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EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

29 years sober... 
and counting
November 3rd, 1989, 2:00 a.m., all alone, and blind 

drunk, I fell through the glass top of my coffee table, 
cut myself to smithereens, and almost bled to death. 
Like an Iowa tornado ripping through a slum, laying 
the ground work for reconstruction, my whole life 
changed for the better. They say you have to hit bottom. 
I hit it real hard.

November 3rd, 2018, 10:00 a.m., happily married, 
age 70, I ran the Miles and Memories 5k hosted by the 
Great River Health System in West Burlington, like a 
healthy old man with 20 good years left in him, thanks 
to sobriety and the grace of God.

I hadn’t run a race in four, maybe five years. The last 
race I ran, I had gotten a flu and pneumonia shot the 
day before. Following the race I felt sick to my stomach, 
and my arm swelled up like a melon, turned red, and 
I thought I was going to die. At 6:00 a.m. on Sunday 
morning the following day, I called the “Nurse Hotline” 
on my health insurance card to see if I should go to the 
emergency room. I got some cranky woman out of bed 
and was candidly told that the hard exercise might have 
interacted with the inoculation and maybe I should 
consider not running. I took her advice. The follow-
ing day the swelling went down. No more running 
or pneumonia shots for me! I then proceeded to gain 
weight.

Last November, Ginnie and I started a self-concoct-
ed diet-and-exercise program called E-and-E—Eggs 
and Exercise. We have our own hens so have plenty of 
farm fresh eggs. We cut out the carbohydrates (bread, 
potatoes and sweets), concentrated on protein and 30 
minutes of aerobic exercise daily and, as of race day, my 
sobriety birthday, I have officially lost, count’m, 45 lbs! 
Ginnie has lost 30. We both feel great and are enjoy-
ing being able to wear clothes we haven’t been able to 
get into in years. It’s also fun buying new, smaller-size 
outfits. (If my feet would only get smaller.)

“Be nice to yourself.” That was something a friend 
told me years ago to celebrate my sobriety birthday. I 

Collier goes Sensational with 
Cordon Bleu for Main Street

Sheri Hawk, left, Sa-
vanna Collier, cen-
ter, and Fred Knoch 
prepare to serve a 
sausage, spinach 
and tortelini soup at 
Saturday’s Sensa-
tional Chef fundrais-
er for Fort Madison 
Main Street at SiP in 
Fort Madison.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - For close to a decade, Fort Madi-
son’s Main Street has been serving up five-course meals 
as part of an award-winning fundraiser in downtown 
Fort Madison.

After foregoing the spring edition of Sensational 
Chefs, Main Street volunteers opened up SiP, who of-
fered the space for the Saturday evening festivities to the 
warm smells of food prepared celebrity chef Savanna 
Collier of Fort Madison.

Collier, the coordinator for the Fort Madison Cham-
ber of Commerce, didn’t just fill the role. She has a 
couple years of formal training, a lifetime of informal 
training compliments of mom Sheri Hawk. Hawk was in 
the kitchen with Collier helping put the event together.

  The night’s courses consisted of an opening appe-
tizer of cucumber hummus bites, then followed with a 
spinach, tortellini, and sausage soup. Then guests were 
treated to a salad that Collier said she found on Google 

Tuesday elections should be tight races
Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

People have been at the 
door knocking a couple 
times a week. Democrats 
mostly, trying to shore 
up votes. I’m a registered 
Democrat, but I would 
have had conversations 
with foot soldiers of Re-
publican candidates.

I know who I’m voting 
for in the major races and 
I believe in the sanctity of 

going to the polls. I have 
this huge pet-peeve with 
people trying to manipu-
late me. As consumers of 
all things, we’re bombard-
ed on a daily basis with 
manipulators, but there’s 
something about someone 
trying to convince me to 
vote early that bugs me.

I’ve had the chance to 
sit down with each candi-

date in the local elections. 
Republicans Jim Steffen, 
Jeff Reichman, and Joe 
Mitchell, and Democrats 

Rich Harlow, Jeff Kurtz, 
and Jason Moats. We didn’t 
invite federal legislators to 

See DINNER, page 4

See SWARM, page 8See ELECTIONS, page 2
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Opinion/Lottery Numbers

 11/17 MID-DAY
7 2 6

11/17 EVENING
9 2 6

 11/17 MID-DAY
7 1 4 6

11/17 EVENING
5 4 5 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 11/18
17 28 31 32 39
Powerball: 26
Power Play: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 11/18
4 25 26 41 47

Star Ball: 6
All Star Bonus: 2

It’s time to elect those politicians that aren’t party driven
ELECTIONS - Continued from Page 1

sit down because we are hyper local, but we have an opinion there, as well.
For centuries print news outlets have given their opinion on candidates and it’s a dicey 

game, unless the readership remembers that it’s just an opinion, albeit, we believe, an 
educated opinion.

As editor/co-owner of Pen City Current, I spent close to an hour with each of the 
above mentioned candidates and we’ll get into that shortly, but at the outset, in Iowa’s 
2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, we would support Dave 
Loebsack to continue to serve in that position. Dr. Christopher Peters didn’t really spend 
a lot of time in the area, not even close to the amount of time Loebsack spent and contin-
ues to spend in our area. That’s a harrowing prognostication of whether we would really 
be in his sights.

Loebsack has also continued to push for rural connectivity, a very important issue in 
rural Iowa. He’s also represented well in terms of public safety, Internet safety, and has 
kept close tabs on economic development efforts for Iowa’s smaller communities.

Locally, I would blacken the oval for Republican Joe Mitchell for Iowa’s 84th District 
House seat. Mitchell, although just 21 and fresh out of college, brings a more middle-
of-the-road approach to politics that’s enticing. He said he wouldn’t have voted for the 
Chapter 20 overhaul as presented, as he said it went too far. Mitchell also has an unex-
pected amount of experience in navigating the state capital and has connections, which 
gives him a head start.

Republicans who toe the party line aren’t of interest to me, because politics is just too 
polarizing at all levels. Moats’ concerns and efforts are real where mental health and the 
safety of our correctional officers are concerned, but to me he seems a bit out of touch on 
important issues like education, privatized health care, and small business advocacy, all 
crucial elements to rural Iowa. Mitchell just seems a bit more rounded and willing to do 
what’s best for Iowans despite party affiliation. We just hope he is...who he says he is.

In the Kurtz/Reichman state’s 83rd District House race, I found both men deeply con-
cerned for local Iowans. I was concerned when Democrats Kurtz and Loebsack showed 
up for a rally with local duck hunters. It seemed as though they were making political hay 
out of a hot-button issue. Politics has to be more serious than creating opportunities to 
keep your face in front of voters, especially where you have no standing. It’s no different 
than showing up at Fort Madison High School to look at the trades program. Clint Ko-
belt, Jim King, and the rest have a wonderful, state-recognized program there, no doubt. 

But the timing seemed to be a little politically convenient.  We passed on the event as our 
fairness doctrine would have required a Republican event to balance. Rest assured we’ll 
continue to write on the successes of our schools and their respective programs.

However, Kurtz appears to be the candidate who will step up across lines and is willing 
to look and listen to his better angels and not the demons of party loyalty. He’s certainly 
from a blue-collar background and understands the importance of collective bargaining, 
the hassles of privatized health care, and the importance of funding public education, 
among other things. He also has many years working in the capital on behalf of railroad 
workers.

I found Jeff Reichman to be engaging, informed, and concerned about southeast Iowa. 
His push for more funding for vocational programs and taking a hard look at the dimin-
ishing value of a college education are attractive stances. But he does appear to be spoon 
fed a bit on several important issues, like public education funding, IPERS, and privatized 
health care. He, and Jim Steffen, who I’ll get to next, both had almost the exact same lines 
on college graduation rates and privatized health care. With all that being said, that race is 
a pick’em and I genuinely believe both men would represent this part of the state well.

The race between Steffen and Democrat Rich Harlow is one of the most puzzling, but 
Harlow may seem to be the best choice simply because he’s been at the meetings. Steffen 
has declined to attend meetings because he didn’t “want to get into that drama” but he 
said he’s kept up with all the documentation and minutes. But there’s something to be said 
about someone who doesn’t want to go through the drama of the meeting, until he’s elect-
ed. That’s where the sausage is made. You miss a lot not being in there.

Harlow, despite some questionable sign placements that prompted warnings from 
election officials, will tell you over and over he cares about the people of Lee County and 
wants to help those people. Anyone running for election wants to help, but he’s shown 
through actions his commitment. It was election time and people seize opportunities 
when their name is on the ballot. But it was the only real glimpse we got of the candidates 
in action.

Steffen’s military record and stories of his tours, as well as Riechman’s decades serving 
his country, aren’t lost on those of us who live under the blankets of freedoms they helped 
provide. But politics is engagement, and Steffen missed an important opportunity to show 
the voters his engagement, despite apparent efforts behind the scenes. Politicians don’t 
always work behind the scenes.

So cast your ballot, that’s the important thing. Elections have never been more import-
ant. Don’t go to the polls because of what is written here, but do some homework and cast 
your ballot for the person you believe will make dinner table conversations more to your 
liking.

In case you haven’t been following along, Holy Trinity head volleyball coach Melissa 
Freesmeier is taking her Crusaders to their ninth straight state tournament appearance. 
First round starts Wednesday night against a No. 7 Montezuma squad that dismantled 
New London on Tuesday night. Action starts at 8 p.m. at the U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar 
Rapids - but that’s Beside the Point.

http://www.fmchosp.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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From the Front

Medicare Premium $15 
w/Free Generics

“Best Medicare 
plan I have seen 
in 7 years.”

-Joe Rashid, 
Owner

15-Month CD Special

*Annual Percentage Yield is effective 10/22/2018 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum 
deposit is $5,000 to earn promotional APY.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal and may 
reduce earnings.

Click here or call (319) 372-2243 for details.

1.86%
APY*

12-Months

1.66%
APY*

9-Months

1.45%
APY*

7-Months

1.25%
APY*

40 acre pick your own pumpkin patch • Lots of Hardy Mums & Fall Ornamental Grasses
Largest corn maze in the tri-state area • 150+ varieties pumpkins, squash & gourds 

September/October Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sun 11am-7pm
The Pitchfork Cafe Hours: Mon-Fri 11am - 3pm;  Sat & Sun  11am -5pm

Harvestville Farm

1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558 • info@harvestvillefarm.com •www.harvestvillefarm.com

as something different she hadn’t created before.
 “It was a salad I found online and I thought it looked really good. It has pears, goat 

cheese, craisins, and maple balsamic dressing over spring greens,” Collier said. “The 
dressing is very different and I was nervous about it, but it is actually very good.”

A garlic butter asparagus went with the entree of Chicken Cordon Bleu and twice 
baked potatoes, which were followed up with caramel cheesecake bites and coffee.

 “Chicken Cordon Bleu was one of my favorite meals growing up because of my 
mom. It’s kind of a spin off hers and that was one of my favorite things of hers grow-
ing up,” she said. “I knew I wanted to do the chicken, but the other things I Googled 
because I wanted a lighter soup due to the heavy entree. The salad I just wanted 
something different and this is pretty different.”

Aside from hanging around her mom’s apron in the kitchen growing up and then 
more as an adult, Collier graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in hos-
pitality management. That degree she said focused on restaurants, but she’s used the 
degree to foster a career in event planning with various organizations including the 
Amana Colonies and now the Fort Madison Chamber.

  “I’ve kind of always been in the kitchen because of my mom. She was always cook-
ing when I was growing up,” Collier said. “And then when I went to college I took a 
lot of food courses at Iowa State. I did a simple food class and then a quantity food 
course, where we actually ran a restaurant in the bottom of our main building. We 
ran that and I really got into cooking then.”

She said planning and preparing the meal, which she said took about 10 days to 
pull together, brought her back to her college experiences and she realized how tough 
running a restaurant can be.

“And I don’t know that I could do this all the time. It’s a lot of work. It’s intense. 
Events ar,e too, but my gosh this is really tough,” she said.

Denicia Wright, the coordinator of Fort Madison Main Street, said information 
about the event went out about three weeks ago and the meal sold out quickly.

Several local businesses jumped in to help the event as well. Lee County Bank was 
the premier sponsor of the night. Fareway and Hy-Vee donated red and white wines 
and Swed Coffee provided after dinner coffees for the patrons.

Members of the Fort Madison Main Street board served the courses and worked 
the rooms, talking about the downtown program.

Main Street Coordinator Denicia Wright said the event will raise about $1,500 
outside of the sponsorships.

 “This sold out in less than a week and, in fact, we oversold. We were only supposed 
to sell 25 but we end up selling 30, which was fantastic. It made it a little tight in there 
than we expected,” Wright said.

She said plans are in the works to bring some different  ideas to the fundraiser in 
order to freshen up the event.

“We usually do two a year, we had to cancel the spring and just did the fall one. But 
next year we’ve got some new things geared up to breathe some new life into it and 
hopefully we’ll have a really great chef in the spring. We’re waiting to hear back from 
him.”

Collier dishes up family recipes 
for Main Street fundraiser

DINNER - Continued from Page 1

Fort Madison Cham-
ber of Commerce 

Coordinator Savanna 
Collier put on a feast 

for about 30 at SiP 
bistro on Saturday 
night as part of the 
Fort Madison Main 
Street Sensational 

Chef series. At right, 
Collier adds craisins 
to her spring salad.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.rashiddrug.com
https://www.leecountybank.com/services-tools/tools/rates.html#cds
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
mailto:Jrjasonrunge%40gmail.com?subject=Runge%27s%20Mow%20It%20or%20Move%20It%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.letsgovacays.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/


Dental Assistant 
or Hygienist

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a part time 
contracted dental assistant 
or dental hygienist to work 
within our school-based seal-
ant program. Applicant must 
be a licensed assistant or 
hygienist with at least one 
year of clinical experience. 
Please send resume to Ra-
chael Patterson-Rahn, Oral 
Health Program Coordinator 
at rprahn@leecountyhd.org. 
LCHD is an equal opportunity 
employer.

VEHICLES
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

2015 Honda Accord EX-14. 
$14,000. Mileage: 72,970. 
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees 
Credit Union 319-376-5237. 
Office Hours: Monday – Fri-
day 7:30 am – 10:00 am; 
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 
pm – 6:30 pm
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Honor your family members that answered the 
call to serve in our special Veterans Day edition 

on Sunday, November 11th.

It is our honor to publish this information. 
There is no charge for this service.

Submit your photos and information
using the form on our website

or email it to sales@pencitycurrent.com
or mail it to Pen City Current, PO Box 366,

Fort Madison, IA 52627.

Please include photo (color or black & white), 
veteran’s name, branch of service, tour(s) of duty, 

your name and contact
information in case of questions. A brief

personal message is also welcome.

Submissions are due by the end of the day
Thursday, November 8th.

SSGT Ezekiel “Zeke” James Ross
Iowa National Guard
Charlie Company 224th Engineer
Battalion, Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2004-2005
A Brother in Arms

CPL Jerome “Jerry” Leroy Brosi
US Army
Korean War
Your honor lives on through us all.
- Zeke and Shawna Ross and Family

SAMPLE LISTINGS

PO Box 366
Fort Madison, IA 52627

News (319)371.1670
Advertising (319)371.4125

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

FULL-TIME JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We are expanding…
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operator – 3069
-Job: Safely and efficiently perform various tasks associ-
ated with the packaging of liquid products and operating 
various packaging machines on production lines.
- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 
-Pay: Starts at $15.91/hour

Filler Technician – 3306
-Job: Safely and efficiently operate liquid filling machines 
to package liquid consumer products.  Accurately com-
plete documentation as it pertains to efficiencies, speeds, 
quality and over fill. Responsible for coordinating line 
efficiency to meet or exceed safety, production, quality 
and housekeeping standards.
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing envi-
ronment, helping coordinate production efforts, ability to 
prioritize and perform tasks with interruptions. 
-Pay: Starts at $20.25/hour

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORK SESSION
November 5, 2018

6:00 P.M.
Media Center - High 

School 
AGENDA

Call meeting to order and 
determination of a quorum 

Recognition of guests 
Approve the agenda
High School Guiding 

Coalition Discussion
Announcements

November 13, 2018, 
American Education 
Week Breakfast, All 
Buildings, 7:30 - 8:15 
a.m. (Central Office  
8:00 - 9:00)

 Adjourn

the classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
November 6, 2018

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
9:01 a.m. Public Hearing 

for Amendment ofFY19 
County Budget 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Amending FYI 9 
County Budget 

Consider Approval of 
Amended Appropriations 
Resolution 

Consider Approval of 
Contract with Maximus for 
Cost Allocation Plan 

Consider Approval of 
October 23, 2018 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Discussion on Pow-

dertown Sanitary Sewer 
Systems 

Discussion on Restruc-
turing County Attorney’s 
Office 

Consider First Reading of 
Engine Braking Ordinance 

Consider Approval of 
Letting Date for Pavement 
Markings on County Roads 

Review and Consider Bids 
for Steps at North Court-
house 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Temporarily 
Raising Credit Card Limit 
for Ryanne Wood Consider 
Approval of Resolution 
Raising.Credit Card Limit 
for Ross Braden 

Consider Approval of 
2018 Weed Commissioner 
Report 

Consider Approval of 
Class C Beer Permit for 
Dollar General, West Point 

Consider Approval of 
Cigarette Permit for Dollar 
General, West Point 

Consider Approval of Tax 
Abatement Resolution 

Consider Approval of 
Military, Homestead and 
Disabled Vet Tax Credits for 
FY18

Personnel Actions:
A. Step Increase-Health 
Department (3)
B. Promotion-Health 
Department (2)

Reports:
A. Recorder’s Report of 
Fees Collected
B. Manure Management 
Annual Update for 

Sandy Bottom Swine in 
Des Moines Township
C. Manure Manage-
ment Annual Update 
for Mehmert Farms in 
Pleasant Ridge Town-
ship
D. Manure Management 
Annual Update for 
Newberry Site #64887 
in Des Moines Town-
ship

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

Place your ad
online 24/7

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Selling 
classic cars 
in a modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

mailto:rprahn@leecountyhd.org
mailto:sales%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=2018%20Veterans%27%20Salute%20Submission
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://www.leecounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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National Recycling Day is November 15th
Now is the time to start preparing our world for a better future!

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 05 Nov

Moderate Rain
High – 47.9º F | Low – 46.7º F

TUE 06 Nov

Partly Cloudy
High– 45.6º F | Low – 32.6º F

WED 07 Nov

Light Rain
High– 39.6º F | Low – 26.0º F

THU 08 Nov

Light Rain
High– 36.7º F | Low – 36.0º F

FRI 09 Nov

Moderate Rain
High – 49.5º F | Low – 46.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

did then, and I did this time, too. Wanting to look my 
best on race day, I went out and bought a new warm-
up suit. With temps in the 40’s at the start of the race, 
the warm-up suit felt great. For running the race, I had 
selected a long-sleeved Iowa State shirt, which is taking 
a risk in Hawkeye country, Burlington. However, with 
both Iowa and Iowa State ranked nationally, no one 
gave me grief.

At the Miles and Memories 5k (3.1 miles), I failed to 
place in my age group since runners 60 and over are all 
lumped together. But, hey, I ran my first race in years, 
on my sobriety birthday. I’ll take that to the bank any 
day. My plans are to run a few more 5k’s, get my time 
down to a respectable pace, then try some 10k’s, then 
half-marathons, then...oh forget it.

Ginnie and I went out for dinner and a movie with 
some friends after the race. I won’t mention any names, 
but there’s a restaurant in Yarmouth that has some 
mouth-watering food and classic atmosphere. The 
movie we selected was “Bohemian Rhapsody”, about 
rock group, Queen. It’s an outstanding movie, and one 
of Queen’s signature songs I thought quite appropriate 
for my sobriety celebration. “We are the champions, 
my friends. And we’ll keep on fighting ‘til the end.” 
The tune is still in my head. Here’s to 20 more years of 
sobriety and happiness!

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

A run to celebrate 
sobriety

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Gulberg featured FMAAA November artist
BY BRIAN RIGGS

FMAAA Director

Annie Swarm Guldberg is the feature artist at Ft. 
Madison Area Arts Association this November bring-
ing “Dreamlands and More” with her. This vibrant 
world of oil color and texture welcomes you in from the 
crisp cold, warming you with a style to cozy up to like 
a warm cup. Reception for Annie occurs November 
9th from 5-7pm at 825 Avenue G. Sunnybrook of Ft. 
Madison is the sponsor for the exhibition. Annie will 
finalize the Lunch-ala-Art program year with a talk on 
November 30th at noon.

Annie has returned to her hometown of Mt. Pleasant 
after 16 years in Milwaukee. She graduated with a BA 
in Art from Wisconsin Lutheran College and worked in 
the printing/publishing industry. Like many from small 
rural towns, she gravitated back to her initial roots to 

raise her two sons with husband Nils. She offers art 
lessons in her studio in Mt. Pleasant. She loves the rich, 
vibrant color of oil. and Her love of painting, as well as 
encouragement from a wonderful art teacher, sent her 
to college for that source in the first place.

Annie has created her own wonderland environ-
ments based on Dreamlands, “Those places in our 
minds, dreams and hearts that are connected to reality 
or based on a real place, but filled with our interpreta-
tion. Adding vibrancy and fantasy with thick paint and 
bright colors, these are the landscapes we remember 
when we close our eyes.” For Annie the business always 
begins with the color, than texture, than subject matter. 
She reflects, “I always simplify shapes...it adds to the 
mystery, not just as you see it. It leads one to more 
interpretation.

. Viewing available all month Tuesday-Saturday from 
10am-5pm.

http://www.grrwa.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://tkef.org/


— OPEN HOUSE —  

November 3rd, 4th, & 5th 

11am—4pm  

Fort Madison, Iowa  

Maintenance Free 

Condominiums  

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com


 

3431 Woodland  

Heights 

Woodland View Condo 

Move in Ready  

2 Bedrooms—2 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Single Level w/  In Floor Heat 

1,680 sqft Finished 

Price: $245,000 

Pond View Condo 

Move in November 2018 

3 –4 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished  

500 sqft Storage  

Price:$330,000 

River View Condo 

Custom Design the Inside 

3 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

2 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,900 sqft Finished  

500 sqft Storage  

Price: $315,000 

Woodland View Condo 

Move in Ready  

4 Bedrooms—3 Full Baths— 

3 Car Garage 

Finished 9ft Walk-out Basement 

2,800 sqft Finished 

500 sqft Storage 

Price: $330,000 

For Sale Condominiums 

Phone: 319-470-2540 Email: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com

  

FB: Green Oak Development– Fort Madison, IA 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com


 Finished Basement & Single Level Condominiums  

 Landscape Additions - Pond, Fountain, Fire Pit, 

Seating Areas  

 2-4 Bedrooms & 2-3 Car Garage Units 

 River, Forest, & Pond Views 

 High-end Finishes—Quartz Counter Tops, Master 

Suites, Custom Wood Product Cabinetry  

 Year Round Landscape & Building Maintenance 

Provided  

 Zero Entry  Private Patio & Deck, Large Windows, 

Energy Efficient  

 

P: 319-470-2540 

FB: Green Oak Development—Fort Madison, IA 

E: jillian@greenoakdevelopment-ia.com 

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
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