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Staff, facilities on candidates’ minds

Editors’ Note: Due to the number of candidates for
the upcoming election school board election, Pen City
Current will be running platform stories looking at two

candidates at a time.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The future of education, from
teachers to facilities, is the driving force behind the
candidacies of district residents Renee Ehlers and

Gunther Anderson.

Both turned in paperwork to seek one of three open
positions on the Fort Madison Community School

District board at the Sept. 12 election.
Current president Timm Lamb will not
be seeking re-election and board mem-
bers Tim Wondra’s and Gayla Young’s
terms are both expiring.

Ehlers said the run is something she’s
been thinking about for some time.

“I've been contemplating this for the
last year or so. During that time, I've also been on
the Lincoln Parent Teacher group and there’s a need
there. They (teachers) need a rep they can talk to and
share opinions with.”

Ehlers was also the chairwoman of the KIDS
Committee, the group tasked with trying to get the

EHLERS

ANDERSON

referendum passed to construct a new
elementary school and she said for the
past year she’s been promoting growth
in the district.

“It’s a huge loss with Timm leaving. I
can’t fill his shoes, but we need to con-
tinue to talk progress and growth and

moving forward,” she said.

Ehlers has two children in the district and her hus-
band, Mike, is a teacher at Fort Madison High School.
Ehlers said she realizes that could be problematic,
but she said her ambitions are to help the district and

RiverFest
Breakfast

Volunteers with the Ameri-
can Legion Post 82 served
breakfast Sunday morning
as part of a charity fund-
raiser to send local vet-
erans on an Honor Flight
to Washington D.C. The
event raised more than
$3,200, which will pay for

Legion Post 82 donated
the food for the event.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

ity were almost unbear-
able on Monday, July 17,
even at 7:00 a.m. in the
morning, when Marilyn
and Bill Knox went for
their daily walk around

CURT SWARM to breathe, but he wasn’t
Empty Nest one to complain. Bill
doesn’t remember the
The heat and humid-

walk or getting in the

car to drive his wife and
himself home. Bill Knox,
unbeknownst, to his wife,
Marilyn, was in the early
stages of cardiac arrest.

so hard it flattened a tire
on a concrete foundation.
Marilyn, even though she
had a cracked sternum
and compression frac-
ture of the spine from
the accident, was able

to exit the vehicle, crawl
up a steep embankment,

SWARM
section. Bill continued

straight. Marilyn shout-

Good samaritans, CPR save mans life

his way to work. Seeing
the woman in distress,
he pulled over. When he
saw the wrecked vehicle
in the ditch, he pulled
out his phone and dialed
911 while giving aid to
Marilyn.

Mike Mathews of Mt.

See CANDIDATES, page 3

Halts off to
RiverFest
committee

Ienny and Charles Craft
have put together a team
that rocks.

Sorry to use the gen-
eration X slang, but this

) festival,
eight veterans to make which just
the trip. Fareway Grocery, put a wrap
Lee County Bank, Fort around the
Madison Elks Lodge, Kohl second year
Wholesale, and American Sunday

C. VANDENBERG Might; had
great music,

well-timed events and pro-
gramming, good security
and helped several groups
including the Great River
Honor Flight program and
the Fort Madison Police
Reserves make some much
needed cash.

I've gotten to know the
Crafts from this year’s
news articles and have
found them both to be
people who’s top priority
is making sure everyone
is having a good time.

»

. Leaving East Lake ed, “Turn, turn, turn!” to and flag down a passing  Pleasant was also on his .
East Lake Park in Mt. ] Park, the blacktop road no avail. motorist. way to work. Seeing the I spoke with Jenny and
Pleasant. 87—yea}r—old Bill passes over Highway 218 The Knox car went Dwight Alvine, also Charles on several occa-
Knox found it difficult and comes to a T inter- airborne, coming down  of Mt. Pleasant, was on See SWARM, page 8 See RIVERFEST, page 8
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CTRRWA\ Keaem Youre

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.
Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:

¢ Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn
your skin on contact.
¢ Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals
if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
e Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under
normal working conditions.
¢ Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when
exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

Acceptable HHW Items:

e Car Batteries

¢ Rechargeable Batteries

¢ Oil Based Paints

¢ Paint Thinners

¢ Propane Tanks

e Swimming Pool Chemicals
¢ Florescent Light Bulbs

¢ And More

e Fertilizers

e Herbicides

e Insecticides

e Pesticides

e Household Cleaning Products
¢ Auto Cleaning Products

e Antifreeze

e Motor Oil

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Ft. Madison Main Office: | Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, IA

1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com | facebook.com/grrwa

Rump, Kirk celebrate wedding

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colo. - Katherine Rump
and USAF Captain Chris-
topher Kirk were married
on July 2, 2017 at Our Lady
of the Skies Catholic Chap-
el on the base at the United
States Air Force Academy
in Colorado Springs.

A reception was held fol-
lowing the wedding at the
Spruce Mountain Ranch in
Larkspur, Colorade.

The bride is a 2008 grad-
uate of Holy Trinity Cath-
olic High School in West
Point, and a 2012 graduate
of St. Ambrose University
with a BA in Marketing
and a Minor in Spanish.
She works for the HON
Company. The groom is
a 2009 graduate of Burl-
ington Notre Dame and a
2013 graduate of the US
Air Force Academy with a
BS in Management and a
Minor in Spanish.

Co-maids of honor were
Kayla Wills and Cassie
Pratt, both friends of the
bride. Bridesmaids were Kirstin Kramer, Jordan Chappell, Alyssa Curtis, Sara Fed-
ler, Stephanie McWilliams, all friends of the bride; Katy Kirk, sister of the Groom;
and Kelly Pieper Lefller cousin of the Bride. Junior Bridesmaids included Abigail
Gaughan and Cecilia Wynne, cousins of the Groom; Addison Rump and Avery
Rump, cousins of the bride. The bride’s personal attendant wasTaylor Ort, cousin of
the bride. Flower girls were Charlotte Gaughan and Veronica Wynne, cousins of the
Groom and Rose Leftler, Cousin of the Bride. Ring Bearers: Colton Leffler, cousin
of the bride and Finnley Harvey, friend of the couple. The co-best men were Capt
Matthew Roberts and Capt Ryan Dukes, friends of the groom. Groomsmen were
Capt. Anthony Navaroli, Tyler Hackenmiller, Capt. Todd Fletcher, Capt. Daniel
Katz, Capt. Christopher Nelson, Capt. Taylor Broekhuis, Capt. Brennan Sweeney,
Capt. Anson Harvey and Capt. Andrew Hoops (deployed). Saber Bearers included
Capt. Parker Herrington, Capt. Drew McKnight, Capt. Connor Ference, Capt. Reg-
gie Hargrove, Capt. Christian Minnick, Capt. Caleb Tucker, Capt. Adam Brakeville,
Capt. Kyle Nazarek, Capt. James Hendershaw (deployed), and Capt. Cody Getz
(deployed) all friends of the groom:. Ushers were Luke Schneider, Jarren Dirth
and Nathan Giannettino, all friends of the groom, and Luke Burling, cousin of the
groom.

Mrs. Kirk's wedding dress was a bleached ivory lace v-neck sleeveless bodice with
a champagne satin sheath skirt and removable white tuile overskirt and satin belt.
She wore a floor length veil.

The couple planned a honeymoon traveling London, Spain and Italy

Fr. David Steinle, formerly of Burlington, presided over the ceremony that was
attended by more than 370 family members and friends.

Piano, organ and musical direction was performed by Rebecca Gaughan, aunt of
the groom. Additional keyboards were performed by Col. (Ret) James Burling, un-
cle of the groom. Cantor/Vocalist was Sadie Wynne, cousin of the groom. Vocalists
were Eleanor Burling, Lt. Col John Gaughan III and Jessica Gaughan, cousins of the
groom; Col. (Ret) John Gaughan II, uncle of the groom; and Monica Hinkle (Iowa
City, formerly of Burlington) and Dr. Timothy Ahern (Burlington), friends of the
bride.

Captain and Mrs. Christopher Kirk
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better than t/wowing

oﬁ your new home in the summew/

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

(319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison m@
www.seia.rapmls.com s
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Anderson, Ehlers campaign for teachers

CANDIDATES - Continued from Page 1

its teachers and would
approach her work on
the board with objectiv-
ity.

onflict there,” she said.
“I think I can make de-
cisions where I wouldn’t
consider our situation,
but the situations of the
teachers and the district
as a whole,” she said. “I
have a lot of friends and
colleagues I've worked
with over the years and
I would take all that into
consideration”

Ehlers currently works
with the Department
of Human Services in
income maintenance and
says she sees first hand
the struggles of the kids
in the district.

“For some Kkids, the
school is their safe place.
Lee County has one of
the highest unemploy-
ment rates and one of
the highest rates of child
abuse in the state. For
me, that’s one of the
reasons I want to stay
involved.

She also said the dis-
trict needs to be looking

at the future of quality
teachers available to the
district. She said accord-
ing a learning institute
study, between 2009
and 2014 the number
of students enrolled in
collegiate prep teaching
programs has reduced
by 35% from 691,000 to
451,000.

“We have to be able to
attract and retain good
teachers. We need to
look at non-traditional
programs where maybe
we can attract or entice
local students to come
back and teach here or a
program where we can
utilize local people to
help fill positions.”

One of the other six
candidates, Gunther An-
derson, has said he, too,
had been considering
a run for office during
the last regular election.
However, the twice failed
school bond referendum
and recent changes to
Chapter 20 collective
bargaining agreements
convinced him to seek a
spot.

“I was there when ne-
gotiations began last time
to lend my support to the
teachers and now one of
the things that has been
done is take language
that is no longer nego-
tiable from contract into
a handbook,” Anderson
said. “A handbook can be
changed at any time and
I'd like to be there to be
involved in any changes
that are made.”

He said the new
bargaining laws make it
difficult for the staff to
stay motivated.

“Once I started run-
ning, I wanted to make
sure I was steeped in the
knowledge of the school
board. I read the mission
statement and it’s difficult
for me to see teachers
being motivated when
they are living paycheck
to paycheck. We need to
make sure we have a staff
that has jobs they want to
go to everyday”

Anderson and his wife
have three children in the
district, two in the mid-
dle school this year and

/

Woo Hoo for Your

| IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

one at Lincoln Elemen-
tary. He said the district
needs a new elementary
school because he doesn’t
feel sending kids home
due to excessive heat or
teaching them in those
environments is the best
for the students or the
teachers.

“Because I've got three
kids in school, I have a
vested interest in keeping
things taken care of on
that end. There’s been
a couple decisions the
community has made
lately that I'm concerned
with and I want to get my
foot in the door”

As the Recording
Secretary for the UFCW
Local 617 at Pinnacle

Foods, Anderson said he
brings a different mind-
set as a potential board
member.

“I'm not saying that no
one else has these qual-
ities and just speaking
for myself, I've long been
of fan of being right, not
just thinking I'm right,”
he said. “If I get informa-
tion that’s different from
what I think is right, 'm
not the type of person to

stick my head in the sand.

I would listen to both
sides of the discussion to
make sure I understand
both sides of it
Holding an executive
position with the union
at Pinnacle, Anderson
said he creates spread-

sheets and makes it a
priority to make sure all
union members are aware
of any changes in wages
and benefits during ne-
gotiations and he would
be willing to do that with
board issues as well.

“I wanted to make sure
our union had all the
information they needed
so I created tables to help
them understand the
changes that were com-
ing with regard to their
wages, health insurance,
etc. That’s something I'm
experienced with and
would not only be willing
to do that with the help
of the board, but also
would be insistent that it
be done,” he said.
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Big Savings
on over

125 Items!

Click this ad to view all
Coupons & Sales!

Going on Now through August 30th!

GALLON

$GOFF

EasyCare® Ultra Premium Interior
and Exterior Paints or Woodsman® Stain*

WOODSMAN STAIN

AFTED IN THE USA

$5 OFF

GALLON

EasyCare® Ultra Premium Interior and
Exterior Paints or Woodsman® Stain*
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Pen City
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you to play
responsibly.
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EASYCARE PAINTS
EXCELLENT QUALITY
AT A GREAT VALUE

Find more Bargains online!

TED IN THE USA

Kempkers True Value
Ft. Madison e Burlington
Mt. Pleasant ¢ Grimes
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa
Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting
Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY,
August 8, 2017
MEETING
CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:
Correctional Center, 2530
255th St.,
Montrose, 1A 52639
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda

Consider Approval of
Tuesday, August 1, 2017
Board Minutes

Consider Approval of
Claims

Public Input

Consider Approval of
Resolution and Application
for Traffic Safety Funds for
W62 from Highway 27 to
340th Street

Consider Approval of
Resolution and Application
for Traffic Safety Funds for
W62 from 340th Street to
Highway 61

Safety Update

Consider Approval of
Memorandum of Under-
standing with Sheriffs Union
Changing Time Period for
Step Increases

Consider Approval of
Correction to Personnel Pol-
icy’s Vacation Accrual Chart

Consider Approval of Tax
Abatement Resolution
Consider Approval of
Class C Liquor License for
Boonies Bar & Grill, Fort
Madison Personnel:
A. Change in Posi-
tion-Community Services
B. Step Increase-Health
Department
Reports:
A. Treasurer’s Report of
Fees Collected
Commission or Commit-
tee Reports
Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow

Vision and hearing
assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County
Conservation Board
Meeting Agenda
August 8, 2017
6:00 p.m.

Lee County
Conservation Center
2652 Highway 61
Montrose, 1A 52639

1. Call to order
2. Duck hunting rules
presentation
3. Public input
This is the time of the
meeting that a citizen
may address the Board
on any matters pertain-
ing to the Lee County
Conservation Board.
The Board cannot take
formal action at the
meeting on matters not
included on the regular
agenda, but may ask
the staff to research
the matter or have the
matter placed on a sub-
sequent agenda.
4. Approval of minutes
from July 11, 2017
5. Approval of August
bills
6. Approval of financial
report
7. Consider approval to
install a gate or barrier to
prevent vehicle access at all
times to Indian Path on the
southeast side of HWY 61
near the railroad bridge
8. Consider approval to
install a gate to restrict vehi-
cle access at Indian Path on
the northwest side of HWY
61 during high water, wet
conditions, etc.
9. Staff Reports
10. Board comments
11. Adjournment
Next meeting will be
September 12, 2017

Hearing and vision
assistance available
upon request

Citizens are welcome
to all LCCB meetings

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

Pay:

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians

Leadership AND maintenance and/or machme operator experience

Pay: $17. 17 per hour plus $0. 30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay:-$t1+-50-per-hour-ptus-$0-30-shift differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

PUBLIC NOTICE
Meeting Notice
CITY OF
FORT MADISON
Board of Adjustment

Organization

WILL MEET ON

Wednesday, August 9,

2017, 6:00 PM

AT THE Council

Chambers at City Hall 811
Ave E
TO DISCUSS THE
FOLLOWING:
AGENDA

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of minutes
7/12/17 meeting

3. Non-agenda item com-
ments, (if any)

4. Case #17-06: Spe-
cial use Permit to allow
for LCD/Message Board
sign for Holy Trinity High
School at 2600 Ave A facing
west.

5. Case #17-10: Variances
to reduce required side yard
setbacks (add additional
row of storage units to the
south).

6. Case #17-11: Special
Use Permit for Cottage
Business (pet grooming) at
412 24th St.

7. Adjournment

Selling
classic
carsina
modern
way

Up to 200 words
1 photo « 14 days
FREE

Place your
ad online
24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com

Email tymll'

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

(]
Call
(319)371.4125

YOUR
AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

Immediate Positions
Available

Jr./Sr. High Math Teacher
Part-time position available
for Jr. High Math, Algebra |
and Algebra Il. Competitive
Salary to Qualified Appli-
cants.

Please e-mail or send your
resume to:
Michael Sheerin
HTC
2600 Avenue A
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Michael.sheerin@holytrinity

schools.org
319-372-2486 x1

Daycare Substitutes. After-
noon Daycare Shift (2:30-
5:30 pm).

Please e-mail or send your
resume to:

Stefanie Drollinger
HTC Early Childhood Center
2213 Avenue J
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Stefanie.drollinger@holytrini

tyschools.org
319-372-6428

#Shopl.ocal

Support your local
business community!

BUNGALOWS

CLASSIC AMERICAN DESIGNS

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

315 Avenue E
Listing #20162543; $53,000

y

N

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

Y

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

(319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com

Y

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

=
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon ¢ Riverview Park,
Ft. Madison

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid

FREE KIDS EVENTS

Minute to Win It Games,
Football Toss, & MORE!

Options Available.

FREE

Cotton Candy

& Lunch Provided!

36’ INFLATABLE
OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

AIR EVAC

HELICOPTER LANDING
Weather Permitting

Please call 319-372-5471 for details.

GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE

Medals presented at 12pm!
Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

Elevated Comfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
-Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fitall your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites
Fort Madison, lowa
4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, 1A 52627
Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com
Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627 0/
Bus: 319-372-5982 1 . °

Q

odVe 110)7
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Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

APY*
Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
there to show you rates and terms that can help
you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor”.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

@%StateFarmBank

*Annual Per tgvm fDG/zB/UAd t ed rates b] tt hag tth
nk's im bal d to esta

y be for

mm the next highest S(andard Teri
5. FDIC hasc coverage amount
category. IRA and ESA CDs
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1501580 SRR

Every Monday
at the

Ft. Madison Depot

Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

Have Questions?
Call 319-372-5471

Follow us on Facebook

Fort Madison
Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season
welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
Adults: $5 Kids: $2 ¢ Food Vendors
Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST!

Big Buckle Bash 2017
brought to you by:
Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,
Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

ClassiclCar
Ouine e

Startinglatf4pm!

bz Voo

Startinglat]5pm!

Country
Musician

StartingfatfSpm)

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

g2:00DMm

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm
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From the Front/Weather

Getting CPR trained could save a life

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

woman lying on the side of the road with a backpack
on, and a man waving and apparently giving aid to the
woman, he was totally confused. He thought Mari-

lyn must have been a walker or jogger along side the
road. When he pulled over, he saw the vehicle in the
ditch. Dwight Alvine pointed at the car, indicating that
Mathews should check on the driver.

As Mathews approached the vehicle he could see the
driver collapsed and unconscious behind the wheel.
He ran to the driver’s side, but the door was locked.

He ran back around to the passenger side and opened
the door. Bill Knox looked to be in pretty bad shape,
and was gasping for air. Mike Mathews is a dentist and
has had CPR training. He felt Bill Knox’s carotid artery
for a pulse. There was no pulse. He reached over and
unlocked the driver’s-side door, went back around the
car, pulled Bill Knox from the vehicle, and commenced
CPR. He had gone through four cycles of CPR, rocks
digging into his knees, when the Mt. Pleasant Police
arrived with an AED (Automated External Defibrilla-
tor.) He helped the policeman place the patches, stood
up to relieve his knees, and watched the AED initiate a
shock.

Paramedics arrived and took over. Bill Knox was
loaded into the ambulance and transported, first to the
Henry County Health Center Emergency Room, then
to Mercy Hospital in Iowa City. In route to HCHC,
paramedics were able to establish a pulse.

Bill Knox was in the hospital six days, and had a
defibrillator installed in his chest. He looks to be in
pretty good shape now. You would never know he had
a heart attack.

< 9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
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Few Clouds
High-74.4°F | Low —59.2° F

TUE 08 Aug

Clear Skies

High - 76.3° F | Low — 57.7° F
WED 09 Aug

Light Rain

High - 75.5° F | Low — 58.2° F
THU 10 Aug

Light Rain

High — 80.9°F | Low — 65.8° F

FRI 11 Aug

Heavy Intensity Rain
High — 68.3° F | Low — 68.3° F
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Thanks to the quick action of Dwight Alvine, and
the CPR of Mike Mathews, which maintained circu-
lation while an ambulance was in route, Bill Knox is
alive today. The odds of this happening are about one
in 100.

Are Dwight Alvine and Mike Mathews heroes? Yes,
although they are quick to point out that every person
involved was critical to the life-saving effort. Marilyn
Knox, even with serious injuries, was able to climb a
steep embankment to wave down a passing motorist.
Mount Pleasant Police were quick to arrive with an
automated defibrillator. The Paramedics from HCHC
performed advanced life-saving measures. And the
doctors and nurses at Mercy Hospital in Iowa City are
expert at handling heart patients. It was a total team
effort.

Mike Mathews is adamant about the importance of
the public taking CPR training. You can take classes
through the fire department, the health department,
the Red Cross, wherever, but CPR saves lives. It is
critical that first-on-the-scene responders be able to
maintain circulation of the victim until advanced life
support arrives. You may be able to save the life of a
loved one or, like Dwight Alvine and Mike Mathews, a
total stranger.

Marilyn and Bill Knox will celebrate 66 years of
marriage in August, thanks to the quick response of a
couple of Good Samaritans.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
vahoo.com, or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are
also read on 107.3 FM in Farmington.

Plans already cooking for
2018 RiverFest event

RIVERFEST - Continued from Page 1

sions about the event and we tried to keep the festival in
our reader’s minds as the event drew closer. But it’s the
looks on their faces that told the story. Speaking with
Charles Thursday night and watching his face light up
when I asked him how turnout compared to previous
year.

Craft said it was 20x bigger than the inaugural year of
the event. He had a farmer’s smile on his face as though
he was looking out over a fertile field as people filed in to
see Captain Geech in the Entertainment tent. “I couldn’t
be happier with this turnout,” he said. But something tells
me he will be happier next year.

Jenny walked around speaking with guests Saturday
night between country artist Buddy Jewell and Fort Mad-
ison native Shawn Moss, who, (if you didn't get a chance
to hear him, you missed something), spoke for real when
he told me it was unfortunate Garth Brooks was Garth
Brooks first, because this guy is Garth Brooks.

Walking the grounds, and I'm not exaggerating here,

I rarely went 20 minutes without seeing Rusty Andrews
milling about making sure his priorities were being
monitored.

I spoke with a lot of parents, aunts and uncles about
the event and they all indicated they were happy that it
was brought back this year and indicated they would be
returning as long as the town kept having it.

Bob Smith, a former Fort Madison resident said he
loved coming to the event because it captured small town
American with a big venue feel and he would continue to
come down to the event, because he loved the “beer tent”
mentality mixed in with bigger city acts.

Plans are already underway for the 2018 event and al-
though nothing is set in stone, Craft and Co. are kicking
around lots of marketing ideas such as a national rock
band, pickleball tournaments and dragon boat racing.
They even had one of the boats in the entertainment ven-
ue this year. If you haven’t ever competed in dragon-boat
racing, I would encourage you to start working out now.
That’ll work the shoulders but it’s a hell of a lot of fun.

Doug and Shanna Krogmeier put on the RiverFest
Games and had people playing intense sand volleyball,
throwing bags in holes and running all over the River-
front area.

The committee is genuinely trying to find something
for everyone and is getting pretty close to hitting the nail
on the head. Thanks folks for a job well done...again.

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing
companies has immediate openings for
highly motivated individuals to join their team!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

LEE

CHD

How can we help you?

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.

To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

e 1st Five « Child / Adolescent Health
« Emergency Preparedness
¢ Environmental Health
« HOPES « Homecare « Hospice
¢ I-Smile Silver® « Immunizations

e Senior Health « Wellness

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, IA
(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org
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