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The Holy Trinity Catholic Junior High Choir, led by Stewart Beyer, prior to lowering the flag 
to half mast on 9/11, sang “The National Anthem” in honor and remembrance of the 9/11 
tragedy.

Photo courtesy of  Holy Trinity Catholic

Submitted article

DES MOINES – Gov. Kim Reynolds received word 
Wednesday that President Donald Trump has par-
tially approved her request for a Presidential Disaster 
Declaration for counties impacted by severe storms 
and tornadoes on July 19, 2018.

The declaration will make assistance available to 
public and nonprofit entities in Lee, Marshall, Mari-
on and Van Buren counties under the federal Public 
Assistance Program. A Presidential Disaster Declara-
tion for Public Assistance puts into motion long-term 
federal recovery programs, some of which are partial-
ly matched by state programs and designed to help 
public entities and select nonprofits. Public Assistance 
funds may be used for emergency work and the repair 
or replacement of disaster-damaged facilities and 
may include debris removal, emergency protective 
measures, repair of damaged public property, loans 
needed by communities for essential government 
functions and grants for public schools. Damage 
assessments in the four declared counties showed an 
estimated $6 million worth of damage that could be 
eligible under the Public Assistance Program. 

The governor also received notification that this 
Presidential Disaster Declaration will make available 
funding to conduct hazard mitigation activities for 
the entire state. With this funding, Iowa will be able 
to minimize the impact of future disasters by taking 
steps to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people 
and property from natural hazards.

Still under review is the governor’s request for fund-
ing under the federal Individual Assistance Program 
for homeowners, renters and businesses in Marshall 

Area counties get 
some federal aid 
for July storms

See STORMS, page 3

Fraise to wrap up Future Ready summit on 25th
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK - A local economic development official 
will be a speaker at an upcoming Future Ready Iowa 
summit in Burlington.

The Future Ready program is a statewide workforce 
initiative created by Gov. Kim Reynolds that aims to 
close Iowa’s skilled workforce gap by encouraging 70 
percent of working Iowans to achieve education or 

training beyond high school by 2025.
The summit is an effort to gather 

area educators, business leaders, hu-
man resource professionals, economic 
developers, community organizers, and 
other interested citizens with a focus on 
collaborative options to improve the re-
gion’s workforce, according to a release 

Thursday from the Governor’s office.
The event is set for Sept. 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

at the Comfort Suites in Burlington. Registration is 
required and can be done at www.eventbrite.com by 
clicking on the Future Ready Iowa Summit link.

Lee County Economic Development Group COO 
Dennis Fraise said he was honored and humbled to be 
asked to speak at the event.

“There’s no more important issue for the region 
than this,” Fraise said.

FRAISE

Parent takes abuse claim to state education board
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The 
parent of a former Fort 
Madison Middle School 
student has filed a com-
plaint with an Iowa board 
that could launch an inves-
tigation into how school 
officials handled an alleged 
abuse incident last year.

Brian Wright, of Fort 
Madison, has submitted 
a complaint to the Iowa 
Board of Educational 
Examiners after citing sev-
eral Fort Madison School 
Board policy violations 
surrounding the investiga-
tion of an alleged assault 
he claims his daughter suf-
fered at the hands of Fort 
Madison Middle School 
principal Todd Dirth.

Wright al-
leges Dirth 
grabbed 
his daugh-
ter’s arm, 
detaining 
her after she 

failed to say 
“Good Morning” as part of 
a daily morning greeting 
routine at the school in the 
fall. Wright claims Dirth 
left a bruise on his daugh-

ter’s arm.
School board policy 

402.3-r-1 regarding alleged 
abuse, requires a written, 
signed, and witnessed re-
port to be submitted to the 
district and Wright said he 
didn’t complete a written 
report, but said he was 
never instructed to do so 
in conversations with the 

WRIGHT

See COMPLAINT, page 7

See SUMMIT, page 5
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Snowy days 
are right 

around the 
corner 

 

… so now’s the time to plan ahead! 
Sure, it’s hot now. But the days are already getting shorter. Are you ready 

for the shoveling, the shivering and the social limitations of winter? 
 

You won’t have to worry about dark, icy roads or feeling cooped up this 
winter if you’re safe, warm and enjoying life at The Kensington. Choose 
your apartment now and move in any time before November 1. You’ll get 

one month’s free rent to redeem any time after the third month. We’ll 
even pay for a professional to move your furniture! 

 

Just don’t wait too long — availability is limited. 
 

For more information about this hot deal please call 
Victoria at (319) 372 4233, or send an email to: 

VMatlock@Kensington-Evergreen.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2210 Ave H, Fort Madison IA    Kensington-Evergreen.com 
 

Join our Facebook Family! 
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RSVP/United Way is searching for volunteers to volunteer their time at 
the following locations: Richardson Elementary & Lincoln Elementary in 
Fort Madison, Central Lee Elementary in Donnellson, and Hawthorne 
Elementary in Keokuk.

Do you love to read?
Do you want to see kids succeed in school?

Join our efforts to improve literacy in your community.

If interested in volunteering, please contact:
Keokuk

Sue at 319-524-4504
vc@unitedwaygrr.org

Fort Madison & Central Lee
Tammy at 319-372-8043
rsvp@unitedwaygrr.org

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/10/18 - 1:01 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L
09/11/18 - 8:07 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue G.
09/10/18 - 10:34 p.m. - 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Edward Matthew Smutney, 
45, of Fort Madison in 
the 200 block of Avenue 
E on a charge of driving 
under suspension.
09/11/18 - 7:04 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
3300 block of Avenue L.
09/11/18 - 7:59 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2700 block of Avenue C.
09/12/18 - 12:36 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 1500 
block of Avenue M.
09/12/18 - 2:57 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a proper-
ty damage accident at 
the intersection of 14th 
Street and Avenue I.

09/11/18 - 9:48 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Earl 
Rondnell Simmons, 44, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
3200 block of Avenue L, 
on a charge of driving 
while barred. He was 
released upon citation.
09/12/18 - 2:34 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Jennie 
Marie Kristina Svejda, 32, 
of Keokuk, in the 3200 
block of Avenue N, on a 
charge of driving under 
suspension. She was 
released upon citation.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/07/18 - 10:02 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident in the 1000 block 
of 240th Avenue. A vehicle 
driven by Nathan Paul 
Dunham, 51, of West Burl-
ington, struck the rear-end 
of a vehicle driven by Ryan 
Alan Frank, 38, of Oakville. 
Dunham was cited for 
failure to maintain control. 
No injuries or other citations 
were issued at the scene.
09/08/18 - 12:00 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a hit and run 
at the Jet Stop in Denmark. 
A maroon Ford Expedition 
was seen leaving the scene 

after allegedly striking a 
vehicle that was parked in 
a stall on the property. No 
citations or injuries were 
reported at the scene.
09/10/18 - 9:32 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested Justin Hay, 
28, of Washington, at 
the sheriff’s office on a 
charge of interference 
with corrections-assault. 
He was held in custody.
09/10/18 - 12:37 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jesse James 
Mazzoccoli, 44, of Warsaw, 
Ill., on a charge of being 
a fugitive from justice. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/10/18 - 3:45 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Nicolas Ryan 
Mullins, 33, of Keokuk 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a warrant for violation of 
parole. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/10/18 - 4:08 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jacob Allen Ander-
son, 28, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a charge 
of being a fugitive from 
justice. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/10/18 - 6:07 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested Christine Michelle 
Pennington, 38, of Ham-
ilton, Ill., at the Siemens 
Factory in Montrose, on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/11/18 - 7:15 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Betty Jo Mendoza, 
41, of Wilton, Iowa, at the 
sheriff’s office on a war-
rant for failure to appear. 
She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and released 
upon paying a fine.
09/11/18 - 2:39 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Michelle Lynne 
Ringstrom, 43, of Keokuk, at 
the Des Moines County Jail 
in Burlington on a charge 
of violation of probation. 
She was held in custody.
Those individuals listed 
above are considered 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison 
Fire & Rescue report

09/10/18 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to two medical calls.
09/11/18 - Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call, 
one burn complaint 
and one false alarm.

and Polk counties for the July 19, 2018, severe weather 
and tornadoes. Federal Individual Assistance Program 
funding provides disaster survivors with programs 
and services to maximize recovery, including assis-
tance with housing, personal property replacement, 
medical expenses and legal services.  

The governor requested the declaration on Aug. 17, 
2018. 

This is the second Presidential Disaster Declaration 
granted to Iowa this year. On Aug. 20, 2018, President 
Trump granted the governor’s request for Public As-
sistance Program funding for 30 counties impacted by 
flooding and severe weather from June 6-July 2, 2018. 
Gov. Reynolds had also requested Individual Assis-
tance Program funding for four counties impacted by 
flooding and severe weather during that same time 
period. Her request was denied on Aug. 22, 2018.

The governor submitted a letter of appeal to FEMA 
on Sept. 11, 2018, asking that they reconsider their 
denial. FEMA’s response to the governor’s appeal is 
pending.  

Gov. Reynolds still has 
FEMA appeal pending

STORMS - Continued from Page 1

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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https://www.facebook.com/UWGRR/
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Obituaries/Sports

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Exhibition
11:40 a.m. - Fort Madison Middle School
Class 1A/2A
Noon - Cardinal, Eldon
12:20 p.m. - Springville
12:40 p.m. - West Burlington
1 p.m. - Central Lee
1:20 p.m. - Mediapolis
1:40 p.m. - Wapello
Class 3A
2 p.m. - Centerville
2:20 p.m. - West Liberty
2:40 p.m. - Washington
Class 4A
3 p.m. - Ottumwa
3:20 p.m. - Davenport
Exhibition
3:40 p.m. - Fort Madison
4 p.m. - Awards

FMMS Opening perFOrMance 
@ 12p.M.

14 Marching BandS perFOrMing

FMhS exhiBitiOn perFOrMance 
@ 3:40p.M. 

StudentS & SeniOrS - $5
adultS - $8

FMMS pie ShOppe
(Single SliceS & whOle pieS)

Full cOnceSSiOn StandS

15th Annual

Saturday, Sept. 15th

Band Classic

Gates open at 11am

Come cheer on your 
Favorite Band!

DEATH NOTICE

GENE GERHARDT
Gene Gerhardt, 82, of Niota, Illinois, passed away 

at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at the West 
Point Care Center in West Point, Iowa. Services are 
pending with Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home in 
Nauvoo, Illinois.

Hounds face 4A’s top rusher
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It’s gonna be a game of here’s 
what we do, see if you can stop us.

The Fort Madison Bloodhounds will travel to 
Bracewell Stadium Friday to take on the Burlington 
Grayhounds for the first time since 2015 when the 
Bloodhounds walked out with a baseball-ish 5-3 win. 
Burlington had just 142 yards of offense in the game.

But the Grayhounds of 2018 have the state’s lead-
ing rusher in Class 4A in senior Taven Harris who’s 
racked up 709 yards on 78 carries for a blistering 9.1 
yards per attempt. However the Grayhounds are 1-2 
on the season with losses to Ottumwa and Clinton. 
They recorded a 31-6 win over Keokuk in week 2.

Fort Madison Head Coach Tony Shiffman said it’s 
no secret what Burlington will do offensively and 
the Bloodhounds will have to be stout on defense to 
contain Harris and force Burlington into passing situ-
ations. The Grayhounds have completed eight passes 
in three games for just over 100 yards.

 “He’s a load. He’s third overall rushing in the state,” 
Shiffman said of Harris. “They know he’s their guy 
and he’s going to get the ball. They put a lot of faith 
in their offensive line and they won’t try to hide it or 
sugar coat it. They’re going to give him the ball 25 to 
30 times and it’s up to you to stop it.”

Shiffman said he issued a challenge to the Blood-
hound defense to stop Harris and make BHS play a 
different game, but he said he won’t put any special 
defenses in place to slow Harris.

 “I told the kids, he’s gonna get his yards, but we’re 
not going to make any wholesale changes defensively, 
we just have to get better,” Shiffman said. “We just 
have to get better at tackling and getting angles and 
not getting blown off the ball.”

The Bloodhounds were able to contain Tyler Hopp 

at Central Lee and contained a young West Burling-
ton run-oriented offense, but gave up two 100-yard 
rushes last week at Clear Creek Amana outside Iowa 
City.

 “We’ve seen good running backs, the Hopp kid 
from Central Lee and we did a good job against him. 
West Burlington, granted they’re very young, is a run-
heavy team and we responded well against them. But 
we just have to get better at stopping the run.”

The Hounds are mirroring that philosophy on of-
fense by just doing what’s been successful.

Lennon Barker has thrown for more than 700 yards 
in three games with 58 completions on 105 attempts, 
two scores, and two picks. The senior has moved the 
ball around to eight different receivers led by Dom 
Frantz, who has 235 yards and two TDs on 14 catch-
es. Shaymour Redd-Donald has 15 catches and 214 
yards and newcomer Michael Mosena has 138 yards 
on 14 catches. Senior Trey Kuntz is also in double 
digits for catches with 11.

“Lennon is a perfectionist and, when things don’t 
go perfect, he gets flustered. We’ve improved week-
to-week and he needs to let stuff go and move on to 
the next play. You can see he wants to do right, but it 
doesn’t happen overnight.”

On the ground, Fort Madison has relied heavily 
on junior Kali Maestro with 129 yards on 28 carries, 
Junior Diego Lozano has 111 yards on 14 carries and 
two touchdowns. Brock Califf and Keaton Poe also 
have carries on the season.

Shiffman said his Hounds need to continue to de-
velop confidence and have fun.

 “We can’t play with arrogance, we need to get the 
train rolling again,” he said. “We’re not going to Iowa 
City - not going to Cedar Rapids - not going to Solon 
or Des Moines. This is Burlington. They know these 
kids and played against these kids and we should be 
confident about being able to win.”

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.grrwa.com
https://sites.google.com/a/fmcsd.org/tracy-madsen/fmhs-band/marching-band
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We are now hiring additional staff to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Flexible Schedules  
Competitive Wages  
Excellent Benefits 

Contact us or drop in to fill out an application at: 
Mobile Nursing Services, Ltd. 

705 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627   
Email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com 

Use your unique  
skills to help 

 others one-on-one! 

Now Hiring 
In Fort Madison & Keokuk Area 

RN Case Manager, LPNs,  & Aides  

If you are self motivated. 
Join our team.  

Serving the area since 
1984. 

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We are expanding…
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operators – 3069
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment
-1st and 2nd shift rotation openings
-3rd shift openings 

Yard Tractor Operator – 3080
-Qualifications: forklift experience, current or previous 
CDL preferred
-3rd shift opening

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 13 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 79.3º F | Low – 61.5º F

FRI 14 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 84.2º F | Low – 65.5º F

SAT 15 Sep

Light Rain
High– 83.3º F | Low – 65.2º F

SUN 16 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 87.9º F | Low – 72.3º F

MON 17 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 76.5º F | Low – 60.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Hyper-local. Super-fresh.

www.pencitycurrent.com
&

TO ADVERTISE

Fort Madison’s only 24/7 all-digital source for hyper-local news, sports, & advertising information.

Nissa Rung
Sales & Marketing Consultant

(319)520.8953
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com

Lee K. Vandenberg
Sales Manager
(319)371.4125

sales@pencitycurrent.com

Chuck Vandenberg
Editor

(319)371.1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

FOR NEWS ITEMS

Shawna Ross
Sales & Marketing Consultant

(319)470.0622
sross@pencitycurrent.com

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670
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Everybody 
hates
you.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov
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Fraise said the invi-
tation to speak came 
through, Iowa Works and 
Lee County was asked in 
part due to the success of 
the Grow Lee initiatives.

“Grow Lee has a great 
reputation around the 
state and nationally,” he 
said “We’ve brought ed-
ucation and manufactur-
ing stakeholders together 
and that resonates with 
people. Workforce is a 
difficult topic but we’ve 
had success bringing di-
vergent groups together.”

He said he will be the 
wrap up speaker and 
there will be a lot of 
experts presenting data 
on workforce and how 
important those numbers 
are to the area.

 “My job is to tie it all 
together from a practical 
standpoint and try to 
show what that future 
can look like for our 
region.”

The Future Ready 
Iowa initiative is aimed 
at having 70% of Iowans 
have some kind of post 
secondary certificate or 
degree by 2025. Fraise 
said Lee County, accord-
ing to that barometer, 
ranks 88th out of 99 
counties.

 “We are in a deficit in 
Lee County, but 70%.... 
we can get there from 

here.”
He said one in four Lee 

County jobs are associat-
ed with manufacturing. 
He pointed to the recent 
expansion at Scotts, 
where the company 
closed a line in Mississip-
pi and expanded in Fort 
Madison.

“We’d like to think it 
shows they believe in 
our workforce and they 
were confident that this 
is a place to maintain and 
grow their business. If 
manufacturers can’t hire 
the quality workers they 
need, we’re going to have 
problems.”

Reynolds attended 
several of the last Grow 
Lee presentations and 
LCEDG programs as 
Lieutenant Governor 
under former Governor 
Terry Branstad. Fraise 
said those visits showed 
that the state was watch-
ing what was happening 
in Lee County.

Fraise also said the 
collaboration of educa-
tion and manufacturing 
officials in the county is 
producing some inno-
vative programs. Several 
area high schools have 
reached an agreement 
with Silgan Containers 
facility in Fort Madison 
on an industrial main-
tenance program that 

could result in students 
being offered jobs after 
completion of struc-
tured coursework and 
internships, in coordina-
tion with Southeastern 
Community College’s 
Industrial Tech Training 
facility in Keokuk.

 “The exciting thing is 
everyone wants the same 
thing. Educators want 
to turn out students that 
meet criteria to succeed. 
And there’s a lot of ways 
for that success to hap-
pen.”

Reynolds is set to at-
tend the summit.

“One of the biggest 
barriers to economic 
growth right now is lack 
of a skilled workforce,” 
she said. “Future Ready 
Iowa connects Iowans to 
the great jobs and oppor-
tunities that exist in our 
state through education 
and training. I’m opti-
mistic about the capacity 
that exists in Iowa and 
the opportunity to get 
Iowans trained for these 
high-demand jobs.”

SUMMIT - Continued from Page 1

Gov. Reynolds expected 
to attend local summit

mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=RN%20Case%20Manager%2C%20LPNs%2C%20Aides%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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http://StopBullying.gov
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290
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Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
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DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design
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https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.doddprinting.com
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From the Front/Lottery Numbers

 9/11 MID-DAY
3 5 0

 9/11 EVENING
0 0 6

 9/11 MID-DAY
7 8 2 2

 9/11 EVENING
5 5 9 3

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

9/11
15 30 51 62 67
Mega Ball: 19
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

ATTENTION
SHOPKO
PHARMACY
PATIENTS
Get an instant charge account, 
$100 limit with no credit
check when you transfer your
prescription files to us. We can
fill all your medicines together 
once a month, then mail or
deliver them to you, or have them 
ready for pick up. Get billed the 
following month & pay over time.

Rashid Pharmacy would love to be your pharmacy
and show you why we have been the #1 pharmacy in all 
southeast Iowa newspaper polls since the beginning.

Transferring prescriptions is easy because 
one call and we take care of it all.

We Offer
Free Delivery & Mailing • Free Medicine Tray Set Up

2404 Avenue L, Ft. Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2300 | 1-800-794-2330
Weekdays - 8:00am to 8:00pm

Saturdays - 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sundays - 10:00am to 2:00pm

www.rashiddrug.com

district. Several emails between school officials and Wright indicate correspondence 
between Wright’s family, including his former wife, and school officials that included 
Dirth following up with the student and Wright’s disappointment in how the incident 
was investigated.

The policy indicates the school’s Level 1 investigator, which is identified as the Super-
intendent, is required to conduct an investigation including interviews with all parties 
involved. The Superintendent can also assist the complainant in creating the report 
upon request. School policy also indicates a report of the investigation is to be prepared 
and given to the parties involved within 15 days. Wright claims that report was not 
generated.

School Superintendent Erin Slater declined to comment on any specifics of the case 
Wednesday morning citing confidentiality of staff and a minor student.

The district did issue a statement Tuesday indicating it has not been made aware by 
the Iowa Association of School Boards of any complaint submitted to them regarding 
the district.

 “The district takes any parent complaints it receives very seriously. When a parent 
submits a complaint, the District investigates and appropriately addresses the matter. 
While there may be times the parent submitting the complaint does not agree with 
what the District has done, this does not mean that the District took no action or did 
not appropriately address the situation.”

According to IBEE procedures, once the complaint is received, the executive director 
will determine if the board has jurisdiction to hear the case and then either accept or 
deny it. If it’s accepted, the board will conduct an investigation, a board review, and 
offer a proposed decision, which has review and appeals options. Iowa code requires 
complaints be resolved in 180 days unless due cause can be shown for an extension.

Wright said he’s looking for the district to be held accountable for Dirth’s alleged 
actions and the district’s investigation of the incident.

IBEE staff to determine if 
case has merit with board
COMPLAINT - Continued from Page 1

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.rashiddrug.com
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From small repairs to major diagnostics...We service all makes & models!
experience the diFFerence

SPIN TO WIN 
Save a little extra, earn a little more 
when you spin the wheel at Griffins 

with every visit you make now 
through September 30th, 2018. 

 Like us on Facebook!

WHY CHOOSE US?

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Excludes tires and batteries.
Cannot combine with any other

offers. One time use. Valid for
a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

DIFM-20974184 US

Improve gas mileage, protect engine parts and prolong 
the life of your vehicle with routine maintenance. 
Ask your service advisor for details.

September 1 - October 31, 2018
Visit technetprofessional.com for promotion details.
*Get $10 in the form of a TECHNET Professional Visa® Prepaid Card by mail with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest® oil filter and air filter with oil change service OR 
get a $15 Visa prepaid card with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest oil filter, air filter and cabin air filter with oil change service. Offer valid September 1, 2018 through 
October 31, 2018. Maximum rebate is $15 per vehicle. Restrictions apply. Void where prohibited. Offer may not be combined with any other discount, offer or rebate. Participating 
locations only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit 
cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at midnight EST the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.

by mail with purchase and  
installation of qualifying filters 
with oil change service.

Ask for details.

$15*

 GET
 UP TO 

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE & 
INSTALLATION OF QUALIFYING 
FILTERS WITH OIL CHANGE SERVICE.

Rebate ends October 31st, 2018
See store for more details.

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

Custom Exhaust Work
 with Over 35 Years 

Experience!
From 1927 Fords to 2019 Dodges

& Everything in between!

Industry 
Accredited, Dependale 

& Friendly Staff
ASE

Certified Technicians
Text reminders 

& updates
6 Mos. Same As Cash

Up-To-Date 
Equipment

Clean, comfortable
waiting room with 

FREE WIFI

Online Scheduling & 
Digitial Inspection 

Reports

Earn credit with
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card*

Honest & Reliable 
Service

Customer Referral
 Program

Free Pick Up & 
Delivery in Ft. Madison

Ask Patty* Female 
Friendly Certified

INTRODUCING:
36 months/36,000 miles

PARTS & LABOR 
Nationwide Warranty

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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