
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A cavalcade of cos-
tumed runners showed up a on chilly Saturday 
morning to help raise funds for the continued 
progress of the city’s P.O.R.T. trails.

The annual Spooktacular Boo-Athlon run, 
typically on a fall Saturday at the Baxter Sports 
Complex helps raise funds for the Promote 
Our Recreational Trails organizations efforts.

A lot of the grants committed on a local, 
regional, state and even federal level require 
matching funds and the efforts from events 
like Saturday’s Boo-Athlon help keep reve-
nues flowing for one of the largest coordinator 
fundraisers in the city’s history.

Angie Budnik, a committee member with 
PORT said it’s been a very good year for the 
organization.

“Our big project this year is to do the con-
nection between the (Baxter) Sports Complex 
and the hospital and that will be done hopeful-
ly by the summer of 2020,” she said.

“That will be the third of the first three 
phases we wanted to do.”

The group also got a big boost in August 
when the Great River Health System-Fort 
Madison Community Hospital Community 
Foundation earmarked funds to help build a 
recreational trail up 15th Street in Fort Madi-

Pen City Current
SPORTS:
Central Lee ends season on winning 
note; Hounds fall short of winning sea-
son.

See page 9

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019  | 17 pages | Volume 3 • Issue 226

Don’t forget Social Media!
Check us out on the following sites
@pencitycurrent:

Scan the code to
Subscribe today

Paid & Free Options Available!

News Index
For the Record............P.3
From the front ........Ps.6-8
Local News ............Ps.6,8
Obituaries ...................P.2
–Karen Elizabeth Bangert
–Donald L. Niggemeyer
–Larry “Shane” Tuttle
Opinion ..................Ps.3,7
Sports .........................P.9
Weather ......................P.8

Advertiser Index
Business Directory.............................................. Ps.4-5
Classifieds .......................................................... Ps.4-6
Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry ....................P.2
Fort Colony Family Restaurant .................................P.7
Fort Madison Columbus Club ...................................P.3
Fort Madison Community Hospital ...........................P.7
Fort Madison Neighborhood Watch Groups .............P.9
Great River Regional Waste Authority ......................P.8

Huffman’s Farm and Home ............................ Ps.10-17
JDRF.org...................................................................P.7
LCK Roofing .............................................................P.9
Lee County Health Department ................................P.2
Merschman Seeds....................................................P.6
Pen City Current .............................................. Ps.2,5-6
Public Notices ..................................................... Ps.5-6
RonDavoo.................................................................P.7

P.O.R.T. run caps year of progress

Summit panel talks 
rural broadband

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

QUINCY – A panel of the top rural Internet exec-
utives convened Friday in Quincy to talk about the 
future of rural service in the tri-state area.

The panel convened as part of the 2019 Tri-State De-
velopment Summit held at the Oakley Lindsay Center 
where other issues such as workforce development 
education, and a Mississippi River Federal Port desig-
nation.

The Summit represents 36 counties in Missouri, Illi-
nois, and Iowa combined representing 100s of leaders 
impacting 700,000 people.

Kristi Ray, executive vice president of the Mt. Pleas-
ant Chamber Alliance, moderated a broadband panel 
discussion that featured Danville Mutual Telephone 
Company CEO Tim Fencl, Ralls Technology of New 
London, Mo.; COO Bob Winsel; and 
Adams Fiber’s CEO Jim Broemmer of 
Adam’s County.

The panel said there are continuing 
mapping concerns with federal Census 
Block mapping. Broemmer said that 
mapping can indicate a census block is 
considered served even if one home in 
the block has service over the 25/3 threshold which 25 
megabits per second download and 3 megabits upload, 
even if all the others homes in the block don’t have that 
service.

“There’s certainly a problem with the mapping. The 
Census block mechanism, and restrictions that are in 
place, makes it very hard to allocate funding for when 
you have one house out of 50 homes in the census 
block being served, and you want to serve those other 
49 but you can’t get funding today,” Winsel said.

Fencl said even those FCC maps show a block as cov-
ered, he said that just isn’t the case. He said there isn’t 
a quick fix for the issues facing the rural tri-state area, 
but the conversations taking place are what will eventu-

FRAISE

Federal port designation also 
one of summit’s topics

See SUMMIT, page 7

Mark Panther gets a hug in his Minion outfit from a young-
ster getting ready for the kids’ race at the P.O.R.T.’s an-
nual Spooktacular Boo-Athlon.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See P.O.R.T, page 6

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Fall is spectacular now in Minnesnowda
There are two seasons 

in Minnesota: winter and 
road construction. Ginnie 
and I were on our way to 
Minneapolis to visit fami-
ly. I-35 North was reduced 
to single-lane traffic, 
choked to near standstill, 
for mile upon torturous 
mile, not a construction 
worker in sight. What 
gives? I had to constantly 
remind Ginnie to look 
on the positive side, “If 
it’s moving, it ain’t bad.” 
The City of Minneapolis 

was much the same: mind 
boggling road construc-
tion, like the city was 
trying to get all the work 
done before the infamous 
“Minnesnowda” winter.

But we finally made it, 
to the welcoming, loving 
arms of family. Now to see 
the city in the colorful fall. 

Minneapolis streets, in es-
tablished neighborhoods, 
are filled with some of the 
most gorgeous hardwood 
trees you’ll see anywhere, 
forming protective cano-
pies over almost hidden 
streets. I picked up a ma-
ple leaf—solid red on one 
side, tan on the other—

and gave it to Ginnie.
For a taste of Minne-

apolis, we went for Thai. 
Having a bit of an allergy, 
I tried my first ever curry. 
That cleared the sinuses 
right out!

Minneapolis has so 
much to offer if you’re 
interested in art. A tour of 
the Minneapolis Sculp-
ture Garden, the largest 
urban sculpture park in 
the world, was first on our 
list. The “Spoonbridge 
and Cherry” sculpture, 

See SWARM, page 8
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Karen Elizabeth Bangert, 80, of Burlington, IA died Thursday, October 24, 2019 at 
Great River Hospice House in West Burlington, IA.

She was born on October 6, 1939, in Keokuk, IA the daughter of Leonard and 
Elizabeth Klepfer Reeder. Karen graduated from Keokuk High School with the Class 

of 1958.
On September 18, 1960 she was united in marriage to Richard Ban-

gert in Keokuk, IA and they celebrated fifty-eight years of life together. 
He preceded her in death on March 24, 2019.

Along with her husband Richard, they owned and operated Bangert 
Computer Systems, in Burlington.

She was very active in the community and enjoyed socializing with 
others. She had been a member of the P.E.O., quilting club, bridge 

club, Questers and the garden club. She loved to garden and received her Master 
Gardener’s certification. She and her husband had several large “pick-your-own” 
strawberry patches in Burlington and the surrounding area for fifteen years. Karen 
was a skilled seamstress and made beautiful quilts that her family will treasure. One 
of her favorite pastimes was playing bridge. She enjoyed collecting dolls and glass-
ware among other things. She loved to travel and over the years many memorable 
trips were taken, including train rides to the west and spring breaks with the family. 
Karen was very close to her family and cherished the time she spent with them.

She is survived by three children, Kurt (Theresa) Bangert of Kansas City, MO, 
Kathleen (Brett) Hodson of St. Louis, MO and Kevin Bangert of Burlington, IA, five 
grandchildren, Justine, Reid, and Virginia Bangert and Izabel and Hugh Hodson, 
one brother, Paul (Sarah) Reeder of Cincinnati, OH and several nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., Tuesday at the First United Methodist 
Church, 421 Washington St. in Burlington with Reverend Melisa Bracht-Wagner 
officiating. Burial will be in the Aspen Grove Cemetery in Burlington.

Visitation for family and friends will be held prior to the service from 10-11 a.m., 
Tuesday at the church.

Memorials may be made to the ALS Association and may be mailed to the Vigen 
Memorial Home, 1328 Concert St., Keokuk, IA 52632.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.
Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrangements.
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Lee County Health Department Hospice was established in 1989, 
and was the First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast 

Iowa.  We pride ourselves on providing quality and comforting care 
to residents in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren Counties in 

Iowa, and Hancock and Henderson Counties in Illinois.

30 Years of Hospice Open House
Thursday, November 14, 2019

3:00pm-6:00pm 
Special Presentation at 4:30

Lee County Health Department
#3 John Bennett Drive

Fort Madison, Iowa
Staff, past and present, will be on hand to 
share on how hospice got started, and the  

services we provide.

Join us as we Celebrate
30 Years of  Hospice

Touching the  
Community with Care www.drmarkdds.com

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

OBITUARIES

DONALD L. NIGGEMEYER
Donald L. Niggemeyer, 83, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away on Friday, October 

25, 2019 at 7:20 PM at the Ft. Madison Community Hospital.
He was born on May 8, 1936 in Ft. Madison to Henry and Elsie Krumpleman Nig-

gemeyer. On January 31, 1959 he married Elaine Fowler in Ft. Madison.  He worked 
at Consolidated Packaging as a Supervisor and retired after forty one 
years of service.  Don was a member of Holy Family Parish and the 
Knights of Columbus.  He enjoyed working on antique clocks and re-
finishing furniture.  He was known as the “neighborhood handyman” 
and helped anyone out with whatever was needed.

Survivors include his wife, Elaine Niggemeyer of Ft. Madison; a son, 
Mark Niggemeyer of Dallas, TX; a daughter Dana (Chuck)Chrisman 
of Burlington; one grandson, Camden Chrisman of Olathe, KS; a 

sister, Barb (Fred) Otte of Ft. Madison; a brother, James (Mary Jane) Niggemeyer of 
Ft. Madison; several nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents; 
a sister, Charlene; three brothers, Melvin, Wilbert and Robert; two half brothers, 
Ralph and Clarence and a half sister, Julia.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory.  A graveside service will be held at Sacred Heart Cemetery on Tuesday, 
October 29, 2019 at 10 AM with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  

A memorial has been established for PAW Animal Shelter and online condolences 
may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

NIGGEMEYER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

OBITUARIES

LARRY “SHANE” TUTTLE
Larry “Shane” Tuttle, of Farmington, IA, passed away Friday, October 25, 2019 at 7:40 PM at 

the Great River Medical Center.
He was born on July 31, 1968 in Ft. Madison to Larry C. and Karen Brown Tuttle.  Shane 

worked at Bluebird in Mt. Pleasant.  He enjoyed fishing, painting and being 
with his animals.  His great love was spending time with his family and friends.

Survivors include his son, Billy Barrows of Farmington; a step son, Joey 
(Britteny) Barrows of Bonaparte; a sister, Kelly (Harlan) Martin of Donnellson; 
a brother, Byron “BJ” (Jill) Tuttle of Mt. Pleasant; several aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews and cousins.  He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters in 
infancy and his grandparents.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory.  A celebration of life will be held at a later date.  Online condolences may be left at 
www.kinglynk.com.

TUTTLE

KAREN ELIZABETH BANGERT

BANGERT

First. Fresh. Local.
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For the Record/Letter to the Editor

10/27 MID-DAY
5 5 2

10/27 EVENING
8 4 5

10/27 MID-DAY
7 0 1 7

10/27 EVENING
3 3 8 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

22    Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019

IMI SPRING MOWER SERVICE SPECIAL

IMI EQUIPMENT 

Be ready for the upcoming season by getting 
your lawn equipment ready and already 
being prepared to make short work of your 
lawn needs.

FREE WASH AND WAX
Special Price of $19599 includes 
all parts and labor

Call 866-464-3778

Junction of 136 & Hwy 81
Kahoka, MO

Service Special includes engine 

217-847-3316

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 

SERVICEWANTED TO BUY: Old bi-
cycle for outdoor display. Call
evenings 217-852-6658.

COLOR COPIES! We can
design it for you-business
cards, flyers, postcards, bro-
chures, menus, wedding in-
vites and much more, just ask!
Call us at 319-524-8300 for
pricing and information.

BUSINESS CARDS-We can
print you 500 full color busi-
ness cards for only $75.00.
This price includes color, lay-
out, design and print. We will
include 2 WEEKS FREE of
Business Card size ads in the
Shopper too! Call the Shopper
Design Services at 319-524-
8300 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2007 Exmark
Zero-turn mower, 60in. deck,
26HP Kawasaki engine. 241.5
hrs .  Exce l lent  condi t ion,
$4500. 601-506-6118 FM.

FOR SALE: LT1000 Crafts-
man lawnmower, 42in. deck,
good tires, mower deck & rear
bagger, $200. MTD lawn-
mower, 42in. deck, $50. 319-
750-2328

FOR SALE: Old antique push
lawnmower, over 200 yrs old.
$75. 319-372-5928

FOR SALE: Old wooden 2-
wheel trailer, 40"x66"x18"
deep, $60. 319-470-3202

FOR SALE: Organizer for
lawn tools, $10. 319-463-7519

FOR SALE: Rubbermaid white
steel shelving, $100. 16 vinyl
shutters, $25. 319-470-8383

FOR SALE: Stainless steel
double sink in very good con-
dition, $25. 319-837-6528

FOR SALE: Starcraft fold
down truck camper. Inc fur-
nace, air, ice box, stove, and
sink. Exc condition. 319-394-
3307 FOR SALE: Transport chair,

near new, $40. Makita 10in.
power miter box w/ blade, $75.
110V meat grinder #33 plate,
$100. 319-385-9606

FOR SALE: Turkey fryer in
box, $35. Electric juicer, $12.
Westinghouse, 22in. cooker,
$35. Coke Kurt Busch bobble-
head in package, $15. Col-
chester. 309-210-3464

FOR SALE: upright heater,
n e v e r  b e e n  u s e d .  $ 2 5 .
( 3 1 9 ) 3 7 2 - 5 9 2 8 .

FOR SALE: Wicker stand. 68”
high. 25” wide. 10” deep, $10.
319-463-7519

FOR SALE :  Keyboard for
computer. Good Condition,
$10. Mouse for computer, $5.
Access point for wireless net-
work. 3 of them, $10ea. FM
Super 8. 319-372-8500

FOR SALE: 2 new counter
tops, white, black and gray, 10'
and 8'. $100 for both. 660-342-
2946.

TO GIVE AWAY: Barn cats
and a few kittens. 319-470-
7806.

COLUMBUS
CLUB

807 AVENUE H • FT. MADISON

319-372-2581

Open to the Public for Wednesday & Friday Dinners

Wednesday “All You Can Eat”

Adults includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................................

Kids (ages 5-12) includes 2 sides & a roll ...............................................

Kids under 5 eat ..............................................  
Carryout 4 pcs. chicken
2 sides & a roll .................................................

Kids (ages 5-12)
2 pcs. chicken, 1 side & a roll .......................

Chicken also available by the piece
                      (carryout only)

9 oz. Boneless Catfish Fillet
8 oz. Steak
Pork Chop
Marinated Chicken Breast
Chicken Strips
Jumbo Shrimp
Tenderloins
Burgers

       APPETIZERS
Columbus Club Combo
(Cauliflower, Mushrooms &
Onion Rings)
Brew House Combo
(Cream Cheese Jalapeno Poppers,
Chicken Strips, Mushrooms,
Shrimp, Mozzarella Sticks &
Onion Rings)

Reuben Bites
Macaroni & Cheese Bites

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/24/19 – 8:27 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue B.
10/24/19 – 10:31 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
7000 block of Avenue E.
10/24/19 – 10:33 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a personal injury 
accident in the 4800 
block of Avenue O.
10/24/19 – 3:03 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
3000 block of Avenue E.
10/24/19 – 6:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Michael Travis West, 40, of 
Fort Madison in the 2700 
block of Avenue N on a 
charge of OWI 1st-offense. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/24/18 – 6:45 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 1200 

block of 26th Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/24/19 – 5:40 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Steven Douglas 
Stonehouse, Sr., 54, of 
Burlington, at the sher-
iff’s office on warrants 
for contempt of court 
and probation violation. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/24/19 – 9:21 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
cited Antoine Anthony 
Pierce, 34, of Marshall, 
Texas, in the 1300 block 
of Hwy. 27, on a charge 
of possession of a con-
trolled substance. He was 
released upon citation.
10/24/19 – 10:21 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Mat-
thew Scott Stephenson, 
44, of Fort Madison, at 
the intersection of Hwys. 
2 and 61 on a charge 
of driving while barred. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.

Hancock County 

Sheriff’s report
10/14/19 – Carroll V 
Brewer, age 45, of Fort 
Madison, was arrested on 
a Hancock County Warrant 
charging him with Failure 
to Appear/ Failure to Pay 
on original charges of No 
Valid Driver’s License. 
Brewer was also arrested 
on Lee County IA warrants 
charging him with Violation 
of Probation and Controlled 
Substance Violation. Brew-
er was released to Lee 
County Iowa Authorities.
10/14/19 – Amy D Wagy, 
age 41, of Hamilton, IL 
was arrested on a Brown 
County Warrant charging 
her with Theft. Wagy was 
released after posting the 
required bond and given 
a future court date.
10/15/19 – Robert R L Dun-
can, age 29, of Keokuk, 
was arrested and charged 
with Driving While License 
Suspended. Duncan was 
released after posting the 
required bond and given 
a future court date.
10/15/19 – Jeremy C Mar-
tin, age 35, of Plymouth, IL 
was arrested on a Mc-

Donough County Warrant 
charging him with Failure to 
Appear on original charges 
of Delivery of Metham-
phetamine. Martin was 
released to McDonough 
County Authorities.
10/16/19 – Danielle R 
Clark, age 28, of Car-
thage, IL was arrested and 
charged with Possession of 
Methamphetamine. Clark 
was also arrested on a 
Hancock County Warrant 
charging her with Theft of 
Lost or Mislaid Property. 
Clark was released on her 
own recognizance and 
given a future court date.
10/16/19 – Drew P Billings, 
age 24, of Burnside, IL 
was arrested on an Iowa 
Department of Corrections 
Warrant charging him 
with Escape/Voluntary 
Absence from a Residen-
tial Correctional Facility. 
Billings remains lodged 
in the Hancock County 
Jail in lieu of bail await-
ing extradition to Iowa.
10/16/19 – Andrew M 
Schiedel, age 31, of Fort 
Madison, IA was arrested 
on a Hancock County 

Warrant charging him 
with Petition to Revoke or 
Modify Sentence on orig-
inal charges of Violation 
of Unlawful Possession 
of Methamphetamine. 
Schiedel remains lodged 
in the Hancock County Jail 
in lieu of bail awaiting his 
next court appearance.
10/16/19 – Susan K Smith, 
age 35, of Carthage, IL 
was arrested and charged 
with Possession of Meth-
amphetamine. Smith 
was released on her own 
recognizance and given 
a future court date.
10/17/19 – Christopher 
M Golliher, age 32, of 
Keokuk, IA was arrested 
and charged with Viola-
tion of Bail Bond. Golliher 
remains lodged in the 
Hancock County Jail in 
lieu of bail awaiting his 
next court appearance.
10/17/19 – Chrystal L 
Loveless, age 36, of 
Hamilton, IL was arrested 
and charged with No Valid 
Driver’s License. Loveless 
was released after posting 
the required bond and 
given a future court date.

10/18/19 – Trevor A Har-
mon, age 34, of Lomax, IL 
was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
him with Failure to Ap-
pear/ Failure to Pay on 
original charges of Theft, 
Driving While License 
Suspended, and Unlawful 
Possession of Metham-
phetamine. Harmon was 
released after posting the 
required bond and given 
a future court date.
10/19/19 – Zacariah D Tay-
lor, age 22, of Carthage, IL 
was arrested on a Hancock 
County Warrant charging 
him with Possession of 
Controlled Substance. Tay-
lor was released after post-
ing the required bond and 
given a future court date.
10/20/19 – Triston K Davis, 
age 34, of Burlington, IA 
was arrested and charged 
with Driving While License 
Suspended. Davis was 
released after posting the 
required bond and given 
a future court date.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The election is right around 
the corner, are you ready to 
vote?  Our local election, not 
unlike those on the national 
level, is extremely import-
ant.  Our community needs 
to move forward, free from 
radicalism, misinformation 
and aggression.

I believe that we need 
teamwork to achieve a strong 

retail base, maintain our safe 
communities and strengthen 
families. This “team” encom-
passes many stakeholders, not 
just the City Council, Mayor 
and school board, but every 
person in our community.  It 
means you!

So, let’s start our progress 
by ensuring every regis-
tered voter hits the polls on 

Tuesday, November 5th. Your 
vote does matter!  It matters 
because without it, the angry 
vote wins, without it, the neg-
ative vote wins, without it we 
sacrifice progress to the face 
of unattainable promises.

Please vote!

Rebecca Bowker
Fort Madison, IA

Every vote matters on Election Night

http://www.kofc739.org/default.htm
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Classifieds

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-6959

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

PEN CITY CURRENT BUSINESS DIRECTORY

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison

Community School Dis-
trict

1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Regular Meeting
October 21, 2019

I. The meeting was called 
to order by President Won-
dra at 6:00 p.m. Directors 
Hope, Ross, Hotop and 
DiPrima were present. Also 
present was Superintendent 
Slater.

II. Recognition of guests. 
President Wondra welcomed 
members of the audience in 
attendance and explained the 
procedures for the meeting.

III. Reading of Foundation 
documents. The Board read 
and reviewed the Founda-
tion documents consisting 
of the Vision, Mission and 
Belief statements and the 
Goals for the Fort Madison 
Community School District.

IV. Monthly communica-
tions

A. Student Rep report. 
The Board received an up-
date of ongoing activities at 
the High School.

B. Curriculum Corner. 
The Board received an 
update from Todd Dirth and 
Melissa Helt on the Middle 
School PACK.

C. “Did You Know?” The 
“Did You Know?” document 
was accepted as presented.

D. Superintendent Goal 
Report. Dr. Slater gave 
an update on the district’s 
progress towards the Board 
of Directors’ goals.

E. District Presentations. 
FMCSD Website Tour. 
Sebastian Seifert gave the 
Board a tour of the updated 
website.

Enter: Steffensmeier at 
6:37 p.m.

V. Approve the agenda. 
It was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by Hope to 
approve the agenda as pre-
sented. The motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote.

VI. Consent agenda. It 
was moved by DiPrima and 
seconded by Steffensmei-
er to approve the consent 
agenda as presented. The 
consent agenda consisted of 
minutes from the September 
16, 2019 regular meeting; 
October 7, 2019 Work 
Session; financial reports 
including the September 
Balance Sheet, September 
Revenue Summary, Expen-
diture Report and Student 
Activity Report, accounts 
payable for the September 
General Account Board 
bills for Approval, October 
General Account Board 
bills for approval, Student 
Activity Board bills for 
approval and Nutrition 
Account Board bills for 
approval; resignations from 
Kayla Danek-Talbot as asso-
ciate at Richardson, Penny 
Wilson as secretary at the 
middle school and Joseph 
Danek-Talbot as bus driver; 
employment of Deana New-

by as custodian at Richard-
son, Clara Watts as custo-
dian at Richardson, Amy 
Gruntmeir as technology 
support at the high school, 
Kay Diton as foodservice at 
the high school and Jacob 
Heidbreder as building 
maintenance mechanic. 
The motion passed on a 6-0 
voice vote.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services.
B. Superintendent.
1. Consider approval of 

policy changes.
a. 201 – Board of Direc-

tors’ Elections. It was moved 
by Hope and seconded by 
Steffensmeier to approve 
policy 201 as presented. 
The motion passed on a 6-0 
voice vote.

b. 202.3 – Term of Office. 
It was moved by Hotop and 
seconded by Steffensmeier 
to approve policy 202.3 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 6-0 voice vote.

c. 202.4 – Vacancies. 
It was moved by Hope 
and seconded by Ross to 
approve policy 202.4 as pre-
sented. The motion passed 
on a 6-0 voice vote.

d. 203 – Board of Direc-
tors Conflict of Interest. It 
was moved by Ross and 
seconded by Steffensmei-
er to approve policy #203 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 6-0 voice vote.

e. 210.2 – Board Meeting 
Procedure. It was moved 
by Ross and seconded by 
Steffensmeier to approve 
policy #210.2 as presented. 
The motion passed on a 6-0 
voice vote.

f. 501.5 – Attendance Ar-
eas. It was moved by Hope 
and seconded by Hotop 
to approve policy #501.5 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 6-0 voice vote.

2. Consider approval of 
lane changes. The Board 
reviewed the lane changes. 
It was moved by Hope and 
seconded by DiPrima to 
approve the lane changes 
as submitted. The motion 
passed on a 6-0 voice vote.

3. Consider approval of 
fundraisers within the ath-
letic department. The Board 
reviewed the list of current/
past/future fundraisers with-
in the Athletic Department. 
Discussion followed. It was 
moved by Ross and sec-
onded by Steffensmeier to 
approve the list of fundrais-
ers as presented. The motion 
passed on a 6-0 voice vote.

4. Consider approval of 
the travel request from Greg 
Smith for the high school 
Guiding Coalition team to 
attend RTI training in Madi-
son, WI from December 2-5, 
2019. The Board reviewed 
the trip request. It was 
moved by Ross and second-
ed by Hotop to approve the 
request for travel from Greg 
Smith and the high school 
Guiding Coalition team to 
attend RTI training in Madi-
son, WI from December 2-5, 

http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/


BY PCC STAFF
FORT MADISON – 

Lucy Graham, of Holy 
Trinity Catholic High 
School, has attained the 
highest individual honor 
available to Iowa high 
school musicians by being 
selected as a member of 
the 2019 All-State Band. 
Lucy Graham is the 
daughter of Brian and 
Brenda Graham of Fort 
Madison and is an instru-
mental student of Mrs. 
Emily Otte.

The 2019 Festival will 

celebrate the 73rd anni-
versary of this prestigious 
event. District auditions 
for the 279 piece All-State 
Band, 227 piece All-State 
Orchestra, and 601 mem-
ber All-State Chorus were 
held Saturday, October 
26, 2019 at Le Mars, 
Hampton, Independence, 
Atlantic, Indianola, and 
Washington.

Please check the IPTV 
website (www.iptv.org) for 
the exact dates and times. 
This program is under the 
auspices of the Iowa High 

School Music Association 
and the Iowa Music Edu-
cators Association.
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2019. The motion passed on 
a 6-0 voice vote.

5. Consider approval of 
the travel request from Bon-
nie Peterson-Slee to attend 
the National Association of 
Agricultural Educators in 
Anaheim, CA from Decem-
ber 3-6, 2019. The Board 
reviewed the trip request. It 
was moved by DiPrima and 
seconded by Hotop to ap-
prove the request for travel 
from Bonnie Peterson-Slee 
to attend the National 
Association of Agricultural 
Educators in Anaheim, CA 
from December 3-6, 2019. 
The motion passed on a 6-0 
voice vote.

C. Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Manager.

1. Consider approval of 
Transportation Report for 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 
2018. The Board reviewed 
the Transportation Report. It 
was moved by Steffensmeier 
and seconded by DiPrima 
to approve the Transporta-
tion Report as presented. 
The motion passed on a 6-0 
voice vote.

2. Food Service Update. 
Tiffany Fullhart, Director 
of Food Service, presented 
information regarding the 
Food Service Program. 
Discussion followed. It was 
moved by Hope and second-
ed by DiPrima to approve 
the update as presented.

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services
1. Fall Data Report. Su-

perintendent Slater reviewed 
fall data with the Board. 
Discussion followed.

2. Statewide Assessment 
Comparison. Superintendent 
Slater reviewed the state-
wide assessment comparison 
with the Board. Discussion 
followed.

3. Official Enrollment. 
Superintendent Slater shared 
enrollment information 
with the Board. Discussion 
followed.

B. Superintendent.
1. Policies for 1st read-

ing. The Board reviewed 
Policies 204-206.4. These 
policies will be brought back 
at a later meeting for final 
approval.

2. Board plan for Amer-
ican Education Week 
(November 18-22, 2019) 
Breakfast will be provided 
by the Board of Directors 
on Tuesday, November 19, 
starting at 7:00 a.m. in each 
school building.

3. Scheduled Building 
Instructional Tour. Building 

instructional tour of Carou-
sel and YMCA Pre-schools 
is scheduled for November 
19th.

4. School Improvement 
Needs Assessment. This will 
be scheduled with IASB.

5. Certified Employee 
Attendance. The certified 
employee attendance report 
was accepted as presented.

6. Board Member Atten-
dance. The Board reviewed 
and discussed the Board 
member attendance report.

C. Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Manager.

IX. Comments from the 
audience. There were none.

X. Legislative update. The 
Board received a legislative 
update.

XI. Announcements.
November 4, 2019 - 6:00 

PM - Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

November 5, 2019 - 
Board Elections

November 18, 2019 - 6:00 
PM - Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Central Office

November 20-21, 2019 - 
IASB Annual Convention

XII. Adjourn. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:11 p.m.

Tim Wondra, BoardPres-
ident

October 21, 2019
Sandra Elmore, Board 

Secretary
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Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

Better Choices

800-848-7333 • Text to: 319-371-7372
www.merschmanseeds.com

merseeds@merschmanseeds.com
PO Box 67 • 103 Avenue D

West Point, IA

GT27 is a trademark of M.S. Technologies and BASF SE
Enlist E3 Logo are trademarks of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or E. I. du Pont de Nemours and 
Company (“DuPont”) or affiliated companies of Dow or DuPont. Enlist E3 soybeans were jointly developed by 
Dow AgroSciences and MS Technologies.

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

Less Drift

Less Weeds

Less Stress

Less Expense

son to Rodeo Park.
The Foundation presented their proposal for the north/south path in July. The exact 

path of the trail that goes up 15th Street will be determined by engineers, but $1.5 
million was earmarked for the project and the foundation hoped to have work done by 
September of 2020.

The other announcement for the trail organization was a Phase 4, which will add 
needed trail pathways on 48th Street from the sports complex north to Bluff Road.

“Our goal is so that people won’t have to switch sides of the road if they don’t want to 
until they get to the corner by the middle school. So we’re basically trying to connect it 
all and finish it all off,” she said.

“That’s always been our goal – to connect the whole town with trails and so this just 
gets us one step and closer. We’re proposing to get Rodeo connected to Bluff and then 
hopefully P.O.R.T. can take over whatever to make a large circle, but we haven’t made 
that official decision yet.”

The 3rd Phase connecting the second phase at the Sports Complex west to the hospi-
tal is an expensive project due to some wetlands mitigation and having to raise the trail.

It wasn’t all good news for the P.O.R.T. trail this year when City Public Works Direc-
tor Larry Driscoll, announced his resignation with plans to move to the Cedar Rapids 
area. Driscoll was instrumental in coordinating the P.O.R.T. committee’s work with the 
city.

“Larry has been instrumental and has been our champion and biggest advocate with 
the city. He’s made things happen and we really appreciated that effort,” Budnik said.

Budnik said the P.O.R.T. group has been very fortunate with grants this year and in 
the past with federal trails grants and Wellmark grants. A 2018 federal Dept. of Trans-
portation grant, coupled with a Wellmark grant, a Transportation Alternative Program 
grant and funds from the Southeast Iowa Regional Riverboat Commission have pushed 
the group over the $500,000 needed for the Phase 3 project.

As for the annual fall run, Budnik said turnout was good despite other holiday activi-
ties. The event included a run for kids, the 5K run and a 10K bicycle ride.

“The turnout today was pretty good. You never know because runs are hit and miss 
these days. It used to be that runs that were only thing people had to do,” Budnik said.

“And when we started this six years ago there wasn’t a whole lot going on around 
Halloween and now it’s a pretty popular time of the year.”

She said they had about 125 people register for the run and a lot signed up on Satur-
day morning

P.O.R.T - Continued from Page 1

Third phase should be 
complete by summer 2020

HTC’s Graham named to 2019 All-State Band

GRAHAM
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GET THE BEST BANG FOR YOUR CLUCK
WITH OUR NEW DEALS!

Ron Litchfield - Owner/ Pizzapreneur 605 South 10th St. Burlington, Iowa 52601
Phone (319) 752-5767 / Cell (319) 572-2495 / Email: RonLitch4176@msn.com / https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/

BOGO 1/2 OFF

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Buy 1 Adult Buffet 
Get a 2nd for 50% OFF

319-752-5767

FAMILY CHICKEN 
MEAL only $2200

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or 
offers. Must present coupon to redeem. See store 

for details. Limited time offer. 

Get an 8-Pc. Meal w/2 
Sides, & 4 Rolls

319-752-5767
Monday-Saturday 11am-8pm

Sunday 11am-2pm

Voted #1
Chicken & Buffet
in southeast Iowa

Fort Colony Restaurant
Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O

Fort Madison, IA 52627

1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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HAVE
COULD
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MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org
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jdrf.org
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jdrf.org
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jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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ally lead to the solution.
“The big thing is to 

have communities and 
counties reach out to us,” 
Fencl said. “the more we 
talk about an issue, the 
more education we can 
share about that issue, the 
more people are going to 
understand.”

Fencl said fixes can’t be 
a band-aid solution. He 
said four years ago the 
speeds required were 4/1 
and now requirements are 
25/3.

“If we go out and try 
to build a 25/3 network 
for years from now that 
criteria is not going to be 
25/3 anymore because 
everything that needs an 
off/off switch is going to 
need a connection to the 
Internet. You’re not going 
to need 25/3, you’re going 
to need a 100/100.”

Broemmer said in 
August the Federal Com-
munication Commission 
authorized a $20.4 billion 
Rural Digital Opportunity 
Fund which will disperse 
those Universal Service 

Funds (USFs) as subsi-
dies for rural broadband 
efforts over the next 10 
years. Funds can go to ca-
ble broadband providers 
as well as telecoms.

Broemmer said even 
that amount won’t fix the 
issue, but the question is 
how much of that can be 
brought to the tri-state 
area.

“To go after that money, 
we’ve got to work col-
lectively so we can tell a 
really good story during 
that grant writing pro-
cess,” he said.

Winsel said the key 
aspect going forward is 
collaboration and getting 
officials educated at local, 
state, and federal levels.

“They may understand 
it, but have they experi-
enced it, have they been 
to the guy out there that 
can’t get service and has 
to go to McDonalds or 
whatever WiFi access they 
can find for the kids to do 
homework,” he said.

“The more we talk 
about an issue, the more 

education we can share on 
the issue, the more people 
are going to understand. 
I encourage all of you to 
talk to your legislators, 
federal, state, regional and 
make sure they under-
stand this is a concern to 
you.”

Ray said she was reas-
sured by the panel when 
they talked about the 
funding options that are 
out there, and the fact that 
they talked about trying 
to work to get some of the 
money allocated to the 
tri-state area.

“I was reassured that 
they already know what 
they have to do to get 
it and that it will come 
directly to them and not 
through the state,” she 
said.

“Because that makes 
that money flow that 
much faster. It’s reassuring 
but it takes so long for 
that process to unfold.”

She said there’s no silver 
bullet to the concerns that 
people have right now, but 
she said when the rural 

providers understand the 
problem and are looking 
at ways to solve the prob-
lems, that’s a good start. 
But the next big question 
will be how the Internet 
Service Providers are go-
ing to use the money once 
they get access to it.

“That’s been the million 
dollar question all along 
. There’s been funding 
before. Now, granted 
that funding has got us 
to where we are today. 
It’s just a very, very large 
problem we’re trying 
to solve. It’s not a quick 
fix. People in that room 
today don’t care about 
100 years from now, they 
care about, ‘Can I get it 
tonight’.”

Ray said topics like 
transportation are easier 
to accomplish because 
everyone can get behind 
it, but some of the oth-
er issues like workforce 
development are trickier 
because groups within 
the summit area can be at 
different places.

“That’s the thing about 

a summit, it’s always a 
challenge working region-
ally to find what is that 
common area,” Ray said.

Port proposal
Lee County Economic 

Development Group CEO 
Dennis Fraise said his big 
takeaway was a discussion 
on a Mississippi River 
federal port designation.

“The thing I was really 
interested in was getting 
a port designation for the 
entire area. That whole 
stretch, I think there’s 
some real synergies there 
we can work on and it 
sounds very doable for 
us. It’s one of those things 
these groups are tailored 
made to deal with,” he 
said.

The proposed desiga-
tion would include all 
ports along the Missis-
sippi River on Iowa’s side 
from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
and the corresponding 
ports on the Illinois side 
of the river.

According to 2012 Iowa 
compiled data, Iowa com-
panies ship more than 

4.5 million tons of goods 
on the Mississippi River, 
and bring in about 1.25 
million tons.

“That’s something I 
really took away is why 
don’t we have that be-
cause that’s seems to open 
up federal dollars for all 
kinds of things including 
fixing the locks,” he said.

A federal designation 
which would make the 
area a top 20 port nation-
ally.

Dana Millard, LCEDG’s 
project director said the 
summit creates strong 
collaborations and helps 
determine priorities as 
well as giving insight into 
what other groups are 
doing within the area.

“The river has been 
changing over the past 
several decades and those 
projects bring us together 
as a region,” she said.”

“And being able to work 
together on things like 
workforce initiatives and 
what others are doing to 
recruit all helps our area 
grow.”

SUMMIT - Continued from Page 1

Mississippi River port would be a top 20 U.S. port

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor
Rebecca Bowker is running for City Council, First Ward. I hope you will vote for 

her and here’s why:  I have witnessed her sacrifice when her friends needed her, do-
nate to those in need and stand up for those who couldn’t stand for themselves.  She 
is not easily intimidated and will do the right thing. 

I believe she is the only choice for City Council.
Ian Hauck,

Fort Madison

Bowker right for person for 1st Ward

http://www.fmchosp.com
https://www.facebook.com/RonDavooPizza/
https://www.facebook.com/Fort-Colony-Family-Restaurant-585425405151709/
http://www.jdrf.org


by artist Claes Oldenburg and his wife Coosje, is one 
of a kind. It’s an eye-catching, smile-provoking work of 
art, just one of many wonders in the sculpture garden. 
Ginnie’s Fitbit buzzed 10,000 steps, a reward for beauty 
seen.

Next: MN Nice Cream, for an afternoon snack, then 
pizza for supper at a quaint eatery in a village borough. I 
loved the diversity, with a Muslim mosque and Buddhist 
monastery within blocks of each other, everyone in 
harmony, smiling and saying hi, just like in small town 
Iowa. Little motorized scooters dotted the city streets, 
as well as bicycles. Huge hybrid electric transit buses 
hummed people from point A to point B. Who needs a 
car? The flavor and beat of the city was infectious.

Our hotel was crowded with teen girls—hockey 

players—in town for a tournament. I asked one of the 
parent-chaperon-coaches where they were from. Alaska! 
They had flown in, rented a vehicle to haul the girls 
and equipment, and were ready to play. I told him that 
I didn’t know girls played hockey. He said they were 
pretty scrappy. I asked him if they liked to fight, like the 
men. He pointed to one of the girls who was missing 
front teeth. (Just kidding.)

Saying goodbye to family was sad, but on the way 
home a special treat: a tour of the Spam Museum in 
Austin, Minnesota. Yes! If you haven’t visited the Spam 
Museum, it’s well worth the side trek. Iowa may be the 
pork capital of the world, but Hormel and Spam, (“the 
food that won the war”) is in Austin, Minnesota. Jokes 
aside, the Spam Museum is a class act. How many cans 
of Spam tall are you? Ginnie and I both splurged in 
the gift shop. I now have a Spam pocket knife, ink pen 

that lights up, and pajama bottoms. Ginnie has a Spam 
kitchen towel, spatula, Spam-or-cheese slicer, cookbook, 
and four different kinds of Spam: Teriyaki, Portuguese 
Sausage, Tocino, and Hickory Smoke. There are over 
a dozen different kinds. After the tour we meandered 
across the street to a restaurant for lunch, and had 
(drum roll) pineapple and Spam pizza! Yep. Spam bam 
thank you Ma’am!

On the trip home we took Highway 218 South, all 
the way to little ol’ Mt. Pleasant. The fall scenery was 
spectacular on “The Avenue of the Saints.” We almost 
stopped to gather pumpkins at one farm, and apples 
at another. Get aways are fun, but it’s always nice to be 
home again, home again, jiggity jog.

BTW: I have one maybe two openings in my 4th 
annual winter creative writing class. If interested, my 
contact information is below. Stay out of trouble until 
next week!

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com, or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-
photos-and-frames.com.

THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING PROPERLY!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 29 Oct

Clear
High– 38.3º F | Low – 34.1º F

WED 30 Oct

Clear
High– 32.5º F | Low – 32.3º F

THU 31 Oct

Clear
High– 30.2º F | Low – 21.0º F

FRI 01 Nov

Overcast
High– 31.0º F | Low – 30.4º F

SAT 02 Nov

Moderate Clouds
High– 33.6º F | Low – 25.4º F

OpenWeatherMap
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SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Austin’s Spam museum part of fall Minnesota getaway

Submitted article
FORT MADISON – Kempker’s True Value & Rental 

and Fareway Grocery are teaming up once again for 
their annual 19th Street Trick or Treat on Fort Mad-
ison’s Beggars Night, Thursday, October 31st from 5 
p.m. -7 p.m.

Hall’s Ice Cream, New Dimensions, Griffin Muffler 
and Brake Center, Salvador’s Emporium, American 
Family Insurance – Agent Lydia Atterberg, Your Heat 
and Air Guy, and Holtkamp’s Floors, Decor and Furni-
ture are also part of the spooktacular event and will be 
there handing out treats and goodies. Kempker’s and 
Fareway will be offering Hot Dogs, Chips, and a Drink 
to all the kids in costume.

19th Street between Avenue H and Avenue I will 
be barricaded off shortly before and during the event 
for the safety of trick-or-treaters and their families. 
Parking will be available in either the Fareway Grocery 
store parking lot or Kempker’s True Value and Rental 
parking lot.

Trick or treaters are also encouraged to head to The 
Kensington for more treats as the residents will be 
set up inside, ready to hand out treats and see all the 
costumes!

19th Street Trick or Treat 
again on Beggar’s Night

mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org


BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Fort 
Madison Athletic Director 
Jeremy Swink got a chorus of 
“boooos” from a disgruntled 
Hound student section as 
he carried the “county seat” 
out and set it on the 40-yard 
line for the Keokuk Chiefs to 
take home.

The Chiefs handed the 
Bloodhounds a 28-20 defeat 
Friday night at Jim Yeoul 
Field on the final game 
of the season leaving the 
Hounds just shy of the team’s 
first winning season since 
2010, at 4-5.

It was a season that 
showed promise and flashes 
of being able to play with 
some of the best teams in 
the conference. Head Coach 
Derek Doherty has said all 
year the Hounds needed to 
play with attitude and effort.

He got both on Friday 
night as the Hounds battled 
back after going down 14-0 
just five minutes into the 
first quarter.

On the Chiefs, second 
play from scrimmage, after 
a Fort Madison 4 and out, 
Senior Braylon Martinez 
took a hand off at the Chiefs 
own 13 bounced down the 
right side of the Chiefs line 
and found a hole. Martinez, 
who qualified for Drake and 
the Iowa State Track meet in 
the 100 meter run, blew past 
the Hounds secondary for 
an 87-yard touchdown.

The Chiefs kicked off and 
Fort Madison started at it’s 
own 21. Junior Quarterback 
Will Larson tried an inside 
screen that was tipped and 
intercepted by senior Dylan 
Jeffers who raced left and 
outran the Hounds into the 
endzone for another score.

“You can’t give people a 
head start. I’m gonna take 
100% of the responsibility 
for that. The only thing I can 
come up with is we weren’t 
ready from the jump – can’t 
do that against good football 
teams,” Doherty said.

But the attitude and effort 
kicked back in.

Senior Michael Mosena 
brought the ensuing kickoff 
toward the Hounds fans and 
raced down the sideline left 
and was caught from the 
side at the 21. On 2nd and 
9, Larson found Brock Califf 
at the back of the endzone 
alone, but Califf, trying to 
tiptoe the back line, had the 
ball bounce off his hands.

Larson would get a yard 
on the next carry and then 
throw incomplete to turn the 
ball back over to the Chiefs.

Keokuk would go 4 and 
out on the next possession 

with the Hounds getting 
some help when the Chiefs 
were flagged for having an 
ineligible man down field on 
a 16-yard completion on 1st 
and 10.

The punt snap went over 
the head of Keokuk’s kicker 
and Larson pounced on it at 
the Chiefs’ 21-yard line. This 
time the Hounds would find 
the endzone when Larson 
hit Mosena in the left side of 
the endzone off some misdi-
rection. The Hounds missed 
the PAT to make it 14-6.

Keokuk would put 
together a 7-play drive but 
were stalled due to an illegal 
procedure penalty and two 
incompletions from quarter-
back Corey Skinner.

Fort Madison would take 
over on downs at their own 
35, but couldn’t get anything 
going with a couple incom-
pletions from Larson. Quen-
tin Schneider’s punt was 
returned to the Hounds 45 
and four plays later Keokuk’s 
Calum Tackes would bull in 
from the 3 for a 21-6 lead 
with the PAT.

The two teams would 
exchange 4 and outs on the 
next two possessions before 
Keokuk put together another 
sustained drive with Tackes 
doing most of the work 
carrying the ball five times 
and then pushing his way in 
from the 11 with 2:28 left for 
a 28-6 lead.

But Fort Madison would 
push the effort again return-
ing the kick to the 40 and 
then going nine plays. On 
4th and 3, Larson would 
call his own number on the 
run-pass-option to slip into 
the endzone on the left side 
with just :12 left in the half. 
The 2-point conversion was 
good and the Hounds trailed 
14-28 at the half.

Neither team would score 
in the third quarter, thanks 

in part to a key interception 
by Calem Maclearn, who 
was tied up with a much 
taller Anthony Potratz for 
most of the night. The Chiefs 
went to the right side shoul-
der route about eight times 
on the night trying to take 
advantage of Potratz’ height 
advantage, but Maclearn was 
able to get turned around in 
the endzone and picked off a 
Skinner attempt on 4th and 
5 at the Hounds 15.

With the Hounds still 
trailing by 14 at the 8:38 
mark, Fort Madison 
marched 64 yards in 9 plays 
including converting two 
fourth down plays, but 
chewed up a lot of clock be-
fore Larson found Schneider 
over the Chiefs secondary 
for a 36-yard scoring strike 
to close the gap to the final 
score of 28-20 with five min-
utes left in the game.

Doherty used a couple of 
timeouts strategically, but 
the Chiefs were able to run 
the clock out on the season 
and the seniors final time of 
the field.

Doherty was visibly 
frustrated after the game 
and chocked it up to the 
loss of the game, the loss of 
the seniors, and the loss of a 
winning season.

“All of the above – just 
knowing how close we were 
to all of it. Take that head 
start off the board and the 
things that we just haven’t 
done and don’t do…and we 
gotta ball game,” he said.

“But first of all, I love all 
our seniors and I’m very 
thankful for all of them. 
This program is moving in 
the right direction and they 
are the leading force behind 
that.

“When we say family we 
mean it. When you watch 
these guys hugging each 
other and crying and passing 

messages onto the other 
guys, you know it’s real.”

Senior Diego Lozano 
said the Hounds played like 
a one-half team for most 
of the year, and they were 
working and talking in prac-
tice about making this game 
a full-game effort.

“Really, the big thing we 
needed to do… we were a 
one half team. We talked 
in practice this week about 
playing one half and that 
we have to put two halves 
together,” he said.

“We fought with every-
thing we had to come back, 
we just fell short. It sucks, 
man.”

Larson finished with one 
of his better games of the 
year going 9 of 21 for 193 
yards and two scores. He 
also ground out 16 yards, a 
team high, on 16 carries and 
a score. Larson took over 
the team this year as a junior 
and Doherty said he grew a 
lot and will be counted on 
next year.

“Will Larson is a fighter 
– a tough kid – and a very 
competitive spirit. He’s done 
a great job for us and we’re 
lucky to have him coming 
back,” Doherty said.

“This class means so much 
to me because there my first 
class. They believed in me 
when I had trouble believing 
in myself.”

Schneider led the team 
in receiving with his best 
game of the year hauling in 
six passes for 93 yards and a 
touchdown. He also led the 
Hounds in tackles with 8.5 
including six solo, three for 
losses.

Lozano had 6.5 tackles. 
Romeo Maestro, Jace Bur-
gher and Levi Lowney all 
had five tackles on the night. 
Maestro had two for a loss. 
Lowney had the only sack on 
the night for Fort Madison.
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Hounds surrender “county seat” 

Hound senior Mike Mosena breaks free on a kickoff return in the first 
half Friday night. Mosena would break to the sidelines and race all the 
way to the Chiefs’ 21 before getting tackled.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY PCC STAFF

BLOOMFIELD – The Central Lee Hawks finished 
the year on an uptick with back-to-back wins as they 
knocked off Davis County 28-6 Friday night.

Davis County got on the board first with a 32 yard 
touchdown strike through the air with just under 
four minutes gone in the first quarter, but that’s all 
the scoring the Mustangs would get in the game as 
Central Lee dominated from that point on.

Senior Adam Boeck would get his first of three 
touchdown runs of the night on Central Lee’s next 
possession on a 1-yard plunge. The Hawks would 
miss the PAT to tie the game at 6-6.

Neither team was able to put up any points in the 
second period, but half way through the third period 
Boeck would capitalize on some hard running by 
senior Dalton Westercamp, who had 140 yards on 32 
carries on the night.

Boeck was score on a quarterback keeper from 
three yards out. The Hawks tried a 2-point conversion 
run after the score to make up for the missed PAT, 
but the run failed and Central Lee had a 12-6 lead 
with 8:23 left in the third.

With the Hawks first possession in the final period, 
Boeck again scored at the goal line on a 1-yard run, 
but his time he hooked up with TJ Stutes for a two-
point pass play to give Central Lee 20-6 lead with 
11:58 left in the game.

Westercamp would find the endzone for the first 
time of the night with 6:13 left in the game on a seven 
yard scamper and Boeck threw to Dylan Stuecker for 
the two point conversion to set the final at 28-6.

The Hawks finished the season 2-7 tied for fourth 
in Class 2A’s District 6, which is a marked improve-
ment over the 2018 squad that finished winless on the 
year.

Mid Prairie and Williamsburg tied for the district 
title with 6-3 records.

Eddyville-Blakesburg-Fremont was third at 3-6. 
The Hawks tied with Davis County at 2-7, and Albia 
finished the year 1-8.

Hawks end 
season on 

winning note

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/
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