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Dead body found in rural Lee County

A Lee County Sheriff’s deputy and an Iowa State Trooper block traffic on 235th Avenue where 
a woman’s body was found Sunday morning. Authorities say a woman in her early to mid-twen-
ties was discovered in the ditch and an autopsy is pending.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - The body of a woman in her 20s was 
discovered in Lee County Sunday morning southwest 
of West Point.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s department was notified 
just before noon that a body had been discovered just 
off 235th Avenue about five miles southwest of West 
Point. The Iowa Department of Criminal Investigations 
is investigating the death and special agent in charge 
Rick Rahn, said they do not believe the girl is Mollie 
Tibbetts. The Tibbett disappearance has been part of 
national news for close to a month.

DCI agent doesn’t believe 
body is that of Brooklyn’s 
Mollie Tibbetts

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Ginnie came to me bright and early the day before 
my birthday. “There’s an issue with Buddy.”

“Ah, oh.” I didn’t like the sound of the word ‘issue.’ 
“Oh, what’s that?” I asked, trying to act nonchalant.

“Papa Swarm” gives Gator rides to grandkids on his 
70th birthday, minus Buddy. It was at this point Ginnie 
broke down. “I feel terrible,” she said, covering her face 
with her hands, and speaking between her palms, like 
the words were secret. “For your birthday,” she con-
fessed, “I got you some gourmet dark chocolate from 
Missouri. I had it hidden in the closet. Buddy found it 
and ate it—all three bars.”

It was 6:00 a.m. The veterinarian wouldn’t open until 

The dog ate my 
70th birthday present

See SWARM, page 2

See BODY, page 4

Colt Ford “raps” up RiverFest 2018
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - He’ll never admit to being a coun-
try rapper, but Colt Ford put his wrap on Fort Madison’s 
third and most successful RiverFest since 2016 Sunday 
night.

After pushing aside a career in professional golf, Ford 
took to the country music genre with a zest for talk 
albums, while putting some of country’s biggest names on 
tracks with him.

 Ford took the stage Sunday night on the final night 
of a festival that’s being hailed by many on the RiverFest 
committee as the most successful since its return in 2016.

    “It exceeded expectations in every single way,” said 
RiverFest organizer Charles Craft. “There are really just 
very few words that I can come up with to describe what 
happened here.”

He said ticket sales were strong enough that the com-
mittee has already been able to put aside deposit funds 
for next year’s entertainment, which Craft said fans will 
be just as happy, “if not more” with that lineup.

    “We’ve got funds to put toward deposits next year 
to ensure that the level of entertainment will not drop. 
Tri-State music fans will be very impressed with what we 

Country rocker Colt Ford and a bandmate 
work the crowd on Sunday night at RiverFest 
2018. Sunday was the final night of the four-
day festival.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See FESTIVAL, page 4
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Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 06 Aug

Moderate Rain
High– 82.3º F | Low – 68.9º F

TUE 07 Aug

Moderate Rain
High– 72.5º F | Low – 64.7º F

WED 08 Aug

Clear Skies
High– 83.2º F | Low – 68.5º F

THU 09 Aug

Light Rain
High– 87.6º F | Low – 73.7º F

FRI 10 Aug

Light Rain
High– 88.5º F | Low – 72.9º F

OpenWeatherMap
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FORT MADISON - The following is a list of events 
in and around north Lee County as submitted to Pen 
City Current.

American Legion meeting 
Fort Madison Post 82 The American Legion will 

meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Eagles Club 4821 Ave-
nue O.  Our 2018, $500.00 scholarship will be award-
ed, and Post 82 officers for 2018-2019 will be sworn 
in by 1st District Vice Commander Larry Loney.  All 
members and those interested in The American Le-
gion are encouraged to attend. For additional infor-
mation contact George Shields, Adjutant at 319-371-
5755 or Dan Vice, Commander at 319-470-7377.

Relay for Life
The North Lee County Relay for Life’s Roving Rally 

will be held August 8, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Kinn-
ick on the River in Montrose

Fort Madison Farmer’s Market
Every Monday local vendors have farmer’s market 

options available at the Old Santa Fe Depot on the 
Riverfront in Fort Madison. The farmer’s market runs 
every Monday until Oct. 8 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in 
the parking lot west of the depot.

Carousel Preschool Registration
Registration for the Fall Preschool session at Carou-

sel Preschool, 719 Avenue F, in Fort Madison will take 
place on Aug. 9, from 5 to 7 p.m.

United Way Trivia Night
The United Way of the Great River Region will 

be holding a trivia night on Aug. 10 at the South-
side Boat Club beginning at 7 p.m. Entry is $80 for 
a table of up to eight players. Food will be available 
and a 50/50 raffle will be held. Proceeds will go to the 
efforts of the United Way. Call Karen at 319-524-4504 
for additional information.

Party on the Patio
Fort Madison Partners summer Party on the Patio 

continues on Aug.  17 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Baxter Sports Complex

Riverview Games
The annual Riverview Games will be held on Aug. 

25 from 10 a.m. to noon in Riverview Park in Fort 
Madison. The event is free to area families and is 
sponsored by the Fort Madison Chamber of Com-
merce Ambassador Club, Fort Madison Lions Club,  
Fort Madison Kiwanis, and Fort Madison Rotary. 
Volunteers are still needed. Please call the Chamber at 
372-5471 for details.

CURRENT-LEE

8:00. I put Buddy 
outside, and he 
went about his 
business shamed 
faced. “Let’s get 
our exercising 
done,” I told Gin-
nie. “Then call 
the vet.”

I knew Ginnie was distraught when she climbed off 
the treadmill halfway through her 30-minute routine, 
with AC-DC singing “Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap,” 
to go out and check on Buddy. When I finished my 30 
minutes on the elliptical, I took another look at Buddy. 
He was lying on his side in his outdoor pen, panting. I 
knew then that we, indeed, had an ‘issue.’

The veterinarian took Buddy’s temperature, felt his 
tummy, looked at his eyes and gums, and listened to 
his heart. “Tachycardia,” he said. “Buddy needs to go to 
Iowa City where they can keep an eye on him.”

Away we went. Ironically, the name of the facility I 
was instructed to take Buddy to is, “Bright Eyes and 
Bushy Tails.” Buddy’s eyes were not bright and his tail, 
although bushy (his breed is nicknamed Saber Tail), 
was droopy. Bright Eyes and Bushy Tails is a wonderful 
emergency animal facility, and Buddy had the pleasure 
of spending the night. And the next night. I just hand-
ed over my credit card and didn’t whine.

Meanwhile, back at the Empty Nest Farm, we had a 
wingding of a birthday party for my 70th birthday. Sev-
enty! Who would have “thunked” it? Both of my kids 
were in attendance, with their kids, along with Ginnie’s 
sister. 

We had 24 oz t-bones on the grill, sweetcorn, “mush-
mellon,” sliced garden tomatoes, cucumber salsa, hot-
dogs and macaroni-and-cheese for the kids, “pink fluff ” 
and, for the grand finale, zucchini-chocolate birthday 
cake. Yippee! It was delicious! The only thing missing 
was Buddy.

“Papa Swarm” got to give his grandkids rides on the 
Gator, and help them roast ginormous marshmallows 
over a bonfire for s’mores. Then it was the special treat 
of throwing sweetcorn cobs in for the chickens—they 
go nuts—and petting Blossom. Those ornery grandkids 
even enticed “Papa Swarm” into a game of tag. It was 
the best birthday I’ve ever had.

As I was catching my breath, I thought, “Ha! Bud-
dy might have been doing me a favor by eating that 
chocolate. He knew I didn’t need all those calories.” 
I have been losing weight on the E&E Diet (Eggs & 
Exercise). To date, I’ve lost 43 pounds and am down to 
191—shooting for 180. Ginnie has joined me and is the 
slimmest I’ve ever seen her. Woo Woo!

Buddy came home after the second day and was 
bright eyed and bushy tailed. I want to thank all of 
Buddy’s Facebook Friends for their prayers and kind 
words.

Next week, details of the E&E Diet.
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 

Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Chocolate overdose 
puts birthday plans 
on temporary hold

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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From the Front/Lottery Numbers

Dr. Yadira Rafuls
FMCH Welcomes

“The most rewarding aspect of 
healthcare is improving the quality 
of life of patients. I love the trust my 
patients place in me. Compassion is 

my biggest driving force.”
 8/4 MID-DAY

6 6 6
8/4 EVENING

2 7 8

 8/4 MID-DAY
2 1 7 5

8/4 EVENING
3 9 3 5

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 8/4
3 11 38 44 58
Powerball: 2

Power Play: 4

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 8/4
15 16 26 45 52 

Star Ball: 1
All Star Bonus: 3

“Investigators are keenly aware of the Mollie Tibbetts 
investigation and have no reason to believe that the 
decedent is that of Mollie Tibbetts,” a DCI release said 
Sunday.

When asked what information was used in making 
the determination, Rahn said investigators believe they 
have identified the girl, but would provide no addition-
al information as to the cause of death or condition of 
the body. He said an autopsy on the body is pending.

 “We believe we’ve identified her, but we won’t be 
releasing that information pending family notification,” 
Rahn said.

He said the body has been transported to the state 
medical examiner’s office.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s Department, Iowa State 
Patrol, West Point Fire & Rescue, staff from the Lee 
County Attorney’s office, and Iowa DCI investigators 
were all on the scene until about 3 p.m.

The DCI release also stated there would be no ad-
ditional comments or statements made at this time in 
reference to the Lee County death investigation or the 
Mollie Tibbetts investigation.

BODY - Continued from Page 1

Victim ID’d but 
cause of death 
not released come up with next year,” 

he said.
The announcement of 

next year’s lineup will take 
place in March at Kinnick 
South.

Shawna Ross, marketing 
director, said it was the 
community that made the 
event great, with more than 
5,000 tickets sold through 
the gates in four days. She 
didn’t have figures from 
additional online sales 
readily available.

    “We’ve had people 
coming up to us all week-
end, telling us how great it’s 
been and I turn it around 
and tell them they’re the 
reason for the success. 
We can bring it here, but 
there’s nothing like looking 
out over the crowd and not 
being able to see the end 
of it,” Ross said. “The fans 
are beyond happy. They’re 
thrilled to have this back 
and experience this in their 
hometown. This is great for 
our town.”

RiverFest Games 

co-chairman Doug Krog-
meier said the competition 
part of this year’s event was 
on par with last year and 
competitors are happy with 
the events and the commit-
tee is now starting to see 
repeat contestants coming 
in from out of town.

    “It certainly isn’t going 
backwards,” he said.

Saturday featured turn-
of-the-century rockers 
Hinder with front man 
Marshall Dutton before the 
high-octane power rockers 
Pop Evil took the stage. 
After close to an hour of 
pounding rock, front man 
Leigh Kakaty climbed out 
onto the fans and finished 
the final song standing 
literally on top of the VIP 
section.

    “You were here for 
that, right?,” Craft said 
Sunday morning at the 
Veteran’s Breakfast. “You 
saw Pop Evil walk out onto 
the crowd. That was epic 
and that says it all right 
there.”

Veteran’s honored again
For the second year, the 

American Legion will be 
able to send area veter-
ans on an honor flight to 
Washington D.C. to see 

memorials at no cost to 
them. As part of the now 
annual charity breakfast, 
funds raised go to help 
send veterans on the flight 
out of Quincy as part of an 
ongoing effort initiated by 
WGEM television station.

Dan Vice, the command-
er of American Legion Post 
82 in Fort Madison said 
the breakfast was so brisk 
that volunteers had to run 
to area stores to pick up 
more supplies.

    “We ran out of eggs, 
pancakes, hashbrowns, and 
biscuits, so that’s a good 
thing. We were able to get 
more.”

Vice said the group is not 
only trying to raise funds 
to help offset costs for area 
veterans to make the flight, 
but also is still trying to get 
information to some veter-
ans who are still unaware 
of the program.

    “We’ve handed out 
quite a few applications 
for the honor flight today,” 
said post adjutant George 
Shields. “But we’re trying 
to make more veterans 
aware of it so we can get 
their names in and send 
them. We want more guys 
to go.”

Shields said there are 
about 3,600 veterans in Lee 
County alone. The Honor 
Flight for the veterans in 
this area typically goes out 
of Quincy, but there are 
other hubs, too, such as 
Cedar Rapids. Vice said 
the veterans in those areas 
are pretty in tune to the 
program, but those out in 
this part of Iowa aren’t as 
informed.

    “There’s a lot of them 
out there that haven’t ap-
plied yet,” Vice said. “A lot 
of people, when we’re out 
collecting donations say, 
‘Honor Flight for veterans?’ 
they didn’t even know that 
it was going on.”

Craft said the beer ven-
dors donated all their tips 
from Saturday night’s sales 
to the Veterans’ Breakfast, 
which was $231.

“I think they’re going to 
raise a ton of money and 
they said they were up 
about 50% from last year 
already,” Craft said at about 
10:45. The breakfast ran 
until noon.

For more information, 
veterans can go to www.
wgem.com/honorflight or 
they can send an email to 
honorflight@wgem.com.

More than 5,000 tickets sold through gate
FESTIVAL - Continued from Page 1

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.wgem.com/honorflight
http://www.wgem.com/honorflight
mailto:honorflight@wgem.com
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RiverFest2018

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

At far left, Hinder 
front man Marshall 
Dutton belts out one 
of the band’s 2001 
hits in the twilight 
act on Saturday. At 
right, a Head First 
fan gets a laugh as 
the band performs on 
the stage in front of 
her. At the bottom far 
right, Pop Evil lead 
singer Leigh Kakaty 
walks out onto the 
crowd as a beach 
ball zings by in the 
final number of the 
night.

 Photos by Aniah Ross/PCC Intern, 
Shawna Ross/PCC and 

Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above, RiverFest organizer Charles Craft whips the crowd 
up Saturday night before Pop Evil takes the stage. At 
right, Colt Ford and a bandmate work the third song of the 
set.

http://www.grrwa.com
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GONE FISHI
NG!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition
Sunday, August 12 through Monday, August 20
so our team can enjoy some time this summer.

Breaking news will be published online when possible.
Our free e–Edition will be back Tuesday, August 21.

Thank you for reading!
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

HELP WANTEDPROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Friday, August 24
8:30 to 11:30

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

FLASH    PANIN
A

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design This little piggy 

went to market
and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=LPNs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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