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Officials with the Lee County Sheriff’s office and Montrose Police huddle at around 5:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday as a rescue boat searches the Mississippi River in Montrose. The two boaters, Bill 
White, Sr. of Argyle and Ron Wagner of Montrose have yet to be recovered.

Hoping for news Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

By CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Local officials 
have identified the men involved in 
a boat capsizing in the Mississippi 
River on Tuesday at around 2 p.m.

According to Steve Cirinna, Lee 
County Emergency Management 
Agency Coordinator, Bill White Sr., 
68 of Argyle, and Ron Wagner, 48, 
of Montrose were in a boat fishing 
when their boat capsized in the 
water.

Cirinna, who also serves as the 
Lee County Public Information of-
ficer, said the search has been called 
off at this point pending further 
developments. He’s asking anyone 
who spots anything associated with 
the incident to call 911.

“I’ve spoken with state weather 
officials and it’s not going to get 
above 20 degrees for the next cou-
ple of days or so. The big issue right 

now is the ice on the river and high 
winds. Because of the ice and low 
temperatures it’s very difficult to 
get anyone out. That’s what we had 
trouble with here. It’s tough for us 
to get out.”

He said this morning’s search 
consisted of emergency crews work-
ing the shoreline between Montrose 
and Keokuk on both sides of the 
river and an Iowa State Patrol flying 
low level grids over the river.

“We saw absolutely nothing. No 
debris...nothing. And we’re not go-
ing to be able to put a boat in due to 
the large sheets of ice coming down 
the river. That just presents some 
dangerous situations.”

Cirinna also discouraged anyone 
from being on the river during 
these weather conditions and said 
encouraged diligence and adher-
ence to water safety.

“When you’re out on the water 
anytime, you should be wearing 
a life jacket. Something could go 
wrong in an instant. With a boat 
capsizing, you hit cold water and 
you’re disoriented and have lots of 

Hope fades for missing boatersTuesday 
crash 
sends 
four to 

hospitals
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LEE COUNTY - A 
two-vehicle accident on 
Hwy. 2 about three miles 
west of Fort Madison sent 
four to the hospital on 
Tuesday afternoon.

At 12:59 p.m., the Iowa 
State Patrol and Lee 
County Sheriff ’s deputies 
responded to the accident 
in the 2400 block of Hwy 
2.

According to an Iowa 
State Patrol report, a 1999 
Pontiac Grand Prix driven 
by Michael Andrew 
Hayes, 48, of  Fort Madi-
son crossed the center line 
and collided head on with 
a 2004 Chrysler Sebring 
driving by Cassandra 
Renee Watts, 27, of Fort 
Madison. Both Hayes and 
Watts were transported to 
University of Iowa Hospi-
tals and Clinics by Med-
Force. Two other passen-
gers, Gina Marie Hayes, 
47, of Fort Madison, who 
was in the Hayes vehicle 
and Kara Allyn Shallcross, 
28, also of Fort Madison, 
who was a passenger in 
the Watts vehicle were 
both transported to Fort 
Madison Community 
Hospital by Lee County 
EMS.

The report indicat-
ed Hayes was traveling 
westbound, crossed the 
center line and collided 
with Watts’ vehicle in the 
east bound lane. Hayes 
vehicle came to rest on 
the roadway while Watts’  
vehicle came to stop in the 
south ditch.

Condition updates are 
not available at this time.

Incoming Sheriff Sta-
cy Weber gets his 
badge pinned by wife, 
Selissa at Tuesday’s 
Lee County Board of 
Supervisors’ meeting. 
Weber and his depu-
ties were all sworn in 
as well as other coun-
ty officials. See page 
2.

Pinned
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Two airlifted 
to Iowa City

Rodeo 
bridge 
unsafe

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
park board commission-
er is cautioning people 
visiting Rodeo Park about 
using the main walking 
bridge at the park.

At Wednesday’s Park, 
Recreation and Dock 
Board, Board member Sue 
Pieper asked the board 
if there was some way to 
convey to the public that 

the bridge 
is not safe.

Accord-
ing to John 
Luna, the 
city systems 
manager, 
the metal 

supports under the bridge 
decking is compromised 
and the city had contract-
ed Huffman’s Welding to 
repair the supports, but 
the work will have to wait 
until the weather permits 
those workers to get out 
and make the repairs.

The bridge that is out is 

See BRIDGE, page 2

See BOATERS, page 2

“We saw nothing...
absolutely nothing. 

And we’re not going to 
be able to put a boat in 
due to the large sheets 

of ice coming down 
the river.”

 -Steve Cirinna
Lee County EMA

Coordinator

LUNA
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WARNING SIGNS
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Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness
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CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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BRIDGE - From Page 1

the main walking bridge visible from 
the highway.

“They went to replace the decking 
and found that the metal work that 
holds the decking is rotted out. It’s just 
rotted out,” Pieper said.

Luna said the bridges are about 26 
years old and the warranty was only for 
10 years so the city is on the hook to 
repair the bridge.

“The bridge is dangerous to walk on 
and it’s closed. If people could just be 
patient,” Pieper said after the meeting. 
“It wouldn’t be a problem if there was 
an easy way around it, but you have to 
walk out by the highway and people 
just say, “Well, what’s wrong with the 
bridge and they just walk around (the 
fencing).”

Luna said he hopes the work can be 
completed by the end of March or early 
in the spring, but he too cautioned 
residents from using the bridge.

In other action, the board
-approved a one month lease exten-

sion for Harmony Bible Church to use 
the Riverview Park Pavilion through 
January.

-approved a request from St. Paul 
Lutheran to allow a 125th anniversary 
celebration at the pavilion on Nov. 4, 
2017.

things to deal with, especially in the 
cold, but even in warmer waters you 
just don’t have time to react,” Cirinna 
said Wednesday morning.

He said an average body would have 
about 15 minutes to get to safety in 
waters as cold as the Mississippi is 
now.

Assisting in the search efforts were 
the Iowa State Patrol, Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Department, Keokuk Volun-
teer Emergency Core, Keokuk Fire, 
Montrose Fire. Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources,  Iowa Department 
of Transportation Enforcement,  Bur-
lington Northern-Sante Fe Railroad, 
Air Evac, Lee County EMS, Illinois 
DNR, Nauvoo Fire Department, 
Hancock County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, Hancock Emergency Disaster 
Services, and LCEMA.

Work on 
bridge set for 

the spring

BOATERS - From Page 1

14 groups 
helped with 

search

Lee County Board 
of Supervisor board 
members from left, 
Ron Fedler, Matt 
Pflug, and Gary Fol-
luo above and Lee 
County Auditor De-
nise Fraise at left are 
sworn in by 8th Dis-
trict Court Judge Mi-
chael Schilling Tues-
day.

I swear
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