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Supervisors to look at board applications

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - A discussion on duck 
blinds at the county supervisor meeting on 
Tuesday morphed into an issue of how ap-
plications for the Lee County Conservation 

boardmembers get handled.
At the regular meeting of the Lee County 

Board of Supervisors, Rusty Robbins of West 
Point said his application from years back 
was never considered by the board, because 
the board had never seen them.

“I’m t’d off about putting my application 
in several years ago and it never got to the 
board. Those applications need to come 
here. He (Lee County Conservation director 
Nathan Unsworth) can have some input but 
you guys need to see them, too. I think I’m a 

pretty responsible person to be able to make 
a decision for the whole system, not just a 
few people.”

After the meeting, Robbins said that he 
had turned his application into the conser-
vation board and apparently the board then 
forwards the applications to the Lee County 
Auditor’s office, who then forwards them to 
the supervisors.

However, several supervisors indicated 

Issue arises when hunter 
asks why his application 
wasn’t considered years ago

Dr. B. Marie Brady-Whitcanak stands next to her current project, a mural that she will be 
displaying on the west side of her building at 740 Avenue G. The mural will be put next to a 
second mural of a similar theme on the west side of the gallery building.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON -She’s a doctor, an entrepreneur, 
an artist and some would say a visionary. But it’s 
somewhat of an understatement to call her focused.

Just a few minutes listening to Dr. B. Marie 
Brady-Whitcanak, or “Marie” as she likes to be called 
can be exhausting. Eye contact is at a premium with 
her because as she talks her she pulls at plans in her 
mind centered on a vision she is sharing for an Art/
Cultural District for downtown Fort Madison.

Whitcanak recently opened the Victorian Art 
Gallery on the corner of 8th and Avenue G in Fort 
Madison’s Main Street district and showcases her 
own work and some of others she encountered in 
her travels. She is an adjunct professor of philosophy, 
psychology and political science at Kaplan University, 
Carl Sandburg University and Spoon River College.

She said she opened the art gallery because the Bed 
and Breakfast she owns at 422 Avenue F was becom-
ing more of a B&B than her original intention of a 

home for artists in residence who want to work in 
Fort Madison.

“I’ve had the B&B, the Victoria Bed and Breakfast 
and fine arts studio for 15 years but I was so busy 
with the B&B that it got too far away from its original 
intent to host artists to stay there and paint locally,” 
she said Tuesday. “From my experience traveling 
overseas, artists want to stay where they are painting.”

“But the B&B was getting too far from the art, so I 
thought a a main street gallery would not only pro-
vide more visibility because it’s also up the street from 
my Painter’s Garden at 421 Avenue G, where I have 
large public murals and the rose garden, and Painter’s 
Patio for painters to paint with a pretty good view of 
the river.”

Whitcanak also serves on just about every preser-
vation commission in Fort Madison including the 
North Lee County Historical Society, the Fort Mad-
ison Preservation Commission, the Old Fort Com-
mission and the Historic ISP Corporation. She said 
with all the districts in Fort Madison that are on the 
National Register of Historic District, a cohesive plan 
could tie everything together.

“The downtown district seems to lend itself to an 

Whitcanak’s bucket list favors city

See BOARD, page 2

See GALLERY, page 2

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - An 
uproar from county duck 
hunters spilled into the Lee 
County supervisors meet-
ing Tuesday morning.

A conversation at the 
end of Tuesday’s Lee 
County Board of Super-
visor’s meeting, initiated 
by supervisor Matt Pflug, 
extended the meeting and 
prompted a discussion 
between supervisors, the 
hunters and Lee County 
Conservation Board chair-
man Harry Sylvester and 
LCCB Director Nathan 
Unsworth.

Rusty Robbins, a duck 
hunter from West Point, 
addressed the board at the 
beginning of the meeting 
during the public input 
section and voiced his 
concern about the new 
guidelines that will make 
permanent blinds a thing 
of the past after the 2018 
hunting season.

The issue has been 
highly emotional, includ-
ing some profanity-laced 

County 
pushes 
for talks 
on blinds
LCCB chair 
props door 
open on issue

See BLINDS, page 14
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
http://JDRF.org
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Pizza
Beer & 
Wine

BRAD’S PAD
208 8th St. • West Point, Iowa

319-837-6332 • Open 7 Days A Week @ 11am
23 Specialty Pizza’s 

Including Our 
Famous 

Bonny’s Special
Create your own 

masterpiece!
Choose from 20 toppings 

& 3 crust options!

Appetizers • Soups • Salads
Sub Sandwiches • Cheeseburgers • 

BBQ Pork Sandwich • Chicken Sandwiches
Fish Patty • Hot Ham & Cheese

Tenderloin Sandwich 

CliCk Here to Join our FaCebook Family, 
CHeCk out our SpeCialS & View our menu! 

Dine-In, Carry Out & Delivery Available

Soft Serve Ice Cream  
8 Flavor Burst Flavors to Choose From!

Twisters • Shakes • Malts

Pull out your cowboy or cowgirl duds and join the 
action! Stay right in downtown Nashville at the Hilton 
Garden Inn Downtown where you can easily get to the 
heart of all the action of Music City.  Visit the Country 
Music Hall of Fame, celebrating 50 years, at your leisure 
when you want. 

This is such a perfect time to visit Nashville with it not 
being as crowded as during CMA Fest, but you still have 
the opportunity to spot stars on the streets.  Enjoy three 
nights to explore the honky tonks and restaurants in 
downtown Nashville and Lower Broadway on your own.  
During CMA week, you never know who might jump up 
on an available stage and sing a few of their songs!  Or, 
you might choose to go online and purchase tickets for 
the Grand Ole Opry for Tuesday evening at the Ryman 
Auditorium, also known as “the Mother Church”.

On CMA day, you may want to stake out your area 
along the Red Carpet to watch the stars as they 
arrive with a perfect photo opportunity if positioned 
well.  And then it is time for the “Big Show” where 
you will feel like one of the stars with RESERVED 
SEATS IN THE LOWER LEVEL of the Bridgestone 
Arena in downtown Nashville for the 51st Annual 
CMA Awards Show!   It’s fun to see how the stages 
are set up and all of the “behind the scenes” things 
that go on during the TV commercial break times.  

COUNTRY MUSIC’S BIGGEST NIGHT EVER!

2017 CMA AWARDS
November 7-10, 2017

TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation // On-board Friendly Host
• Hotel Accommodations at Hilton Garden Inn // Downtown Nashville
• Country Music Hall of Fame
• Reserved seats in the Lower Level for the 2017 CMA Music Awards Show at  
 the Bridgestone Arena // Nashville, TN

DOUBLE $1470 PP / $20 CLUB MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT

(DEPOSIT IS NON-REFUNDABLE)
$500 DEPOSIT / PIF 9-18-2017

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601

www.trailwaystravel.com

they are not getting the 
applications - that they 
just approve recommen-
dations from the conser-
vation board.

“We don’t see the ap-
plications anymore. We 
should,” said Supervisor 
Gary Folluo.

Lee County Auditor 
Denise Fraise, who’s on 
vacation and wasn’t at the 
meeting, sent an email to 
all supervisors and media 
following the meeting. 
Nikki Sugars, who works 
in the Auditor’s office, 
was filling in for Fraise at 
the meeting.

“The Board receives all 
applications submitted 
for independent boards 
in their weekly packet at 
the time when there is an 

opening,” Fraise wrote.
Folluo wrote in a return 

email to all the parties 
that he didn’t recall get-
ting those applications..

“I don’t recall getting 
applications prior to 
when we vote on the 
recommendation of 
conservation. Since Ron 
(Fedler), Don (Hunold) 
and Matt (Pflug) have 
come on the board I don’t 
recall getting applications 
so we can review them? 
We may have gotten 
their recommendation 
and a runner up but I 
can’t place any others. I 
remember (sic) the con-
versation BOS had about 
letting conservation do 
interviews and make a 
recommendation to the 

BOS. I don’t 
know if we 
had a reso-
lution but I 
remember 
agreeing to 
it.” Folluo 

wrote in the return.
Fraise sent a follow up 

email in which she wrote 
she has always sent the 
board the applications 
she has and there have 
never been more than 
one or two.

Robbins said that was 
part of the problem with 
how the board is picked.

“That’s why you don’t 
get in,” Robbins said. 
“They pick who they 
want on the board be-
cause they do not - and 
I’m going back to Tom 

Buckley - he did not want 
nobody in there that was 
going to buck the system 
and that’s not right to the 
public. It’s not right to the 
hunters.”

Folluo said he was 
going to have Lee County 
Attorney Clinton Bod-
dicker look into the situ-
ation to see just what the 
Iowa code says about the 
board of supervisors’ role 
in appointing the conser-
vation board members.

“Before this we took 
your recommendations 
and acted on it one way 
or another.  I’ll have to 
get with the county attor-
ney and sort it out. We 
always approved it but it 
was off a recommenda-
tion from the conserva-

tion board.”
Pflug agreed that the 

appointments were 
always off a recommen-
dation.

“From the get-go we 
should be able to look at 
those applications and 
vote up or down, but 
before this we took your 
recommendations and 
voted yes or no,” Pflug 
said. “Basically we set 
their budget and once 

we set that budget for 
them it’s been hands off. 
All applications go to the 
auditor’s office. But you 
go through them,” Pflug 
said to Sylvester and 
Unsworth.

The Lee County Con-
servation Board is made 
up of five board members 
each serving five-year 
terms with a new board 
member appointed each 
year.

Hunters claim former director filtered applications
BOARD - Continued from Page 1 “They pick who they want on the 

board because they do not - and I’m 
going back to Tom Buckley - he did 
not want nobody in there that was 

going to buck the system.”
 -Rusty Robbins,

West Point resident

PFLUG

https://www.facebook.com/Brads-Pad-110561978964166/
http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Country-Music-Awards-Nashville-2017
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Lottery Numbers

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

Welcome 
Tri-State

Rodeo
Fans!

Please help Great River Regional Waste 
Authority keep Fort Madison clean and 

safe during your visit. Trash and 
Recycling bins have been placed in 

multiple locations throughout the Rodeo 
grounds for your convenience. 

We encourage you to properly dispose 
of your trash and recyle any materials 

that can be recycled. 

Thank you, 
Your friends across the street!

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 8/22 MID-DAY
 7 0 7  

8/22 EVENING
 6 2 3 

 8/22 MID-DAY
 6 2 7 0 

8/22 EVENING
3 9 5 8

 8/22
24 35 46 50 51
Lucky Ball: 7
Megaplier: 4

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Get Your rodeo on at 

QUARRY CREEK
ELK & BISON Co.

Located 2 Miles North of Rodeo Park!
1866 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison, Ia 

 319-372-8966
Open: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm, Sunday 9am to 5pm

Copper 
Magnetic 
Bracelets

Made in the USA!

www.quarrycreek.com facebook.com/quarrycreek

Sidewalk 
Sales 

September 4th thru September 9th 
20% to 75% OFF Select Merchandise 

Receive a FREE 

Rodeo Ticket for 

Thursday Night

with $50 purchase of 

Wrangler Products

Licensed Cinch® Dealer Get all your favorite 
Cinch Boots & Apparel 

at Quarry Creek! 

Premium Elk & Buffalo Summer Sausage, Steaks, Roasts, Burgers & More! 
High in protein, Low in fat, Great for diets! 

Now in stock! 
Women’s Ariat®  
Cruiser Shoes!

Carhartts® 20% Off Apparel (in-stock only) 

Liberty Safe Gives 
You Peace of Mind!

Cinch®, Justin® & Ariat® 
Boots Just Arrived! 
Over 2500 pairs in stock

 to choose from!

NEW 

Large 
Selection
 In Stock! 

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
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Fri., Sept. 8
PRCA

Rodeo Action
with

Smash Mouth
rocking the stage

Tri-State

rodeo
September 6-9, 2017

Fort Madison, IA

70th annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Wed., Sept. 6
CINCH Shootout

The best cowboys
in the country
competing for 
$120,000

in prize money

Sat., Sept. 9
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Jon Pardi
Award-winning country star

Thur., Sept. 7
PRCA

Rodeo Action
followed by

Cody Johnson
Country Artist

http://www.tristaterodeo.org
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For the Record

820 Ave. G    Ft. Madison, Ia
877-875-6500

Open: Tues thru Sat 9am to 6pm
www.dollhousedreams.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Hand Scooped Ice Cream
Old Fashioned Fountain Drinks

Panini’s • Kids Meals 
Homemade Desserts 

& Coffees

Under New Management

Build A Bear

Shop Online at www.dollhousedreams.com

FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com

We are ready for the new school season.
 

ACT prep, Academic support, 
Culinary lessons, fun & great food!

Come visit us and check out our new kitchen.

807 Avenue G • Ft. Madison

319-250-9052

visit us www.tkef.org

Summer may be over
 but there’s still a lot of 
great activities for all 

ages at the 
Fort Madison 

Public Library! 
Check out our 
September 

Calendar of Events 
online by clicking this ad 
or call 319-372-5721 for 

more information.  

1920 Avenue E | Fort Madison, IA 52627

 

Connect to our Catalog from your 
iPhone or Android device, 

visit our website to learn how!

THE BEST THING ABOUT 

IS MAKING THEM.

Everyone has the right to spend their 
final months free of physical, emo�onal 
and spiritual pain. Great River Hospice 
provides comfort, care and compassion 
allowing families to spend more �me 
together making memories.

Phone: 319-768-3350  Toll-free: 877-404-4766
www.greatriverhospice.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police report

08/21/17 - 2:17 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1100 block of Avenue F.
08/21/17 - 11:03 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1300 block of Avenue G.
08/21/17 - 11:12 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 2100 block of Avenue L.

08/21/17 - 11:16 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a larceny/theft 
at 1200 block of 40th Street.
08/21/17 - 12:49 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1500 block of Avenue M.
08/21/17 - 12:52 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
4800 block of Avenue D.
08/21/17 - 2:52 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police responded to 

a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2000 block of Avenue B.
08/21/17 - 10:11 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested 
Kelly Francis Skelton, 52, 
of Fort Madison, at the 
police department on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

08/21/17 - 11:48 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Tyler Jordon Sturm, 
27, in the 3500 block of 
Johnson Street Road, on a 
charge of domestic abuse 
assault. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
08/21/17 - 12:46 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brandy Lynn 
Sturm, 26 of Keokuk in 
the 2500 block of Johnson 
Street Road, on a charge of 
domestic assault with bodily 
injury. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

08/21/17 - 11:48 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Shara Burnham 
McDonough a.k.a  Sha-
ra Delores Ferrel, 46, of 
Oskaloosa, in the 3100 
block of Hwy 218 on a 
warrant for 1st degree theft 
greater than $10,000. She 
was released on bond.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT
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Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT TREAT

http://www.dollhousedreams.com/
http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com/index.aspx?nid=269
http://www.greatrivermedical.org/hospice
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.jdrf.org
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Public Notices/Classifieds

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators
All shifts available
$8.75+/Hr.
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st Shift
$10.00/Hr.

Hamilton, IL

Marketing
1st Shift

Pay Based on Experience
Fort Madison, IA

 
Packer

1st and 2nd Shift
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Fort Madison, IA

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Packer
All Shifts Available

$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.
Keokuk, IA

Sub Arena Sandwich Shop 
has immediate openings for 
daytime positions. Please 
apply in person at 2805 Av-
enue L, Ft. Madison. No 
phone calls or emails please.

Sunshine Child Care 
is now hiring for a part 
time/full time position. 
We are looking for a fun, 
outgoing, energetic indi-
vidual who loves working 
with kids to join our team. 
Apply within at 210 8th St 
West Point or call 319-837-
6966 and talk to Stepha-
nie for more information.

HELP WANTED
PUBLIC NOTICE

MINUTES
August 18, 2017

The Great River Regional 
Waste Authority met on Au-
gust 18, 2017 at the admin-
istration building in Fort Mad-
ison at 6:30 A.M. to conduct a 
regular monthly meeting.

ALL VOTES UNAMI-
MOUS UNLESS OTHER-
WISE INDICATED.

The meeting was called to 
order at 6:34 A.M.

Present: Brad Randolph, 
Marc Lindeen and Roger 
Bryant. Rick Larkin and Gary 
Adam were absent.

Motion to approve the July 
21, 2017 meeting minutes was 
made by Bryant, seconded by 
Lindeen.

Public Comments: None
Motion to approve the 

General Manager’s report 
made by Lindeen, seconded 
by Bryant.

Motion to approve the 
Business Manager’s report 
made by Randolph, seconded 
by Lindeen.

Discussion and approv-
al to purchase a 2015 Jeep 
Patriot from Jim Baier Ford 
for $13,995.00. Motion to 
approve made by Randolph, 
seconded by Lindeen.

Motion to approve the Ex-
penditures made by Lindeen, 
seconded by Randolph.

Motion to adjourn made 
by Randolph, seconded by 
Bryant. The meeting ad-

journed at 7:13 A.M. The next 
Commission meeting will be 
held on September 15, 2017 
at the administration building 
in Fort Madison, Iowa at 6:30 
A.M.
KEOKUK WATER
DEPT. ........................$101.70 
TREAS, ST. OF
IA. .....$7,294.83  ($7,396.53) 
ADVANCED
RADIATOR ................$28.00 
AGRILAND FS .....$5,314.88 
AGRILAND FS ........$374.11 
AGRILAND FS ........$176.62 
AGRILAND FS .....$6,384.24 
ALTORFER ...........$3,623.92 
ALTORFER ..............$815.32 
ALTORFER ..............$102.94 
ALTORFER ...........$1,567.32 
ALTORFER ..............$189.00 
ALTORFER ..............$599.79 
ALTORFER ..............$645.22 
ALTORFER ..............$225.55 
ALTORFER ..............$440.80 
AMERIMARK
DIRECT ....................$402.56 
BARKER
LEMAR.....................$725.00 
BIG RIVER
RENTAL .....................$36.60 
BUFORD
DOZING ................$2,025.00 
BURGESS,
TRENTON ................$152.19 
CAROLINA
SOFTWARE .............$808.62 
CATERPILLAR
GLOBAL .............$21,230.00 
CERTIFIED LAB. ....$755.01 
CONN COMMUNICATION
.....................................$39.95 
COURTESY DOOR

.....................................$85.00 
CULLEN PEST
CONTROL ..................$30.00 
DAILY DEMOCRAT
...................................$824.28 
ACCESS SYSTEMS
...................................$183.99 
DRAKE HARDWARE
.....................................$80.00 
EBS ........................$1,319.29 
ELEC. ENGINEER
...................................$615.00 
ELEC. ENGINEER
.....................................$40.00 
PILOT GROVE
..............................$15,000.00 
FAIRBANKS ............$773.00 
FARM & HOME .........$70.91 
FEDERAL CO. ...........$71.00 
CONNECTION BANK
..............................$15,000.00 
FM WATER.................$75.13 
HENNEN ...............$9,583.08 
HUFFMAN WELD.....$29.98 
HUFFMAN WELD.....$88.71 
HUFFMAN WELD.
...................................$317.95 
HUFFMAN WELD.....$59.99 
HUFFMAN WELD.......$2.18 
HUFFMAN WELD.....$39.99 
ALLIANT ENERGY
...................................$443.50 
ALLIANT ENERGY
.....................................$22.81 
ALLIANT ENERGY
.....................................$58.75 
ALLIANT ENERGY
...................................$197.74 
ALLIANT ENERGY
...................................$163.69 
ALLIANT ENERGY
................................$1,117.00 
IMWCA..................$1,423.00 

IA. RECYC. ASSOS.
...................................$175.00 
IPI .........................$29,575.00 
JOHNSON, SARA ......$14.02 
KEMPKER’S ..............$23.98 
KEMPKER’S ..............$36.80 
KEMPKER’S ..............$59.98 
KEMPKER’S ..............$31.71 
KEMPKER’S ..............$13.47 
KEMPKER’S ..............$16.98 
KEOKUK CITY CLERK
...................................$299.26 
KOHLMORGAN
TRANSFER ..............$638.67 
KOHLMORGAN
TRANSFER .........$19,561.50 
MID AMERICAN .......$98.29 
PEN CITY CURRENT
...................................$950.00 
PILOT GROVE.........$404.85 
PITNEY BOWES .....$233.00 
QUILL CORP. ...........$192.90 
QUILL CORP. ...........$309.99 
CENTURY LINK .......$88.23 
CENTURY LINK .....$305.21 
CENTURY LINK .....$484.74 
REIF OIL ...............$1,560.31 
RNJ’S ..........................$51.20 
SERVICE MASTER
...................................$846.45 
SERVICE MASTER
...................................$100.00 
TARP O MATIC .......$310.26 
TRADEBE .............$6,425.53 
TRUCK REPAIR ......$222.85 
US. CELLULAR.......$277.62 
VAN BUREN REGISTER
...................................$465.50 
SCOTT CO. .........$10,108.50 
WEIKERT IRON ......$729.00 
WELLMARK BLUE
..............................$15,595.44 
WIN PROPANE ........$165.55 

WINDSTREAM .........$24.97 
WOODLEY, KEN .....$125.00 
SUB TOTAL ......$184,900.37 
 ($7,396.53)
............................$192,296.90

PUBLIC NOTICES

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

Advertise
your service

business

90 days • 
Only $7499

2x2 Businss Card 
Size Ad

Place your ad
online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad

classifieds@pencitycur-
rent.com

Call (319)371.4125

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

Big Buckle Bash 2017 
brought to you by: 

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial,

 Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

Classic Car

Starting at 4pm

Fort Madison
 Main Street Presents:

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event
kicking off Rodeo season

welcomes all ages to join in on the fun!
  Adults: $5   Kids: $2   •   Food Vendors

Beer Tent (must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST! 

The Voice
Singing Competition

Starting at 5pm

Starting at 8pm

Country 
Musician

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon • Riverview Park, 

Ft. Madison

Please call 319-372-5471 for details. 

FREE KIDS EVENTS
Minute to Win It Games, 
Football Toss, & MORE!

AIR EVAC 
HELICOPTER LANDING

Weather Permitting

36’ INFLATABLE 
OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE
Medals presented at 12pm!

Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

FREE 
Cotton Candy 

& Lunch Provided!

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

https://www.facebook.com/bigbucklebash/
http://www.fortmadison.com/events/fort-madison-partner-affiliate-events/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

Burlington 
Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison 
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis 
Dental Care

319-394-3255

Burlington 
Dental Associates

319-753.2515

Show that beautiful smile!

New London 
Dental Care

319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
welcomes you to visit any 

one of our Branch Locations 
or ATM’s during your stay. 
Visit our website for a list of our locations

Pilot Grove • Houghton • Donnellson • West Point • Mt. Pleasant
Packwood • Winfield • Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Fairfield

Toll Free: 800.283.2265

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Pilot Grove Savings Bank welcomes our customers, 
friends and neighbors to the Tri-State Rodeo. 

We hope to see you there!

Saddled with unexpected auto repairs? 
Let Griffins get you back on the trail!

Full Service Auto Maintenance & Repair 
ASE Certified Technicians 

Same Day Service On Most Repairs
24 Month/24K Mile Warranty

Customer Friendly Digital Inspections
Family Owned & Operated for 20 Years!

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

www.griffinmuffler.com
 Like us on Facebook!

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com


Celebrating 40 Years in Business
Final Sales Going on Now at  The Avenue 

in Downtown Ft. Madison!

739 Avenue G
 Ft. Madison

(319) 372-2828
Monday - Saturday 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Free Gift Wrapping

Discover all your
favorite fragrances

at Under the Sun
Luminara®

Fragrance Diffusing Candle
10 Fragrance pods to choose from:

Woodwick®

Ultrasonic Aroma Diffuser
Many Fragrances 
To Choose From!

New 
Selection

New Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily!   Stop by Today! 

Honeycrisp Apple, Sea Mineral Salt, 
Warm Embers, Vanilla Sea Salt, 

White Tea, Island Gardenia, 
French Lavendar, Spiced Cinnamon, 

White Pine & Balsam, 
and Heirloom Pumpkin 

Welcome Visiting Rodeo
 Fans & Competitors

The Fort Madison YMCA would 
like to make you as comfortbable

 as possible during your stay! 
We are open for showers! 

220 26th St
Fort Madison
319-372-2493

fortmadisony.org

24 Hour Towing Service 
River City Motors Plus, Inc.

(319) 372-6959
715 13th Street

Fort Madison, IA 52627 
www.rivercitymotorsplus.com

WEST POINT CARE CENTER
319-837-6117 • 607 N. 6th St. • West Point, Ia

“Where Care is at the Heart of what we do!”

~ Long Term Nursing Care
~ Short Term Rehabilitation

~ Respite Care, Skilled Nursing
~ End of Life Care

~ On-site Therapy Room
~ High Staff to Resident Ratio
~ Individualized Care Plans

~ Daily Recreational Activities
~ Home Cooked Meals

~ Private & Semi-Private Rooms

Call to schedule a private tour 
and assessment today!

Members of the Iowa Health Care Association and American Health Care Association

When it comes time to retire your favorite boots let 
West Point Care Center help bring you comfort. 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

We hope you 
enjoy the 

2017 Tri-State 
Rodeo Festivities!

Welcome 
Tri-STaTe rodeo 

FanS
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Sports
Moyers wins weekends’ 2017 Kempker Open
Below are the results of 

the 2017 Kempker Open 
held at Sheaffer Memorial 
Golf Course on Saturday. 
The event was an 18-hole 
tournament with those in 
the championship flight 
playing an additional 9 
holes.

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT

1ST ADAM MOYERS (104)
2ND JIM BUTLER (107)
3RD TJ WIDBIN (108)
4TH JAMIE ROBBINS (109)
5TH JAKE ARMSTRONG (109)

6TH KACIE BROEG (110)
7TH JACK VANAKEN (113)
8TH JIM NELSON (113)
9TH NICK PARRISH (115)
10TH RYAN LUTTENEGER (115)
11TH JORDAN HUBBS (119)

FIRST FLIGHT
1ST JOE STEWART (76)
2ND ERIC WARD (76)
3RD DOUG FRENZ (76)

SECOND FLIGHT
1ST SCOTT MELLER (81)
2ND WAYNE MACLEARN (81)
3RD CHAD THORNTON (81)

THIRD FLIGHT
1ST FRED KNOCH (84)
2ND GARY WAGLER (84)

3RD RANDY MOYNER (85)

FOURTH FLIGHT
1ST SCOTT NICKEL (89)
2ND ABRAM SILVEY (89)
3RD CRAIG BROEG (90)

Senior Divison

FIRST FLIGHT
1ST ERIC BARKER (70)
2ND JOHN KORB (71)
3RD TOM TINCHER (76)
4TH TERRY VAN AKEN (76)

SECOND FLIGHT
1ST RANDY THORNTON (83)
2ND ROBERT WASHINGTON (84)
3RD TOM SKEWES (84)
4TH DAN BEIK (85)

Members of 
the Kemp-
ker family 
stand with 
2017 Kemp-
ker Open 
Champi-
on Adam 
Moyers at 
Sheaffer 
Memorial 
Golf Course 
Saturday.

https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/West-Point-Care-Center/166849326660395
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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Welcome Back Tri-State Rodeo Fans!
Have A Great Time In Fort Madison!

1301 37th Street • Fort Madison, IA 52627
(319) 372-9145

www.larryholtkamp.com
Hours: 9 a.m. - Noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday through Friday

Insurance www.fbfs.com Investments

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC, University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266 877/890-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance 
Company, Western Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company/West Des Moines, IA Affiliates Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M093-ML BC (4-13)

Farm Bureau Financial ServiceS

Wever (Main Bank)
319.372.5141

3542 168th St. • Wever, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Burlington Branch
310752.6200

3131 Sunnyside Ave. • Burlington, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Sat. 

Denmark Branch
319.528.4222

106 Academy • Denmark, Ia
Open at 8:30 Mon. - Fri.

Built on Tradition, Trust, and Teamwork

Welcome Tri-State Rodeo Fans

We invite you to 
visit one of our 

3 locations
or check us out 

online:
www.fsbwever.com

Serving Southeast Iowa with over
150 Years of combined experience in 

residential, commercial and 
agriculture real estate! 

902 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, Ia 
319-372-4040

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

Build your favorite memories in the home of your dreams!

Helping you 

Call us or visit our website to find your perfect property.

find the perfect property
– it’s what we do.

610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
KLM REALTY

319-372-1919

Every Cowboy Needs A Home!

926 Avenue G      Fort Madison, Ia 52627      319.372.3991

You’re the One® we’re here for at MidWestOne.

 MidWestOne.com Member FDIC

See us for 
all of your 

banking needs.
  

Click this ad to 
visit us online!

Kick up your Boots & 
Enjoy the Rodeo!

We welcome you to stop by 
and say “Hi” during your 

visit to Ft. Madison! 

5025 River Valley Road
Fort Madison, IA. 52627

(319) 372-8611
www.sunnybrookftmadison.com

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 •Shawna (319)470.0622

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fsbwever.com
http://seia.rapmls.com/
http://www.keepinglivesmoving.com
http://www.midwestone.com
http://www.sunnybrookftmadison.com
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The most important 
Back To School supply: 

CLEAR VISION

Schedule your appointment today!

319-372-2321
716 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, IA

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. 
3rd Generation Optometrist

www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
      Like us on Facebook!

OUR SERVICES
• Glaucoma Diagnosis  • Eye Injury Treatment
• Cataract Diagnosis   • Family Eye Care
• Contact Lenses   • Frames & Lenses 
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis  • Pediatric Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment   • Macular Degeneration
• Eye Allergy Treatment    Diagnosis
• Eye Infection Treatment  

and so much more!

Back to School Eye Exam Specials 
going on now through September 29th!

Complete Eye Care Packages 
starting at

includes:
Select Frames & 

Scratch Resistant Lenses 
*See optician for details

Specializing in
Family Eye Care
and Treatment.

$93.00

When Every Second Counts...

You Count On Lee County Bank!

801 Avenue F
Fort Madison, IA 52627

319.372.22432501 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2218

504 Avenue D
West Point, IA 52656

(319) 837-6262

You’ll Thank A Bank Like Us...

www.leecountybank.com

Fort Madison, Iowa

Scotts Miracle-Gro 
is a proud 

Gold Level Sponsor of the
Tri-State Rodeo

http://www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
http://www.leecountybank.com
https://www.scotts.com
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Local News

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
Every student. Every classroom. Every day...

www.holytrinityschools.org
Ft. Madison • West Point • St. Paul

Welcome 
all you 

Cowboys
& Cowgirls...

...We hope you 
enjoy the Rodeo! 

art and cultural district. 
I thought I could be one 
step closer to that opening 
up here.” she said.

With the gallery now 
open, Whitcanak runs 
that, the B&B and teaches 
“on the ground” at Carl 
Sandburg, while the other 
teaching is through the 
online universities.

When coupled with her 
art venues, Fort Madison 
has the Fort Madison 
Area Arts Association, 
Artist Trax Studio on 
Avenue H, Artisan Next 
Door, the Old Fort Play-
ers, Top Hatter’s Dance 
Studio and Frame ‘N Art, 
the historic district down-
town has many businesses 
that are arts and culture 
related.

“The goal is we’re trying 
to develop an arts and 
cultural district in the 
historic district and that’s 
more than just visual arts,” 
Whitcanak said.

She’s currently helping 
coordinate and sponsor 
an open house and Music 
Festival on Oct. 7.

‘I’m going to sponsor an 
open house with wine and 
cheese reception at this 
gallery from 3 to 5 p.m. 
We’re trying to develop 
an October Music fes-
tival as a fundraiser for 
area school music boost-
ers, but there are some 

conflicts with the high 
school being in Ottumwa 
that night, But hopefully 
we can get some students 
from the middle school 
and maybe Illinois to help 
put that on.”

“Right after that, the 
tourism group is trying 
to organize the first of 
ghost tours or haunted 
tours at the Old Fort. Not 
sure if they will call that a 
haunted tour or haunted 
house, but they’ll bring 
those plans to the Old 
Fort Commission.”

Whitcanak said she’s 
trying help create an iden-
tity for the district.

“It’s like a bucket list 
thing,” she said. “You have 
a certain amount of time 
left in a lifetime and what 
do you want to do with 
it. This is what I want to 
do with it. People haven’t 
even begun to identify the 
potential here yet.”

Her visions and con-
versations have even 
included focusing a hotel 
or convention center type 
facility on the east end of 
town, possibly in the for-
mer Sheaffer Pen build-
ing, coupled with a major 
state or even national 
museum.

“If we an get a major 
museum or unearth the 
fort and take down those 
single story buildings to 

have parking on the other 
side of Sheaffer Pen and 
then develop a major 
museum there,” she said. 
“The state is certainly 
interested, but I think 
it could be a national 
museum because of this 
being the beginning of 
the history of Iowa...we’ve 
got the 1812 battlefield. 
There’s enough here to 
build on,” she said.

As far as her retail 
outlet, Whitcanak says she 
holds tutoring sessions 
and sells paintings out of 
the gallery. She also will 

be bringing in different 
specialists to hold ses-
sions.

The first of which is on 
Oct. 14 which is a session 
by Shirley J. Sanders. 
Whitcanak is scheduling 
two 3-hour workshop, 
one from 9 to 12 that is 
almost full and the sec-
ond from 1 to 4 p.m.

Whitcanak can be 
reached at the gallery at 
372-6842 or by email at 
victoria.bmarie@gmail.
com.

Her vision includes east side major museum, hotel

Whitcanak explains some of the acrylic works that she’s done that are in display at the gallery.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Randolph sponsors Friday’s Party on the Patio
BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - 
Fort Madison Partners 
will be joining forces 
with the Baxter Sports 
Complex to provide free 
community events at the 
Baxter Sports Complex. 
This event is an opportu-
nity to come out and see 
the complex and shake off 

that work stress with your 
friends. We will feature 
free music from 5-7:00 
pm with food and bever-
ages for purchase.

Our Premier Sponsor 
for the Friday, August 
25th event is Randolph 
Dental with music by Ker-
ry Murray, from Kayam-

bee; music Sponsored by: 
Artist Trax Studio and 
special food and beverage 
specials can be purchased 
from Baxter Sports 
Complex. Come out and 
relax on the patio with 
your friends and help 
support our community. 
Party on the Patio, is an 

event benefiting commu-
nity-wide beautification 
efforts. If you have ques-
tions- please call the Fort 
Madison Partners office 
at 319-372-5471. Save the 
date for the September 
and October events: Sep-
tember 15th and October 
6th.

http://www.holytrinityschool.org
mailto:victoria.bmarie@gmail.com
mailto:victoria.bmarie@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/


tirades by hunters who 
were escorted from a 

LCCB board meeting 
last Monday.  Hunters 

risk losing generations of 
traditions of hunting, and 
have a concern for safety 
on the Mississippi River in 
boat blinds. Board mem-
bers voted to change the 
permanent blind guide-
lines to coincide with Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources due to a group 
of hunters not following 
the guidelines on getting 
the blinds out of the water.

Pflug asked Unsworth 
to elaborate on the deci-
sion to end the permanent 
blinds.

Unsworth outlined the 
system implemented five 
years ago with people 
getting permanent blinds 
through a lottery system. 
He said there were issues 
getting the blinds out on 
time so the board revisited 
the issue last year with a 
three-year contract. The 
past year there were still 
some issues with hunters 
following guidelines, so 
they board voted to phase 
out the permanent blinds 
and allow boat blinds only.

“At that point we had 
some feedback from hunt-
ers that it wasn’t enough 

time so we decided to 
give them another year to 
prepare for that change,” 
Unsworth said.

“Here’s the problem: 
these guys aren’t duck 
hunters,” said Pat Arm-
strong, a Fort Madison 
hunter. “They only give us 
two weeks to get those out. 
If you don’t quit hunting 
two weeks before, you 
won’t get out. You’re gonna 
get frozen in back there. 
But the Ortho pocket, I’ve 
been hunting since ‘55 
there and I’ve built a lot of 
blinds out there and you 
build a good one, it will 
last five years.”

Sylvester said hunters 
have always been told 
they can call the board 
and ask for an extension. 
He said the board has met 
with duck hunters over 
the years to come up with 
guidelines that work for 
everyone.

“But no matter what we 
come up with, they didn’t 
follow the rules,” Sylvester 
said.

Supervisor Ron Fedler 
asked if there were any 
federal or state guidelines 

that govern the issue.
Sylvester said the board 

went against the Iowa 
Department of Natural Re-
sources recommendations.

“We decided we would 
try to work with perma-
nent blinds and the DNR 
didn’t even want us to do 
that. Every year we’d meet 
with duck hunters and try 
to work out guidelines and 
things that would work 
for everyone and they just 
wouldn’t follow the rules.”

Sylvester pointed to 
occasions when the con-
servation district had to go 
down and pull out blinds 
that had broken loose and 
floated down river.

“We’ve had maintenance 
people go down the river 
and pull blinds out of the 
river and we don’t have the 
manpower to do that. So 
we’re just looking at going 
back to the DNR rules on 
the river.”

Pflug asked if there 
wasn’t a way to reach a 
compromise with the 
hunters. “Listening to what 
they’re saying, going for-
ward is there a way - with 
these guys, is there chance 

to sit around and try to 
work out something.”

Sylvester left the door 
open to possibly taking 
one more shot at working 
with the hunters.

“By extending the per-
manent blinds a year, that 
gives us time to do stuff 
like that,” he said.

Unsworth reminded the 
supervisors that per state 
code, the conservation 
board has authority to set 
their own policy.

“Public input is the time 
for these folks to bring 
issues to us and then for us 
to go back to and do our 
homework and make rec-
ommendations,” he said.

Fedler said he wanted to 
look into what authority 
the board had to intervene.

“As far as rulings, we 
need to check into wheth-
er we have any authority 
at all, which I don’t think 
we do, to overrule their 
decisions.”

After the meeting, when 
asked if the decision by 
the LCCB was a done deal, 
Unsworth hesitated and 
said, “We’ll see.”

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 23 Aug

Clear skies
Low – 71.1º F | High – 55.0º F

THU 24 Aug

Light rain
Low – 73.5º F | High – 56.6º F

FRI 25 AUG

Light Rain
Low – 68.7º F | High – 58.6º F

SAT 26 AUG

Light Rain
Low – 69.2º F | High – 60.2º F

SUN 27 AUG

Light Rain
Low – 71.4º F | High – 61.5º F

OpenWeatherMap
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County not sure it has standing in duck blind issue
BLINDS - Continued from Page 1
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