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y{1]}:] Bloodhound Foothall Preview

BIoodhounds keep
stacking the bricks

Head Coach
Tony Shiffman
says second
year of new-
look Hounds
hinges on how
great the team
wants to be

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The intensity
is palpable on the Fort Madison

High School football practice field
during this third day of official

practice.

Shouting of missed assignments, dropped balls and
wrong steps echo off the north side taupe brick of the
high school building. Repetition....repetition....rep-
etition. A three-drill session wraps up a helmet and
shoulderpad day with heavy clapping, encouragement,

a 20-minute cool down exercise and a directed ice bath.

Summer camps are over and this is the real deal. To-
ward the end of the day, the first team was forced into
a second consecutive session of offensive hash drills,

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Junior Diego Lozano runs footwork drills with assistant coach Derek
Doherty Wednesday morning in the third day of full practice for the Blood-
hounds. At right, returning quarterback Lennon Barker looks downfield.

because the 2nd team lolligagged onto the field sending
head coach Tony Shiffman and Defensive Coordinator
Luke Rickelman over the top demanding the second
team stand on the sidelines and think about why
theyre second team.

This second edition of Shiffman’s Bloodhounds is
better prepared he said at this point, than the Hounds
were last year in the retooled system.

“Believe it or not we're light years ahead of where we
were last year;” Shiffman said after the practice. “Every-
body’s last year was so new, going from a double wing,
single wing look to a spread. This year we're furthering
the spread along”

In the skill positions, the Hounds will replace first-
team all district back Alex Gully who rushed for a
record 1,355 yards and 7.1 yards per carry. Junior
Diego Lozano will be a workhorse out of the backfield.
Lozano’s season was cut short with a shoulder injury
last year, and Shiffman said there’s a handful of other

See FOOTBALL, page 6
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Beside The
Point
Chuck Vandenberg,

Pen City Current - Editor

Crafts building
something big here

Watching thousands of people crowd around
the majestic riverfront that serves as the front yard to
Fort Madison’s downtown district was something to
see last week.

I live about four blocks from RiverFest and decided
I'd not fight the crowds and parking and just ride my
bike down the hill, shoot across the tracks, and ride
along the river walkway up to the metal grate that
gatekeeps all but committee members.

I'm not on the committee. I did race Doug Krog-
meier in a Paul Bunyon-esque task for driving fence
poles into the field east of the Riverview Park drive
for about two hours on Saturday morning. We put
‘em all in and then roped oft the parking. I had a bot-
tle of water, grabbed my bike, and headed home.

I couldn’t type for three days. My hands felt like
someone else’s.

I did it last year, too, but I don’t remember it hurt-
ing like that next day. But it’s a very, very miniscule
morsel of what needs to be done to pull off the event
that Charles and Jenny Craft and company have done
the past three years.

I'd say it’s pretty good odds that Charles was home
at a desk looking over numbers and envisioning an
even bigger event next year.

The city gave him $10K to market the event. The
largest amount I've ever seen the city’s tourism board
give to a local event. That money came back and then
some. I think Pen City Current shot about 4,000 pic-
tures of the event. We sponsored the Main Stage, and
helped with some outside-the-box marketing and
pre-event coverage, but this Craft guy and his band
of volunteers have got something here.

I'd list them because I know most, but I would
forget someone and we just don’t want to do that
disservice to those people that pick off parts of this
project. I've gotten to know Charles very well and am
very impressed with his promotional knowledge. He
knows who to talk to when and what to ask.

He understands that relationships are needed to
build this type of event and works hard to protect
them. I personally witnessed a customer come down
to the festival grounds on Tuesday and pretty much
demand a ticket. Charles was there and told the gen-
tleman that he could still pick up tickets at Hy-Vee
for presale prices. The man didn’t want to hear that

See CRAFTS, page 4
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Celehrations/Scene Around Town

RiverFest Games winners

Courtesy photos

At left, Isaas Steffensmeier, John Nagel, Rachel Mehmert, and Kaeli Hutson aka “We’re just lucky” won the RiverFest Games Sand volleyball
tournament on Saturday. At right is the runner-up team “Four Play” featuring Jamie Shadt, Sara Fedler, Natalie Ford, and Mike Walters. At far
right, are the male and female winners of the 5K Run/Walk held Saturday morning. Jennifer Lucie won the female race and Miles Sheppard won

the overall male race.

Birth Announcemente

GIDEON ANTHONY MILLIGAN
MARTINDALE

KEOKUK - Alicia Robinson and Kordell Mason are pleased to announce the birth
f their son, Gideon Anthony Milligan Martindale, on Saturday, August 4, 2018, at
the Fort Madison Community Hospital.
Grandparents are Debra and Larry Cameron, of Keokuk, Angalia Jones and Ste-
phen Martindale, of Keokuk. Great-grandparents are Beverly Jones, of Keokuk. Pen
City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

BRINKLEE SUE KENEL

FORT MADISON - Taylor and Kurt Kenel are pleased to announce the birth of
their daughter, Brinklee Sue Kenel, on Thursday, July 26, 2018, at the Fort Madison
Community Hospital.

Grandparents are Mike and Kim Culbertson, of Fort Madison, and Gary and Janet
Kenel, of Fort Madison. Great-grandparents are Gene and Carolyn Zieger, of Fort
Madison. Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

/

\Lottery

Woo Hoo for You

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.

To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

» Hospice « 1st Five
e Homecare « HOPES
e Wellness e I-Smile Silver®

e Immunizations
e Child / Adolescent Health

* Emergency Preparedness

e Senior Health
e Environmental Health

LEE

CHD

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive « Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org
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scene Around Town/Area News

RiverFest Bags winners

Courtesy photos

At left Shane Lebath of the Quad Cities and Scott Goetz of Burlington took the title in the River-
Fest Bags competition. At right were the second place finishers Jade Rigner and Ryan Markey.

County Conservation to hold youth dove hunt

LEE COUNTY - Lee County Conservation invites
youth along with a mentor to participate in a Youth
Dove Hunt. The two-part event will take place on Fri-
day, August 31st and Saturday, September 1st.

The first part will be held on Friday evening from
5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Tri State Gun Club. During this
portion of the event, youth will learn about hunting
regulations, review gun handling, and practice trap
shooting. Dinner will also be served. On Saturday
morning, youth and their mentors will head to the field
for the dove hunting portion of the event. The hunting
portion will take place from 5:30 to 11:00 a.m. at Heron
Bend Wildlife Area. The area will be closed to all other
hunters during the youth hunt.

Youth will need to provide their own gun and ammo
for the event. If a child cannot provide their own equip-
ment or does not have a mentor who can join them, Lee
County Conservation will work with the child to ensure
those needs are meet. The event is open to ages 12 to 15.

To register for the Youth Hunt, please call the Lee
County Conservation office at (319) 463-7673. The
last day to register for the event is Friday, August 24th.
There are a limited amount of spots available for this
program. Participants are encourage to register early.

Lee County Conservation District would like to
thank Lee County Pheasants Forever, Great River Quail
Forever, and Dan’s Pawn &Gun for sponsoring this
event.

Loebsack staff to hold
local office hours

WASHINGTON,
D.C. - Congressman
Dave Loebsack will have
a member of his staff in
Southeastern Iowa for
open office hours. Jared
Hershberger, Loebsack’s
District Representative,
will be at the following
locations. Hershberger
will be on hand to work
with individuals who are
having difficulty with a
government agency, have
suggestions for Dave, or
would just like to share
their concerns. Members
of the public are invited
to attend. Hershberger

| END OF SUMMER PLANT SALE!!! |

HILLCREST HOSTAS & MORE

Perennial Plant Nursery

holds regular office hours
throughout Iowa.

If residents are unable
to attend but have a
concern to share with the
Congressman, please call
our district office toll-
free at 1-866-914-IO0WA
(4692).

Hershberger’s schedule
for August is as follows.

Thursday, August 9

Fort Madison City Hall

811 Avenue E

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Keokuk City Hall

415 Blondeau Street

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

50%-75% off Select Annuals & Perennials
Now through August 18th!

Hosta * Ornamental Grass
* Clematis * Coral Bells
& A large selection of
blooming perennials to
brighten your landscape!

Last day of the season is August 18th!

319_835_3017 2292 Hillcrest Rd « Donnellson, IA

(5 miles west of Ft. Madison)
Sun. & Mon. - Closed « Tues. - Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
Llﬁ Like us on Facebook! ~ www.hillcresthostas.com

Household Hazardous Waste Unit

IS open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

]
nCRR p N .J'eel
c p) A A )\ ﬂen n“' Aommunlly aza[ ’ 4 A.

Backyard composting improves soil quality
& makes for healthier plants!

Ft. Madison Main Office:

Keokuk Transfer Station:

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370
to purchase one today!

2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, |1A
1-319-372-6140

111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175
Visit Us Online!

www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa
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Opinion/Classifieds

Everyone can get in on RiverFest act

CRAFTS - Continued from Page 1

and told Charles, “I guess
you really don’t want to
sell a ticket to me then.”

I was in retail for
close to 20 years and I
can unequivocally tell
you the customer is not
always right. But he does
pay the bills. Charles told
the man, “We're all about
customer service here, so
just hold on a second.”
The man stopped and
mumbled something.
Charles got on his phone,
arranged for a comput-
er to be brought down
to the ticket booth that
afternoon and sold the
man a ticket.

If that’s not the guy you
want in charge of bring-
ing more than 10,000
people into your town
over four days, I'm not
sure who would be.

Eight to 10 more
county veterans will
get to go on the Honor
Flight to Washington
D.C. because RiverFest
arranged for a Sunday
charity breakfast to raise
money for the events.
Charles is a military man
in his own right with the

U.S. Army. Those things
are near and dear to his
heart.

Dragon Boat races
were back on the riv-
er for the first time in
more than a decade and
throngs were on hand
to watch the races. That
will be bigger next year
as I heard people ribbing
others about why they
didn’t have a team this
year. Several people I
talked to weren’t even
from the United States,
but loved the event and
want to return next year
to be a part again.

RiverFest Games gave
people a chance to com-
pete for cash prizes and
local bands were able to
show oft their skills to
late night crowds looking
for somewhere to keep
the party going.

Nationally recognized
bands including Pop
Evil, who, hand to God,
I'd never heard of when
Charles whispered it to
me at the reveal party
just seconds before an-
nouncing it to the crowd.
“Who?”

That group is blowing
up music outlets across
the country. People rem-
inisced and danced to
favorites of their prime
including FireHouse,
Saving Abel, and the
thirty-somethings got
Hinder. When Leigh Ka-
katy literally walked out
onto the crowd to finish
Pop Evil’s final song
of the night, we knew
something crazy had just
happened.

Word’s gettin’ out. Riv-
erFest is quickly gaining
notoriety for its national
acts, its seamless security,
fair pricing, and charita-
ble functionality.

“If you build it, they
will come?”

Nice work Mr. and
Mrs. Craft and Co.

I turned 50 on
Wednesday. Rode my
bike around town, got
a free haircut because
I was being grumpy
about another year in
the books, and then had
family and friends over
and realized it ain’t so
bad....but that’s Beside
the Point.

SHOP

the classifieds
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL [319])371.4125
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FMCH Welcomes
DR. YADIRA RAFULS

“The most rewarding aspect of
healthcare is improving the quality
of life of patients. I love the trust my
patients place in me. Compassion is

my biggest driving force.”

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES

At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant
We are expanding...
“GRO” with us

Lab Technician - 3085
«Qualifications: College degree in chemistry or equivalent
analytical lab experience

Production Lead - 3083
«Qualifications: 3 years manufacturing experience, College
degree preferred, can help lead teams of 50+ associates

Filler Technician - 3084

«Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment, helping coordinate production efforts

Packaging Technicians - 3069

«Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment

Yard Tractor Operator - 3080
«Qualifications: forklift experience, current or previous
CDL preferred

Forklift Operator- 3078
«Qualifications: minimum 1 year forklift experience in a
manufacturing environment

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

HEAD COOK

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
has an open position for
Head Cook in Ft. Madison.
This is a full time position
with full benefits. Must have
experience cooking for large
groups. Management ex-
perience and knowledge of
HAACP & SOPs preferred.
Please contact Paula at 319-
601-9990 for an application.

Gota
news tip?

Gall Ghuck
(319)371.1670

Job opening for
the Fort Madison
Eye Clinic

Looking for a Part-time Op-
tician. Experience is helpful,
but not necessary. Will train
the right person.

This positions job hours are
from 32-36 hours per week,
no weekends.

Job Responsibilities include,
but are not limited to:

Opening/Closing the Office,
answering phones, sched-
uling patient’s, working with
patient’s in contact lens and
eyeglass selection.

Customer service is a must!
Drop off resumes at our Of-
fice location of 716 Avenue
G, Fort Madison.

More detailed job description
will be discussed during in-
terviews.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

Advertise in a brand new way.
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the classifieds

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FLASH * PAN

Friday, August 24
8:30t0 11:30

e

1135 Ave. E
Wednesdax- Saturday
5:00pm

(@g@@w

WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS

319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.lrisCityCleaners.com

This little piggy
went to market

— AND NEVER LOST MONEY.! —

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be
risky. | can help you lock in solid gains and protect
yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)

* 4 S5 ®
19_-%,_72—.27?1 J aoddprinting.com

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas. @

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL ~ [ENbER

FARMERS MARKET

Every Monday » 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot « 814 10th Street

» Fresh fruits & vegetables
« Homemade pastries & pies
+ & so much more!

Click this ad for details

(319) 372-5471

Like us on Facebook

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS
1 month » Only $25%

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA ISN'T AN OPTION.

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Priyate Insurance, and Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care 1701 41" Street Fort

Private Pay Accepted Memory Care — Ventilator Support Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook .
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Snorts/Weather

Hounds build on last year’s spread offense

FOOTBALL - Continued from Page 1

backs that will slide in
and get playing time.

“We've got a situation
right now where we have
five people that can carry
the load for us. Calem
Maclearn, Brock Kalif,
Kali Maestro, and Keaton
Poe, Diego is about the
same size as all of them
combined, but they’re
doing a good job and run-
ning hard and we’ve got
some guys that are putting
in the effort”

Lennon Barker will be
back under center for his
senior year. Barker threw
for over 1200 yards and
fired 13 touchdowns last
year after moving in from
a running back slot as a
sophomore in the wing-
style offense.

“We're trying to get him
to be a better leader. He's
got his ups and downs
and its a lot more ups

than downs.”

FMHS will rely on
senior Sheymouhr
Redd-Donald downfield
as Shiftman is set to ramp
up the spread even more
than he did last year,
where Shance Redd-Don-
ald caught nine touch-
downs.

“Shey has been doing
a great job so far being a
leader and he’s going to
be great receiver for us,”
Shiffman said.

Quentin Schneider,
Dominic Frantz, Romeo
Maestro, newcomer Bran-
don Keester and others
will look to help field the
void left by five seniors
who had catches last year
for the Hounds.

On the line Sam Hayes,
Alex Lauber and Alec
Craft will anchor the
play inside. The Hounds
lost first team all district

tackle Elijah Barnes and
second-team Dalton
Mabeus to graduation.

“Sam Hayes is back on
the offensive line and he’s
coming back as a start-
er for us. Unfortunately
both our offensive and
defensive lines are very
similar. We've got some-
playmakers and we’ve got
good guys in good spots,
we just don’t have a lot
of depth there,” Shiffman
said.

He said offensively the
Hounds will push the
spread and take advantage
of some speed again this
year.

“We're going to go a
little more true spread this
year than with a fullback
and try to use every inch
of the field as much as we
can and take advantage of
that,” he said.

On defensive, Shay-
mouhr was a second-team
all district as a defensive

Assistant coach Justin Menke challenges Redd-Donald in a fly drill for

some fun at the end of Wednesday’s practice.

back and Nick Carter is
back in the corner. The
Hounds lost Tyler O’Tool
at linebacker, but Shiff-
man said he’s happy with
the depth there.

“Our defensive line is
about the same as our
offensive line so we've
got a few guys that can fit
in here and there. Shey-
mouhr was 2nd team
all-district and he’s back.
Nicky started for us most
of the year at corner and
he’s back. We've got good
numbers and depth there,
again, and we've finally
got some linebackers. We
were very thin at inside
linebacker last year. We've
got some young guys that
can step in and play when
needed this year”

AJ Nolting will be
handling the place kicking
again for the Hounds.
Nolting was 18 of 22 in
PATs last year with one
field goal on one attempt
for 21 yards.

Shiffman said although
the team has some
athletes, and teaching sys-
tems and assignments has
been easier this second
year, only the players can
determine how successful
the season will be.

“We’re only as good
as these kids wanna be;”
Shiftman said. “T can
be the best coach in the
world, Derek (Doherty)
can be the best coach in
the world, Luke (Rick-
elman) can be the best
coach in the world but
if the kids don’t want
to be great, we won't be
great. That’s the big thing

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Sam Hayes (53) works out of a blocking gate
Wednesday morning. Hayes will help anchor
an offensive line that lost three seniors last

year.

were trying to convey to
them is that it’s on them.
They’ve got to be the ones
that want to do it”

Some new faces that
will have an impact this
year include junior Mike
Mosena, senior Brandon
Keester and junior Jayden
Fedler. Junior Jace Bur-
gher played as a freshman
and is back after skipping
his sophomore year.
Brock Kalif, Kali Maestro
and Keaton Poe will also
contribute.

Shiffman said Fedler is a
special kid who will work
his way into the lineup.

“Fedler just has to
get polished. He had a
frustrating morning. He
doesn’t understand it’s
only day three for him. He
does some things with his
hands that you just can’t

teach. He does some good
stuff. You watch him - he
doesn't realize how good
he can be”

Shiffman was making
no predictions this year.
Last year he said he was
projecting a winning
season in his first year and
the Hounds just missed
at 4-5.

“We're looking to go
1-0 against Central Lee
in Week 1,” he said. “I
kind of put my foot in
my mouth about that last
year, so we're looking to
go 1-0 week 1. That’s all
were doing right now.”

The Hounds start the
regular season on Aug. 24
in Donnellson. Last year’s
affair was high scoring
with the Hounds winning
a 56-35 shootout at Rich-
mond Stadium.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 09 Aug

Moderate Rain
High — 85.8° F | Low - 67.9° F

FRI 10 Aug

Moderate Rain
High— 82.1° F | Low — 66.3° F

SAT 11 Aug

Clear Skies

High—79.5° F | Low — 66.3° F

SUN 12 Aug

Clear Skies

High — 78.1° F | Low — 65° F

MON 13 Aug

Clear Skies

High—80.7° F | Low — 67.6° F

OpenWeatherMap


http://www.yourheatandairguy.com

	Front Page
	Celebrations
	Scene Around Town
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Lee County Health Department
	Pen City Current Masthead
	Pen City Current
	Scene Around Town
	Area News
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Hillcrest Hostas & More
	From the Front
	Opinion
	Beside the Point
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
	Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	From the Front
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Your Heat & Air guy

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 


