90 miles down the road to
Centerville, which just won
a state championship.

“They won with young
kids. The program is what’s
solid”

Walker is joining a group
of new coaches in the 2018
season including Todd
McGhghy taking over the

girls high school basket-
ball program from Charlie
Knipe, who resigned last
year but will coach mid-
dle school girls this year.
Mike Schneider and Chad
Hannum are splitting the
head coaching duties for
the boys high school track
program after Erin Brenner
resigned last fall.

He said one of the other
things he wants to do out
of the gate is meet with
the other coaches about
programming.

“The last thing I want to
do is step on other pro-
grams,” Walker said. “I
want to work with them all.
I definitely want to get with
Derek (Doherty) and talk
about the athletic enhance-
ment program and how
the baseball program can
benefit from what they are
doing”

He said the first time he
can practice with the team
isn’'t until April 29, 2019,
but he said he wants to
set up some meetings and
get with the kids and new
FMHS Activities Director
Jeremy Swink and start
building relationships. He
also welcomed parents and
other interested parties to
reach out to him at ron.
greatriver@gmail.com.

Swink said four can-
didates applied for the
position.

“We had four candi-
dates,” Swink said. “It was
a very tough choice as
all four candidates were
quality and brought a great
level of energy and passion
to the baseball program
and its future. Ron comes
to us with tremendous
knowledge and experience
with baseball at a variety of
levels.
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Nine lives put to the test by
family farms cat

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

D r. Joel Ryon was
headed for Mt. Pleasant’s
swimming pool for a
workout. He is a triathlete
having competed in Iron-
man triathlons and also
the Boston Marathon. It
was his day off from his busy hospital schedule and he was looking forward to a little
water therapy and a good mile-long swim.

He passed a dead animal in the road and thought it was a rabbit. However, as he
passed the dead animal, he saw a few tummy stripes and thought it might be a kitty.
The Ryons had been missing one of their cats, Tonks, for about a week. “Uh, oh,” Joel
thought. “I wonder if that’s Tonks?”

The Ryons have four cats, two of them named after Harry Potter characters, Tonks
and Lupin. George and Shadow, Joel’s work-out-room cat, round out the foursome.
Tonks, Lupin and George are 100% outdoor cats.

Joel turned his car around and went back for a look-see. Sure enough, it was a cat
and there was a tan-colored spot on its head like Tonks. Joel felt bad for Tonks, but
at least they would now know what happened to to her. Joel returned home and got a
pair of gloves and a sack. He scooped up Tonks and took her home.

He summoned his wife, Heidi, and their two kids, Abby and Luke, and informed
them that he had found Tonks. It was a sad event, but there was only one thing to
do. They buried poor Tonks. They dug a hole at the bottom of the hill south of their
house and laid Tonks to rest. Heidi reached forward and touched Tonk’s tummy.
Both she and Abby had a little cry fest, but it was over.

All four of the Ryons’ cats are stray cats that followed them home from the nearby
Old Thresher’s grounds. They take good care of the strays, have them spayed and
neutered, and feed them daily.

A few days later, at 10:00 oclock at night, Heidi went outdoors to bring in the cat
food. If they don’t bring the cat food in at night, raccoons get into it. She called, “Kit-
ty kitty!” Out of the corner of her eye, she saw a gray cat slinking toward the house,
like a thief in the night. “Another stray;” she thought. As the cat got closer, it looked
awfully familiar. There was that tan spot in the center of its head. The cat meowed a
hello. It was Tonks! Heidi let out a scream, scooped Tonks up and hollered for Joel.
Joel appeared and said, “Well, I'll be darned. We must’ve buried someone else’s cat”

Heidi hurriedly text her daughter, Abby, who was at cross-country camp. Abby,
like her father, is an athlete and state champion cross-country contender. Abby was
in her bunk and wondered why in the world her mother was texting her at 10:00
oclock at night. When she saw the good news, she let out a scream to the other girls.
“Tonks is alive!”

The news of Tonk’s “resurrection” went out over social media. One tongue-in-
cheek suggestion was that they should dig up the dead cat, put it back out on the
road, so that the rightful owners might see it and know what happened to it.

Not!

If anyone on the south side of Mt. Pleasant is missing a gray tiger cat with a tan
spot on its head, contact the Ryons.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read at
106.3 FM in Farmington.
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Click here for our listings.

Turning Hope into Reality

Gotancwstip?

Call Chuck (319)371.1670



mailto:ron.greatriver@gmail.com
mailto:ron.greatriver@gmail.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Quarry Creek Elk & Bison Co.
	Pen City Current
	Pen City Current Masthead
	For the Record
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Trailways Travel
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	From the Front
	Area News
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank
	Tony Fullenkamp Edward Jones
	Mexican Fiesta
	Pen City Current
	From the Front
	Sports
	Opinion
	Curt Swarm
	Empty Nest
	Guest Column
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Lee County Health Department

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


