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State offers up 2019 STEM 
project funding menu

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – With STEM being the action word 
of educational and economic development officials for 
the past half a decade, state officials continue to put 
money toward programs that focus on critical think-
ing.

A new wave of applications through Governor Kim 
Reynolds’ Iowa STEM Advisory Council, is now being 
accepted for area schools and outside organizations 

interested in helping students of all ages 
engage in the STEM processes.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math) is an interdisciplin-
ary approach that helps students develop 
technical skills and make connections 
from the classroom to the world of 
work,” according to Lee County Eco-
nomic Development Group’s Dana 

Millard.
Support local journalism. Make your Pen City Cur-

rent subscription donation here.
The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council began 

accepting Scale-Up applications for the 2019-2020 
school year January 21st. Applications will be accepted 
through March 4th. For a complete list of 2019-2020 
STEM Scale-Up Programs, and to apply please visit 
https://www.iowastem.gov/scale-up/.

“STEM careers with local business and industry is a 
major focus of our Grow Lee programing and are a vi-
tal economic development driver for the growth of SE 
Iowa and the state” said Millard, the group’s economic 
development project director. 

“Helping promote programs such as STEM Scale-ups 
are a great way for us to leverage our resources in order 
to benefit local students.”

The STEM Scale-Up programs range from building 
robots and coding programs, to conducting agricultur-
al field experiences and learning about STEM careers.

Millard said Lee County is leading Southeast Iowa 
in its participation in receiving STEM Scale-ups with 

92% percent of the county’s 13 public school buildings 
having received STEM Scale-up funding. That funding 
equates to more than $60,000 in grants over the past 
four years. This is in addition to Fort Madison High 
School and Keokuk High School receiving $25,000 
each for the STEM BEST (Businesses Engaging Stu-
dents and Teachers) program. Des Moines County has 
had 33% of their buildings receive a Scale-Up grant 
over the past four years, Henry County has had 54%, 
and Louisa County has had 50%.

Students look at different STEM project boards 
at last year’s STEMFest at Southeastern Com-
munity College. State STEM project funding 
applications for 2019 are now being accepted. 
This year’s STEMFest is set for Feb. 23.

PCC Fiile photo

MILLARD

Schools, groups can apply 
online through March 4 for 
project resources

See SCALE UP, page 5

Talks underway to 
help with city’s 

redemption woes
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The idea of having another 
redemption center in Fort Madison is being, well….
recycled.

Fort Madison Mayor Brad Randolph, who also 
serves as chairman of the Great River Regional Waste 
Authority board, has reopened conversations about 
the possibility of partnering with local businesses and 
Hope Haven out of Burlington to establish a function-
ing redemption center, he said.

Support local journalism. Make your 
Pen City Current subscription donation 
here.

The move coincided with a bill intro-
duced Jan. 17 in the Iowa Senate, that 
would up the amount of the reimburse-
ment to redemption centers by a penny 
to two cents per beverage container. 
Currently, reimbursement operations are 
getting one cent over the deposit refund by distribu-
tors, making it difficult to sustain operations out of the 
1-cent margin.

The bill also cleans up language and would require 
distributors to pick up recycled containers at least 
weekly and provide payment within one week follow-
ing the pick up.

The bill was introduced by State Sen. Mark Segebart 
(R-Vail) of the 6th District and was moved to a sub-
committee on Wednesday.

Randolph said he’d had a few brief 
conversations with Wade Hamm, the 
director of GRRWA, as to whether space 
could be found to house the operations 
on landfill property.

Hamm said it might be difficult to find 
room at the landfill now, and he’s not 
sure how much room the facility would 
need and what features would be required.

 “Brad Randolph brought the idea to our attention,” 
Hamm said. “We discussed it a little bit but nothing 
has become of that yet. Without doing some structural 
changes I don’t think it’s possible.”

Randolph said he would like to see some businesses 
get behind the effort to help fund the operation. Spe-

RANDOLPH

GOBBLE

See RECYCLE, page 5
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

 1/22 MID-DAY
7 8 0 

 1/22 EVENING
1 6 7

  1/22 MID-DAY
8 3 9 2

 1/22 EVENING
3 7 0 6

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

1/22
4 15 37 59 64
Mega Ball: 16
Megaplier: 5

OBITUARIES

ERIC “GIZ” VAJENTIC
Eric “Giz” Vajentic, 70, of Donnellson, Iowa, passed away at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

January 22, 2019, at Great River Medical Center in West Burlington, Iowa.
Born on November 10, 1948, in Washington, Pennsylvania, the son of Joseph 

and Rose (Yanik) Vajentic. On August 22, 1970, he married Judith Laposta in 
Burgettstown, Pennsylvania. She preceded him in death on No-
vember 9, 2010.

Survivors include his two children: Eric Matthew (Sharon) 
Vajentic of Kansas City, Missouri and Lynae (Mark) Scott of 
Donnellson, Iowa; four grandchildren: Dominic and Benjamin 
Vajentic and Reegyn and Grayson Scott; two brothers: Joe (Sue) 
Vajentic of Elyria, Ohio and Tom (Cathy) Vajentic of Apalachin, 
New York; one sister: Anna Kathryn Vajentic of Mayfield Heights, 
Ohio; mother-in-law: Florence Laposta of Burgettstown, Penn-
sylvania; two brothers-in-law: Robert (Barbara) Laposta  of Paris, 
Pennsylvania and Eugene (Diane) Laposta of Grantsville, Mary-

land and several nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents: Joseph and Rose; wife: Judith and 

father-in-law: Robert Laposta.
Eric graduated from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh with a Bachelors De-

gree. He worked at Climax Molybdenum as an accountant for forty-four years. 
He attended St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Montrose for many years. He was a 
longtime member of Green Acres Golf Course and the Montrose City Council. 
Eric was active in many area outdoor organizations. He enjoyed spending time 
outdoors: golfing, fly fishing and gardening. He was an avid fan of all Pittsburgh 
sports teams and loved hosting Sunday football get togethers. Eric was a strong 
man overcoming many medical issues and was always very grateful to all those 
who assisted him. Above all, Eric enjoyed spending time with his family and 
grandkids (to whom he was affectionately known as “Pap Pap”) and he was well 
loved by his nieces and nephews. Giz was full of integrity and was well respected 
by all who knew him.

In accordance with his longstanding wishes, his body has been deeded to the 
University of Iowa Anatomy Department.

A Memorial Service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, February 2, 2019, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson with Reverend Mark P. Spring officiating. 
The family will receive friends from 11:00 a.m. until the time of service.

A memorial has been made in his memory.
Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrange-

ments. On-line condolences to the family may be made at www.schmitzfuneral-
homes.com.

VAJENTIC

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

OBITUARIES

AGNES M. FULLENKAMP
Agnes M. Fullenkamp, 101, of West Point, Iowa passed away at 1:55 a.m. Wednesday, 

January 23, 2019 at the West Point Care Center.
Agnes was born on November 4, 1917, in Houghton, Iowa, the daughter of Joseph and 

Deanna (Holtkamp) Bentler. On January 31, 1940, she married Adrian “Abie” Fullen-
kamp at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton, Iowa. Able 
passed away on December 1, 1997.

Survivors include her five sons: Ray (Becky) Fullenkamp, Dan (Deb) 
Fullenkamp of West Point, Will (Chris) Fullenkamp of Fort Madison, 
John (Jill) Fullenkamp of Danville, Jim (Sandra) Fullenkamp of Irving, 
California; three daughters: Jeanne Griswold of Fort Madison, JoAnn 
(Danny) Lampe of West Point and her very special daughter, Judy 
Fullenkamp of Burlington; one daughter-in-law: Carol Fullenkamp; 
some of her greatest loves were her many grandchildren; the thirty-two 
grandchildren; seventy-four great-grandchildren and eight great, great 
grandchildren. She’s also survived by her two brothers: Frank Bentler 

of Ft. Madison and Tony Bentler of Mt. Pleasant; one sister: Rita Meyer of Davenport; 
sister-in-law: Ann Bendlage; her many nieces, nephews and  so many wonderful friends, 
as well as her West Point Care Center family. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; one son: Ron; one son-in-law: Pat Griswold; 
two brothers: Louis and Leo Bentler; five sisters: Claire Pranger, Rosina Sanders, Ger-
trude Berg, Dorothy Pollmiller and Mary Menke and one grandson-in-law: Greg Menke.

Agnes graduated from St. John’s Catholic School, Houghton, Iowa. She was a home-
maker and mom throughout most of her life.  She worked as a sitter at Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Ft. Madison after her children were raised.  

Agnes was a member of St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church, the Daughter’s 
of Isabella, the West Point Garden Club and St. Mary’s Altar and Rosary Society. She was 
an avid card player, enjoying many games with her many friends, as well as children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She loved all of her family and friends very 
much but showed no mercy when she was playing cards. Her favorite year was 2017 
when the Cubs won the World Series.  She was told she would have to wait one-hundred 
years for that so she did.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Friday, January 25, 2019, at St. Mary of the Assump-
tion Catholic Church in West Point where the family will receive friends from 3:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. A Parish Rosary will be recited at 3:30 p.m. and a Christian Wake Service 
will be held at 6:00 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, January 26, 2019, at St. 
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in West Point with Father Dennis Hoffman as 
celebrant. Burial will be at the Calvary Cemetery, West Point, Iowa.

FULLENKAMP

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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New Year. Fresh Start.
Thank you to all our customers

who worked to reduce their environmental footprint last year.
We’re looking forward to helping you continue your efforts

and to educating our communities on more ways to help this year.

Here are just a few ways you can help:

• Don’t put plastic bags in recycling bins
• Rinse & clean all food jars & cans before 

recycling
• Flatten empty boxes for better storage & vol-

ume reduction
• Place all recyclables loose in bins
• Don’t recycle wrapping paper
• Properly dispose of all electronics and house-

hold hazardous waste

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Hound boys pitch 2nd quarter 
shutout in win over Clark County

PCC STAFF

KAHOKA – A second 
quarter shut out by the 
Fort Madison Blood-
hounds Tuesday night was 
the catalyst to a 53-47 win 
over Clark County on the 
road.

Junior Jayden Fedler 
led Fort Madison with 
18 points on the night 
including eight in the 
first quarter, to go with 
senior Brandon Keester’s 
two 3-balls as the Hounds 
found themselves behind 
17-14 after one.

But the Hound defense 
strapped the Indians 

down in 
the second 
quarter not 
allowing a 
point, while 
the Hounds 
raced out to 
a 29-17 first 

half lead.
Fort Madison converted 

three 3-pointers in the 
second period, two by 
senior Logan Rashid and 
one from Keester.

Clark County got things 
going again in the third 
period, putting up 17 with 
five different players scor-
ing in the period. Hound 
freshman Dayton Davis 
scored six in the third 
period and Keester got 
his fourth 3-pointer of the 
game to help the Hounds 
hold onto the lead.

Rashid would convert 

4-of-4 free throws in the 
final period and Fedler 
would convert a couple 
bucket for Fort Madison 
to seal the win, despite 
the Indians outpacing the 
Hounds 13-10 down the 
stretch.

Rashid and Keester each 
finished with a dozen on 
the night for the Hounds. 
Davis finished with six 
points on the night, while 
Mike Mosena and Parker 
Denning both added two 
points. Jordyn Gerdes had 
one to round out the scor-
ing for Fort Madison. Fort 
Madison went a sparkling 
11-of-12 from the free 
throw line in the win.

Fedler is tops in the 
Southeast Conference in 
scoring with at 15.7 points 
per outing and 234 total 
points. He’s also second 

in field goal percentage 
for starters in the confer-
ence at 61.0% from the 
field, behind Keokuk’s 
Alex Wolter who’s at 61.9 
through 14 games.

Rashid is 4th in the loop 
in scoring at 12.4 points 
per game.

Fort Madison is 6-9 
on the year and had lost 
four of it’s last five going 
into Tuesday’s game. They 
take on Mt. Pleasant at 
home on Friday and then 
Central Lee at home on 
Saturday for the annual 
cake auction.

Connor Mack had 
15 points to lead Clark 
County and Layne Som-
mers chipped in with 14.

In the junior varsity 
matchup Jace Burgher 
scored 14 to lead the 
Hounds in a 47-35 win.

KEESTER

Fedler scores 
18; Rashid, 
Keester 12 ea.

FMMS girls 
take two from 

Fairfield

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison 7th grade 
girls basketball team defeated Fairfield 30-24 in the A 
game Monday night in Fairfield.

Aija Jenkins led all scorers with 13 points, followed 
by Taylor Johnson with eight points. Madelyn Gobble, 
Lauryn Helmick, Ellanore Wright, and Gracie Blind 
each pitched in two points.

Helmick added four assist and four steals. Johnson 
led in rebounds with 10 and Jenkins added seven.

Fort Madison’s A team moves to 2-0 on the season 
and plays at Mt. Pleasant on Tuesday.

The Fort Madison B team won by a score of 8-4.
Ieisha Coleman led in scoring with six points and 

Haley Lampe chipped in with two. Amy Yasenchok and 
Ali Carson contributed three steals. Lampe led in re-
bounds with four. With the win, Fort Madison’s B team 
moves to 2-0 and also plays at Mt. Pleasant on Tuesday.

Jenkins scores game high 13 
in 30-24 “A” game win

Fairfield 
boys take 

three 
from 

FMMS
PCC STAFF

FAIRFIELD – Fair-
field won all three games 
against the Little Hounds’ 
8th grade boys team on 
Tuesday.

Nathaniel Swigart led 
Fort Madison with eight 
points, two of which came 
from three-point land in 
the 54-22 loss in the “A” 
game.

Xander Wellman had 
six points and three 
rebounds, while Aiden 
Boyer and Jamiah Wil-
liams each scored four.

In the “B” game, Fort 
Madison fell 27-22 with 
Calviyan Tucker putting 
in 10 points and hauling 
in four rebounds for the 
Hounds. Dane Butler and 
George Hantzeas each 
had four points, while 
Drew Davis and Wellman 
added two. Nick Fullen-
camp led the boys with 
five boards.

Davis had three points 
in Fort Madison’s 18-5 
“C” game loss. Hantzeas 
added two to round out 
the scoring for Fort Mad-
ison.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds

the classifieds
VEHICLES
 FOR SALE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

2006 Pontiac 
Grand Prix 

Clean, one owner, remote 
start, sunroof, leather heated 
front seats.  122,000 miles. 
$4,500.  319-470-0347.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.
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CURE PREVENT TREAT

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Saturday, January 26th
7:30 p.m.

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

Mark
Williams

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Ft. Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8am to 5pm

Like us on Facebook! w
w
w
.g
rif
fin

m
uf
fle
r.c

om

http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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From the Front/Weather

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  
about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS
CONNECTION

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 24 Jan

Light Snow
High– 14.9º F | Low – 0.7º F

FRI 25 Jan

Light Snow
High– 5.7º F | Low – 1.3º F

SAT 26 Jan

Clear Skies
High– 4.3º F | Low – 0.3º F

SUN 27 Jan

Light Snow
High– 28.5º F | Low – 15.2º F

MON 28 Jan

Light Snow
High– 37º F | Low – 15.8º F

OpenWeatherMap
Together as a
community of 
STUDENTS

Together as a
community of 

EDUCATORS

Together as a
community of 

FORT MADISON

PLAN TO JOIN US!

MONDAY, FEB. 4TH
6:15 – 7:30 PM
MIDDLE SCHOOL

CHILDCARE 
WILL BE

PROVIDED!

STR     NGER
T      GETHER

WE ARE

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!
We want your input in determining our future needs. 

Kristine Bullock serves as the 
hub manager for the Governor’s 
STEM Council for Southeast Iowa. 
She said the state has six regions 
and each region receives $500,000 
each year to award programs to 
area schools and organizations.

“We don’t give money to the 
schools, we use it for training 
and programming,” Bullock said. 
“Schools can apply for as many 
programs as they want. Potentially 
every teacher could get that train-
ing.”

She said since 2011, the state has 
been allocating money to increase 
STEM participation at formal and 
informal school sessions. Infor-
mal school sessions could include 
scout groups, libraries, after-school 
programs and with 18 counties in 
southeast Iowa vying for the pro-
gramming awards, the application 
process is very important.

Bullock said that Lee County 
has been able to take advantage of 
strong partnerships with the STEM 
council through the work of Lee 
County Economic Development 
Group.

 “I believe that southeast Iowa 
and Lee County are either even, if 
not ahead, of the rest of the state, 
especially with the help of Lee 
County Economic Development 
Group,” Bullock said. 

“Dana is on my advisory board 
and that’s a really great partnership 
and collaboration that has helped 
that area. We’re still trying to make 
sure that every building has high 
quality STEM programing and we 
have pockets of excellence, but we 
need to make sure they have that 
programming every year. We don’t 
want them to have that grade where 
things drop because they aren’t 
continually thinking with that criti-
cal mindset.”

On the Iowa Assessments, 
students who participated in the 
STEM Scale-Up Program scored 
higher than students statewide 
with an average of three percentage 
points higher in mathematics and 
reading, four higher in science.

“Lee County has a lot of STEM 
career opportunities, including 
careers that deal with robotics, 
engineering, math, and science. 

It’s important that we prepare our 
students for these careers” said 
Millard.

To help shape this, Millard sits 
on the Governor’s SE Iowa STEM 
Advisory Council. The council 
is a public-private partnership of 
educators, companies, and Iowa 
students and families addressing 
policies and programs designed to 
improve Iowa’s educational system 
focused on science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM). The STEM Council works 
to engage and prepare students 
for a career-ready workforce path, 
regain Iowa’s historic leadership 
position in education, and provide 
a vital competitive economic ad-
vantage now, and for the future, to 
ensure that every Iowa student has 
access to world-class STEM educa-
tion opportunities.

“We wanted to try to get the 
word out that the application pro-
cess is now open and we would like 
to see schools, groups, and non-tra-
ditional classrooms at all levels 
take advantage of these program 
resources,” Bullock said.

Lee County has record of success with STEM funding
SCALE UP - Continued from Page 1

cifically, those who sell and charge deposits for cans. 
Right now, cans are accepted at some of those locations, 
but on a very limited basis. Cans can also be taken out 
to P.A.W. Animal Shelter, where volunteers sort and 
bag the items.

Hamm said last week that Randolph asked to have 
the idea put back on the GRRWA’s agenda.

“I put it on for discussion purposes,” Randolph said. 
“I wanted to make sure if I was going to be the point 
person on this, that we were all on the same page. And 
after the discussion, I think the board was pretty recep-
tive to the idea.”

He said it would take some investment from area 
retailers who sell cans to help get the program up and 
running.

Bob Bartles, executive director at Hope Haven in 
Burlington, said the organization has an interest in 
running the facility, but hadn’t spoken with Randolph 
as of last week. Most of his conversations involved Fort 
Madison Partners Director Tim Gobble.

“We had spoken about this in the past and the stick-
ing point has always been finding a place for a facili-
ty. There would have to be some money put into the 
program, too, because these operations don’t net a lot,” 
Bartles said.

Randolph said he asked for a meeting with Gobble to 
coordinate efforts and see what kind of funding could 

be obtained. He also said he intended to reach out to 
Bartles as well.

City Manager David Varley said if a place could be 
found to house the operation, the project might be 
workable.

 “They need to have a location, but I think if there 
was a place, Hope Haven would get pretty serious 
about it,” Varley said.

RECYCLE - Continued from Page 1

Officials looking to partner with Hope 
Haven for redemption center

http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/


6 - Pen City Current - Thursday, January 24, 2019

Current-Lee

FORT MADISON – The following is a list of events and happenings going on in 
Fort Madison as submitted to Pen City Current.

Budding Artist Exhibit
The Budding Artist Exhibit is on display now at the Fort Madison Area Arts As-
sociation, with a reception taking place Saturday, Jan. 19 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Children’s Immunization Clinic
The Lee County Health Department will be holding a children’s immunization 
clinic with free lead testing on Thursday, Jan. 24 at the LCHD’s facility at #3 
John Bennett Drive in Fort Madison from noon until 5:30 p.m. The clinic is 
open to children with no insurance, those insured by Medicaid/MCO or those 
with private insurace that doesn’t cover vaccines. No appointment is necessary. 
Call 319-372-5225 for more information.

Community Blood Drive
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will hold a drive at Lincoln Elementa-
ry School on Thursday, Jan. 24 from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the school gymnasium. 
To donate call LeAnn Cashman at 319-372-2896.

Cake Auction
The Fort Madison Bloodhound Boosters will hold a cake auction on Saturday, 
Jan 26 at breaks during the varsity girls and boys basketball games.

Nerf Wars at FM YMCA
The Fort Madison YMCA will be the site of another round of Nerf Wars on Sun-
day, Jan. 27. From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. boys and girls ages 1 through 6 will compete 
in Nerf Wars in the gymnasium. Children must bring eye protection, their own 
Nerf guns, darts/bullets/balls. Cost is $5 for members and $10 for non-mem-
bers. For more information contact program director Noah Dean or visit the 
YMCA’s Facebook page for more information.

Local artist on display at SCC
Lori Illner Greene will have her art work on display at the Southeastern Com-
munity College Art Gallery, 1500 W. Agency Road in West Burlington from Jan. 
28-Feb. 15. The gallery showing will feature her “Raptors and Other Birds of 
Prey” series. 

Evening with Chuck Long
Former Iowa standout and NFL quarterback Chuck Long will be at Sheaffer 
Memorial Golf Course on Tuesday, Feb. 12 for presentation, including a social 
hour and dinner with doors opening at 4:30. The social hour and dinner will be 
from 5 to 6 and Long will speak at 6 p.m. with a question and answer to follow. 
For more information, contact Ryan at 319-528-6214 or by email at mcmillan@
sheaffergolf.com.

Ribbon-Cutting
A ribbon cutting for The Kingsley Inn and River Rocks Bar & Grille will be held 
on Feb. 15 at 10 a.m.

Fort Madison Partners Annual Dinner
The Fort Madison Partners Annual Dinner will be held Feb. 22 at McAleere Hall 
in Fort Madison. A night of gaming, food and fun has been planned. Contact 
Partners at 372-5471 for more information.

Senior Community BINGO at The Kensington
Each month on the second Wednesday of the month, The Kensington hosts 
Senior Community BINGO at 2 p.m. in their dining room at 2210 Avenue H in 
Fort Madison. All seniors are welcome and cash prizes are awarded.

Caregivers Connection at The Kensington
The Kensington hosts this monthly gathering to help educate attendees about all 
dementia types. Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of every month in The Kensing-
ton’s private dining room, 2210 Avenue H in Fort Madison. Call 319-372-4233 
to RSVP or for more information. The next luncheon will be held January 22, 
2019.

CURRENT-LEE

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.fmchosp.com
mailto:mcmillan@sheaffergolf.com
mailto:mcmillan@sheaffergolf.com
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