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PAW helps rescue 77 Shih Tzu

that’s been caring for
them called us last week
and said there were 60.
When we got to the
home there were 77
Brown said the local

Originally published

Janwary 24, 2017 PAW facility wouldn’t be
able to handle all 77, so
she contacted AHeinze57

BY CHUCK out of DeSoto, Iowa to
VANDENBERG assist in the rescue, which
PCC EDITOR

Monday.
FORT MADISON - The

local PAW animal shelter
is 37 dogs heavier after
helping rescue 77 Shih
Tzus from a home in Bur-
lington today.

Sandy Brown, director
of the Fort Madison PAW
shelter said she was noti-
fied before Christmas that
a lady in Burlington had
a number of pure bread

Brown said.

wonderful”

took place on Friday and

“They specialize in
special needs animals, so
they took the very young
and the old and we took
the ones in the middle”

“We just gave them a
Yorkie that needed to
have two knees replaced
and they’ve just been

Safe and sound

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Pictured is one of the 37 Shih Tzu that the Fort Madison P.A.W. shelter
inherited over the weekend and Monday. You can help sponsor or do-
nate to by visiting www.pawfortmadison.com.

Brown said it was her

Shih Tzu dogs that needed understanding that the last year and then she a “hording” case, the going on for a couple of
to be re-homed. At that woman was a breeder had taken ill and things animals were in relatively  years,” Brown said. “We
time the number was 30. ho’s husband had died got out of hand. She said  good care.

“Well, the gentleman that even though it was “This has to have been See PUPPIES, page 10

Originally published
Jannary 10, 2017

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Most young children
have dreams of what they want to be when
they grow up. Typically those dreams change
as we mature and move into adulthood. But
sometimes they don't.

When Patti Wachtendorf takes over the
helm of the Iowa State Penitentiary in early
February it will be a culmination of a dream
she had as a young teenager in Carthage.

“You didn’t want to be a warden when you
were growing up?,” Wachtendorf said in a
Monday morning interview at the ISP facil-
ity. “I watched a movie, and I wish I could
think of the name of it, it was back in the late
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60s- early 70s and the inmates were abused.
And I thought it was terrible so I was gonna
go in and change the world”

She said most kids when she was in school
thought they had to be a cop to change the
world. When she was in high school she
wrote letters to wardens to see if she could
go see their facilities and three said yes.

“So I went from Carthage to Rockwell
City which was a long way and then to two
prisons in Illinois,” she said.

Wachtendorf began her career with the
Department of Corrections in 1983 at ISP.
She was a Correctional Officer, Investigator,
Senior Correctional Officer, Correctional
Counselor and Treatment Services Director.
She left Fort Madison in December 1997
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when she was appointed as Treatment Ser-
vices Director at the Mount Pleasant Correc-
tional Facility. In January 2001, she became
the Security Director at Iowa Correctional
Institute for Women in Mitchellville and
then Deputy Warden in July of 2006.

I'm excited to come back home. I have
children and grandchildren here,” she said.
“I've always wanted to work in corrections
and my ultimate goal has always been max-
imum security warden and Fort Madison is
home?”

Wachtendorf will be replacing current
Warden Nick Ludwick, who is retiring after
close to 42 years in Jowa and Michigan

See REINS, page 6
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January & February

Looking
back on
2017

Editors Note:

As the year comes to a
close, it is customary to
look back at the stories
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an
all-digital newspaper
with multiple social
media channels, we have
many avenues to consider
when deciding to review
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the
Top 10 Best Read news
articles from our website
pencitycurrent.com and
the Top 10 Facebook
posts that impressed the
most readers from each
month.

Each issue of 2017 - A
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these
stories as they originally
appeared.

These stories touched
thousands of lives this
year, whether they were
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or
bad.

We hope you enjoy
looking back on the year
with us as we usher in
a new year filled with
new stories. You can rest
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the
manner you've become
accustomed to — wheth-
er youre reading them
on our website, on our
mobile app, in our e-
Edition, or in any of our
social media channels.

We thank you for your
patronage and wish you a
peaceful new year.

Scan the code to

Subscribe today
Paid & Free Options Available!
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HTC kicks off new building campaign

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCCEDITOR

WEST POINT - A $6
million building campaign
was the kickstart of the
2017 Catholic Schools
week for the Holy Trinity
School systems on Mon-
day.

More than 400 people
packed the Holy Trinity
Catholic gymnasium in
West Point Monday to
kick off the campaign with
school and local officials
speaking to the group after
a mass was celebrated.

Dennis Menke, the
campaign chairman, along
with wife Kate, for the
Holy Trinity Catholic El-
ementary School project,
said he was hoping to raise
the money in six months,
but he knew it was a big
ask.

“It's my hope that we
can raise this money
in six months,” he said.
“That way we would start
construction at the end
of the school year. Our
archdiocese in Davenport
mandates that we have a
minimum of 60% of the
funds before we can begin
work. That means we
would need $3.6 million to
start the work”

HTC Chief Adminis-
tration Officer Michael

Sheerin said he had to
leave immediately after
the ceremonies due to his
daughter giving birth.

“What a great day to
share possibly the birth of
our first grandchild and
the birth of this wonderful
project to send us into
generations to come,’
Sheerin said.

Brian Foecke, the HTC
Foundation Board presi-
dent addressed the crowd
first.

“I didn't actually look
it up, but I'd bet it’s been
around 50 years since
a new catholic school
building has been built in
Lee County, lowa. Think
about that...50 years,”
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Hi-Ho!

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

At top, HTC Principal Michael Sheerin tells
the kindergarten class to prepare to go to
work as the school kicks off the HTC Ele-
mentary School Project campaign Monday.
Above, it was a full house at the ceremo-
ny and at left, Sheerin and Bob Carr lead
a parade of children through the crowd.

Originally published

January 30, 2017

Foecke said.

Several dignitaries spoke
to the audience including
Davenport Diocese Super-
intendent Lee Morrison;
Brad Box, HTC School
Board president, and

Father Bruce DeRamme-
laere, about the rich her-
itage and history of the
Catholic school system in
Lee County.

Then Sheerin and
principal Bob Carr led a
parade of kindergartners
singing the Seven Dwarfs

mantra, “Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it’s
off to work I go,” donned
in yellow construction hats
and some carrying shovels.
The project will entail
demolishing the current

school buildings aside
from the gym and rebuild-
ing it to make the whole
campus enclosed for great-
er efficiency and security
and to bring the facilities
into the 21st century.

“The project will replace
the entire school cam-
pus for the elementary
students at HTC,” said
Menke. “We need to
replace our school because
it’s over 100 years old and
it doesn't fit the style. They
don’t teach school and
classes the way they did
100 years ago. Students
today need an environ-
ment they can learn in.
There are no such things
as blackboards and chalk
anymore. It all has to do
with I-pads and comput-
ers. This current campus
can't be retrofitted to work
the way we want it to”

“This will get us a new
building, a new cafeteria
and restrooms that will be
connected to the gym. So
when we have games and
activities in the gym we
can have the cafeteria right
there and it will be very
user friendly”

Menke said after the
kickoff event today, efforts
will get underway to
communicate with alumni
and community partners
to help educate possible
donors about the facility.

“Right now we're kicking
this off. But our next thing
will be to contact peo-
ple away from here, the

See BUILDING, page 9
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JDRF wins with
CINCH Fantasy Draft

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The 2016 Tri-State
Rodeo Committee promoted a new
opportunity for area businesses to give
back to their favorite charity. A Fantasy
Draft for the CINCH Shootout made its
debut at this year’s event.
Seven local businesses
paid to play with a $500
donation. The CINCH
Shootout was held on
Wednesday, September
7th, 2016.

The teams involved

Originally published
January 26, 2017

The 2016 winning team was spon-
sored by Jim Baier Dodge who chose the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund (JDRF)
in honor of Isabella Baier and Parker
Denning.

“I would like to thank the local busi-
nesses who participated
in the CINCH Fantasy
Draft and congratula-
tions to Jamie and Jim
Baier Dodge for picking
the winning team. I
couldn’t be more excited
personally on who Jamie

were Fleck Sales; Amer-
iprise Financial, Joshua
Denning & Associates; Jim Baier Dodge;
Lee County Bank; Catfish Bend Casino;
Baxter Construction; and Huffman Farm
and Home. Each team had a captain,
who was also a contestant in the CINCH
Shootout, to help draft the remaining
members of their team. Teams picked a
contestant for each event. The CINCH
Shootout features seven events including
Bareback Riding; Steer Wrestling; Team
Roping; Saddle Bronc Riding; Tie-Down
Roping; Girls Barrel Racing; and Bull
Riding. The team with the most points
based on 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place finishes
in each event was declared the winner

of the prize purse worth $3,500 to be
donated to the charity of their choosing.

chose as both of our
families have been affect-
ed by Type 1 Diabetes,” expressed Josh
Denning, Tri-State Rodeo Chairman.

The 2017 CINCH Shootout will be
held Wednesday, September 6th during
the Tri-State Rodeo at the C.E. “Eddie”
Richards Arena, where top cowboys and
cowgirls compete for $120,000 in total
prize money for this one night event.

“The CINCH Fantasy Draft is anoth-
er way local businesses come together,
give back and have fun while they do
it. We look forward to the 2017 CINCH
Shootout with plans to make it bigger
and better;” stated Josh Denning.

Tickets to the 2017 Tri-State Rodeo
and the CINCH Shootout will go on sale
in April.

Courtesy photo

Jim Baier donation

JDREF is the big winner here. Jamie Baier of Jim Baier Ford in Fort Mad-
ison, donated his winnings from the 2016 CINCH Shootout Fantasy
Draft to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Baier is joined by
Josh Denning, of Ameriprise Financial, Josh Denning and Associates.
Denning is the chairman of the Tri-State Rodeo.
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1his guy just keeps on runnin’

Mohrfeld will
pass 40 years
in the green-
house game in
February

Originally published
Jannary 16, 2017

been doing, Mohrfeld,
who left Iowa State Uni-

BY CHUCK versity before starting his
VANDENBERG business, is now just about
PCC EDITOR

a year away from a degree
in Agronomy. Clearly the

FORT MADISON - “It's degree isn’t what posi-

an evolution, not a revo-

A tioned Mohrfeld for the
1ut1on.’ success he’s had, so going
That’s a quote from after the degree begged

60-year-old Matt Mohr- the question, why?

feld in response to a basic “The mind is like the
question about the flower | dy and you have to
business. keep working to keep it

But a twinkle in his
eye, and the wide smile
he shares with everyone,
shows maybe it’s more of
his mantra on life than a
business perspective.

The owner and found-
er of Matt’s Greenhouse
will roll over 40 years in
business on Feb. 22 and
clearly has no plans to
step aside. A Chamber

mbassador call has been
set for Feb. 24 at his office
at the top of 15th Street.

“I may lean into, but 'm
not stepping out of it,” he
said Friday morning in his
warehouse office nestled
between the white rows
of greenhouses where his
wholesale bedding plant
business, literally, regrows
every year.

As evidence that he has
no intention of sliding
away from the work he’s

strong,” Mohrfeld said.
“And I have a 14-year-old
son at home there’s only
one way he’s going to
learn and that’s by some-
body doing it”

This is highly believable
coming from a man who
literally at times will run
across the state of Iowa
with a group of friends,
can constantly be seen on
Facebook crossing a finish
line or barking encour-
agement to his son, Jacob
or another human fish
while perched at the end
of a swimming pool with
a stopwatch.

Mohrfeld’s life seems,
and feels, even in a short
hour-long conversation,
like a race. But not a race
to see how much can be
done before it ends, but
more of race of ‘what’s
next...a constant drive to...

Still growing

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

With his 40th anniversary rolling over in February, Fort Madison’ Matt Mohrfeld is still reaching
for the stars. At 60, he’s about a year away from getting a degree in Agronomy that he started,
more than 40 years ago. An avid runner, Mohrfeld said his role is more visionary now than day-

to-day, and his plans are simply to stay viable.

well...evolve.

Matt’s Greenhouse
started in 1976 when he
took over a two-block
area at the bottom of the
bluff on Avenue B that
his brother Rich had just
purchased.

“There was a stumbling
little greenhouse there,
the old Auge Green-
house,” Mohrfeld said. “I
came home from ISU and
said, hey, I'd like to run
a garden center there. So
that spring I did and that’s
how it all started,” he said.

About a year later,
Mohrfeld acquired a flow-
er shop near Faeth’s called
the East End Florist.
Shortly after opening that
he closed it and incorpo-
rated the customer base

14
| came home
from ISU and
said, ‘Hey, I'd like
to run a garden
center there’. So
that spring | did,
and that’s how it
all started.”

-Matt Mohrfeld
founder Matt's
Greenhouse

into his other greenhouse.
Then in 1989 he pur-
chased the “Cushman’s”
building on the highway

FULLENKAMP

Insurance Agency, Inc

Proud to provide exceptional service
and professional excellence.

and moved the retail
garden and flower shop
there. In 1998 he grabbed
the property east of the
rodeo arena and started

a massive expansion for
wholesale bedding plants.
In 2000 he married his
wife Beth and in 2003
Jacob was born. Jacob
attends Holy Trinity and
competes in tri-athalons
and swims competitive-
ly for Burlington High
School.

Now, Mohrfeld said he
has the fifth largest whole-
sale greenhouse operation
in the state. He credits his
start in the wholesale side
to Phil Beebe of Wever.

“At that time I had the
retail business, I was also
doing some work for Phil
and I really started to
learn the wholesale side
of the business. He was
starting to grow beyond
his capacity and told me

to get into the business
and even asked me to take
over a route and that sent
me off onto this wholesale
bedding plant business.”

As a result of a self-de-
scribed “Conserva-
tive-aggressive approach
to expansion”, Mohrfeld
partnered with Quincy’s
Niemann Foods (County
Market, Save-A-Lot, Ace
Hardware) who is now his
largest customer.

“The first year I sold
for them, they wrote me
a check for $5,000, and
last year they wrote me a
check for $1 million. That
should give you some
sense of where we're at”

Indeed. Mohrfeld said
his customer base ranges
from just north of St. Lou-
is. Mo., north to Clinton,
Iowa and east to just this
side of Champaign, IlL.

See EVOLUTION, page 5
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Mobhrfeld to finish college
degree with ISU

EVOLUTION - Continued from Page 4

with limited customers to
the west of Fort Madison.

The biggest hurdles he’s
seen in the past 40 years?

“Probably most of them
myself,” he said.

“As you grow you have
to manage and think and
learn. You have to change
with the market and the
nice thing in my business
is it’s an evolution and not
a revolution”

He also said one of the
keys to his success - and
a constantly developing
part of his business - is
attracting, retaining and
training employees. His
company over the past
five years has put $2.5
million in payroll back
into the local economy.
He has a regular staff of
about 10 full-time em-
ployees, but expands to
60 during the planting
season which runs from
the beginning of the year
until about June, where
he says then production
and distribution start to
overlap.

“You have to build that
staff...team if you will....

a family, and then keep
working, growing that
new customer base. We're
just now adding a cus-
tomer development per-

son. We want to use social
media this year to tell our
story a little better about
our team,” he said.

A Facebook post this
past week showed Mohr-
feld moving around a
whiteboard in his office in
a red hoodie with an old
digital scoreboard in the
background pointing to
attributes he’s looking for
as he literally broadcasts
his new Customer Devel-
opment opening.

“We had a response to
that video in two min-
utes. Two minutes.. and
we've had at least 12 more
come in since then. It was
incredible. And I never
would have done that had
I not gone back to work
on finishing my degree. I
learned that in a leader-
ship training class.”

Mohrfeld also said he is
passionate about keeping
the business as energy
friendly as possible. He
had solar panels erected
on a north greenhouse
and said that’s reducing
his energy demand and
he may look at expanding
that in the future as well.

His cessation plans are
simple, especially for a
man who thinks he may
live forever.

14
You have to
change with the
market and the
nice thing in my
business is it’s an
evolution and not
a revolution.”

-Matt Mohrfeld
Matt's Greenhouse

“I'm going keep making
it an aggressive viable
business and surround
myself with quality people
and see what happens
down the road. I have no
immediate intentions of
retiring, but a very imme-
diate intention of taking
on a different role. For the
past five years I've taken
on more of a visionary
role than a day-to-day
role and that’s going to
continue,” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s a question that
everybody asks and I tell
everyone, ‘Everybody’s
going to die but me.. but
I could be wrong about
that?”

In his garden

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Matt Mohrfeld looks over some of the seedling bedding plants in one of
his greenhouses north of Fort Madison. Mohrfeld will be celebrating 40
years in business in February.
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Steffensmeier, Schneider win awards
Originally published January 4, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/04/
steffensmeier-schneider-receive-development-awards/

Crusaders back on track with win at VB
Originally published January 11, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/10/
merschman-leads-htc-win-vb/

Main St. kitchen treats Main St. supporters
Originally published January 23, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/22/local-
chefs-raise-2600-main-street/

DOC names former ISP officer warden
Originally published January 8, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/06/
former-isp-officer-tapped-new-warden/

Hopper’s 21 paces new-look Crusaders
Originally published January 22, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/20/

crusaders-studying-chemistry-winning-games/

We will be closed Christmas Day and New Years Day!
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Wachtendorf: Nick did the hard stuff

REINS - Continued from Page 1

Outgoing warden

Photo courtesy of lowa State Penitentiary

Nick Ludwick will be retiring as warden at ISP after seven years at the
facility and forty-two years total in the Michigan and lowa prison sys-

tems.

prison systems on advice
of his medical care team.
Ludwick has been bat-
tling melanoma cancer
for close to 12 years, the
last five in Stage 4.

“My medical team told
me it was time to go play;,’
he said.

Wachtendorf credits
Ludwick with position-
ing the new facility for
success.

“Nick’s
done all
the hard
stuff. He
did the
hard stuff
moving
from
old to new and dealing
with the construction,”
she said. “We had some
(in Mitchellville) too
but we’re not maximum

WACHTENDORF

security. He got the staff
to adapt and offenders to
adapt. He’s handled all
the hard work of con-
struction and got most
of the bugs worked out.
I think there’s still a few
bugs to work out. Nick
will get me up to speed
on all the issues remain-
ing as far as construc-
tion.”

Part of that hard stuff

was getting the new
facility up and running
and offenders transferred
over from the old site.
Ludwick said the public
perception was tough
but internally everyone
stayed on message.

“We managed that here.
I spoke with staft often
about our delayed moves
and getting raked over
the coals, if you will, with
the delayed move and
the additional budget. I
convinced staff that this
was no fault of our own.
Our work is ongoing and
the move is only one facet
of the assimilation and
continuation of the pro-
cess of getting this place
up and running”

He said he’s lauded staff
about their strong family
ties at the prison and a
real sense of commu-
nity at and away from
the workplace. And that
focus helps offset the bad
news on the outside.

Lee County Supervisor
Ron Fedler, who spent
more than two decades as
a guard at the prison, said
he wished Wachtendorf
all the best. “As a super-
visor I look forward to
working with her and the
Lee County Board looks
for a long and prosperous
relationship with her and
the Iowa State Peniten-
tiary”

Ludwick said he’s leav-
ing completely confident
in Wachtendorf’s leader-
ship.

“I leave begrudging-
ly, because I'm leaving
before I wanted to leave
for medical reasons.”
Ludwick said. “But I
leave very confident in
Patti. Our styles are very
similar in walking and

14
There are two
types of silence
in a prison and
only one of which
IS acceptable.
The potential
Is always there
for unrest, but
when we do
what we do and
train others to
do the same
you can prevent
things from going
wrong.”

-Nick Ludwick
Outgoing ISP Warden

talking, we have high ex-
pectations for staff, we’re

both extremely accessible.

We believe that humor,
when used appropriately
in the workplace, real-
ly helps in this type of
environment. Every day
can go bad in this type
of institution. There are
two types of silence in a
prison and only one of
which is acceptable. The
potential is always there
for unrest, but when we
do what we do and train
others do the same you
can prevent things from
going wrong.”

He also said that he be-
lieves, in a spiritual sense,
that he’s been afforded
special favors in his battle
with cancer for the work
that he’s done.

“I'll return home to my

family and I may write.
My only regret is not
coming to Iowa sooner,’
Ludwick said. “It’s been
that positive of an expe-
rience. To see the staff
interactions and interac-
tions with offenders. It’s
just been great to have
been a part of that culture
change”

“I would like to thank
the people of Iowa and
my staff. Everyone has
known I've been battling
a medical situation, but
I've had an open book
about it,” Ludwick said.
“The biggest thing for
me is thanking citizens
of Fort Madison and the
support they’ve given me.
I leave with head held
high, sooner than I would
have preferred, but know-
ing full well that I have a
capable replacement who
is also a personal friend.
My work is complete”

Wachtendorf said
she’s looking forward to
becoming a part of the
Fort Madison community
and helping to continue
educating and updating
locals on the prison’s
operations.

“It’s part of our job to
talk about the positive
things that happen. It’s
not all gloom and doom
and there are great things
the prisons do. It’s not all
negative. I like to go out
and speak to the Kiwanis
and local groups and help
educate the community.

I don’t want them to be
afraid of the prison. We
employee a lot of people
and I want those people
to be proud they work
here and see we can help
make a difference in
peoples lives. That’s why

were here”

A look back

Photo courtesy of Emily Woodruff, lowa Public Radio

Current warden Nick Ludwick chats with an lowa Public Radio reporter
during the opening of the new ISP facility in 2015. Patti Wachtendorf,
a former ISP staffer, will be taking over in early February. Ludwick is
retiring on medical advice after a twelve-year battle with cancer.


http://www.holytrinityschools.org/

Pen City Current - December 26, 2017 - 7

2017 - A Year in Review: January & February

Originally published
February 12, 2017

At the scene

The lowa Department of Criminal Investigation, along with the Lee County Sheriff’s office, is
investigating a dead body found around 11 a.m. Saturday in the Indian Path Park just past the
Des Moines / Lee County line on the north side of the highway along the Skunk River. The
lowa State Patrol, Lee County Ambulance Service, Wever Fire and the Des Moines County
Sheriff’'s Department assisted at the scene. DCI will be handling the investigation.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Task Force arrests
three FM residents
on drug charges

The Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force reports
the arrest of three Fort
Madison, Iowa residents
on misdemeanor and
felony drug charges.

Bradley Glenn Traman,

Originally published
Jebruary 23, 2017

Family member confirms ID
of body found at Skunk River

CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEVER - The body
that was discovered at
Indian Path Park off
Highway 61 Saturday

Originally published
Jebruary 13, 2017

morning around 11 a.m. has been identified by a
family member as James Merlin Nelson, 42, formerly
of Fairfield.

According to Nelson’s sister, Gina Ollom of Fair-
field, Nelson had been working construction at the

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Men *« Women ¢ Kids
Multi-Dimensional Color
High Fashion Cuts
Special Occasion Styles
Perms & More

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

Gterneelle’ Beaute’ Tl Service Sadon

1302 Ave. G ¢ Ft. Madison, Ia

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Iowa Fertilizer Company in Wever, but she was un-
aware of his current occupation. According to Ollom,
Nelson had a girlfriend in the Burlington area and
was staying with her.

Ollom said she has not been told the cause of death.
Ollom was notified of her brother’s death at 6 p.m.
Saturday by the State Department of Criminal Inves-
tigations. “We still haven’t been told what the cause of
death is and that’s very frustrating,” said Ollom.

The state DCI is leading the investigation with help
from the Lee County Sheriff’s Department and Iowa
State Patrol.

30, Robert Daniel Wag-
ner, 50, and Sherri Lynn
Donaldson (photo not provided), 23, all of 2703 Avenue
M, Fort Madison, Iowa were arrested on February 21,
2017 at their residence on misdemeanor and felony drug
charges.

Traman is charged with Possession with Intent to De-
livery Methamphetamine, Less Than Five Grams Second
or Subsequent Offense, a class C felony
with an enhancement, Maintaining a
Drug House, an aggravated misdemean-
or, Possession Of Methamphetamine,

a serious misdemeanor, Possession Of
Marijuana, a serious misdemeanor, and
Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia, a sim-
ple misdemeanor. If convicted, Traman
faces up to 34 years and 30 days in a state
correctional facility. Traman was also
arrested on a Parole Violation warrant.

Wagner and Donaldson are both
charged with Maintaining A Drug House,
an aggravated misdemeanor, and Pos-
session Of Drug Paraphernalia, a simple
misdemeanor. If convicted, Donaldson
and Wagner each face up to 1 year and 30 days in a state »
correctional facility.

The arrests of Wagner, Donaldson, and Traman stem
from an investigation by the Lee County Narcotics Task
Force into allegations that they were involved in the
use and/or distribution of illegal narcotics in the Fort
Madison area.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Fort Madison Police
Department, Iowa Division of Narcotics Enforcement,
Lee County Sherift’s Office, and the 8th Judicial District
of Probation and Parole assisted the Lee County Narcot-
ics Task Force in this investigation.

TRAMAN

WAGNER

Elevated Comfort.

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staffis fabulous!”
- Mark M.

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fitall your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites

Fort Madison. Towa Like us on Facebook!

Fort Madison, 1A 52627
Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com
Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

EridaySDecembeg29Lyz30pm
19

RN
i

1135 Ave. E * Wednesday-Saturday 5:00pm

Savekor
vear

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25%.

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
there to show you rates and terms that can help
you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank’

*Annual Percentage Yield as of 06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank's discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.
Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some

products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available
for ferms fess than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service,

FDIC
State Farm Bank, FS.B., CEiisER
1501580 Bloomington, IL



http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
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County Task Force nabs Fort Madison

Fort Madison, Iowa was
arrested on February
10, 2017 on a felony
drug charge. Johnson is

woman on drug charge

Drug task force gets
Keokuk man

Originally published
February 28, 2017

The Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force reports
the arrest of a Keokuk,
Iowa man on felony
and misdemeanor drug
charges.

David Alan Londrie,

rininallu vublished charged with Aiding And
0 _” . , J ”9 ) Abetting The Delivery Of
Jebruary 24, 2017 Methamphetamine Less
PCC STAFF Than Five Grams Within
The Lee County Narcot- 1,000 Feet Of A Public

Park, a class C felony
with an enhancement. If
convicted, Johnson faces
up to 15 years in a state
correctional facility.

The arrest of Johnson
stems from an investiga-

ics Task Force reports the
arrest of a Fort Madison,
Iowa woman on a felony
drug charge.

Lisa Marie Johnson,
28, of 3023 Avenue K,

tionby  Division of Narcotics

the Lee  Enforcement, Parole

County assisted the Lee County

Narcot-  Narcotics Task Force in

ics Task  this investigation.

Force The defendant is

into presumed innocent until

allega-  and unless proven guilty.

tions The Lee County Narcot-

JOHNSON that she  ics Task Force is funded in

was in- part by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice and the
funds administered by the
Iowa Governor’s Office of
Drug Control Policy.

volved in the distribution
of illegal narcotics in the
Lee County area.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office and the Iowa

54, of 2468 340th Street,
Keokuk, Iowa was arrest-
ed on February 24, 2017 at his residence on felony and
misdemeanor drug charges.

Londrie is charged with of Possession Of A Con-
trolled Substance (methamphetamine), a serious mis-
demeanor, delivery of methamphetamine less than five
grams second or subsequent offense, a class C felony

See BUST, page 11

Cop January Facebooli Posts

Originally published January 24, 2017
Reached 24,850 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1717126635265565

"1

Originally published January 31, 2017
i Reached 8,663 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1720814104896818

Originally published January 14, 2017
Reached 7,466 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1711421079169454

"3

Originally published January 25, 2017
Reached 6,789 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1717555231889372

4

Originally published January 31, 2017
Reached 5,883 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1720971401547755

"5

Originally published January 17, 2017
Reached 4,485 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1713630935615135

"6
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Cop February Stories #6-10

Local man caught with pot

Originally published February 15, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/02/14/fm-
man-arrested-felony-drug-charge/

Taylor returns to take on 10th Street Station
Originally published February, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/02/13/taylor-
returns-take-10th-street-station/

City has had 8 reported burglaries in 8 days
Originally published February 28, 2017

Read the article http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/02/27/city-eight-
reported-burglaries-eight-days/

Hope fades for missing boaters

Originally published January 4, 2017

Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/01/04/offi-
cials-identify-montrose-argyle-men-river-accident/

# New building will bring ‘Harmony’ to church
1” Originally published February 3, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/02/02/
harmony-bible-10-days-grand-opening/

New facility will bring
teaching into tech age

eon of G'\f’('\ng.»

Dlease Remember
CHRISTMAS WRADDING PAPER

‘g NO RECYCLABLE!

Tig’ The Sea

Great River Regional Waste Authority
would like to remind you not to recycle
Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the
materials used in the making of it are not
recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping
materials in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these
materials can potentially
compromise an entire load.

BUILDING - Continued from Page 2

alumni, with folders and letters of explanation and how it’s all going to happen. After
that phase is done, I'd say a couple of weeks, then we will set up private parties, 20-25
couples to a party and explain what we need and how they can help,” Menke said.

He said a website has also been set up for credit and debit card contributions at
HTCcampaign.org.

Sheerin said aside from the obvious physical changes to the building, it’s what
happens on the inside the really matters. He said the new building will allow greater
collaboration of teachers and students in contemporary learning environments that
will allow teachers to use modern technology to help educate the system’s children.

“We as adults are still freaking about an iPhone and these kids are working it,
Sheerin said. “Our kindergartners and 6th graders can work together. We can do mu-
sic and art where everyone can mix it up””

“The exciting thing is that we can take this back to the idea of the one-room school
house. It's come full circle”

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!

Recycle free of charge:
Computer Towers & Modems,
Radios, Cell Phones
CD & DVD Players, and VCRs,
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
All TVs, Monitors,
Laptops, Tablets, Consoles,
Projections

DONGNTHROW AWAY.
YOUIR [EHSEGR@N (G
Helplusipreventifiresiinithe

Blue is new

An artists rendering from Klingner and Associates shows (in blue)
where the new construction will be at the HTC Elementary School.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |A
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, I1A
1-319-524-6175
Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa
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Shelter now needs
donations and
sponsors

PUPPIES - Continued from Page 1

were contacted by the family and we didn’t ask too
many questions. We just wanted to get in and help.”

“Most of these dogs are not in that bad of shape. I've
seen worse. So the gentleman that was taking care of
them did a very nice job considering he had 777

Brown said she believed that Burlington city code
allows for four animals per resident and residents with
a breeding license can keep up to 20 in well-maintained
facilities.

This is the second case of animal hording PAW has
helped with in the past several months. In November
PAW got 28 dogs from another home in Burlington
where there were 45 dogs. Brown said the last three of
the dogs are going home tomorrow.

She said several area groomers have offered to groom
the animals but that will take some time and to get all
the dogs healthy and ready for adoption it’s going to
cost the shelter about $300 per dog.

Anyone wanting to adopt the any of the dogs should
go to www.pawfortmadison.com and fill out an applica-
tion. Brown also said donations will be important now
and those can be made online or at the PAW Facebook
page through Paypal.

“Any donation is greatly appreciated. Some people
can't afford to sponsor the full amount of the animal,
but anything is helpful and appreciated, Brown said.

“Most are these are black and a couple are brown and
they have a ton of personality”

Cop January Jacebook Posts

|

Originally published January 3, 2017
Reached 4,253 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1706448629666699

"8

Originally published January 28, 2017
Reached 4,205 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1719426535035575

a

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Needs a home
Here is another one of the 37 Shih Tzu that
were rescued and brought to PAW animal
shelter.

"9

Originally published January 30, 2017
Reached 3,915 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1720296084948620

10

Originally published January 20, 2017
Reached 3,669 people

See the post here: https://www.
tfacebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1715050348806527

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.
To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

» Hospice
e Homecare
e Wellness
e Senior Health
e Environmental Health

e 1st Five
« HOPES
¢ I-Smile Silver®
e Immunizations
e Child / Adolescent Health

« Emergency Preparedness

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Wishing You All A Very Merry Christmas
From Our Family To Yours!

902 Avenue G
Ft. Madison, Ia
319-372-4040

Serving Southeast Iowa with over 150 Years of
combined experience in residential, commercial

and agriculture real estate!

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com
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Remember to take special care of your teeth during the holidays,
so you don’t have to worry about a visit from the Tooth Fairy later!
Brush at least twice a day and floss every day to keep your teeth and gums healthy
for your next visit and rinse with water in between brushings, especially after eating sweets.
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Burlington Dental Associates Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-753.2515 319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care Burlington Family Dentistry
319-394-3255 319-752-7993



http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Sheriff, ISP K-9 assist
with task force bust

Cop February JFacebook Posts

#1 Originally published February 11, 2017 #l) Originally published February 18, 2017
BUST - Continued from Page 8 Reached 18,408 people i Reached 17,638 people
] . See the post here: https://www. See the post here: https://www.
with an enhancement, maintaining a facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/ facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
drug house, an aggravated misdemeanor. ' . ' .
§ T0TRS, A1 488 non posts/1726576507653911 posts/1731017113876517:0
and possession of drug paraphernalia,
a simple misdemeanor. If convicted, he
faces up to 33 years and 30 days in a state
correctional facility.
LONDRIE The arrest of Londrie stems from an
investigation by the Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force into allegations that he was involved
in the use and distribution of illegal drugs in the Lee
County area. A search warrant was served at Londrie’s
home in connection with this investigation and items
that support the charges were discovered.
The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office, Iowa State Penitentiary K9 Unit, and the 8th
Judicial District of Probation and Parole assisted the
Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.
The defendant is presumed innocent until and unless
proven guilty.
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in
part by the U.S. Department of Justice and the funds
administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug
Control Policy.
Subscribe to
#PCC today
’
Don’t Pay Free andP.ald # ’; Originally published February 12, 2017 # 4 Originally published February 13, 2017
Utilities Options Available. [ ] Reached 15,395 people Reached 9,529 people
See the post here: https://www. See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/ facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1727153040929591 posts/1727747750870120

Don’t pay utilities - Check
out this newly remodeled
one bedroom apartment in
downtown Fort Madison.
It's move in ready with new
floors, new appliances, and
a brand new state-of-the-
art HVAC system. Call or
text today (319)371.7753.

%Tﬁe H Quality senior assisted living
= -f%.lgeﬂs?ggr?n A little help goes a long way.

and Primrose Path memory Care

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day
special for residents and their families. Our
team focuses on helping residents make the

memories they want to make and help provide

life residents experiences to remember!

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips
~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events
~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more!

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to
Join our Facebook Family!
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Cop February Jacebooki Posts

# 5 Originally published February 14, 2017
° Reached 9,188 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1728241200820775

#

Originally published January 31, 2017
Reached 8,663 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1720814104896818

#7 Originally published February 2, 2017

Reached 8,400 people

See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1722096318101930

Jf the only thing you want for (hristmas
is a new job, (ome See Us!

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: 5 -
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Makelonelofithese}NewalHomes!
yougNewaHomejtoday,!

3505 & $504 WOODILAND BTN o i Meadhsm, o

Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage
Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades

Condominium Features:

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite,
Private Deck & Patio

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

Exclusive Residence Features:

+ Landscaping, Building Exterior & Winter Maintenance Provided
- Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
- Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest & Private Pond

B02B3rdIStreee)Ei8VadisonyIal

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet
2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor

Open Floor Plan

Finished Basement
Spacious Yard
New Safe Family Friendly Nei - Green Oak D

47t Stivest 0 Westt [Rofiat, Iy

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings!
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity
Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area

Main Floor Laundry
Large Storage Room

New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

(Callfilll{oliewlanylofithesebeautifullhomes's

Follow us on Facebook! ~ www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com  Call: 319-470-2540

Coverage that works

when they can't

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable
resource — your employees — are protected.

q Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

- Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
| LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

D FARM BUREAU
WBD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Pen Gity Current

Holiday e-Edition Publishing Schedule

Christmas Eve - No Paper
Christmas Day - No Paper
December 26th - Year in Review
December 27th - Year in Review
December 28th - Year in Review
December 29th - Year in Review
New Year's Eve - No Paper
New Year's Day - No Paper
January 2nd - Year in Review
January 3rd - Year in Review

Watch pencitycurrent.com for Breaking News



http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1728241200820775
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1728241200820775
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1728241200820775
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1720814104896818
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1720814104896818
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1720814104896818
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1722096318101930
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1722096318101930
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1722096318101930
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
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2017 - A Year in Review: Jannary & Jebruary

Cop February Jacebook Posts

# Originally published February 27, 2017 # Originally published February 22, 2017 #1 Originally published February 26, 2017
Reached 7,929 people e Reached 7,354 people Reached 7,067 people
See the post here: https://www. See the post here: https://www. See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/ facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/ facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1736006733377555 posts/1733358393642389 posts/1735518733426355

<«

DOUBLE

YOUR

LENSES
FREE

*limited time offer

Purchase.an/UltimatelLens Package and get.a'second pair.of.qualifying/lenses oniuswith the purchase of asecond pair.of frames.

Choose\yoursecond pair.fromawide range of lensioptions; including polarized'sun lenses.

The Ultimate Lens Package brings together our newest and most innovative Now Accepting
technologies to deliver your best vision, clarity, and protection in one pair of lenses. New Patients!

No Insurance
Neccesary!

Fort Madison Eye Clinic specializes in complete family eye care!

o Schedule your appointment today!
rFortT& > 319.372-2321
. Clini ~ 716 Avenue G

Fort Madison, IA
www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D.

Li ke us on FacebOOk! 3rd Generation Optometrist

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953  Shawna (319)470.0622



https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1736006733377555
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1736006733377555
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1736006733377555
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1733358393642389
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1733358393642389
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1733358393642389
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1735518733426355
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1735518733426355
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1735518733426355
http://www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com

	Front Page
	A Year in Review – Jan #3
	Fareway Food Stores Fort Madison
	West Liberty Foods
	Pen City Current Masthead
	A Year in Review – Jan. #4
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Center
	Pen City Current
	A Year in Review – Jan. #5
	Fullenkamp Insurance
	WebeSalsa
	Fort Madison YMCA
	Iris City Cleaners
	A Year in Review – Jan. #s 6-10
	Dave's Old Fashion Meats
	CBIZ Center for Business
	A Year in Review – Jan. 
	Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
	A Year in Review – Feb. #s 1-3
	Eternelle Beaute – Sarah Harworth
	Dodd Printing & Stationery
	Hill Side Inn
	The Madison / Rodeo Park Rehab
	Boulders Inn & Suites Fort Madison
	State Farm Insurance – Thomas Klann
	A Year in Review – Facebook 1-6
	A Year in Review – February #s 6-10
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	A Year in Review – January Facebook #s 7-10
	Lee County Health Department
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
	A Year in Review – February Facebook #s 1-4
	The Kensington
	Rentals
	Pen City Current
	A Year in Review – February Facebook #s 5-7
	West Liberty Foods
	Green Oak Development
	KLM Realty
	StopTextsStopWrecks.org
	Farm Bureau Financial Services – Larry Holtkamp
	Pen City Current
	A Year in Review – February Facebook #s 8-10
	Fort Madison Eye Clinic
	Pen City Current

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 107: 
	Button 109: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1014: 
	Button 1015: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 
	Button 1018: 
	Button 1019: 


