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Next round of meetings set to discuss
Lee County area trails.
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Staffing firms seeing more openings

While area corporations fight
with skills-gap issues, local
hiring companies have more
than two hundred openings

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Despite unemployment rates
dropping across the country, Lee County continues
to have one of the highest rates in the state, yet staff-
ing agencies in the area have more than 300 local job
openings.

Dennis Fraise from the Lee County Economic De-
velopment said the most recent numbers for unem-
ployment are from September where the U.S. rate was
3.7%, and Lee County is right there at 3.7%.

“A year ago that number was 5.6%. Iowa is currently
at 2.5% and in the region Des Moines County is 2.8%,
Henry County is 2.1% and Louisa County is 2.3%,”
Fraise said.

“So the question becomes why do we chronically
have the highest unemployment rates, if not the high-
est”

He said there are a couple of reasons for that and
some of the issues can be traced to generational pover-
ty and the culture that creates.

“That’s why we're working so hard on the Bridges
out of Poverty program,” he said, “This is not a hand

See JOBS, page 6
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It was a not-so-epic ‘paleantological’ battle in
front of Team Staffing Tuesday morning. But a
tougher battles exists with city staffing compa-
nies filling area job openings.

Main Street’s Wine/Beer walk set for Nov. 16

' Lake Hill Winery, p.m. on Friday, Nov.9th. This will
Early bl”d g ZaSS Spirit Knob Winery,  be the ONLY night to get your
sa l e ta ke S p l ace Stone Cliff Winery, commemorative 2018 glass for only
. Tassel Ridge Winery,  $10.00. After the 9th, the glass-
Nov, 9 at S IP Wooden Wheel Vine-  es will be available for $15 at the
yards, East Grove Partners office, Funky Cowgirl or

FORT MADISON - The Fort WRIGHT

Madison Main Street 9th Annual

Farms, Cedar Ridge
Winery & Distillery,

Under the Sun Next Door during
regular business hours. Due to age

Wine & Beer Walk will take place
on Friday Nov. 16th from 5 p.m. to
8 p.m. The annual event will feature
regional flavors to enjoy at a variety
of locations in the Main Street
district.

Participating producers in-
clude: Christian Herschler District
Winery, Fireside Winery, Hy-Vee,

Ardon Creek Vineyard & Winery,
Fleck Sales, Golden Eagle, Lost
Duck Brewing Company, Burling-
ton Makers of Brew, V’s Brewing,
Fareway, Bent River Brewing Com-
pany and Green Frog Distillery.
The “Early Bird Glass Sale Event”
will be at SiP, 616 7th St, our 2018
Event Sponsor, from 5 p.m. to 7

Advertiser Index

restrictions, each participant must
be present to show proper I.D.

The purchase of a glass will
include a vendor listing map and a
“Golden Ticket”, which is valid at
participating downtown businesses
for $5.00 off a purchase of $25.00

See WINE, page 9
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FMCSD’s Slater
earns doctorate
from NIU

Dissertation focused on public
teachers’ free speech rights

Submitted article

Dr. Erin Slater successfully defended her doctoral
dissertation on Monday, October 29 and earned the
degree of Doctor of Education (Ed.D) in Educational
Leadership and Policy Studies from Northern Illinois
University. Dr. Slater’s dissertation was
titled, “K-12 Public School Teacher
Free Speech: The Impact of Garcetti v.
Ceballos on First Amendment Protec-
tions.” Her study examined relevant
U.S. District Court, U.S. Circuit Court
and U.S. Supreme Court decisions from
2006-2017 to determine the impact the
Garecetti case has had on public school
teachers’ free speech protections. Rel-
evant portions of Dr. Slater’s 200 page
research study have been requested to be submitted to
professional journals for publication.

“I appreciate the support of my husband, Scott, my
children and the Fort Madison Community School
District Board of Education. The Fort Madison Board
of Education has been especially encouraging of train-
ing and professional development for our teachers,
administrators and myself”

Dr. Erin Slater has been the Superintendent of the
Fort Madison Community School District since 2016.
Dr. Slater is a native Iowan, born and raised in Algona.
The daughter of the late Judge W.B. and Molly Mac-
Donald. Dr. Slater is a graduate of the University of
Iowa and received her Master’s Degree (M.S. Ed.) in
Educational Administration and Educational Specialist
Degree from Northern Illinois University. Dr. Slater
started her career as a teacher in the Chicago area
where she worked in education for over 25 years before
moving to Fort Madison.

Dr. Slater met her husband, Scott, at the University
of Iowa and they have been married for over 26 years.
They have twin daughters, Hannah and Madeline,
currently juniors at the University of Iowa and their
son Max, is a junior at Fort Madison High School. The
Slater family resides near the downtown area of Fort
Madison.

SLATER
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fight
FLU

Lee County Health Department
Final 2018 Flu Clinic:

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive * Fort Madison, IA
(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572

www.leecountyhd.org



http://www.leecountyhd.org/index.php/flu-schedule/
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scene Around Town/For the Record

For the Record

Fort Madison

Police report
10/30/18 - 1:55 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in

the 1400 block of 36th Street.

10/30/18 - 3:16 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft in
the 1500 block of Avenue D.
10/30/18 - 3:27 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a hit and run in
the 3300 block of Avenue L.
10/30/18 - 5:01 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded
to a report of a property
damage accident in the
1100 block of Avenue H.
10/30/18 - 9:04 p.m. - Fort

10/30/18 - 10:24 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police cited Brooke
Sue Peterman, 38, of Fort
Madison in the 1300 block

of Avenue G, on a charge

of trespassing. She was
released upon citation.
10/30/18 - 10:24 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police cited Jason
Matthew Hill, 39, of Fort Mad-
ison in the 1300 block Avenue
G, on a charge of trespassing.
He was released upon citation.
10/30/18 - 11:33 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to a
report of a burglary in progress
in the 400 block of Avenue D.
10/31/18 - 3:41 a.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a stolen vehicle in

sheriff's office, on a warrant
for violation of probation.

She was taken to the Lee
County Jail and held.
10/30/18 - 10:52 a.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies
arrested Setawndra Leigh
Quayle, 27, of LaGrange, Mo.,
on a warrant for contempt of
court. She was taken to the
Lee County Jail and held.
10/30/18 - 8:47 p.m. - Lee
County Sheriff's deputies ar-
rested Douglas Anthony Sch-
reiber, 26, of Revere, Mo., on
charges of OWI-4th and driv-
ing while barred. He was taken
to the Lee County Jail and re-

leased on a promise to appear.

Those listed above are

Photo by Lee Vandenberg/PCC
Tuesday was the site of many tricks and treats, but the annual Old Set-

tlers Park Halloween gathering was complete with a hot dog and chips
dinner and some other sweet treats.

Madison Police responded to the 500 block of Avenue F. presumed innocent until

a report of a larceny/theft in proven guilty in a court of law.

the 700 block of Avenue E. Lee County

10/30/18 - 9:15 p.m. - Fort Sheriff’s report Fort Madison

Madison Police responded 10/30/18 - 8:16 a.m. - Lee Fire & Rescue report

to a report of a property County Sheriff's deputies 10/30/18 - Fort Madison

damage accident in the arrested Tanya Anne Jones, Firefighters responded

1500 block of Avenue E. 55, of Fort Madison, at the to six medical calls.
— IOWA LOTTERY

\Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You"
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Megaplier: 2
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Pen City Current encourages you
to play responsibly.

Harvestville Farm Mercantile

Beautiful Fall Decor, Soaps, Lotions, Candles, Linens
Apple Cider, Apples, Jams, Salsas, Pickles
Small Pumpkins, Squash and Gourds

Hours: M - F 10am - 5pm and Saturdays 10am - 3pm

618 7th Street | Fort Madison, lowa | 319-470-7375
Visit us online www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile

‘Best Medicare
plan | have seen
in 7 years.”
-Joe Rashid,
Owner

Medicare Premium $15
w/Free Generics

(319).371.1670

(319).371.4125

Charles Vandenberg, Editor

editor@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager

sales@pencitycurrent.com

Copyright © 2016 by Pen City Current
All published materials are property of Pen City Current
and cannot be used without express written permission.

Pen City Current

Founded in 2016
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Health News/Local News

Overton named Employee
of the month at FMCH

29-year employee gets
nod for high level of

customer service skills

Submitted article

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison
Community Hospital recognized Mary
Overton as their September Employee
of the Month. Overton is part of the
Courtesy Services team. She has been
with FMCH for twenty-nine years.
Overton was chosen with this nomina-
tion:

This employee lives the Standards of
Behavior at FMCH excelling at Guest
Relations, Personal Accountability, and
Positive Attitude. Today it was abso-
lutely raining cats and dogs and I came
across this employee standing in the
clinic circle drive with an elderly wom-
an who uses a walker. They were talking
the woman into giving them the keys to
her car so they could pull her car up to

the doors! And the lady accepted, gave
this employee her umbrella and the
employee trudged out into the pour-
ing down rain, drove the car up to the
circle drive and helped the lady into her
car. For that woman, this employee is
most certainly a hero and deserving of
Employee of the Month.

Oveton recognized all of her past and
present co-workers as having made
a difference in who she is today. “My
favorite part of working at FMCH, is
working with and seeing my co-work-
ers on a daily basis, and realizing that I
am helping patients and their families
every day.

When not taking care of guests at
FMCH, Overton enjoys outdoor activ-
ities, helping her husband on the farm
and spending time with her two sons,
their families and her friends.

The Employee of the Month is an ini-
tiative developed by the Reward & Rec-
ognition team. Each month a FMCH
employee is honored for going above
and beyond for the good of the patient,
their co-workers and the organization.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Jeremy Alexander, President/CEQ, stands with Mary Overton; and
Vicki Kokjohn, VP of Employee Operations. Overton was selected
as the Fort Madison Community Hospital Employee of the Month for
September.

|

EASY SHARPS DISPOSAL

for greater community health & safety

Auxiliary to
hold jewelry
sale Tuesday

Fort Madison Commu-
nity Hospital Auxiliary
is hosting a Masquerade

Jewelry Sale on Tues-
day, November 6, 2018.
Everything is $5.00! The
sale will take place from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
Foggy and the Canel-

la Conference Rooms
located in the Business
Center at FMCH.

You won't want to miss
this opportunity to do
some early Christmas
shopping and purchase
some new accessories for
the holidays for yourself.

FMCH Auxiliary uses
the proceeds from their
fundraisers to provide
scholarships to area
students enrolled in a
health care program and
to support projects at
FMCH.

For more information
contact Carrie Green at
319-376-2747.

ADVERTISE

Great River Regional Waste Au-
thority now has a new sharps dispos-
al bin at the Fort Madison facility.
Making disposal easy for our cus-
tomers and allowing safer handling
for our employees. A similar sharps
disposal bin will soon be available at
our Keokuk Transfer Station.

The health and safety of our staft
and our community members is of
the upmost importance and we urge

our residents to use regulated con-
tainers specifically made for sharps.
Empty Sharps containers can be ob-
tained in the at both the Fort Madi-
son and Keokuk facilities.

For the safety of everyone in-
volved, please do not place plastic
jugs or bottles containing sharps
in your recycling tote or in any
non-designated bin at our drop oft
sites.

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Visit Us Online!  www.grrwa.com

Keokuk Transfer Station:

111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

facebook.com/grrwa

ina
brand new
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125



http://www.grrwa.com
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Local News/Classifieds

the classifieds

Cleaning Person
Part-Time

Part Time Cleaning Person
needed at the Holy Trinity
Catholic Elementary School
in West Point, IA. Must be
able to pass background
check. Please call Judi at
319-837-6131 for application
and/or interview.

Dental Assistant
or Hygienist

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a part time
contracted dental assistant
or dental hygienist to work
within our school-based seal-
ant program. Applicant must
be a licensed assistant or
hygienist with at least one
year of clinical experience.
Please send resume to Ra-
chael Patterson-Rahn, Oral
Health Program Coordinator
at rprahn@leecountyhd.org.
LCHD is an equal opportunity
employer.

2015 Honda Accord EX-14.
$14,000. Mileage: 72,970.
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees
Credit Union 319-376-5237.
Office Hours: Monday — Fri-
day 7:30 am — 10:00 am;
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00
pm — 6:30 pm

YOUR
AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

environment
-Pay: Starts at $15.91/hour

-Pay: Starts at $20.25/hour

FULL-TIME JOB OPPORTUNITIES

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant
We are expanding...
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operator - 3069

-Job: Safely and efficiently perform various tasks associ-
ated with the packaging of liquid products and operating
various packaging machines on production lines.

- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing

Filler Technician - 3306

-Job: Safely and efficiently operate liquid filling machines
to package liquid consumer products. Accurately com-
plete documentation as it pertains to efficiencies, speeds,
quality and over fill. Responsible for coordinating line
efficiency to meet or exceed safety, production, quality
and housekeeping standards.

-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing envi-
ronment, helping coordinate production efforts, ability to
prioritize and perform tasks with interruptions.

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/

Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

Area has more than 200 job openings

JOBS - Continued from Page 1

out, but a hand up. If we
can work with them and
break that cycle, it's a win
for Lee County. Every-
thing else is just a num-
bers game.

He said another issues
is rural Iowa’s declining
population.

Janet Smith, the region-
al manager for Full-Team
Staffing in Fort Madison,
looks at the problem from
the other side and said
unemployment is too low
and there aren’t enough
people to fill the jobs.

She said her numbers
show Lee County at
2.75% unemployment
rate and she said with
the number of people
who would be considered
“unemployable’, that re-
ally represents very little
unemployment.

Smith said Full-Team
has filled close to 60 po-
sitions this year and cur-
rently has 38 openings in
the Fort Madison office.

“It’s not a high unem-
ployment rate...it's low;”
Smith said. “This is the
lowest they’ve been in
18 years. There’s just not
enough people to fill the
positions. We have more
jobs and more demand.
And that’s just not here,
it’s in a lot places that are
experiencing the same
thing”

Smith said transporta-
tion is a big issue because
a lot of people that can
do temporary or temp to
full-time positions don’t
have reliable transpor-
tation. She said SEIBUS,
used to help get workers
to job sites, but they don’t
do that anymore so Full-
Team is actually doing
some van-pooling to help
people get to work,

Smith also heralded the
work of Bridges Out of
Poverty and its effort to
help improve soft skills

that help keep people
employed.

“There are those gener-
ational hurdles. I go to a
lot of our regional meet-
ings and we hear a lot
about that. I would like
to be part of the poverty
trainings because there’s
some bigger societal
issues where people don't
know how to live differ-
ently,” Smith said.

She also said something
needs to be done with
pulling driver’s licenses
in rural areas. She said
some licenses need to be
revoked for failure to pay
child support or fines, but
without a driver’s license
employees have a hard
time getting to work, or
they drive with their li-
cense revoked and end up
getting caught and fined
or jailed.

“How are they sup-
posed to get to work? So,
they drive anyway, and
then get another fine or
jail time, it’s just a rough
circle”

Fraise said the
four-county region of Lee,
Des Moines, Louisa, and
Henry counties have a
combined 1,085 current
jobs on the Iowa Works
job site.

Angela King, Branch
manager at Team Staffing
in Fort Madison said the
company’s Fort Madison
branch alone has more
than 110 current open-
ings. She said it’s been
difficult to get the posi-
tions filled, even though
applications can now be
done through social me-
dia and the website.

“It’s just a struggle.
We're trying so hard to
place for so many in the
area. We have a lot of
openings,” King said.

She said pulling the
Workforce Development
office has contributed to

the problems.

“I don’t think it helps
that we they took Work-
force Development out of
our county. When we’re
still dealing with higher
unemployment rates than
others, I don’t understand
why they would pull that
service out of here,” King
said,

She said there is also a
misconception that all the
positions are just tempo-
rary.

“A lot of what we hire
for is seasonal, but that
works for some people.
But a lot of the positions
are hire-on positions
as well, or provide an
option to go full-time if
the employee has demon-
strated good work habits
while temporary. Some is
seasonal, but that fits an-
other dynamic of people
who are looking for that
seasonal work.”

She said the temp-to
-hire firm also provides
temporary benefits to
employees who sign on,
including health, dental,
and vision. The company
also offers online and
social media links to cur-
rent jobs and application
processes.I think one mis-
conception people have,
is that a lot of companies
we work with do hire on.
It’s not temp for ever.

She said she has 110
openings in the Fort
Madison, but said all
three branches including
Mt. Pleasant and Burling-
ton have about 250 jobs
available. King said appli-
cants can even go to links
on their site and through
social media sites to apply
from their computer or
phone or Facebook page.

King said as a staffing
agency, Team Staffing
does offer insurance
plans for health, dental,
and vision for tempo-
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rary staffing, with a wide
range of starting pay and
shifts. She said many of
the positions hire on after
a good temporary work
record and others have
options or potential to be-
come regular positions.

Jaime Brecount, branch
manager at WorkSource
Staffing in Fort Madison,
said her office has about
25 openings in Fort
Madison as of last week.

“We are having a little
struggle. and have to
work harder in finding
people,” Brecount said.
“There’s a disconnect of
what we have available
and the pool of people
we have to place. Either
they lack skills or mo-
tivation, or whatever.
There are a lot of aspects
to that, but I just say they
are unemployable right
now.”

She said matching the
jobs to what is available
right now is difficult. She
too said transportation is
an issue.

“We have someone we
can bring on, but they
won't drive 45 minutes
for a job that pays $10/
hour. So we’re doing a
lot of matching the pool
to the jobs. There are lot
of hiccups to that and
we see that more in our
industry than most do”

“There are more jobs
than there are people. It’s
been more of a struggle
keeping them. We can
find them and place
them but we can’t keep
them. They job hop be-
cause people are jump-
ing to a job .50 higher.
People see that right in
front of them and they
don’t look at long-term.
Even though that may be
temporary.

Fraise said it’s hard to
point to one issue that’s
keeping the positions
from being filled.

“It’s hard to identify
and paint with that broad
brush. Employers point
to soft skill issues. Show-
ing up on time, things
like that that we take for
granted. Drug testing
their employees also
helps pull from the labor
pool. He said Bridges,
as the program grows,
should help resolve some
of those issues.

“There’s no easy fix
here with societal issues.
Generational poverty is
a tough cycle to break.
Sometimes the approach
that may seem like com-
mon sense, doesn’t work
for others and brilliance
of that program is that it
has identified that”
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SHOP

the classifieds

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

We will:
*Mow and landscape
your yard
*Move small loads
*Hall away unwanted
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

Runge’s

Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59

Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

-

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o> State FarmBank:

o1 8 )J0)]0 )} }:

Led e C

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

Some products and services not available in all areas. @

1001306.1

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL CENBER

Protect your bhottom line with

The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

= Producers who process, retail or direct market

= Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
and training

= Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

o Holtkamp
o) srmanas B FARM BUREAU
B s /@B, FINANCIAL SERVICES

Western Agricultural Insurance Gompany*/West Des Moines, IA. *Gompany provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CAO19 (12-14)

L
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707

www.lrisCityCleaners.com

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Bl Jones, PTA

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care 1701 41 Street Fort

Private Pay Accepted Memory Care — Ventilator Support Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook .
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Walk provides
funding to Main
Street efforts

WINE - Continued from Page 1

from Nov. 17 through Dec. 7.

Participating Main Street businesses with vendors
include: Artisans Next Door, Dana Bushong Jewelers,
Dawgs & Divas, Dodd Printing & Stationery, Group
Benefit Partners, Dollhouse Dreams, Faeth Cigar Store,
Fort Madison Area Arts Association, SiP, The Funky
Cowgirl, International Eye Care, Harvestville Farm
Mercantile, Junque To Gems, Lost Duck Brewing Com-
pany, Old Fort Players, Parthenon Pizza, Rev Fitness,
The Cabaret and Under the Sun Next Door, Old Lee
County Bank Building, Elliott Test Kitchen. Additional
downtown locations, including Stag and Vitality, will
be open with their own little concoctions to share with
event goers.

Many establishments will be providing “grab-and-go”
items for sale to help curb that appetite while on the
walk. Twisted River will be onsite and located at Faeth
Cigar Store. If you prefer a more relaxed setting to
enjoy a nice sit-down menu style meal that is available
too. Many restaurants and clubs will be open and are
offering specials for the evening.

The Wine & Beer Walk makes for a perfect evening
with loved ones or a bubbling night with friends and
family. If you have not attended the award-winning
Fort Madison Wine & Beer Walk before, see for your-
self how Main Street puts the spirit back into iconic
Avenue G in downtown Fort Madison for the holiday
season. All proceeds benefit Fort Madison Main Street,
an affiliate of Fort Madison Partners, and will help to
turther downtown revitalization efforts.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 01 Nov

Partly Cloudy

High — 53.6° F | Low —43.5° F
FRI 02 Nov

Partly Cloudy

High—48.6° F | Low — 39.5° F
SAT 03 Nov

Light Rain

High— 46.9° F | Low —41.0° F
SUN 04 Nov

Heavy Rain

High — 46.7° F | Low — 45.5° F

MON 05 Nov

Light Rain
High— 51.2° F | Low — 46.2° F

OpenWeatherMap

Subscribe to E jil:lk E
#PCC today '] =
Free and Paid I n LS
Options Available. u

Next round of area trail meetings set

BY PCC STAFF

LEE COUNTY - The Mississippi and Des Moines Riv-
ers SET Confluence Region of Lee County, Iowa, Clark
County, Missouri and Hancock County, Illinois will host
the second round of county trails and routes planning
on November 5thand 6th. There will be four 90-minute
public planning sessions at the following locations:

« Monday, November 5 at 3 PM at Nauvoo Fire De-
partment

« Monday, November 5 at 5:30 PM at the Keokuk Yacht
Club (this meeting will focus water trails)

« Tuesday, November 6 at 10:30 AM at Montrose River
Front

« Tuesday, November 6 at 3:00 PM at First Baptist
Church in Kahoka

The public is invited to attend any of the sessions to
provide input for all 3 counties.

Brian Leaders, a landscape architect with the Nation-

al Park Service (NPS) has extensive experience facili-
tating community trails and routes planning sessions
throughout the Midwest. The local planning sessions
are supported through a technical assistance grant and
awarded through the NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conserva-
tion Assistance (RTCA) Program. The RTCA program
supports community-led natural resource conservation
and outdoor recreation projects across the nation. The
SET Confluence steering committee submitted this grant
request in accordance with goals in the regional plan.

The planning sessions will begin with a presentation
on the community and economic benefits of trails devel-
opment and end with an active mapping session identi-
fying possible trails, connections, water access points and
additional amenities.

For further information on the planning sessions,
please contact Shelley Oltmans at shelleyo@iastate.edu or
319-524-5055.

Convenience

Anytime Anywhere Access
to Your Checking Account

Debit Card today!

www.pilotgrovesavingshank.com
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