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Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Future Ready Iowa 
in good hands locally
In my generation, a four-year degree was the path 

often taken. “Get your degree” my mom would say. It 
took me a while to get my crap together, but I got it 
done.

I graduated in 1993, and I honestly don’t remem-
ber how much I paid for my school. I got some grant 
money and had to take out some loans. I think I 
finished paying them off about 10 years ago.

I took journalism classes from actual journalists. 
I think about that a lot. These guys left the field to 
teach...and get paid probably more than they made in 
the field.

One such teacher did a stint with the Boston Globe, 
one had a career at smaller Midwestern newspapers. 
My photography teacher was an older Asian man who 
taught me how to roll film in a dark room, and mix 
Dektol.

I’m not sure that I couldn’t or wouldn’t have learned 
the same thing just going into the field. Or interning...
or taking an apprenticeship. I did that to some degree. 
I was a stringer at the Burlington Hawk-Eye for years 
learning to cover high school sports. I think I could 
have kept doing that, seriously, and maybe have 
turned it into something full-time.

The journalism law stuff was learned in school. For 
sure I’ve used that many times, but I think a solid 
editor would have coached me through that.

What’s the point of all this garbage? I’m disenfran-
chised with a college degree. I think that doctors and 
lawyers need to go to college, biophysicists, oh..and 
the people that create medicines that save our loved 
one’s lives. They need to go to college, too. We count 
on them. I count on them. They made insulin and 
they made Letaris, both drugs that keep my youngest 
daughter alive.

She’s in college today, too. A college that I grew up 
wanting to go to and hoping some day my children 
would go to. The same college, that on Tuesday, had 
a group of guys get in the elevator with my daugh-
ter and scare her by jumping up and down in the 
elevator. And then saying, “Scoot to the back bitch.” 

See COLLEGE, page 6

Keokuk man wants tax relief city received

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE -  A Keokuk resi-
dent told Lee County Supervisors 
he wants his taxes forgiven on 
dilapidated property he purchased 
in June.

Dan Winn, a former city coun-
cilman and mayoral candidate 
in Keokuk, told supervisors he 
purchased a lot next to his home 
because the structure was in disre-
pair and had alleged squatters and 

drug use taking place inside. Winn 
said he’d like the taxes forgiven on 
that property because the board, at 
its meeting last week, forgave taxes 
on about 12 properties the city had 
purchased for the same reason.

 “Basically what I’m asking the 
board for is to give me the same 
consideration the city received for 
tax abatement on 12 properties,” 
Winn said.

 “I was just wondering if I could 
have the taxes forgiven on the 
property since I abated that my-
self.”

Winn said he spent $9,500 to 
have the property improved and 
now it’s his tax responsibility, but 
the city is doing the same thing 
and having its tax bill forgiven.

Supervisor Ron 
Fedler said the 
county had no 
choice but to ap-
prove the abatement 
under state law.

“The situation we 
ran into with abat-

ing on that property is it was gov-
erned under state law, where if the 
municipality requests the abate-
ment, state code says we “shall” do 
it, it doesn’t say we “may”,” Fedler 
told Winn. “But it only covers 
municipalities, it doesn’t cover 
business or industry, so we had no 
choice.”

Fedler said he understands the 

Supervisors say 
state code dictated 
city’s abatements

John Eberhardt, 
painter from Mon-
trose, took the 1st 
place booth award 
at Art-in-Central 
Park this Sunday, 
winning a stay at 
the jacuzzi suite at 
Quality Inn in Ft. 
Madison.  Robert 
Decker of Wapel-
lo took 2nd place 
winning a slot for 
the next show and 
mums from Matt’s 
Greenhouse.  Moon-
light Studio from 
Hannibal took third 
place booth award.

Courtesy photo

See TAXES, page 2

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Just 
before 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 4, 
everyone will probably be 
looking at their cellphones 
to see a message from the 

Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

FEMA will be conduct-
ing it’s first-ever nation-
wide test of the Integrated 
Public Alert and Warning 
Systems, Wireless Emer-
gency Alert system and 
the Emergency Alert 

System.
The test is being done 

to assess the operational 
readiness of the IPAWS 
infrastructure that allows 
a national distribution of 
emergency messages via 
text, and to identify any 
technological improve-

ments that may be needed 
in the system.

The test will take place 
in conjunction with the 
EAS and WEA system 
tests. The EAS test will 
work with radio, televi-

First-ever national text alert test next week

See TEST, page 3
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frustration of the proper-
ty owners.

Winn said the city was 
going to probably end 
up with the property one 
way or another, but said 
he decided to purchase 
the property and clean it 
up himself.

 “Well, when I read 
this, I talked to (Super-
visor) Matt (Pflug) about 
it and I said it looked to 
me like this is going to 
open up a can of worms, 
because people like me 
are going to say ‘What 
about me?’. There’s other 
people that have done the 
same thing.”

Winn said former City 
Administrator Aaron 
Burnett increased the 
amount of money Ke-

okuk is using to acquire 
abandoned properties. 
The city wants to get 
them down and the lot 
cleaned up so private 
investment can come in 
and get it back on the tax 
rolls. But Winn said this 
precedent is going to cost 
the county.

“There’s a whole lot 
more properties now that 
the city is going to even-
tually acquire, and every 
one of those is going to 
get the taxes forgiven, 
and the county’s going to 
take a hit over the next 
few years,” Winn said.

Pflug said his concern 
was now the city isn’t 
being aggressive enough 
going after the property 
owners to get properties 

cleaned up.
“My concern is that 

is the city being aggres-
sive in going after the 
property owners to get 
these cleaned up, or are 
they just rolling over and 
assuming the properties,” 
Pflug said. “It just seems 
like this thing could be-
come an epidemic going 
forward.”

Ron Fedler said resi-
dents could talk to the 
city about abating the 
city tax as an incentive to 
buy and clean up prop-
erties.

“Another thing is to 
talk to the city about 
abating the city tax, and 
help residents to do the 
same thing the city’s do-
ing and give an incentive 

to do it,” he said. “We 
have no control over the 
city tax, but that might 
be something you might 
want to approach the 
mayor and city council 
about.”

Supervisors approved 
the abatement of 12 
properties at its Sept. 18 
meeting. That abatement 
took $21,500 away from 
potential county reve-
nues.

“We and the board 
really had no choice,” 
Fedler said. “The statute 
(Lee County Attorney) 
Ross Braden outlined 
showed that we had to 
abate those properties.”

After the meeting, 
Wynn said he wasn’t re-
ally expecting the board 
to abate the taxes on the 
property, but brought it 

up to prove a point.
“I knew the city might 

get the property even-
tually, but it could’ve sat 
there for another five 
years and who knows 
what could happen in 
there in five years. So we 
took it upon ourselves. 
But now, other people 
might wait, or check with 
the city to see if it’s on 
their radar, and if the city 
says ‘yeah we’re gonna 
tear it down’, they’re not 
going to buy that. Once 
you buy it you assume all 
the responsibility for it.”

In other action, the 
board:

• voted 5-0 to appoint 
Tammy Hudson to the 
Lee County Board of 
Health through Jan. 1, 
2020.

• voted 5-0 to continue 

to give a $10,000 annual 
contribution to the Great 
River Housing Trust 
Fund.

• voted 5-0 to approve 
building a dividing wall 
at the South Lee County 
Courthouse to provide 
additional office space to 
the Lee County Attor-
ney’s staff.

• voted 5-0 to proclaim 
October as National Vot-
er Registration Month.

• discussed issuing 
a budget amendment 
to help with additional 
maintenance costs at 
both courthouses, but 
took no action.

Municipal abatements will impact county’s budget
TAXES - Continued from Page 1
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Sports/Classifieds

9/25 MID-DAY
6 1 1

9/25 EVENING
8 9 0

9/25 MID-DAY
3 5 9 3

9/25 EVENING
7 7 0 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

9/25
8 16 32 48 61
Mega Ball: 12
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly. Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

the classifieds
HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 198591W-01

We Offer Competitive Wages 
and  Comprehensive

Benefits Package

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers

Under Search Jobs: Click - 
US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information 

and requirements
   

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an
E-Verify Employer

DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

09/25/18 - 10:57 - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a 
report of a vandalism in the 
100 block of Storms Court.
09/25/18 - 10:57 - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a larceny/theft 
in the Fort Madison area.
09/25/18 - 10:57 - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
400 block of Avenue E.
09/25/18 - 10:57 - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1200 block of Avenue D.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/25/18 - 11:09 a.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Ron Lloyd Law-
son, II, 41, of Keokuk, at 
the sheriff’s office, on a 
court-ordered hold. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/25/18 - 1:38 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested William Eugene 
Watkins, 51, of Keokuk, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
charges of 5th-degree 
theft and criminal trespass. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/25/18 - 7:53 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Hwy 218 where 
a vehicle driven by Scott 
Lee Fox, 43 of Canton, 
Mo., lost control in a wind 

gust and struck a guard rail 
near the overpass at Exit 
19. No injuries or citations 
were reported at the scene.
09/26/18 - 12:28 a.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Jarrod 
Ray Hagmeier, 37, of 
Keokuk, at the Lee County 
Jail and on a charge of 
disorderly conduct. He 
remained in custody.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

09/25/18 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls and 
one burnt complaint, 
one car accident.

sion and cable operators in all U.S. territories and tribal lands.
Lee County Emergency Management coordinator Steve Cirinna said the system is 

actually been in place for some time but they are doing a national test of the system.
“This is the same system they use for the Amber Alerts, that’s the system their test-

ing. They’ve used it quite a bit for Amber Alerts and some of the bigger disasters, but 
this is the first time they’ve done a national test of the system,” Cirinna said. “People 
will get that alarm and then they’ll get a text that will go off and show up on their 
phones.”

“I haven’t seen what the exact wording is, but it will test only where you have text 
capability and strictly on your cellphones.”

The test was originally set for Sept. 20, but FEMA and the other agencies decided 
to push the event back a couple weeks while they dealt with the impact of Hurricane 
Florence on the nation’s southeast coastal region.

Test will alert cellphone users via test
TEST - Continued from Page 1

Mepo hands FMHS spikers 
four-set road loss

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MEDIAPOLIS - The FMHS Lady 
Bloodhounds lost Tuesday night at Me-
diapolis and are an even 3 and 3 in their 
last six volleyball matches after winning 
seven straight.

The Hounds got a quick start with 
a 25-21 win, but they lost momentum 
after falling 25-27 in the second set, after 
holding an eight-point lead. The Lady 
Bulldogs ran away with the third and 
fourth sets 18-25 and 12-25 to take the 
match.

Head Coach Kent Bailey said a lull in 
serving efficiency in the second set was 
the Lady Hounds unraveling.

“The match turned in the second 
game when Fort Madison was up 14-6 
and proceeded to miss two of our next 
3 serves.  Mediapolis made a run and 
ended up winning the game and the 
momentum. At that point Mediapolis 
played great defense the last two games 
and didn’t let many of our hits find the 

floor,” Bailey said.
“We’ve got some things we can take 

back to our gym and work on.  It’s a 
busy week with Homecoming activities, 
but Fairfield comes to our gym next 
Tuesday and we’ll need to be fired up 
and ready to go.”

Senior Kaeli Hutson led the Hounds 
with a perfect night serving at 14 of 14. 
She was also 22-24 hitting with four 
kills, and 20 digs.

Sophomore Lauren Bailey had 30 as-
sists to set up the hitters and had 11 digs 
on the night.

Junior Jillian Wiseman had 12 kills to 
lead FMHS at the net with 27-30 hitting. 
Jassmine Bass was 29-33 hitting with 
nine kills and lead Fort Madison with 
four blocks.

The Hounds fall to 14-7 on the season, 
but are still a perfect 5-0 in the South-
east Conference and host Fairfield on 
Tuesday.

In the junior varsity contest, the 
Hounds won 25-21, 19-21 and 15-4. The 
freshman team also won 21-18, 21-11.

OK
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SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

Parts
Labor
(That’s Chaz & Ned)

&
Fri., Oct. 5
7pm-10pm

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290
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From small repairs to major diagnostics...We service all makes & models!
experience the diFFerence

SPIN TO WIN 
Save a little extra, earn a little more 
when you spin the wheel at Griffins 

with every visit you make now 
through September 30th, 2018. 

 Like us on Facebook!

WHY CHOOSE US?

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Excludes tires and batteries.
Cannot combine with any other

offers. One time use. Valid for
a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

DIFM-20974184 US

Improve gas mileage, protect engine parts and prolong 
the life of your vehicle with routine maintenance. 
Ask your service advisor for details.

September 1 - October 31, 2018
Visit technetprofessional.com for promotion details.
*Get $10 in the form of a TECHNET Professional Visa® Prepaid Card by mail with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest® oil filter and air filter with oil change service OR 
get a $15 Visa prepaid card with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest oil filter, air filter and cabin air filter with oil change service. Offer valid September 1, 2018 through 
October 31, 2018. Maximum rebate is $15 per vehicle. Restrictions apply. Void where prohibited. Offer may not be combined with any other discount, offer or rebate. Participating 
locations only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit 
cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at midnight EST the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.

by mail with purchase and  
installation of qualifying filters 
with oil change service.

Ask for details.

$15*

 GET
 UP TO 

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE & 
INSTALLATION OF QUALIFYING 
FILTERS WITH OIL CHANGE SERVICE.

Rebate ends October 31st, 2018
See store for more details.

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

Custom Exhaust Work
 with Over 35 Years 

Experience!
From 1927 Fords to 2019 Dodges

& Everything in between!

Industry 
Accredited, Dependale 

& Friendly Staff
ASE

Certified Technicians
Text reminders 

& updates
6 Mos. Same As Cash

Up-To-Date 
Equipment

Clean, comfortable
waiting room with 

FREE WIFI

Online Scheduling & 
Digitial Inspection 

Reports

Earn credit with
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card*

Honest & Reliable 
Service

Customer Referral
 Program

Free Pick Up & 
Delivery in Ft. Madison

Ask Patty* Female 
Friendly Certified

INTRODUCING:
36 months/36,000 miles

PARTS & LABOR 
Nationwide Warranty

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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From the Front/Weather

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 27 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 67.3º F | Low – 55.1º F

FRI 28 Sep

Light Rain
High– 59.0º F | Low – 39.4º F

SAT 29 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 51.1º F | Low – 44.0º F

SUN 30 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 51.8º F | Low – 50.9º F

MON 01 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 69.4º F | Low – 65.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

Place your ad
online 24/7

Seriously.... I just want 
to patrol the elevator 
for Monster-drinking 
egomaniacs with my 
3-wood. I hit that better.

So yeah, I’m a little 
disenfranchised with 
colleges. Short of parents 
being in a position to 
squirrel away savings and 
pay out of pocket for col-
lege (which now exceeds 
more than $100,000 for 
a four-year degree all in) 
or scholarships. Parents 
through the Federal Par-
ent Plus loan buy a new 
home every time a child 
goes to college. That’s 
what it costs.

But local and state offi-
cials are putting together 
programming that reach-
es out to high school 
students at a younger age 
to showcase the value 
of a two-year degree, 
certificate program, or 
vocational program. 
Trisha Hopper teaches 
a great program at SCC 
that awards Associates of 
Applied Sciences degrees 
in just two years. Those 

folks are in the work-
force with those degrees 
making money. The 
junior college is stepping 
up with other programs 
for vocations like weld-
ing, maintenance, etc. At 
a fraction of the cost of 
four-year schools.

I spent a couple hours 
Tuesday listening to area 
economic development 
officials wrack their 
brains on how to fill 
skilled labor positions in 
southeast Iowa as part 
of Governor Kim Reyn-
olds’ Future Ready Iowa 
initiative. In a nutshell, 
Reynolds wants to add 
130,000 Iowans to the list 
of those with some form 
of post-secondary certif-
icate or degree by 2025. 
That’s in six years. The 
state started the initiative 
at 58.3% so as Reynolds 
said, “We were in a pretty 
place to start.”

I don’t know how many 
high school or junior 
high students for that 
matter, read Beside the 
Point, but I know some 

parents do. Have that 
conversation with your 
child. There are great 
jobs right here in south-
east Iowa...good paying 
jobs, and how great 
would it be to have no 
college debt, or at least a 
greatly reduced amount 
of debt, and then go 
into the workforce and 
earn money rather than 
spending it.

FMHS Principal Greg 
Smith has been building 
and rebuilding vocation-
al programs at the high 
school since he took over 
as principal. He spoke 
Tuesday at the Future 
Ready summit in Burl-
ington. Huffman Weld-
ing & Manufacturing’s 
Jason Huffman and Brian 
Langerud of Pinnacle 
also spoke.

Clearly these folks are 
way smarter than I am at 
looking at those syner-
gies and how we help 
employers and students 
at the same time. They 
are expending energy 
and time trying to work 

together with industries 
who, right now, have 
good paying jobs they 
can’t fill. Educators are 
working with industry 
leaders to create pro-
grams, and industries are 
helping educators create 
curriculums.

They’re the smart and 
effective players here. I’m 
just the one that gets to 
write to our readership 
and inform them of the 
good things going on. 
And encourage you to 
have those conversations 
with your children.

And wasn’t it great to 
see area artists sitting 
around our town on Sun-
day drawing and paint-
ing....and chalking, our 
buildings and landscapes 
as part of the Art-in-
Central Park’s Plein Air 
art competition. I had a 
chance to talk to a few 
of them and they were 
really excited about the 
competition being added 
in Lee County.

But that’s Beside the 
Point

Universities should take notice of Future Ready
COLLEGE - Continued from Page 1

http://www.grrwa.com

	Front Page
	From the Front
	Area News
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Sports
	For the Record
	From the Front
	Area News
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Real Estate
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	iWitnessBullying.org
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Beside the Point
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Great River Regional Waste Authority

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


