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LCHD picks ISP’s Bennett unit for new home
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON –The Lee County 
Health Department has found a home, at 
least for the next three years.

After a bond referendum failed May 
2 to build a new $2.6 million building, 
health department officials went to work 
to find a new home.

An air quality issue forced them out of 
their former building in Fort Madison.

According to LCHD Director Julie 
Schilling, the health department will be 
signing a lease with the Iowa Depart-
ment Of Corrections to use the former 
John Bennett unit.

“This will be a three year lease,” Schil-
ling said. “It will be effective June 15th 
and both parties have a ninety day out.”

Schilling said the IT staff will be able to 

get in on the 15th to work 
on setting up data lines 
and the IT system.

The Lee County Health 
Department Board of 
Directors is meeting to-
morrow morning in open 
session at 7:00 a.m. at the 

Fort Madison Community Hospital to 
approve the lease agreement.

Schilling said they were contacted by 
building owners in other areas of Lee 
County for other possible buildings, 
but they eventually settled on the John 
Bennett unit.

Former Lee County Attorney Ross 
Braden ordered the staff out of the build-
ing after an air quality issue was brought 
to their attention. The Lee County Health Department Board of Directors will be meeting 

Thursday morning at 7 a.m. to approve a 3-year lease with the Iowa 
Department of Corrections for use of the shuttered John Bennett Unit.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See LCHD, page 3

Supervisors set 
animal ordinance 
in motion

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Lee County Supervisors passed 
the first reading of an animal ordinance that will 
give the Lee County Sheriff more options in deal-
ing with aggressive or “out of control” animals.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors, an ordinance passed the first reading 
unanimously that gives the Sheriff ’s Department 
authority to impound the animals.

Specifically the ordinance in Title 5, Chapter 10 
reads, “Any dog or companion cat running at large 
may be apprehended by a law enforcement officer 
and/or may be impounded by the sheriff...”

It also reads that is unlawful for the owner of 
a dog or companion cat to permit such animal 
to attack any person or domestic animal, or to 
destroy property, or to permit the animal to place 
any person in reasonable fear of attack or injury.

The ordinance had been tabled twice before to 
allow supervisors to meet with constituents and 
gauge the impact of the new ordinance. There also 
was some fine tuning of the language in the or-

See ANIMAL, page 3

Agents weigh in on state insurance proposal
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Iowa’s Insurance Division, 
headed by Doug Ommen, 
has proposed a stopgap 
measure to the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to ensure 
all Iowans have access to 
health insurance in 2018.

According to a press 
release from the division, 
Iowa will 
not, in all 
likelihood, 
have a 
participat-
ing market 
provider 
in 2018 
under the current health 
insurance marketplace 
structure, a move that 
some estimate will effect 
72,000 Iowans.  The pro-
posal would use federal 
tax credits, reinsurance, 
and high-risk pools to 
offer a more favorable 
environment to providers, 

while keeping premiums 
and tax credits at rates 
comparable to Affordable 
Care Act plans.

Tony Wolfe, of Tony 
Wolfe Insurance Services 
in Fort Madison, said the 
proposal would likely get 
massaged a little if it gets 
approved.

“My view is that it was 
expected there would be 
some type of solution 
offered and we should 
assume adjustments and 
tweaking to whatever 
is proposed will likely 
occur,” Wolfe said. “That 
said, there are a broad 
range of changes in re-
quirements and steps that 
health insurers, providers, 
advisors, members, and 
everyone else relative to 
this industry have made 
in recent years. We need 
to be patient and cau-
tiously optimistic a system 
will be found that results 
more favorably than what 
is currently in place.  It 
is important to take care 
of people’s needs while 

we make this necessary 
change.”

Federal poverty lines for 
a family of three for 2017 
is $20,420 up $260 from 
2016 numbers.

Under the proposed 
rate structure, which 
starts credits at 133% of 
poverty level (anything 
less than 133% would 
ultimately fall under the 
state’s medicaid/medicare 
program) an individual 
0-20 years old would be 
entitled to a $250 credit 
and have a monthly pre-
mium of $22. Two adults 
ages 35-44 at the same 
(making up the family of 
three) would be entitled 
to a $398 credit and face a 
$56 premium per person 
per month. That family of 

three under the current 
proposal would pay $134 
a month for their family 
coverage.

“We’re clearly support-
ive of the efforts led by 
our insurance commis-
sioner, Doug Ommen, in 
partnership with the ex-
ecutive teams at Wellmark 
and Medica. Given the 
dire situation facing many 
Iowans in 2018, these 
leaders are doing what 
it is going to take to put 
some short-term stability 
back in the market,” said 
Justin Pieper, co-founder 
of Fort Madison’s Group 
Benefit Partners.

Pieper said the real 
decisions lie in the hands 

PIEPER

SCHILLING

See STOPGAP, page 6
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1904 Ave. H
Ft. Madison, Ia
319-372-3515

609 S. 9th St.
Burlington, Ia
319-752-1584

1405 E. Washington St.
Mt. Pleasant, Ia
319-385-1377

204 W. 1st St.
Grimes, Ia

515-986-0031

Father’s Day Sale
Going on Now

through 
June 24th! 

Great Gifts

F
O

RDAD!
• 160cc Honda GCV engine

• Front-wheel gear drive system
• AutoWalk lets you set the pace

• Mulch ready, including rear grass bag 
and side discharge chute.

22 in., 3-N-1 AutoWalk 
Self-Propelled Mower

$5 OFF
Instantly on each gallon 
of EasyCare®
Ultra Premium Paint
 or Woodsman stain*

$349

Click this ad now for more great deals for Dad!

18 Volt Cordless 
Lithium-Ion Compact Drill/

Impact Driver Combo
Includes two M18 compact lithium-ion 

battery packs, charger and carrying case. 

$149

Spirit® E-210TM
2-Burner Gas Grill

Porcelain-coated cast iron cooking 
grate holds high heat to sizzle 
perfect grill marks into foods. 

Porcelain-enamel FlavorizerTM bars. 

$399

Limit 5 per household! 
*See Store for Details

Receive TWO $25 Gift 
Certificates

 with your purchase of 
this Husqvarna lawn 

mower!
$25 TrueValue® 
Gift Certificate

$25 Husqvarna® 
VISA Card

OUR GIFT 
TO DAD!

Receive A 
$25 Gift Certificate &

a $25 VISA Card!

*Limit 1 per household. Consumer responsible for taxes.

Senior Community BINGO
2nd Wednesday of every month

at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Becker’s Review taps 
FMCH at top 100 hospital

BY PCC STAFF
CHICAGO - Beck-

er’s Hospital Review is 
pleased to release the 
2017 edition of its list of 
100 Great Community 
Hospitals. Fort Madison 
Community Hospital 
(FMCH) in Fort Mad-
ison, Iowa was named 
to the list for the fourth 
time.

The hospitals included 
on this list are recognized 
for quality, patient sat-
isfaction and overall ex-
cellence. The institutions 
featured on this list play a 
key role in their commu-
nities as the centerpiece 
for healthcare in many 

occasions. Several of the 
hospitals have rolled out 
unique population health 
initiatives over the past 
few years and are among 
the highest employers in 
their region.

Fort Madison Com-
munity Hospital chal-
lenges their employees to 
continually look for ways 
to improve quality and 
safety and enhance the 
patient experience. This 
challenge directly results 
in recognitions such as 
this one. FMCH was also 
honored with two Iowa 
Healthcare Collaborative 
Patient Safety Awards 
for 2017 for Reducing 

Healthcare-Associated 
Infections and Improv-
ing Person and Family 
Engagement earlier this 
year.

The Becker’s Hospital 
Review editorial team 
selected hospitals for in-
clusion based on analysis 
of key awards, rankings 
and certifications in 
addition to the hospital’s 
reputation for leadership 
and innovation.

Becker’s Hospital Re-
view is a monthly publi-
cation offering up-to-date 
business and legal news 
and analysis relating 
to hospitals and health 
systems.

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366

Fort Madison, IA

The Pen City Current and 
www.pencitycurrent.com 
website are products of 
Market Street Publishing, 
LLC. The Pen City Current 
is published Sunday 
through Friday mornings.

Lee Vandenberg,
Sales manager
319-371-4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com
Charles Vandenberg, 

Editor
319-371-1670

editor@pencitycurrent.com

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.
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Obituaries/For the Record

6/13 MID-DAY
2 4 5 8 9 10

15 17 20 22 23 24  
6/13 EVENING
 3 5 9 11 13 14

16 19 20 21 22 23  

 6/13 MID-DAY
3 0 4 

6/13 EVENING
8 3 1

6/13 MID-DAY
5 1 9 6

6/13 EVENING
0 4 6 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

6/13
27 51 62 68 75 
Lucky Ball: 8
Megaplier: 3

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

06/12/17 - 11:25 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1400 block of Avenue E
06/12/17 - 2:12 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 900 block of Avenue D.
6/12/17 - 9:31 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police arrested Bradley 
Michael Dettmers, 32, of Fort 
Madison in the police depart-
ment on a charge of domestic 
abuse assault - third or subse-
quent offense. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

06/13/17 - 6:21 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested James Anthony 
Beechtree, 52 of Donnellson at 

the sheriff’s office on a charges 
of OWI -1st offense and carry-
ing weapons. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
06/01/17 - 2:20 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection of 
Hwys 16 and 61. According 
to the report, a vehicle driven 
by Jonah Tyler McDermed, 
18 of Burlington was stopped 
at the intersection. A vehicle 
driven by David Lee Gibbs, 
73 of Burlington didn’t stop in 
time and tapped McDermed’s 
vehicle from behind. No 
injuries were reported and 
minor damage was reported to 
McDermed’s vehicle. Gibbs was 
cited for following too closely.
It should be noted that 
those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

OBITUARIES

MAUREEN PAPAJOHN 
and 

HELEN “JEANETTE” 
LERCHE

The graveside committal service for Maureen 
Papajohn and Helen “Jeanette” Lerche will be held 
on Friday, June 16, 2017 at 2:30 PM at Gethse-
mane Cemetery with Rev. Joseph Phung officiat-
ing.  King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory is in 
charge of the service. 

The Pen City Current last week requested, via the 
Freedom of Information Act, the report for the air 
quality test that was done on the former facility at 2218 
Avenue H in Fort Madison. County officials have said 
they’re working to get the report released to the Pen 
Current.

Current requests LCHD 
air quality report

LCHD - Continued from Page 1

dinance that needed to be done between Lee County 
Attorney Clinton Boddicker and Lee County Sheriff 
Stacy Weber.

Weber said he had seen the revised language from 
Boddicker, who was not present at the meeting, and 
was comfortable with the language as written in the 
current version in front of the board.

Supervisor Ron Fedler said he had spoken with 
Weber prior to the meeting and he was comfortable 
moving ahead and made the motion to approve the 
first reading.

The ordinance will require at least one more read-
ing before being approved. Most new ordinances 
require three readings, however the third reading can 
be waived after the second reading is approved with a 
majority vote of the board.

In other action, the board:
• approved a motion to permit Lee County EMS 

to apply for a guaranteed grant for five automated 
compression machines called LUCAS Chest Com-
pression Systems. The systems cost between $18,000 
to $20,000 each and take over compressions on heart 
attack sufferers.

• approved a second reading of a rabies control 
ordinance

• approved a second reading of a fireworks ordi-
nance that puts the county in line with new state 
regulations.

Ordinance to have at 
least one more reading
ANIMAL - Continued from Page 1
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BY PCC STAFF
DAVENPORT - The 

Fort Madison Blood-
hound softball team 
dropped four games over 
two days in a weekend 
tournament at Davenport 
West.

After a stellar week 
where the Hounds 
knocked of No. 4 Burl-
ington and came from 
behind to down Wapello, 
the Hounds struggled to 
find winning ways on the 
road.

To start the tourney 
on Friday, the Hounds 
ran into some tough 
competition and some 
pretty big schools as 18-1 
Davenport Assumption 
handed the Hounds 
a 12-0 shut out in the 
opener.

Senior Chase Lowney 
took the loss going four 
innings giving up 12 
runs, all earned, on eight 
hits, two walks, and a 
strikeout. The Hounds 
were held scoreless by 
senior Nicole Timmons 
who gave a walk against 
no hits and 11 strikeouts.

FMHS then found 
themselves pitted against 
10-6 Pleasant Valley. The 
Hounds held a 2-0 lead 
going into the fourth 
inning but PV put up a 

four spot to take the lead 
then added nine more in 
the top of the sixth. Lexi 
Schmidt took the loss 
going 4 2/3 innings giv-
ing up six runs on nine 
hits before giving way to 
Lowney with the Hounds 
down 6-3. Pleasant Valley 
was ready for Lowney 
and the big sixth inning 
giving up nine runs, six 
earned on six hits.

Saturday didn’t fare any 
better as the Hounds ran 
into Davenport North 
and West. The Hounds 
managed 14 hits against 

Davenport North led 
by Schmidt and Sadie 
Smithburg who both 
went 3 for 4. Kamryn 
Bailey, Shyla Farmer, and 
Olivia Williams all had 
two hits for FMHS.

North had a 9-1 lead 
going into the third in-
ning. The Hounds scored 
six runs in the next three 
innings but couldn’t keep 
a rally going long enough 
to get back in the game. 
Lowney took the loss for 
the Hounds.

Scoring was scarce 
again in the final game 

for the Hounds with 
West downing FMHS 
10-1. Lowney drove 
in Dalyn Wondra in 
the fifth inning for the 
only run of that game. 
Schmidt suffered the loss 
for the Hounds going 
six innings, giving up 10 
runs on nine hits, eight 
earned, and striking out 
eight.

Through the weekend 
the Bloodhounds were 
5-14 on the season. The 
Hounds played at Keokuk 
Monday and those results 
weren’t available Tuesday.
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Big Buckle Bash 2017 
brought to you by: 

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,

 Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

Classic Car

Starting at 4pm

Fort Madison
 Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
  $5 Per Person • Food Vendors

Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST! 

The Voice
Singing Competition

Starting at 5pm

Starting at 8pm

Country 
Musician

FMHS girls stall in weekend tourney

Chase Lowney takes a pitch against Burlington in high school softball 
action last week. The ‘Hounds dropped four games in the Davenport 
West tourney over the weekend.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hounds drop 
two at Central 

Lee tournament
 BY PCC STAFF

DONNELLSON - The Fort Madison High School 
boys baseball team is still winless on the year after 
dropping two games in the Central Lee tourney on 
Friday.

The Bloodhounds suffered a 12-0 shut out at the 
hands of host Central Lee in the first game Friday. 
Tyler O’Tool had two hits to lead the Hounds and 
Dayne Cordray added a hit, all singles, to wrap up the 
offense for the Hounds. FMHS sent two freshmen, 
Jace Burgher and Parker Denning, to the mound. 
Burgher suffered the loss, going three innings, giving 
up five runs, all earned, on six hits, and struck out two. 
Denning came in in the fourth and gave up seven runs, 
four earned, on four hits, and walked three.

In the night cap the bats came alive for the Hounds 
but Burlington Notre Dame (9-2) outlasted FMHS 10-
5. O’Tool hit a grandslam in the fourth inning plating 
Brady Reynolds, Logan Allen, and Aaron Steffensmeier 
to put the Hounds up 5-3. Unfortunately, that would 
end the scoring for FMHS. BND would put up four 
runs in the eighth and three more in the ninth inning 
to put the game away.

Steffensmeier and Jordyn Gerdes both went 2-of-3 at 
the plate on the night. Caleb Wood and Diego Lozano 
each had singles for Fort Madison.

Gerdes took the loss for FM, going six innings, 
giving up six runs, five earned on five hits, striking out 
four, and walking two. Cordray came in for an inning 
of relief, giving up four runs, all earned, on four hits 
with no walks, and no strikeouts.

The Hounds stand at 0-12 through the weekend. 
They played at Keokuk on Monday but those results 
weren’t available on Tuesday.

Van Buren nips Holy Trinity boys on the road
BY PCC STAFF

KEOSAUQUA - Senior 
Ben Tinguely singled in 
Quentin Schneider in the 
top of the sixth inning to 
pull HTC within a run 
of host Van Buren, but 
a ground out to short 
killed the inning and 
the Warriors went on to 
down the Crusaders 4-3 
in Tuesday night baseball 
action.

Two incoming fresh-
men, Cole Thornton and 
Jason Thurman, handled 

the mound duties for 
HTC. Thurman came in 
in relief in the bottom of 
the sixth and held Van 
Buren scoreless the rest 
of the way.

Kyle Bredemeyer lined 
out to center to start the 
final inning. Aiden Al-
fred struck out on a full 
count and Vasin Thur-
man grounded out to 
short to end the game.

Head Coach Albert 
Schinstock, who’s been 
plagued with staffing 

issues on the mound all 
year, said he’s turning to 
younger pitchers to fill in 
at times and was im-
pressed with how the two 
eighth graders handled 
themselves Tuesday.

“Four eighth graders 
and a freshman started 
in the infield tonight and 
did an awesome job,” 
he said.  “Cole Thorn-
ton really came out and 
showed command on the 
mound and did exactly 
what we needed him to 
do.”

Thornton went 4 2/3 
on 85 pitches and gave 
up four runs, all earned, 
on nine hits, three walks, 
and a strike out in the 

loss. Thurman threw 18 
pitches and gave up three 
hits, no runs, walks or 
strikeouts.

At the plate, Reed 
Fehseke went 3-for-4 
to lead HTC with a run 
scored. Bredemeyer, 
Kadin Medland, and 
Schneider all had hits 
for the Crusaders. Aiden 
Alfred doubled in the 
third inning to deep left 
center.

The Crusaders (2-10) 
fell to 20-3 Monday at 
home to 12-2 Burlington 
Notre Dame. Statistics 
from that game were not 
available Tuesday. They 
play at Mediapolis on 
Thursday.

Senior Ben Tinguely takes a swing at pitch 
over the weekend against Louisa-Muscatine. 
The Crusaders lost Tuesday 4-3 to Van Buren 
are 2-10 on the season.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.fortmadison.com/event/big-buckle-bash-2017/?instance_id=2758
http://tkef.org/
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Classifieds

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

DIGITAL MEDIA CONSULTANT
We are the Pen City Current, an upstart, completely digital news media outlet and we’re 
looking for one unique person to join our team as a contract sales representative in the Des 
Moines County / Henry County market.

This is a very attractive position with an up-and-coming news organization seeing a rapidly 
growing digital following.

Our perfect candidate will be a motivated, creative, and ambitious person who puts their 
customers’ needs on even footing with personal and company goals.

This position offers hours outside the office, with great earning potential and the chance to 
start with a company that values family, dedication, community service, and honesty.

This sales market is a growing market with very few designated clients.

We are looking to put together a dynamic, community-minded, and collaborative team that 
brings the best of news and advertising to our readership.

We’re looking for a resume outlining your career goals and sales approach with one letter of 
recommendation characterizing your personal and professional successes.

Please forward to
Pen City Current, P.O. Box 366, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627
or email complete package to sales@pencitycurrent.com

or message us on Facebook

HELP WANTED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Farmstore Full-Time
Department Managers

One located in
Fort Madison

& one located in
West Burlington

Apply at
Huffman’s Farm & Home
at any of our locations,

or send resume to
kseals@huffmanwelding.com

Job Requirements include:
• Good communication and
customer service skills
• Keep inventory organized 
& stocked in your depart-
ment
• Ability to drive fork trucks
safely
• Ability to work outside
helping customers load
merchandise, and stock
store products, etc.
• Ability to lift 50 pounds

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

BUNGALOWS
Classic american designs

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

SOLD
315 Avenue E

Listing #20162543; $53,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

http://careers.wlfoods.com
mailto:mailto:sales%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Digital%20Media%20Consultant
mailto:mailto:kseals%40huffmanwelding.com?subject=Department%20Managers%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
http://seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front/Weather
5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

WED 14 Jun

Moderate Rain
Low – 72.6º F | High – 88.7º F

THU 15 Jun

Moderate Rain
Low – 74.1º F | High – 83.8º F

FRI 16 Jun

Light Rain
Low – 71.6º F | High – 87.4º F

SAT 17 Jun

Light Rain
Low – 74.7º F | High – 85.2º F

SUN 18 Jun

Light Rain
Low – 81.9º F | High – 96.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

of Secretary of Health and Human Services Tom Price 
and Seema Verma, a top health adviser to President 
Donald Trump in Washington D.C., but leaders have 
been having productive meetings discussing what 
could work in Iowa.  The next steps could likely include 
town hall meetings, where feedback will be solicited.

Another hurdle facing the proposal would be getting 
a computerized exchange up and running, even though 
it is likely that only one standard plan comparable to 
the ACA’s Silver plan would be offered to Iowans.

Peiper said he would encourage participating in 
these meetings in support of the proposed actions, as 
this will need to come together quickly, in order for 
the insurance companies to establish the products and 
pricing in time for a January 1, 2018 release.

“We also encourage dialogue with our elected 
officials in Washington D.C. so they understand how 
important it is to Iowans that these measures are solidi-
fied.  While these are necessary measures in the imme-
diate short-term, a long-term fix is absolutely necessary 
for continued improvements in the market conditions.”

Wellmark Chairman and CEO John Forsythe indicat-
ed Wellmark’s support of the initiative.

“Wellmark is supportive of the proposed Stopgap 
Measure submitted to CMS because it includes the 
three principles we have continuously advocated for: 
creation of a viable risk pool, sharing catastrophic 
expenses, and product flexibility. If the measure is ap-
proved in a timely manner with these principles intact, 
Wellmark will offer the approved individual health 
insurance plan in all 99 counties in Iowa for 2018.”

In a statement Monday, Wellmark indicated it had 
publicly shared its desire to structure an Iowa-based 
solution that makes the individual market stable and 
affordable again, including maintaining several key as-
pects of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) combined with 
three principles: ensuring a viable risk pool, broadly 
sharing catastrophic costs, and the flexibility to design 
plans Iowans want and can afford.

Existing ACA plans will be in effect through Dec. 31, 
2017. During Open Enrollment this fall, members will 
need to enroll in a new plan for coverage in 2018.

Other providers in 2017, including Medica and Aetna 
are still reviewing the proposal, but have been engaged 
in the development of the proposal.

Locals cautiously optimistic about 
Iowa’s proposed stopgap measure

STOPGAP - Continued from Page 1

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622

Great River Regional Waste Authority will hold a
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event during 

Saturday June 24th, 2017 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm 

GRRWA
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue• Fort Madison, IA 
(319) 372-6140

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com

• Fertilizers, Herbicides, Insecticides, Pesticides
• Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners & Solvents

• Household & Auto Cleaning Products
• Car Batteries, Motor Oil, Antifreeze

• Car Batteries and Rechargeable Batteries
• Swimming Pool Chemicals

• Propane Tanks 
• & MORE!

Fort Madison Residents Only, No Businesses Please

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be accepting the 
following Household Hazardous Waste items during Kempker 

True Value’s Fort Madison Customer Appreciation Event! 
We encourage you to call ahead and make an

 appointment for the collection. 

Call 319-372-6140 to schedule your appointed time or 
to check to see if your items qualify for this event. 

NO 
LATEX 
PAINT 

PLEASE! 
H

WH

COME MEET 
ROCKY THE 
RECYCLER! KEMPKER’S TRUE VALUE

FT. MADISON CUSTOMER APPRECIATION EVENT!

http://www.grrwa.com
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