
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Five candidates for the 
Fort Madison school 
board talked with about 
18 members of the public 
Monday as part of a 
forum put on by the Fort 
Madison teacher’s associ-
ation.

Rachelle Dravis, a Fort 
Madison Community 
School District teach-
er and member of the 
association, moderated 
the event held at the Fort 
Madison public library.

Candidates Jillian 
Troxel, Gunther Ander-
son, Gayla Young, Renee 
Ehlers, and Tim Wondra 
answered some questions 
that had been submitted 
earlier to the candidates 
and then fielded questions 
from the audience.

Wondra and Young 
are seeking re-election 
to the board on the Sept. 
12 ballot, while Troxel, 
Anderson, and Ehlers are 
both seeking a seat for the 
first time.

Troxel is a physical 
therapist at Fort Madison 
Community Hospital, An-
derson works at Pinnacle 
and is a member of that 
union’s executive board, 
and Ehlers works for the 
state of Iowa. Wondra co-
owns Wondra Chiroprac-
tic in Fort Madison and 
Gayla Young is a teacher 
in the Danville school 
system.

Brad Menke has also 
taken out papers to seek 
election but wasn’t able 
to attend due to a family 

emergency.
Due to the nature of 

the forum, the topics of 
discussion are broken out 
below with each candi-
date’s response below. 

What are the strengths 
of the district?

Anderson - The staff. At a recent trip 
to Harvestville Farms, I saw one of 
the parents speaking with one of the 
teachers and one of the students just 
collided with the teacher and gave her 
a big strong hug. This student has a 
close personal attachment with his 
teacher. And the teacher just continued 
the conversation and I welled up. I 
wish I had that kind of relationship 
with my teachers growing up.”
Ehlers. Staff is the greatest strength 
- the people in the trenches, the 
teachers, support staff, amazing 
janitorial staff, bus monitor. It’s those 
kinds of things and those relation-
ships. They have a vested interest 
in our children and our community.
Troxel - The people in the district, 
hands down, are its greatest strength. 
As a parent with my oldest in 
kindergarten we are just now getting 
to see those relationships develop. 
I remember during open house for 
kindergarten, I took my daughter and 
we didn’t know where we were going. 
Mrs. Purchatzke came up and said her 
name and said to our daughter, ‘I’ve 
been waiting to meet your for weeks!’, 
and my daughter took her hand and off 

they went and she didn’t look back.
Wondra - We’ve got some good pieces 
in place here. My daughter’s been 
through the district now. She’s a sopho-
more and we didn’t think it was possible 
to have a better teacher and then next 
year the same thing. I couldn’t be more 
proud of being a part of this district.
Young - Surprise. It’s unanimous. We 
do have the best staff from administra-
tion to everyone whether a para-asso-
ciate or a bus driver. The people that 
work here want to be here. They want 
to be a teacher here, a bus driver. 
Hand in hand everyone in this district 
realizes that we are good, but that we 
can always improve. Every teacher I’ve 
come in contact with is always looking 
at how to change their delivery to the 
student. Always looking to improve.

What are the greatest chal-
lenges facing the district?

Ehlers - I think one of our challenges 
would be, first off the elementary 
schools, we have to figure something 
out. We’ve pushed twice for a bond 
that has failed. If we renovate one then 
children are misplaced during that time. 
Or do we continue to try and build a 
new school again. We have to do some-
thing. We can’t keep putting money 
into something that isn’t worth saving. 
We have to progress. We can’t stay the 
same. If you put money into something, 
it comes back to you and we have 
to put money into these kids now.
Troxel - In a system like a school 
district there is a hierarchy in how 
information gets distributed. And 
information passes through filters on 
the way to the board room. The solution 

is accessibility and communication. 
It’s important to cultivate a relationship 
where communication takes place 
and all parties feel safe. We need 
to improve our intentionality from 
the classrooms to the boardroom.
Wondra - The budget is going to be 
the big issue. What’s happened in 
Des Moines with school funding is 
either small growth or no growth and 
that trend is going to continue. We’re 
going to have to be more efficient with 
our funds and continue to educate our 
leaders in Des Moines to not continue 
to cut our funding. The other thing that 
worries me is vouchers or savings 
accounts. Students now become much 
more mobile. If we lose students to oth-
er schools that funding goes with them.
Young- Definitely the financial aspect is 
our greatest challenge. Lately the state 
has really limited the amount of new 
dollars they’re sending to our districts.  
It affects everything from bus monitors 
to our teachers to make sure they are 
continuing on the pay scale, to safe 
buildings to every aspect. The biggest 
thing we can do right now is spend 50 
cents and get a hold of our legislators 
and beg them to extend the One-cent 
Local Option Sales Tax, which is the 
best way to fund brick and mortar im-
provements. That’s set to expire in 2029 
and when that goes we have to find a 
different way to fund our buildings.
Anderson - I look at it like a three-
legged stool -  school facilities, 
curriculum, and the staff are the legs 
supported by the budget and on that 
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From left to right Jillian Troxel, Gunther Anderson, Gayla Young, Re-
nee Ehlers and Tim Wondra, all candidates for Fort Madison School 
Board, answer questions Thursday night at a forum sponsored by 
the Fort Madison Education Association. Brad Menke, another can-
didate was unable to attend. 
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Facilities, budgets topics at candidate forum

See FORUM, page 16

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
group of about 23 peo-
ple met in Ivanhoe Park 

Thursday evening to dis-
cuss possible options to 
help solve issues associat-
ed with what they deemed 
as chronic bullying hap-
pening on and off school 
property.

The meeting was coor-
dinated by Lisa Martinez, 
who said she wanted 
to hold the session for 
people to discuss possible 
solutions to the issues go-
ing on, highlighted by the 
recent suicide attempt of a 
14-year old girl at the Fort 
Madison Middle School.

“I did send a letter to 

the superintendent telling 
her that I would love to 
volunteer my time in any 
way I could, but I haven’t 
heard anything back from 
anyone,” Martinez said.

“I went through the 
handbook and policy, 
but it doesn’t provide 
for anything the kids 
are doing good. Maybe 

some recognition for the 
kids doing goods things 
instead of bad. I also had 
an idea where I would 
like to do something 
where we had a weekly 
meeting where these kids 
can come and vent. The 
school is implementing a 

Bullying on the minds of community group
No school, city officials at 
Ivanhoe park gathering

See GROUP, page 6

FOOTBALL FRIDAY

Hounds 
go 2-0 for 
first time 

since 2010
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Yep. 
There’s something special 
going on at Richmond 
Stadium and the Hound 
faithful are rolling right 
along.

Head Coach Tony Shiff-
man and company have 
brought life and excite-
ment to the Fort Madison 
football scene (and by the 
way, Central Lee brought 
a little of its own) as the 

two com-
bined for 
92 points 
in a 56-35 
Hounds 
win Friday 
night.

The 
Hounds combined eight 
touchdowns, four from 
senior running back Alex 
Gully, and junior quar-
terback Lennon Barker 
threw for four more. The 
Bloodhounds took full ad-
vantage of seven turnovers 
by the Hawks to roll to the 
win.

It was the first time the 
Hounds have started 2-0 
dating back to the 2010 
season when they finished 
5-4 on the year.

It didn’t take long for the 
crimson and black to be 
standing on their feet. The 
Hounds kicked off and 
the Hawk’s Adam Rooney 
scampered 11 yards on 
See HOUNDS, page 17
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Tri-State Rodeo News

Fort Madison, Iowa

Scotts Miracle-Gro 
is a proud 

Gold Level Sponsor of the
Tri-State Rodeo

Get Your rodeo on at 

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

 319-372-8966
Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm
www.quarrycreek.com

Durable • 
Heavy Duty • 

Freezer Grade • 
American Made
Bison Coolers, 

Growlers, 
& Tumblers!

facebook.com/quarrycreek

Sidewalk 
Sales 

September 4th thru September 9th 
20% to 75% OFF Select Merchandise 

Receive a FREE 

Rodeo Ticket for 

Thursday Night

with $50 purchase of 

Wrangler Products

Licensed Cinch® Dealer Get all your favorite 
Cinch Boots & Apparel at Quarry Creek! 

Premium Elk & Buffalo Summer Sausage, Steaks, Roasts, Burgers & More! 
High in protein, Low in fat, Great for diets! 

Now in stock! 
Women’s Ariat®  
Cruiser Shoes!

Carhartts® 20% Off Apparel (in-stock only) 

Liberty Safe Gives 
You Peace of Mind!

Cinch®, Justin® & Ariat® 
Boots Just Arrived! 

Over 2500 pairs in stock
 to choose from!

NEW 

Large 
Selection
 In Stock! 

State Rep. Jerry Kearns (D-Keokuk) serves some pancakes hot off the griddle Saturday morn-
ing as part the annual Pancake Breakfast held on the Tri-State Rodeo grounds. The TRS rodeo 
got off to its Ready to Rodeo week Saturday with the Special Kids’ Rodeo at 10 a.m.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

https://www.scotts.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
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Lottery Numbers

 9/2
8 9 10 29 37
Hot Ball: 15
Sizzler: 3

 9/1 MID-DAY
1 4 3 

9/1 EVENING
3 4 3

9/2 MID-DAY
3 1 5 

9/2 EVENING
2 8 0

 9/1 MID-DAY
3 9 1 0 

9/1 EVENING
5 2 9 0

9/2 MID-DAY
2 7 5 2

9/2 EVENING
2 0 2 0

IOWA LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS

 9/2
6 21 41 52 62
Powerball: 26
Power Play: 2

9/1
4 13 31 50 64
Mega Ball: 12
Megaplier: 5

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
welcomes you to visit any 

one of our Branch Locations 
or ATM’s during your stay. 
Visit our website for a list of our locations

Pilot Grove • Houghton • Donnellson • West Point • Mt. Pleasant
Packwood • Winfield • Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Fairfield

Toll Free: 800.283.2265

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Pilot Grove Savings Bank welcomes our customers, 
friends and neighbors to the Tri-State Rodeo. 

We hope to see you there!

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 
 (319) 372-3614

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Local News/State News

Serving Southeast Iowa with over
150 Years of combined experience in 

residential, commercial and 
agriculture real estate! 

902 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, Ia 
319-372-4040

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

Build your favorite memories in the home of your dreams!

Welcome Back Tri-State Rodeo Fans!
Have A Great Time In Fort Madison!

1301 37th Street • Fort Madison, IA 52627
(319) 372-9145

www.larryholtkamp.com
Hours: 9 a.m. - Noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday through Friday

Insurance www.fbfs.com Investments

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC, University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266 877/890-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance 
Company, Western Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA Affiliates Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M093-ML BC (4-13)

Farm Bureau Financial ServiceS

End of Summer

SaleCLEARANCE

Spring & Summer 
Florals

Scarves, 
Jewelry 

& Handbags
Select Flameless

& Luminara 
Candles

Greenery, 
Lanterns
& Vases

includes: Stems, 
Candle Rings & Garlands

50% 
Off 

& More

50% 
Off 

20% 
Off 

50% 
Off 

Celebrating 40 Years in Business
Final Sales Going on Now at  The Avenue 

in Downtown Ft. Madison!

739 Avenue G
 Ft. Madison

(319) 372-2828
Monday - Saturday 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

40% Off Coloring Books, Pens & Markers

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
Every student. Every classroom. Every day...

www.holytrinityschools.org
Ft. Madison • West Point • St. Paul

Welcome 
all you 

Cowboys
& Cowgirls...

...We hope you 
enjoy the Rodeo! 

Iowa House now looking 
for student pages

DES MOINES - State 
Rep. Jerry Kearns (D-Ke-
okuk) announced this 
week the Iowa Legislature 
is looking for high school 
students to learn more 
about the legislative pro-
cess by applying to serve 

as a Legislative Page in the Iowa House 
of Representatives for the 2018 Legisla-
tive Session.

Legislative Pages provide invaluable 
assistance to representatives and staff 
by running errands, delivering messag-
es, and distributing bills and amend-
ments.  Pages also “staff ” committee 
meetings and help the chairperson 
by handing out materials during the 
meetings.  Pages will work with staff 

and representatives in the Iowa State 
Capitol building.

The Iowa House Chief Clerk’s office 
will be accepting applications until 
Friday, October 6, 2017. Guidelines to 
the program:

•    Must be 16 years of age
•    Applications are accepted for the 

Senate, House, or Legislative Services 
Agency

•    Uniforms are provided
•    Living arrangements are unsuper-

vised and must be found on your own
•    Students are responsible for trans-

portation to and from the State Capitol
•    This is a paid position.  Some 

excused absences may be permitted
•    Student is expected to be able to 

handle any school responsibilities
•    Parental permission is required to 

participate in this program
For more details and how to apply go 

to www.legis.iowa.gov/careers.

KEARNS

Students must be 16 
and needs parents OK

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Residents north of Fort 
Madison along 330th 
Avenue on the Rath-
bun water service were 
without water from 
about 8:30 p.m. to mid-
night Thursday night.

Bill Benjamin, a 
distribution supervisor 
for Rathbun Regional 
Water Association said 
Friday a coupler to a 

3-inch main cracked 
and had to be dug up 
and replaced. He said 
there were about three 
Rathbun trucks in the 
area of the Iowa State 
Penitentiary from 
about 8:30 til just after 
midnight. He said ad-
ditional utility trucks 
were on the scene to 
monitor the digging.

Larry Driscoll, Fort 
Madison City Works 
Director, said the city 
has a main in the area, 

but no city services 
were disrupted with the 
break.

Benjamin said water 
had been restored to 
the area by midnight.

“It happens some-
times. I don’t know if it 
was because the ground 
was so dry or what, but 
those things happen.”

The Iowa State 
Penitentiary is on Fort 
Madison’s water line so 
it was impacted by the 
water outage.

Thursday water outage 
hits 330th Avenue

RRWA, utility crews word until 12:30 a.m. 
fixing cracked coupler

THE BEST THING ABOUT 

IS MAKING THEM.

Everyone has the right to spend their 
final months free of physical, emo�onal 
and spiritual pain. Great River Hospice 
provides comfort, care and compassion 
allowing families to spend more �me 
together making memories.

Phone: 319-768-3350  Toll-free: 877-404-4766
www.greatriverhospice.org

http://seia.rapmls.com/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.holytrinityschool.org
http://www.greatrivermedical.org/hospice
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From the Front/Local News

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

We hope you 
enjoy the 

2017 Tri-State 
Rodeo Festivities!

Welcome 
Tri-STaTe rodeo 

FanS

Welcome Visiting Rodeo
 Fans & Competitors

The Fort Madison YMCA would 
like to make you as comfortbable

 as possible during your stay! 
We are open for showers! 

220 26th St
Fort Madison
319-372-2493

fortmadisony.org

tip line and they put out 
a notice on that today. 
That’s great and a step in 
the right direction, but 
maybe we need to give 
the kids a place and have 
adults there and let the 
kids vent.”

Heather Byrd, pastor at 
Living Hope church, of-
fered her space as a place 
for those meetings to take 
place.

“We run a recovery 
program for adults. We’re 
looking at doing at teen 
program and we have the 
space for it, but I don’t 
have the adult staff to do 
it, so I would need some 
help,” she said.

“There’s nothing for 
the kids in the middle 
school or high school to 
do. Being in this town I 
recognize the need. So 
I’m definitely open to any 
suggestions.”

One of the parents said 
her child tried to commit 
suicide two times while 
attending Fort Madison 
Middle School.

“As far as schools go, the 
schools need to be a bit 
more aggressive,” said Me-
lissa Boyd of Fort Madi-
son. “I read a little of what 
Erin Slater said and they 
talked about these two 
who went to seminars, but 
they need to be provid-
ing training to teachers 
and associates. Not just 
teachers - the associates 
have a lot of time with 

the students. Thankfully, 
this girl had a friend who 
reached out to someone.”

One of the parents in 
the group told a story of 
an incident with a child 
in the classroom. “Some-
body out and out, in a 
middle school classroom 
said,  ‘you’d be better off 
dead’ - and no one said or 
did anything when it was 
reported.”

Boyd said the school 
needs to be keeping a 
record of things that are 
said or reported.

Other parents pointed 
to the bullying being done 
by the privileged and pop-
ular kids, and cliques of 
kids, and said the parents 
and janitors and teach-
ers want to be the kids’ 
friends instead of doing 
their jobs.

“Everyone keeps talking 
about the schools, most of 
this doesn’t happen at the 
schools. It was so different 
back in my day it hap-
pened on the playground,” 
said Heather Brown, 
another concerned parent 
and advocate.

“There’s two different 
apps and I won’t let my 
daughter have either 
one. If you go to that 
school you can belong to 
a Facebook group where 
you can say whatever 
you want, whenever you 
want, anonymously. So I 
randomly ask her for her 
phone, I’ve been doing it 

for years and I go through 
it to check what she’s do-
ing and who she’s talking 
to.”

Several students were at 
the meeting as well, and 
their names will not be 
mentioned in this article. 
One of the students talked 
about the apps as a way 
for social bullying to take 
place.

Another student said 
they were punished for 
raising their voice in class 
to get someone to stop 
teasing them. The same 
student said bullying was 
so bad at school that they, 
too, attempted suicide.

“I was called the “re” 
word many times and was 
told that I suck and that I 
would be better off to go 
die in a hole.”

The student said the 
Middle School has a new 
program called PACK 
which is an acronym for 
Pride, Ambitious, Coura-
geous, and Kindness and 
as a a part of the program 
students are supposed to 
use lunch time to speak 
well of each other and 
work on positive com-
munications. But a parent 
said her daughter was 
made fun of because she 
was working the program.

Another student said 
the Yik Yak app is an 
anonymous comment app 
that some of the students 
are using as a vehicle for 
hateful comments, but it 

was not addressed with 
the school until one of the 
members of the adminis-
tration got mentioned in 
one of the posts.

“The things I heard 
were that people would 
post about raping people 
and I wouldn’t use the app 
because I was afraid of 
what people were saying 
about me or my friends. 
But nothing was done... 
until someone said some-
thing about the adminis-
tration, not the staff, but 
the administration,” the 
student said.

“Then we had a whole 
big talk about it, but not 
one thing happened until 
the administration was 
talked about.”

At Thursday’s candidate 
forum for Fort Madi-
son Community School 
district’s board, the last 
question posed to the 
candidates was how the 
district should address 

bullying.
Current board mem-

ber and candidate Tim 
Wondra said bullying has 
always gone on and steps 
need to be taken at all 
levels.

“We need to do a better 
job of fighting it. Super-
intendent (Erin) Slater 
and several assistant 
principals went to a state 
training program. Now 
we’re looking at an app 
where students can anon-
ymously report bullying 
they’ve experienced and 
it will go to a company 
that will send it back to 
the administration. That’s 
a good program, but the 
kids need to use it. They 
need to step up.”

Candidate Gunther An-
derson said the common 
response in schools is a 
zero tolerance policy.

“I like to look at things 
from every side and a 
common response for 

schools is zero tolerance. 
Zero tolerance too often 
gets interpreted as zero 
investigation and I know 
from personal experience 
when accusations are 
made and discipline is 
handed out -  you might 
be punishing the victim 
and the bully is sitting 
there with a smirk,” An-
derson said.

“They do not compre-
hend the harm they are 
doing. It’s not cruelty, 
it’s ignorance. They need 
guidance, but at the same 
time you can’t single them 
out for guidance. I’m 
wondering if a preemp-
tive program started very 
young is the way,” Ander-
son said.

Renee Ehlers asked her 
fifth grade son if anyone 
had talked to him about 
what had happened and 
said he didn’t know what 
had happened.

Students talk of suicide attempts at meetings
GROUP - Continued from Page 1

A little over 20 people met at Ivanhoe Park on Thursday night to dis-
cuss anti-bullying efforts in the community and school district.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
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Lee County 
Recycling Event
Wed., Sept. 13th

7am - 5pm
at the Ft. Madison 
GRRWA Location

2nd Annual 

Lee Countypresents:
Open to all residents of Lee County!

Commercial & Business Fees apply to all businesses who wish to attend

pREserve 
FREE RECYCLING:
APPLIANCES:  Residents may 
recycle one (1) household appli-
ance per family for free. Fees ap-
ply for each additional appliance. 
 
ELECTRONICS: Residents may 
recycle one (1) screened elec-
tronic for free. Fees apply for each 
additional screened electronic. 

Acceptable Computer Equipment: 
Monitors, Servers, Desktops, PC’s, :lap-
tops, Netbooks, Macs, Tablets, Keyboards, 
Mice, Speakers, Modems, Routers, Cables, 
Hardware, All Components & Accessories.
Acceptable Audio & Video Equipment:
TV’s, Blu-Rays, HD DVD, CD & DVD, Laser-
disc, Betamax, DVR’s, Cable & Satellite Re-
ceivers, Digital & Film Cameras, Amplifiers, 
Speakers, MP3 Players, Cassette Decks, 
Turntables, 8-Tracks, Boomboxes, Micro-
phones, Mixers Gaming Consoles, Handheld 
Systems, Games, Controllers, Headsets.
Misc. Electronic Equipment:
Telephones, Pagers, Cell Phones, Mo-
bile Accessories, Lithium Batteries, Re-
chargeable Batteries, Vehicle Batteries, 
Lamps, Personal Hair Care Appliances, 
Christmas Lights, Video & Cassette Tapes 
and Other Miscellaneous Electronic 
Equipment (NO ALKALINE BATTERIES)

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection:

Acceptable HHW Items: 
Fertilizer, Herbicides, Pesticides, In-
secticides, Swimming Pool Chemicals, 
Household & Auto Cleaning Products, 
Motor Oil, Antifreeze, Auto Batter-
ies, Lithium & Rechargeable Batter-
ies, Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners 
& Solvents, Propane Tanks & More!

reCYCLE for kids!
GRRWA will be accepting bicycles in any condition 
free of charge. Recycled bicycles will be refurbished   
and given to kids in need throughout our community! 

Meet
ROCKY the 

Recycler
3:00pm - 
5:00pm! 

GRRWA will be collecting eye glasses for the 
Lions Club Recycle for Sight program. 

Drop off your gently used eye glasses to help those in need. 

Great River Regional Waste Authority
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA 52627
1-319-372-6140

When Every Second Counts...

You Count On Lee County Bank!

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.22432501 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2218

504 Avenue D
West Point, IA 52656

(319) 837-6262

You’ll Thank A Bank Like Us...

www.leecountybank.com

Pizza
Beer & 
Wine

BRAD’S PAD
208 8th St. • West Point, Iowa

319-837-6332 • Open 7 Days A Week @ 11am
23 Specialty Pizza’s 

Including Our 
Famous 

Bonny’s Special
Create your own 

masterpiece!
Choose from 20 toppings 

& 3 crust options!

Appetizers • Soups • Salads
Sub Sandwiches • Cheeseburgers • 

BBQ Pork Sandwich • Chicken Sandwiches
Fish Patty • Hot Ham & Cheese

Tenderloin Sandwich 

CliCk Here to Join our FaCebook Family, 
CHeCk out our SpeCialS & View our menu! 

Dine-In, Carry Out & Delivery Available

Soft Serve Ice Cream  
8 Flavor Burst Flavors to Choose From!

Twisters • Shakes • Malts

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.leecountybank.com
https://www.facebook.com/Brads-Pad-110561978964166/
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Tri-State Rodeo Grand Champions
The most important 

Back To School supply: 
CLEAR VISION

Schedule your appointment today!

319-372-2321
716 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, IA

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. 
3rd Generation Optometrist

www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
      Like us on Facebook!

OUR SERVICES
• Glaucoma Diagnosis  • Eye Injury Treatment
• Cataract Diagnosis   • Family Eye Care
• Contact Lenses   • Frames & Lenses 
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis  • Pediatric Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment   • Macular Degeneration
• Eye Allergy Treatment    Diagnosis
• Eye Infection Treatment  

and so much more!

Back to School Eye Exam Specials 
going on now through September 29th!

Complete Eye Care Packages 
starting at

includes:
Select Frames & 

Scratch Resistant Lenses 
*See optician for details

Specializing in
Family Eye Care
and Treatment.

$93.00

when you buy a new set of 4 qualifying tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2017

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

Take the Money & Ride Fall Savings Event! 

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL INSPECTIONS  

GRIFFIN’S
Fall Coupons

Must mention 
“Pen City Current Coupon”
at time of service or show 

ad via your mobile 
device for savings!

Presorted
Standard

U.S. Postage
PAID

St. Louis, MO
Permit No. 2717

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-2478
www.griffinmuffler.com
DF2478

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion.See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 10/31/2017.
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offers. This is an in store dealer promotion.See store for 
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 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion.See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 10/31/2017.

Help promote fuel mileage, tread wear, 
and restore lost handling. Save on 

2 and 4 wheel alignments. 
Recommended every year/15,000 miles.

FREE

ALIGNMENT CHECK

 With purchase of 4 tires

SERVICE SAVINGS
ANY SERVICE 
OVER $50.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $200.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $100.00

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

$20 OFF

FREE
TIRE DISPOSAL  20 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

WITH PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.GRIFFINMUFFLER.COM 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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$5 OFF
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FREE

ALIGNMENT CHECK
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OVER $50.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $200.00
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OVER $100.00
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Click This Ad 
for more details or to schedule your 

appointment online!

Receive up to
$60 

Pre-Paid Visa Card
On a qualifying 

purchase of brake pads
Now through September 30th, 2017

Sign up for our 
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card today!

6 Mos. Special 
Financing On All 

Purchases of 
$199 or more. 

http://www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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Under the Friday Night Lights

926 Avenue G      Fort Madison, Ia 52627      319.372.3991

You’re the One® we’re here for at MidWestOne.

 MidWestOne.com Member FDIC

See us for 
all of your 

banking needs.
  

Click this ad to 
visit us online!

Summer may be over
 but there’s still a lot of 
great activities for all 

ages at the 
Fort Madison 

Public Library! 
Check out our 
September 

Calendar of Events 
online by clicking this ad 
or call 319-372-5721 for 

more information.  

1920 Avenue E | Fort Madison, IA 52627

 

Connect to our Catalog from your 
iPhone or Android device, 

visit our website to learn how!

Above, Lexi Miller, who’s organizing Help-
ing Hands For Harvey, flips the game coin 
to kick off the FMHS v. Central Lee football 
game. The pictures at right show some 
more of the action from Friday night’s 56-35 
handling of the Hawks.

http://www.midwestone.com
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com/index.aspx?nid=269
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/


10 - Pen City Current - Sunday, Sept. 3, 2017

Classifieds

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

28950 F
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To Contact Us regarding 
this Job, Scan this QR 
Code. For best results, 
please have the 
Job Number and/or 
Project Manager name 
available.

You’re
worthless.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than 
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov

T:7”

T:4.875”

http://themadison.biz/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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http://StopBullying.gov
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www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators
All shifts available
$8.75+/Hr.
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st Shift
$10.00/Hr.

Hamilton, IL

Marketing
1st Shift

Pay Based on Experience
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st and 2nd Shift
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Fort Madison, IA

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Packer
All Shifts Available

$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.
Keokuk, IA

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Sunshine Child Care 
is now hiring for a part 
time/full time position. 
We are looking for a fun, 
outgoing, energetic indi-
vidual who loves working 
with kids to join our team. 
Apply within at 210 8th St 
West Point or call 319-837-
6966 and talk to Stepha-
nie for more information.

Bus Drivers 
Needed

We are currently in need 
of bus drivers for athletic 
events and occasional day-
time trips. Pay is $16.00 an 
hour. Drivers will need to 
have all standard CDL licens-
ing requirements for driving 
a school bus. If interested, 
please contact John Goetz 
at the Jr./Sr. High - john.
goetz@holytrinityschools.
org or 319-372-2486 x2.

Now Hiring
1st Shift

Marketing Position
in Ft. Madison

Team Staffing Solu-
tions is now hiring for a 
1st shift Marketing posi-
tion in Fort Madison. Pay 
is based on experience.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Downstairs, 2 bdrm in down-
town Fort Madison. Washer 
& dryer included, security 
cameras throughout prop-
erty, off-street parking. No 
smoking, $500 deposit, 
$800 rent- includes all util-
ities except cable/Internet. 
Call or text (319)371.7753.

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

Classifieds

http://www.teamssi.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:john.goetz@holytrinityschools.org
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
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Of the WEEKHome

$309,900
Listing #20165295

2160 Grand Venture Ave
Fort Madison, Iowa

3 bedroom, 4 bath, 3 car garage
Amazing home, in a private, wooded, 7.5 acre country setting just minutes from Ft. 
Madison!! Upon entering the foyer you see the open staircase and formal living room 
with a beautiful stone fireplace. There is a formal dining room with plenty of space for 
entertaining your guests with a meal prepared in a kitchen that is a chef ’s dream! Am-
ple counter space with a large island, pantry & tons of storage. A family room, break-
fast eating area, mudroom/laundry room, half bath, large screened in porch and huge 
wrap around deck finish off the first floor. The second floor boasts a master bedroom 
with a private deck, walk-in closet, the luxurious master bath includes a whirlpool 
tub and walk-in shower. There are 2 more bedrooms & another full bath on the 2nd 
floor. The lower level includes, a rec room, TV room, & full bathroom. A beautifully 
landscaped 1.5 acre yard including a fenced in back yard completes this perfect set-
ting. Approx 6 acres is timber and ravine woods. Call your favorite Realtor today!! 

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

http://seia.rapmls.com
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Tri-State Rodeo Grand Champions

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing 
companies has immediate openings for

highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS 
EVERY TUESDAY

9AM-3PM

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com

Christmas 
in the heart of Dixie

December 4-10, 2017
Savannah, GA // Asheville, NC // Nashville, TN

Spend a week in some of America’s most beloved and historic 
southern cities! Enjoy time in Savannah, Asheville & Nashville 
when the south becomes a wonderland full of events, shows, 
parades, and places serving up scrumptious holiday meals!

Tour includes:
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• On-board friendly host
• Hotel Accommodations in the Historic District / 12 Meals
• “A Christmas Tradition” at the Savannah Theater
• Guided trolley tour of downtown Savannah
• Hop on/off privileges of Savannah Trolley Tours
• Free time in Savannah Historic District/Ellis Square
• Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Home Tour 
• Holly Jolly Trolley Holiday Tour
• Davenport House Tour
• Free time in Market Area & Riverstreet in Savannah
• Tour of the Savannah Bee Company
• Biltmore Estate’s Deerpark Restaurant Dinner 
•Candlelight Tour of the Biltmore Estate
• Grand Ole Opry performance at the Ryman

Single $2,105 // Double $1,900 per person

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
www.trailwaystravel.com

3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601 Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

• 24 Hour Service • Never An Overtime Charge 
•  Best Price & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
Nauvoo, IL: 217-453-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: 
www.yourheatandairguy.com

 Like us on Facebook!

Our Crew
Welcomes 
You to the 

2017

Tri-State
Rodeo

820 Ave. G    Ft. Madison, Ia
877-875-6500

Open: Tues thru Sat 9am to 6pm
www.dollhousedreams.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Hand Scooped Ice Cream
Old Fashioned Fountain Drinks

Panini’s • Kids Meals 
Homemade Desserts 

& Coffees

Under New Management

Build A Bear

Shop Online at www.dollhousedreams.com

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Christmas-in-Savannah-Asheville-Nashville-2017
http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://www.dollhousedreams.com/


Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition
Monday & Tuesday, September 4 & 5

due to the Labor Day holiday

Breaking news will continue to be published to our website
www.pencitycurrent.com
and through our social media channels as it happens.

The e-Edition will resume publication on 
Wednesday, September 6.

Please celebrate safely.

PO Box 366, Fort Madison, IA 52627
News (319)371.1670 • Advertising (319)371.4125

Great River Hospice staff will help 
participants complete advance directives

14 - Pen City Current - Sunday, Sept. 3, 2017

HTC Sports

2nd-ranked Lady Crusaders 
roll hosts Van Buren

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

 
KEOSAUQUA - The Holy Trinity Catholic girls volleyball team downed Van 

Buren on the road Thursday night to highlight Southeast Iowa Superconference 
action.

The 2nd-ranked Lady Crusaders (2-0) got some stellar serving from multiple 
players led by seniors Maya Rashid, who went 19-20 behind the line with two aces 
and Sam Hoenig, who was 17 of 17 starting the point. Junior Elysa Pothitakis was 
15 of 16 with two aces as well.  Pothitakis is 34 of 36 on the year with five aces. 
Taylor Boeding had a couple aces on 7-7 serving.

Van Buren was 7-1 coming into the game with their only loss a 0-2 setback at 
Wapello on August 21.

‘We only missed three serves on the night and that helped keep Van Buren out 
of their system,” said Head Coach Melissa Freesmeier.

“It was a fun game. We got to play some really long rallies. The scores may be 
a little lopsided, but Van Buren can put up a big block and they can dig so, it was 
fun for our kids to be able to go in and compete and know we can win against 
some really good teams.”

Junior Emily Box, who leads the SEISC south in kills per set at 7.33 once again 
dominated at the net for the Crusaders. She had 21 kills on the night and leads the 
conference in kill efficiency at 52%. Senior Madison Mohrfeld had six kills fol-
lowed by junior Taylor Boeding with five, Eryn Anderson with four, Hoenig had 
two and Rashid had one.

“Box had another big night for us and Maya did a great job distributing the ball 
to our hitters, but our stats were pretty evenly rounded after that and that’s what 
we need and what we want,” Freesmeier said.

Defensively, Pothitakis led the ladies in blue with 26 digs, Box had 21, Hoenig 
had 14, Rashid 11, Boeding had eight and Anderson had seven. Box also had four 
blocks on the night and Rashid had three.

The Crusaders host their first home match of the season Tuesday against 
WACO.

HTC’s Maya Rashid (19) and Sam Hoenig, try to block a kill from West 
Burlington earlier this week. The Crusaders are 2-0 on the season after 
downing Van Buren in three straight on Thursday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

HTC boys take 3rd in Keokuk
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK - The Holy Trinity boys 
cross country team motored to a solid 
third place finish at the Keokuk Invita-
tional meet Thursday afternoon.

HTC’s Matt Hellige finished third in 
the meet that also included Class 3A 
powerhouse Illini West and Missouri’s 
Clark County.

Head Coach Matt Mohrfeld said he 
was pleasantly surprised by the compe-
tition level of the Crusaders.

I was just real proud of every runner 
and really impressed with the level that 
we ran at,” Mohrfeld said Saturday.

Hellige finished with a 3rd place 
overall time of 17:42 to pace the blue 
boys, who finished third with 80 points 
behind Illini West’s 37 and Clark Coun-
ty with 57.

Blake Crabtree took 16th place 
overall with a time of 20:00 and Jacob 
Mohrfeld finished in 18th place with a 
20:25 time.

Mohrfeld said he was impressed 
with how HTC was able to group those 

mid-level finishes together.
Ben Abolt was just behind Jacob 

Mohrfeld with a 20:48 time good for 
19th place. Adam Rauenbuehler - 
21:02, Brant Holtkamp 21:23 and Josh 
Barr 25:43 rounded out the scores for 
the Crusaders.

“Matt Hellige finished 3rd overall and 
probably ran the best executed race of 
his life. He was calculated and ran his 
own race was very strategic and dropped 
some serious time from a year ago. He 
looked really good,” Mohrfeld said.

“Blake Crabtree had a solid run. Jacob 
Mohrfeld really surprised me coming in 
third for the team and that was a perfor-
mance that come out of the blue for us.”

In the junior varsity event, Chandler 
Rung finished at 22:46 good enough for 
2nd place. Wyatt Hellman clocked in 
at 25:48 for 5th place and Kyle Scheetz 
finished at 26:32 in 7th place.

Philip Goldie ran the 1.5 mile middle 
school event for the HTC boys at 8:07 
which was first overall in that meet.

Elliot Postulek finished the girls 1.5 
mile run at 12:51 for 12th place.

The teams run Tuesday at Van Buren 
at the Riverview Golf Course.

28950 C
Ad Council
MMYBRPP 22005
everybody hates you 
5.7x21

 100%
 None

 5.7” x 21”
 None

  
T.Bartolucci

  
Kim Oetting

 
Kim Oetting

 George Maravegias

 9-10-2012 12:51 PM 

 9-10-2012 4:24 PM

 9-10-2012 12:51 PM

 9-10-2012 4:24 PM

 None

 

 

ad-council-from-standards_ko.ai, waitt_violence_white.ai, dept-of-edu-white.
ai, freetobe-white.ai

 

Tungsten (OpenType)

 

Black

: Filexchange-ClientJobs:Volumes:Filexchange-ClientJobs:Ad_Council:Current:Jobs:28950_bullying:28950_C_p7_everybody_hates _you_5_7x21.indd

 28950_C_p7_everybody_hates _you_5_7x21.indd  Indesign CS5.5 7.5

C M Y K

To Contact Us regarding 
this Job, Scan this QR 
Code. For best results, 
please have the 
Job Number and/or 
Project Manager name 
available.

Everybody 
hates
you.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov

T:5.7”

T:2
1

”

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://greatrivermedical.org/events/life-is-your-art-advance-directors-ipost
http://StopBullying.gov


Pen City Current - Thursday, Sept. 3, 2017 - 15

Tri-State Rodeo Grand Champions

Instantly on each gallon of EasyCare® Ultra Premium 
Interior or Exterior Paint or Woodsman Stain*

$10 OFF

Limit 5 gallons per household. $50 maximum coupon value. Consumer is 
responsible for all taxes and fees. Certain exclusions apply. See store for details. 

Offer valid at participating True Value Stores 8/30-9/10/17. 

Receive Instant Rebates 
with your True Value Rewards Card!

Save $4.00 on 1 Gal. Zinsser Primer, Sealer & 
Stain Killer with your True Value Rewards Card

Limit 3 per household with 
True Value Rewards Card. 

Consumer Responsible for taxes. 

16.99
-4.00

Sale 
Price
Instant 
Rebate

FINAL PRICE

$12.99
$3.99
60 yd. x 0.94 in. 
Scotch BlueTM 

Original Multi-Use 
Painter’s Tape.

1.41 in. wide $5.99
1.88 in. wide $6.99

Ft. Madison • Mt. Pleasant • Burlington • Grimes
Visit us online for more incredible savings: www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Sale ends 
9.10.17

Helping you 

Call us or visit our website to find your perfect property.

find the perfect property
– it’s what we do.

610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
KLM REALTY

319-372-1919

Every Cowboy Needs A Home!

Wever (Main Bank)
319.372.5141

3542 168th St. • Wever, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Burlington Branch
310752.6200

3131 Sunnyside Ave. • Burlington, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Denmark Branch
319.528.4222

106 Academy • Denmark, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Fri.

Built on Tradition, Trust, and Teamwork

Welcome Tri-State Rodeo Fans

We invite you to 
visit one of our 

3 locations
or check us out 

online:
www.fsbwever.com

We are ready for the new school season.
 

ACT prep, Academic support, 
Culinary lessons, fun & great food!

Come visit us and check out our new kitchen.

807 Avenue G • Ft. Madison

319-250-9052

visit us www.tkef.org

24 Hour Towing Service 
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

(319) 372-6959
715 13th Street

Fort Madison, IA 52627 
www.rivercitymotorsplus.com

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

Kick up your Boots & 
Enjoy the Rodeo!

We welcome you to stop by 
and say “Hi” during your 

visit to Ft. Madison! 

5025 River Valley Road
Fort Madison, IA. 52627

(319) 372-8611
www.sunnybrookftmadison.com

http://kempkerstruevalue.com/
http://www.keepinglivesmoving.com
http://www.fsbwever.com
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.sunnybrookftmadison.com


sits the student body. And in this district, 
the facilities’ leg is too short and the 
student body is falling. One of the 
issues I heard for why it didn’t happen 
was a lack of communication. I didn’t 
personally feel that way, so I don’t 
know if we can try again, but if I had a 
spot on the board I would make sure 
they have the information they need.

Where would you limit budget cuts?
Troxel - If elected I’m eager to learn 
more about the district’s finance through 
personal development. I would not 
endorse any funding cuts that hurt our 
teachers or staff. At first look I’ve read 
that we’ve lost tens of thousands of 
dollars in the school lunch accounts. 
There’s an inefficiency there and I can 
say I’m sure the FM school system isn’t 

the only district that has struggled with 
those accounts, but would also say there 
are other districts that are succeeding 

with that. That’s 
one of the places 
I would look first.
Wondra - I’ll give 
the unpopular 
answer on this 
one.. Nothing is off 
limits. Unfortu-
nately when you 
put limits on this 

you put yourself in a box. When it comes 
to this kind of thing you have to think 
outside the box, be open to all kinds 
of ideas. But what I would push for is 
whatever has the least impact on the 
students. You do what you can that’s 
best for as many students as possible.

Young - This is probably the hardest 
part of being a school board member. 
What are you going to do to balance the 
budget. My answer will not be the pop-
ular answer. It’s the same as you do at 
home when your income drops, you don’t 
say I’m not going to get groceries. You 
almost have to do an across the board 
tightening of the belt. That’s not the 
popular decision. I believe you have to 
take into consideration what effects the 
least amount of students. One small area 
you can’t cut is children with IEP or 504 
plans that require full time associates.
Anderson - I’m gonna get rebellious 
with this one. I do not make deci-
sions until I’m confident I’ve gathered 
as much information as I can. So 
until I have the budget in front of me 
I will not say what I will or won’t do. I 
can’t answer this question as I won’t 
pretend to know more than I do.
Ehlers - I lack the knowledge of this 
budget, but I’m going to answer because 
I’m going to be honest. We can’t have 
35 kids in a class. The other issues are 
salaries and health insurance. We don’t 
have a union anymore, we don’t have 
seniority. How do we know our best 
teachers aren’t going to go somewhere 

else.  Our class 
sizes are pretty big 
and we can’t cut 
anymore teachers.  
Even though 
the budgets are 
tight, there are 
groups that we 
can build stronger 
to help with 

some of these problems.

What is your opinion of 
Chapter 20 legislative changes?

Wondra - They suck and they need to 
go backwards. They need to go back to 
how it was before the governor came 
in and stripped it all out of there. It’s a 
weakness right now. You lost a lot of 

good teachers out of Wisconsin when 
they did that up there. If the trend contin-
ues you’ll lose them here. That’s one of 
the first things we need to see happen.
Young - It really put the staff in a precar-
ious position. What the legislative branch 
thought was a good idea has backfired 
and you’re almost at will now with the 
administrator. My day job isn’t a board 
member, I’m a teacher so this is scary. 
Probably one of the lowest moments 
of things done in the legislature ever.
Anderson - It’s disgusting to tell people 
what they can and can’t negotiate on and 
it hurts both sides when you take away 
bargaining chips. It’s helped no one.
Troxel -  Five years ago when that 
change hit Wisconsin there was a 
mass exodus. Iowa is known for having 
great teachers and that’s its strength.
Ehlers  - Hopefully there will be a 
change and I would support that change.

What is the value of pre-
school in the district?

Young - Every child should be entitled 
to a preschool education. Our standards 
for what we expect our students 
to be able to do has become more 
rigorous. That’s one of our goals at Fort 
Madison is to make curriculums more 
rigorous. A lot of children need two 
years of preschool to be successful.
Anderson - Preschool is useful even for 
the children who have a stay-at-home 
parent. That’s incredibly uncommon to-
day, but even for those children with that 
advantage, preschool helps give them 
that structure for social skills. You can’t 
give that to them at home. It prepares 
them educationally and socially as well.
Ehlers - Preschool is very important. 
I work with a gentleman on child 
advocacy. When Central Lee opened 
up a new preschool with 80 slots I 
was like Oh my gosh we’re gonna 
lose some kids because of all those 
slots. We need to be competitive. 
We lose one kid to Central lee that’s 
6,200/year. By the time they’re out of 
preschool and are ready for the next 
step they’re gonna go to Central Lee.

Troxel - Having one child that just went 
through preschool and another that’s 

getting ready, 
I’m a huge 
proponent. 
I can’t say 
enough about 
how much that 
has helped 
their social 
development. 
For working 
families in a 
situation like 

that it might be hard to get children 
to other facilities so it would great 
to have them in the schools.
Wondra - Preschools get the kids off 
to a very good start. Way back when I 
was kindergarten, you colored, tied your 
shoes, played on the playground, took a 
nap, and had your milk. Now kindergar-
ten is closer to where 2nd grade was. 
The two in the district, the Carousel and 
YMCA programs, are two good programs 
and we should work on expanding that.

How do we solve inequities in 
elementary class sizes?

Anderson - Build a new el-
ementary school.
Ehlers - You have to think about moving 
those kids and you don’t want to move 
those kids. I would try to find the most 
reasonable solution to make sure you 
have the lowest amount of kids without 
uprooting them for just one year.
Troxel - The school district I came from 
was Rochester and graduated with 420 
people. When I was in 6th grade I started 
at one school and the boundary lines 
changed and was transferred to another 
school. I know this district has a flexible 
boundary and there is a degree for 
parental request for open enrolling. The 

solution bigger 
districts have 
done is change 
boundary lines 
and certainly if 
we built another 
building that 
would solve 
the problem.
Wondra - 
Easiest answer 
is to build 

a new school. Simple answer is take 
five kids and move them over, but the 
problem is uprooting kids who have gone 
through several years then transition 
them to a new school and then send 
them over to the middle school. Also 
an issue is multiple kids from the same 
family. One option would be to working 
with parents to possibly move the 
students and explain the issue and see if 
we could get volunteers to transfer over.
Young - Definitely one building would 

solve most of those problems. Having 
enforced caps on class sizes. You’re 
not going to have a kindergarten with 
more than 20 or a 3rd grade class with 
more than 25. Communication may 
help find parents willing to move to a 
different building. What will happen 
is people will start looking at class 
sizes in other districts and people 
will move to other districts if they feel 
their child will have a smaller class.

What is your opinion of 
year-round schooling?

Troxel - I certainly am open to it. Where 
I’m from in Rochester they did year 

round 9 weeks on 
3 weeks off. I’m 
a daughter of a 
teacher and the 
educators that did 
that in that district 
loved it. If it comes 
down to a dollar 
and cents issue I 
would have to see 
those to compare 

apples to apples and see how that would 
work. A red flag would be child care. 
Would daycare providers adapt to that.
Wondra - I’m all for looking at it, granted 
we have to have facilities to do that. I will 
not subject those kids to those elementa-
ry buildings at 130 degrees. Until we get 
facilities we can’t look at year-round.  It’s 
still the same 180 days, but you have to 
balance that out with the education. That 
break over the summer the kids drop 
off. That first month, teachers spend 
time reteaching what was already taught 
the year before. With year round you’d 
have a lot less of that learning loss.
Young - Definitely. I am a proponent of 
year round school. It’s the same 1,040 
hours the state mandates, it would just 
be spread out. As an educator, I spend 
the first four to six weeks reviewing 2nd 
grade as a third grade teacher, but you 
definitely need the new building. When 
a student leaves in June they don’t 
pick up a pencil or a book for the next 
6 weeks minimum. Our educators are 
too valuable to spend so much time in 
reviewing of skills the students have lost. 
I’m a fan when we have the facilities.
Anderson - I love it, Obviously a lot of 
logistics need to be worked out, but it’s 
no different than working out the logistics 
for nine months on and three months off. 
They’ve discussed 6 weeks of relearning 
and it’s exhausting sitting at a desk lis-
tening to someone for nine months. After 
nine months straight, they’ve checked 
out.  From a family perspective now 
you have three months every year and 
everyone’s trying to squeeze vacation in. 
If you can do that for three weeks every 
nine weeks it’s easier on family life.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 03 Sep

Partly Cloudy
High – 80.0º F | Low – 69.6º F

MON 04 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 85.8º F | Low – 69.1º F

TUE 05 Sep

Light Rain
High– 69.5º F | Low – 56.8º F

WED 06 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 65.3º F | Low – 47.6º F

THU 07 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 71.7º F | Low – 53.9º F

OpenWeatherMap
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Fort  Madison United Methodist  Church

A Tradition For Over 50 Years!

Rodeo Luncheon
Saturday, September 9th
Serving begins after the 

Rodeo Parade till 1:00pm
Chicken & Loose Beef Sandwiches
Homemade Ice Cream, Desserts

& MORE!

9th Street & Avenue E 
Fort Madison

WEST POINT CARE CENTER
319-837-6117 • 607 N. 6th St. • West Point, Ia

“Where Care is at the Heart of what we do!”

~ Long Term Nursing Care
~ Short Term Rehabilitation

~ Respite Care, Skilled Nursing
~ End of Life Care

~ On-site Therapy Room
~ High Staff to Resident Ratio
~ Individualized Care Plans

~ Daily Recreational Activities
~ Home Cooked Meals

~ Private & Semi-Private Rooms

Call to schedule a private tour 
and assessment today!

Members of the Iowa Health Care Association and American Health Care Association

When it comes time to retire your favorite boots let 
West Point Care Center help bring you comfort. 

We Place People First
Welcome Cowboys & Cowgirls!

Team Staffing is proud to 
support the local 

Tri-State Area Rodeo!

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Candidates discuss year-round school, Chapter 20 
FORUM - Continued from Page 1
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EHLERS
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https://www.facebook.com/FortMUMC/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/West-Point-Care-Center/166849326660395
http://www.teamssi.com


the first play from scrim-
mage. Quarterback Austin 
Gaylord threw down the 
right hash and Shaymour 
Redd-Donald picked it off, 
patroling the right sec-
ondary, and returned it all 
the way to the 4-yard line 
before Gully punched it in 
on the next play.

But the Hawks, who 
had several long sustained 
drives on the night, took 
the kickoff and marched 
down the field in 8 plays 
using four different run-
ning backs before Adam 
Rooney popped it in from 
six yards out to tie the 
game at 7 all.

Senior Shance 
Redd-Donald brought the 
next kick off back over 
midfield to the Hawks’ 48 
and the Hounds offensive 
line and Gully went to 
work again. Gully took the 
first two snaps of the se-
ries for six yards and then 
broke off the right side for 
a 42-yard touchdown run. 
An AJ Nolting extra point 
made it 14-7.

The Hounds got the first 
defensive stop of the night 
on the next series when 
they bottled up Rooney 
on two straight plays and 
then held Gaylord to a 
4-yard run to force the 
4-and-out.

Central Lee returned 
the favor on the Hounds 
next possession forcing 
the Hounds to punt on 
4th down.  But Shance 
Redd-Donald came up 
with two big plays in the 
next series, including a 
9-yard sack of Gaylord on 
2nd and 6. On the next 
play, Redd-Donald picked 
off Gaylord and almost 
returned it for a pick six, 
but got pulled down at the 
2-yard line.

The senior, an all-dis-
trict player in 2016, said 
this game meant a lot to 
him this year.

“It meant a lot. I mean, 
they smoked us last year. 
This year we came out 
aggressive in the first half 
and then even came out a 
bit more aggressive in the 
second half,” he said.

He said the success with 
Barker is good communi-
cation.

“I give him a little heads 
up before I run the route. 
He knows what to do 
and I go finish it for him,’ 
Redd-Donald said.

Barker said it’s 
Redd-Donald’s athleticism 
that makes the duo work.

“We’ve been at it for a 
long time now,” Barker 
said. “He’s just great at 
what he does, that’s it.”

Gully, who finished the 
game unofficially with 

21 carries for 220 yards, 
scored on the next play for 
his third touchdown of the 
quarter and Nolting added 
the extra point to make it 
21-7 Hounds.

After a couple of 
changes of possession that 
took the game through 
the first quarter and into 
the second, the Hounds 
were forced to punt on 
their first possession of 
the second quarter and 
the Hawks returned it 
to the Hounds’ 47. Then 
Rooney took a sweep right 
and found no room, so 
doubled back to the left 
and outraced every Blood-
hound to the other side 
of the field and down the 
left sideline for a 47-yard 
touchdown run to bring 
the Hawks within eight, 
21-13.

Fort Madison got stuck 
again on a four and out 
with Barker punting from 
the shotgun. But Hounds 
defensive coordinator 
Luke Rickelman figured 
out the Hawks next series, 
forcing a punt to the 
Hounds’ 36. The Hounds 
couldn’t convert a first 
down on the next series 
and punted back to the 
Hawks who ran two plays 
and coughed up a pitch 
that was recovered by 
senior Lorenzo Riles who 
returned it to the 8 yard 
line.

Gully and Barker com-
bined for 7 rushing yards 
on three carries to get the 
ball to the one, but the 
Hawks defense held and 
they took over at the one. 
A turnover would once 
again plague the Hawks, 
wiping out a nifty 15-yard 
cutback run from Rooney 
that gave the Hawks a first 
down. But on 3rd and 11, 
Gaylord lofted a dump 
pass over the middle that 
was bounced around by a 
couple of Hounds before 
senior Tyler O’Tool came 
down with it.

This time Shiffman bait-
ed the Hawks with a play 
action to Gully and Barker 
hit Shance Redd-Donald 
on a floater down the right 
side for the pair’s first of 
three touchdowns on the 
night to give the Hounds 
a 27-13 lead with 1:18 left 
in the half. The Hawks 
ran a couple of plays after 
the kick and then let time 
expire on the first half.

The Hounds took the 
kick off at their own 15. 
Gully rushed for 20 yards 
on the next two carries, 
and sophomore Diego 
Lozano rattled off 11 yards 
on the next carry to get 
to the Hounds 45. Barker 
and Redd-Donald hooked 

up again on the next play 
for a 55-yard scoring 
strike down the middle of 
the field. A botched snap 
led to a firedrill of sorts in 
the backfield and holder 
Barker found Riles in the 
back of the endzone for 
a two-point conversion 
and the Hounds were in 
business 36-13.

Shiffman said the 
Barker-to-Redd-Donald 
dynamic is good, and bad.

“It’s a double-edge 
sword. It’s good that 
they’re connecting, but it’s 
bad because we have so 
many other options,” he 
said. “Every quarterback 
has a safety blanket and 
for Lennon that’s Shance 
right now and Shance goes 
up and gets it and makes 
plays.”

The Hawks put to-
gether another sustained 
drive and went 90 yards 
in 12 plays capped by a 
Rooney 15-yard run to 
close the gap to 36-21. 
But Fort Madison came 
right back again running 
Gully and Lozano five 
running plays before 
Barker and Redd-Donald 
hooked up again, this 
time on a 26-yard strike 
to the west endzone where 
Redd-Donald took a pop 
from a Hawk on his way 
down and held onto the 
ball falling backward and 
the Hounds up 42-21.

Central Lee still 
wouldn’t go away and 
used a mix of four ball 
carriers in six plays 
before Gaylord got loose 
down the right side for a 
43-yard touchdown run 
to keep it a two-score 
game at 42-28 with most 
of the fourth quarter left.

“I was a little nervous 
with that score in the 
fourth quarter,” Rickel-
man said.

But the Hounds offen-
sive line opened up some 
huge holes for Gully on 
the next series with a run 
of 15 yards on 1st and 10. 
Then he took the next 
snap, moved down the 
line looking for hole, and 
then popped through 
into the secondary and 
was off to the endzone to 
make it 49-28.

Gully said the offense 
was more productive this 
week than last week’s win 
over Davis County where 
he rushed for 157 yards 
and three touchdowns.

“I’m seeing bigger 
holes, the offensive line 
is popping big holes and 
I’m just running through 
them as hard and as fast 
as I can,” Gully said.

Folowing the kickoff, 
Gaylord dropped back 

to pass on a first down 
and O’Tool picked off the 
attempt moving backward 
on a ball thrown over his 
head. Gully rushed again 
for 12 yards on the first 
carry and Lozano took the 
next four carries a total 
of 29 yards before getting 
held to no gain on 2nd 
and 6. Quentin Estrada 
then snuck through the 
line and into the endzone 
where Barker found him 
all alone for the Hounds’ 
final score.

Central Lee again put 
on an offensive clinic with 
a 15-play, 57-yard drive 
capped off by a 7-yard 
strike from Gaylord to se-
nior Aaron Wills moving 
left into the endzone.

Shiffman said he can see 
why Central Lee’s attract-
ing votes for a top-10 2A 

team.
“Those are some really 

tough kids who hit hard 
and can play. I talked to 
Nick before the game and 
those kids he brings are 
tough, good football play-
ers. They’re gonna make 
some noise in 2A.”

He said at the outset 
with the scoring exchang-
es he was a little frustrated 
at execution, but he and 
the team settled in.

“We weren’t executing 
as well as we should have. 
But I’ve got great coaches 
on the sidelines and in the 
booth and they reigned 
me in and we got going on 
the right direction.”

Rickelman said the 
Hounds were able to 
capitalize on the Hawk 
turnovers.

“These guys are play-

makers. When these guys 
saw an opportunity, they 
took it. This was a very 
good running team and 
they’ve got some playmak-
ers on their side of the 
ball. I would have liked to 
hold them tighter in the 
fourth quarter, but I’m 
proud of the way these 
kids played tonight,” Rick-
elman said.

Unofficially, Shance 
Redd-Donald had four re-
ceptions for 105 yards and 
three touchdowns. Barker 
went 6 of 11 for 119 yards 
and four touchdowns on 
the night. The Hounds 
had four interceptions and 
recovered two fumbles on 
the night.

The Hounds travel to 
Oskaloosa on Friday night 
for their first road game of 
the season.
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From the Front/Sports

Great River Hospice staff will help 
participants complete advance 
directives

Hounds starting to 
feel it after 2-0 start

Hounds QB Lennon Barker sets up to hit Shance Redd-Donald (2) 
who’s streaking down the left side here. The two connected on a 55-
yard touchdown on the play.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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