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Candidates talk trade programs, communication

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Career education training and 
communication are on a list of priorities for three candi-
dates up for election on Nov. 5.

Incumbents Carol Ross and Jared Hotop and former 
board member Joshua Wykert all said the career educa-
tion training programs underway at the high school are a 
point of pride for the district, but can be improved.

The other three candidates: incumbents Dianne Hope, 
Lois DiPrima and newcomer Candice Smrt will appear 
in a preview of the remaining candidates in the Pen City 
Current later this week.

Ross, who’s been on the board since Sept. 2015 and 
is a West Point resident who works for Menke & Co. as 
an accountant, said she’d like to see some programming 
added at the junior high level including robotics and 
foreign languages.

“I would like to see us make a few changes… It really 
doesn’t help us that at the middle school level the only 
students allowed to do robotics are AP students, so when 
they get to high school it’s new to them,” Ross said. 

 “One of the things I was told, is that the kids that 
go to AP get pulled out of other classes once or twice a 
week. The reason they don’t do that with kids that aren’t 
in AP is that those kids would struggle. So maybe an 
after-school club type things. And I would really like to 

see us add foreign language at middle school. We don’t 
have that.”

But Ross said improving facilities for the elementary 
students is still one of the top priorities for the district.

“I want to keep improving things for the kids. We 
cannot have the elementary students in those buildings. 
We have to start thinking outside the box and look for 
alternatives and other funding options out there aside 
from a bond referendum.”

She said declining enrollment is also a big issue citing 
improving test scores and programming.

“We’re making good strides in improving our test 
scores and programming, but it takes time to reverse that 

trend. If they leave as a kindergartner, they’re probably 
not going to come back,” she said.

Part of the problem, Ross said, is declining family sizes, 
but she said adding options for kids that don’t want to 
go to college could also be a way to stimulate district 
growth.

 “We do a good job with our welding and trades pro-
grams, but I don’t want to forget those that aren’t going to 
college so we need to keep improving our options.”

Wykert, too, said that type of programming could lead 
to improved district enrollment which would lead to 
additional revenue.

He said one of the top priorities facing the district, 
and education in the state as well, is ensuring the future 
per student funding is increased at a rate greater than 
inflation. Wykert said another issue to try to stop is the 
outflow of students to other district.

“We’re talked about as one of the highest performing 
districts in the state and we need to be asking the ques-
tion of why we’re losing kids to other schools,” he said.

“That’s revenue you’re losing. Keeping students in your 
system is how you keep revenue.”

Wykert is a financial manager at Cryotech in Fort 
Madison and said his financial experience would be an 
asset to the board. Wykert sat on the board for about 
three months when he was appointed to fill the seat of 
Gayla Young who died at the end of 2018.

Wykert said that time exposed him to budget planning 
and that’s where his expertise would come into play.

 “I got a taste for it and have some knowledge going in 
and I think I can help the district financially get to a bet-
ter path that hopefully moves us toward a new school,” 
he said.

ROSS WYKERT HOTOP

First in a two-part series 
looks at half of school board 
candidates for Nov. 5 election

See CANDIDATES, page 9

Fort Madison Mid-
dle School Princi-
pal and counselor 

Melissa Helt talk 
with the Fort Mad-
ison School Board 

Monday night 
about the school’s 

PACK mentor-
ing program that 

utilizes 7th and 8th 
graders to mentor 
4th and 5th grad-
ers at the school.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Biden to visit West Point
BY PCC STAFF

WEST POINT – Former Vice-President Joe Biden, a 
2020 candidate for president, will visit Lee County on 
Wednesday.

The event will be held at Small Grand Things, 1903 
West Point Road, West Point. Biden is expected to 
speak at 2 p.m. and organizers are encouraging the 
public to arrive around 1:30 p.m.

The stop is part of a swing through eastern Iowa for 
the former Delaware senator who served in that capaci-
ty for more than 36 years.

Recent national polls show the race in Iowa tight-
ening after Biden held a respectable lead ahead of 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren. South Bend, 
Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg has closed the gap and all 
three are within single digits in polling.
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IMI SPRING MOWER SERVICE SPECIAL

IMI EQUIPMENT 

Be ready for the upcoming season by getting 
your lawn equipment ready and already 
being prepared to make short work of your 
lawn needs.

FREE WASH AND WAX
Special Price of $19599 includes 
all parts and labor

Call 866-464-3778

Junction of 136 & Hwy 81
Kahoka, MO

Service Special includes engine 

217-847-3316

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 

SERVICEWANTED TO BUY: Old bi-
cycle for outdoor display. Call
evenings 217-852-6658.

COLOR COPIES! We can
design it for you-business
cards, flyers, postcards, bro-
chures, menus, wedding in-
vites and much more, just ask!
Call us at 319-524-8300 for
pricing and information.

BUSINESS CARDS-We can
print you 500 full color busi-
ness cards for only $75.00.
This price includes color, lay-
out, design and print. We will
include 2 WEEKS FREE of
Business Card size ads in the
Shopper too! Call the Shopper
Design Services at 319-524-
8300 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2007 Exmark
Zero-turn mower, 60in. deck,
26HP Kawasaki engine. 241.5
hrs .  Exce l lent  condi t ion,
$4500. 601-506-6118 FM.

FOR SALE: LT1000 Crafts-
man lawnmower, 42in. deck,
good tires, mower deck & rear
bagger, $200. MTD lawn-
mower, 42in. deck, $50. 319-
750-2328

FOR SALE: Old antique push
lawnmower, over 200 yrs old.
$75. 319-372-5928

FOR SALE: Old wooden 2-
wheel trailer, 40"x66"x18"
deep, $60. 319-470-3202

FOR SALE: Organizer for
lawn tools, $10. 319-463-7519

FOR SALE: Rubbermaid white
steel shelving, $100. 16 vinyl
shutters, $25. 319-470-8383

FOR SALE: Stainless steel
double sink in very good con-
dition, $25. 319-837-6528

FOR SALE: Starcraft fold
down truck camper. Inc fur-
nace, air, ice box, stove, and
sink. Exc condition. 319-394-
3307 FOR SALE: Transport chair,

near new, $40. Makita 10in.
power miter box w/ blade, $75.
110V meat grinder #33 plate,
$100. 319-385-9606

FOR SALE: Turkey fryer in
box, $35. Electric juicer, $12.
Westinghouse, 22in. cooker,
$35. Coke Kurt Busch bobble-
head in package, $15. Col-
chester. 309-210-3464

FOR SALE: upright heater,
n e v e r  b e e n  u s e d .  $ 2 5 .
( 3 1 9 ) 3 7 2 - 5 9 2 8 .

FOR SALE: Wicker stand. 68”
high. 25” wide. 10” deep, $10.
319-463-7519

FOR SALE :  Keyboard for
computer. Good Condition,
$10. Mouse for computer, $5.
Access point for wireless net-
work. 3 of them, $10ea. FM
Super 8. 319-372-8500

FOR SALE: 2 new counter
tops, white, black and gray, 10'
and 8'. $100 for both. 660-342-
2946.

TO GIVE AWAY: Barn cats
and a few kittens. 319-470-
7806.

COLUMBUS
CLUB

807 AVENUE H • FT. MADISON

319-372-2581

Open to the Public for Wednesday & Friday Dinners

Wednesday “All You Can Eat”

Adults includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................................

Kids (ages 5-12) includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................

Kids under 5 eat ..............................................  
Carryout 4 pcs. chicken
2 sides & a roll .................................................

Kids (ages 5-12)
2 pcs. chicken, 1 side & a roll .......................

Chicken also available by the piece
                      (carryout only)

9 oz. Boneless Catfish Fillet
8 oz. Steak
Pork Chop
Marinated Chicken Breast
Chicken Strips
Jumbo Shrimp
Tenderloins
Burgers

       APPETIZERS
Columbus Club Combo
(Cauliflower, Mushrooms &
Onion Rings)
Brew House Combo
(Cream Cheese Jalapeno Poppers,
Chicken Strips, Mushrooms,
Shrimp, Mozzarella Sticks &
Onion Rings)

Reuben Bites
Macaroni & Cheese Bites

10/20 MID-DAY
5 3 0

10/20 EVENING
7 0 3

10/20 MID-DAY
9 1 6 0

10/20 EVENING
6 7 4 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

On Sunday morning, October 20, 2019, Mona Hibbert passed very peacefully into 
the welcoming arms of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

She was born January 10, 1935 in Marion County Missouri to Everett 
and Ruby Lawson. (both long passed but never forgotten).

She was an LPN and worked for various nursing homes including 
Sunset Home, Good Samaritan and Illinois Veterans Home. 

She had four sons, who survive, Sam (Terrie) Newlon, Art (Deborah) 
Newlon, Jim Heitz, and John (HeeKyong) Heitz, twelve grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren, her sister, Wanda Matteson of LaPlata, MO 
and brother, Lynn (Ruth Ann) Lawson of Brookfield, MO, her broth-

er-in-law, Dr. Ben Poage of Richmond, KY and thirteen nieces and nephews. She also 
had many lifelong friends. Two special ones still survive, Marilyn and Judy.  She was 
preceded in death by her brother, Edward Lawson and sister, Nina Poage.

She loved taking day trips where she marveled at God’s creation, especially wild 
flowers, fall colors, soft clouds and birds. She also liked cooking, antiques, gardening, 
bluegrass, and old-time southern gospel music.

There will be no services at this time. She will be interred next spring at Ariel Chris-
tian Church Cemetery in Ralls County, MO.  Family and friends will gather then for 
a remembrance and a wildflower planting. Did we mention she LOVED wildflowers 
especially daisies?

Memorials can be made to Living Waters Assembly of God Church in Keokuk IA. 
(Note; blanket Sunday). Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family 
with arrangements. Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemo-
rialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

MONA HIBBERT

HIBBERT

OBITUARIES

NORMA I. NAVE
Norma I. Nave, 94, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 

6:04 PM at her home.
She was born on January 5, 1925 in Ft. Madison to John and Ruth 

White Roxlau.  Norma married Worth Taylor and they later divorced. 
On August 6, 1960 she married Lester W. Nave in Kahoka, MO and he 
passed away on July 10, 2004.  Norma worked at Sheaffer Pen Co and 
IAAP.  She and her husband owned and operated the 12th Street Tavern 
for twenty seven years and retired in 1987.  She enjoyed being outdoors 
and working at flea markets.  She was a member of AARP, Amvets Club 
and the Ft. Madison Senior Citizens.  She was a Cubs fan and a Jeff Gor-

dan and Tiger Woods fan.
Survivors include four grandchildren; several grandchildren, cousins and friends.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and a daughter Sharon Richers.
A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 1:30 PM at Soldiers’ 

Circle, Oakland Cemetery with Rev.  Dean Graber officiating.  King-Lynk Funeral 
Home is assisting the family and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

NAVE

FMEA to host candidate forum
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Education Association will be hosting a 
community forum on Tuesday, Oct. 29 beginning at 6 p.m.

The forum will feature all six of the candidates for the Nov. 5 Fort Madison Com-
munity School District Board of Directors.

The forum will open at 5:45 for attendees to write down questions to be asked 
during the forum which is scheduled to run until 7:30 p.m. at the Connection Bank 
Community Room in downtown Fort Madison.

There are four seats open on the school board with six candidates vying for the 
open seats including incumbents Dianne Hope, Jared Hotop, Lois DiPrima, and 
Carol Ross.

Newcomer Candice Smrt is also on the ballot for one of the seats as is former 
school board director Josh Wykert.

Wykert was appointed as a school board director in January after the death of 
director Gayla Young. He served until the spring election that year and was defeated 
by Brad Menke for the seat.

State law this year moved all school elections to the November general election 
cycle.

http://www.kofc739.org/default.htm
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

www.drmarkdds.com

Enjoy, but don’t let it stain
your beautiful teeth!

Call for your 6-month cleaning today.

Fall is the time
for pumpkin spice lattes

GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

 Skip the winter blues with a  
Winter Stay at The Kensington!

 Move in for a Winter Stay before  
December 1 and get your 4th month free!

 Winter Stay rooms have limited availability.  

Call Victoria to book today!
Interested? Call Victoria at 319.371.9136

vmatlock@kensington-evergreen.com

Winter doesn’t  
last   forever

Senior Living & Memory Care

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/18/19 – 9:19 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 2400 
block of Avenue L.
10/18/19 – 10:19 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 2500 
block of Hwy. 61.
10/18/19 – 1:12 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a gas drive off in the 
5000 block of Avenue O.
10/18/19 – 2:43 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a hit and run in the 
900 block of Avenue G.
10/18/19 – 6:10 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 600 
block of Avenue F.
10/19/19 – 3:00 a.m. – 

Fort Madison Police ar-
rested Brad Whisenand, 
41, of Fort Madison at 
the police station, on 
charges of animal ne-
glect and public intoxica-
tion. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/19/19 – 7:08 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1700 
block of 35th Street.
10/19/19 – 7:38 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
300 block of 15th Street.
10/19/19 – 9:44 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1100 
block of Avenue E.
10/19/19 – 10:49 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft on 
Richards Drive.
10/19/19 – 1:36 p.m. 

– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1700 
block of 35th Street.
10/19/19 – 1:46 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a personal injury 
accident in the 1000 
block of Avenue H.
10/19/19 – 2:21 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1400 block of Avenue F.
10/19/19 – 5:31 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2700 block of Avenue J.
10/19/19 – 7:26 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Joshua William 
Milligan 27, of Fort Mad-
ison in the 2100 block of 
Avenue L, on charges 
of trespass and interfer-
ence with official acts. 
He was taken to the Lee 

County Jail and held.
10/19/19- 9:12 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police 
arrested Rebecca Linn 
Dunlap, 26, of Fort 
Madison, in the 700 
block of Avenue D, on 
a warrant service. She 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/19/19 – 11:36 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 800 
block of 11th Street.
10/20/19 – 12:19 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Jessica Lee 
Gerdes, 39, of West 
Point, in the 800 block 
of 11th Street on a 
charge of operating 
while intoxicated. She 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/20/19 – 8:34 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 200 

block of 1st Street.
10/20/19 – 2:46 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Serena Dawn Schnider, 
41, of Fort Madison, on 
a charge of driving while 
suspended. She was 
released upon citation.
10/20/19 – 4:55 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1400 
block of Avenue F.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/18/19 – 1:30 p.m. – 
Lee County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Levi Lewis 
Happs, 23, of Wyaconda, 
Mo.; at the Boonville 
Correctional Center in 
Boonville on a warrant 
for probation violation. 
He was held in custody.
10/18/19 – 6:20 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Don-
ald Ray Junior Wall, 
47, of Fort Madison in 
Des Moines County, 

on a warrant for viola-
tion of probation. He 
was held in custody.
10/18/19 – 7:00 p.m. 
– Lee County Sher-
iff’s deputies arrested 
Rick Keegan Tinder, 
25, of Keokuk at the 
Lee County Jail on a 
judgment hold. He was 
taken to the Lee County 
Jail and released on 
a served weekend.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue Report

10/18/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls 
and one false alarm.
10/19/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
two false alarms and one 
motor vehicle accident
10/20/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to five medical calls.

BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON – The 
Three Rivers Conservation 
Foundation is hosting a 
Chicken Dinner Fundrais-
er on Sunday, November 
3rd, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
at the Charleston Board 
of Trade. The price of the 
dinner is $10 for adults and 

$6 for children under 12.
The goal of this initiative 

is to help Lee County Con-
servation raise funds for 
new playground equipment 
at the Pollmiller, Wilson 
Lake, Chatfield, and Heron 
Bend. The members hope 
to have the first playground 
project completed at 

Pollmiller by 2020. Funds 
raised from this event will 
support this project.

Tickets are available at 
the Lee County Conser-
vation Office or from any 
foundation board mem-
bers. Walk-ins are also 
welcomed the night of the 
event.

Conservation foundation holds fundraiser

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

FALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th Street • Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

Leagues:   1st & 2nd Grade   &   Mighty Mites (5 & 6 Yr Olds)

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

CURRENT-LEE
The following is a list of current events and happenings in Fort Madison and 
north Lee County as submitted to the Pen City Current.

Boo-athlon

The PORT of Fort Madison will be holding it’s annual Spooktakular Boo-ath-
lon fundraiser at the Baxter Sports Complex on Oct. 26, beginning at 9 a.m. 
Registration forms can be found online at www.fortmadison-ia.com under 
the community tab/PORT, on the PORT of Fort Madison Facebook page of 
by calling Kathy Benda at 319-470-7848.

YMCA Sailfish Parents Meeting
A new parents meeting will be held Oct. 25 at the YMCA Preschool Room 
starting at 5:30 p.m. For more information contact Jason Dixon at 319-759-
5972 or Jen Fett at 319-850-2439.

YMCA Daddy Daughter Dance
The annual dance will be held Nov. 8th at the Fort Madison Elks Lodge from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Cost is $20 per couple for YMCA members, $30 per couple 
for non-members. $5 for additional children. Registration deadline is Nov. 1.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public Library is holding a weekly book sales 
from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. on Thursday’s at the Public Library.

Brakes for Breasts
Griffin Brake & Muffler Center will be holding a Brakes for Breasts where the 
center will be giving away free quality brake pads and shoes and will donate 
10% of labor and other necessary parts to the Cleveland Clinic Breast Cancer 
Vaccine Fund during the Month of October.

An Evening with Gary Dolphin
The Voice of the Hawkeyes will be the guest at Sheaffer Memorial Golf 
Course Tuesday, Oct. 22 for a dinner and social hour. Tickets are available by 
calling Ryan McMillan at 319-528-6214 or emailing rmcmillan@sheaffergolf.

com. Doors open at 4:30 with the dinner and social hour from 5 p.m to 6 
p.m.

No Tricks Just Treats
The 3rd Annual Lee County Sheriff and Lee County CrimeStoppers will be 
holding their annual No Tricks, Just Treats event at the sheriff ’s office Oct. 28, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the sheriff ’s office at 2530 255th Street in Montrose.

Old Settlers Trick or Treat
4th Annual “Trick or Treat” in Old Settler’s Park will be held on Thursday 
Oct. 31, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. A light supper will be provided by Fraise Auc-
tion & Real Estate.

Halloween Historic Jail Tour
Volunteers with the North Lee County Historical Society will be opening the 
historic 1869 Lee County Jail during citywide Trick or Treat hours from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Oct. 31. The tradition of giving out “Tootsie” rolls in honor 
of former Lee County Sheriff Harold R. “Toots” Delahoyde.

FMAAA 4-Course Thai Meal
Carol Mapes will be the featured chef for a 4-course Thai Meal on Friday, 
Nov. 1 at 6 p.m. at the FMAAA center. Tickets are $25 per person. Call the 
center at 372-3996 for additional information or tickets.

Flashlight Maze Nights
Each Saturday, weather permitting, the Harvestville Farm Corn Maze will 
be open from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. with last entry at 9:30 p.m. Bring your own 
flashlight. For more information call 319-470-1558.

Lighted Parade Float Work Nights
Float work nights for the annual holiday lighted parade are held every Mon-
day starting Sept. 30 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 1200 Avenue I. Entrance is 
through the back. Call the Chamber at 319-372-5471 for more information.

SCC Vendor Blender
A vendor blender will be held on Nov. 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with proceeds 
benefiting SCC student club activities. $3 admission and lunch will be avail-
able in the SCC cafeteria from 11:30 to 1 p.m.

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s Only Community Bingo on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 2 p.m. The event is free for seniors and cash 
prizes are awarded. Caregivers Connection is held the 4th Tuesday of every 
month at noon. Call 319-372-4233 to reserve your seat.

Lee County Health Department clinics
LCHD will be holding a Children’s Immunication Clinic at #3 John Bennett 
Drive on Oct. 24, from 1 to 4:30 p.m. The clinic is open to children who have 
no insurane, are insured by Iowa Medicaid or those who have private insur-
ace that doesn’t cover the cost of vaccines. Free lead testing is also available. 
Contact the health department at 372-5225.

Caregivers Connection Class to 
be held Oct. 22 at The Kensington
Debbie Green from FMCH Hospice will join 
us on Oct 22nd at 12pm for our next Caregiver 
Connection class. She will talk about navigating 
the end of life, a part of the normal process of 
living. Honest, open communication with fami-
ly, friends, and medical providers regarding a person’s choices for end of life care 
to provide a smoother road in this part of life’s journey. We will review some of 
the documents that are available for a person to use to share their wishes. We 
will also talk about how to talk to your physician and your loved ones regarding 
your choices – what questions to ask, topics to assure you have a meaningful 
discussion. Having these discussions early and planning early provides a much 
higher quality of life during the end of life. It’s hard to talk about – we will 
provide some tools to help. A simple lunch will be served. Class is held at The 
Kensington and lasts one hour. Free.  Please RSVP to Victoria at 319-372-4233.

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:rmcmillan@sheaffergolf.com
mailto:rmcmillan@sheaffergolf.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Opinion

No Plastic Bags
CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop 
off sites, or putting out your residential recycling bin 
for the pickup, please DO NOT put items in plastic 
bags. They are not recyclable at Great River Region-
al Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins

For a complete listing of what we do recycle, con-
tact your local City Hall, or one of our facilities for 
a service guide. Check with your local retail stores 
such as Hy-Vee or Walmart for their recycling ca-
pabilities. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation concerning this issue!!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Former council says Nov. 5 vote should be 
based on community vision

Dear Editor:

I am writing this letter from a perspective not many have or would ever want to 
take on as a citizen of Fort Madison. I am writing this letter as a citizen who has also 
dedicated six years as a member of Fort Madison City Council from 2011-2017 in 
second ward and currently as a member of the Tourism Commission. As a member 
of city council, it’s more than first and third Tuesdays. It’s increased shopping times at 
the store or a less than warm meal at the restaurants due to people coming to you with 
their issues and “suggestions”. Being on city council is not for the money or glory from 
it because it’s many headaches and stress filled decisions. But none of those who have 
taken the oath to serve our community would ever take anything back or be sorry we 
put ourselves out there. We understand our call to uphold the interests of those we rep-
resent and make decisions for the city we feel will produce the best possible outcome. 
My duty was to always do what was in the best interest of the city and its citizens. Some 
on council past and present may have a different way as to how they approach and vote 
each agenda item turned ordinance or city project. Each representative is duly elected 
by the will of the people, but decisions as to each agenda item should be in my opinion 
as to what is in the best interest of the city and its citizenry when those officials are 
elected.

Recently, the newly adopted ordinance allowing golf carts, ATVs, and UTVs to be 
street legal and access to streets throughout the city was a hot button issue with many 
citizens. Anything can be a hot button and anything to anyone is everything even if just 
an issue like the recent golf cart, ATVs, and UTVs ordinance. While I was personally 
against the adoption of this ordinance due to safety concerns and other factors, one 
issue shouldn’t decide your vote to elect a member of council who may be on the ballot. 
While in the back of my mind I have my opinions and thoughts as to why or how the 
ordinance could pass and why certain officials voted in favor, that wasn’t the singular 
factor to me casting a vote in the November election. In my opinion the whole of one’s 
body of work on the city council should be taken into consideration, but I understand 
each voter has that right to vote their conscious and elect who they feel best represents 
their vision for our city.

I have known At-Large Councilman Kevin Rink since 2011 and knew of him prior. 
I know Kevin to be a good man who would do anything for anyone whether he knew 
you or not. But that shouldn’t be why one would cast a vote for him. You should vote 
for Kevin if you believe he will best represent your vision for the city and your respec-
tive views and has done so in his tenure, not because Kevin is a good guy and would 
do anything for anyone. Kevin has a body of work on city council that is more than an 
ordinance allowing golf carts, ATVs, and UTVs to be used on our streets. He is more 
than the vote he casts on agenda items or anything the city has input. He is a council-
man that has voted to allow TIF money for Siemens to bring manufacturing to our city 
and jobs to hundreds of people. He is a councilman who has questioned and worked 
to get the best possible outcome financially and project details that make living in Fort 
Madison sustainable and livable for all within the constraints and guidelines set forth 
by either another governing body like FEMA or other factors and entities given as to 
how one will vote on certain issues.

I have had conversations with the candidates for each office on the ballot and genu-
inely have no issues or feelings of animosity towards any of the names on the ballot. I 
agree with some and others not at all, and yet some I have agreement and disagreement 
on many issues but that in no way sways my vote in favor or not. Personally, I don’t vote 
for a candidate because he or she is a great person or has the best morals and integri-
ty, hell I voted for Donald Trump and I don’t believe he has either of those or he may 
have a little of both. SIDEBAR! I hate that the president tweets and makes disparaging 
remarks when he has made progress or had a big win when it comes to the American 
people as a collective. I look at the president’s whole body of work and see our country 
moving forward and progress. But that’s not why I voted for him as president, I voted 
for him because he could get the job done and had the same vision for the country as 
I do and he as an elected official could make our country the best it could be across all 
fronts. Kevin Rink has morals and integrity, that has never been questioned and won’t 
be in question. But again, that’s not the reason to vote for him. Vote for Kevin because 
he represents your vision and has moved our city forward and progressed making for 
the betterment of our city and its citizens. I think all the candidates for city council are 
genuinely good people and have the best interest of the city in mind like Kevin Rink. I 
don’t think any of the candidates are morally corrupt or integrity is brought into ques-
tion, but again those aren’t reasons as to why I would or wouldn’t cast a vote for them.

Don’t vote for Kevin because he’s a great guy and would do anything for you, vote for 
him because he represents your vision for the city and the whole body of work he has 
compiled since taking office, making decisions as one vote on a council of seven. The 
moral and integrity that Kevin has is just a plus to his voting record when it comes to 
the betterment of our city and moving forward.

The great thing about democracy and the election process is you have choice and a 
right to voice that choice through casting a ballot in November or prior to at the county 
offices for the candidate you see best fits your vision for the city to move forward or has 
progressed for the better. Best of luck to all the candidates for city council and remem-
ber there’s always another election.

Brian Wright

All Letters to the Editor regarding the Nov. 3 election must be received by 
5 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 3 to be published. Pen City Current will limit letters 
to one submission every 30 days per writer.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to Bidders
Iowa Department

of Natural Resources

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
Engineering Bureau, at the 
Wallace State Office Build-
ing, 502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319-0034 
until 11:00 A.M., Novem-
ber 14, 2019 for the public 
improvement projects listed 
below, at which time they 
will be opened publicly.  No 
bids shall be accepted by 
FAX. After the bid opening, 
information concerning bid 
results may be obtained by 
visiting the Department’s 
website at www.iowadnr.

gov. 
Note: The United States 

Postal Service (USPS) does 
not deliver mail or packag-
es directly to the address 
provided above but rather to 
the Capitol Complex Mail 
Room.  Extra time should 
be allotted for proposals 
sent by the USPS.  The 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources shall not consider 
bids if they are not received 
by the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, either at its 
mail room or at its Fourth 
Floor Reception Desk, by 
the time and date described 
in this Notice to Bidders, 
regardless of whether the bid 
was mailed prior to that time 
and date or whether the bid 
was received at the Capitol 

Complex Mail Room or oth-
er state government location 
prior to that time and date. 

Project documents, 
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms 
and addenda items for the 
project are available at 
Beeline and Blue, at 2507 
Ingersoll Ave., Des Moines, 
Iowa 50312. Please visit 
www.beelineandblue.com or 
contact (515) 244-1611 for 
more information. Alterna-
tively, Bid Documents can 
be viewed or printed online 
at https://programs.iowadnr.
gov/engreal/projectlist.asp

The Department shall 
comply with all public 
improvement procurement 
laws, as outlined in the 
plans and specifications and 

including but not limited to: 
Iowa Code chapter 26 re-
lated to public construction 
bidding; Iowa Code chapter 
73 related to preferences; 
Iowa Code chapter 573 
related to labor and materi-
als on public improvements; 
rules promulgated by the 
Department of Administra-
tive Services – General Ser-
vices Enterprise as they may 
apply; rules promulgated by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources and the Natural 
Resources Commission, as 
they may apply; and any 
federal statutes, rules and/
or executive orders that may 
be associated depending on 
funding sources.  Bidders 
shall comply with these laws 
to be considered and are 
encouraged to be familiar 
with public improvement 
procurement requirements 
and the bidding documents 
before submitting a bid.   

Each bidder shall accom-
pany the bid with a bid secu-
rity as defined in Iowa code 
section 26.8.  The bid securi-
ty must be in an amount set 
forth in the bidding docu-
ments and made payable 
to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources. Failure 
to execute a contract for 
the proposed work and file 
an acceptable Performance 
Bond in an amount equal to 
100% of the contract price 
and a certificate of liability 
insurance within thirty (30) 

days of the date of the award 
of the contract will be just 
and sufficient cause for the 
rescinding of the award 
and the forfeiture of the bid 
security. 

POLK COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 20-02-77-02
Big Creek State Park
West Road Maintenance
Proposal Guarantee: 

$62,500.00
Completion Date: 

9/30/2020
Bid Letting Date: 

11/14/2019
Project Description:
This project consists of a 

3-inch, High Traffic, HMA 
overlay, with a 1-inch in-
terlayer. Pavement scarifi-
cation, painted symbols are 
also included.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

The Board of Directors of 
the Central Lee Community 
School District held a work 
session on Monday, October 
14th, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. with 
Bill Young, Brock Westfall, 
Brenda Mansheim and Tony 
Sciumbato present.   

Neumann Monson and Ar-
chitects were present to give 
a facility planning update to 
the board. 

Elementary Principal 
Heather Fuger, along with 

the Elementary Building 
Leadership Team, gave a 
presentation to the board.  
The team reviewed the 
CAFE Menu for Emergent 
Readers, which included 
the following:  Comprehen-
sion, Accuracy, Fluency and 
Expand Vocabulary. 

The meeting closed at 
7:20 p.m. 

The above are the unoffi-
cial minutes of the Board of 
Education, and will not be-
come official until approved 
by the board at their next 
regular meeting, November 
18th, 2019.

HELP WANTED

JANITORIAL 
POSITIONS

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
has two janitorial positions 
open; one full-time day (in Ft. 
Madison) and one full-time 
evening (in West Point). Ben-
efits are available. Please 
contact Judi at 319-837-6131 
or judi.dinwiddie@holytrini-
tyschools.org for more infor-
mation.

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.iowadnr.gov
http://www.beelineandblue.com
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/engreal/projectlist.asp
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

the classifieds
PEN CITY CURRENT
Business Directory

Jacob Sanchez
Diagnosed with autism

Lack of eye contact is a sign of autism.
Learn the others at autismspeaks.org/signs.

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Advertise in a brand new way.
Brian (319)470.9151 • Lee (319)371.4125

Reach thousands of potential customers each day & grow your business. Call today!

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.
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CURE PREVENT TREAT

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-6959

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.jdrf.org
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Call Lee at (319)371.4125 to advertise
Business Directory

http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
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Local News/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 22 Oct

Overcast
High– 53.1º F | Low – 43.0º F

WED 23 Oct

Overcast
High– 62.3º F | Low – 42.7º F

THU 24 Oct

Overcast
High– 47.3º F | Low – 40.6º F

FRI 25 Oct

Sunny
High– 47.8º F | Low – 37.9º F

SAT 26 Oct

Sunny
High– 55.1º F | Low – 46.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

 “If it’s not a school, 
then we can do things to 
set us up to be financially 
stronger.”

Wykert said he sees 
firsthand the skills gaps 
present in the county and 
the mindset that all high 
school students should 
migrate to college is not 
the mindset today.

“That was the way to a 
future, but in my profes-
sional life, we’re having 
trouble filling positions 
for skill jobs and it’s good 
to see what our trades 
programs are doing here 
locally,” Wykert said.

He said communication 
could also be improved 
between the board and the 
district residents.

He said the board could 
do a better job because 
right now people have to 
subscribe to social media 
platforms. However, he 
said residents have some 
responsibility in the for-
mula as well and need to 
stay educated as to what is 

happening locally.
“The mayor or a couple 

council candidates have 
talked about coffee with 
the council. I think that’s a 
good idea and a good way 
for people to get real in-
formation without having 
to sit through meetings,” 
he said.

Wykert is married and 
has two children at the el-
ementary and pre-K levels 
of the district. He said he 
wants to not only help se-
cure a better education for 
his kids but their friends 
and peers.

“I’m used to making 
tough decisions. I work for 
a weather-based company 
and I can update expecta-
tions and future plans with 
what’s going on currently. 
That financial knowledge 
will help the district,” he 
said.

 “And we’ve done it at 
work without having a 
layoff. We keep our people 
employed because they 
are our best asset, and I 

believe that’s true in the 
school district as well.”

Jared Hotop, who been 
on the board for the past 
four years said he wants 
to get Fort Madison back 
on top.

The 10-year Army veter-
an, who now works for the 
BNSF railroad and grew 
up in Fort Madison, said 
trades are a big part of the 
future of the district and 
would like to see programs 
added.

“I’d like to see the trades 
expanded to included elec-
trical, plumbing, and more 
welding,” he said. 

 “I think our building 
trades is great. We’re win-
ning all these events, and 
we have a great instructor. 
But we need to expand 
that into plumbing and 
electrical. There’s such a 
huge demand and a lot of 
those jobs are good paying 
right out of high school.”

Hotop also said commu-
nication needs to be im-
proved not only between 
the district and the taxpay-
ers, but also internally.

 “I’m the type of per-
son that I won’t keep my 
mouth shut. If something’s 
wrong, I want it fixed. I 
don’t sweep things under 
the rug. I wanna get our 
district fixed. There are 
problems and some that 
we don’t even know about. 
Then we find out this hap-
pened and now we have to 
deal with it. If it’s ongoing 
we need to know about 
it. I want to hear from the 
front line, and that’s the 
teachers, as to what they 
want need.”

He said communication 
is getting better than it has 
been in the past.

“We’re trying to get more 
information out there the 
best we can. If anyone has 
a better idea I’m open to 
it, to get information out 
there.”

He said he grew up in 
Fort Madison and chose to 
stay here to raise a family 
and that commitment 
spills over to the schools 
and he wants to continue 
to be part of improving the 
district.

CANDIDATES - Continued from Page 1

Career readiness a top priority in election

CLIVE, Iowa — A Lee County man said his wife 
didn’t believe him when he told her he won a $10,000 
lottery prize.

Richard Hertlzer, 70, of Fort Madison, won the 
second top prize in the Iowa Lottery’s “Naughty/Nice” 
holiday scratch game. He purchased his ticket at Hy-
Vee, 2606 Ave. L in Fort Madison, and scratched it in 
the store.

“Boy, I got weak in the knees,” he said Tuesday as 
he claimed his prize at the lottery’s regional office in 
Cedar Rapids. “It said, ‘You win $10,000.’ I had to use 
their kiosk machine to verify it. I was pretty excited.”

Hertzler said he was eager to get home to tell his 
wife, Sherry.

“She couldn’t believe it either,” he said. “She had to 
take a double-take. She says, ‘That doesn’t happen to 
us! That’s got to be a fake ticket or something.’”

Hertzler said he plans to pay off his wife’s medical 
bills, give some money to their daughter and invest the 
rest.

Naughty/Nice is a $2 scratch game. It features 12 top 
prizes of $10,000 and overall odds of 1 in 3.91.

Nonwinning holiday scratch tickets can be entered 
into the lottery’s Ho Ho Dough Play it Again® promo-
tion from now through 8:59 a.m. on Jan. 7. The promo-
tion includes $200,000 in cash prizes. Tickets can be 
entered online or through the LotteryPlus mobile app. 
For rules and complete details, visit www.ialottery.com.

FM man wins $10K 
on scratch-off ticket

Fort Madison resident Richard Hertzler poses 
with his winnings from lottery ticket he pur-
chases at Hy-Vee in Fort Madison recently. 
Hertzler’s won $10,000 on a scratch ticket.

https://www.thepzazz.com/catfish-bend-casino/sportsbook/
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.ialottery.com
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