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Our argument is with the principle...not the principal
So it’s news literally heard across the world that Pen 

City Current is seeking visual evidence of an alleged in-
cident from a December assembly at the Fort Madison 
Middle School involving Principal Todd Dirth. We’ve 
been seeking recorded evidence of the video for seven 
months, working with the district and through what we 
believed to be proper channels.

That’s all we’re going to say about that issue of the 
assembly.  Other than to write here that if anyone has 
video evidence of the assembly and would like to anon-
ymously submit a copy, they can put it on a jump drive 
and mail it without return address to P.O. Box 366, Fort 
Madison, Iowa 52627.

The rest of this editorial will focus on what can be 
best described as an arbitration between Pen City 
Current and the Fort Madison School District for the 
release of the video through the Iowa Public Informa-

tion Board.
The assembly occurred on Dec. 13 and Pen City Cur-

rent received several anonymous messages that evening 
about the assembly. We asked several of those reaching 
out to us to go on record, but none would whether out 
of fear of retribution or lack of interest in talking about 
the issue publicly - a phenomenon we’re accustomed to 
in the news reporting business.

We had a story written using anonymous sources, a 
move that we’ve never engaged in to this point. Despite 

several nationally renowned journalists who believe 
that the use of anonymous sources provides another 
avenue for journalists to make public bodies discuss 
issues they choose not to discuss, we chose to hold the 
story.

Instead, we reached out to the district for a copy 
of the video. On Dec. 13 we requested the document 
under federal open records laws governed by the Free-
dom of Information Act.  According to the FOIA’s site 
at www.foia.gov, “... since 1967, the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) has provided the public the right 
to request access to records from any federal agency. 
Federal agencies are required to disclose any informa-
tion requested under the FOIA unless it falls under one 
of nine exemptions which protect interests such as per-
sonal privacy, national security, and law enforcement.”

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

A team of dragon boat racers gets in a little workout on the Mississippi River for the up-
coming Dragon Boat Races this weekend at RiverFest 2018. There is room for a couple 
more teams to join in the competition. Practice sessions are filling up on Friday with races 
happening on Saturday. RiverFest kicks off Thursday this week with a full lineup of enter-
tainment for the whole family including nine national music acts and seven more local and 
regional performers. Conner Family Amusments will be on hand again as well daily attra-
tions including the RiverFest Games which go on throughout the festival. For a complete 
listing, go to www.riverfestfm.com.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCDragon Boat sighting

RiverFest countdown - 3 days

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A Brooklyn, Iowa girl who’s been 
missing for about two weeks, along with several other 
missing teens in the state has created a hyper awareness 
locally about the safety of juveniles in Iowa.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said the actual num-
bers of missing juveniles in the state is on par with previ-
ous years and the Iowa Department of Criminal Investi-
gation is backing that claim up. But the disappearance of 
Mollie Tibbits in Brooklyn, near Iowa City, has everyone 
on high alert.

The DCI released a statement on Friday about the 
number of missing juveniles in the state.

 “In light of the missing person investigation of Mollie 
Tibbits, concerns have come to light about the number 
of juveniles reported missing in Iowa in recent weeks. 
In FY 2017 4,311 juveniles were reported missing to The 
Missing Person Information Clearinghouse. This is an 
average of approximately 12 juveniles a day. The vast 
majority of which are found or returned home within 24 
hours. Typically these cases are runaway situations. The 
number of missing juveniles reported in recent weeks is 
in line with historical numbers.”

Brooklyn case 
brings focus to 
missing teens

See RECORDS, page 5

See MISSING, page 6
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

JULY
7/25  Cubs vs. Diamondbacks at Wrigley $155 pp
7/27-29  Wonders of Wildlife   $360 pp double

7/28  Cardinals vs. Cubs at Busch Stadium $140 pp

AUGUST
8/1  Mamma Mia! at Circa ‘21  $98 pp
8/2  Chicago Museums   $99 pp
8/4  Cubs vs. Padres at Wrigley  $155 pp
8/7  Strolling Down Broadway   $102 pp
8/11  Cubs vs. Nationals at Wrigley  $155 pp
8/13-16  Quilter’s Escape to Paducah, KY  $495 pp double

8/14  Iowa State Fair    $65 pp
8/15  Cubs vs. Brewers at Wrigley  $128 pp
8/21  The Henry Ford & Rouge Factory Tour $450 pp double

8/29  Cubs vs. Mets at Wrigley   $110 pp

SEPTEMBER
9/12  A Comedy of Tenors at Old Creamery $98 pp
9/12-15  Legends of Louisville, KY   $550 pp double

9/15  Cubs vs. Reds at Wrigley   $145 pp
9/21-30  The Gold of Colorado Trains  $2790 pp double

9/26  Mama Won’t Fly at Circa ‘21  $98 pp
9/27  Dinner on the Boone Scenic Valley RR $120 pp
9/28  Cubs vs. Cardinals at Wrigley  $145 pp
9/29  Cubs vs. Cardinals at Wrigley  $155 pp

UPCOMING TOURS

Visit us online at 
www.TrailwaysTravel.com

for more info & full itineraries

319.753.2864 x162
3211 Division St. Burlington, IA 

7/28 MID-DAY
4 2 3

7/28 EVENING
5 4 9

7/28 MID-DAY
6 6 8 5

7/28 EVENING
1 0 4 4

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 7/28
22 27 46 56 65 
Powerball: 13
Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 7/28
2 13 38 39 51
Star Ball: 10

All Star Bonus: 3

OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

AARON DEWAYNE HENTZEL
Aaron Dewayne Hentzel, 90, died on July 27, 2018 at the Mayflower Communi-

ty Health Center in Grinnell, Iowa.
Dewayne was born on May 26, 1928 in Keokuk, Iowa to Aaron and Ella (Weber) 

Hentzel. He grew up on the family farm in New Boston, Iowa. On February 1, 
1953, Dewayne was united in marriage to Earlene Trump and they began farming 
together in the Donnellson area. 

Dewayne was a farmer, husband, father, grandfather, and great grandfather in 
his lifetime and he excelled in all of those roles. He enjoyed working with tools 
and wood — made toys for his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, created 
many projects for his family’s business, and helped build numerous houses for 
Habitat for Humanity.

Dewayne was a life-long member of the United Church of Christ-first at St. Paul 
UCC in Donnellson, Iowa, and later at the United Church of Christ in Grinnell, 
Iowa.

Dewayne was preceded in death by his parents: Aaron and Ella (Weber) Hent-
zel; his brother: Aaronell Hentzel; his three sisters: Angeline Powell, Violet Jean 
Hirschler, Ellarona Gunter; his wife: Earlene, and great-granddaughter: Baby 
Conlee.

He is survived by his wife: Phyllis Wood of Grinnell, Iowa; his daughter: Kathy 
(Greg) Hohl; grandchildren: Adam (Julie) Hohl of Donnellson, Iowa, Amber 
(Blake) Conlee of Donnellson, Iowa; and great-grandchildren: Jacob and Addison 
Hohl and Gunner Conlee.

A memorial service will be held on August 1, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. at the Carmen 
Center in the Mayflower Community in Grinnell, Iowa. 

A private family burial will be held later in the week in the Evangelical Ceme-
tery in Donnellson, Iowa. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Heifer Project International or 
the Mayflower Human Needs Fund.

Memorials may be mailed to the Schmitz Funeral Home at P.O. Box 56 Donnell-
son, Iowa 52625.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements. 
Online condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

Anna Mae Allen Lowry, 94 of Keokuk, died Saturday, July 28, 2018 at River Hills 
Village in Keokuk.

Anna was born on February 21, 1924 in Corning, Ohio the daughter of Paul 
and Gertrude Schlingerman Allen. On July 1, 1944 Anna was 
united in marriage to Hubert E.

Lowry in Nelsonville, Ohio. He preceded her in death on May 
21, 1975.

She had graduated from the Nelsonville, OH High School with 
the Class of 1942.

Anna had resided in Kissimmee, FL, St. Cloud, FL and San-
dusky, OH prior to moving to Keokuk.

She had been employed in a variety of factory and retail jobs, 
then obtained her certification as a LPN and had worked in hos-

pitals in Ohio and Florida.
She was a member of the First Christian Church Disciples of Christ in Keokuk.
Anna enjoyed working on jig-saw puzzles and word puzzles. She also enjoyed 

needlecraft and had made many beautiful pieces that her family will cherish. 
Anna especially loved going on cruises with her family.

Anna is survived by three daughters, Andrea (Michael) Kline of Keokuk, Patri-
cia Lowry of Brandon, MS, Barbara (Edward) Foster of St. Cloud, FL, four grand-
children, Matthew Kline of St. Louis, MO, Erin Foster of Kissimmee, FL, Shannon 
Foster of Orlando, FL, and Brent Foster of St. Cloud, FL.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, one sister, 
Leora Riley and a daughter, Nancy Lowry.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to the First Christian Church (Disciples Women) or 

the River Hills Village Activity Department.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com.

ANNA MAE ALLEN LOWRY

LOWRY

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://trailwaystravel.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

OBITUARIES

SUSAN MARIE MARSHALL
Susan Marie Marshall, 66, of Montrose, IA, died Friday, July 27, 2018 at her 

home.
She was born on October 17, 1951 in Topeka, KS, the daughter of Rollie and 

June Cooper Dinwiddie. Susan graduated from Central Lee High 
School with the Class of 1969.

She married Paul Marshall in 1970 and they later divorced.
She had been employed at Keokuk Steel Castings, Pinnacle 

(Dial) and numerous other customer service jobs.
Susan was a member of the Southside Boat Club in Keokuk. She 

was of the Catholic faith.
She was an avid fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Iowa 

Hawkeyes. She loved to watch Jeopardy and work on crossword 
puzzles. Through the years, Susan’s greatest joy was spending time 

with her grandchildren.
She is survived by two sons, Jeff Marshall of Auxvasse, MO and Matt Marshall 

of Burlington, IA, one daughter, Adrienne Burdette and her husband Steve of 
Waterloo, IA, four grandchildren, Jakota McGee, Taylor and Conner Marshall and 
Owen Burdette, one brother, Ron Dinwiddie and wife Sue of Montrose, one sister, 
Patti Dinwiddie of Pittsburgh, PA, a sister-in-law, Karen Dinwiddie of Montrose 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, one brother, Garry Dinwiddie and a 
special friend, Chuck Gardner.

A Gathering of Remembrance for family and friends will be held Tuesday from 
5 – 7 p.m. at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Montrose Fire Department.
On-line condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.

com

MARSHALL

Ginnie told me to rent 
the metal detector again 
and search for the ring 
one more time before she 
bought me a new one. 
My 70th birthday was 
fast approaching (70!) 
and Ginnie was going to 
buy me a new wedding 
ring as a present. You 
may recall that Blossom, 
our Angus heifer calf, 
had sucked the wed-
ding ring off my finger. I 
figured scanning her pen 
again was useless, that 
there was no way I was 
going to find that wed-
ding ring.

Several veterinarians 
had told me that, con-
sidering a cow has four 
stomachs, there was no 
way a small wedding 
ring was going to pass 
through. I would have to 
wait until slaughter and 
have the butcher find it.

For two months, I had 
patiently and diligently, 
like a surgeon perform-
ing brain surgery, picked 
through Blossom’s cow 
pies with a trowel, hoping 
to uncover my wedding 
ring. I did this twice a 
day. Nada. I even prayed 
to St. Anthony, the pa-

tron saint of lost objects.
But I always do what 

Ginnie tells me. (Hardy 
har har.) I bit the bullet, 
rented the metal detector 
again, and gave it one 
more try. I wouldn’t pray 
this time. It would either 
be there or it wouldn’t.

Blossom was quite 
curious as to what I 
was doing. She came up 
behind me and nibbled 
at my shirt tail, wanting 
attention.

The metal detector 
beeped. I grew hopeful 
and started digging with 
the trowel. The detector 
indicated the object was 
six inches deep. There 
was no way a ring was 
going to be embedded 
that deep. But I had to 
check it out. Digging a 
hole six inches deep in a 
dried up, tramped down, 
cow pen with a trowel 
isn’t easy. Blossom tried 
to suck on my elbow. I 
was sweating bullets. My 

trowel stuck something. 
My heart skipped a beat. 
I dug harder. A small 
chunk of pop-can alumi-
num appeared.

I continued the search. 
This was ridiculous. 
What a waste of time! I 
could be mowing, pick-
ing tomatoes, updating 
my website, any one of a 
dozen jobs that needed to 
be done other than this. I 
might as well just call the 
jeweler and order anoth-
er white gold wedding 
band and be done with it. 
Five-hundred dollars ain’t 
nothing to sneeze at, but 
it is what it is.

One veterinarian told 
me that I should have 
Blossom x-rayed to find 
out where the ring is, 
then have it surgically 
removed. Yeah, right. 
What would a surgery 
cost compared to the 
price of a ring? But there 

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Case of the missing ring solved

See SWARM, page 6

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.
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http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Classifieds

Keokuk 
Area 

To Apply: 
705 Avenue G 
Fort Madison, IA 
 

Best 
place in 
the area 
to work! 

Competitive Starting Wages 
 
Benefits include: 
 PTO 
 Credit Union 
 401k with Employer Match 
 Medical, Dental & Vision 

Insurance 
 Free Life Insurance 

Now Hiring 
LPNs 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com Or email 

the classifieds
HELP WANTED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook
1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

SMITH ELECTRIC

641-814-3249

– Master Electrician – 
Residential | Agricultural | Commercial | Industrial

* Licensed & Insured *
* Doing business for 13 years *

* References available *

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Open your Eyes to a 
Bright New World 

with a Lash Lift

Uses your own eye lashes!

FREE Eye Brow Wax with 
your Lash Lift Service

expires June 30th, 2018

Friday, August 24
8:30 to 11:30

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

FLASH    PANIN
A

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=LPNs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com


On Feb. 13,, 60 days 
after our original request 
for access, the district 
denied access under Iowa 
Code Chapter 22, which 
protects “personal” infor-
mation in an employees 
personnel file. For the 
record, the Current did 
not request any personal 
information. On March 
2, the Current filed an 
appeal with the district 
following FOIA appeal 
protocol expressing that 
we did not request “per-
sonal” information, but 
a copy of a video in the 
district’s possession. On 
May 11th, 69 days later, 
the district emailed a sec-
ond denial. On June 18th 
the Current filed a formal 
request the IPIB, a board 
charged with arbitrating 
these vary issues in hopes 
of securing an informal 
resolution to the dispute.

One of the questions 
looming is that the FOIA 
governs federal agencies. 
Is a public school dis-
trict a “federal agency”? 
That’s up for dispute, but 
do they take any federal 
funds....for any incentives 
or program at any levels, 
possibly from the U.S. 
Dept. of Education? If 
they do, would that lump 
them into having to abide 
by federal open records 
law? It’s our contention 
they do. However, the 
IPIB draws a distinction.

It’s a stretch...and that 
point was never argued 
between the district and 
Pen City Current. Howev-
er IPIB director Margaret 
Johnson said FOIA guide-
lines did not apply to our 
request. Let’s put that 
aside for the moment.

A synopsis of Iowa’s 
Open Records Law is pro-
vided at www.nfoic.org 
and reads as follows:

“The Iowa Open Re-
cords Law is a series of 
laws designed to guar-
antee that the public has 
access to public records 
of government bodies at 
all levels. The law includes 
all records of government 
agencies except where 
the documents have been 
deemed confidential. 
Exemptions include: 
Personal information on 
accepted students, current 
students, and past stu-
dents; Medical records; 
Trade Secrets; Records of 
attorneys who represent 
the state; Reports that re-
sult in unfair competition; 
Appraisal information for 
public land purchases; 
Criminal files; Military 
confidential records; 
Personal information in 
records of employees and 
elected officials of public 
agencies (emphasis add-
ed); Library records; In-
formation on the donors 
of charitable contribu-
tions; Corrections depart-
ment information that 
would jeopardize security; 
Communications made to 
the government but not 
required by statute; Exam-
inations; Archaeological 
and historical ecologically 
sensitive material loca-
tions and information; 
Marketing and advertising 
budgets and strategies for 
non-profits; Information 
maintained by mediators 
employed to solve the 
disputes with government 
agencies.  Anyone can 
request public records and 
the law does not require a 
statement of purpose for 
records requests. There 
are no restrictions for use 
of the records in the law 
and you must allow 10-20 
days for a record request 
response to be completed.

We list the whole thing 

here, but only a couple 
issues pertain to this mat-
ter. Note the 10-20 days 
response time in the law 
and remember that it took 
the district 60 days to 
respond and then an addi-
tional 69 days to respond 
to the Current’s appeal of 
the denial.  It should also 
be noted here that the 
district and it’s attorney 
did not contest the appeal 
on the grounds that there 
was no mechanism in 
place for an appeal. They 
addressed the appeal like 
it was properly submitted.

On July 19, the IPIB 
dismissed our complaint 
against the district on the 
grounds that our com-
plaint was filed more than 
60 days after the original 
denial.

In doing the math, the 
district can take 129 days 
to respond to two requests 
for access to the video, 
but the IPIB can dismiss 
it because our complaint...
wait for it... was 60 days 
old. We contend the 
IPIB’s jurisdiction began 
when we were denied on 
appeal, because that’s the 
date we had exhausted all 
measures known to us in 
working with the dis-
trict to gain access to the 
record. 

Iowa Code Section 
22.1(a)3 reads as follows: 
It’s the policy of this 
chapter that free and open 
examination of public 
records is generally in 
the public interest even 
though such examination 
may cause inconvenience 
or embarrassment to pub-
lic officials or others.

The district is keep-
ing the video privileged 
because, as Ellingson in-
dicated in her arguments, 
a school district employ-
ee was disciplined as a 

result of an investigation 
into the assembly. They 
have yet to identify who 
that individual was. The 
district contends that be-
cause the record was used 
as part of the disciplinary 
process it now becomes 
part of the employee’s per-
sonnel file, even though 
it contains no “personal” 
information.

Chapter 22 is very 
specific as to documents 
including “personal” 
information as part of 
the employee’s personnel 
records. Chapter 22 does 
not prescribe protection 
for any records involving 
discipline. Ellingson used 
rulings in court cases at 
the state level to indicate 
a precedent for denying 
access and we contest-
ed that as the case law 
had no equal relevance 
to requesting a video of 
an assembly where no 
expectation of privacy 
exists. However, a strict 
interpretation of the 
Code does not guarantee 
the protection of those 
records. In fact the Code 
goes on to say that in the 
event of a termination, 
resignation in lieu of 
termination or change 
of employee status, the 
details of that discipline 
policy will be considered 
public record.

The Current decided to 
appeal the Feb. 13 de-
cision rather than file a 
complaint. Johnson said 
in her ruling that Chap-
ter 22 of the Iowa Code 
doesn’t have an appeal 
remedy. She’s correct in 
that it doesn’t. It does pro-
vide for a district review, 
but that requires the gen-
eral public to, in essence, 
file suit and petition the 
district. At what cost? 
Why should the public 
be saddled with court 
costs in an effort to have a 

governmental body, oper-
ating with no expectation 
of privacy, turn over a 
record of a school assem-
bly? The IPIB was specif-
ically set up to arbitrate 
these very complaints, yet 
it refused to give equal 
weight to our contention 
that we filed an appeal 
and were working that 
appeal process. Johnson 
quickly, following an 
argument filed by Elling-
son just days prior to an 
anticipated ruling, sided 
with the district on the 
time issue.

Some could deduce that 
the district was involved 
in delaying the process 
with addressing the issue 
on its merits, knowing 
that a clock was tick-
ing behind the scenes, 
while we also engaged 
in debating the record 
on its merits. If that was 
the district’s intention, 
it would certainly seem 
they didn’t have faith in 
their legal arguments, 
but were playing a game 
to run out the clock. But 
ignorance is not bliss, 
and we should have been 
better prepared.

When reporters have 

called, we’ve kept our 
comments on the issue to 
the release of the record 
and not the specific 
incident because we just 
haven’t seen it and think 
writing about those alle-
gations is presumptuous 
at this point. However, 
as we’ve said in recent 
articles published else-
where, how can there 
be any expectation of 
privacy, whatsoever of a 
school administrator in 
front of an entire student 
body, faculty, staff, and 
who knows who else was 
there? We believe that 
expectation is disingen-
uous to the people of the 
district and we ask that 
the video be released.

Either way, the IPIB’s 
decision to not recognize 
any appeal process on 
our part is a disservice 
to public records pro-
cesses at all levels, the tax 
payers of the Fort Mad-
ison School District, the 
Freedom of Information 
Act, and in general to the 
spirit of state and federal 
laws that were written 
to preserve the free and 
open examination of 
public records.
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Light Rain
High– 85.1º F | Low – 70.5º F
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Weber said the county regularly gets calls about miss-
ing girls and typically they are runaway situations.

 “There’s always runaways in our  county. The question 
now is the awareness,” Weber said. “Something tragic as 
this girl coming up missing in Brooklyn, and now every-
one is paying more attention.”

Weber said missing children is nothing to take lightly 
and the sheriff ’s department is available for anyone with 
any concerns about the whereabouts or welfare of any 
child or anyone possibly suffering from mental health 
issues.

He said there is a human trafficking problem in the 
United States and parts of the state close to Interstate 80 
are extra susceptible.

  “I don’t think there’s an unusually high number right 
now. Kids go missing all the time,” Weber said.

“The problem is with the influx of trafficking. We talk 
about porous borders, but that works both ways. It’s very 
easy to come across into the United States, but it’s also 
easy to go out into Mexico and Canada. They take ‘em 
and get ‘em hooked on drugs then sell them. Do I think 
that’s what’s happening here in southeast Iowa? No. Do I 
think that’s what’s happened in Brooklyn, Iowa? I think 
that’s not going to end well.”

Weber said people need to go about life, but just be 
aware of their surroundings and if something doesn’t 
look right, call the authorities. He said parents should be 
talking to their children about how to be safe when away 
from home.

 “Be hanging out with your buddies and don’t leave 

each other. If you use the restroom, go in groups. If you 
go anywhere or go out into a parking lot, don’t go by 
yourself, go in groups. Stick together and be aware of 
your surroundings,” Weber said.

“If something feels wrong, call the authorities. They 
can always sort it out and apologize to people later if they 
have to. I’d rather they do that and maybe help identify 
somebody doing something they shouldn’t be.”

Weber also said the presence of the FBI in the cases in 
the middle part of the state is a telling story.

 “There’s been several of those missing up in the middle 
of the state and then I see the  FBI gets involved and 
there’s either one of two reasons for that. ‘A’ - they were 
asked to participate, or ‘B’ - there’s more to the story 
that we don’t know about and they came down and got 
involved.”

Detective Clint Wray, with the sheriff ’s department, 
said he, too, thinks the numbers are common for this 

time of year and most of the calls are from runaways that 
end up being found.

“I’ve seen a lot popping up,” he said. “I think there’s a 
good chance those numbers are skewed a little bit with 
reported runaways, but I haven’t  confirmed anything 
yet. I know there are lots of teenagers in those numbers 
and I’m going to assume that we have a lot of runaways. 
But that case in Brooklyn is a very, very, sad, bad deal. 
That’s up by I-80 and we do have a human trafficking 
problem in the United States and Iowa with I-80 running 
through.”

Wray said the recent heightened awareness through 
social media makes it a good time for parents to talk with 
their children about expectations and plans.

 “If anything good can come out of it, it’s that it’s time 
for everyone to talk to their kids. And if you’ve got 
younger teenage kids, it’s time to put an app on their 
phone and monitor where they are at.”

Wray said he uses an app called Family Link and it 
allows him to monitor the activity and location of his 
children with phones. He said he can pull up the link, see 
where the child is, what activity have they been engaging 
in on social media and also allows him to lock up access 
to part of the phones.

He said there are other effective apps out there as well 
that provide location and activity services.

“I want everyone to be aware of what’s going on,  but I 
don’t want them pushing misinformation out there and 
everyone getting startled,” Wray said. “It’s always good for 
people to talk with kids about being safe. Report things 
that appear suspicious. Have a game plan with your kids. 
Talk to them about what they need to do. Fight or flight 
or freeze. I prefer that if something looks suspicious close 
to them, they just go the other way.”

He said he always recommends that kids move around 
with friends and be aware of surroundings.

“I don’t think it’s time for everybody to go into full 
panic mode. Just talk with your families, have good com-
munication in place and be aware,” Wray said.

was the sentimental value to consider. After all, the 
ring is a symbol of Ginnie’s and my love. I considered 
holding the metal detector up to Blossom, but she 
wouldn’t hold still. She gave me a little nudge in the 
rear. I shooed her away.

The metal detector beeped again. Great. What is 
it this time? Another pop can, a screw? The detector 
indicated the object was two inches deep. That’s not 
quite so bad. I dug. Nothing. I put the detector over 
the hole and it beeped again. I continued to dig. Blos-
som mooed in my ear splattering slobber all over me. 
“Get out of here, Blossom!”

Tick. My trowel struck something. I pried up. 
Bingo! The ring flipped into view. I couldn’t believe it. 
There it was, dirty, like it had been through...what?...a 
cow? Yep! Dirt, crud and all, I put the ring on. My 
long lost friend had returned. My finger felt so much 
better. Our marriage was saved.

I took a picture of my hand with ring on and text it 
to Ginnie at work. She replied immediately. “Told ya! 
Now what am I going to get you for your birthday?”

Never, ever doubt your wife!
I checked our Scripture reading for the day. “God 

works wonders! We are blessed!”
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 

Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

Number of missing on par with previous years
MISSING - Continued from Page 1

“If something feels wrong, call the 
authorities. They can always sort it 
out and apologize to people later if 

they have to.”
 -Stacy Weber,

Lee County Sheriff

Metal detector in cow’s 
pen saves the day on 
Empty Nest farm
SWARM - Continued from Page 3

Advertise in a brand new way.
Reach thousands of potential customers each day

& grow your business. Call today!

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125
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http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
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