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FMHS girls get first win of the year at
home Wednesday night.
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Proposed budget shows lower levy rate

Preliminary numbers may
change at Feb. 12 workshop

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison residents may be
getting a bit of good news from the city as a proposed
budget for next year shows a 33.4 cent drop in the city’s
levy rate.

City Administrator David Varley and
city staff have put together a prelimi-
nary budget that includes a 15.564 gen-
eral mil levy. That number compares
to the 2017-18 fiscal year budget levy
of $15.911. That number is the amount
the city collects per $1,000 of assessed
valuation of city residential, commercial,
and industrial property.

The city is maxed out on its $8.10/$1,000 regular
general levy, an amount capped by Iowa law, so they

VARLEY

Courtesy photo

Accepting a check from Melissa Flowers and Justin Menke of Pilot Grove Savings Bank are
Middle School Principal, Todd Dirth, Donna McVeigh, and her eighth grade class.

Pilot Grove gives FMMS finance program

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON -A local bank has donated a fi-
nancial literacy program to be used at the Fort Madison
Middle School as part of an ongoing commitment to
local students and educators.

Pilot Grove Savings Bank has donated Ramsey
Solutions’ Foundations in Personal Finance curriculum
to FMMS. The curriculum, Foundations in Person-
al Finance, was selected to teach financial literacy to
students and it includes textbooks, videos, and online
budgeting tools for more than 120 students to use in
the classroom.

“One of my favorite things from personal finance
is that this is something we will use in the real world.

We've been seeing how to budget and save money;” said
eighth grader Sylvia Jerden.

Ft. Madison Middle School and Pilot Grove Savings
Bank were in support of a curriculum that teaches
students the value of saving, spending, and giving.
Dave Ramsey’s Foundations in Personal Finance was
selected by Ft. Madison Middle School because it utiliz-
es a blended learning model that meets standards and
benchmarks in all fifty states and Jump$tart nation-
al standards. Eighth grade teacher Donna McVeigh
claims, “Teaching kids about using money now allows
them to learn the value of having a budget, using cash,
and saving money before they actually get to the work-
ing world” The program has been taught in more than

See FINANCE, page 8
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are permitted a .27/1,000 emergency levy. Outside of
the $8.10, the city levies for liability, property and any
self-insurance costs, local emergency management
services, employee benefits such as retirement, and
debt service. The city can also levy on agricultural land
but at a reduced $3/1,000 assessed valuation rate. Out-
side of the agricultural levy, those levies total $15.564.
The levy is the lowest since FY2014 when it was set at
$14.89.

See BUDGET, page 8

Green featured artist for
February at FMAAA

BY BRIAN RIGGS
FMAAA Director

FORT MADISON - FMAAA gallery welcomes
some vibrant color and brushstroke into the dreary
and cold February month in order to warm the hearts
of Midwestern landscape lovers with the watercolors
of Jamie Green. Jamie hails from Quincy, Illinois and
works in pencil, pen&ink, watercolor, and mark-
er. Reception for the artist occurs this Friday from
5-7pm at 825 Ave G. Show sponsored by HyVee of
Ft. Madison. Receptions are always free and open
to the public. Start your weekend with visual trek of
the Tri-State region landscapes. Jamie likes to work
from local architecture and historical landmarks. He
exclaims, “I want people to view my work and say ‘I
remember that!’

Jamie studied art at Culver-Stockton College and

See FMAAA, page 8

»

Jamie Green’s watercolors, like the one
shown above, will be available as part of the
February exhibit at the FMAAA at 825 Avenue
G.
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

., is Now seeing patients
on Wednesdays
In the downtown
Fort Madison office

5%WWWWZW

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-753.2515 319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care Burlington Family Dentistry
319-394-3255 319-752-7993



http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Lottery Numbers/Current-Lee

— IOWA LOTTERY .. .
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS FMHS Boosters Trivia Night Feb. 10

Woo Hoo for You FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Bloodhound Boosters are holding a Trivia
Night on Feb. 10 at the Fort Madison Eagles Club from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.

The night will feature a full trivia contest in addition to a silent auction and other
games for cash prizes. Teams are to be no more than eight people at $10 per person.
Participants are encouraged to bring snacks for their team table. A cash bar will be
available.

Proceeds go to benefit the Fort Madison Athletic Booster club. The first 15 teams
to register will receive an advantage on trivia night.

You can register at the following link https://docs.google.com/.../2PACX-1vS]-
nEKPMOvv-D46Esju6Nx.../pub. Forms need to be returned to FMHS athletic office
or to a Booster club member.

Pheasants Forever raffle tickets
available now

LEE COUNTY - Raflle tickets for Lee County
Pheasants Forever 25 Gun Raflle are available from
any club member or at the banquet. Tickets are $10
each and are limited to 3,000. The raffle will be held
2/7 2/7 during the chapter’s annual banquet on February 24,
23 34 35 40 47 15 25 36 45 51 2018. Proceeds from the raffle are used to support
P ball: 10 Star Ball- 9 the Tri-State Young Guns and Fort Madison Clay
owerball. ) ar bal. _ Crushers High School Trap Shooting Teams. For
Power Play: 2 All Star Bonus: 5 more information about the raftle, go to http://www.
leecountypf.org/raffles/.
iowa
2/7 MID-DAY 2/7 MID-DAY
028 5014
2/7 EVENING 2/7 EVENING
630 5499
Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.
G .
otancwstip?
Gall Chuck (319)371.1670
LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan
Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.
To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.
» Hospice « 1st Five
» Homecare « HOPES
» Wellness o I-Smile Silver®
« Senior Health e Immunizations
» Environmental Health e Child / Adolescent Health
e Emergency Preparedness
Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, IA
(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org
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Lady Hounds get first win of year

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -
The Fort Madison girls
got their first win of the
season in a 48-34 win
over Davis County behind
sophomore Sara Bern-
hart’s 15 points.

The win moves the
Hounds to 1-19 on the
year, but it also was a big
motivator for freshman
Maddie Rashid who
finished with 11 points on
the night.

“I'm just kind of excited
that we got a win and our
record doesn’t show a
zero. I think it makes our
confidence a lot better
going into next season,’
Rashid said after the
game.

Rashid sparked a 23-9
first quarter that was
probably one of Fort
Madison’s most efficient
quarters of the season.
Rashid hit on a 3-pointer

and went 4-10 from the
field in the opening peri-
od for nine points.

Head Coach Charlie
Knipe said the pressure
was the key in the first
quarter. While teams have
pressed Fort Madison
this year most of the year,
and sometimes for full
games, the Hounds were
able to capitalize on some
three-quarter pressure of
their own, forcing four
turnovers in the quarter.

“We pressed in the first
quarter and got away with
some turnovers and that
was key to get things go-
ing,” Knipe said. “I took it
off because I don't like to
run up the score, I don’t
think that’s right. But get-
ting the turnovers was the
key. We also passed very
well in the fast breaks.”

Rashid started the scor-
ing on a long ball. Davis
County’s Alexa Francis
converted and was fouled
in the lane but missed
the freebie. Kamryn

Bailey missed both ends
of two free throws after
getting fouled in the lane,
but Rashid kickstarted

a Hounds 10-4 run by
pouring in six points.

Francis scored again
for Davis County to make
it 15-6, but the Hounds
pulled away with an-
other 8-3 run to end the
quarter.

Shooting went cold
for both teams in the
second quarter as Fort
Madison got one bucket
from Bernhart and a free
throw from sophomore
Anna Kester for just three
points in the period. The
Hounds were a dismal
1-14 from the field and
1-5 from the charity
stripe.

But Davis County didn’t
fare much better. They
outscored the hosts 8-3 in
the period but were just
3-11 from the field and
2-of-6 from the line giv-
ing Fort Madison a 26-17
lead at halftime.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Hound freshman Maddie Rashid drives in the first quarter of the Hounds’
48-34 win over Davis County Wednesday night. It was FMHS'’ first girls

win of the year.

“They adjusted well
with their zone offense
to what we were doing,”
Knipe said. “I think we
got a little lazy and con-
tent and forgot what we
were doing”

Senior leads Hounds with 28
in win over Davis County

BY PCC STAFF

BLOOMEIELD - Fort Madison senior Kaleb Cress-
well hit eight 3-pointers to tie an FMHS record as the
Hounds dropped Davis County 79-43 in boys high
school basketball action Wednesday night.

Cresswell and fellow senior Treavor James-Kokjohn
combined for 50 as the Hounds moved to 12-7 on the
season. The two are fourth and second, respectively,
in the Southeast Conference in scoring and combined
for all of FMHS’ first quarter points with Cresswell
hitting on two 3-balls enroute to 10 points to put the
Hounds up 17-5 in the first period.

Cresswell led all scorers with 28 on the night and is
averaging just over 14 points per outing, while James-
Kokjohn had 22 and is averaging 15.7 per contest.

The Hounds pushed the lead to 45-15 in the second
period and were quickly putting the game out of
reach. Cresswell again led FMHS with nine points, all

Cresswell ties school mark with eight 3-balls

3-pointers. Sheymouhr Redd-Donald had five in the

period.

Fort Madison pushed the lead to 65-26 headed

into a quick fourth quarter with the continuous clock
running. Again Creswell hit on three
3-pointers to lead Fort Madison with
nine points and James-Kokjohn had

seven.

CRESSWELL

Davis County was led by Riley Heller
with 12 points.

Rounding out the scoring for Fort
Madison was Lorenzo Riles with eight

points, Jayden Fedler had six points, Redd-Donald
finished with five, while Jace Burgher had three,
Logan Rashid, Parker Denning and Michael Mosena
each had two points. Roman Maestro added a free

throw for Fort Madison.

The Hounds take their 12-7 record into the final
regular season game of the season Friday night in a
girls/boys varsity double header for Senior Night at
the Hound-Dome. Seeding meetings for sectionals
took place this morning, but that information is em-

bargoed until Friday.

The Mustangs again
outscored Fort Madison
in the third period 9-8
and had cut the deficit
to eight at 34-26. The
Hounds shot just 2-8 in
the period and committed

HTC boys fall to
Nikes on Thursday

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON - A sluggish 6-point first quarter
was enough to keep the Holy Trinity Catholic boys
basketball team at bay Tuesday night in a 57-42 loss at
Burlington Notre Dame in boys high school basketball.

The Nikes rushed out to an 18-6 lead. HTC battled
back with a 14-11 run in the second quarter and actu-
ally outscored Notre Dame 27-26 through the second
and third periods, but couldn’t keep the momentum in
the fourth, only scoring eight points in the final period.

Sophomore Matt Hellige led the Crusaders with 15
points on the night followed by Quentin Schneider
with 13, despite the sophomore converting just 4 of 16
from the field. Hellige only converted three field goals
working inside the paint, but was able to go 9-of-10
from the free throw line.

HTC shot a cool 11 of 41 from the field and a mea-
ger 4-of-15 from beyond the 3-point arc in the loss.
Schneider also led HTC in rebounds with seven and
had two blocks.

Rounding out the scoring for HTC was Reed Fehseke
with nine, Collin Thornton with three, and Blake Crab-
tree with two points.

Holy Trinity hosts Lone Tree in the last regular sea-
son game of the year on Friday night.

The Crusaders play host to Winfield-Mt. Union on
Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. as district 9 sectionals get under way.
The play-in game sets up a run-in with top-seeded Iowa
Mennonite on Feb. 15 at 8 p.m. at lowa Mennonite.

Gelebrate Education!

We’'re proud of
our Star Students
Kaydey &
Karley Plate!

A Honor Roll

five turnovers. Bailey led
the way with three points
in the period.

Francis cut the lead to
six on a bucket to start the

See WIN, page 6

807 Avenue G * Fort Madison
www.tkef.org



http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/ioms.aspx
http://tkef.org/

Pen City Current - Thursday, February 8, 2018 - 5

OBITUARIES

MARY L. HITCH

Mary L. Hitch, 89, of Ft. Madison passed away on Monday, February 5, 2018 at
2:40 AM at Ft. Madison Community Hospital.

She was born on October 25, 1928 in Appanoose Township, Illinois
to John Ray and Elsie Rachel Isenberger Boyles. She was first married
to Lester V. Berry and later to William H. Hitch. Mary worked in
her early years at Sheaffer Pen and Midwest Wax. She was a member
of Sacred Heart Church and DAR. Mary loved to be outside. She
enjoyed gardening, sewing and family gatherings. Most of all she
enjoyed being around her children and their families and pets.

Survivors include her children, Virginia (Dave) Warner, Bonnie
(Mike) Howard, Pat (Kathy) Berry, Rose Ann (Dan) Howard and Cecilia (Craig)
Hitch-Smith; thirteen grandchildren; twenty three great grandchildren; one sister,
Annabelle McCarty and two brothers John and James Boyles. She was preceded in
death by her parents; one brother, Donald Boyles, and one sister, Dorothy Herbert.

The funeral mass will be held on Friday, February 16, 2018 at Sacred Heart Church
with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating. A rosary will be recited at 9 AM and the family
will receive friends from 9:30-10:30 AM all at Sacred Heart Church. Burial will be at
a later date in Oakland Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in her memory. King-Lynk
Funeral Home & Crematory is in charge of the arrangements.

JEOFFERY G. MEISTER

Jeoffrey G. Meister, 68 of Keokuk, IA died Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at Lexing-
ton Square in Keokuk, surrounded by his loving family and friends.

He was born December 20, 1949 in Keokuk, the son of Jack H. and
Mae Lu Basye Meister.

Jeff graduated from Keokuk High School with the Class of 1968. He
attended Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS.

He was a member and an Elder of St. Paul United Church of Christ
in Keokuk, having served on the Consistory and contributing his
talents in the church band. He was also a member of the Hoerner
YMCA.

Jeff loved to write poetry and was a published poet. He enjoyed swimming and
exercising with his Hoerner YMCA friends.

In his teen years he was a founding member of the garage band “The Other Side”
as their drummer.

Having never met a stranger, Jeff will be remembered for his kindness and
un-daunting willingness to help others.

He is survived by one daughter, Lindsey Meister of Topeka, KS, his parents, Jack
and Mae Lu Meister of Keokuk, two brothers, Larry B. Meister (Nancy) of Ever-
green, CO and John J. Meister (Christie) of Newport, OR, two sisters, Minda L.
VanAusdall (John) of Keokuk and Mary E. Thomas of Keokuk and several nephews,
great-nieces and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, aunts and uncles.

Services will be held at a later date in the spring.

Memorials may be made to St. Paul United Church of Christ or the Hoerner
YMCA.

Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrangements.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HITCH

MEISTER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as
submitted by the funeral homes.

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS TUESDAYS 9AM-3PM

Or to apply online, click this ad or go to http://careers.wilfoods.com

TI?@

Thank you to all of our customers who helped us
reduce our environmental footprint in 2017!

Great River Regional Waste Authority is
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage
our environmental footprint and help educate our
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:

Click Here

For your convenience:
10 cities

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! - www.grrwa.com - facebook.com/grrwa
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Sports/Classifieds

Good 4th quarter D preserves win

WIN - Continued from Page 4

final period, but senior Taylor Shannon hit a couple

of free throws with 6:18 left to push the lead back to
eight. Bernhart missed underneath on the next pos-
session but grabbed the board and scored. Mustang
senior Kennedy Clyman hit inside to make it eight
again 38-30 but the Hounds would limit Davis County
to just four more points the rest of the way. Bernhart
put in six in the final three minutes to seal the deal for
the Hounds.

“These girls work so hard and they deserved a win.
It’s huge for these underclassmen,” Knipe said. “They
have heart and continue to practice hard and they
want to learn. We are very young, but we're slowly
getting it”

Shannon and Bailey each finished with eight points
on the night. Kester had five, Braxtyn McGhygy
had one to round out the scoring for Fort Madison.
Shannon had eight boards and Kester had five assists
to lead the 1-19 Hounds who play Friday night against
Fairfield in a varsity girls/boys doubleheader on Senior
Night at the Hound Dome. Regional action will start
on Wednesday when FMHS takes on Washington at 7
p.m. in Washington.

11
These girls work so hard and
they deserved a win. It's huge for
these underclassmen. They have
heart and continue to practice hard
and they want to learn. We are very
young, but we’re slowly getting it.”

-Charlie Knipe,
FMHS Head Coach

In the junior varsity matchup, FMHS won 37-34.
Nadia Boeding led the Hounds with 14 points includ-
ing a sterling 8-of-8 shooting from the free throw line.
Eleesha Estrada had 10, including a critical 3-ball in
the final period. Dalyn Wondra had seven and Kylee
Cashman put in four. Kailyn Guzman added a bucket
to round out the scoring.

Sophomore Sara Bernhart goes up for a shot
in Wednesday’s win over Davis County. Bern-
hart finished with 15 to lead the Hounds.

the classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

o> StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.
State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

1001306.1

Elevated Comfort.

“I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”
- Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites
Fort Madison, lowa
4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, [A 52627
Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com
Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!

DavelSchwarmy &= Brian|Clasgow

Eebruatyia oL
PBO-I0E0 .

1135 Ave’E
Wednesday - Saturday
5:00pm

Like us on
Facebook

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant

sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

._:aoddprinting.com

L
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 3859707 . 838 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Coverage that works

when they can't

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

M FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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http://themadison.biz/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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HELP WANTED

Buffalo61 Bar & Grille
Now Hiring

The Buffalo61 Bar & Grille is
now hiring for all positions:

¢ Cooks

e  Servers

. Bartenders
. Hosts

Experience is a must.

Must be able to work in a
fast-paced environment
where outstanding custom-
er service reigns and must
be available beginning mid-
to-late February for training.

Fill out an application or
turn in your resume at The
Buffalo, 2016 South Main
Street, Burlington, IA 52601.

No Phone Calls.

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 189528W-00

We Offer Competitive Wages
and Comprehensive Benefits
Package

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers
Under Search Jobs: Click -
US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information
and requirements

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
DuPont is an
E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports
the “I Hire Vets” program

the classifieds

School Age Care
Program Supervisor
Wanted

Holy Trinity Early Childhood
Center has an opening for a
School Age Care Program
Supervisor. This is a full-time
(benefits eligible), year round
position that requires the fol-
lowing qualifications:

* Associate’s Degree in Ed-
ucation or Early Childhood;
Bachelor’s Degree pre-
ferred

* 2+ years experience work-
ing in a youth program or
education

*Must be at least 18 years
of age

* Able to pass a background
check and complete train-
ing as required by lowa
DHS

* Enthusiastic and patient in
working with children

Holy Trinity Early Childhood
Center is also seeking sub-
stitute associates for our
preschool and childcare pro-
grams.

Please contact
Stefanie Drollinger at
stefanie.drollinger@holytrinityschools.org
or 319-372-6428
for application information.

West Point Branch
FULL-TIME TELLER

Lee County Bank is looking
for an outgoing person to
join the LCB team as a full-
time teller at our West Point
Branch. Our ideal employee
would have excellent cus-
tomer service skills and pre-
vious teller or cash handling
experience. A high level of
confidentiality and accuracy
is required.

To apply, please email
your resume to
kseager@leecountybank.com
by Thursday, February 8th.

Lee County Bank is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

MERCHANDISE Subscribe to
FOR SALE #PCC today
Epson 69 Black and
Color C/M/Y Ink Free and Paid
Cartridges Options Available.
(T069120-BCS)

Combo 4/Pack . Box opened,
but cartridges are not - pur-
chased wrong package for
my printer. Regularly $62.99,
will sell for $50.00. Call Lee
at (319)371.4125 or email
sales@pencitycurrent.com.

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

JOB OPPORTUNITY

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

« Production Supervisor - 2484

Are you seeking a career with an industry leader in
its field, one that has a solid track record of perfor-
mance, and strong roots in its local community?

Are you looking for an opportunity to grow and de-
velop in a high-speed environment? Are you a leader
that thinks outside the box, enjoys challenges, en-
gages people and can positively influence a culture
of teamwork?

If so come join our team! Our next production super-
visor will be responsible for directing production as-

sociates to execute tasks, emphasizing safe behaviors

and quality measures to meet the production needs
required to package liquid consumer products. This is
a salaried leadership role that leads a team of approx-
imately 50 people.

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

90 days * Only $24°°
Up to 150 words & 1 photo

Qualifications: B.S Degree in a relevant discipline re-
quired.

Benefits: Extremely competitive Health, Dental, &
Vision coverage. Unbelievable 401K with company
match, and discounted stock purchasing program.
Generous vacation policy, and much more!

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call Morgan at (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

o — — S — —

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay:-$t1-50-per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift-differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer



https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front/Weather

Expired TIFs help drop city’s levy need

BUDGET - Continued from Page 1

Varley handed the preliminary budget book to the
Fort Madison City Council following Tuesday’s regular
meeting.

As part of the book, Varley outlined that revenues for
the city were projected to be up this year, despite the re-
duced levy. Property valuations in the city have gone up
in some areas, but Varley said the major reason for the
increased revenues is that some TIF financing projects
have timed out and some of those revenues are coming
back into city coffers.

A Tax Increment Financing project, is basically
the city rebating increased property tax revenues on
improvements back to the private entity making the
improvements. The city can also offer up incentives,

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 08 Feb

Light Snow
High—-19.1°F | Low — 18.2° F

FRI 09 Feb

Snow
High—22.5°F | Low — 18.1° F

SAT 10 Feb
Snow
High— 16.1°F | Low —8.4°F
SUN 11 Feb

Clear Skies
High—-9.8°F | Low-8.1°F

MON 12 Feb

Clear Skies
High—23.2° F | Low — 20.9° F

OpenWeatherMap

such as cash payments, infrastructure improvements,
or land. The property tax rebates occur over a specified
period of time. According to a TIF worksheet included
in the budget, $34,900 in incentives paid to Indepen-
dent Can in the current fiscal year won't have to be paid
in FY 2019.

The city also made a one-time $250,000 payment to
Boulders Inn and Suites for their expansion project,
however the city does have $50,910 to the company in
TIF rebates in the proposed budget. Siemens will still
be getting a $110,750 rebate in the budget. A one-time
payment to Fareway Grocery for land preparation and
legal expenses of $91,930 was also paid in the current
budget, but will not be in future budgets.

The General Fund is expected to carry just $5,611 at
the end of FY 2019. The Road Use fund is projected to
carry $122,378, Sales Tax fund will carry $1, but those
funds are disbursed 80% to the general fund and 20%
to Capital Improvements when they are received.. The

Hotel/Motel Tax fund, which pays for Tourism Director
Jean Peiton’s salary, as well as distributing funds to the
Fort Madison Area Artists Association, the North Lee
County Historical Society, and other individual efforts
aimed at bringing visitors into Fort Madison, is project-
ed to carry a $2,198 balance.

The Highway 61 and Hwy 2 improvement Fund will
carry $9.75 million at the end of FY 19 but projects
along Hwy. 61 are set to begin this year.. The Water
fund will will carry a balance of $542,900, Wastewater
will carry $2,930, and Solid Waste will carry $55,425.

It should be noted however, that many of these funds
have expenses exceeding revenues and they are supple-
mented with money from the general fund, which is
why the general fund balance is at $5,600.

Varley also indicated in the budget that the new
platform for the relocated Amtrak Depot, will proba-
bly not be built until toward the end of FY 19 because
of construction plan snags with Burlington Northern
Santa Fe. He’s only including money in the budget for a
few months of operations.

Next FMAAA Early Out program for
students set for Feb. 28

FMAAA - Continued from Page 1

has a love of cartooning and caricature. He is a mem-
ber of the International Society of Caricature Artists
and has been doing them since 1993. He has been
rendering this skill for the last 20 years at wedding
receptions, company picnics, and the like. He is an
avid member of the Quincy Art Society’s life drawing
sessions. He has created a 3D sculptural element in
his show with multiple 2D life drawings. Well worth
a gander, as when first met him he was installing the
piece in the middle of the gallery and it is quite im-
pressive as a sculptural unit.

The majority of this feature showcases his plein
air painting excursions. He is a founding member of
Sandpiper Plein Air Resistance Painters. He works
the plein air circuit that has erupted over the last few
years to entice landscape painters of a certain skill
level to hit the road, in quest of awards, sales, and fun
times. But this guy is serious. He has purchased an
RV for his pursuits and has a “weekend wife” in his

buddy Larry Siwek, whom he travels with to paint-
ing outlets. This talented duo is hitting the road for
12 days this year to cover landscapes from Indiana
back to Missouri and will be vying for some nice
payout awards for the winners. They may pump out
3-4 paintings on a competition day, which is fairly
impressive must say.

For your budding artists, that aspire to be the next
Jamie Green, the next FMAAA Early Out is sched-
uled for Feb. 28th with painter Anita Lee. Students
will paint acrylic on canvas with a veteran instructor,
who has added to this program for the last sever-
al years, so get your slot early. Look for details on
Facebook at Fort Madison Area Arts Association.
Whenever you see us, like our post to scoot us along.
Also Save the Date for FMAAA’s major event, Expres-
sions Art Auction, occurring March 24th at Comfort
Inn&Suites. Always a stellar night out.

Bank makes donation
to equip students

FINANCE - Continued from Page 1

10,000 schools and educational institutions.

“Pilot Grove Savings Bank is known as a leading
financial institution in southeast Iowa,” said Marketing
Director Melissa Flowers, “The bank wanted to en-
sure students are taught the fundamentals of personal
finance at a young age. The bank made this donation
to equip students with the skills needed to make smart
financial decisions in the future”

Pilot Grove Savings Bank is proud to be a supporter
of Ft. Madison schools. From athletic boosters to the
music department and from yearbook sales to heart
rate monitors for a high school class, Pilot Grove Sav-
ings Bank continues to give back to the schools.

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125
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