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BY CURT SWARM
PCC GUEST COLUMNIST

A vivid memory of my grand-
mother: we showed up at her house on a 
Sunday afternoon unannounced. That’s 

what you 
did back 
then. You 
didn’t call 
ahead, that 
would have 
meant a 
long-dis-

tance phone call. You just showed up. As 
we walked in the front door, Grandma 
ran out the back, grabbed up a hen, 
wrung it’s neck, and proceeded to pluck 
it.

Grandpa did the gut’n. I watched him 
sharpen a knife on a whetstone, spit-
ting on it as he sharpened the blade in 

a circular motion. He would hold the 
knife up to the light and inspect the 
blade. He showed me how you could see 
a dull spot on the edge reflected in the 
light. When the knife was sharp enough 
to shave hair from his wrist, dry, he was 
ready. He carefully made an incision 
and pulled out the guts. Lo-and-behold, 
what did he find, but a grapevine assort-
ment of eggs being readied for laying! 
One of the eggs, a nice brown one, was 
perfect. He rinsed it off and gave it to 
Grandma. She put it in an egg carton 
with other brown eggs. Grandpa had 
fried eggs every morning for breakfast. 
Such a vivid memory! Roast chicken 
followed, with fresh garden tomatoes 
and sweetcorn. It doesn’t get any better’n 
that.

Growing up at Maple Hill in Mon-
roe we always had chickens, a pig and 
a calf, as well as a humongous garden. 

One year my mother ordered a hundred 
fryers and a few hens from Hy-Line 
Chicks. They arrived at the post office in 
a cardboard box with holes in the side. 
The post master, Corny Hugan, handed 
them through the window like he was 
the father. How exciting! We started 
the chicks off in the house, in a room in 
the basement, under a heat lamp. The 
straw we laid down for bedding was 
almost too much for the baby chicks to 
surmount. To be able to distinguish the 
roosters from the hens, Mother put a 
tight, hair-dressing rubber band around 
the roosters’ leg.

We were upstairs watching televi-
sion one night, a black and white RCA 
Victor. My mother stood up, turned the 
television down and shushed us with 
the wave of her hand. She was listening 
to something. I couldn’t hear a thing. 
She rushed down into the basement 

to discover that the baby roosters had 
grown so fast that the rubber bands 
were cutting off circulation to their legs. 
They were letting out these high-pitched 
yelps. We removed the rubber bands 
and the chicks settled right down. An-
other vivid memory.

Ginnie plucks chickens down on the 
farm Wanting to duplicate this farm 
experience as an adult, I talked Ginnie 
into letting me buy a dozen hen chicks 
and a dozen fryers. The fryers are hybrid 
Cornish cross roosters. Well, they grew 
so fast that they really got too big. At six 
weeks, they were so big that they could 
hardly walk. They just laid in front of 
the feeder and ate.

Ginnie and I test butchered two to get 
our procedure down. One weighed five-
and-a-half pounds dressed. We fried it 
up and it was too tough. It sure made 

SWARM

4th of July chicken butcher’n
GUEST COLUMN

See CHICKEN, page 6

Sunday at the Lee County Fair
At far left, Richie Par-
dall pulls a weighted 
sleigh through the 
Lee County Speed-
way grounds as part 
of Sunday’s Classic 
Farm and Tractor Pull 
At left bottom, Jerry 
Krogmeier of Pen City 
Cruisers gives a quick 
buff to the 1966 Mus-
tang at the Fair Car 
Show on Sunday.
At left, Holden Pezley 
belts out a cowboy 
song during the fair’s 
Local Talent Show. 
For more pictures, 
see page 3.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Obituaries

Dennis G. “Denny” Blint, 67, of Denmark, passed 
away on Friday, July 7, 2017 at his home.

He was born on November 2, 1949 in 
Ft. Madison to Glenn and Dorothy Pick-
le Blint.  On April 29, 1972 he married 
Joyce Lowenberg in Donnellson.  Denny 
worked at DuPont and retired after 43 
years of service.  He enjoyed fishing, 
woodworking, mushrooming,  squir-
rel and rabbit hunting.  Denny always 

stayed busy and enjoyed helping people.  He loved his 
family and spending time with them.

Survivors include his wife, Joyce Blint of Denmark; 
a daughter, Abby (Justin) Capps of Donnellson; a son, 
Jake (Renee) Blint of Denmark;; grandchildren, Taylor, 
Ethan, Lauren, Kirklynn and Renee’s sons; Josie, Jacob 
and Jordan; six brothers, Richard Blint of Denmark, 
Gary Blint of West Point, Roger Blint of West Point, 
Sam Blint of New London, Ike Blint of West Point and 
Steven Blint of Denmark; four sisters, Judy Chapman of 
New London, Jennie Morris of Warsaw, Janie Blint of 
Mt. Pleasant and Janette Wolfe of West Point; numer-
ous nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents and two 
brothers, Harvey and Greg Blint.

The funeral service will be held on Tuesday, July 11, 
2017 at 2 PM at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory with Rev. Chad Savage officiating.  The family 
will meet with friends from 12 PM until the time of 
the service at 2 PM.  A private family burial will be in 
Denmark Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for Denmark Fire 
and Rescue and online condolences may be left at www.
kinglynk.com.

BLINT

DENNIS G.
“DENNY” BLINT Donna R. Lembcke, 74, of West Point, Iowa passed 

away at 3:07 P.M. Friday July 7, 2017 at her home.
Born January 3, 1943 in Sioux City, 

Iowa the daughter of E. Ray and Thelma 
M. Jones Stieneke.

On November 3, 1962 at Saint Mi-
chaels Catholic Church in South Sioux 
City, Nebraska she married Darrell A. 
Lembcke. He preceded her in death on 
September 15, 2008.

Survivors include two daughters: Kimberly (John) 
Goetz of Keokuk, Iowa and Kathy Brune of Denmark, 
Iowa. Three grandchildren: Jennifer Goetz, Austin 
Brune and Allison Brune. Also surviving is her twin 
sister Darlene Goodwin of DeWitt, Nebraska, one 
brother Gary (Joni) Stieneke of South Sioux City, Ne-
braska and sister-in-law Nancy (Tom) Sluga of Cassa 
Grande, Arizona. Several nieces, nephews and cousins 
also survive.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her 
husband Darrell.

Donna was a member of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Catholic Church in West Point. The Altar and Rosary 
Society of the church and the West Point American 
Legion Auxiliary. She helped coordinate the West 

Point Blood Drives. She was employed at O’Malley-Ry-
an-Spexarth Insurance Agency and the Fort Madison 
Community Hospital. Donna was an avid Nebraska 
Corn Husker and Cincinnati Reds Fan. She especially 
enjoyed her grandchildren.

Friends may call after noon on Monday at the 
Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point with the family 
receiving friends from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. There will be a 
Parish Rosary recited at 3:00 P.M. and a Christian Wake 
Service at 7:00 P.M. at the funeral home.

The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 
A.M. Tuesday July 11, 2017 at St Mary of the Assump-
tion Catholic Church in West Point with The Very Rev-
erend Father Marty Goetz as Celebrant and Fr. Dennis 
Hoffman as Con-Celebrant.

Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery in West Point.
Following the burial, a luncheon will be held at the 

West Point American Legion.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to St 

Mary’s Church, West Point Fire and Rescue or the Holy 
Trinity Elementary School Building Project.

Online condolences may be made to the family at 
www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

The Schmitz Funeral home of West Point is assisting 
the family with arrangements.

LEMBCKE

DONNA R. LEMBCKE

DEVOTA “DODIE” A. BURGESS
DeVota “Dodie” A. Burgess, 87 years, formerly of 

Fort Madison, Iowa, passed away Saturday, July 8, 2017 
at Highland Ridge Care Center in Wil-
liamsburg, Iowa.

Dodie was born August 30, 1929 to 
Melvin and Clara Burch in Herring, 
South Dakota. She was united in mar-
riage to John L. Burgess on December 
3, 1949 in Bloomfield, Iowa.  She was a 

very loving wife and mother, and devoted her whole life 
to her family.

Survivors include three daughters, Brenda Carlson of 
Burlington, Jane (Scott) Hettinger of Chelsea, Iowa, and 
Lisa (Craig) Ireland of Iowa City, Iowa; step son, Ron-
ald (Susie) Burgess of Tehachapi, California;  grand-
children, DeDe (Lance) DaVolt, Minde (Terry Grant) 

BURGESS See BURGESS, page 6
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Area News/Lottery Numbers

 7/9 MID-DAY
6 4 0 

7/9 EVENING
0 1 3

 7/9 MID-DAY
5 6 5 8

7/9 EVENING
3 3 8 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
reminds you to use the 3 R’s! 

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA
(319) 524-6175

VISIT US ONLINE: www.grrwa.com
FOLLOW US: facebook.com/grrwa

REDUCE
FOR A 

HAPPIER EARTH!REUSE RECYCLE

Here are some helpful tips: 

REUSE
* Reuse products for the same purpose or for a different purpose

 It makes economic & environmental sense to reuse products. Sometimes 
it takes a creative mind to do so.
 • Sell or Donate old clothes, appliances, toys & furniture
 • Use resealable containers rather than plastic wrap
 • Reuse grocery bags or bring your own cloth bags to the store

REDUCE
        *Reduce the amount of waste produced in society  
 The best way to manage waste is to not produce it. This can be done by 
shopping carefully and being aware of a few guidelines. 
 • Buy durable goods & products in bulk
 • Avoid over-packaged & disposable goods
 • Use cloth napkins/towels instead of paper napkins/towels
 • Make 2-sided copies whenever possible
	 •Maintain	central	files	for	multiple	individuals	
 •Use electronic mail/communications or a central bulletin board

RECYCLE
        * Recycle/convert common waste into reusable material 
 Recycling is a series of steps that takes a used material and processes, 
re-manufactures and sells it as a new product. Begin recycling at home and work.
 • Recycle all acceptable products at our recycling bins, stations
  & trailers 
  (see www.grrwa.com for a complete list of locations)
 • Check for curbside recycling acceptable items & schedules on   
  your local city websites
	 •	Purchase	and	use	recycled	materials	for	the	home	&	office
 • Implement a composting process for your lawn & garden 

We accept household hazardous waste and electronic waste at the Fort 
Madison location. Appointments are encouraged to ensure a proper 

procedures are in place for disposal. Please call 319-372-6140 to 
schedule your appointment. For a full list of acceptable items please 

call or visit us online. 

Household Hazardous Waste

Electronic Waste
Please place all electronic waste in their appropriate bins, some elec-
tronic items are free to dispose. Please call for fees on TV’s, Monitors, 

Laptops & Tablets. 

More from
the Fair

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

At top, Randall Court-
ney gets airborn with 
his front tires as he 
tugs the weight east 
across the Speedway 
front stretch Sunday 
afternoon. At left, 
Bethany Shane sings 
“Story Teller” that she 
composed as part of 
her turn at the Talent 
Show competition.
Below, Skylar Hart-
man pulls in front of 
the crowd Sunday 
night.

http://www.grrwa.com


4 - Pen City Current - Monday, July 10, 2017

Classifieds

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Advertise your 
service business

90 days
Only $7499

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Big Buckle Bash 2017 
brought to you by: 

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,

 Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

Classic Car

Starting at 4pm

Fort Madison
 Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
  Adults: $5   Kids: $2   •   Food Vendors

Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST! 

The Voice
Singing Competition

Starting at 5pm

Starting at 8pm

Country 
Musician

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

DIGITAL MEDIA CONSULTANT
We are the Pen City Current, an upstart, completely digital news media outlet and we’re 
looking for one unique person to join our team as a contract sales representative in the Des 
Moines County / Henry County market.

This is a very attractive position with an up-and-coming news organization seeing a rapidly 
growing digital following.

Our perfect candidate will be a motivated, creative, and ambitious person who puts their 
customers’ needs on even footing with personal and company goals.

This position offers hours outside the office, with great earning potential and the chance to 
start with a company that values family, dedication, community service, and honesty.

This sales market is a growing market with very few designated clients.

We are looking to put together a dynamic, community-minded, and collaborative team that 
brings the best of news and advertising to our readership.

We’re looking for a resume outlining your career goals and sales approach with one letter of 
recommendation characterizing your personal and professional successes.

Please forward to
Pen City Current, P.O. Box 366, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627
or email complete package to sales@pencitycurrent.com

or message us on Facebook

EVENT TEAM 
LEADER

Kempker’s True Value Rental 
is currently seeking a self mo-
tivated individual to lead our 
Event Team. Duties consist 
of setting up tents, tables and 
chairs at customer’s request-
ed locations throughout the 
Tri-State area. Starting wage 
for this position is $14.00 
per hour. Must have a valid 
drivers license and be able 
to move and lift heavy ob-
jects. Apply in person at 1904 
Avenue H in Fort Madison, 
Iowa. No phone calls please.

RESIDENTIAL 
ROUTE HELPER

Part-time residential route 
helper. Approximately 30-35 
hours a week.. Must be en-
ergetic,strong, reliable and 
have a desire to work. Only 
serious applicants apply.

Floyd’s EZ Way
319-752-5394

HELP WANTED

To donate or volunteer, go to UNITEDWAY.ORG. 
BECAUSE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE LIVE UNITED.

READ ME
Mechanical set up in Indd for easy resize
Please note when resizing: the image of rope 
that falls onto the white text box is a separate 
image on the top layer with a gradient fx 
applied at top edges.

Thanks to our work with NFL PLAY 60, we’ve brought fun fi tness programs 
to more than 35,000 kids. And it can happen here too.

WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS ACTIVE PLAY EVERY DAY.
WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS

IS ACTIVE PLAY EVERY DAY.

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
mailto:mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
https://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
mailto:mailto:sales%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Digital%20Media%20Consultant
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.floydscontainerservice.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Classifieds

631 Avenue D 
4BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Beautiful victorian home on a quiet 
street with an amazing wrap-around 
porch. All the modern conveniences. 
Quite a charmer! Listing #20165372, 
$124,900.

403 10th Street
5BR • 3BA

This is a beautifully appointed home 
with all the modern conveniences. 
There is an extra large lot for your 
family to enjoy! Listing #20162159, 
$164,000.

602 7th Street
3BR • 3BA

Practically perfect in every way, this 
1841 home includes the latest im-
provements while keeping its Victori-
an charm. Listing #23006122, $99,999.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Beautiful Period Homes

REDUCEDPENDING

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Of the WEEKHome

$285,900
Listing #20165730

3011 Timberlane Drive

4 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car garage
From the front yard to the back door...from the new open kitchen, living room, 
dining room combo to the lounge-like bar setting in the lower level...from the 
park-like setting to the cozy lower level family room, this home has it all. Offer-
ing 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, remodeled kitchen, bar room in lower level, laundry 
room, and plenty of storage. There’s a workshop area in the lower level walk-out 
and yet another storage area. New 200 AMP electric service, patterned concrete 
patio in rear (1 of 3 patios), all new landscaping, freshly painted exterior a couple 
of years ago, 2 fireplaces (lower level has gas insert), and much more! All situated 
on a very private lot, backing up to forest reserve then Rodeo Park, in the county, 
just on the edge of Ft. Madison.

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

http://seia.rapmls.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front/Weather

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com

Prepare your vehicle for the 

FREEDOM 
of the Open Road! 

 Like us on Facebook!

 Schedule 
your next 

appointment 
online!

Click HERE

No need to print, 
just mention these coupons 
to redeem at time of service!

Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL 
INSPECTIONS!  

No need to print, 
just mention these coupons 
to redeem at time of service!

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 10 Jul

Moderate Rain
Low –75.3º F | High – 91.3º F

TUE 11 Jul

Moderate Rain
Low –73.3º F | High – 87.4º F

WED 12 Jul

Heavy Intensity Rain
Low – 76.8º F | High – 84.5º F

THU 13 Jul

Light Rain
Low – 73.5º F | High – 85.1º F

FRI 14 Jul

Clear Skies
Low – 70.4º F | High – 85.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

Bostock, Carrie (Jeff) Krieger, Harvey and Hannah 
Ireland, Libby (Matt) Adams, Elliott (Korina Garcia) 
Maury; step-grandsons, Bryce and Tristan Hettinger; 
great-grandchildren, Kendalyn (Clyde), Julian (Care-
ena), Tavian, Bethany (Zach), Kaetlyn (Chris), Gaven, 
Analyssa, Kyaira, Jaydren,  Olivia and Dylan; step 
great-grandchildren, Mallory and Kylie;  great great 
grandchildren, Titan, Chaos, Kenya, Kaydince, Khaila, 
BryAnne and Johnathan; and step great great grand-
child, Brooklinn.

Dodie is preceded in death by her husband, John 
Burgess who passed away July 11, 2014, parents, broth-
er, Donald Burch, and great granddaughter, Brianne.

Funeral Services will be 1:00 pm Tuesday July 11, 
2017 at Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison, Iowa 
with visitation 1 hour prior to services. Pastor Dean 
Graber will officiate.  Burial follow at Hillcrest Memori-
al Park Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be directed to the fam-
ily to be forwarded to a charity of their choice. Online 
condolences to the Burgess family may be made at Barr 
Memorial Chapel website, www.barrmemorialchapel.
com.

BURGESS - Continued from Page 2

OBITUARIES

good chicken salad, though.
On the 4th of July (Ginnie’s day off), we butchered 

the rest, leaving them whole and freezing them in 
two-gallon bags. They should make good roasters, 
we’re hoping. Live and learn. I’m not sure there’s going 

to be another year of baby chicks. It’s an awful lot of 
work, and the super market is so close.

The hens are enjoying the freedom of the chicken 
house sans the bully roosters. They’re brown hens and 
we should be enjoying farm fresh brown eggs in the 
near future. (I know, I know, eggs are only 38 cents a 
dozen at the supermarket.) I don’t think I could butch-
er a hen, they’re way too cute. I had Ginnie feed them 
some bread crumbs. She held a chunk of bread in her 
hand and they snatched it right out of her fingers. Yep, 
way too cute.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 107.3 FM in Farmington.

Modern convenience 
makes old ways...old
CHICKEN - Continued from Page 1

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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