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Mohrfeld to open seasonal retail outlet by historical society
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -  Workers from Matt’s Green-
house took advantage of the easy weather on Monday 
to start putting up the retail outlet for the local bedding 
plant wholesaler on the south side of the 900 block of 
Avenue H.

Owner Matt Mohrfeld, who for years had retail space 
on the County Market property, had to move the loca-
tion due to the obvious construction going on at that 
location.

“We’re a spring bedding plant garden center, so we’re 
gonna have annuals, perennials, hanging plants, soil, 
seed, all the stuff that you’d need on your deck, that’s 
what we grow and provide,” he said.

Hours will be from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily and Mohr-
feld said he will also have a space at Fareway Grocery 
in Burlington this year with the same hours. Weather 
permitting he hopes to have the Fort Madison facility 
open by April 1.

Mohrfeld said he was able to lease space from the 
North Lee County Historical Society to set up shop this 
year.

“We paid them about $10,000 to use that parking lot 
and I think that’s a good lease. We really appreciate the 
historical society helping us out,” Mohrfeld said.

Justin Kirchner, foreground, and Shawn Eid, back, along with a crew of about three, work Mon-
day to get structures in place for Matt’s Greenhouse’s retail outlet in the parking lot on the south 
side of the 900 block of Avenue H. Matt Mohrfeld said he hopes to have the spring bedding 
garden center open by April 1 weather-permitting.

Going up Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMCSD looks at mix to help keep levy down

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
The Fort Madison school 
district’s finance director 
is recommending a mix of 
property tax, income sur-
tax, and additional cash 
reserve levies to help fund 
the 2017-18 school year.

FMCSD Director of 
Finance Sandra Elmore 
informed the board the 
district is looking at a 

$14.45 levy for the next 
fiscal year. The tax rate 
is compromised of the 
current rate of $13.27 
plus a 67-cent increase 
just to maintain the 
current level of funding. 
District enrollment has 
dropped which changes 
the amount of state aid 
the school receives, so 
increasing the rate results 
in a status quo. The levy 
will generate roughly 
$8.44 million for the next 
fiscal year.

Then the district adds 
in another .01 increase for 
an Instructional Support 
Levy, coupled with a state 
income surtax, making 
the rate $13.95. Adding 
an additional $300,ooo in 
cash reserve levy pushes 

the rate to $14.45.
Elmore said that rate 

would be the rate she 
publishes as part of the 
budgeting process prior 
to the board finalizing the 
budget. It still needs to be 
published and certified 
to the state before it is 
finalized.

The state reduced its 
allowable growth for the 
next year to 1.1% which 
is below the prior year’s 
growth formula. That 
reduction, coupled with 
the declining enrollment, 
has resulted in the district 
looking at alternative 
means to fund its services 
and programs into the 
near future.

Three members of the FMMS Student Council address the school 
board Monday night to request a trip to Six Flags at the end of the year. 
From left to right are Maddie Rashid, Kylee Cashman and Madelyn 
Swigert.

Meet us in St. Louis Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See BOARD, page 5

Rate reflects 
ISL, income 
surtax, Cash 
Reserve Levy
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Celebrations/Education

Spring Open House • Mon., March 20 - Sat., March 25
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Come see what’s new for Spring & Easter!

739 Ave. G • Fort Madison
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802 Ave. G • Fort Madison
(319) 372-2187
Mon.-Sat. 10-5

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.2243
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Harry and Linda Hoenig will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary with an 
open house on April 1 at Rolling Hall from 1:00-4:00PM in Fort Madison.  Friends 
and relatives are invited to attend; however, the couple request no gifts.

Harry Hoenig and Linda Lee were married April 1, 1967, at Sacred Heart Church 
in Fort Madison by the Rev. Donald L. Waldschmidt.  They were attended by Roger 
Hoenig, brother of the groom; Sheryl Lee Decker, sister of the bride; Dick Wyett, 
friend of the couple; Beverly Hoenig Brown, sister of the groom; Jim Strunk, friend 
of the couple; Cyndee Schachel Wenke, friend of the couple; Shelly Tierney Poppell, 
sister of the bride.

They have four children: Lisa (John) Pomberg of West Point, Terry (Jenni) Hoenig 
of Denmark, Matthew Hoenig of Fort Madison and Heather (Kevin) Harter of Fort 
Madison.  They also have 9 grandchildren.

Celebrations

Harry and Linda Hoenig

FORT MADISON - A trio of Holy 
Trinity speech team members have been 
selected by judges at the Iowa High 
School Speech Association speech con-
test as All-State “Outstanding Perform-
ers”.

Senior exchange student Yang-hee 
Kim was selected in the category of 
Original Oratory for a presentation she 
created entitled “My Life as an American 
Teenager.”

Sophomore Sam Avery was selected 

for All-State status in Radio News An-
nouncing, and freshman Mason Holvoet 
earned all-state recognition for an orig-
inal Expository Address called “Learn-
ing the Chant” concerning his budding 
career as an auctioneer.

The three will be performing and 
receiving, “Outstanding Performer” 
medals at the IHSAA All-State Festival 
on March 27th and the University of 
Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls.

HTC speech students “Outstanding” at state

From left to right, 
Yang-hee Kim, Sam 
Avery and Mason 
Holvoet, were named 
“All-State Outstand-
ing performers” at 
the Iowa High School 
Athletic Association’s 
speech contest last 
week. They will per-
form and be recog-
nized at the state fes-
tival March 27 at UNI.

Outstanding 
Performers

Courtesy Photo

#ShopLocal
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Obituaries/For the Record

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• I-Smile Silver® 
• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• Immunizations
• Child / Adolescent 

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Like us on Facebook!

Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

OBITUARIES

DARLENE L.
BENGTSON

Darlene L. Bengtson, 84, of West Point, IA passed 
away on Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 
2:45 p.m. at the University of Iowa 
Hospital and Clinics.

She was born on August 21, 1932 in 
West Point, IA to Thomas and Amanda 
Sweeney Bradford.  On March 14, 1953 
she married Bernard D. Bengtson in Ft. 
Madison and he passed away on June 
10, 2012. 

Darlene was a long time secretary at 
Denmark Elementary School and also worked at Wever 
Savings Bank in Denmark. She attended Harmony 
Church and went to the Community Bible Study.  She 
was an excellent seamstress, cook and gardener.  Dar-
lene especially loved spending time with her family.

Survivors include a son, David (Connie) Bengtson of 
Bozeman, MT; three daughters, Kathy (Steve) Buec-
hel of West Point, Kim (Evan) Parrott of Shell Knob, 
MO and Kelley (Bob) Wingate of Danville, IA; twelve 
grandchildren; ten great grandchildren and two on 
the way and one sister, Nadine Bonar of Wever.   She 
was preceded in death by her parents, her husband; a 
grandson, Brent Buechel; two sisters, Helen Wellman 
and Agnes Bradford and a brother, Edward Bradford.

The memorial service will be held at 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 26, 2017 at King-Lynk Funeral Home 
& Crematory with Rev. Dan Dingus officiating.  The 
family will meet with friends from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at 
the funeral home.  A private family burial will be held 
in Denmark Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for Denmark 
Cemetery and online condolences may be left at www.
kinglynk.com .

BENGTSON

For the Record
Fort Madison Police
Department Report

03/17/17 - 12:17 p.m. Fort 
Madison police arrested Daniel 
Robert Morrison, 24, of Fort 
Madison in the 12oo block of 
Avenue H on a warrant out 
of Oquawka, Ill., for failure 
to appear on a burglary 
charge. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
03/18/17 - 1:53 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Donn Gregory Lowney, 46, 
of Fort Madison in the 12oo 
block of Avenue D on charge 
of simple domestic abuse 
assault. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
03/18/17 - 10:47 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Anthony Richard Ireland, 31 of 
Fort Madison at the intersection 
of Avenue L and 27th Street 
for following too closely. He 
was cited and released.
03/18/17 - 8:10 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Derek Roscoe Bradham, 
24, of Fort Madison in the 
2000 block of Avenue L on 
two warrants for probation 
violation. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
03/18/17 - 1:22 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Nathan 
Edward Johnson, 45, of Fort 
Madison in the 3400 block of 
Avenue L on a charge of OWI-
2nd offense. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

03/18/17 - 3:11 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1100 block of Avenue I.
03/18/17 - 10:47 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2700 block of Avenue L.
03/18/17 - 11:39 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police respond-
ed to a report of larceny/
theft on Oak Drive.
03/18/17 - 2:29 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2700 block of Avenue C,.
03/18/17 - 8:25 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 3400 block of Avenue L.
03/18/17 - 8:52 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2500 block of Avenue I.
03/18/17 - 9:41 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2700 block of Avenue C.
03/19/17 - 6:48 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1400 block of Avenue G.
03/19/17 - 10:18 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1400 block of Avenue E
03/19/17 - 7:54 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2500 block of Avenue L

03/19/17 - 8:31 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of larceny in the 
700 block of Avenue G.
03/19/17 - 10:34 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a hit and run 
at the intersection of 12th 
Street and Avenue E.

Lee County Sheriff’s
Department Report

03/17/17 - 9:25 a.m.- Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Angel Jaime Gar-
cia, 34, of Fort Madison on 
a judgement hold. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail 
and released Sunday.
03/17/17 - 11 p.m. - Lee County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
John Robert Burlingame, 
38, Kahoka, Mo., at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office on a 
charge of OWI-1st offense, 
failure to maintain control, 
driving on wrong side of the 
highway and wearing no 
seatbelt. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
03/18/17 - 12:24 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Stephanie Rose 
Beliel, 29 of Burlington at 
the Des Moines County Jail 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear/contempt of court.
03/19/17 - 1:38 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Craig Michael 
Barker, 43, of Fort Madison 

at the Lee County Sheriff’s 
office on charges of trespass 
and 5th-degree theft. She 
was cited and released.
03/19/17 - 11:28 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Tyler Craig Rooney, 
19, of Burlington in the 1700 
block of Hwy 61 in Wever on 
charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and possession 
of a controlled substance-mar-
ijuana. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
03/20/17 - 6:04 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Rachel Gennelle James, 
47 of Keokuk, at the Lee 
County Jail on a warrant for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. She was held at the jail.

It should be noted a criminal 
charge is merely an accusa-
tion and the defendants listed 
above are presumed innocent 
until and unless proven guilty.

Fort Madison Fire
Department Report

03/17/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
two medical calls, and 1 
burn permit complaint.
03/18/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to one 
container fire, 2 lift assists, 
and two medical calls.
03/19/17 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622
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From the Front

Great River Regional Waste Authority
woud like to remind you to 
propoerly dispose of your 

Household Hazardous Waste, 
Construction Waste and

Electronic Waste. 
Call GRRWA’s Household Hazardous 

Waste Regional Collection 
to schedule your appointment 
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm

CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR 
FULL LIST OF ACCEPTED

HHW MATERIALS

No appointment neccesary for the 
following items: 

Automotive Batteries & Tires, 
Construction & Demolition Debris, 

Electronic Waste, Household Appliances
and Yard Waste. 

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

School board member 
Dianne Hope said it was 
important for the district 
to be able to articulate the 
budgeting process to the 
public.

“We have to be able to 
feed this through our me-
dia so when (the general 
public) look at this and 
they see $14.45 you know, 
this is going to impact our 

discussions going forward 
as we pass our bond,” 
Hope said.

In other action, the 
board

•voted 5-0 to approve 
a trip for Claire Hellman 
to Anaheim, California. 
Hellman placed second in 
the state DECA competi-
tion for her presentation 
on Human Resources 
Management and quali-
fied for the trip. She will 
make the trip with DECA 
instructor Liz Weisinger.

•voted 5-0 to approve a 
trip for two district math 
instructors to attend a 
Guided Mathematics 
seminar in Pittsburgh. 
Board member Gayla 
Young requested the 
district have a way for 
the teachers to be able to 
share the information in 
professional development 
with the rest of the district 
math teachers.

•voted 5-0 to approve a 
$103,000 roof renovation 

at the Fort Madison High 
School. The fund will 
come from the one-cent 
sales tax option.

•voted 5-0 to approve a 
trip for the FMMS student 
council to visit Six Flags 
in May, an annual trip 
paid for by fundraising of 
the student council.

•heard from Rich-
ard Hand, the district 
transportation director 
who indicated addition-
al transportation costs 
with a new combined 
elementary school on the 
middle school campus 
would amount to rough-
ly $15,000 per year and 
provide three additional 
bus routes to move all the 
students to the campus. 
He said with Bluff Road 
currently closed due to 
construction, all traffic 
has been diverted to 48th 
Street and there have been 
no problems with that so 
far.

School board OKs $100K 
in roof work at FMHS

BOARD - Continued from Page 1

Claire Hellman ad-
dresses the Fort Mad-
ison School Board re-
garding earning a trip 
to California after tak-
ing 2nd place at the 
Iowa DECA competi-
tion earlier this year. 
The board approved 
the trip and DECA in-
structor Liz Weisinger 
will accompany Hell-
man on the trip.

Earned a trip to 
California 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“We have to 
be able to feed 
this through our 
media so when 

(the general 
public) look at 

this $14.45... we 
have to be clear.”

 -Dianne Hope,
FMCSD Board

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Public Notices/Classifieds

Looking for
Part-time Caregivers
at The Kensington

in Fort Madison
The Kensington in Fort
Madison is seeking part time
1st, 2nd and 3rd shift care-
givers. The Kensington is a 
vibrant, welcoming environ-
ment that offers personalized
care in an active, supportive 
community. Must enjoy work-
ing with seniors, possess ex-
cellent organizational skills
and work well as a team.
Flexibility needed. Will work
every other week-
end and some holidays.

Go to
www.agemark.com/careers/ 

and click on the link
for positions in Fort Madison 

or send resume to
ebrown@kensington-

evergreen.com.
You can

also stop in
The Kensington at:

2210 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, the world’s larg-
est marketer of branded consumer lawn and garden 
products, is seeking an Inventory Coordinator for 
the Fort Madison, Iowa location. 

The Inventory Coordinator (Warehouse Stager) is 
responsible for the inventory management of mul-
tiple production components.  This includes physi-
cal counts and inventory reconciliation before, after 
and during production campaigns.

This position requires a High School Diploma/GED, 
strong math skills, and the  ability to follow direc-
tions provided in verbal or non-verbal format. Can-
didates should be able to demonstrate a willingness 
to learn multiple job assignments, able to utilize Mi-
crosoft Office and Google Chrome, safely operate a 
fork truck in a manufacturing environment, excellent 
prioritization skills and the ability to perform multiple 
simultaneous tasks, with interruptions. This position 
must be available to work any shift and overtime as 
needed.

Minimum one year experience in a manufacturing or 
warehouse environment and past SAP experience. 
For expanded job details and to apply visit http://
www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers and search for 
Req 2124.

Scotts is an Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, the world’s larg-
est marketer of branded consumer lawn and garden 
products, is seeking a Maintenance Electrician for 
the Fort Madison, Iowa location. 

The Maintenance Electrician will perform detailed 
mechanical, instrumentation, and electrical trou-
bleshooting, repair, and preventative maintenance 
on plant process, utility, and packaging equipment. 
This position will perform multi-discipline mainte-
nance and electrical work and maintain appropriate 
documentation.

This position requires a High School Diploma/GED, 
PLC Technician and Electrical Educational Cours-
es. Candidates should be able to demonstrate the 
technical skills required to install/service a variety of 
systems in addition to program, repair, and maintain 
programmable logic controller systems (PLC) used 
in a high speed industrial packaging facility. Individ-
ual must be committed to maintaining a safe and 
clean work environment and complying with regula-
tions and policies. This position must be available to 
work any shift and overtime as needed. 

Minimum five years’ experience in an electrical 
maintenance field in a manufacturing environment.
For expanded job details and to apply visit http://
www.scottsmiraclegro.com/careers and search for 
Req 2221.

Scotts is an Equal Opportunity Employer

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

NOW HIRING
Boulders Inn & Suites in 
Fort Madison is now hir-
ing part-time Housekeep-
ers / Laundry Attendants.

Apply in person
 Boulders Inn & Suites

Fort Madison
4901 Avenue O

Fort Madison, IA 52627 

HELP WANTED

Place your ad
online 24/7
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Lee County, Iowa 
Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting 
Agenda

Tuesday, March 21, 
2017

Convening Time:
9:00 a.m.
Location:

Correctional Center, 
2530 255th Street,
Montrose, IA 52639

AGENDA
Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
9:01 a.m. Public Hearing 

for Purpose oflncurring Non 
Current Debt and Entering 
into Lease Purchase Agree-
ment for Car and Body 
Cameras

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Approving Non 
Current Debt and Entering 
into Lease Purchase Agree-
ment for Car and Body 
Cameras

Approve Tuesday, March 
14, 2017 Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Approval of Sec-

ond Reading of Minimum 
Wage Ordinance Reports:

A. County Commission of 
Veteran Affairs Minutes of 
Meeting

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING 
-CITIZENS WELCOME

 
Vision and hearing 

assistance available
upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Advertise your service business

90 days • Only $2499

Up to 150 words & 1 photo
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125
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SPRING

3 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage
884 sq. ft. • 7,250 sq. ft. lot

Quality and beauty! Many updates and upgrades in-
cluding a new concrete patio/carport with surround 
sound and mood lighting, new kitchen, bath and 
lighting throughout. This is an AMAZING house 
that you MUST see to appreciate!!!

Listing #20164622 • $92,500

2 BR • 1 BA • 1 car garage
528 sq. ft. • 5,600 sq. ft. lot

Super deal on this cream puff home, offering 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, new roof, newer windows, siding and 
REALLY nice garage!

Listing #20164597 • $29,900

3 BR • 2 BA • 1 car garage
2,260 sq. ft. • 6,784 sq. ft. lot

Lots of new! Semi open floor plan, new floor-
ing, great open basement family space, and many 
updates including heat/air units, kitchen back 
splash, counters and more! Fenced in back yard 
with stamped concrete patio and awning. Call to-
day to see this great home in a quiet neighborhood.

Listing #20164544 • $139,900

3 BR • 2.50 BA • 2 car garage
1,194 sq. ft. 10,400 sq. ft. lot

Great family home is move-in ready. Nice-sized 
kitchen with all appliances, dining area, and nice 
living room all on the upper level. Complete-
ly re-modeled family room with a wood burn-
ing fireplace on lower level. Many updates in-
clude newer flooring, roof and HVAC system. 

Listing #20164531 $114,900

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.hopeassociatesre.com

www.seia.rapmls.com

Let us show you one of our
brand new listings today!

A time for new beginnings 

http://seia.rapmls.com/scripts/mgrqispi.dll?APPNAME=iowa&PRGNAME=MLSAgentOfficeListings&ARGUMENTS=-N876756589,-N880163443,-AO,-AOM,-Lfalse,-LTrue,1024,600,100,75,true,true&openDetailInNewWindow=&MLS_Origin=SEIA
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Education

LOWEST PRICES SINCE 
1975!! 

Get a NEW 96% 
Efficiency 2-Stage 
Gas Furnace & 18 

Seer Air Conditioner 
for only

after $2,300 rebate! 
Includes Installation 
and 10 Year Parts & 

Labor Warranty! 

$3,475

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

24 Hour Service 
Never An Overtime Charge 

FREE Estimates 
Servicing All Makes 

Best Price & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: www.yourheatandairguy.com
 Like us on Facebook!

The Value of Choosing the 
Right Color is the Chance to 
Make your Vision a Reality! 

EasyCare® 
Paint 

Starting at 

$25.99 
per gallon 

Find everything you need for your next 
paint project at any of our 4 locations! 

CLICK 
HERE FOR 
SALES &

COUPONS!

At top, more than 20 FMMS fourth and fifth graders descended upon 
Elliott Test Kitchen on Tuesday as part of the Bloodhound Boost 
program. FMMS instructors Misty Koser, Amy Diewold and FMHS 
instructor Debora Hentzel were assisting students with reading ex-
ercises during this session. The students stopped in rotation for a 
group photo. At left, Koser works with a group, while at top right, 
Diewold finishes with a task.

Bloodhound Boost
Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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