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Garden tour brings hobbies, gardening together

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A cooler, breezier Sunday afternoon
turned into the perfect setting for a tour around area
homes where art and gardening came together.

The Fort Madison Area Artists Association’s annual
Garden Tour was held Sunday afternoon at six differ-
ent locations in Lee County. Three of the venues were
homes in Fort Madison and three others were out in the
county on Green Bay Road and on 175th Street.

Vic Pierrot and his wife Rose put on a summer dis-
play of quilts, some of which were created by Rose her-
self, as part of the tour on Green Bay Road. In addition
to some fully bloomed landscaping on the homestead,
the Peirrots also showcased a functional shed adorned
with vintage and modern tools and one playhouse fit for
a houseful of kids.

“My mother and great-grandma, that’s where the
quilts have come from. Some have come from auction,
but two I made. The gal that did the embroidery on one
is here. Each one is individual and has its own story, I
guess,” Rose Pierrot said.

She said they had been asked for the past couple years
to be part of the Garden Tour and finally were able to
host the event, after conflicts got in the way in the past.

Peirrot has lived in the house since 2001 in a previous
marriage, and the past three and half years after mar-
rying Rose after both of their spouses had died in the

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Nauvoo glassblower At Sunday’s FMAAA Garden Tour, Jim Topic talks about some of the

globes he’s created and how the art can work in just about any garden or landscaping. Below
left, Cindy Streeter of Burlington talks with Vic Peirrot about a painting at Peirrot's home on

Green Bay Road.

same week.

Vic said the homestead has been in the family since
his grandfather, who was born on a farm in Hamilton,
came over to Green Bay looking for work in the 1920s.
He found work on a farm and ended up marrying the
farmer’s daughter. His grandfather raised his family in a
home he built on the current property. Vic’s father then
built a new home on the property and took the original
home down.

When Peirrot’s father died, they tried to sell the home
before Vic decided to purchase the home himself. After
an electrical fire heavily damaged the home, everything
but the studs had to be rebuilt.

Three generations of quilts with a variety of themes
from farming to patriotic dotted the Peirrots’ property
as visitors meandered about, getting a feel for the art
and the landscaping.

At the home of Wayne and Mary Starnes in the 1400
block of Avenue F in Fort Madison visitors were able
to tour the Starnes’ backyard which has landscaping
and shrubbery surrounding three sides of the lot with a
garage on the fourth adorned in vibrant summer colors
as well.

Glassblower Jim Topic was on hand hanging globes he
had created himself in his workshop gallery and studio
in Nauvoo. He also showcases some interesting globes
that resemble flames on candles. He said at some point
hed like to offer them wired up to solar squares to make

11
There’s nothing like a bright
piece of glass in your garden when
you know it’s a dull winter day and
the sun comes out and get this
‘psshhH and this spark of light.

-Jim Topic,
Nauvoo glassblower and gardner

them look like real flames.

Topic said he enjoyed being part of the tours.

“I like to incorporate the glass in the garden. I like
the glass in nature because the light changes. You look
at some of the colors and you get that situation where
the light changes and you get a whole different look and
feel to the glass as the light changes, even as the seasons
change,” Topic said.

“There’s nothing like a bright piece of glass in your
garden when you know it’s a dull winter day and the sun
comes out and you get this pessshhH! and you get this
spark of light”

Topic said he has a garden of his own and likes to
work it and experiment with the glass and light.

See GARDENS, page 6
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Obituaries/Opinion

Crippling accident doesn't

stop Mt. Pleasant father

Willy Amos of Mt.
Pleasant is the poster child
for Hy-Vee’s “Helpful
Smile in Every Aisle” And
it's genuine. If it wasn't for
his wheelchair, you would
never know that he is para-
lyzed from the waist down.
As Store Manager for the
Hy-Vee Drugstore in Mt.
Pleasant, you will see Willy
out front working with
customers, or in the back
unloading a truck, stock-
ing shelves, or building
displays. He’s a human
dynamo on wheels, with
a smile on his face all the
time—because he’s having
fun. Customers tell him to
slow down or he’s going to
get a speeding ticket. Willy
just laughs and asks how
he can help them.

Willy Amos, doesn't let
paralysis slow him down.
It was Tuesday, November
4th, 2008, the year of ma-
jor flooding in the spring.
Willy and a friend were
in tree stands with com-
pound bows, deer hunting.
It was a beautiful fall day
in the middle of rutting
season. There was a lot of
activity and Willy’s friend
had already taken a shot
at a deer and missed. They
decided to move their tree
stands for afternoon hunt-
ing. Evidently Willy didn’t
get his tree stand secured
properly. He fell 25 feet,
landing on the back of his
neck. Unconscious for a
few minutes, he came to
and knew he was hurt bad-
ly. He was having trouble
breathing and he had no
feeling in his legs. Crazy
thoughts went through his
head like, “I'm going to die
here alone in the timber”

His friend found him.
Willy used his friend’s cell
phone to call his wife to
tell her goodbye and that
he loved her. The friend
dialed 911 and then had
to leave Willy alone so he
could direct emergency
personnel.

Willy drifted in and
out of consciousness. He
remembers crying out to
God, “Please save me!”

He heard people coming
toward him, shouting,
“Hey, Willy!” They did an
assessment. Willy thought,
“This is not the way I
want to live” He knew all
the emergency person-
nel and asked one of the
policemen to shoot him.
The policeman told him
to calm down, that they
were going to get him out

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

of there. They had to carry
him 300 yards through
dense timber. When Willy
heard the sounds of Life
Flight, he thought, “Man,
I'm really in bad shape”

Not only did Willy not
have any feeling in his legs,
but he also had two col-
lapsed lungs. Chest tubes
were installed on his flight
to the University of Iowa
Hospital, where his wife
was waiting for him.

Eight hours of surgery
later, he revived long
enough to ask the surgeon
if he would ever walk
again. The surgeon didn’t

mince words. “Nope,” he
said. “You severed your
spinal cord and will never
walk again”

Willy thought, “Okay.
Now I need to focus on
what to do next”

Six months later, after
state-of-the-art rehabilita-
tion at Great River Medi-
cal Center in Burlington,
Willy Amos went back to
work in a wheelchair at
Hy-Vee. They welcomed
him with open arms. Willy
could have taken disability,
but it’s not in his nature.

See SWARM, page 6

OBITUARIES

VIRGINIA ANN LOGAN

Virginia Ann Logan, 94, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 2:30
a.m. on Sunday, July 1, 2018 at the West Point Care Center. She was
born on February 11, 1924 in Fort Madison, IA to Albert & Minnie
Klesner Votzmeier. She married Gordon Junior Logan on Novem-
ber 27, 1948 in Quincy, IL. He preceded her in death on December
5, 1983. She worked at the Sheaffer Pen Company and Motorola in
Quincy in her early years, retiring from the former Sacred Heart
Hospital as a nurse’s assistant with 17 years of service. She was a
member of Holy Family Parish, Altar & Rosary Society, C.L.A., Daughters of
Isabella, Fort Madison Women’s Club and the Fort Madison Community Hospital
Auxiliary. She enjoyed playing cards & Bingo, watching the Iowa Hawkeyes play &
talking on the phone.

Virginia is survived by: 3-sons: Michael (Debbie Dunn) Logan of Fort Madison,
IA, Donald (Lisa) Logan of Van Meter, IA & Gregg (Gayla) Logan of Pleasant Hill,
IA; 1-daughter: Cathy (Jimbo) Scott of Fort Madison, IA; 7-grandchildren; 7-great
grandchildren & 1 on the way; 3-sisters: Betty Super of Montana, Beverly Fritz
of Indiana & Mary Lee Votzmeier of Missouri. She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband & 1-brother.

The family will receive friends from Noon to 1:00 p.m. with the Mass of Chris-
tian Burial to immediately follow at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 3, 2018 at Ss. Mary
& Joseph Church with Rev. Mark P. Spring officiating. Burial will be held in Sacred
Heart Cemetery. A memorial has been established for Fort Madison Community
Hospital Hospice. Online condolences to Virginia’s family may be left at the King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com. King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory is assisting the family with the arrangements.

LOGAN

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL

for greater community health & safety

Great River Regional Waste Au-

our residents to use regulated con-

thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility.
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling
for our employees. A similar sharps
disposal bin will soon be available at
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staft
and our community members is of
the upmost importance and we urge

tainers specifically made for sharps.
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic
jugs or bottles containing sharps
in your recycling tote or in any
non-designated bin at our drop oft
sites.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, I1A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!  www.grrwa.com

Keokuk Transfer Station:

111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa
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the classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
—

Open IOPPITE
YOUR LOVED ONES - ' 0q0¢
DESERVE THE BEST "lc P —
REHABILITATION & m m
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 1135 Ave. E - Wednesday - Saturday 500pm Thomas Klagg??fin::ézﬁumﬁ Agent X\geli?:gﬁaangg;:a:osil)e;;iﬁn.
Fitured Kat McGin OTA and B dores e =N 1 AN OPTION. FoBue 3155705080 needs. Let State Farm Bank®
NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992 help with a mortgage that fits

MLO License #24290 :
Call to schedule your personal tour your life and your budget. Let us

help yOL.J make the right move.
3193728021 (@ PECIOUS o i S Nt

MORE INFORMATION.
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Medicare, Medicaid,

o State FarmBank:
Private Insurance, and Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care Z:;I:::?:?Z‘:;;‘ I RIS C ITY C LEAN ERS

Private Pay Accepled Memory Care — Ventilator Support . . .
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707 Some products and services not available in all areas. @

Like us on Facebook .

www.IrisCityCIeaners.com 1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL LENDER

||
It’s possible to achieve the ,
retirement of your dreams. —

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

From small repairs to

extensive diagnostics,
We cover it all!

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

0pen your Eyes toa :
Bright New World f@f_;, B~
with a Lash Lift =

FREE Eye Brow Wax with
your Lash Lift Service

expires June 30", 2018

Uses your own eye lashes!

New Dimensions

Full-Service Salon
1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, lowa

319-372-6291

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.
Schedule a SuperCheck® so

we can discuss your world
and your future today.
Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
B, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch (3'9) 31' [ | I 610

reau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Westem Agricultural
 providers of Fam Bureau Financial Services L1176 (6-17)

FARMERS MARKET

Every Monday » 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot = 814 10th Street

+ Fresh fruits & vegetables
+ Homemade pastries & pies
+ & so much more!

Like us on Facebook (319) 372-5471 Click this ad for details
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the classifieds
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa
Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting
Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY,
July 3, 2018
MEETING
CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:
Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance
Approve Agenda
Consider Approval of
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Board Minutes Consider
Approval of Resolution
of Appropriations for FYT
9 Consider Approval of
Claims
Public Input
Personnel Actions:
A. Step Increase-Sec-
ondary Roads
B. Merit In-
crease-Sheriffs Office
Reports:
A. Commission of Vet-
eran Affairs Minutes of
Meeting
B. Manure Manage-
ment Annual Update
for Pieper Inc.
Commission or Commit-
tee Reports
Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME
Workshop to follow
Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator

319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

Place your ad

online 24/7

Holy Trinity
Catholic Schools
Now Hiring
for 2018-2019
School Year

We are seeking innovative
and qualified individuals to
join our staff for the 2018-
2019 school year. We have
the following positions avail-
able:

» Secondary English

* Spanish (Gr. 9-12)

* Administrative Assistant
to the Business
Manager (25-40 hours)

Please send resume,
cover letter and
list of references to:
Michael Sheerin
2600 Avenue A
Fort Madison, IA 52627
michael.sheerin@holytrinityschools.org

Resumes can also be
dropped off at the above ad-
dress.

FULL-TIME
LOAN OFFICER

Casebine Community Credit
Union is looking for a full time
Loan Officer at our Fort Mad-
ison location.

Experience in the industry
is a plus but not required.
Loan Officer Training is avail-
able. Hours for this position
is Monday thru Friday. In-
terested parties should be
detail oriented, community
involved, and have excellent
communication skills.

Please send resumes to

info@casebine.com attn Lyn-
da Hild.

Casebine Community Credit
Union is an equal opportunity
employer.

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Lady Hounds get first
road win at I.C. Liberty

Featheringill hits 3-run home

run in bottom of the fifth to lift

Fort Madison in nightcap

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

IOWA CITY - Maycee
Featheringill drilled a
three-run homer in the
top of the fifth inning to
help FMHS to its first
road win of the year with
an 8-4 win in the night-
cap of a doubleheader at
Iowa City Liberty Friday
night.

The Hounds started
the scoring in the sec-
ond game in the top of
the third inning when
Jassmine Bass reached on
a walk and then swiped
second. Senior Sadie
Smithburg flew out to left
and Olivia Williams hit
into a groundout at third,
moving Bass up a base.

Kamryn Bailey walked
and stole second with
Bass holding at third.
Maycee Featheringill sin-
gled to score Bass before
Allison Helmick fanned
to end the inning.

Liberty tied it up in the
bottom half of the third
on an unearned run due
to an error by Williams
behind the plate. Katelyn
Dennis would get three
of the next four hitters
to strike out ending the
inning.

FMHS went 1-2-3 in
the top of the fourth.
Dennis gave up a lead off
single to Liberty’s Miran-
do Jones in the bottom of
the fourth. Jones would
get to third on a field-
er’s choice and a wild
pitch, but Dennis would

settle in and get a couple
infield pops to retire the
side.

Bass singled to start
the fifth and would move
to second on a throwing
error by Liberty pitcher
Delaney Alberts. The
flood gates would open
when Smithburg fol-
lowed with a single. Oliv-
ia Williams then stroked
a two-run single scoring
Bass and Smithburg, who
had stolen second.

Bailey drew a walk
and then Featheringill
hit an 0-1 pitch for a
three-run home run to
stake the Hounds to a 5-1
lead. Still with no outs,
Helmick walked before
Ivy Geerdes fanned for
the first out of the inning.
Lauren Bailey singled fol-
lowed by Teryn Parsons’
single that was mishan-
dled at second allowing
Helmick to come around
and score. Bass grounded
out to third for the sec-
ond out scoring Bailey.
Smithburg would fly out
to center to end the rally.

Liberty put up three
more runs in the bottom
of the fifth highlighted by
Eva Stewart’s RBI single
with two outs. Dennis
gave up a fielder’s choice
to the next hitter, but got
Alberts for ground out to
second to end the inning
FMHS 8, Liberty 4.

Dennis would get Lib-
erty 1-2-3 in the bottom
of the sixth and then gave
up a harmless single in
the bottom of the seventh
before Steward flew out

to right to end the game.

Liberty shut out the
Hounds in the opener
3-0 on a stellar per-
formance from eighth
grader Kinsley Robert-
son. Robertson gave
up just two hits, one
to Smithburg and the
other to Dalyn Wondra.
Wondra got to second
base in the second inning
and Smithburg would get
to third on a stolen base,
but that’s all the offense
FMHS would muster in
the opener.

Cassie Powers went
four inning keeping
Liberty without a run,
but freshman Marit Mc-
Caffery doubled to start
the fifth. Claire Geiman
then reached on a throw-
ing error by the Hounds
on a sacrifice bunt to
third. Powers got the
next two hitters retired,
but gave a up a two-run
triple to Raquel Trolliet
to break up the shut out.

McCaftery would get
an RBI single in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning to
in what would turn out
to be the final run of the
game.

The Hounds played
in the Gooselake Invi-
tational on Saturday.
Those results will appear
on Monday. The Blood-
hounds travel to Keokuk
on Monday before host-
ing Washington to wrap
up the regular season on
Tuesday night.

(319) 372-4040

Click here for our listings.

Turning Hope into Reality

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.
To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

» Hospice
e Homecare
e Wellness

e Senior Health
e Environmental Health

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive « Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

« HOPES
e [-Smile Silver®
e Immunizations
e Child / Adolescent Health

 Emergency Preparedness

¢ 1st Five
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Area News/Lottery Numbers

Six homes featured
on annual tour

GARDENS - Continued from Page 2

The Starnes’ property also showcases bamboo on the west side of the property and
some Canadian Hemlock.

The tour ran from noon to 4 p.m. and after a slow start on High Point, visitors be-
gan to show up and look at the new peaches beginning to show on a peach tree on the
south side of the property owned by Chuck and Barb Wilkens.

The property has been with the Wilkens for 16 years. The owners weren't on the
property for the tour, but Chuck Wilkens displayed many of the antique chairs he’s
refurbished. A fenced-in garden with the peach and apricot trees also housed a vari-
ety of vegetables. After observing the vegetable garden, most visitors moved along the
rear timberline to catch a view of barges and recreational boaters from about 300 feet
up the bluff.

Ralph Stuekerjuergen brought his zoom lens for some pictures over the bluff and
then toured the rest of the homes along the tour path.

Pat and Janelle McCrabb, in the 2000 block of 337th Avenue, featured red rhubarb
that had been transplanted from Janelle’s mother’s yard in Dubuque. The property
also houses more than 15 varieties of heritage roses. Gin Lammert and Carlene Atwa-
ter were on hand to document the season in paint.

Dean and Sue Mabeus had a regular crowd in the 1600 block of Green Bay Road
just about a half-mile from the Peirrots. The former home of Dean’s Produce is now
just land for family and friends. Boar goats and an old smokehouse were also high-
lights for those who stopped along the highway for a visit. Scotts Miracle Gro raffled
off products while Curt Swarm was showcasing metal sculptures.

In the 3500 block of 175th Street, Ed and Jim Lemberger put their organic winery
on display. Wine and cheese pairings were set out for visitors as well as a variety of
produce including tomatoes, peppers, melons, and gourds, along with strawberries
and blueberries.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Mike and Nancy Sanders of West Point stop by the FMAAA Garden
Tour’s High Point location Sunday to view Chuck and Barb Wilkens’
garden and landscaping.

Job, coaching still on the chore list

SWARM - Continued from Page 3

He had started working at Hy-Vee when he was 16 years old. He’s been there 31 years.
It’s the only job he’s ever known. It's who he is.

Willy had been an athlete in high school, playing both baseball and football. He has
three kids, two boys and a girl. He has always coached their baseball, basketball and
softball teams. When his daughter, Rylee, asked him who was going to coach her soft-
ball team, the Hotsticks, he said, “I am?”

And he does. From his wheelchair he hits infield and outfield practice, and still
coaches third base just like he always did. Once, the opposing team coach came over
and asked who was coaching? Willy said, “I am.”

Even in a wheelchair, Willy looks to be more fit than most people. Would he trade
places with someone else? No, he doesn't think so. This November will be the ten-year
anniversary of his accident. You can find him in an aisle of Hy-Vee Drug Town in Mt.
Pleasant, smiling, of course. He believes in the philosophy of former Hy-Vee CEO,
Dwight Vredenburg, “If there’s a customer in the store and the store is on fire, help the
customer first, then put out the fire”

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read at
106.3 FM in Farmington.

e IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You

6/30
2024 27 3542
Star Ball: 9

All Star Bonus: 5

iowa

6/30
39204261 6/30 MID-DAY 6/30 MID-DAY
Powerball: 24 495 0870
Power Play: 2 6/30 EVENING 6/30 EVENING
787 24938

Pen City Current encourages you
to play responsibly.
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West Point Fireworks/Weather

Photos by Ava Peitz/PCC HTC Intern

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST Senior Community
MON 02 Jul BINGO

Clear Skies
High— 77.7° F | Low — 66.6° F

TUE 03 Jul

Moderate Rain
High— 83.0°F | Low — 75.8° F

WED 04 Jul

Moderate Rain

High—84.2° F | Low — 77.0° F

Pen City Current will not publish a digital e-Edi- 2nd Wednesday of every month

THU 05 Jul tion on Wednesday, July 4 or Thursday, July 5 at 2pm in our dining room
in observance of the Independence Day holiday.
Moderate Rain Breaking news will be published to the website as ¥
High— 88.0° F | L 76.2° F it happens and our digital e-Edition will return on All senIOI'S Welcome
= et | Low —76. Friday, July 6. -
Cash Prizes

FRI 06 Jul Please Celebrate Safely!

Light Rain

High— 87.4° F | Low — 76.2° F

OpenWeatherMap .
Coenllesiherlis 2210 Avenue H + Fort Madison * 319.372.2243



http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/

	Front Page
	Area News
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Obituaries
	Opinion
	Guest Column
	Empty Nest
	Curt Swarm
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Help Wanted
	Real Estate
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	Lee County Health Department
	Pen City Current
	Area News
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Opinion
	Guest Column
	Empty Nest
	Curt Swarm
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	West Point Fireworks
	Scene Around the Area
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	The Kensington
	Pen City Current

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


