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Shirai takes a little America back to Japan
BY ANIAH ROSS

PCC FMHS INTERN

FORT MADISON - Macaroni and cheese, tennis and 
a little drama, highlighted the past school year at Fort 
Madison High School for a Japanese foreign exchange 
student.

As a sophomore here in the United States, Miho Shirai, 
spent the year learning about American culture including 
music, sports, theater, family, and even snackables, before 
having to return to her home country earlier this month.

Shirai said she wanted to come to America because her 
mother spent her teenage years here and she wanted to 
share in that experience.

“The biggest reason is my mother spent 
her teenage years in America, and I want-
ed to be like her who is always positive 
and happy person,” Shirai said. “On the 
other hand, I was interested in living in 
other country without staying with my 
parents. Also I wanted to learn English 
and make friends in America.”

While in Fort Madison, Shirai stayed with Rob and 
Katherine Nall. The Nalls have put their own children 
through FMHS and one of the children, Lia, is in the 
same grade as Shirai.

See CULTURE, page 8

SHIRAI

Area girl killed in Sunday ATV mishap

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

PILOT GROVE - An ATV accident this morning 
in north Lee County has claimed the life of an area 
girl.

West Point Fire & Rescue, Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Department, and Lee County EMS were paged to the 
1400 block of Pilot Grove Road at approximately 9:07 
a.m. Sunday morning to an accident involving a side-
by-side all-terrain vehicle carrying three juveniles. 

According to the Iowa State Patrol, the 2018 Pols 
Ranger was traveling northbound on Pilot Grove 
Road when the incident occurred.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said the Iowa State 
Patrol is handling the investigation into the accident. 

A spokesperson for the Iowa State Patrol confirmed 
the death Sunday afternoon, but said no additional 
information would be available until the accident 
scene investigation is finished. 

No other injuries were listed on the accident report 
issued Sunday evening. The driver was listed as a 
juvenile.

Lee County EMS transferred the victim to Henry 
County Health Center in Mt. Pleasant where she was 
pronounced dead.

Morning ride along Pilot 
Grove Road ends in tragedy

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Summer reads bring 
different styles, themes
I’m going to recommended a slew of books for this 

summer’s reading, starting with “Varina,” by Charles 
Frazier; “The Nix,” by Nathan Hill; and “Mrs. Fletcher,” by 
Tom Perrotta. All three of these books were reviewed on 
NPR, and all three employ a suspect writing technique that 
I find questionable—shifting point-of-views back and forth 
between first person (“I”), to third person (“he” or “she”), 
and even to second person (“you”). 

It seems to be a fad that I find confusing, but contem-
porary writers call “creative” and a convenient segue 
to flashbacks or flash-forwards. Humpf. Where I come 
from, changing point-of-view was a sure-fire slap on the 
typewriter fingers. Can’t a writer just tell a story anymore 
without jumping around like a Mexican jumping bean? 
But such is the state of literature today. Like all fads (ax 
throwing, for example), maybe it will burn out over time. 
Or get worse.

Charles Frazier, author of “Cold Mountain” has a 
new book, “Varina.” Not only does Charles Frazier shift 
narration in “Varina,” but he doesn’t use quotation marks 
around dialogue. “Heavens to Murgatroyd!” as Snaggle-
puss would say. What purpose this serves, I have no idea, 
except that it may lend a feeling of surrealism to the story. 
Just a guess. If Frazier hadn’t written “Cold Mountain,” I 
probably wouldn’t have tolerated such a prose infraction. 
But “Varina” is quite an intriguing, intricate story set in 
post Civil War America. Told from the view point of an 

See SWARM, page 3

The Fort Madison 
Rotary Club held 
its annual Picnic 

in the Park on 
Sunday evening 
in Central Park. 

The annual event 
brings families 

out to showcase 
the park and raise 
funds for general 
maintenance and 

to support the City 
Band that plays on 

Sunday nights in 
the parks gazebo.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Lunch & Learn
Dedicated  to learning  

about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday 
of each month 

in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click to visit our website. 

Click this ad to register online!

OBITUARIES

MARTIN “MARTY” JOSEPH 
HELENTHAL

Martin “Marty” Joseph Helenthal, 48, of Keokuk, IA, died Thursday, June 21, 2018 
at the University of Iowa Hospital in Iowa City, IA, surrounded by his life partner 
and close family.

He was born on February 9, 1970 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Joseph 
Martin and Glenda Hale Helenthal.

He had been employed at Creative Hardware Manufacturing, Inc. 
in Keokuk for over 20 years.

Marty loved the outdoors and spending time in nature and on the 
river. He was an avid NASCAR fan and loved rock music and paro-
dies. Marty was the best dad and grandpa that anyone could ask for. 
His daughters and granddaughter were his pride and joy.

He is survived by his life partner of thirty years, Denise Steenberg 
of Keokuk, two daughters, Destinee Steenberg (Todd Murphy) of 

Burlington, IA and Jocee Helenthal of Keokuk, one granddaughter, Kinzley Mur-
phy of Burlington, his mother, Glenda Dochterman of Keokuk, one sister, Sherry 
Hall (Randy) of Hamilton, IL, a niece and nephew, Dana Clatt of Cedar Rapids and 
Dustin Clatt (Sarah Cooper) of Keokuk, his in-laws, Sonja and Bill Stottlemyer of 
Keokuk and several aunts and uncles.

He was preceded in death by his father, Joseph Helenthal, his stepfather, John 
Dochterman, his grandparents, Glenn and Alletia Hale and Mildred and John 
Helenthal.

A Gathering of Remembrance for family and friends will be held on Tuesday from 
5 pm – 7 pm at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk.

Memorials may be made to his family or the American Heart Association.
On-line condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HELENTHAL

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

LCHD hospice workers 
making connections

Provided by Lee County Health Department - Hospice

LEE COUNTY - Being a hospice 
social worker can be difficult and 
rewarding profession all at the same 
time. The Social Worker meets with 
families to discuss what is ahead of 
them on the end-of-life journey, they 
connect families to needed community 
resources, and they help make those 
final wishes a reality. For Lee County 
Health Department-Hospice, Margaret 
Cook, BSW, has been part of hospice 
families journey for the past 10 years.

When a referral to hospice is made, 
Margaret, and one of the hospice nurs-
es, go to meet with the patient and the 
family to begin the discussion of what 
is to come. “That first meeting there 
are always a lot of questions because 
families want to know what and when 
things are going to happen,” states 
Cook. “And that is the most difficult 
part about the job because we don’t 
have those answers.” Instead she moves 
the focus to what she can do make 
their remaining days together memo-
rable.    

The main goal for the Hospice Social 
Worker is to focus on those final wish-
es of the patient. For example, making 
sure the patient is where they want to 
be when they die. “We’ve had patients 
who are in a nursing facility, and they 
want to go home one final time,” says 

Cook. “So we will work the family, our 
staff and volunteers, and resources to 
make that happen.” Cook adds that 
depending when a patient is enrolled 
she will work on completing the “Five 
Wishes” with them. The Five Wishes 
can assist families to know exactly 
what sort of care their loved one wants, 
and help guide them through the tough 
decisions that have to be made.

“I always hope to get a patient in 
time to go over the Five Wishes,” adds 
Cook. “I have witnessed many families 
feeling like they don’t know what to do, 
and I have witnessed families with the 

Margaret Cook, LCHD Social 
Worker, meets with a family 
member to review LCHD-Hos-
pice services.

See HOSPICE, page 4
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 6/23 MID-DAY
0 8 4

6/23 EVENING
8 2 8

6/23 MID-DAY
5 6 8 6

6/23 EVENING
7 4 0 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 6/23
16 29 43 45 56 
Powerball: 25
Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

6/23
2 17 22 30 37 

Star Ball: 8
All Star Bonus: 5

Nothing compares to the Iowa State Fair!
After you’ve spent a day with us at the Fair, you will fully understand that 
“Nothing Compares”. From every imaginable kind of “food-on-a-stick”, 
zany events in Pioneer Hall such as the “cow chip throwing contest”, 4-H 
exhibits, chainsaw artists, the butter cow, livestock shows, the big boar 
winner, photography exhibits, the Bill Riley Talent Sprouts, hundreds of 
vendor exhibits, free daily musical entertainment, and more, you will find 
that nothing truly compares to the great Iowa State Fair!

Internationally acclaimed, the Iowa State Fair is the single largest event 
in the state of Iowa and one of the oldest and largest agricultural and 
industrial expositions in the country. Annually attracting more than a 
million people from all over the world, the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines 
is Iowa’s great celebration, a salute to the state’s best in agriculture, 
industry, entertainment and achievement. It is the true heartbeat of the 
Midwest, unequaled and unduplicated!

$65 per person

Iowa State Fair
tuesday, August 14, 2018 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK NOW!

Knudson joins surgical team
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The 
General Surgery Clinic at 
Fort Madison Communi-
ty Hospital is pleased to 
welcome General Surgeon, 
Dr. Rachel Knudson. Dr. 

Knudson 
will join Dr. 
Riggs Bagan 
in the clinic.

Dr. 
Knudson is a 
Board Certi-
fied General 

Surgeon and has been part 
of the medical staff at Skiff 
Medical Center in Newton, 
Iowa for the past four years.  
She received her Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine De-
gree from the Kansas City 
University of Medicine and 
Biosciences in Kansas City, 
Missouri and completed 
her General Surgery Res-
idency at Mercy Medical 
Center in Des Moines. She 
also holds an Adjunct Clin-
ical Faculty position at Des 
Moines University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine 
and Surgery.

“Being a general surgeon 
allows me the opportu-
nity to be a vital part of 
my patient’s health care 
team – from prevention, 
to discussing treatment 

options to post-operative 
care. Spreading awareness 
to increase the number of 
people who undergo their 
screening colonoscopies 
is very important to me. 
It is rewarding to remove 
large polyps that otherwise 
may lead to colon cancer 
if not removed; preventing 
someone from having to go 
through surgery and can-
cer treatment is an incredi-
ble privilege,” expressed Dr. 
Knudson. “Working with 
breast cancer patients is 
also very rewarding for me. 
I try to see them as soon 
as possible after diagnosis 
and spend as much time 
as needed discussing their 
treatment options and 
finding the one that is best 
for them. I enjoy collab-
orating with the other 
providers involved in their 
care as well. Developing 
long term relationships 
with these patients is very 
satisfying.”

Dr. Knudson became 
interested in pursuing a 
career in healthcare after 
taking a certified nurse’s 
aide course in high school 
and working at the Iowa 
Veteran’s Home. “I really 
enjoyed the relationships 
I developed with the 
residents and decided I 

wanted to be a physician 
during that time in high 
school.” The relationships 
she develops with her 
patients continues to drive 
her success, “I know I am 
providing excellent surgical 
services when patients 
refer their family members 
and friends to see me for 
their care - this is the ulti-
mate compliment, proving 
they trust their loved ones 
health care to me.”

Dr. Knudson and her 
family are looking forward 
to making Fort Madison 
their home.

“I grew up in a small 
town, and I chose a rural 
community for my first job.  
I enjoy the close relation-
ships that develop when 
working in a small hospital 
and living in a more rural 
community.  Farmers are 
my favorite patients.  My 
grandparents farmed in 
West Burlington, and now 
my Uncle lives on their 
homestead,” commented 
Dr. Knudson.

Dr. Knudson will start 
seeing patients the first 
week in July. Appointments 
can be made by calling 
319-376-2134, phones are 
answered starting at 7:00 
a.m. Monday through 
Friday.

KNUDSON

Flow styles tough to 
swallow for aged writers

ex-child slave attached to 
Jefferson Davis’ household, 
Varina is the teenage bride 
of Jefferson Davis, who, as 
you know, was the President 
of the Confederate States. 
Following the war, Jefferson 
Davis flees in one direction, 
chased by the U.S. Army, 
and Varina in another, 
hounded by bloodthirsty 
mobs looking for Confed-
erate gold. Jefferson Davis 
winds up captured and 
ready to defend the Con-
federate States’ constitu-
tional right, as he sees it, to 
secede—a challenge the U.S. 
Government doesn’t partic-
ularly want to face. Varina 
lives to tell her story—a 
titillating work of historical 
fiction. Question: Why were 
Confederate soldiers, such 
as Lee, not prosecuted for 
treason, but Davis was?

If you like sentence length 
that lasts for a page-and-
a-half, then “The Nix,” by 
Nathan Hill is for you. It’s a 
madcap story with a sixties 
backdrop of a boy who 
becomes a man in search 

of his hippie, war-protester 
mother, a coming-of-age 
novel with a lot of internet 
gaming and fast turns and 
twists. Take shelter from the 
summer heat with this na-
tive Iowan’s debut tragicom-
ic, unputdownable tall tale.

“Mrs. Fletcher,” by Tom 
Perrotta is not so much 
about the woman (third 
person narration) as it is 
about the son (first person 
narration). So why isn’t 
the son’s name used for the 
title? I haven’t the foggi-
est idea. No matter. “Mrs. 
Fletcher” is about the choic-
es we make, who we are, 
and where we belong. I even 
learned a new acronym—
MILF. “50 Shades of Gray 
Lite” might be another title 
for “Mrs. Fletcher.” Fasten 
your seat belts.

Any book by Jim Harri-
son, and there are a bunch 
of them, are worth reading. 
Harrison is best known for 
“Legends of the Fall.” Any 
book by John Gierach is 
also a lot of fun. Gierach 
writes about trout fishing, 

which is really about life. 
Richard Russo (“Nobody’s 
Fool”) and Michael Chabon 
(Pulitzer Prize Winner in 
2001) have new book titles 
out.

Andrew Sean Greer, 
winner of the 2018 Pulitzer 
Prize for his book, “Less.” 
Speaking of the Pulitzer 
Prize, the winner in fiction 
for 2018 is Andrew Sean 
Greer for his book, “Less.” 
I just started reading it and 
can’t put it down.

BTW, many of the new 
books nowadays deal with 
LGBTQ issues. These very 
talented writers are com-
ing out of the closet in 
droves and writing with 
passion and sensitivity. It’s 
the dawning of a new era 
in literature. Stay cool this 
summer.

Have a good story? Call 
or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 39-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on 
Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in 
Farmington.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1
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Five Wishes be more at 
ease with the decisions 
they have made.”

The final wishes can 
also make memories hap-
pen. “We had a patient 
that loved Santa Claus, 
so we made that one final 
visit with Santa happen. 
Seeing the patient’s face 
light up is something I 
will always remember.”

Hospice is the prepara-
tion for the end-of-life for 
a loved one. Lee County 
Health Department-Hos-
pice offers bereavement 
services for families after 
their loved one’s journey 
has ended. A few weeks 
after a patient passes 
Margaret will contact the 
family to see how they 
are coping, and to offer 
bereavement resources. 
LCHD-Hospice offers 
home visits with Marga-

ret or a trained volunteer, 
newsletters, or connects 
them with an area sup-
port group. “We know 
what it is like to lose a 
loved one that is why it 
is so important to us to 
stay connected with the 
families,” adds Cook.

Throughout her Social 
Worker career Margaret 
has worked with all ages 
from toddlers and teens 
to now the dying, but 
she says they all have one 
thing in common, “they 
are all just trying to figure 
out the life they were 
given.”

Lee County Health 
Department – Hospice 
began offering hospice 
services in 1989; making 
them the first hospice 
in Southeast Iowa. They 
serve Lee, Des Moines, 
Henry, Van Buren coun-

ties in Iowa, and Hancock 
and Henderson counties 
in Illinois. For more 
information on the Lee 
County Health Depart-
ment-Hospice services 
call (319)372-5225 or 
visit www.leecountyhd.
org.

Being a hospice social 
worker can be difficult 
and rewarding profession 
all at the same time. The 
Social Worker meets with 
families to discuss what 
is ahead of them on the 
end-of-life journey, they 
connect families to need-
ed community resources, 
and they help make those 
final wishes a reality. 
For Lee County Health 
Department-Hospice, 
Margaret Cook, BSW, 
has been part of hospice 
families journey for the 
past 10 years.

When a referral to hos-
pice is made, Margaret, 
and one of the hospice 
nurses, go to meet with 
the patient and the family 
to begin the discussion 
of what is to come. “That 
first meeting there are 
always a lot of questions 
because families want 
to know what and when 
things are going to hap-
pen,” states Cook. “And 
that is the most difficult 
part about the job be-
cause we don’t have those 
answers.” Instead she 
moves the focus to what 
she can do make their 
remaining days together 
memorable.

The main goal for the 
Hospice Social Worker 
is to focus on those final 
wishes of the patient. For 
example, making sure 
the patient is where they 

want to be when they die. 
“We’ve had patients who 
are in a nursing facili-
ty, and they want to go 
home one final time,” says 
Cook. “So we will work 
the family, our staff and 
volunteers, and resources 
to make that happen.” 
Cook adds that depend-
ing when a patient is 
enrolled she will work 
on completing the “Five 
Wishes” with them. The 
Five Wishes can assist 
families to know exactly 
what sort of care their 
loved one wants, and help 
guide them through the 
tough decisions that have 
to be made.

“I always hope to get a 
patient in time to go over 
the Five Wishes,” adds 
Cook. “I have witnessed 
many families feeling like 
they don’t know what to 
do, and I have witnessed 
families with the Five 

Wishes be more at ease 
with the decisions they 
have made.”

The final wishes can 
also make memories hap-
pen. “We had a patient 
that loved Santa Claus, 
so we made that one final 
visit with Santa happen. 
Seeing the patient’s face 
light up is something I 
will always remember.”

Hospice is the prepara-
tion for the end-of-life for 
a loved one. Lee County 
Health Department-Hos-
pice offers bereavement 
services for families after 
their loved one’s journey 
has ended. A few weeks 
after a patient passes 
Margaret will contact the 
family to see how they 
are coping, and to offer 
bereavement resources. 
LCHD-Hospice offers 
home visits with Marga-
ret or a trained volunteer, 
newsletters, or connects 
them with an area sup-
port group. “We know 
what it is like to lose a 
loved one that is why it 
is so important to us to 
stay connected with the 
families,” adds Cook.

Throughout her Social 
Worker career Margaret 
has worked with all ages 
from toddlers and teens 
to now the dying, but 
she says they all have one 
thing in common, “they 
are all just trying to figure 
out the life they were 
given.”

Lee County Health 
Department – Hospice 
began offering hospice 
services in 1989; making 
them the first hospice 
in Southeast Iowa. They 
serve Lee, Des Moines, 
Henry, Van Buren coun-
ties in Iowa, and Hancock 
and Henderson counties 
in Illinois. For more 
information on the Lee 
County Health Depart-
ment-Hospice services 
call (319)372-5225 or 
visit www.leecountyhd.
org.
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL
for greater community health & safety

Great River Regional Waste Au-
thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility. 
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling 
for our employees. A similar sharps 
disposal bin will soon be available at 
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staff 
and our community members is of 
the upmost importance and we urge 

our residents to use regulated con-
tainers specifically made for sharps.  
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic 
jugs or bottles containing sharps 
in your recycling tote or in any 
non-designated bin at our drop off 
sites.

HOSPICE - Continued from Page 2

Hospice workers help bring closure for families

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?
Visit these Fort Madison neighborhood 

watch groups at RiverFest Fort Madison 
2018 for more information.

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1574131209554770/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/742909882536500/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1563343443950722/
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FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Get that 
BRIGht WhIte

SMILe
YOU’Ve aLWaYS

 Wanted Professional TeeTh WhiTnening

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
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FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WELCOME
Pen City Current

is excited to 

Deva
Ross

as the newest member 
to our team

Deva has joined Pen City Current as our Help Wanted 
Representative. When your business has open posi-
tions, Deva will work with you to develop an advertising 
campaign to attract the best candidates possible. Contact 
Deva today to get started.

(319) 316-2548
devar@pencitycurrent.com

www.pencitycurrent.com

#FirstFreshLocal

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:devar%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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Classifieds/Public Notices

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

Holy Trinity
Catholic Schools 

Now Hiring 
for 2018-2019 
School Year

We are seeking innovative 
and qualified individuals to 
join our staff for the 2018-
2019 school year. We have 
the following positions avail-
able:

•	 Secondary English
•	 Spanish (Gr. 9-12)
•	 Administrative Assistant 

to the Business
Manager (25-40 hours)

Please send resume,
cover letter and

list of references to:
Michael Sheerin
2600 Avenue A

Fort Madison, IA 52627
michael.sheerin@holytrinityschools.org

Resumes can also be 
dropped off at the above ad-
dress.

HELP WANTED

28950 C
Ad Council
MMYBRPP 22005
everybody hates you 
5.7x21

 100%
 None

 5.7” x 21”
 None

  
T.Bartolucci

  
Kim Oetting

 
Kim Oetting

 George Maravegias

 9-10-2012 12:51 PM 

 9-10-2012 4:24 PM

 9-10-2012 12:51 PM

 9-10-2012 4:24 PM

 None

 

 

ad-council-from-standards_ko.ai, waitt_violence_white.ai, dept-of-edu-white.
ai, freetobe-white.ai

 

Tungsten (OpenType)

 

Black

: Filexchange-ClientJobs:Volumes:Filexchange-ClientJobs:Ad_Council:Current:Jobs:28950_bullying:28950_C_p7_everybody_hates _you_5_7x21.indd

 28950_C_p7_everybody_hates _you_5_7x21.indd  Indesign CS5.5 7.5

C M Y K

To Contact Us regarding 
this Job, Scan this QR 
Code. For best results, 
please have the 
Job Number and/or 
Project Manager name 
available.

Everybody 
hates
you.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov

T:5.7”

T
:2

1
”

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 

June 26, 2018
MEETING 

CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.

LOCATION:
Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, June 19, 2018 
Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Amending Ap-
propriations for FY 18 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

Contracts with Iowa Bridge 
and Culvert for Culvert 
Replacement on 130th Street 
and 310th Street

Review and Consider A 
warding Bid for Fuel for 
Secondary Roads, Conser-
vation and Sheriff Consider 
Approval of Increase in Fees 
for Lee County EMS 

Review Bids and Consider 
Awarding Bid for Gener-
ators for Administration 
Building and South Court-
house

Receive and File the Pub-
lication of Salaries for FYI 9 
Personnel Actions:

A.Transfer from Audi-
tor’s Office to Community 
Services

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SPECIAL MEETING

June 25, 2018
6:00 P.M.
AGENDA

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum 

II. Recognition of guests 
III. Approve the agenda
IV. Approval of property/

casualty and workers com-
pensation insurance program  
Property/Casual/Workers 
Comp proposals

V. Consider approval of 
Tiffany Wibbell as third 
grade teacher at Lincoln

VI. Consider approval of 
salary lists

a. FMEA Salary and 
Teacher Salary Supplement 
List 

b. Teacher Leadership 
Compensation Stipend

c. Teamsters Unit 2 
Custodians/Maintenance/
Mechanics

d. 12 Month Secretaries  
e. Food Service Staff  

Food Service Staff
f.  Administrators/Direc-

tors/Support Staff  Admin-
istrators/Directors/Support 
Staff

VII. Pre-School 28E 
Agreements

a. YMCA
b. Carousel
VIII. Consider approval of 

the 2018-2019 Meal Prices
IX. Adjourn

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Nissa 
(319)520.8953

Shawna 
(319)470.0622

Lee 
(319)371.4125

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:michael.sheerin@holytrinityschools.org
http://StopBullying.gov
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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www.drmarkdds.com
Schedule your appointment today.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

East meets west
WE’RE NOW LOCATED IN 2 OFFICES TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein
 
Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday
8:00am-5:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
 

Wednesday & Thursday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry EAST
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 25 Jun

Very Heavy Rain
High– 72.4º F | Low – 71.6º F

TUE 26 Jun

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 82.5º F | Low – 68.1º F

WED 27 Jun

Light Rain
High– 83.6º F | Low – 79.3º F

THU 28 Jun

Light Rain
High– 88.9º F | Low – 80.0º F

FRI 29 Jun

Light Rain
High– 87.7º F | Low – 79.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

 Like us on Facebook!

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Every Day is Ladies Day 
 at Griffins

• Friendly, Welcoming and Informative Service
• Courteous, Honest and Highly Trained Staff
• Customer-Friendly Detailed Digital 
   Vehicle Health Reports
• Clean Female Friendly Waiting Area w/ Free WiFi
• Delivery & Pick Up Availability 

As a Woman Owned and Operated Auto 
Service and Repair Facility, we work hard 
to accommodate our female customers!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More
Excludes tires and batteries.

Cannot combine with any other
offers. One time use. Valid for

a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

Battery     Suspension
All Fluid Levels

Radiator & Coolant
Tires Lights

PLUS Road Test

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

X

X

X

X

X X

Register to win our 
“Every Day is Ladies Day” 

Gift Basket!
Over $400 in Goodies including:
Car Safety Kit, Chocolates, Wine, 

Bath & Body Kit, Hawkeye Blanket, 
Coffee/Soup Mug w/ Lid, Massage 

Gift Certificate, and MORE!

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT SERVICE!

“We were like real sisters,” Nall said. “Sometimes we 
would pick on each other and I’m sure there were times 
when we got a little irritated with each other, but that’s 
just how sisters are.”

Shirai said she made a lot of friends during her time 
in Fort Madison. Through basketball, band, tennis, and 
other school and extracurricular activities she said she 
found a friend from every corner of the school and a 
culture she appreciated.

“I can do the things that I want. Like being part of 
many clubs and being free to wear whatever I want,” she 
said.

Shirai said the food in America was something she 
specifically enjoyed.

“I like mac and cheese, and I have never had it before 
I got here. Also I really like Mexican food which is not 
really big thing in Japan rather than in America. I love 
the restaurant Pancheros,” she said.

Shirai said she wanted to get involved in many activi-
ties at the high school.

“Throughout this year, for sports, I got involved in 
cross country, basketball, and tennis, and for the other 
activities, I got involved in marching band, jazz band, 
show band, drama club, and DECA. I was involved in 
marching band and cross country right after I got here. 
All the friends I made in those activities were so nice, 
and I was helped by them a lot,” she said.

She said marching band was not common in Japan and 

being a part of that group and getting to wear a uniform 
and march with hundreds of other students was some-
thing special to her. Music and other theater arts like 
drama are not activities she can participate in in school 
back in her country.

“After drama ended, I got involved in jazz band and 
show band and started practices. I was playing the piano 
in both bands. In my school in Japan, I cannot do either 
of (those) activities, it was cool and I had a great time 
and great experiences.”

During that time she also got involved with basketball, 
a sport she had never played before. But she said those 
sports helped her stay in shape during “Gaining Season”, 
which is the holiday season in America.

“I got involved in basketball. It was the biggest chal-
lenge for me, because I have never played basketball be-
fore,” she said. “But playing sports during gaining season 
(Thanksgiving and Christmas) helped me a lot to keep 
myself in shape, and I got many good friends.

“At the same time, I got in DECA, and by learning 
about businesses, my vision about my future changed a 
lot. I also got great friends.”

The last sport she played before leaving for Japan 
was on the Bloodhound tennis team where she exceled 
having had training in Japan. Shirai and doubles partner 
Katie Larson took 8th place at the state tennis meet in 
May.

“Last but not least, I am involved in tennis, and I am 
having amazing time with my team members and coach,” 
she said during the season. Having team dinner with 
them after meets, making friends in other schools, and 
singing in the van are really fun. I am definitely going to 
miss them after I go back to Japan.”

Many times Shirai had been asked if she could stay 
any longer, but, like most foreign exchange students, she 
must return to her home country.

Exchange student developed close ties with FMHS students
CULTURE - Continued from Page 1 “I like mac and cheese and I have 

never had it before I got here. Also, 
I really like Mexican food which is 

not really a big thing in Japan rather 
than in America.”

 -Miho Shirai,
2017-18 FMHS foreign exchange student

http://www.griffinmuffler.com

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Health News
	Local News
	The Kensington
	Burlington Youth Triathlon
	Fort Madison Family YMCA
	KLM Realty
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Health News
	Local News
	Opinion
	From the Front
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Trailways Travel
	Health News
	From the Front
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Fort Madison Neighborhood Watch Groups
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Public Notices
	Help Wanted
	StopBullying.gov
	Pen City Current
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
	From the Front
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


