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EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Just in time for Christmas, I will be doing a book 
signing in Burlington at Burlington By the Books, 301 
Jefferson St., on Saturday, December 15th, from 11:00 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Books will be available at the book-
store for $15 each, a bargain considering the life-al-
tering information contained within (I’m not joking). 
As an added bonus, tucked away in the stack of books 
at my signing table will be two, twenty dollar bills. (I 
have to do something to attract readers. lol!). No fair 
searching the stack of books for the twenty dollar bills. 
Just purchase your book, or books—Christmas pres-
ents you know—have me personally sign them, and be 
monetarily surprised when your book turns up with a 
double sawbuck. Heck, the twenty will cover the cost of 
the book and give you five extra smackers to spend on 
something else, like a double chocolate mocha.

“Protected” is a true story about my struggle with 
alcohol and drug addiction, passion for writing, and a 
very up-front and personal encounter with God. God 
actually walked through my locked front door, pointed 
a finger at me, and altered the direction of my life once 
and for all. Looking back over my life, I can see where 
God has opened doors, cleared the path, and “Protect-
ed” me, often without me knowing how or why He was 
doing this. Not a religious in-your-face book, or “come-
to-Jesus,” holier-than-thou scolding. “Protected” is a 
down-to-earth, first-person narrative of how God has 
worked in my life. Many people have had such encoun-
ters, or would like to have. See if you can identify.

“Protected” is my first book. My second book will 
be available sometime next spring. It is a book of short 
stories, once again based upon my experiences, this 
time illustrated by a local artist. A-book-a-year might 
be a good goal.

Don’t let the burned out Tama Building, which is 

Columnist to hold 
book signing Dec. 
15 in Burlington

City rings 
in holiday 
season

Danny and Vicky Gomez walk the path of the En-
chanted Forest at the Old Lee County Bank build-
ing on Saturday as part of the Mistletoe on Main 
Street shopping extravaganza. At left, Santa Claus 
brings up the rear of the annual Lighted Christmas 
Parade Friday night.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, the annual Parade 
of Lights, and downtown’s 
Mistletoe on Main Street 
welcome in the Christmas 
season in Fort Madison

Genevieve Geoffri-
on of Fort Madison 

“whips” up some hot 
drinks for patrons at 

Dollhouse Dreams 
and Megan’s Old 

Fashioned Ice Cream 
Parlor.  Fort Madi-

son’s downtown was 
open for business 
Saturday with car-

riage rides, popcorn, 
the Enchanted For-
est, and a visit with 

Santa Claus.
See SWARM, page 4
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Local News/For the Record

Now is the Time to Start Preparing Our World for a Better Future

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 26 Nov

Clear Skies
High – 20.4º F | Low – 10.3º F

TUE 27 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 13.2º F | Low – 3.3º F

WED 28 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 15.3º F | Low – 3.6º F

THU 29 Nov

Clear Skies
High – 22.2º F | Low – 21.1º F

FRI 30 Nov

Light Snow
High– 34.2º F | Low – 30.0º F

OpenWeatherMap

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

11/19/18 - 12:24 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Jeremy 
Lincoln Atwater, 29 of Fort Madi-
son, in the 2800 block of Avenue 
P on three warrants for violation 
of probation. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
11/20/18 - 2:05 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited Cole 
Stephen Salazar, 26, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1100 block 
of 21st Street, on a charge of 
driving under suspension. He 
was released upon citation.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

11/19/18 - 11:36 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in the 2100 block of 
Hwy. 103, where, according 
to the report, a vehicle driven 
by Haley Ann Henry, 21, of 
Anamosa, struck the rear of a 
vehicle driven by Patrycja A. 
Radon, 26 of Norridge, Ill., who 
was stopped making a left-hand 
turn. Both drivers declined 
medical attention and Henry 
was cited for failure to provide 

insurance, expired registration 
and failure to maintain control.
11/19/18 - 4:53 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Terry Eugene Wixom, 
53, of Burlington at the sheriff’s 
office on a charge of probation 
violation. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
11/19/18 - 6:28 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Joshua Alan Ea-
ton, 41, of Keokuk, in the 
700 block of N. 13th Street 
in Keokuk on a charge of 
stalking. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

11/22/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
two medical calls and one 
false medical alert call
11/23/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls
11/24/18 - Fort Madison firefight-
ers responded to one lift assist.

FORT MADISON - Josh Denning & Associates part-
nered with Connection Bank & Insurance and sponsored 
a food drive for the Food Pantry during November.  At 
right, Josh Denning and Peg Mohrfeld from Josh Den-
ning & Associates, and Jonna Schneider and Heather 
Dickey from Connection Bank & Insurance with the 
many bags and cans of precious food donated by their 
customers.  

Funds and food donations are warmly welcomed and 
can be mailed to PO Box 273, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
dropped off at the Pantry at 3421 Avenue L, Fort Madi-
son. Hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Additionally, please consider 
donating your time and volunteer to help the Pantry car-
ry out its mission of providing food to the food insecure.

Financial groups partner 
for food pantry donation

http://www.grrwa.com
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11/24 MID-DAY
8 6 4

11/24 EVENING
0 3 7

11/24 MID-DAY
5 4 7 1

11/24 EVENING
3 1 3 3

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 11/24
11 33 51 56 58 
Powerball: 18
Power Play: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

11/24
1 10 11 17 28

Star Ball: 1
All Star Bonus: 2

Carmelita Rose Schutte, 85, of rural Kahoka died Thursday, November 22, 2018, at her 
home surrounded by her family.

She was born February 26, 1933, the daughter of Vincent and Bess McDonnell 
Boudreau in St. Patrick, Missouri.  On July 18, 1953, she was united in 
marriage to Herbert Schutte at the Shrine of St. Patrick in St. Patrick, 
Missouri.  He preceded her in death on December 8, 2012.

Carmelita graduated from St. Patrick High School with the Class of 
1951. She was employed with the Clark County Nursing Home as a 
Certified Nursing Assistant for three years and then was an LPN for 
twenty years, retiring in 2005. Carmelita had an unwavering and deep 
faith in God and was an active member of the Shrine of St. Patrick and a 
charter member of the Daughters of Isabella for 69 years.  Her faith was 
an active and vital part of her life.

She was an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan and when it came to NA-
SCAR, Dale Earnhardt, Jr. was her man.  Carmie and Herb loved to dance every chance 
they could.  Most weekends were spent attending a dance somewhere. Most of all her 
heart was in her home where she made a lifetime of treasured memories with her family. 
The time she spent with her family was priceless and the memories that were made will 
live on in their hearts forever.

She is survived by five daughters; Janet Koltun of Springfield, IL, Nancy Greer and 
her husband Ron of Quincy, IL, Joan Ruhs and her husband Greg of Hamilton, IL, Ann 
Sturm of Kahoka, MO and Barbara Alber and her husband Otto of Shelbina, MO, three 
sons; Gerald Schutte of Kahoka, John Schutte and his wife Dayle of Grand Island, NE 
and Daniel Schutte and his wife Cathy of Canton, grandchildren, Kristen (Steve Myers) 
Greer, Zachary Greer, Kyle (Alexandra) Schutte, Sara Schutte, Evan Schutte, Nicholas 
Ruhs, Danielle Ruhs, Amanda Frankel, Tanner Schutte, Andrea (Josh) Kinman, Adam 
(Hannah) Sturm, Anna Sturm, and Matthew Alber, four great grandchildren, Blake My-
ers, Katelynn Myers, Finley Schutte and Jase Kinman, six sisters-in-law, Hilda Schutte of 
Macomb, IL, Patricia Schutte of Yucca Valley, CA, Rita Burn of Springville, NY, Ruth-

anna Garrison of St. Louis, MO, Joan Rodis and her husband Ted of St. Louis, MO, Jane 
Styczynski of Augusta, MO, two brothers-in-law, Dennis Schutte and his wife Doreen of 
St. Louis, MO, Joseph Schutte and his wife Mary of LaGrange, MO, along with numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, twin grand-
daughters, Erin and Erica Alber, two sisters, Emma Danker and Joan Beglin, five broth-
ers, Robert Boudreau, Edward Boudreau, Charles Boudreau, Maurice Vincent (Bode) 
Boudreau and Paul Boudreau, a son-in-law, David Koltun, and two brothers-in-law, 
Edward and Paul Schutte.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday at the Shrine of St. Patrick, 
St. Patrick, MO with Father Rob Fields, Father James Wheeler and Father Tom Alber 
officiating. Burial will be in the St. Patrick Cemetery.

Prayer service and rosary will be held 5 p.m. Tuesday at the Vigen Memorial Home 
prior to the visitation.  Visitation will be held after 11 a.m. Tuesday at the Vigen Memo-
rial Home in Kahoka with the family meeting with friends following the prayer service 
and rosary till 8 p.m. Memorials may be made to the Shrine of St. Patrick Cemetery As-
sociation, or in care of Janet Koltun for the Christmas Angel tree, in memory of Carmie. 
On-line condolences may be made to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

CARMELITA ROSE SCHUTTE

SCHUTTE

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com.
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Opinion/Classifieds

the classifieds
APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

VEHICLES
 FOR SALE

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

2015 Honda Accord EX-14. 
$11,500. Mileage: 72,970. 
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees 
Credit Union 319-376-5237. 
Office Hours: Monday – Fri-
day 7:30 am – 10:00 am; 
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 
pm – 6:30 pm

DRIVERS 
WANTED

We are looking for safe, de-
pendable drivers to join our 
fleet of regional freight haul-
ers.

We Require: Class A CDL & 
minimum age of 23 years.

We Offer: $1500 sign-on bo-
nus, bi-annual safety bonus-
es, health ins., vacation (up 
to 4 weeks), Christmas Club, 
simple IRA retirement plan 
w/company match, riders 
allowed & very competitive 
wages.

We Operate: Late model 
equipment. 100% dry van 
freight. 99% no touch freight. 
Upper Midwest Lanes. No 
East or West Coast!

We value home time as well! 
Our drivers are thru Fort 
Madison a couple times/
week & off weekends!

Call or E-Mail us today! 
See our website for details. 

brad@johnsontruckline.com. 
800-548-3705

 or 319-372-2099
Fax 319-372-1795

johnsontruckline.com
 facebook.com/johnsontruck-

line

HELP WANTED

PRESCHOOL 
ASSOCIATE

Holy Trinity Catholic Early 
Childhood Center has an 
opening for a Preschool As-
sociate. This is a full time po-
sition during the school year, 
benefits eligible; background 
check required. Stop by the 
office from 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 
to complete an application, 
2213 Ave J Fort Madison IA. 
319-372-6428

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953

Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

Medicare Premium $15 
w/Free Generics

“Best Medicare 
plan I have seen 
in 7 years.”

-Joe Rashid, 
Owner

directly across the street from Burlington By the Books, keep you from attending 
the book signing. The burned-out structure is a scary eyesore, yes, and gobbler of 
downtown parking, but a deterrent to merry Christmas shopping it is not. Right 
beside Burlington By the Books is the Art Center of Burlington, where my daughter, 
amongst many other fine local artists, has art on display (hint hint). You can’t be too 
thin, too rich, or have too much artwork. Once again, just in time for Christmas.

I’m going to recommend some movies for holiday entertainment. “Widows,” “The 
Girl in the Spider’s Web” and “Bohemian Rhapsody” are all excellent movies with or 
without buttery popcorn.

“Widows” is perhaps Viola Davis’ finest role to date. Couple her with hunk, Liam 
Neeson, and you have a thriller you’ll be talking and asking questions about for days 
afterwards, like Ginnie and I did. Based in our friendly city of Chicago, “Widows” is 
more than a social statement about politics, crime and race, it is an honest rendition 
of the state-of-our-nation today. Don’t miss it.

Claire Foy “The Girl in the Spider’s Web” is the 4th novel in the “Millennium” Se-
ries, written by David Lagercrantz. You’ve seen (or wanted to see) Claire Foy in “The 
Crown” and “First Man.” Now see her take on a completely different role in “Spider’s 
Web,” which proves her amazing talent as one of today’s finest actors.

I’ve written about “Bohemian Rhapsody” before. Rami Malek as Queen’s iconic 
rock star, Freddie Mercury, is a “must see.” One scene has Malek playing the piano 
upside down. Don’t wait for “Bohemian Rhapsody” to come out on Netflix.

See you at my book signing.
Have a good story? Call of text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 

him at curtswarm@yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are also read 
at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

“Widow”, “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
on holiday movie watch list

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

mailto:brad@johnsontruckline.com
http://johnsontruckline.com
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://www.rashiddrug.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $2500
2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

WhiskeyFriends
Saturday

December 1
8pm-11pm

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
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