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July & August

Editors Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
Top 10 Best Read news 
articles from our website 
pencitycurrent.com and 
the Top 10 Facebook 
posts that impressed the 
most readers from each 
month.

Each issue of 2017 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories as they originally 
appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2017
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 

reports the arrest of multiple tri-state area 
residents on felony and misdemeanor drug 
charges.

Joshua Allen Loveless, 32, of 5208 Riv-
er Valley Road, Fort Madison, Iowa was 

arrested on July 16th, 2017 
in the 300 block of Main 
Street in Keokuk on felo-
ny and misdemeanor drug 
charges. Loveless is charged 
with Possession with Intent 
to Deliver Marijuana within 
1000 Feet Of A Public Park, a 

class D felony with an enhancement, Drug 
Tax Stamp Violation, a class D felony, two 
counts of Possession of a Controlled Sub-
stance (marijuana and methamphetamine), 
a serious misdemeanor, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, a simple misdemeanor. 
If convicted, Loveless faces up to 17 years 
and 30 days in a state correctional facility.

  The arrest of Loveless stems from 
the Keokuk Police Department responding 
to a call for service in the 300 block of Main 
Street. Loveless was located and during an 
investigation into the disturbance, items 
supporting the charges were discovered in 
the possession of Loveless.

In an unrelated matter, Erica Renee 
Woodbury, 25, of Box 127, Wayland, Mis-

souri was arrested on July 
17th, 2017 at 923 South 14th 
street in Keokuk on a felo-
ny drug charge. Woodbury 
is charged with Delivery of 
Methamphetamine Less Than 
Five Grams, a class C felony. If 

convicted, Woodbury faces up to 10 years in 
a state correctional facility.

The arrest of Woodbury stems from an 
investigation into allegations that she is 
involved in the distribution of methamphet-
amine in the Keokuk area. 

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 
also reports the arrests of two 
other individuals on July 17th, 
2017 at 923 South 14th Street 
in Keokuk on felony and 
misdemeanor drug charges. 
Dakota Lee Rogers, 24, of 923 
South 14th Street in Keokuk is 
charged with Possession with 

Intent to Deliver Methamphetamine less 
than Five Grams, a class C felony, Manufac-
ture of Methamphetamine in Excess of Five 
Grams, a class B felony, Maintaining a Drug 
House, an aggravated misdemeanor, Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance (Morphine), 
a serious misdemeanor, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, a simple misdemeanor. 
If convicted, Rogers faces up to 38 years and 

30 days in a state correctional 
facility. Shaunna Lynn Elling-
son, 23, is charged with two 
counts of Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (marijuana 
and methamphetamine), a 
serious misdemeanor, and 

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, a simple 
misdemeanor. If convicted, Ellingson faces 
up to 2 years and 30 days in a state correc-
tional facility.

The arrests of Rogers and Ellingson stem 
from allegations that they were involved in 
the use, distribution, and manufacture of 
methamphetamine in the Keokuk area. A 
search warrant was served in connection to 
this investigation and items that support the 
charges were discovered.

  The Lee County Attorney’s Office, 
Keokuk Police Department, Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa Division of Narcotics 
Enforcement, and the 8th Judicial District of 
Probation and Parole assisted the Lee Coun-
ty Narcotics Task Force in this investigation.

 The defendants are presumed innocent 
until and unless proven guilty. 

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is 
funded in part by the U.S. Department of 
Justice and the funds administered by the 
Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.
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Task Force arrests multiple 
tri-state area residents

#1
Originally published

July 19, 2017

Teens injured in Friday ATV mishap
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DENMARK - Two teenage girls are in stable condition today after 
they were both seriously injured late Friday night in a single ATV 
accident in northern Lee County.

The accident occurred in a heavily wooded area off Old Quarry 
Road northeast of Denmark and northwest of Wever.

The two girls, who have not been identified as of Saturday morning, 
were both airlifted to two different hospitals and are in stable con-
dition this morning, according to Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber. 

One of the girls suffered head injuries 
and the other is hospitalized with back 
injuries.

LeeComm notified Lee County 
Sheriff ’s deputies and Denmark Fire 
and Rescue of the accident just a few 
minutes before midnight Friday.

Initially an AirEvac helicopter was 
dispatched to the scene and then a second helicopter was requested. 
Due to the location, the helicopters had trouble finding a safe land-
ing place and the victims had to be transported by ambulance to the 
closest landing area.

#2
Originally published

July 2, 2017
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EXCLUSIVE COUPON OFFER
Valid at Fareway Ft. Madison Store Only!

EXPIRES 12.30.17
SKU: 50007

EXCLU
SI

VE 

COUPON 

OFF
ER!

1802 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-2223

Open Monday thru Saturday 
7:00am - 9:00pm

Like us on Facebook!

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD OR PRINT

 10.5oz BAG 
STERZING’S 

POTATO CHIPS
with purchase of 

$20.00 in additional merchandise.
*Limit 2 per customer, please. 

99¢
each

If the only thing you want for Christmas is a new job,

Come See Us!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS TUESDAYS 9AM-3PM
Or to apply online, click this ad or go to http://careers.wlfoods.com

DAWSON MICHAEL NYE
Dawson Michael Nye, 7 weeks, of Ft. Madison passed away on Thursday, July 27, 

2017 in Keokuk.
He was born on June 8, 2017 in Ft. Madison to Brittany Nye.  Daw-

son was super smart and was a very happy baby boy.  He enjoyed car 
rides with his Mom.  Dawson made everyone around him happy and 
touched many hearts for the short time he was here.  He was definitely 
a Momma’s boy and his face would light up at the presence of Brittany.

Survivors include his Mom, Brittany Nye of Ft. Madison; and uncle, 
Riley Nye of Donnellson; Grandma and 
Step Grandpa, Janel and Leroy Kent of 

Donnellson, Grandpa and Step Grandma, Gary and 
Deana Nye of Keokuk; Great Grandma, Belva Skinner 
of Argyle; Great Great Grandpa, Don Leight of West 
Burlington and several great aunts and uncles.

He was preceded in death by his Great Grandma, 
Diane McVey; Great Grandpa, Leland Nye; Great 
Aunt, Jamie Quigley and Great Uncle, Robert Nye.

The celebration of life will be held on Sunday, July 
30, 2017 at 2 PM at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Pastor Donnie 
Skinner officiating.  The family will meet with friends from Noon until the time of 
the service at 2 PM.

A memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences may be 
left at www.kinglynk.com.

BOLKCOM

OBITUARIES

#3
Originally published

July 30, 2017

EDITORS NOTE: Pen City Current 
will not be running the photo of this or 
any other vandalism done in our city. 
The work of criminals that are defacing 
property and harming the community 
will not get a highlight reel from this 
publication. However, PCC will feature 
the mug shots of those arrested in our 
publication when an arrest is made.

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON –The recent string 
of graffiti vandalism in the area includ-
ing damage to the Fareway Grocery 
building currently under construction is 
being met head on by local authorities 
and businesses.

An anonymous donor has offered up 
$1,000 for information leading to the 
arrest of the perpetrator.

Fareway CEO Reynolds Cramer said 
Saturday the company will match that 
offer and add some.

“We appreciate the local individual 
who is offering up to $1,000 to catch the 
individual(s) responsible for this act. 
Fareway will match this same offer for 
any information leading to the arrest of 
the perpetrator(s),” Cramer said.

“We will donate $1,000 to the Fort 
Madison Police Department. We believe 
in this community and the local law 
enforcement who protect it.”

Pen City 
Current 
will also 
contrib-
ute to the 
reward for 
infor-
mation 
leading to 
an arrest.

During the overnight hours of June 
29-30 2017 a person or persons vandal-
ized the new Fareway Grocery building 
at 1820 Ave. H in Fort Madison.

The nature of the vandalism is a spray 
painted message on the east side of 
the building. The message is “SHOOT 
COPS NOT DOPE”.

Earlier this year the Police De-
partment investigated a number of 
incidences of spray paint graffiti. It is 
unknown at this time whether this inci-
dent is related or not.

In a statement Friday, Police Chief 
Tim Sittig said the crime is a simple 
misdemeanor, but if the message has 
legitimacy the perpetrator’s could be 
charged with terrorism, a felony which 
could result in up to a $7,500 fine and 
five years in prison.

Anyone having any information re-
garding this crime can contact Inves-
tigator Jack Gray of the Fort Madison 
Police Department at 319-372-2525 or 
Lee County Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
382- 8900.

Fareway vandalism 
rewards offered

#4
Originally published

July 2, 2017

Authorities close to arrests 
in theft of statues

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - Police officials 
in Donnellson said an arrest could be 
made over the weekend surrounding 
the theft and destruction of a statue 
from Railroad Park on Mill Street.

Police Chief Brad Roberts said Friday 
afternoon that pieces of the statue have 
been recovered from Grandinetti’s 
Metal Recycling yard in Mt. Pleasant 
which is owned and operated by Philip 
Grandinetti. However Roberts said that 
he didn’t foresee any charges against the 
ownership of the recycling yard.

The statue depicted three children on 
a log and was valued at over $4,000 not 
including the cost of installation at the 
park. It is suspected to have been taken 
during the late hours last Friday night 
or early Saturday morning.

Around the same time frame, another 
statue was taken from Lacey-Keosau-
qua State Park in Van Buren County. 
That statue, depicting a Civil Con-
servation Corp worker has also been 
recovered from the recycling yard. That 
statue is valued at over $20,000.

“We’re still investigating our end of 
it,” Roberts said late Friday. “I would 

say at 
this point 
the two 
incidents 
are related 
and we’re 
expecting 
to make 
our arrests tomorrow.”

“We don’t anticipate any charges 
against Mr. Grandinetti as he’s been 
cooperating fully with the investigation. 
We have other suspects.”

The statue was recovered by a city 
employee who went to Mount Pleasant 
to retrieve it, according to Roberts.

“It’s completely in pieces,” Roberts 
said.

He said the arrests will carry a 
2nd-degree theft charge plus restitu-
tion additional damage and the costs 
involved in that. Under Iowa Code, 
2nd-degree theft is a Class D felony 
and, upon conviction, can carry a pun-
ishment of up to five years in prison 
with fines ranging from $750 to $7,500.

A spokeswoman for the Van Buren 
County Sheriff ’s Department said the 
incident is still under investigation 
and no further information would be 
released at this point.

Statues from Keosauqua, Donnellson found in 
Mt. Pleasant scrap yard

#5
Originally published

July 30, 2017

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdfs/12.26.17 Fareway Coupon.pdf
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Top July Facebook Posts
Originally published July 8, 2017
Reached 33,871 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1810188785959349

#1 Originally published July 30, 2017
Reached 32,526 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1822534698058091:0

#2 Originally published July 1, 2017
Reached 27,176 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1806162403028654

#3

Originally published July 18, 2017
Reached 20,952 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1815707605407467

#4

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com
www.pencitycurrent.com

Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information
First. Fresh. Local.
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Originally published July 6, 2017
Reached 11,708 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1809175292727365

#9

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness
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Top July Facebook Posts
Originally published July 1, 2017
Reached 14,491 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1805920539719507

#6 Originally published July 28, 2017
Reached 14,317 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1821722114806016

#7

Originally published July 1, 2017
Reached 14,163 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1806302909681270

#8

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Originally published July 27, 2017
Reached 19,851 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1717126635265565
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KEMPKER’S

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

JOIN NOW 
& SAVE!

1904 Avenue H
Ft. Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3515

608 South 9th Street
Burlington, IA 52601

319-752-1584

1405 East Washington Street
Mount Pleasant, IA 52641

319-385-1377

204 West 1st Street
Grimes, IA 50111

515-986-0031

©2017 True Value® Company. All rights reserved. TV-AD-13516

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH®

December17 BOM Ad

HOT DEAL!

9.99
2 pk., 71/4 in.  
Carbide-Tipped  
Circular Saw Blades 
R 205 673 B10  While supplies last.

SPECIAL PURCHASE

14.97
2 pc., 25 ft. Compact Measuring Tapes 
R 224 376 B12 
While supplies last.

SAVE 20%  
OR MORE

59.99
1500W Infrared 
Quartz Heater 
W 210 040 1  While supplies last.

HOT DEAL! 
YOUR CHOICE

8.99
6 pk. Big Roll Paper Towels W 207 665 1  While supplies last.

24 Roll Bath Tissue 
W 575 854 1  While supplies last.

SAVE 40%  
OR MORE 
YOUR CHOICE

16.99
400 Lumen Flood  
LED Head Lamp 
E 224 175 B6  While supplies last.

375 Lumen LED Flashlight 
E 193 461 B6  While supplies last.

YOUR CHOICE
8 pk. C or D or  
4 pk. 9V Batteries, 
SALE 12.99  
E 171 831; 703 423, 437 
While supplies last.

HOT DEAL! 
YOUR CHOICE

11.99
16 pk. AA or AAA 
Batteries
E 137 891, 896 B12 
While supplies last.  

Kempkers True Value & Rental, Inc.

Ft. Madison • Burlington 
Mt. Pleasant • Grimes Sale ends 12/31/2017

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com orders.

Hardware • Rental • Paint • AND MORE!

Originally published July 27, 2017
Reached 11,317 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1821025324875695

#10

Top July Facebook 
Posts

Top July Stories #6-10
Vel’s Amigos goes up for sale online Monday
Originally published July 9, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/07/08/
amigos-put-business-sale-online-monday/

#6

Task force gets Keokuk woman
Originally published July 28, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/07/27/
keokuk-woman-busted-running-drug-house/

#7

Fareway names managers ahead of grand 
opening#8

Fort Madison man facing felony drug charge
Originally published July 27, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/07/26/
local-man-arrested-drug-charges/

#9

Area woman nabbed on drug charges
Originally published July 19, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/07/18/
area-woman-nabbed-felony-misdemeanor-drug-charges/

#10

Originally published July 27, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/07/26/fare-
way-names-management-team/

Two suspects, one 
arrest in statue theft

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - Donnellson police have made 
one arrest and are on the lookout for a suspect in 
connection with the recent theft of statues in Lee and 
Van Buren counties in Iowa.

According to a Wednesday evening press release 
from Donnellson/West Point Police Chief Brad 
Roberts, on August 1st, 2017, the Donnellson Police 
Department obtained arrest warrants for persons sus-
pected of stealing a bronze statue from the Railroad 
Park in Donnellson.

Information regarding the theft of the statue was 
investigated over the course of the past 10 days and 
led officers to evidence supporting the request for 
arrest warrants on Skylah Christine Beach, 25, of 
Burlington, and Gregory Michael Crall Jr., 32, also of 
Burlington.

In the early morning hours of July 23rd, 2017, 
suspects stole a bronze statue from Railroad Park in 
Donnellson. The statue, valued at over $4000 was 
labeled “Lazy Days” and located in a flower bed in 

the park. Suspects tied a chain around the statue and 
dragged the statue from its location, north on Main 
St., to a gravel road in Lee County, where the stat-
ue was broken into pieces. Suspects later drove to a 
scrap recycling center south of Mt. Pleasant, and were 
issued checks for the items.

On August 2nd, 2017, Skylah Beach was arrested 
at a residence in Burlington, IA for the warrant, and 
transported to the Lee County Jail, where she is being 
held pending a court appearance. She was charged 
with 2nd-degree theft, a Class D Felony, which carries 
a maximum penalty in Iowa of five years imprison-
ment. Phone calls to Chief Roberts on Wednesday 
evening went unreturned and Crall is assumed to be 
still at large.

Donnellson Police Department was assisted in the 
investigation by the West Point Police Department, 
the Van Buren County Sheriff ’s Office, the Henry 
County Sheriff ’s Office, and the Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office. Anyone with information regarding the 
incident is encouraged to contact the Donnellson 
Police Department 319-835-5714 or Lee County 
Crimestoppers at 800-382-8900.

#1
Originally published

August 3, 2017

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Place your ad
online 24/7

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

http://kempkerstruevalue.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
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Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Rusty 
    Nailz

Friday, December 29 th 7:30pm

             1135 Ave. E • Wednesday - Saturday 5:00pm

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK – The Lee 

County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest 
of a Keokuk, Iowa man 
on felony and misde-
meanor drug charges.

Tyrell Devon Smith, 
23, of 307 Morgan Street, 
Keokuk, Iowa was arrest-
ed on July 29th, 2017 in 
the 500 block of Concert 
Street in Keokuk on 
felony and misdemeanor 
drug charges. Smith is 
charged with Possession 
of a Controlled Sub-
stance (amphetamine/
dextroamphetamine) 
With Intent to Deliver 
While In Possession of a 
Firearm, a class C felony 
with an enhancement, 
Possession with Intent 

to Deliver 
Metham-
phetamine 
Less than 
Five Grams 
While in 
Posses-
sion of A 

Firearm, a class C felony 
with an enhancement, 
Possession with intent to 
Deliver Cocaine While in 
Possession of a Firearm, 
a class C felony with an 
enhancement, Carrying 
Weapons, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, and Pos-
session of a Schedule IV 
Drug (Alprazolam) with 
intent to Deliver, an ag-
gravated misdemeanor. 
If convicted, Smith faces 
up to 49 years in a state 
correctional facility.

The arrest of Smith 
stems from a traffic stop 
conducted by a Keokuk 
Police Officer. During 
the traffic stop, items 

that support the charges 
were discovered. The 
investigation is ongoing.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office and the Ke-
okuk Police Department 
assisted the Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force in 
this investigation.

The defendant is 
presumed innocent until 
and unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Nar-
cotics Task Force is fund-
ed in part by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice and 
the funds administered 
by the Iowa Governor’s 
Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

SMITH

Keokuk man faces felony drug, 
firearms charges

Smith caught 
on traffic stop

#2
Originally published

August 2, 2017

Ziouis acquire
Parthenon Steakhouse

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It 
didn’t take even take a 
month for the The Parthe-
non Family Steakhouse in 
Fort Madison to be taken 
off the “for sale” list.

According to Jadi Zioui, 
her and husband Amine, 
the head chef at Atlas 
Smokehouse, announced 
the acquisition of the 
business Wednesday 
evening.

“We’re not going to 
change a whole lot,” Jadi 
said Wednesday evening. 

“We’re going to clean it 
up a bit, but it’s going 
to be the same style just 
upgraded a little. It’s a 
fixture in Fort Madison 
and what I’m doing with 
other groups of people is 
trying to turn this into a 
resort town, but we want 
to preserve as much of it 
as we can without alienat-
ing those that are already 
here and love it.

The restaurant was 
put up for sale by Nick 
Hantzeas, who owns the 
business along with his 
mother Maria, on August 
1.

Jadi said she and Amine 
were interested in acquir-
ing the building as soon 
as it went up for sale. 
Amine will be the head 
chef and she will run the 
front of the house.

“My husband is from 
the Mediterranian so he’s 
gonna be doing some 

more authentic dish-
es that he did when he 
was in Miami.  He may 
change the sauces with 
the spaghetti and stuff 
and he’s bringing Rocke-
feller chicken, which is 
off the chain. Oh and the 
bacon butter...that’s gonna 
change your life.”

Jadi also owns the Fort 
Mad Emporium, 718 Av-
enue G, and is marketing 
director for the Kingsley 
Inn, and hosts Friday 
meetings at the Empori-
um for anyone interesting 
in helping improve Fort 
Madison.

If anyone wants to get 
more information we have 
meetings at 1 p.m. every 
Friday.

“Anyone who cares or 
just wants to see Fort 
Madison do better or just 
wants more information 
on what we’re doing, is 
welcome to attend.”

Place your ad
online 24/7

#3
Originally published

August 17, 2017

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

If the only thing you want for Christmas 
is a new job, Come See Us!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

OBITUARIES

ALAN JAKE LITTLE
Alan Jake Little, 24 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa 

died Wednesday morn-
ing, August 16, 2017 in 
Fort Madison.  Jake was 
born March 31, 1993 in 
Burlington, Iowa, a son 
of Alan Chet Little and 
Lorlinda Williams.

He attended Fort Mad-
ison High School.

He is survived by his father, Chet Little of Fort Mad-
ison; his mother, Lorlinda Williams of Jacksonville, 
Florida; one daughter, Natalynn Marie Little and her 
mother, Misty Guzman of Fort Madison; one sister, 
Starr (Chase) Brown of Charlotte, South Carolina; his 
maternal grandmother, Nina Sparenberg of Denmark, 
Iowa; one aunt, four uncles, one nephew, and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, 
maternal grandfather, and one uncle.

His body has been cremated.  His family will greet 
friends from 6:00 - 7:00 pm Monday, August 21, 2017 
at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.

A memorial has been established, contributions may 
be made at the Barr Memorial Chapel.  Online condo-
lences to the Little Family may be at www.barrmemori-
alchapel.com.  Barr Memorial Chapel is in charge of the 
arrangements.

#4
Originally published

August 18, 2017

Amigo’s holding benefit
for Hernandez 

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A day at the gym turned tragic 
for a former Fort Madison couple earlier this month.

Cameron Hernandez, 31 of Burlington was work-
ing out the Burlington YMCA when he experienced 
a sharp headache. He stopped his workout and went 
home and when the headache hadn’t subsided his 
family urged him to go to the ER and a short time 
later he was airlifted to Iowa with a brain bleed from a 
weakened artery in his head.

During an angiogram to repair the artery, Hernan-
dez suffered a stroke leaving his right side limp and 
compromised.

Hernandez is employed with Winegard Company in 
Burlington has insurance so the family is focusing on 
getting him better, but Vel’s Amigos restaurant will be 
holding a benefit for the Hernandez family all day on 
Friday.

Amigo’s will be donating 10% of all sales on Friday 
to the family as well as having people on site selling 
‘Hernandez Strong” wristbands and car and window 
decals.

Hernandez, and his wife Ashley (Orlandini) Her-
nandez have two boys, Kellan, 6, and Jax, 2. He was 
kept in Iowa City ICU for three weeks before being 
sent to Madonna Rehabilitation Center in Omaha.

“He’ll do the rest of his rehab there and then hope-
fully they’ll send him home,” said Cameron’s mother 
Lori.

“He’s doing well now but he has a long way to go. 
He’s walking with some assistance and his mind is all 
there so he’s really doing remarkable.”

Lori said she didn’t even know about the donations 
until she saw the event on Facebook and then was 
moved to tears.

“They have just decided out of the goodness of their 
heart to do this for us. My mother, who has passed 
now,  was good friends of the owners and so was my 
husband’s dad. We also have a GoFundMe page to 
help raise money, but 
this is just their way of 
helping.”

The site is located at 
https://www.gofundme.
com/CameronHernan-
dez

According to the site, 
“Cameron had suffered 
a massive brain bleed. 
It has been determined that he has an Arteriovenous 
Malformation (AVM), which had ruptured and bled 
into his thalamus area of the brain. What this means 
is that his brain was under a great deal of pressure to 
accommodate his bleeding, causing significant dam-
age. An MRI has determined that his brain stem is 
unharmed, but that there is an area of significant per-
manent damage in his brain. It remains undetermined 
what level of function will return.”

The site has set a goal of $25K and as of Aug. 29 was 
at just under $15,000.

Ashley had an in-home day care business that she’s 
since had to close down in order to care for the family. 
Lori said that Cameron will likely be moved to some 
sort of disability depending on the how his body reha-
bilitates.

She said it’s breathtaking how a community can 
come together to help one of their own.

“The outpouring from the community has been so 
overwhelming I almost can’t breathe sometimes,” Lori 
said.

Another benefit is being planned for Nov. 5 in Burl-
ington but the details on that event aren’t available yet.

#5
Originally published

August 30, 2017

Originally published August 2, 2017
Reached 26,543 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1823976701247224

#1

Top August
Facebook Posts

http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
https://www.gofundme.com/CameronHernandez
https://www.gofundme.com/CameronHernandez
https://www.gofundme.com/CameronHernandez
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1823976701247224
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1823976701247224
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1823976701247224
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Top August Stories #6-10
Great River Health looking at FM site
Originally published August 24, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/23/
great-river-health-systems-looking-build-citys-west-end/

#6

Sunday accident sends cyclist to the
hospital
Originally published August 28, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/27/
sunday-accident-sends-one-hospital/

#7

Boom rattles windows Tuesday
Originally published August 16, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/15/did-
you-hear-that/

#8

FM has $50K unclaimed Powerball ticket
Originally published August 16, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/15/
fort-madison-still-50k-winning-ticket-somewhere/

#9

Suicide attempt prompts local action
Originally published August 31, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/30/
students-suicide-attempt-spurs-action/

#10

Saturday, march 3, 2018 
hancher auditorium // iowa city

The sound that inspired a generation. The music that moved the world. It began as one man’s 
story ... became everyone’s music ... and is now Broadway’s Musical. Motown the Musical is the 
true American dream story of Motown founder Berry Gordy’s journey from featherweight boxer 
to the heavyweight music mogul who launched the careers of Diana Ross, Michael Jackson, 
Smokey Robinson and many more. Motown shattered barriers, shaped our lives and made us 
all move to the same beat. Now, experience it live on stage in the record-breaking smash hit 
Motown the Musical!

Saturday, APRIL 14, 2018 
hancher auditorium // iowa city

Kinky Boots is Broadway’s huge-hearted, high-heeled hit! With songs by Grammy and Tony 
winning pop icon Cyndi Lauper, this joyous musical celebration is about the friendships we 
discover and the belief that you can change the world when you change your mind. Inspired 
by true events, Kinky Boots takes you from a gentleman’s shoe factory in Northampton to the 
glamorous catwalks of Milan.  Charlie is a factory owner struggling to save his family business. 
Lola is a fabulous entertainer with a wildly exciting idea. With a  little compassion and a lot of 
understanding, this unexpected pair learns to embrace their differences and creates a line 
of sturdy stilettos unike any the world has ever seen! But in the end, their most sensational 
achievement is their friendship!

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.TRAILWAYSTRAVEL.COM OR CALL 319-753-2864 X162

Join us from the available departure location of your choice 
and head to Coral Ridge Mall where you’ll enjoy lunch, on your 
own, before heading to Iowa City to catch one of these amazing 

musicals for the matinee showing!

$130 per person for either show!

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/23/great-river-health-systems-looking-build-citys-west-end/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/23/great-river-health-systems-looking-build-citys-west-end/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/27/sunday-accident-sends-one-hospital/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/27/sunday-accident-sends-one-hospital/
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/15/fort-madison-still-50k-winning-ticket-somewhere/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/15/fort-madison-still-50k-winning-ticket-somewhere/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/30/students-suicide-attempt-spurs-action/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/08/30/students-suicide-attempt-spurs-action/
https://trailwaystravel.com/Tours/Single-Day_Tours
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Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org

Pen City Current
Holiday e–Edition Publishing Schedule

Christmas Eve – No Paper
Christmas Day – No Paper

December 26th – Year in Review
December 27th – Year in Review
December 28th – Year in Review
December 29th – Year in Review

New Year’s Eve – No Paper
New Year’s Day – No Paper

January 2nd – Year in Review
January 3rd – Year in Review

Watch pencitycurrent.com for Breaking News

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Top August Facebook Posts
Originally published August 15, 2017
Reached 25,701 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1829738087337752

#2 Originally published August 30, 2017
Reached 22,573 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1836456619999232

#3 Originally published August 25, 2017
Reached 20,887 people
See the post here: https://www.face-
book.com/PenCityCurrent/vid-
eos/1834320850212809/

#4

Place your ad
online 24/7

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
http://tkef.org/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1829738087337752
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1829738087337752
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1829738087337752
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1836456619999232
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1836456619999232
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1836456619999232
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1834320850212809/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1834320850212809/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1834320850212809/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Top August Facebook Posts
Originally published August 29, 2017
Reached 20,098 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1835983470046547

#5 Originally published August 16, 2017
Reached 18,977 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1830212787290282

#6 Originally published August 15, 2017
Reached 18,572 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1829717587339802

#7

Originally published August 9, 2017
Reached 17,856 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1826809874297240

#8 Originally published August 31, 2017
Reached 12,961 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1836849996626561

#9 Originally published August 6, 2017
Reached 11,021 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1825808784397349

#10

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/careertrain/truck.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1835983470046547
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1835983470046547
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1835983470046547
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1830212787290282
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1830212787290282
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1830212787290282
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