
A nice story of locals pulling together to keep a local 
business alive unfolded right in front of us here in Lee 
County.

Keokuk radio KOKX (AM 1310) and Z93 was on the 
chopping block in the spring with the possibility of going 
black becoming very real. But about eight community 
members got together to keep the music and information 
alive.

Leah Jones, who was almost single-handedly keeping 
the lights on, reached out to community members who 
looked at several options including almost negotiating a 
sale with a Chicago Labor Union. But diligence on that 
offer would take too long and the deal fell apart.

One of the community members helping to keep the 
radio station functioning was Mike Greenwald. Green-
wald, a Keokuk City Councilman and former business 
manager at Krichel’s Animal Hospital, stepped up to the 

plate and offered to buy the radio station.
Now Greenwald can put his lifelong dream of working 

with a radio station to work. It’s a story not unlike that of 
Pen City Current so I’m attracted to what Greenwald and 
Jones are trying to accomplish.

It’s no easy task starting any business, but firing up a 
business that’s revenue is based on advertising is a special 
task. With the country as polarized as it’s ever been short 
of the civil war, the trust in media is at an all-time low. 
And ownership is not helping matters much with deci-
mating reporter staffs and those charged with gathering 

the news.
You very rarely see a news broadcast scroll that doesn’t 

have typos in it. Local news outlets are not immune to 
that either, so to take on a responsibility where you are 
charged with providing factual information, while tai-
loring it to people’s ever-changing behaviors, is a coura-
geous move.

I’ve come to know these two as determined people 
who have a passion for their community. Sometimes that 
word “passion” can be trendy and used where it may be 
a bit of an overreach, but not in this case. You need that 
passion in-house and the work of community members 
like Keokuk businesswoman Kathy Gabel, Lee County 
Supervisor Gary Folluo, Mayor Tom Richardson, Joe Steil 
with Lee County Economic Development Group, Dave 
Schwartz, Keokuk Area Convention and Tourism’s Kirk 
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FORT MADISON -  A 
representative of an en-
gineering and consulting 
firm said a city sidewalk 
project is about $400,000 
short of needed funds.

The project, which is 
slated to begin in March, 
would replace the city’s 
dilapidated sidewalk and 
curbing on Avenue G 
from 6th to 10th Streets 
at a cost of approximate-
ly $1.5 million.

The majority of the 
funding is a reimburse-
ment program from the 
state where interest paid 
on the city’s waste water 
treatment plant through 
the state’s revolving loan 
program can be refunded 
to the city for a project 
that helps promote better 
stewardship of the storm 
water runoff.

Douglas Happ, a physi-
cal engineer with HR-

Green out of Cedar Rap-
ids, said the total amount 
able to be refunded by 
the state is coming up 
about $400,000 short of 
the estimated cost of the 
project.

“We’re pretty close to 
being in budget but there 
are some items that are 
up for discussions” said 
Larry Driscoll, the city’s 
public works director.

Happ said to do the 
project as currently de-
signed from 6th to 10th 
Street, the project’s over 
budget.

 “Right now to do 
it end-to-end we’re 
probably $400,000 over 
budget. So we need to 
go back in and look at 
that. We did redesign the 
planter boxes and we sat 
down and started think-
ing of how else can this 
work.”

One of the options 
being considered is 
stopping the project at 
9th Street, but Happ 

said right now the plan 
is to rework parts of the 
design to include 10th 
Street and bring those 
plans back to the council 
hopefully by the next 
meeting.

The work entails 

taking all the curbing 
and sidewalks from the 
north and south sides of 
the streets and replacing 
them with about five feet 
of pervious, or pourous, 
brick from the curb-
ing back about five feet 

and then the remaining 
distance from the brick 
to the building would be 
American Disabilities 
Act compliant concrete. 
Happ said the pervious 
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INSIDE:
Mike Trummesch is the winner of the 
Scotts Miracle-Gro supplies at last 
weeks FMAAA Garden Tour.
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Ave. G sidewalk project $400K short

Fort Madison Public Works Director Larry Driscoll, at the podium on 
the left, and Douglas Happ, of HRGreen of Cedar Rapids, address the 
council Tuesday on progress of the city’s proposed curb and sidewalk 
project for Main Street Tuesday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK - Keokuk 

police have identified a 
deceased person found on 
July 4th at approximately 
1:17 p.m. in the water at 
1400 Mississippi Drive in 
Keokuk, as Jake Anthony 
Mason, age 34, of Keokuk.

Keokuk Police respond-
ed to the area near the 
Southside Boat Club for a 
report of a deceased per-
son in the water.  Keokuk 
Police and Fire removed 
the decedent from the 
water.

An autopsy was sched-
uled at the University of 
Iowa Hospitals and Clin-
ics where identification 
will be confirmed.

The matter is current-
ly under investigation 
but,there is no suspected 
concern to the public.

Keokuk 
police ID 

body found 
in river

See KOKX, page 7

See CURBS, page 7

Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Keokuk leaders fight to keep local radio station
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IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

7/6
2 10 46 50 56 
Mega Ball: 16
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Confused on which baby products are 
best for you? Wish you could try it before 

you buy it? Let us help- join us at our 
Mommy & Baby Gear Fair to try out a 

variety of products. 
No registraaon fee or RSVP required. 

For more informaaon contact Neva at 
nkoechle@fmchosp.com

OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

GREGORY PAUL HATHAWAY DONNA L. SMITH
Gregory Paul Hathaway, 43, of Montrose, IA, passed away on Thursday, July 5, 

2018 at his home.  He was born on December 17, 1974 in Quincy, IL to David K. & 
Pamela M. Day Hathaway.  He was a cook at several restaurants and enjoyed spend-
ing time with his children and listening to music.

Greg is survived by: his girlfriend: April Lake of Montrose, IA; his father: David 
Hathaway of Ewing, MO; 3-children: Hunter Hathaway & Paige Hathaway of Fort 
Madison, IA & Gage Hathaway of Utah; 1-child on the way; 1-step son: Brendan 
Thompson of St. Louis, MO; 1-brother: Pete Huppert of Keokuk, IA; his step father: 
Pat Huppert of Fort Madison, IA & 2-step brothers: Jason & Billy Huppert of Fort 
Madison, IA.  He was preceded in death by: his mother: Pam Huppert, 1-brother: 
Travis and his grandparents.

 Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory and no services are planned at this time.  Online condolences to Greg’s family 
may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.
com.

Donna L. Smith, 73, of rural Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 12:05 p.m. 
Thursday, July 5, 2018, at her home.

Born July 1, 1945, in Keokuk, Iowa the daughter of Lawrence 
and Ollie (Townsend) Watkins. On April 5, 1964, she married 
Arden Smith at Sharon Presbyterian Church in rural Farmington, 
Iowa.

Survivors include her husband: Arden of Farmington; one 
daughter; Gayle (Kyle) Mosier of Aurora, Colorado; one grand-
daughter: Elizabeth Mosier; one sister: Norma Jean Sexton of 
Mitchell, South Dakota and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents and one son: Stacy.
Donna was a member of the Joy Baptist Church in Fort Madison 

and had been a member of the Harmony School Board where she 
had served as President. She had worked as a tax accountant for forty-six years. 
She also was a corn detasseling leader, hairdresser and Sunday School teacher 
for the Farmington United Methodist Church. Donna enjoyed preparing horses 
for her daughter for shows, attending horse shows, watching her boys race stock 
cars at the Lee County Speedway, watching area kids with their school activities, 
humor and helping Arden with a little bit of everything around their farm.

Friends may call after 1:00 p.m. Monday, July 9, 2018 at Schmitz Funeral Home 
in Farmington where the family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
that evening.

A Funeral Service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at Joy Baptist 
Church in Fort Madison with Pastor Earl Beal officiating.

Burial will be at Sharon Cemetery, rural Farmington.
Memorials may be made in her memory to Farmington EMT’s or P.A.W. Ani-

mal Shelter.
Online condolences may be made at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. Schmitz 

Funeral Home in Farmington, Iowa is assisting the family with arrangements.

SMITH

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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For the Record/Local News

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL
for greater community health & safety

Great River Regional Waste Au-
thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility. 
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling 
for our employees. A similar sharps 
disposal bin will soon be available at 
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staff 
and our community members is of 
the upmost importance and we urge 

our residents to use regulated con-
tainers specifically made for sharps.  
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic 
jugs or bottles containing sharps 
in your recycling tote or in any 
non-designated bin at our drop off 
sites.

Mike Trummesch of Wever, IA, was the lucky winner of the Scotts Mir-
acle-Gro product raffle on the 2018 Fort Madison Area Artists Associ-
ation’s annual Garden Tour held July 1 in Fort Madison and north Lee 
County.

Photo courtesy of FMAAA

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

7/03/2018 - 8:20 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Lawrence Richard Jackson, 
47, no address listed, on a 
charge of public intoxication, 
at the Fort Madison Police 
Department. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
7/04/2018 - 1:21 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Kenneth Dale Sommerfield, 
56, of Fort Madison, on a 
charge of violation of no con-
tact order, in the 3000 block 
of Ave. N. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/04/2018 - 1:27 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Kathy Ann Clair, 55, of 
Fort Madison, on a charge 
of violation of no contact 
order, in the 3000 block of 
Ave. N. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/04/2018 - 7:33 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the Fort Madison area.
7/04/2018 - 9:25 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a gas drive off 
in the 1700 block of Ave. H.
7/05/2018 - 9:10 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Ronald Dean Ough, 58, of 
Fort Madison, on warrant 
services of eluding, reckless 
driving, and a stop light 
violation, in the 2100 block 
of Ave. G. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/05/2018 - 9:10 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Payton Wrage VanPelt, 22, 
of Fort Madison, on charges 
of interference with official 
acts and reckless driving 
in the 2100 block of Ave. 
D. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

7/03/2018 - 12:06 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Nicholas Ryan 
Queen, 39, of Burlington on 
a charge of being a fugitive 
from justice, at the Sheriff’s 
office. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/03/2018 - 3:52 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
cited Ninettte Lynn Whippie, 
49, of Keokuk on a charge 
of dog running at large in 
the 3200 block of Main 
St. in Keokuk. She was 
released upon citation.
7/04/2018 - 12:10 a.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Carl Gorman Meyers, 
48, of Montrose on charges 
of OWI- 1st offence, failure 
to yield to emergency vehi-
cles, and open container- 
driver 21+ YOA in the 2700 
block of 252nd Ave. in Mon-
strose. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and released 
upon personal recognizance.
7/04/2018 - 2:58 a.m - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of 180th Avenue and 255th 
Street. According to reports, 
a vehicle driven by Ryan 
Patrick Danahe, 27, of Tulsa, 
Ok. had entered a ditch after 
Danahe swerved to avoid a 
barricade after looking up 
from his phone. No injuries 
were reported at the scene 
and Danahe was cited with 
failure to maintain control.
7/04/2018 - 9:24 a.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested a 15 year old male, 
juvenile, of Keokuk on a 
charge of possession of 
alcohol under age- 1st. He 
was released to his parents.
7/04/2018 - 3:36 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Michael Dean 
Marsh, 46, of Fort Madison 
on a charge of intimidation 
with a dangerous weapon 
in the 1600 block of Green 
Bay Rd. in Wever. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail 
and released on bond.

7/05/2018 - 5:04 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at the intersection 
of Co. Rd. 103 and Hwy. 
218. A vehicle driven by 
Zachery Michael Vaughn, 
16, of Fort Madison was 
struck by a vehicle driven 
by Androsov Pavel, 45, of 
Gulf Breeze, Fl. According to 
reports, a black Ford pickup, 
driven by an unknown party 
slammed on their brakes 
attempting to turn right onto 
160th St. Vaughn slammed 
on his brakes, attempting 
to avoid a collision with the 
Ford pickup, causing Pavel 
to also slam on his brakes. 
Vaughn was cited for not 
having insurance with him, 
but neither identified party 
were placed at fault due to 
an unknown vehicle being 
the primary cause of the 
accident. No injuries were 
reported at the scene.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME 
LOAN OFFICER

Casebine Community Credit 
Union is looking for a full time 
Loan Officer at our Fort Mad-
ison location.

Experience in the industry 
is a plus but not required. 
Loan Officer Training is avail-
able. Hours for this position 
is Monday thru Friday. In-
terested parties should be 
detail oriented, community 
involved, and have excellent 
communication skills.

Please send resumes to 
info@casebine.com attn Lyn-
da Hild.

Casebine Community Credit 
Union is an equal opportunity 
employer.

WELCOME
Pen City Current

is excited to 

Deva
Ross

as the newest member 
to our team

Deva has joined Pen City Current as our Help Wanted 
Representative. When your business has open posi-
tions, Deva will work with you to develop an advertising 
campaign to attract the best candidates possible. Contact 
Deva today to get started.

(319) 316-2548
devar@pencitycurrent.com

www.pencitycurrent.com

#FirstFreshLocal

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?
Visit these Fort Madison neighborhood 

watch groups at RiverFest Fort Madison 
2018 for more information.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County

Conservation Board 
Meeting Agenda  

July 10, 2018 
6:00 p.m.  

Lee County
Conservation Center 

2652 Highway 61  
Montrose, IA 52639

1. Call to order
2. Approval of minutes 

from June 12, 2018
3. Public Input

This is the time of the 
meeting that a citizen 
may address the Board 
on any matters pertain-
ing to the Lee County 
Conservation Board. 
The Board cannot take 
formal action at the 
meeting on matters not 
included on the regular 
agenda, but may ask 
the staff to research 
the matter or have the 
matter placed on a sub-
sequent agenda.

4. Approval of Bills
5. Approval of Financial 

Report
6. Foundation Update
7. Staff Reports
8. Board Member Com-

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 

July 10, 2018
MEETING 

CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.

LOCATION:
Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Open Bids for Two Back-

up Generators 
Consider Awarding Bid 

for Back-up Generators 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, July 3, 2018 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Approval of 

Remote Access Policy 
Consider Approval of 

Resolution Modifying Five 
Year Road Program 

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

ments
9. Adjournment
Next regular meeting will 

be August 14, 2018  
Hearing and vision assis-

tance available upon request.  
Citizens are welcome to all 
LCCB meetings.

Consider Approval to 
Purchase Airfare for Two 
Health Department Em-
ployees to Attend Seminar 
Discussion of Changes to 
Sewage Treatment Systems 
Ordinance 

Reports:
A. Treasurer’s Semi An-

nual and Annual Report
B. Treasurer’s Report of 

Fees Collected
C. Sheriffs Report of Fees 

Collected (5)
D. Auditor’s Report of 

Fees Collected
Commission or Commit-

tee Reports
Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://seia.rapmls.com
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
mailto:info@casebine.com
mailto:devar%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Open your Eyes to a 
Bright New World 

with a Lash Lift

Uses your own eye lashes!

FREE Eye Brow Wax with 
your Lash Lift Service

expires June 30th, 2018

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
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   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation
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  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®
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   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

the classifieds

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 08 Jul

Clear Skies
High – 79.5º F | Low – 65.1º F

MON 09 Jul

Clear Skies
High– 85.6º F | Low – 67.1º F

TUE 10 Jul

Light Rain
High– 90.2º F | Low – 76.5º F

WED 11 Jul

Light Rain
High – 92.3º F | Low – 82.8º F

THU 12 Jul

Clear Skies
High– 93.7º F | Low – 84.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

brick is not ADA compliant so the concrete sidewalk 
has to be part of the plan.

Happ said the plan will not include any entry-
way steps past the concrete and will not have street 
impact, other than some planter boxes that are being 
planned that will help remove street water. The box 
had to be included as part of the plan to take the 
street water because the south side of Main Street 
didn’t qualify for the project until the street water 
removal piece was added.

Below the pervious brick will be four to six feet of 
a gravel filter base and then storage tanks that slowly 
allow the filtered water back into the city’s regular 
storm water lines.

Street planter boxes will also hold dirts and sands 
that the Department of Natural Resources has rec-
ommended as good filters for the storm water. The 
boxes would contain a native grass that would grow 
to about 18-24 inches high. The boxes would not 
inhibit parking, Happ said.

The boxes, if done precast, could save the city about 
$56,000 on the project. Happ said the revenue team 
at HRGreen is working to find ways to make the proj-
ect fit the allowable budget.

Driscoll said the city is also talking with Alliant 
about putting generic lighting in which could save 
some money. He said the city or Main Street could 
look at installing more decorative lighting as Main 
Street moves forward.

Happ said construction would take place block by 
block and not all at one time.

 “The contract will require them to take block one 
and demo that block and then the demo crew can go 
to the next block, while the next crews put the first 
block back together. We won’t let them go to the third 
block until the first is completed,” Happ said “We’re 
trying to minimize the disturbance to the business-
es because we recognize this is an interest to their 
stores. We feel by doing it block by block, we mini-
mize the impact on the business owner.”

He said it would take 45 to 60 days to demo and re-
build each block. But temporary entrances and access 
ramps will be provided for business owners.

The time table would put completion in November 
of 2019.

“We’ve had a bit of a time lapse with the different 
designs and cost-savings measures. We’re looking at a 
public hearing in December with construction set to 
begin in March or April and will take until Novem-
ber of 2019,” Happ said.

Councilman Chris Greenwald said he was glad 
there was so much communication going on between 
HRGreen and the business owners.

“I like what I hear as far as you’re working with 
the businesses. I think that’s great,” Greenwald said. 
“You’re taking them into consideration. That could be 
devastating to a business.”

In other action, the council:
• voted 5-1 to approve appointing someone to fill 

the position vacated by Travis Seidel’s resignation on 
June 15. Councilman Bob Morawitz voted against 
the measure saying the open seat should be voted on 
by those in the third ward. The appointment must be 
made by Aug. 15, per state law, but a petition could 
be filed by someone in the ward to force a special 
election.

• voted 6-0 to approve a professional services agree-
ment with HRGreen for design and construction 
services to replace Hwy. 61 from 2nd to 6th Streets. 
The construction is now set to begin next spring.

• voted 6-0 to approve a one-year contract for 
transportation services with Southeast Iowa Regional 
Planning commission effective July 1.

Curb, sidewalk 
project to begin 
in spring 2019

CURBS - Continued from Page 1
Brandenberger, and others 
also showed a passion for 
not letting the thing go 
dark.

They’ve brought back 
on-air personalities and 
are putting together a pro-
gram that includes 70s-90s 
music. Greenwald does a 
morning show with guests 
from all around Lee Coun-
ty. He said at one point 
that if that show made one 
person happy, “That’s a 
good day’s work.”

That jibes with our 
intentions here at Pen City 
Current. At times I try to 
focus on writing pieces 
that are light and in those 
efforts, if I can make a 
person smile....well, yeah...
that’s a good day’s work. If 
I do things a little different 
to let the natural come out, 

or a picture of a grandson 
or niece brings a smile to 
a relative’s face...we did a 
good thing.

I was on the way to the 
hospital with my daughter 
Kelsey for a rehab stint 
Monday and was listening 
to Z93 and “Silent Lucidity” 
by Queensryche came on. 
Some may know that song...
some may not, but for me it 
put a smile on my face.

I asked Kelsey to sit 
in the car with me and 
listen to the song....in the 
meantime I sent Jones a 
text....”Queensryche...you 
just made my day.”

The radio station has 
some fantastic out-of-the-
box advertising packages 
and they are working to 
bring the radio station into 
the full of Lee County, not 

just the south side. We 
need more of that effort as 
this old mentality of two 
sides of Lee County starts 
to fade into the past. This 
upstart radio station could 
be another small catalyst 
in a bigger picture.

Oh...and the Cardinals 
and Hawkeyes games are 
on there as well, so there’s 
that.

So if you’re anywhere 
in my age range, which 

depending on what mood 
you catch me in, could be 
a couple decades, turn the 
station over to 93.9 or 1310 
and give a listen. These are 
local people putting their 
best foot forward.

By the way, state law says 
fireworks stop tomorrow, 
so we can all stop holding 
our pets. But that’s Beside 
the Point.

City, county officials help bring 
KOKX back under local control

KOKX - Continued from Page 1

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://tkef.org/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
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