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Tourism board may audit groups’ finances

Commission wants cleaner
financial docs for Jan. meeting

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Two local groups that receive
funding from the city’s Hotel/Motel tax funds, may have
their books audited by the city’s tourism commission,
who doles out the monies.

At Thursday night's meeting of the Fort Madison
Tourism Commission, which is chaired by Mayor Brad
Randolph, the commission was frustrated in figures
turned in by Andy Andrews of the North Lee County
Historical Society.

During the two-hour meeting, at several times, An-
drews, who’s the president of the NLCHS, had to go up to
the commission table and look and try to explain the fi-
nances to Randolph and the other commission members.

Commissioner Julie Hellman said she couldn’t under-
stand the numbers and asked that Andrews bring back a
cleaner version of the funds and where they were going.

“I'm not an accountant, but I just don’t understand this
balance sheet,” Hellman told Andrews.

Hellman said she didn’t believe that the tourism dollars
should just be going into the historical society’s operating
funds because they are supposed to be earmarked for
promotional and tourism-oriented projects. Hellman
said those funds shouldn't be used for operations.

Andrews said the money did go into the organization’s
general fund. Hellman asked about any savings or other

assets the historical district has on hand.
“There’s no balance sheet here and if we
don't have the right to ask these questions,
someone tell me”
Andrews said funds come into the

historical society specifically earmarked
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Into the Woods

At top, “Witch” Dalyn Wondra, creeps out
Bella Baier, far left, and Corrine Keenan as
the “Baker’s Wife” and “The Baker” in the
Saturday afternoon performance of The
FMHS Drama Clubs’ Into the Woods. At left,
the ensemble performs.
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HELLMAN for projects like Brush College school, the
battlefield project, and even maintenance
projects and all those funds go into those accounts. He
said the group also gets interest of funds with the Lee
County Community Foundation.

But Randolph agreed the financial documents were
confusing and don’t show the true picture of the society’s

financial standing.

See TOURISM, page 8

GRHS may soon |
have news on
plans for FM

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A decision may be coming in the
next several weeks from Great River Health Systems on
their plans in Fort Madison.

According to Melissa Jones, director of marketing
and communications, the time frame for a decision on
what presence GRHS will have in Fort Madison has
been moved again.

“Unfortunately, the time frame continues to get
changed and it is now my understanding that a deci-
sion is to be made at the beginning of December. I have
no further information at this time,” Jones wrote in an
email Friday morning.

The company has been tight-lipped on plans for Fort
Madison after announcing in August they were consid-
ering purchasing property on the city’s west side, on the
southeast corner of the intersection at Ortho Road and
Hwy. 61.

At that time, Jim Kammerer, vice president of sup-
port services, said GRHS was in the process of purchas-
ing the property for an outreach clinic. City officials
then received a request by the owners of the property,
S&D Development, for a waiver of subdivision require-
ments for that property. But no further announcements
on the purchase have been made and the announce-
ments on the property have been delayed twice since

See GRHS, page 4
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Obituaries/Local News

OBITUARIES

LINDA JEAN HOLMES

Linda Jean Holmes, 67, of rural Montrose, IA, began her journey to Heaven on
Friday, November 17, 2017 at 5:05 p.m. surrounded by her family and dear friends
at her home. She was born on August 3, 1950 in Charleston, MO to Betty Louise
Robinson, who later married J.W. Johnson. She married Larry L. Holmes on Sep-
tember 16, 1967 in Fort Madison, IA. They later divorced. She was a
homemaker most of her life and enjoyed children, especially babies.
She enjoyed scrapbooking and spending time with her children and
grandchildren. Her faith was very strong and she loved to spread
God’s word. She always saw the good in people, never judged anyone
and always gave and helped anyone in need.

Linda is survived by: 1-son: Jeffrey Holmes of Montrose, IA;
2-daughters: Jennifer (Shane) Hall of Fort Madison, IA & Jill (Darin)
Cordray of Fort Madison, IA; a niece: Tina (Jeff) Finley of Clear Lake, IA whom Jeff,
Jen & Jill consider a sister; 2-grandsons: Damon & Dayne Cordray of Fort Madison,
IA; her mother: Betty Johnson of Dallas City, IL; 1-sister: Vicki (William) Clark of
Fort Madison, IA; 4-brothers: Stanley (Shelley) Johnson of Dallas City, IL, Randy
(Melinda) Johnson of Fort Madison, IA, Lonnie Johnson of Dallas City, IL & Dar-
rin (Shirley) Johnson of LaHarpe, IL and her very special friends who stood by her
faithfully for the last 50 years of her life. She was preceded in death by: her father,
1-infant brother: Martin Johnson & 1-nephew: Ryan C. Johnson, her dear cousins,
grandmother and her father & mother in law: Lloyd & Opal Holmes.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory and a private family memorial service will be held at a later date at her home.
A memorial has been established for Great River Hospice and contributions may be
sent to Jeff Holmes, 2573 245th Avenue, Montrose, IA 52639. Online condolences
to Linda’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website:

www.kinglynk.com.

HOLMES

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

Fort Madison man hits
$10,000 scatch off win

CLIVE, Iowa - A southeast Jowa man made a last minute decision to buy a lottery
ticket while shopping for groceries last week and his decision ended up paying oft for
him.

Curtis Little of Fort Madison claimed the fifth of eight top prizes of $10,000 avail-
able in the Iowa Lottery’s “Winner’s Circle” scratch game.

The 29-year-old said he bought his winning ticket Nov. 10 at Fareway, 1820 Ave. H
in Fort Madison.

“Actually I just went in there for groceries and I saw the lottery tickets and I took
one of each of the $2 tickets and just happened to win,” Little told lottery employees
Tuesday as he claimed his prize at the lottery’s regional office in Cedar Rapids.

Little said he expected to win a much smaller prize when he saw that he had a
winning match on his ticket.

“I scratched the “Yes” and I figured it would just be like another $2 or something
like that and I scratched the ‘$10,000” and I didn’t believe it and I read the instruc-
tions like three or four times,” he said.

Little said he called his Mom right away and she suggested that he go to a gas sta-
tion to confirm his prize and that’s what he did.

He said he plans to use his winnings to pay bills.

Winner’s Circle is a $2 scratch game. More details about how to play this game,
and number of prizes still up for grabs in it can be found on the Iowa Lottery’s web-
site, www.ialottery.com.

Curtis Little, of
Fort Madison won
$10,000 on a scratch
off ticket in the lowa
Lotterires  “Winner’s
Circle” game. Little
purchased the tickets
at the Fort Madison
Fareway Grocery on
Nov. 10

Dave’s Hickory

Smoked Turkeys

$A99
W oo

Limit 10 please

su.New York
Strip Steaks

Aged ythle Bone.less
rime Rib

1/2 0f 1/2 Beef

Also Available Dave’s Hickory Smoked Turkey Breast

Amish Country
Free Range

Turkeys

$949

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

The |
%Kensmgton

and Primrose Path semory care

Making memories for tomorrow...

52.00 OFF

3 1b. Box Homematde Wieners
or 3 I Box Snack Sticks

The Kensington is devoted to making each day
special for residents and their families. Our
team focuses on helping residents make the

5449

100 Ibs. - Cut Wrapped & Frozen

All Cuts Boneless Except T-Bones
Chuck Roast, Arm Roast,
Ribeye Steak, Brisket, Round
Steak, Swiss Steak, Sirloin
Tip Roast & Steak, Rump
Roast, Sirloin Steak,
T-Bone & Ground Beef

80% Lean 10 Ib. Roll

Ground Beef

L
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Ribeye Steaks AcH

We Accept IA, IL & MO EBT Cards

1-319-463-7150

Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm, Closed Sunday

Better Meats - Better Prices - It's My Joh!

Limit 30 Ibs. please

111 North 1st St. Montrose, IA

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00am-6:00pm,

We're Located Only 10 Minutes From Wal-Mart or Shopko.

Limit 2 Please. Coupon Expires: 11-23-17

CLIP AND SAVE COUPON

Homemade
Breaded Tenderloins

Sold in Packages
of 10 Only
Limit 30 Please

M Efiectve:fH1-7tni 11231 - CLIP AND SAVE COUPON

1/2Hoy
2t S1370

Coupon Expires: 11-23-17

memories they want to make and help provide
life residents experiences to remember!

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips
~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events
~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more!

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to
Join our Facebook Family!
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Opinion/Local News

Relay For Life chair thanks

community for 2017 support

Dear Editor;

The 2017 Relay For Life of North Lee County successfully reached their goal of
$65,000 for the American Cancer Society. This annual event was held on Friday, Sep-
tember 29th and brought together the community to celebrate our cancer survivors,
remember those we lost to cancer and fight back through the support of our corpo-
rate sponsors and Relay For Life teams.

The money raised through the Relay For Life event will be used to fund cancer
research and support programs for people diagnosed with cancer. The theme for this
year’s event was, WE ARE HOPE, emphasizing the belief that by coming together in
our fight against cancer, we will one day see a world without cancer.

The continued success of the Relay For Life of North Lee County is due in great
part to our Relay teams who collectively raised over $40,000 and our corporate
sponsors who contributed over $25,000.

The planning committee meets monthly to bring this event to life-through their
creative ideas and dedicated time leading up to and during the event, we are able to
enjoy an evening of fun, music, reflection and good food. The planning has already
begun for next year as we continue our fight against cancer.

Angie Budnik
Chairperson, Relay For Life of North Lee County
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City releases schedule
for holiday week

The following is the schedule for the week of the Thanksgiving holiday for the
City of Fort Madison

* Mon. Nov. 20 - Tuesday trash route will be picked up today along with
Monday trash route.

* Tue. Nov. 21 - Wednesday Route B recycling will be picked up today.
* Wed. Nov. 22 - Thursday trash route will be picked up today.

* Thu. Nov. 23 - City Hall offices and Fort Madison Public Library will be
closed today.

* Fri. Nov. 24 - City Hall offices will be closed Friday, November 24. Friday
trash route will be picked up on Monday, November 27.
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From the Front/Area News

(CURRENT-LEE
The original vy Bake Shoppe now
taking orders for holiday treats

Remember the original Ivy for your
holiday desserts, sweet trays, catering, &
gift certificates. Order yours by Tuesday,
December 21st. Call us at Burlington

Uptown Ivy (319)754.5924 or visit us at
514 Jefferson Street, downtown Burl-
ington. Visit us online at www.ivybake-

shoppe.com.

Advertise in a brand new way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

“

MP man hits $30K on scatch off

CLIVE, Iowa - A southeast Jowa man said he decided to buy a different scratch
game since his local lottery retailer was sold out of his favorite one and that made all
the difference.

Tommie “Tom” Best of Mount Pleasant claimed the seventh of 19 top prizes of
$30,000 available in the Iowa Lottery’s “Jolly Holiday Crossword” game. He said his
first choice was a similar $5 version of the lottery’s popular Crossword scratch game,
but his local BP, 2120 E. Washington St. was sold out of that game Wednesday.

Best, 73, said he took his ticket home and scratched it off later that night.

“I kept scratching and scratching and all of a sudden my heart rate started going
pretty fast,” Best told lottery employees Thursday as he claimed his prize at the lot-
tery’s regional office in Cedar Rapids.

He called his wife, Connie, over to double-check his work with him.

“We double-checked it and I said, “That’s 10. And she says, “Yeah' I said, ‘Oh my
gosh, thats $30,000, dear!” he said.

The couple then returned to BP to have the winning ticket verified. Once it was
confirmed that Best had indeed won $30,000, he said he sent a text message to his
son.

Best, who is retired, said he plans to use a portion of his winnings to pay bills and
invest the rest.

Jolly Holiday Crossword is a $3 scratch game. More details about how to play this
game, and number of prizes still up for grabs in it can be found on the Iowa Lottery’s
website, www.ialottery.com.

GRHS pushes announcement
on FM plans to December

GHRS - Continued from Page 1

that time.

An announcement was expected on GRHS’s plans for Fort Madison originally on
Sept. 26, but that was put off til the end of October, which then was delayed again
until November, and now officials say an announcement won't come until the begin-
ning of December.

The regional health system is just days away from breaking ground on a $5.75 mil-
lion specialty clinic on Keokuk’s northside. The health system also recently acquired
the services of Hometown Medical in West Point.

Griffin’s Famous

[Lowve Tinet [Reyel [Flusih Speciel

is back for a limited time only!
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SAVE $50
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5 flushes
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WA utiienconm
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SAVE $30
on your

SAVE $20
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SAVE $5
on any
1 flush

*Mention this ad
for discounts!

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Like us on Facebook!
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(319)371.4125

Don’t Pay
Utilities

Don’t pay utilities - Check
out this newly remodeled
one bedroom apartment in
downtown Fort Madison.
It's move in ready with new
floors, new appliances, and
a brand new state-of-the-
art HVAC system. Call or
text today (319)371.7753.

Place your ad
online 24/7

Real Estate/Commercial/Ag

LOAN OFFICER

Lee County Bank is looking for a loan officer to join its
team. This person will participate in all areas of lending
at the bank. Previous experience is preferred. Benefits
include a competitive salary, health, dental, and vision
insurance as well as 401K eligibility.

To apply please submit your resume

IVIakelonejofgtheseINewaHomes) S
youigNewaHomeltoday!

D515 G 2504 VHOODILANID ETHICTEALS o It Meifsm, T

by Monday, November 27th to
cward@leecountybank.com

Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage
Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades

Condominium Features:
3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite,

Private Deck & Patio

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

Exclusive Residence Features:
- Landscaping, Building Exterior & Winter Maintenance Provided

- Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio

Lee County Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

- Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest & Private Pond

eN
MGGER

1302033 :diS treeHIEAVadisonylal

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor
Open Floor Plan

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

Finished Basement
Spacious Yard
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

4187 hTS treefedWesHRoin thlal

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machlne operator experience
Pay:
Pay: $17. 17 per hour plus $0. 30 shift differential

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings!
3 Car Garage
Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity
Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area

Pay:
Pay: $11. 85 per hour plus $0. 30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-

Main Floor Laundry
Large Storage Room
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

(Callbyillitolviewfanylofitheselbeautifullhomes!;

Follow us on Facebook!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com  Call: 319-470-2540

Equal Opportunity Employer
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118 Avenue E « West Point 3032 Avenue E « Fort Madison 15 15th Street « Fort Madison
3BR « 1BA « 1 car garage 3BR « 1BA « 1 car garage 3BR ¢« 4BA « 3 car garage
Listing #20166662 Listing #20166815 Listing #20166815

/

2188 Old Denmark Road E 48th Street 939 Avenue G
14.65 acres « 638,514 sq. ft. 50.82 acres « 2,213,719 sq. ft. Turn Key Office Space
Listing #20162574 Listing #20162779 Listing #20165675
| Reduced
2634 Avenue G
3BR « 2BA « 3 car garage
Listing #20165688

There are hundreds af great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

. . 4
(319) 372-4040 « 903 Avenue G « Fort Madison « www.seia.rapmls.com S mis
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Men « Women ¢ Kids
Multi-Dimensional Color
High Fashion Cuts
Special Occasion Styles
Perms & More

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

Sternelle’ Beaute’ Tl Service Salorn
1302 Ave. G * Ft. Madison, Ia

SELL YOUR STUFF

with a

FREE AD

Run your private party ad
free of charge for 7 days.
Merchandise for sale, lost &
found, to give away, etc.
Up to 200 words & 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 pencitycurrent.com
Email sales@pencitycurrent.com e Call (319)371.4125

Fall Special
20% off

Winter Coats & Jackets

We make house calls!
Call for personalized pick up & delivery
to your home or office.

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 3859707 . 888 485 9707

Expires
Dec. 23

www.IrisCityCleaners.com

2:000m

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant

sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising ® www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising ® www.pencitycurrent.com

Elevated Comfort.

“I’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
- Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites
Fort Madison, Iowa
4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Like us on Facebook!

www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Saturday, November 25th « 10am - 2pm

Downtown Ft. Madison « Avenue G

Artisan Next Door: 10% of Candles, Cookies, Register to win
a holiday gift basket with purchase

The Colony Shop: Treats & $10 off boots or shoes

Dana Bushong Jewelers: Girl Scouts will be selling hot cocoa

Dawgs & Divas: Free coffee, tea & cocoa 20% off everything

Dollhouse Dreams: 25% off All Melissa & Doug Toys

Dodd Printing: Treats, Scented Stationary & Letters to Santa

Elks Club: Sandwhich Specials & Vendor Blendor

Faeth’s Cigar Store: 10% off Fishing Poles

The Fort Diner: Breakfast & Lunch Specials

Fort Mad Emporium: Free Pencil & 10% off

The Funky Cowgirl: Treats & 20% off

For more details click here or call 319-372-5471

Carriage Rides o Kids Crafts
Treats o Carolers o Polar Express

Visit/Santa from 10am - 'Noon at!SiP ¢ 7th'St.

Shop these downtown Businesses for sweet treats, good eats & great deals!

FMAAA: Decorate you own ornaments for only $5
Harvestville Farm Mercantile: 10% off one single item
Junque To Gems: Free cookies
Parthenon Restaurant: Free Ice Cream with every meal
Scrub Impressions: Free coffee, tea & cocoa 20% off
all regular items
SiP: Buy One Large Specialty Latte & Get One 1/2 price
The Schnitzelbank: Treats & 25% off Harvest ¢ Christmas
Decor & 10% off Candles
Stage 2: Treats & 10% off entire purchase
Under the Sun & Under the Sun Next Door:
Wine Tasting & Gourmet Food Sampling
The Victoria Gallery: Treats & 10% off Art Lessons ¢ Books
Velocity Dance & Tumbling: Free Mini Classes

Savekfor
dilidily,
year

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25%,

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
there to show you rates and terms that can help
you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank:

“Annual Percentage Yield as of 06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available
for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
weween
State Farm Bank, FS B, toen FDIC

1501580 Bloomington, IL

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA
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From the Front/Weather
Commission tables funding requests until January

TOURISM - Continued from Page 1

“I think you’re on
track,” Randolph told
Hellman, “ If someone
accepts public money

“It’s going into the gen-
eral fund of the historical
society,” Andrews said.
“So what I'm hearing is

for quite a few years. So
you have to decide if you
want to help their fund
balance so they can take

they are subject to public ~ that you don't think we it and move it and maybe

scrutiny.’ deserve anything at all” spend it on the battlefield,
“But my concern is Hellman replied that because they do have

that youre doing alot of =~ wasn't the case but she some large projects they’re

projects and throwing all ~ wanted a better account- working on.”

the money in the same ing of the funds. Hellman asked how
pot,” Randolph said. “And “I personally feel we much he had in the sav-
that’s a problem because should have a better ings account and Andrews
we don’t know where accounting of the funds said he didn’t have that
that money is going. And  that are going to NLCHS.  with him.

you're accepting dona- If nobody agrees with me Randolph also had

we'll move on and decide
how much we’ll do again.
But I think we need a
better understanding. If

tions and other funds and
that’s all going into the
same till”

Andrews said the

audit language put on the
agenda because he would
like the commission to
have the authority to re-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
North Lee County Historical Society President Andy Andrews tries to
help Fort Madison Mayor and Tourism Commission Chairman, Brad
Randolph, understand the group’s financial statement at Thursday’s

NLCHS has a non-profit
arm called Friends of The
Old Fort, which he said
is a subcommittee oper-
ating under the NLCHS
umbrella.

“You've accepted money
as a committee, but it’s
actually NLCHS? Is that
what you're saying?,” Ran-
dolph asked.

“Yes,” Andrews said.

Hellman said she wasn’t
in favor of continuing at
‘the current rate if that

money isn’t going to any-
thing new.

“When I looked at this,
and I'm not an accoun-
tant, but I didn’t under-
stand why there is no
balance sheet. If we keep
giving you the 9% we're
not investing in anything
else new and we're not
trying to generate any new
business at all. So we need
to decide if that money is
going to the right place”

Brush College is just going
to sit there, we should do
something with it”

Randolph involved City
Manager David Varley in
the discussion by asking if
a 7-year snapshot would
help clear up the financial
picture.

Varley said if the same
documents for the seven
years were provided in the
same format, it wouldn’t
help.

“If the numbers cover
the same time period no,
because you're getting
the same numbers for the
same time period,” Varley
said.

“By dumping them all in
one till, you can saythis is
going there and that’s go-
ing there but the bottom
line is you made $10,000
and that’s half of what the
city gave. And you have
$58,000 in the bank that
could carry a non-profit

Use Your Flex Plan

Dollars Before
They Expire!

quest, and pay for, audits
on entities that receive
more than $5,000 for two
years or more during any
three year period. The
commission usually caps
contributions to entities
at $2,500 per year and
reduces the amount they
get each year they come
back with hopes that the
events become self-sus-
taining. The NLCHS and
Fort Madison Area Artists
Association each get 9%
of the hotel/motel tax,
which would make them
the most vulnerable to an
audit by the commission.
The commission did not
ask for any audits, but did
table both groups’ fund-
ing request until January
when both groups were
asked to bring back more
clearly defined sheets.
Brian Riggs, director
of the FMAAA, also
presented to the board

City Tourism commission.

on his funding request.
The board seemed to be
more comfortable with
his financial documents,
but when Riggs brought
up that the FMAAAS rent
payments are going to-
wards the purchase of the
building, Hellman balked.

“So you'’re saying that
we're helping you buy that
building,” she asked.

Riggs said he could
show the hotel/motel tax
wasn't being used for that
purpose, to which Hell-
man said shed like to see
a better accounting of his
documents including what
savings the FMAAA had
on hand.

Riggs said the FMAAA
has had great successes
with lots of media cover-
age over the past year and
asked the commission

why the FMAAA and the
NLCHS each get the same
percentage. He said the
commission’s funding of
its history cumulatively,
which is close to $122,000
per year, including the
fort, the arts doesn’t get
the same attention.

The commission gives
the Old Fort $100,000
per year to the Fort and
then 9% to the historical
society. Riggs said if the
commission were to quan-
tify the results they would
see the FMAAA is doing
better than the historical
groups.

“We're the only entity
that’s been transparent
with their money and
some of the other entities
haven’t been so transpar-
ent”

Randolph said he is

not looking at going over
9% for either group and
is probably looking at
lowering it or capping the
amount because he feels
the fund is going to di-
minish in the near future.

Varley said the city is
looking at its first quarter
in 10 years where reve-
nues will be down and
is projecting close to a
$51,000 reduction in the
hotel/motel money, if that
carried through to the
22% decline in the last
reporting period.

In other action,

- the commission voted
to appoint Julie Hellman
as vice chairman of the
commission. The vice-
chair would preside over
any meetings the chair-
man wouldn't be able to
attend.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

SUN 19 Nov

Partly Cloudy

High —29.9° F | Low — 29.1° F
MON 20 Nov

Partly Cloudy

High—47.1°F | Low —45.8° F
TUE 21 Nov

Clear Skies

High—53.3° F | Low — 28.8° F

WED 22 Nov

Clear Skies
High - 31.6°F | Low — 19.7° F

LEC

International Eyecare Center THU 23 Nov
619 10th Street, Ft. Madison .
319-372-5181 Clear Skies

www.IEC2020.com High— 38.3° F | Low — 23.6° F
Limited time offer. Not valid with other discounts or insurance.
Some designers excluded.

OpenWeatherMa



http://www.IEC2020.com
http://www.webesalsa.com
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