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HTC’s Hellman an International 
Future Problem Solver

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Looking into 
the eyes of Holy Trinity Catholic’s 
Michael Hellman and one wonders 
just what’s going on in that young 
mind.

Hellman recently returned from 
the International competition of 
Future Problem Solvers. Hellman 
finished second in the state compe-
tition and earned a trip to the inter-
national competition in Wisconsin.

With the second place finish, 
Hellman was able to go to the com-
petition in what’s called the MAG-
IC teams, which are teams of ran-
dom qualifiers who are put together 
to address futuristic problems.

Hellman, just an 8th grader, 
didn’t place in the competition, 
but in his second year with HTC’s 

Talented and Gifted instructor 
Allison Arevalo, advanced this year 
in the individual contests. He says 
he can’t talk about the topics of the 
competition because FPS regula-
tions tell participants to keep the 
information confidential until the 
following year.

But he said the experience, 
although awkward at first, showed 
him what life was going to be like 
as he moves through his education 
to a career.

“Anything you end up doing in 
life is going to require problem 
solving skills,” Hellman said. “This 
program gives us a chance to use 
our analytical skills and work 
through issues that may challenge 
us professionally.”

The answer may seem like 
something from a junior or senior 
or even someone at the collegiate 

level. But a conversation with Hell-
man is something more than what 
you get from a typical junior high 
student.

Hellman says he wants to go into 
some field of computer science as 
a career, but a simple conversation 
reveals a lot about this young man 
with high aspirations. His eyes dart 
about and hands go to work as he’s 
talking about whatever the topic of 
the day may be.

He said the competition starts at 
the regional level and then win-
ners advance to state. Individual 
and team winners at state advance 
to the international competition. 
Runners-up are invited to the inter-
national competition in a random 
team competition, called MAGIC 
teams which stands for Multi-Affil-

HTC’s Michael Hellman recently returned from a trip to the University of Wisconsin where 
he competed in the International Future Problem Solvers.
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BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The fate of a Fort Madison man 
accused of aiding and abetting the 2016 armed robbery 
of the former Fort Madison Bank & Trust’s west end, is 
now in the hands of a jury.

District Court Judge Mary Ann Brown sent the case to 
the jury at the North Lee County Court-
house in Fort Madison, but not after 
recessing the trial until Friday morning 
at 9 a.m. Assistant Iowa Attorney General 
Andy Prosser and then Burlington public 
defender Jonathan Stesnvaag gave closing 
arguments starting about 3:15 p.m..

Kenneth Lee Lilly, 52, who lives in Fort 
Madison with his girlfriend Amber Sawyer and the 
couple’s children, is charged with aiding and abetting 1st 
degree armed robbery. The state contends that Lilly used 
his maroon GMC suburban to drop off Lafayette Anto-
nio “Tony” Evans on June 29, 2016 and then headed into 
town.

Lilly told Stensvaag during direct examination, that he 
was taking Fentanyl, a powerful narcotic, and another 
pain killer for back issues. Lilly said the drug can make 
his memory fuzzy. Lilly also talked about going to Rock-
ford, Ill., just hours after the robbery saying he already 
had plans to go to Rockford to stay with his mother and 
brother and work on some vehicles. Lilly testified that 

Lilly trial to 
be handed to 
jury Friday

LILLY

City sets Fall clean 
up day schedule

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The City of Fort Madison will be 
conducting City Wide Fall Clean Up on Thursday, Oc-
tober 5; Friday, October 6 and Saturday, October 7. All 
Fort Madison residents may bring their refuse to the 
central location at the City lot at 15th Street & Avenue 
I between the hours of 7:30 am to 4:30 pm (Oct 5 & 
Oct 6) and 8:00 am to 3:00 pm (Oct 7). Residents must 

See LILLY, page 2
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See HELLMAN, page 8
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10/24  Parkview Apts.  
           West Point
 10:00am-Noon

10/26  LCHD  

 (#3 John Bennett Drive)

 Ft. Madison
           Noon-5:30pm

Lee County Health Department - 2017 FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE
10/2  Newberry Center 
         Ft. Madison
         8:30am-Noon

10/3  Twin Oaks Apts. 
         Denmark
         8:30am-10:00am

10/5  Deer Meadow 
         Keokuk
         8:30am-9:30am

10/10  Hotel Iowa 
           Keokuk                  
  8:00am-9:00am

10/10 Hillview Village 
          Ft. Madison 
          10:30am-12:30pm

10/10  West Point Public 
           Library 
           1:00pm-3:00pm

10/12 Mississippi Terrace  
          Keokuk
          8:30am-10:00am

10/12 River Terrace  
          Keokuk
          8:30am-10:00am

10/12 United Methodist  
          Church
          Donnellson
          10:30am-11:30am

10/12 Trinity United  
          Methodist
 Keokuk
          Noon-4:30pm

10/16  Montrose Public 
           Library 
           8:00am-11:00am

10/18  Donnellson
           Public Library
           11:30am-1:30pm

10/19  Eagle Bluff Apts. 
           Ft. Madison
           9:00am-10:00am

10/19  Heritage Center
           Keokuk
           10:00am-Noon

10/19  Rose Michael  
           Gardens 
           Ft. Madison
           1:00pm-2:30pm

Please bring your 
Medicare card with 

you to the clinic.
Private Pay cost $25

Any questions please call 
(319)372-5225 

www.leecountyhd.org

LIKE us on Facebook

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/27/17 - 8:37 a.m. - Fort Madi-
son Police responded to a report 
of a burglary at 330 Avenue D 
in the Police Department lobby.
09/27/17 - 10:28 a.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
at 21st Street and Avenue B.
09/27/17 - 11:45 a.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police arrested Michael Dale 
Gelsinger, 35, of Fort Madison, 
at the jail, on charges of delivery 
of marijuana Class D x2 and 
keeping a drug house, aggravate 
misdemeanor. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
09/27/17 - 12:50 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jessica 
Ann Harwood, 34, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 900 block of 15th 
Street on a warrant for probation 
violation. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/27/17 - 1:50 p.m. - Fort Madi-
son Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
at the 2100 block of Avenue B 
in the Police Department lobby.
09/27/17 - 6:09 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 

to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 400 block of Avenue D.
09/27/17 - 7:51 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Dilon 
Rodrick Charbonneau, 23, 
of Fort Madison, at 21st and 
Avenue C on a charge of 
domestic abuse assault, simple 
misdemeanor. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
09/27/17 - 10:27 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
James Robert Best, 37, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3000 block 
of Avenue J, on a charge of 
Public Intoxication, simple 
misdemeanor. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/27/17 - 9:33 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jordan Siera Brunk, 23, 
of Kahoka, Mo., on Hwy 27 at 
the Iowa-Missouri border near 
St. Francisville, Mo. on a warrant 
for violation of probation. She 
was taken to the Lee County 
Correctional Center and jailed.
09/27/17 - 11:00 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Logan Andrew Ramsey, 
27, of Kahoka, Mo., at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for 4th degree crimi-
nal mischief $200<$500. He 
was taken to the Lee County 
Correctional Center and jailed.
09/27/17 - 11:22 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Carlos Tremayne 
Scruggs, 39, of Burlington, on 
Hwy 61 at mile marker 22 on a 
warrant for hold temporary. He 
was taken to the Lee County 
Correctional Center and jailed.
09/27/17 - 3:10 p.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a two-vehicle accident on the 
Hwy 61 northeast ramp onto Hwy 
2. A vehicle driven by Ayubov 
Mirazim, 25, of West Park, Fla., 
struck a vehicle driven by Pamela 
S. Murphy, 58 of Bushnell, Ill, in 
the near quarter panel. According 
to the report, Murphy had the 
right away in Hwy 2 and Mirazim 
pulled out and struck the vehicle.
09/27/17 - 8:20 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Logan Andrew Ramsey, 
27, of Kahoka, Mo., at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for fugitive from justice. 
He was taken to the Lee County 
Correctional Center and jailed.
09/28/17 - 3:18 a.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Debra Kay Brown, 48, of Burling-
ton, at Wever Junction on a war-
rant for contempt - fail to pay fine/
cost. She was released on bond.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

he’s a part-time mechanic in his brother’s, Brian Lilly’s, repair shop in Rockford.
On cross-examination Prosser asked Lilly how the drugs could possibly affect his 

memory at times during the morning of the robbery as to his whereabouts, but not 
affect his ability to drive to Rockford two hours later.

Lilly said his body can build up a tolerance to the drug and he also had trouble get-
ting to Rockford.

“Look at the text messages and you’ll see one to Amber that said I was having an 
anxiety attack because I had gotten lost,” Lilly told Prosser.

Lilly said he got to Rockford in about 3.5 hours after leaving Fort Madison because 
he was able to get to an AutoZone where he has a commercial account and purchased 
parts for a car he would be working on.

Lilly also had told investigators during questioning prior to his arrest in October, that 
he got up about 10:30 a.m. or 11 on the day of the robbery. The 911 call on the robbery 
came into police at 10:11 a.m. on the 29th. Video evidence showed Lilly at Caseys and 
Kempker’s starting at 8:39 a.m. purchasing cigarettes, and looking for a part for an 
extension cord. Lilly had told investigators he was alone during the trips to Casey’s and 
Kempker’s but then testified Thursday that his kids were with him.

One surveillance video showed what appeared to be a person in the front passenger 
seat when he pulled into Caseys. Lilly said that was probably his oldest son.

“So how do you explain saying you were alone, if your children we’re in the vehicle?,” 
Prosser asked.

“I really don’t see my kids as people, they’re just in the back seat,” Lilly replied.
Lilly said he went back to Casey’s a second time to get gas and snacks for the kids for 

the trip to Rockford that afternoon, but no video evidence was produced of that visit.
Lilly also testified that he thought Evans was suicidal and was attempting suicide by 

cop. During Stensvaag’s questioning, Lilly said he took Evans fishing a couple times to 
help get his mind off his problems.

“I found him crying on the floor one night saying no one loved him or cared about 
him and I stayed up with him all night trying to make him laugh,” Lilly said.

Prosser asked him why, if Evans was looking for a cop to shoot him, would he turn 
and run from the cops at one door of the bank and head out the the other door away 
from police.  Lilly just replied that it was his opinion that Evans was suicidal.

Fort Madison Police officers shot and killed Evans as he was trying to escape the bank 
with a large amount of cash.

Lilly claims Evans was 
looking for suicide by cop

LILLY - Continued from Page 1

Click to watch the video to find out how we’re
helping our students exceed their educational potential.

807 Avenue G, Fort Madison | 319-250-0952
Visit us online at www.tkef.org
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when you buy a new set of 4 qualifying tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2017

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

Take the Money & Ride Fall Savings Event! 

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319-372-2478
Mon - Thurs: 7:30am - 5:30pm

Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm

Ask about our NEW 
Customer Friendly  

DIGITAL INSPECTIONS  

GRIFFIN’S
Fall Coupons

Must mention 
“Pen City Current Coupon”
at time of service or show 

ad via your mobile 
device for savings!
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U.S. Postage
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535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-2478
www.griffinmuffler.com
DF2478

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion.See store for 
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Help promote fuel mileage, tread wear, 
and restore lost handling. Save on 

2 and 4 wheel alignments. 
Recommended every year/15,000 miles.

FREE

ALIGNMENT CHECK

 With purchase of 4 tires

SERVICE SAVINGS
ANY SERVICE 
OVER $50.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $200.00

ANY SERVICE 
OVER $100.00

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

$20 OFF

FREE
TIRE DISPOSAL  20 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

WITH PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.GRIFFINMUFFLER.COM 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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Click This Ad 
for more details or to schedule your 

appointment online!

Receive up to
$60 

Pre-Paid Visa Card
On a qualifying 

purchase of brake pads
Now through September 30th, 2017

Sign up for our 
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card today!

6 Mos. Special 
Financing On All 

Purchases of 
$199 or more. 

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.grrwa.com
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Plan on escaping your winter blues this year 

and join Trailways as we head to the Caribbean!

 The RIU Palace Tropical Bay Resort is located on Negril’s 7 Mile Beach, one of 
Jamaica’s most stunning! The amenities available at the RIU are countless, and they’ll 
make your stay unforgettable.  Overlooking Bloody Bay on the Caribbean coast, this all-
inclusive resort with Victorian-style details is right on the water. The Seven Mile Beach is 
known for its white sands, and very calm and crystal clear waters. You’re guaranteed to 
have fun at this Jamaican beach resort!

double $2,625pp // single $3,300 Tour Includes:
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation // On-board Friendly Host
• Pre-night hotel stay at Drury Inn, St. Louis with Kickback Reception
• Round-trip, non-stop flight from St. Louis, MO to Montego Bay
• 8 days, 7 nights at the RIU Tropical Bay Negril
• ALL food, beverages, alcohol, and gratuities are included while at the resort

riu tropical bay resort jamaica //  feb 16-24, 2018

 Come along with Trailways Travel as we climb aboard the beautiful Carnival 
Conquest and head for the open seas! We’ll be departing from Port Everglades in Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL for eight days, seven nights at sea! We’ll enjoy three fun days out at sea, 
and make stops in St. Maarten, St. Kitts, San Juan and Grand Turk!

as low as: double $2,600pp // single $3,575 Tour Includes:
• Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
• An On-board Friendly Host
• 5 nights Hotel Accommodations
• Luggage Handling (1 bag per person)
• 8-day Exotic Eastern Caribbean Cruise aboard the Carnival Conquest
• 8 Meals pre & post cruise
• All cruise gratuities

exotic cruise carnival conquest //  feb 16-24, 2018

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162
3211 Divison St • Burlington, IA 52601
www.trailwaystravel.com

HTC breezes past Danville in 3
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - De-
spite a sluggish start, Holy 
Trinity Catholic rolled to 
a 25-22, 25-10, 25-7 win 
over visiting Danville on 
Thursday night in South-
east Iowa Superconference 
volleyball action.

The Lady Crusaders, 
now 20-3 on the season, 
had trouble shaking the 
Bears in game one, even 
with an 11-3 lead to start 
the game. Danville came 
back and tied the game at 
17 and the two teams trad-
ed points until HTC was 
up 23-20. Emily Box got 
a kill  to put the Crusad-
ers up 24-20 but Danville 
hung around to put up two 
more points before Holy 
Trinity was able to put the 
game away on the next 
rally.

Junior Emily Box had 
a team-high eight blocks 
to lead Holy Trinity. But 
she said the first game the 
team just made too many 
mistakes.

“The first game we just 
had a lot of mental mis-
takes and errors. Those are 
pretty easy to fix. I think 
the second game we picked 
it up and played better,” 
Box said.

Head Coach Melissa 
Freesmeier said she’d been 
waiting for Box to step 
up defensively with the 
blocks.

“Box was a force at the 
net tonight and we haven’t 
seen that in a while, so I 
think she had some fun 
with that,” Freesmeier said.

She also led the team 
with 20 kills on 27 attacks 
on the offensive side of 
the match. She leads the 
state in Class 1A with 330 
kills on the season, a full 
50 ahead of North Tama 
sophomore Katie Kopriva.

Freesmeier agreed that 
the girls made too many 
mistakes out of the gate.

“We just made too many 
errors in that game,” she 
said. “We had four hitting 
errors in a row and and 
at some point you have 
to correct that. We didn’t 
control the ball like we like 
to do and in games 2 and 3 
we did.”

The Crusaders rolled 
easier through the second 
and third sets of the match 
without much of a stand 
from Danville.

Senior Maya Rashid, 
who leads the state in 
Class 1A with 562 assists 
on the year after tonight, 
had 28 assists on the night, 
eight digs, and was 5 of 6 
serving.

Senior Samantha Hoenig 
continued her torrid pace 
from the serving line 
going 24 of 24 with 10 
aces. Hoenig has  a 98.9% 
serve efficiency on the year 
and is second in the state 
in Class 1A on successful 
serves with 279.

The Crusaders are com-
ing off their 2nd loss of 
the season to New London 
at the Superconference 
finals Saturday at SCC after 
knocking off Central Lee 
and West Burlington both 
2-0.

Freesmeier said coming 
into the season she knew 
New London would have a 
strong program.

“We’re 1-2 with them 
right now. They have a 
great program and those 
are the games you wait 
for and you find out who 

at the end has the will to 
win,” she said. “We fell 
short Saturday night but it 
wasn’t from a lack of effort 
and the kids are looking 
forward to going back out 
there again.”

Box said for the year the 
Crusaders still have some 
kinks to work out.

“I think for the year we 
still have to work at getting 
better and I hope we can 
make those changes before 
it becomes real for all of 
us in a couple weeks,” she 
said.

The Crusaders will 
face some of their stiffest 
competition of the year on 
Saturday when they travel 
to Urbandale for an invi-
tational and then head to 
New London on Thursday 
to try and even the season 
series there.

Crusaders 2nd at 
W-MU 5k Invite

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Holy Trinity boys varsity 
cross country team continues it’s stellar season and 
Matt Hellige continues to rack up top-5 finishes for the 
Crusaders.

Hellige had the top time for HTC and took 3rd over-
all at the meet with a time of 17:31.62. But the Crusad-
ers put four more runners across the line in under 20 
minutes to take 2nd place in the team competition.

Blake Crabtree was next for HTC with a time of 
18:30.59. Adam Rauenbuehler finished third for the 
Crusaders and 25th overall with a time of 19:19.87 just 
under two seconds ahead of Jacob Mohrfeld at 19.21.16 
who took the 26th spot overall.

Brant Holtkamp rounded out the scoring for the 
HTC with a 30th-place finish overall and 29 points for 
an even 100 for the Crusaders as a team.

Ben Abolt was just behind Holtkamp in 31st and 
Chandler Rung took 59th place overall.

In the junior varsity match, Wyatt Hellman took 12th 
overall with a 22:55.57 time and Kyle Scheetz finished 
14th with a time of 23:00.85.

In the girls junior high 2-mile run Mary Hellige fin-
ished 14th overall with a 15:07.70 and Elliot Dostalek, 
took 25th place overall at 18:03.05.

For the boys junior high run, Philip Goldie again 
earned a top time taking 1st place with a 10:55.25 time 
in the 2-mile run. Mikey DiPrima took 10th overall at 
12:21.50 and Michael Hellman finished in 17th place 
with a 12:34.28.  Nick Fullenkamp took 30th place

Hellige takes 3rd; Goldie 
wins boys junior high run

HTC’s Madison Mohrfeld tries to end a point 
against Danville in the first set of a 25-22, 25-
10, 25-7 win at Shottenkirk Gymnasium.

http://www.trailwaystravel.com/Tours/All_Multi-Day_Tours
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
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Lottery Numbers/Classifieds

9/28 MID-DAY
3 9 6

9/28 EVENING
0 4 0

 9/28 MID-DAY
2 3 5 0

9/28 EVENING
3 1 8 1 

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 9/28
9 10 12 16 32
Lucky Ball: 14

Pen City Current encourages you to play responsibly.

Open: Tues thru Sat 9am to 6pm

www.dollhousedreams.com

   820 Ave. G  •  Ft. Madison, Ia
877-875-6500

Like 
us 
on 

Saturday, September 30th 9am-6pm
HUGE KICK OFF SALE

25% OFF All Melissa & Doug Toys
September 30th - October 31st

Largest selection in the Tri-State Area!
Great opportunity to start your Christmas Shopping!

Featuring 

Take a step back in time with our hand scooped 
Ice Cream Fountain Soda!

Now serving Panini’s & Kid’s Meals!
QUALIFY & ENTER TO WIN!!!

MYTHICAL CREATURE GIVE-A-WAY
Tickets are now available for your 

FREE ENTRY into our 
Giant Dragon or Giant Unicorn Give-A-Way

valued over $99.00
Drawing to be held on October 28th at 2:00pm. 

Stop by today to enter!

th
anniversary
Celebration

Megan’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison

Community School
District

1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Regular Meeting
September 25, 2017

I. The meeting was called 
to order by President Lamb 
at 6:02 p.m. Directors Ross, 
DiPrima, Young, Hotop, 
Wondra and Hope were 
present. Also present were 
Superintendent Slater, 
Director of Curriculum and 
Student Services Harmon 
and Secretary Elmore.

II. Recognition of guests. 
President Lamb welcomed 
members of the audience 
and explained the proce-
dures for the meeting.

III. Reading of Foundation 
documents. The Board read 
and reviewed the Founda-
tion documents consisting 
of the vision, mission and 
beliefs statements and the 
Goals for the Fort Madison 
Community School District.

IV. Monthly communica-
tions

A. Student Rep report. 
High School Student Gov-
ernment Representative 
Sierra Howardson shared 
information regarding ongo-
ing and upcoming activities 
at the High School.

B. Curriculum Corner. 
Kevin Moon gave an update 
to the Board regarding sum-
mer capital improvement 
projects.

C. “Did You Know?” The 
“Did You Know?” document 
was accepted as presented.

D. Superintendent Goal 
Report. National School 
Safety Conference. Superin-
tendent Slater, Patrick Lamb 
and Brent Zirkel shared 
information from the recent 
National School Safety 
Conference that they had 
attended.

V. Approve the agenda. It 
was moved by DiPrima and 
seconded by Young to ap-
prove the agenda as present-
ed. The motion passed on a 

7-0 voice vote.
VI. Consent agenda. It 

was moved by Hope and 
seconded by Young to 
approve the consent agenda 
as presented. The consent 
agenda consisted of minutes 
from the August 21, 2017 
regular meeting, the Septem-
ber 11, 2017 work session, 
financial reports from the 
monthly balance sheet, 
revenue summary sheet, ex-
penditure report and activity 
report; accounts payable for 
the August weekly war-
rants, September computer 
warrants, activity warrants 
and nutrition fund; resigna-
tions from Codi Bunnell as 
central office secretary, Gina 
Marsh as bus driver, Kristy 
Woodley as asst. track 
(throwers) coach, Jayson 
Wulf as JV boys basketball 
coach, Jeremy Beelman as 
freshman boys basketball 
coach, Michelle Spindlow as 
Middle School associate and 
Emily Bruxvoort as Lincoln 
associate; employment of 
Dana Smith as 8th grade 
volleyball coach, Dana 
Smith as Junior class spon-
sor (1/2), Jeremy Beelman 
as JV boys basketball coach, 
Andrew Troxel as asst. track 
(throwers) coach (1/2) and 
Sharlynn Upton as Middle 
School girls track coach; 
contract modifications for 
Cathy Hoppman, Lincoln 
associate, increase in hours 
and Jan Platt, Richardson 
associate, increase in hours. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

VII. Action Item
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services
1. Consider approval of 

Title I grant. Director of 
Curriculum and Student

Services Harmon pre-
sented information from the 
Title I grant application.

It was moved by Wondra 
and seconded by Young to 
approve the Title I

grant application as pre-
sented. The motion passed 
on a 7-0 voice vote.

B. Superintendent
1. Consider approval of 

lane changes. The Board re-
viewed the lane changes. It

was moved by Wondra 
and seconded by Young to 
approve the lane changes

as submitted. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

2. Consider approval of 
the request for the AP fifth 
grade archaeological dig trip

to Francisville, MO. The 
Board reviewed the trip 
request. It was moved by

Hotop and seconded by 
Wondra to approve the AP 
fifth grade archaeological

dig trip request as present-
ed. The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

3. Consider approval of 
the request for travel from 
Andy Mitchell to attend the

National Athletic Confer-
ence in Phoenix, AZ. The 
Board reviewed the trip

request. It was moved 
by Hotop and seconded by 
DiPrima to approve the

trip request from Andy 
Mitchell to attend the Na-
tional Athletic Conference in

Phoenix, AZ as presented. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

4. Consider approval of 
the Middle School Science 
trip to Florida. The Board

reviewed the trip request. 
It was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by

Wondra to approve the 
trip request from Kelly 
Hackett for the Middle 
School

Splash into Science trip 
to Florida as presented. The 
motion passed on 7-0

voice vote.
5. Consider approval of 

the request for travel from 
Bonnie Slee and the FFA

students. The Board 
reviewed the trip request. It 
was moved by Hotop and

seconded by Ross to ap-
prove the trip request from 
Bonnie Slee for the FFA

group to attend the Na-
tional FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, IN as

PUBLIC NOTICES

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.facebook.com/dollhousedreams
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Saturday, Sept. 30th
7:30pm

BRAD & STEPH

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday

thru
Saturday 5:00pm

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

6. Consider annual Board 
appointments. The Board 
reviewed and considered the

Annual Board Appoint-
ments. It was moved by 
DiPrima and seconded by

Young to approve the 
Annual Board Appointments 
as submitted. The

motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

a. Kim Harmon, Title IIA, 
Title VI, Title IX, ADA and 
504 coordinator

b. Kim Harmon, com-
pliance officer (Step II) of 
grievance procedure as

it relates to discrimination 
issues

c. Erin Slater, child abuse 
/ harassment alternate inves-
tigator

(Level I), AAO / EOE 
officer

d. Kim Harmon, child 
abuse / harassment investi-
gator (Level I)

e. Kevin Moon, asbestos 
coordinator

f. Sandra Elmore, insur-
ance trustee IEBP

g. Reconsideration com-
mittee i. Licensed employee 
– Mary Hellige ii. Media 
specialist – Michelle Bentler 

iii. Administrator – Kim 
Harmon iv. Community 
member – Martha Wolf

v. High School represen-
tative – Mercedee Doty and 
Nakkia Ross

7. Consider approval of 
Vicki Stephenson as AEA 
Representative. It was 
moved by Hope and second-
ed by Young to approve Vic-
ki Stephenson as the AEA 
Representative. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

C. Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Manager

1. Consider approval of 
Disposal Report. The Board 
reviewed the Disposal 
Report. It was moved by 
Wondra and seconded by 
Diprima to approve the Dis-
posal Report for the 2016-
2017 school year as present-
ed. The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

2. Consider approval of 
Certified Annual Report for 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 
2017. The Board reviewed 
the Certified Annual Report. 
It was moved by Wondra 
and seconded by DiPrima to 
approve the Certified Annual 
Report as presented. The 
motion passed on 7-0 voice 
vote.

3. Consider approval of 
Special Education Sup-
plement for Fiscal Year 
ended June 30, 2017. The 
Board reviewed the Special 
Education Supplement. It 
was moved by Young and 
seconded by DiPrima to 
approve the Special Educa-
tion Supplement and SBRC 
request for the $461,308.05 
negative balance as present-
ed. The motion passed on a 
7-0 voice vote.

4. Consider approval of 
Transportation Report for 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 
2017. The Board reviewed 
the Transportation Report. 
It was moved by Wondra 
and seconded by Young to 
approve the Transportation 
Report as presented. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

5. Consider approval 
of SBRC request – LEP 
Allowable Cost application. 
The Board reviewed the 
SBRC request. It was moved 
by Wondra and second-
ed by Young to approve 
the SBRC request- LEP 
Allowable Cost application 
in the amount of $13,549.23 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

6. Approve Depository 
Resolution. The Board 
reviewed the Depository 
Resolution. It was moved 
by Young and seconded by 
Hope to approve the Deposi-
tory Resolution as presented. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

7. Approve Abstract of 
Votes – School Board Elec-
tion. The Board reviewed 
the Abstract of Votes. It was 
moved by DiPrima and sec-
onded by Ross to approve 
the Abstract of Votes as pre-
sented. The motion passed 
on a 7-0 voice vote.

VIII. Selection of tempo-
rary chair for organization 
meeting. Consensus was 
given for Board Secretary 
Elmore to perform the duties 
of temporary chair for the 
organization meeting.

IX. Adjourn 2016-2017 
Board sine die. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

President
Date
Secretary

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WORK SESSION
October 2, 2017

6:00 P.M.
AGENDA

   I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum

     II. Recognition of 
guests  

III. Approve the agenda
    IV. Finalize IASB Pre-

sentation
     V. Adjourn

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://careers.wlfoods.com


ADVERTISE
in a

brand new 
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622

Lee (319)371.4125

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

ROUTE DRIVER 
ASSISTANT

Must be reliable, work in fast 
pace environment, able to 
lift 50-75 lbs. and work in all 
climates of weather. Start-
ing wage is 15.00 per hour 
with uniforms.  Only quali-
fied serious applicants apply.

Floyd’s EZ Way
Container Service, Inc.
2133 Summer Street

Burlington, Iowa 52601
319-752-5394

Place your ad
online 24/7
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Classifieds

Of the WEEKHome

$134,900
Listing #20166051

530 Avenue C
Fort Madison, Iowa

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage
Want a room with a view? Well this house provides that from 6 of the 8 rooms in 
the house!! A beautiful RIVERVIEW...AND a completely updated 3 bedroom, 2 
LARGE bath home. From the amazing living room & dining room to the new kitch-
en...from the stunning walnut hardwood floors to the beautiful new interior doors...
this house offers it all!! New kitchen with Amish made cabinets & countertops, light-
ing, stair treads, rail & banister, hardwood, quartz countertops in up bath, walk-in 
closet (that has been fully customized)off dressing room, air tub in master bath and 
so much more!!!! New retaining walls were put in 2013. This is a definite MUST see 
home!!! And by the way...536 Ave. C can be purchased with this as a package deal!!!!

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Executive Director

United Way of the Great River Region which serves Lee 
County in Iowa, Hancock County in Illinois and Clark Coun-
ty in Missouri is seeking an Executive Director to manage all 
aspects of a non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
lives in the area of health, education and financial stability.
  
Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Exec-
utive Director is responsible for all administrative, fund-
raising, fund distribution, operations, donor and commu-
nity relations of the organization. The Executive Director 
is also responsible for developing key external and inter-
nal collaborations, partnerships, relationships and grant 
writing which include the Board of Directors, community 
partners, leaders and staff. The Executive Director will 
manage full-time and part-time staff as well as multiple 
volunteers with various responsibilities as aligned with 
the UWGRR strategic plan.  College degree with major 
in business, management or marketing is encouraged.  
Non-profit experience, particularly with United Way a plus.

This is a full-time salaried position.  Salary is negotiable.  
Benefits include vacation and sick pay.   United Way of 
the Great River Region is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Send letters of application and resumes to: 
Pam Bierwirth, UWGRR President  

pam-bierwirth@hotmail.com
or PO Box 251, Keokuk, IA  52632 

Deadline for application is September 30, 2017

http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.teamssi.com
mailto:pam-bierwirth%40hotmail.com?subject=Executive%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current


iate Global Issues Compe-
tition.

Arevalo said the MAG-
IC teams are engaged in a 
more diverse and compli-
cated competition because 
there is no prep time and 
there is no familiarity with 
other team members. It’s a 
random collaboration.

“The other teams that 
are up there are teams 
that have been competing 
together for years. His 
is more of a challenge 

because his team didn’t 
compete with each other. 
So it’s a totally different 
category,” she said.

The groups were re-
sponsible for identifying 
solutions out of a group of 
problems facing the future 
and then had to categorize 
the solutions based on 
several factors like cost, 
efficiency, applications, etc. 
to score points based on 
the realities of the solu-
tions. Hellman said he had 

two hours working with 
his group.

“No. 1, it’s very enjoyable 
to do and it’s a little intense 
at times,” Hellman said. 
“They don’t give you much 
time. At the same time 
you rattle out a bunch of 
ideas and no one’s going to 
criticize you because it’s all 
brainstorming. “It inter-
ests me because the fields 
I want to go into require 
a lot of problem solving. 
All those places at some 
point involve the problem 
solving skills you learn at 
Future Problem Solvers. 
You gotta come up with 
creative ideas.”

Arevalo said the com-
petition runs deeper than 
career preparation.

“They’re making ca-
reers that Problem Solvers 
would help you prepare 

for. But in life, in general, 
really what they’re doing 
is looking at problems that 
seem overwhelming, or 
many many problems, and 
picking those problems 
out,” she said. “Just the de-
cision-making process and 
looking at all the problems 
is overwhelming but the 
prioritizing and identify-
ing solutions is something 
that goes with every aspect 
of life.”

Arevalo said she’s new at 
the program, but she’s had 
a couple teams go to state 
and she still has a lot to 
learn about it.

“When you see what 
the program is, certain 
kids stand out and I knew 
Michael would be perfect 
for this,” she said.

Hellman said the ran-
dom setting of teams is 
also a valuable part of the 
competition.

“The first half hour we 
were doing problems but 
we were also testing the 
waters with each other. 
I was a little shy but I 
decided to handle it this 
way. Instead of worrying 
about what they are going 
to think, I thought of it 
like - if this goes well we’ll 
talk with each other and if 
not, these people live in a 
completely different state, - 
so you just put yourself out 
there,” he said.

“I want to do it again 
for sure but I realized that 
Future Problem Solvers is 
a lot bigger than I thought 
it was. There were easi-
ly 5,000 people there. I 
learned new techniques, 
but you need to not have 
everyone focusing on 
the same thing, halfway 
through maybe someone 
starts the planning stage 
and then halfway through 

that someone starts with 
the action plan.”

HTC principal Michael 
Sheerin said Hellman’s 
success at the convention 
brings a different kind of 
prestige to the school.

“I think that Michael 
brings a special addition to 
our school,” Sheerin said. 
“Most schools are caught 
up in athletics and fine 
arts and they make a lot of 
noise and get attention, but 
students like Michael are 
under utilized. The great 
thing about this program 
is it gives students like him 
and others an avenue to be 
recognized for the won-
derful skills they bring to 
the school. They really do 
enrich our program and 
diversify our school.

“We’re very happy Mi-
chael’s family chooses to 
send him here and what a 
great ambassador he is.”
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From the Front/Weather

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?
choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing 
companies has immediate openings for

highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS 
EVERY TUESDAY

9AM-3PM

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 29 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 72.5º F | Low – 48.3º F

SAT 30 Sep

A Few Clouds
High– 69.5º F | Low – 53.5º F

SUN 01 Oct

Clear Skies
High – 69.6º F | Low – 59.5º F

MON 02 Oct

Light Rain
High– 75.9º F | Low – 67.7º F

TUE 03 Oct

Clear Skies
High– 77.6º F | Low – 68.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

provide a valid form of identification and City Water 
Bill in order to place refuse items in dumpsters. Please 
call 372-7700 x 201 for more information or check the 
City Website at http://www.fortmadison-ia.com/.

There are many residents within the City of Fort 
Madison who cannot bring or do not have the where-
with-all to bring their items to the central location 
site at 15th Street & Avenue I during City Wide Fall 
Clean Up. If you are interested in being a Good Samar-
itan by helping these folks out please call City Hall at 
(319) 372-7700 x 201 and leave your name and phone 
number so that we may call upon you to assist those in 
need.

In conjunction with the City Wide Fall Clean Up the 
City of Fort Madison will allow four (4) extra garbage 
bags of regular garbage (40 pounds or less) per house-
hold the weeks of October 9, 2017 through October 
27, 2017. Residents should place their garbage at the 
regular pickup location by 6:00 am on the morning of 
their regular pickup day.

Hellman competes on MAGIC team at Wisconsin competition
HELLMAN - Continued from Page 1

City looking for volunteers to help with pickup
CLEAN UP - Continued from Page 1

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.webesalsa.com
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com
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