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Editor’s Note: This is the 
second of two previews on 
the Tuesday Fort Madi-
son School Board election.
FORT MADISON – Di-
anne Hope is looking to 
build on her four years as a 
board member. Hope said 
she dealt with a huge learn-
ing curve in the first four 
years, specifically finances.

    “School finance is to-
tally different than any oth-
er finance out there. Debits 
and credits are still the 
same, but with the majority 
of funds coming in from 
the state with mandates 
on the use of those funds, 
it’s been a huge curve,” she 
said.

“Now that I have a han-

dle on that, another four 
years will be tremendous 
for me to try to do what’s 
best for our students and 
our community.”

Hope was a vocal advo-
cate for the new elemen-
tary building and had a 
referendum voted down, 
despite having a majority 
of the vote, on two occa-
sions during her first term 
on the board.

But she said a resolu-
tion to the problem has to 
become clear in the near 
future because the elemen-
tary schools are not a draw 
to the community.

“The interiors do not 
do what they need to do, 
but what it’s going to take 
I don’t know. The vast 
majority of people, wheth-
er they voted or not, know 
those facilities are outdat-

ed,” she said. 
“Our educators are doing 

the best they can, but we 
can and must do better. We 
owe it to those students 
to do what we can to give 
them the best education.” 

She said the recent 
release of news about a 
facilities assessment in 
the district could give the 
district the answers the 
community may be look-

ing for.
Hope said the district 

always has to be mindful 
of finances and make sure 
each dollar is allocated for 
the best return.

“We’ve been fortunate of 
late that the valuation of 
the district has gone up but 
we must always be mindful 
of the community we live 
in.”

Hope had three children 

go through the school dis-
trict and said she’s proud of 
that, but the district needs 
to try and stem the tide of 
open enrollment out of the 
district. She believes family 
dynamics and facilities are 
part of the reason for fam-
ilies taking their children 
out of the district.

 “Families are small-
er and that’s a changed 
dynamic, but I think some 
of our students are leaving 
the district because of the 
facilities. I can’t substanti-
ate that with data, it’s just a 
feeling,” she said. “I’m glad 
our parents have choices, 
whether it’s a home school-
ing or another district, but 
Fort Madison is a great 
district and I’ve very proud 
all three of my students 
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Hope wants another term; Smrt seeks first office

HOPE SMRT
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While dad gets a photo, Brooklyn Harvey, 8, (left), and Autumn Collier, 2, get some time with 
Fort Madison Police Officer Courtney Dalton at the Old Settler’s Association’s Trick or Treat 
at Old Settlers’ Park on Sunday afternoon. The event was delayed from Halloween due to 
weather.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

DES MOINES – Gov. Kim Reynolds announced 
today that she is forming the Iowa Census Complete 
Count Committee (CCC) to increase awareness 
among Iowans about the importance of completing 
the U.S. Census in 2020. The Governor named Lt. 
Gov. Adam Gregg as chair of the committee and Sec-
retary of State Paul Pate as vice chair.

“Iowans take their civic responsibility seriously,” 
said Gov. Reynolds. “In the last two censuses, we’ve 
been 2nd and 3rd highest in the nation in our initial 
participation rate. I’m hoping that this committee can 
help us be first in the nation in Census participation 
in 2020. In addition to being critical for reapportion-
ment, the Census helps determine the allocation of 
an estimated $650 billion each year in funding for 
schools, roads and other public services.”

“Every ten years since 1790, the U.S. has taken a 
detailed count of the people, as required by the Con-
stitution,” said Lt. Governor Gregg. “Not only does it 
guide congressional redistricting, but it is foundation-
al to our representative government, being used to 

Reynolds forms state 
census committee

See CENSUS, page 3

Trick or Treat with Officer Dalton
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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 11/2 MID-DAY
8 1 8

 11/2 EVENING
1 8 2

 11/2 MID-DAY
2 6 7 2

 11/2 EVENING
0 3 5 0

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 11/2
3 23 32 37 58
Powerball: 22
Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 11/2
1 10 31 40 50

Star Ball: 5
All Star Bonus: 5

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

10/31/19 – 11:27 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Hailey 
Noel Gilman, 20, of Montrose, 
in the 2200 block of Avenue 
H, on a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 1:07 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a stolen vehicle 
in the Fort Madison area.
10/31/19 – 4:43 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2000 block of Avenue L.
10/31/19 – 9:58 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 100 block of 2nd Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

10/31/19 – 7:58 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident at Hwy. 61 and Mis-
sissippi River Road. According 

to reports, a vehicle driven 
by Salvatore Didino, 65, of 
Dingman’s Ferry, Penn., was 
stopped at the intersection 
when he entered the path of a 
vehicle driven by Ethan Lillard, 
27 of Hamilton, Ill., who was 
headed northbound on Hwy. 
61 Didino was transported 
to Fort Madison Community 
Hospital with minor injuries 
and Lillard was treated and 
released at the scene. Didino 
was cited for failure to yield.
10/31/19 – 1:41 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Michael Damien 
McNitt, 28, in the 3100 block 
of Mississippi River Road 
in Montrose, on charges 
of violation of probation, 
contempt of court, providing 
false identification, burglary in 
the 3rd and interference with 
official acts. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 1:41 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Joseph Duane 

Robert Leeper, Jr., 22, in the 
3100 block of Mississippi 
River Road in Montrose, 
on a charge of 3rd-degree 
burglary. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 2:20 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Cristyna Louise 
Rivers, 30, of at the sheriff’s 
office on a judgment hold. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 3:36 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Malinda Lorri 
Parsons, 29, of Keokuk, on 
Mississippi River Road on a 
charge of 3rd-degree bur-
glary. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
10/31/19 – 5:20 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Lynn Albert Lirette, 
56, of Ottumwa, at the 
Wapello County Jail on a 
charge of 1st-degree theft. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.

10/31/19 – 5:31 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Shaukim Uriah 
Redd, 26, of Des Moines, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a warrant for violation of 
parole. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed are presumed 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

10/30/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.
10/31/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to one medical call.
11/1/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to six medical calls.

bring fair representation at the state and local levels. 
By responding to that initial Census mailing, Iowans 
can help ensure our state is completely counted and 
fairly represented.”

“Iowa is consistently among the top 10 states in the 
nation for voter registration and participation, and 
I’m committed to Governor Reynolds’ goal to make 
us number one in Census participation,” said Secre-
tary of State Paul Pate. “I have no doubt Iowans will 
step up once again.”

The CCC will work to raise awareness of the Census 
and its importance and also provide a way to share 
best practices from the estimated 30-40 local com-
plete count committees that have formed in Iowa. The 
Census date is April 1, 2020 and this will be the first 
Census that people are able to respond to online.

More information on the 2020 U.S. Census can be 
found at www.2020census.gov.

CCC to raise state’s 
census awareness

CENSUS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.fmchosp.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
OCTOBER 8, 2019

The Lee County Board of 
Supervisors met on Tuesday, 
October 8, 2019, at 9:00 
a.m. at the Correctional 
Center.

Present: Gary Folluo, Rick 
Larkin, Ron Fedler, Rich 
Harlow and Matt Pflug.

All votes are unanimous 
unless otherwise indicated.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

On motion the Board 

voted to approve the agenda, 
removing items three, four 
and five, relating to a public 
hearing for sale of real estate 
located in the 911 block of 
15th Street to the City of 
Fort Madison; to approve 
the Tuesday, October 1, 
2019 Board minutes; to 
approve payment of claims; 
to approve a Farm Lease Bid 
Sheet for property locat-
ed by the Jail; to approve 
Resolution #2019-89- a 
resolution abating taxes for 
Stephen and Patsy Smith 
1953 300th St Montrose IA 
52639; to approve a step 
increase for County Attor-
ney’s Office employee Ro-
slyn Garcia, Paralegal Fine 

Collector, from $16.50/hr. to 
$16.95/hr., effective 10/1/19 
and step increase for County 
Attorney’s Office employ-
ee Lindsey Lofthus, Legal 
Secretary, from $17.44/hr. to 
$17.95/hr., effective 9/25/19. 
Received and filed a Manure 
Management Annual Update 
for Knee Deep Solutions 
in Cedar Township and the 
Commission of Veteran 
Affairs Minutes of Meeting 
for August 19, 2019.

At 9:30 a.m., a motion 
was made by Harlow to 
adjourn.

The next meeting of the 
Board of Supervisors will be 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Correc-

tional Center.
/s/ Gary Folluo, Chair.
Attest: /s/ Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor.
Full text of this meeting 

can be found online at www.
leecounty.org or at the Lee 
County Auditor’s Office, 
933 Avenue H, Fort Madi-
son.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 to advertise

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
OCTOBER 22, 2019

The Lee County Board of 
Supervisors met on Tuesday, 
October 22, 2019, at 9:00 
a.m. at the Correctional 
Center.

Present: Gary Folluo, 
Rick Larkin, Ron Fedler and 
Rich Harlow. All votes are 
unanimous unless otherwise 
indicated.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

On motion the Board 
voted to approve the agenda; 
to approve the Tuesday, Oc-
tober 15, 2019 Board min-
utes; to approve payment of 
claims; to approve replacing 
two full-time Correctional 
Officers; to approve a Tax 

Suspension for property 
located at 1712 Avenue D in 
Fort Madison.

At 9:08 a.m., a motion 
was made to adjourn.

The next meeting of the 
Board of Supervisors will be 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Correc-
tional Center.

/s/ Gary Folluo, Chair.
Attest: /s/ Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor.
Full text of this meeting 

can be found online at www.
leecounty.org or at the Lee 
County Auditor’s Office, 
933 Avenue H, Fort Madi-
son.

http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org
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Classifieds

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

PEN CITY CURRENT
Business Directory

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $5000
2x2 Business Card Size Ad 

with Social Media

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Martha 319.316.3621

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

IT COORDINATOR
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools 
is seeking candidates for the 
position of IT Coordinator. 

The IT Coordinator will man-
age computer equipment and 
technology used in class-
room and office settings.

The Ideal candidate will pos-
sess a degree in informa-
tion technology, computer 
science, or a related field. 
ACMT (Apple Certified Mac 
Technician) highly desirable.
Experience with classroom 
technology equipment in-
cluding projectors, document 
cameras, audio, etc. a plus.
Requires exceptional cus-
tomer service, oral and writ-
ten communication skills, 
and the ability to work in a 
team environment.

This is a full time position with 
a benefits package available.

Please send resume and 
cover letter to judi.dinwid-
die@holytrinityschools.org.

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 04 Nov

Overcast
High– 51.8º F | Low – 36.7º F

TUE 05 Nov

Scattered Clouds
High– 43.3º F | Low – 40.0º F

WED 06 Nov

Scattered Clouds
High– 55.8º F | Low – 33.9º F

THU 07 Nov

Partly Sunny
High– 36.5º F | Low – 26.5º F

FRI 08 Nov

Overcast
High– 35.8º F | Low – 27.3º F
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Honor your family members that answered the 
call to serve in our special Veterans Day edition 

on Monday, November 11th.

It is our honor to publish this information. 
There is no charge for this service.

Submit your photos and information
using the form on our website

or email it to sales@pencitycurrent.com
or mail it to Pen City Current, PO Box 366,

Fort Madison, IA 52627.

Please include photo (color or black & white), 
veteran’s name, branch of service, tour(s) of duty, 

your name and contact
information in case of questions. A brief

personal message is also welcome.

Submissions are due by the end of the day
Friday, November 8th.

SAMPLE LISTINGS

Leonard Anderson
US Army
Korean War

SSGT Ezekiel 
“Zeke” James 
Ross
Iowa National Guard
Charlie Company 224th 
Engineer Battalion,
Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2004-2005

A Brother in Arms

(NOT SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE)

went through the school 
system.”

She said she’d like to see 
additional emphasis at the 
middle school with coding, 
robotics, STEM programs, 
and career fairs to open 
students’ eyes to the oppor-
tunities they have in front 
of them.

Candice Smrt said she’s 
had a passion for serving 
on the board for some 
time, but it wasn’t until 
someone walked in with a 
petition for her to sign that 

it hit home.
“It just happened to be 

someone walked with a 
petition and I was like “oh, 
that’s how you do that,” 
Smrt said.

“Schools have been 
important to me my whole 
life. After coming here and 
seeing things that I think 
could be better.”

Smrt came to Fort Madi-
son from the Chicago met-
ro area and compares how 
things were done there to 
what is being done here.

“I know that there are 
great strides to be made, 
but I believe things are 
slowly coming around. 
With the referendums, I 
understand both sides of 
people’s beliefs and I’ve 
been on both sides of the 
fence on that.”

But now Smrt said she 
believes the district needs 
to address the deteriorating 
Richardson and Lincoln 
elementaries.

“I’m saying for the 
kids… if a new school is 
what the kids need, then 
that’s what they need,” she 

said.
“I don’t care for the 

mentality that ‘I don’t have 
kids’, or my kids went to 
that school and it’s just fine. 
Our kids are our future so 
why are we holding back 
our future.”

Smrt admits the learning 
curve is big, but she said it’s 
no bigger than most other 
people who come onto the 
board for the first time.

“The first board meeting 
that I went to was pretty 
deep. A lot of information 
was shared and they went 
into a breakdown of how 

things went financially. I’m 
on the library board and 
I understand that certain 
funds are allocated, but 
there’s a lot to learn there,” 
Smrt said.

“Before I get in there, do 
I have all the knowledge? I 
do not. But I want to be a 
part of that and put my two 
cents in.”

She also has a passion for 
individualized education 
programs for students with 
learning disabilities.

“That’s an area that is 
near and dear to my heart. 
I think there are many 
ways to improve those 
programs and sometimes 
it takes a fresh pair of eyes 
and a fresh brain to bring 
out those ideas,” she said.

“Trying to get an IEP is 
difficult because there are 

a million loops to jump 
through and some commu-
nication issues. I think that 
is an area that we can and 
should do better. I feel very 
strongly about that.”

Smrt said open enroll-
ment is also an issue that 
is hurting the district but 
said she hasn’t done a lot of 
research into that.

 “That was said at one 
of the meetings and they 
had talked about that. To 
me, that tells me that the 
community feels we should 
be better. I really hope 
we can get there and the 
community feels like it can 
send our students to our 
schools.”

Repeated attempts to 
reach school board candi-
date Lois DiPrima for this 
article were unsuccessful.

Smrt wants to look at specialized learning programs
ELECTION - Continued from Page 1
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