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Second halves proving daunting for
2019 Bloodhounds.

See page 5
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Viking wants to shore up deal with FM

Cruise Lines, which docked ten times
in August and September of this year,
but canceled the remaining four cruises
due to expected high waters north of St.
Louis.

The group has planned 16 stops in
Fort Madison next year and then possi-
bly a full slate of stops in 2021.

But the whole party started a few years back when
city officials started courting Viking Cruise lines when
the Swiss-based riverboat cruise line announced its
intention to offer U.S. cruises, specifically on the Mis-
sissippi River.

Viking has had plans to begin cruising in the United

Confusion on depth needs may
eliminate city s cost of upgrades

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

RANDOLPH

FORT MADISON - It seems that a bit of misinfor-
mation has lead to some good fortune for Fort Madi-
son’s negotiations with Viking Cruise lines.

On Tuesday, a letter of intent to allow the worldwide
cruise line to make Fort Madison a port of call begin-
ning in 2022 is set for discussion.

The city has already inked a deal with American

States, but those plans were halted when U.S. Maritime
rules prohibited them from using foreign built ships
on domestic cruises. The rules also mandate U.S. crews
aboard the ships. In October of 2018, the company
announced a deal with Edison Chouest of Cut Off,
Louisiana to build ships domestically.

But Viking brings another aspect to their cruises and
that’s international marketing experience which would
be beneficial to ports of call.

Fort Madison Mayor Brad Randolph said a conver-
sation with Viking representatives uncovered a dis-
crepancy in requirements that could save the city more

See CRUISES, page 6

Lt. Gov. Gregg talks state priorities
with local industry leaders

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -
Now that’s he on a first
name basis with Lee Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment Group CEO Dennis
Fraise, Iowa Lt. Gov. Adam
Gregg settled into a state
economic development
update Thursday in Fort
Madison.

The two joked with each
other prior to Gregg’s
presentation about the for-

malities, but the relation-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Lt. Governor Adam Gregg talks with Dan Beik, right, and Terry Schrep-
fer, left, at the Lee County Economic Development Group’s Salute to
Industry on Thursday.

ship was clearly evident

as Gregg complimented
and thanked the industrial
community of Lee Coun-

ty at LCEDGs Salute to

Industry. ) ) .
Gregg said the countyis % Thank you for your Gre.gg said the state is gf more than $700 .m.ll—

“punching above its weight continued investment and ~ working on several initia-  lion, plus a $289 million

class” because the county confidence you have in the tives, but started with a surplus.

represents about 1% of the state of Iowa. Thank you recap of the budget. “I think that’s the kind

state’s population but 2% for the jobs you provide He said the state closed ~ of fiscal responsibility

of our state’s manufactur-  nd the incredible impact  the books on the budget Iowans expect from their

you have on your commu-
nities,” Gregg said.
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last week for fiscal year

ing jobs. i
2019 with a cash reserve

“I'm here mainly to

See GREGG, page 6
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EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm
Joy comes from the
strive for perfection

“Happiness is a by-product of living the right kind of
a life” This is a quote from my daily meditation book,
“Twenty-Four Hours a Day” by Hazelden. So powerful is
this message that Hazelden found it necessary to repeat
it several times throughout the year, like, if they repeat it
often enough, the reader will finally get it. I got it. It took
some chinking away at the armor, but I got it.

I've written about happiness before, something we all
search for, right up there in importance with “What is the
purpose of life?” We all want to be happy, it is a much bet-
ter feeling than otherwise—angry, lonely, the feeling that
something is missing.

In fact, that’s how I found the love of my life—Ginnie. I
wrote about happiness, she responded by email, and, quick
like Curtis thinks, I invited her to lunch at the Riverside
Restaurant in Ottumwa. A few months later, on her birth-
day, I took her back to the Riverside “for a birthday din-
ner” and surprised her with a diamond. I even bribed the
waiters into singing, “Going to the Chapel” by The Dixie
Cups, when I, on my knees, proposed. Call me a Romantic.
(Fortunately she said, “Yes!”)

So, happiness includes sharing your life with someone
you love. “Happiness cannot be sought directly, it is a by-
product of love and service.”

See SWARM, page 2
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

OBITUARIES

KATHRYN SCOTT

Kathryn Scott, 58, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Thursday, October 10,
2019 at the University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics.
She was born on November 11, 1960 in Valpariso, IN to Donald

and Donna Atwell Scott. Kathryn was a clerk and a waitress. She had
recently moved back to Iowa after living in Easley, SC where she loved
it. While there she worked at Hot Spot for several years. Kathryn en-

joyed reading, cooking, baking and her cats. She also loved painting

SoOTT her fingernails.
Survivors include three children, Donnie (Jamie) Scott of Ft. Madi-

son, Jason (LeAnn) Scott of Newark, MO and Amber Scott of Keokuk; seven grand-
children, Bobbi Ann, Katelyn, Nick, Kassidy, Dakota, Austin and Jerry; two brothers,
Richard (Kathy) Scott of Ft. Madison and Jeff Arthur of Easley, SC; one sister, Laurie
Link of Ft. Madison. She was preceded in death by her parents and grandparents.

Burial will be at 1 PM on Friday, October 18, 2019 at Myers Cemetery with a Cele-
bration of Life to follow at River of Life Fellowship in Dallas City.

Cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory and

online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup
or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Happiness is a three-leg stool

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Then, the third rung on the stool of happiness, and the most important: God. “To truly
desire to do God’s will, therein lies happiness for a human being.” The three-rung stool of
happiness, for me and countless others, includes living the right kind of life, finding some-
one to share it with, and God. Or, reverse that and happiness equals God, plus a loving
partner, plus living the right kind of life.

And just what is the “right kind of life?” It usually involves getting out of self and serv-
ing others. “The elimination of selfishness is the key to happiness”

You may want to throw in health as a key component to happiness. Good health is so
important to us all. However, I've known, and written about, some people who have been
gravely ill, but still found pleasure and solace in helping others.

“In Thy presence is fullness of joy. We cannot find true happiness by looking for it.
Seeking pleasure does not bring happiness in the long run, only disillusionment. Do not
seek to have this fullness of joy by seeking pleasure. It cannot be done that way. True hap-
piness comes as a result of living in all respects the way you believe God wants you to live.”

Material possessions do not bring happiness. I recently achieved something I've been
wanting for eons. When I finally got it (I won't even tell you what it is), it turned to ashes
in my mouth.

Growth comes through service work, whether it be church, community, political orga-
nizations, world-wide organizations, or just helping out a friend, or a stranger. Growth
and happiness are synonymous. (Oddly, the process of growth can be painful.)

Remember: you're not being benevolent if you help out a stranger but stiff a family
member. It starts in the home and spreads outward. Am I the same person to the world as
I am at home? I know I'm not. But progress is what counts, rather than perfection. We will
never reach perfection in this lifetime. It’s the striving that counts, the journey.

“Life is not a search for happiness. Happiness is a by-product of living the right kind
of a life, of doing the right thing. Do not search for happiness, search for right living and
happiness will be your reward. Happiness will come as God’s smile of recognition of your
faithfulness. True happiness is always the by-product of a life well lived””

— IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You
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SHOP

the classifieds

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319])371.4125

Archie’s Automotive, LLC

204 Avenue D ¢ West Point

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, 1A 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373

e “Golony Wfeop
G (fhidat gt

Madeline Leake, Owner
FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G
372-8271

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5
SAT 9-5

Now Every Friday

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth
with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

(Full Breakfast & Lunch « Daily Specials )

Double Dipper

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8
102 N. Ist Street - Montrose, IA 52639
Call 319-371-6526 for more information

subscribeto | [LEEITVICN
#PCC today
JANITORIAL
Free and Paid
Options Available. POSITIONS
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
has two janitorial positions
i open; one full-time day (in Ft.
I '.' Madison) and one full-time

" "y

evening (in West Point). Ben-
efits are available. Please
contact Judi at 319-837-6131
or judi.dinwiddie@holytrini-
tyschools.org for more infor-
mation.

»

General Insects Mice
Bed Bugs

Termites

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who

needs bugs?”

Residential
Commercial

Fort Madison * Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

S>NOPPINEG 10
nortgage

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.
State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

]
i
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m
Z
5
m
o

1001306.1

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41+ Street Fort
Madison, 1A 52627

Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care

M Care — Ventilator St rt .
s 5011 Like us on Facebook

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.
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Call Lee at (319)371.4125 to advertise

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison * 319-372-3800
http,//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

THelp CRRWA Kee Your Community Hazard-Fres!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA eokul
1-319-372-6140 1319-524.6175

319-372-69%9

Fabulous Food!

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com

319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 Pm
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Ex,remify Adjusfmenf Crania’ AdeSfmenf Visit Us Online!  www.grrwa.com  facebook.com/grwa
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation
Great Atmosphere!

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

It’s possible to achieve the
retirement of your dreams.

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so
we can discuss your world
and your future today.

Larry Holtkamp

1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

/B FARM BUREAU
WD, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company, Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, |A. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

American Family Insurance
Melissa Pech

Customer Service Rep
Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.

Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com 601 Jefferson St.,

Burlington, Iowa, 52601
Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164
Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM
(800-692-6326)

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention
with lots of TLC

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com

[or]
R
g §‘§ Posters -Art
g S3 Flyers S_up[:zlles
0 Printing
g Office
@ Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621Avenue G 319.312.211
Fort Madison, IR doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger

An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

otive

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

e Transmission Repair
¢ Alignments
* Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, IA
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509
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Snorts/Weather

Second half proving daunting for 2019 Hounds

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - The first half could have set the
tone.

The second half finished the story.

Fort Madison had its chances in the low-scoring first
two quarters in Friday’s game against Washington at
Richmond Stadium.

Then two identical runs from Demons running back
Wyatt Stout ended any hopes the Bloodhounds had in
the 36-7 loss.

Stout had two third-quarter touchdown runs up the
middle, one for 43 yards and another for 48, as Wash-
ington took control of a close game in the second half.

“We did (play well in the first half),” Fort Madison
coach Derek Doherty said. “But we're going through
some growing pains, still. We're just not there yet. It’s
not a lack of effort or anything like that. We're just not
there yet”

Washington (5-2 overall, 2-1 Class 3A District 6) led
just 6-0 at halftime, a lead that was tenuous when the
Bloodhounds (4-3, 1-2) got an untimed down because
of a penalty inside the Demons’ 15-yard line on the

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

MON 14 Oct

Partly Sunny
High— 55.4° F | Low — 50.4° F

TUE 15 Oct

Light Rain
High— 58.0° F | Low —43.7° F

WED 16 Oct

Broken Clouds
High—49.9°F | Low —41.5° F

THU 17 Oct

Clear
High— 57.8° F | Low — 51.3° F

FRI 18 Oct

Light Rain
High— 66.5° F | Low — 60.7° F

OpenWeatherMa

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

ALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

Leagues: 1st & 2nd Grade & Mighty Mites (5 &6 vr 0ids)

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA '
220 26th Street ¢ Fort Madison, IA
319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

the

-
S
N

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

final play of the half. Will Larson’s pass to the end
zone was incomplete to end the half, but Fort Madison
seemed in perfect position to challenge in the second
half.

That challenge was gone when the Demons scored 30
second-half points.

Stout’s two touchdown runs took away any momen-
tum the Bloodhounds had, then a 25-yard interception
return for a touchdown by Washington’s Dillon Sanders
put the Demons in command.

“I believe we got caught in some blitz where the mid-
dle was wide open, and there they go,” Doherty said.
“Can’t have that”

Fort Madison’s only points of the game came on a
14-yard pass from Larson to Parker Denning late in the
fourth quarter. But the Demons quickly answered on
their next possession, when quarterback Luke Turner

No Plas

threw a 75-yard touchdown pass to Ethan Hunt.

Fort Madison had 254 yards of offense. Larson threw
for 123 yards and added 74 rushing yards. Denning had
four catches for 75 yards.

Washington had 427 yards of offense. Stout rushed
for 162 yards on 18 carries. Turner threw for 173 yards
and added 79 rushing yards.

Fort Madison plays at Mount Pleasant next Friday
before closing the season at home against Keokuk.

“That’s a very good football team,” Doherty said of
Washington. “We showed we can compete when we
want to. We just have to compete on every single snap.
I feel like that’s what they did, and that’s not what we
did. Maybe this is proof to our guys that we are doing
the right things and we’re moving in the right direction.
It’s not happening as fast as we want it to, but we are
moving in the right direction.”

tic Bags

in the recycling bins

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop off sites, or

putting out your residential recycling bin for the pickup, please DO

NOT put items in plastic bags. They are not recyclable at Great River

Regional Waste Authority.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |A
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com

RWA

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, |1A
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa
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Third reading of golf/ATV ordinance on tap Tuesday

CRUISES - Continued from Page 1

than $1 million dollars in infrastructure.

“Fortunately for us there was some sort of error in
the information that was given to us,” he said.

Randolph said the city was operating with the un-
derstanding that Viking ships would need 10.5 feet of
draft, or water depth, for their ships which had engi-
neers planning on a pier extension and barge configu-
ration that would reach out to the required depth.

“Wed been operating under the understanding
we needed 10.5 feet of draft and we've been working
toward how we can achieve that and it brought us
to a $1.7 million price tag and Viking agreed to put
$500,000 toward that cost.”

He said with that new information and Viking’s prog-
ress in setting up the domestic cruise agendas, they are
looking to secure letters of intent from proposed ports
of call.

Randolph didn’t release additional information about
the new state of negotiations with Viking, but did say
if Viking is still willing to make that $500,000 contri-
bution, the city may be able to accommodate Viking’s
docking requirements at little to no cost to the city.

LCEDG head says

“They have always agreed to contribute $500,000
toward our costs to get things ready for them. I think
we can do what is necessary for them to dock with this
new information, within that amount,” Randolph said.

“They’ve always been willing to offer that to make it
a reality. That in itself speaks volumes to how anxious
they are to be here”

He said the Letter of Intent up for discussion Tues-
day is no different than the document that was pre-
sented earlier this year when the city thought it was
going to have a heavy financial burden.

“We had been holding off executing the agreement
to make sure we had funding in place for the build out
and that the city council was on board moving forward
with Viking,” Randolph said.

“Assuming they go forward, they want to make sure
these agreements are in place so if things get finalized,
they know the tentative plans on the docking sched-
ule”

The Letter of Intent would indicate the city agrees to
be a stop and to do what is necessary to establish the
infrastructure needed by Viking.

The infrastructure could be a layout similar to what
is in place for American Cruise lines, but on the east
side of the common pier.

“This would allow us to have accommodations for
both ACL and Viking independently because there
would surely be days when both ships were in town on
the same day”

He said the item is up for discussion only, but ideally
the council would vote on it the first or second week of
November and at that point would have more informa-
tion related to specific costs.

Other items on the Tuesday council agenda include:

« several items related to the approval or rejection
of the $2.8 million construction bid from Iowa Bridge
and Culvert for the construction of the Amtrak Pas-
senger platform at the proposed new depot in River-
view Park.

« The third reading of an ordinance to allow golf
carts and ATVs/UTVs on designated city streets in
Fort Madison.

« approval of an agreement for professional engi-
neering services with HR Green for reconstruction
plans for the one way pairs on 18th and 20th Streets
between Avenue H and Avenue L.

Joint Education Center still a priority

GREGG - Continued from Page 1

government and were very proud to have delivered on
that,” he said.

“I don’t mean to be a bad neighbor, but look to the east
and see if you see that kind of fiscal responsibility.”

He said the state is also balancing other priorities
as well. He said Gov. Kim Reynolds signed the largest
income tax cut in Iowa history in 2018, while making
record investments in priority areas.

He said the K-12 education budget represents about
45% of the state’s general fund budget and when colleges
and universities are factored in, that number climbs to
55%.

“I'm not saying we can’t continue to do better, but
let me tell you when you make something 55% of your
budget along with so many other competing interests,
that'’s making education a priority and we're very proud
of that,” Gregg said.

He said the state also has more jobs than people to fill
them. He used a 2.5% unemployment rate which he said
was about 45,000 Iowans. He said just the Iowa Work-
force Development site had 65,000 job listings.

He said he and Gov. Reynolds have made rural Iowa a
priority in their administration. Both Gregg and Reyn-
olds come from small rural communities.

“We know what it feels like to live in a rural area or in
the corner of the state and feel like you're forgotten,” he
said.

1 Lee County Health Department
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“Gov. Reynolds has tasked me to lead the Governor’s
Empower Rural Iowa Initiative and I'm proud to do that”

“It’s part of who we are. We come from these small
towns and we want to see opportunity and prosperity
available there, but it’s also about who Iowa is as a state”

He said he’s seeing success in rural communities and
the state is focusing on practical challenges such as hous-
ing and connectivity.

“In rural Iowa we have a shortage of market rate
housing that’s available and that’s tied to that number one
problem - work force. It’s hard enough to find someone
with the right skills for the positions and it’s even harder
when there isn’t a nice place for that employee to live”

He said connectivity is important in almost every
aspect of our lives.

“Let me tell you, folks my age and younger aren’t going
to live in a place where they can't be connected at all
times,” Gregg said.

He said the state was focused on encouraging rural
broadband build out in the rural parts of the state

Fraise is a member of the Connecting Rural Iowa
taskforce.

“It really struck me at how normal this seems that we're
all together and there’s a real comfort level with all that’s
happened. Six years ago that wasn't necessarily the case
but today we all sit in this room and we all know each
other,” Fraise said.
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“It's amazing what happens when you take the time to
learn from each other and listen to each other and that’s
been the fundamental change that’s taken place over the
past six years we've been here.”

Lee County has been getting its fair share of attention
from leading state development officials. In the past year,
Iowa Economic Development Authority Director Debi
Durham was in the county. This past summer Gov. Kim
Reynolds appeared at an LCEDG event, and on Thursday
Gregg presented at the Salute to Industry.

Fraise talked about ongoing discussions for a Joint
Educational Center in Lee County that would help in-
crease training and education to help fill labor gaps in the
county. LCEDG is part of that conversation along with
area educators and industrial partners.

“Making the joint education center a reality will
require everyone in this room to come together;” Fraise
said.

“We're going to have to step out of our comfort zones.
Industry and education will come together in ways we
never imagined six years ago. There’s going to be give and
take... there’s gonna be compromise...and companies are
going to have to write checks, to be honest.

“Failure is not an option, the stakes are simply too
high”

Gregg told the room to continue the efforts to bring
the Joint Education Center to Lee County.

“We know this has been successful in other parts of the
state. I would encourage you to think differently about
how to get Jowans ready to fill these positions.”

Tony Wolfe

Insurance Services
Fort Madison, |A 52627
Tony@tawins.com
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