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September & October

Editors Note:
As the year comes to a 

close, it is customary to 
look back at the stories 
that affected us through-
out the year. Being an 
all-digital newspaper 
with multiple social 
media channels, we have 
many avenues to consider 
when deciding to review 
the year behind us.

We chose to feature the 
Top 10 Best Read news 
articles from our website 
pencitycurrent.com and 
the Top 10 Facebook 
posts that impressed the 
most readers from each 
month.

Each issue of 2017 – A 
Year in Review will fea-
ture two months of these 
stories as they originally 
appeared.

 These stories touched 
thousands of lives this 
year, whether they were 
heartbreaking or heart-
warming, good news or 
bad.

We hope you enjoy 
looking back on the year 
with us as we usher in 
a new year filled with 
new stories. You can rest 
assured Pen City Cur-
rent will be reporting 
those stories in a factu-
al, unbiased way in the 
manner you’ve become 
accustomed to – wheth-
er you’re reading them 
on our website, on our 
mobile app, in our e–
Edition, or in any of our 
social media channels.

We thank you for your 
patronage and wish you a 
peaceful new year.

Looking 
back on 

2017BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison took 
a FM into custody after an alleged shooting 
incident on Sunday evening.

Fort Madison Police Chief Tim Sittig re-
leased a statement Monday morning regard-
ing the incident which took place in the 1100 
block of Avenue E.

Police officers were on the scene until about 
9 p.m. Sunday night investigating the area of 
the shooting.

Sittig indicated the following statement is 
all the information that will be released at this 
time.

On Sunday at approximately 7:40 p.m. offi-
cers were dispatched to the area on a a report 
of shots being fired.

Upon arrival, officers located a number of 
witnesses who advised the possible person 
firing the shots had left the area in a black, 
Lincoln LS. Officers located one spent shell 
casing from the scene. There is no indication 
at this time that anyone was struck by any 
rounds fired from the gun.

According to witnesses there was some type 
of argument taking place between the al-
leged person who fired the shots and another 
person. This other person was on scene for a 
very short time and then left, at this time he 
has not been questioned.

The alleged person who fired the gun has 
been identified as Russell K Kutcher, 37, of 
Fort Madison. Kutcher has been questioned 
and charged and is currently at the Lee Coun-
ty Jail facing the following criminal charges;

Disorderly 
Conduct a 
simple misde-
meanor

Wreckless 
Use of a fire-
arm a simple 
misdemeanor

Aggravated Assault an aggravated misde-
meanor

Carrying Weapons an aggravated misde-
meanor

Going Armed with Intent a class D felony
Possession of a Firearm by a Felon a class D 

felony
Sitting said the shooting appears to isolated 

incident and there is no threat to the commu-
nity.

Police arrest FM man after Sunday shooting
Witnesses help police with  description of vehicle leading to arrest of 37-year-old

#1
Originally published

September 19, 2017

BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A 
Burlington man who was 
being held in Muscatine 
County Jail on federal gun 
charges has been arrested 
on a first-degree murder 
charge out of Lee County 
and has been transferred 
to the Lee County Jail.

Joseph Mayorga, Jr., 35, 
Burlington was transport-

ed to Lee 
County on 
Thursday 
and charges 
were filed 
Friday with 
the Lee 
County At-
torney’s of-

fice. Lee County Assistant 
Attorney Bruce McDon-

ald will be handling the 
case. Mayorga is charged 
in the shooting death of 
James Merlin Nelson on 
or about Feb. 11, 2017. 
Nelson’s body was discov-
ered at the Indian Path 
Park on the north side of 
Hwy 61 along the Skunk 
River, just past the Des 
Moines/Lee county Line.

According to an offi-
cial with the Muscatine 
County Jail, Mayorga was 
being held in custody 
there by the U.S. Marshal’s 
office on a federal charge. 
According to federal court 
records, Mayorga was 
sentenced on Thursday 
to 8.5 years in prison 
and an additional three 
years supervised release 
on one count of unlawful 
transportation of firearms 
- felon in possession of a 

firearm.
Lee County Sheriff 

Stacy Weber said Mayorga 
was taken into custody 
about one 
week after 
the mur-
der and 
has been 
in custody 
since that 
time so the 
investigation could run its 
course.

On February 11, 2017 
the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office responded to a call 
of a possible deceased 
person at a Lee County 
roadside park near Wever, 
Iowa.

Upon arrival, a male 
subject later identified 
as 47-year-old Nelson, 
was found deceased. 
An autopsy performed 

on Nelson determined 
that he was killed by a 
single gunshot to the 
head. According to Iowa 
Department of Criminal 
Investigations Special 
Agent Rick Rahn, since 
the body was discovered 
in Lee County, the court 
case would be handled 
there, however Mayorga 
has the option to ask for a 
change of venue.

Rahn declined to 
comment on specifics of 
the case, including whre 
the actual shooting took 
place.

Detectives from the 
Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office-Criminal Investiga-
tions Division and Special 
Agents of the Iowa De-
partment of Public Safety 
(DPS), and DCI launched 
an investigation at the 

scene and said the inves-
tigation took investigators 
to several jurisdictions. 
Early into the investiga-
tion, Mayorga became a 
suspect.

On Friday, charges were 
filed by Lee County De-
tective Chad Donaldson 
on Mayorga for Murder in 
the First Degree, a Class A 
Felony. If convicted, Mur-
der in the First Degree 
carries a mandatory life 
imprisonment without the 
possibility of parole.

Agencies who assist-

MAYORGA

Arrest made in Indian Path murder case

WEBER

Suspect sentenced Thursday on federal gun charges, then first-degree murder 
charges filed on Friday in Lee County

See MURDER, page 9

#2
Originally published
September 24, 2017
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OBITUARIES

STEVEN C. GILLETTE
Steven C. Gillette, 30, of Ft. Madison, passed away on Saturday, September 16, 

2017 at his home.
He was born on October 5, 1986 in Iowa City to Charles and Nancy 

McGeehon Gillette.  Steven and Michelle Metz began dating on Sep-
tember 5, 2008 and were united in marriage on September 5, 2015 in 
Ft. Madison.  He worked production at Ft. Madison Pallet Company 
with many friends whom he considered family. He loved his super 
heroes, especially Anime. Steven enjoyed working on cars, doing 
handy work and helping anyone that 
needed it.

Survivors include his wife, Michelle Gillette of Ft. 
Madison; mother, Nancy Gillette of Ft. Madison; 
father, Charles Gillette of Ft. Madison; two broth-
ers, Zach (Kelly) Gillette of Des Moines and Shane 
Gillette of Newton; a sister, Christine Pennington of 
Hamilton, IL; maternal grandparents, Neil and Wanita 
Lassman of Ft. Madison; his children, Chubbers, Bell, 
and Spuds Mackenzie; several nieces and nephews.  
He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home and 
Crematory.  A memorial service will be held at noon on Friday, September 22, 2017 
at the Montrose United Presbyterian Church.  A celebration of life will also be held 
at 5 PM on Friday, September 22, 2017 at 3116 250th Avenue, Montrose, IA.  The 
family requests that all attending please wear super hero attire. 

A memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences may be 
left at www.kinglynk.com.

BARKER

#3
Originally published

September 19, 2017

Task force makes 2nd 
bust in two days

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK - The Lee County Narcotics 

Task Force reports the arrest of a Ke-
okuk, Iowa man on misdemeanor drug 
charges.

Tab Andrew Bottger, 44, of 516 South 
5th #1, Keokuk, Iowa was arrested on 
September 15th, 2017 at the Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office on misdemeanor drug 
charges. Bottger is charged with two 
counts of possession of a controlled 
substance (marijuana and metham-
phetamine), a serious misdemeanor, 
maintaining a drug house, an aggravated 
misdemeanor, possession of drug para-
phernalia, a simple misdemeanor, and 7 
counts of unlawful possession of a pre-
scription drug, a serious misdemeanor. 

If convicted, Bottger faces up to 11 
years and 30 days in a state correctional 
facility.

The arrest of Bottger stems from an in-

vestigation 
by the Lee 
County 
Narcotics 
Task Force into allegations that he was 
involved in the use and possession of 
illegal drugs in the Keokuk area. A search 
warrant was served as part of this investi-
gation and items that support the charges 
were discovered.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, 
Keokuk Police Department, and the 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office assisted the 
Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this 
investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent 
until and unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 
is funded in part by the U.S. Department 
of Justice and the funds administered 
by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy.

#4
Originally published

September 20, 2017

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

EXCLUSIVE COUPON OFFER
Valid at Fareway Ft. Madison Store Only!

EXPIRES 1.6.18
SKU: 52404

EXCLU
SI

VE 

COUPON 

OFF
ER!

1802 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-2223

Open Monday thru Saturday 
7:00am - 9:00pm

Like us on Facebook!

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD OR PRINT

80% Lean 
Ground Beef

with additional 
$15.00 fresh meat purchase.

*limit 1 pound per customer, please. 

99¢
lb.

http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdfs/12.26.17 Fareway Coupon.pdf
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Winter Has Come

Snowblowers 
30% Off!!!

KEMPKER’S
Ft. Madison • Burlington • Mt. Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Ariens Deluxe 24” Path 
254cc 2-Stage Snow Blower

$832.30

$1189.00Suggested 
Retail
Final 
Price

Ariens Deluxe 28” Path 
254cc 2-Stage Snow Blower

$923.30

$1319.00Suggested 
Retail
Final 
Price

Ariens Compact 24” Path 
208cc 2-Stage Snow Blower

$734.30

$1049.00Suggested 
Retail
Final 
Price

Ariens Sno-Tek 24” Path 
208cc 2-Stage Snow Blower

$524.30

$749.00Suggested 
Retail
Final 
Price

Troy-Bilt Storm 26” Path 
243cc 2-Stage Snow Blower

$559.30

$799.00Suggested 
Retail
Final 
Price

BY PCC STAFF
KEOKUK - The Lee 

County Narcotics Task 
Force reports the arrest of 
a Keokuk, Iowa man on 
felony and misdemeanor 
drug charges.

Alex Joseph Derr, 30, of 
412 S 20th Street, Keokuk, 

Iowa was 
arrested on 
September 
22nd, 2017 
on felony 
and mis-
demean-
or drug 

charges. Derr is charged 
with possession of 
methamphetamine less 
than five grams with the 
intent to deliver within 
1000 feet of a park, a 
class C felony with an 
enhancement, possession 

of methamphetamine, 
a serious misdemeanor, 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, a simple 
misdemeanor. If con-
victed, Derr faces up 
to 16 years and 30 days 
in a state correctional 
facility. Derr was also 
arrested on two probation 
violation warrants.

The arrest of Derr stems 
from an investigation 
by the Keokuk Police 
Department into multi-
ple 911 calls. Derr was 
encountered during this 
investigation and arrest-
ed on active warrants. 
During the course of the 
arrest, items that support 
the charges were discov-
ered. The Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force 
assisted the Keokuk Police 

Department in the subse-
quent investigation.

The Lee County Attor-
ney’s Office and the Ke-
okuk Police Department 
assisted the Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force in 
this investigation.

The defendant is pre-
sumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcot-
ics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the 
funds administered by the 
Iowa Governor’s Office of 
Drug Control Policy.

Task force gets Keokuk man

DERR

#5
Originally published

September 24, 2017

Top September Stories #6-10

Joseph W. Steflik obituary
Originally published September 28, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/09/27/
king-lynk-obituary-joseph-joe-william-steflik-42/

#6

Elizabeth Katherine Wagner obituary
Originally published September 25, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/09/24/
barr-memorial-chapel-obituary-elizabeth-katherine-wag-
ner-92-fort-madison/

#7

Lawrence Edward “Larry” Schinstock obituary 
Originally published September 22, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/09/21/
schmitz-funeral-home-obituary-lawrence-edward-larry-schins-
tock-62-salem/?platform=hootsuite

#8

Hounds move to 2-0 with win over Central Lee
Originally published September 3, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/09/02/
hounds-move-2-0-win-central-lee/

#9

Tracking Hurricane Irma – Interactive
Informational Map
Originally published September 4, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/09/04/
tracking-hurricane-irma-interactive-informational-map/

#10

First. Fresh. Local.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Department is currently searching for a person of a 
interest in a shooting that occurred at about 5 p.m. 
north of Fort Madison on Highway 61 northbound 
just west of North Fork Road.

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said deputies, with 
assistance from the Fort Madison police department, 
were on the lookout for a described vehicle with two 
male suspects, one of whom had shot at a passing 
motorist’s vehicle. Upon investigation of the vehicle, authorities recovered a single 
bullet from the exterior of the vehicle.

No arrests have been made, but Sheriff Weber said he expects an arrest will be 
made in the near future.

“We don’t need this kind of violence in Lee County. We’ll push back hard,” he 
said.

Suspect sought in Friday 
vehicle shooting on 61

Sheriff’s dept. looking for person of interest

#1
Originally published

October 22, 2017
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Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Top September Facebook Posts

Originally published September 22, 2017
Reached 16,115 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1846435992334628

#1 Originally published September 18, 2017
Reached 13,701 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1844742609170633

#2 Originally published September 24, 2017
Reached 13,010 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1847428375568723

#3

Originally published August 31, 2017
Reached 12,961 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1836849996626561

#4 Originally published September 19, 2017
Reached 12,010 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1845202729124621

#5 Originally published September 1, 2017
Reached 11,224 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1837620066549554

#6
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https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1837620066549554
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1837620066549554
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1837620066549554


Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness
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DAKOTAH DALE RAINBOLT
Dakotah Dale Rainbolt, 21 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Sunday, Octo-

ber 22, 2017 at his home.  He was born July 3, 1996 in Fort Madison the son of 
Shawn Brannen and Shawna  Rainbolt.

He attended Fort Madison High School.  He worked for Hellige 
Lawn Care and most recently for Pipeline Cleaners, both of Fort 
Madison.  He attended Joy Baptist 
Church.  He enjoyed fishing, hanging 
out with friends, surfing in Florida, 
and in the past boxing with the Lee 

County Boxing Club.
He is survived by his mother, Shawna  Rainbolt of 

Ankeny, Iowa; his father, Shawn Brannen of Palm 
Coast, Florida; grandparents: Sara Jennings of Palm 
Coast;  Carlo and Debra Bruno of Fort Madison; 
and Jim and Leslie Rainbolt of Keokuk; one great grandmother, Edith Johnson 
of Kahoka, Missouri; three sisters: Daylan Rainbolt of Ankeny; Stormi Norris 
of Angier, North Carolina; Kaylie Brannen of Palm Coast; several aunts, uncles, 
and cousins.  He was preceded in death by his grandfather, Larry Brannen; great 
grandparents:  Pete and Ruth Farmer and Hillis Dale Rainbolt.

His family will greet friends during a visitation from 4:00 - 6:00 pm Thursday, 
October 26, 2017 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.  His body will 
then be cremated.  A memorial has been established, contributions may be left at 
the Barr Memorial Chapel.  Online condolences to the Rainbolt /Brannen family 
may be made at the Barr Memorial Chapel website, www.barrmemorialchapel.
com.

RAINBOLT

OBITUARIES

#2
Originally published

October 24, 2017

Matthew “Matt” Merle Hutson, 41, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 12:56 a.m. 
Thursday, October 12, 2017 in the emergency room at the Fort Madison Communi-

ty Hospital in Fort Madison, Iowa.       
Born October 28, 1975 in Burlington, Iowa, the son of William 

“Bill” and Marcia (Gnann) Hutson. On August 6, 2005, he married 
Brenda McEntee in Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Survivors include his wife, Brenda; three sons, Matthew Hutson, 
Brady Boyer, and Noah Hutson; his parents, Bill and Marcia Hutson 
of Niota, Illinois; one sister, Mindy (Derek) Dexheimer  of Sherman, 
Illinois; maternal grandmother, Linda Gnann of Nauvoo, Illinois; 

father and mother-in-law, Gene and Linda McEntee of Nauvoo, Illinois; two sisters-
in-law, Bridgitt (Jerry) Hutson of Niota, Illinois and Amy (Matt) Shanks of Ankeny, 
Iowa; one brother-in-law, Tom (Carla) McEntee of Dallas City, Illinois; and several 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins.

 He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Floyd and Kay Hutson; 
maternal grandfather, Don Gnann; and one uncle, 
Stan Hutson.

Matt was a member of Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic 
Church in Nauvoo. He was also a member of Hancock 
County Farm Bureau, and he served as a past Trustee 
of Appanoose Township. Matt was a 1994 graduate of 
Dallas City High School. Matt enjoyed farming with 
his dad and playing with his boys. He also enjoyed 
motocross, riding jet skis, going to the Lake of the 
Ozarks, and collecting Case International tractors. 

Friends may call and meet with family from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 2017 at Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo.

A Funeral Service will be at 10:30 a.m. Monday, October 16, 2017 at Ss. Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo with Father Tom Szydlik officiating.

Following the funeral service, his body will be cremated.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in his memory.
The Schmitz Funeral Homes are assisting the family with arrangements. Online 

condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

MATTHEW “MATT” MERLE
HUTSON

HUTSON

#3
Originally published

October 13, 2017

 BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force reports the arrest 
of a Fort Madison, Iowa man on misde-
meanor drug charges.

John Henry Wilson, 
36, of 6008 Avenue O, 
Fort Madison, Iowa was 
arrested on October 
20th, 2017 at his resi-
dence on misdemeanor 
drug charges. Wilson is 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, 

a serious misdemeanor, possession of 
tramadol, a serious misdemeanor, and 
possession of drug paraphernalia, a 
simple misdemeanor, and maintaining 
a drug house, an aggravated misde-
meanor. If convicted, Wilson faces up 
to 4 years and 30 days in a state correc-
tional facility.

The arrest of Wilson stems from an 

investi-
gation by 
the Lee 
County 
Narcot-
ics Task 
Force into 
allega-
tions that 
he was involved in the use of illegal 
narcotics in the Lee County area.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office and the Ft 
Madison Police Department assisted 
the Lee County Narcotics Task Force in 
this investigation.

The defendant is presumed innocent 
until and unless proven guilty.

The Lee County Narcotics Task Force 
is funded in part by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and the funds adminis-
tered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of 
Drug Control Policy.

WILSON

Task force catches FM 
man with meth, tarmadol

#4
Originally published

October 25, 2017

Judge tosses deal, sends 
FM woman to prison

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A Fort Madison 
woman has been sentenced to up to 10 
years in prison for embezzling more 
than $70,000 from a local chiropractor’s 
office.

Danylle L. 
Weiler, 48, 
of Chari-
ton, was 
sentenced 
Friday 
morning by 
Eighth Dis-
trict Judge 
Michael Schilling to an indeterminate 
number of years in prison not to exceed 
10 after Weiler pled guilty to a first-de-

gree theft.
Assistant Lee County Attorney Ross 

Braden, 
who 
prose-
cuted 
the case, 
said the 
judge 

sentenced 
Weiler ac-
cording to 
the penalties 
allowed by 
law. However, 
Braden said 
he was not 

arguing for prison time for Weiler.
‘I wouldn’t say I was shocked by the 

sentence,” Braden said Friday afternoon. 
“The facts and circumstances of the case 

Weiler pleads guilty in deal that had 
prosecution seeking suspended sentence

BRADEN

“The facts and circumstances of 
the case justified the sentence. 
But I didn’t argue for that.”

 - Ross Braden, Asst. Lee County 
Attorney

See SENTENCE, page 9

#5
Originally published

October 29, 2017

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/careertrain/truck.aspx
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com
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Top October Facebook Posts

Originally published October 23, 2017
Reached 30,340 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1860047984306762

#1 Originally published October 20, 2017
Reached 30,145 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1858866571091570

#2 Originally published October 12, 2017
Reached 20,843 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1855289988115895

#3

Originally published October 16, 2017
Reached 18,174 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1857130001265227

#4 Originally published October 31, 2017
Reached 16,709 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1863838267261067

#5

OK
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Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

If the only thing you want for Christmas 
is a new job, Come See Us!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Top September Facebook Posts

Originally published September 5, 2017
Reached 10,873 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1839300446381516

#7 Originally published September 24, 2017
Reached 10,852 people
See the post here: https://www.face-
book.com/PenCityCurrent/vid-
eos/1847431828901711/

#8 Originally published September 9, 2017
Reached 10,081 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1840997379545156

#9

Originally published September 12, 2017
Reached 9,931 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1842296112748616

#10

http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1839300446381516
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1839300446381516
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1839300446381516
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1847431828901711/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1847431828901711/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/videos/1847431828901711/
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1840997379545156
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1840997379545156
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1840997379545156
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1842296112748616
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1842296112748616
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/posts/1842296112748616


Top October Stories #6-10
Correctional officer hospitalized after morn-
ing attack
Originally published October 19, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/18/
correctional-office-hospitalized-after-morning-attack/

#6

High-speed chase ends in Lee County
Originally published October 18, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/17/
lee-county-deputies-corral-motorist-high-speed-chase/

#7

Wayne Stanley Marting obituary
Originally published October 12, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/12/
schmitz-funeral-home-death-notice-wayne-marting-69-nauvoo/

#8

Task force makes FM drug arrest
Originally published October 11, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/04/
task-force-makes-drug-arrest-fort-madison/

#9

Robert J. Walker obituary
Originally published October 20, 2017
Read the article here: http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/20/
schmitz-funeral-home-obituary-robert-j-walker-36-formerly-
west-point/

#10

Pen City Current
Holiday e–Edition Publishing Schedule

Christmas Eve – No Paper
Christmas Day – No Paper

December 26th – Year in Review
December 27th – Year in Review
December 28th – Year in Review
December 29th – Year in Review

New Year’s Eve – No Paper
New Year’s Day – No Paper

January 2nd – Year in Review
January 3rd – Year in Review

Watch pencitycurrent.com for Breaking News
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We Celebrate Education!

We’re proud of
our Star Students

Kaydey &
Karley Plate!
A Honor Roll

807 Avenue G • Fort Madison
www.tkef.org

Top October Facebook Posts

Originally published October 20, 2017
Reached 16,643 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1858758051102422

#6 Originally published October 12, 2017
Reached 14,076 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1855224904789070

#7 Originally published October 17, 2017
Reached 13,991 people
See the post here: https://www.
facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
posts/1857447717900122

#8

ed in this investigation 
include Iowa Department 
of Public Safety (DPS), 
Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI), Des 
Moines County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Henry County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa State 
Patrol, Muscatine County 
Sheriff ’s Office, South-
east Iowa Narcotics Task 
Force, Burlington Police 
Department, Iowa State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, Iowa 
Division of Narcotics En-
forcement, Fairfield Police 
Department, Iowa DNR, 
Intel Bureau, University 
of Iowa Decedent Care 
Center, and the Lee, Des 
Moines, Henry and Jef-
ferson County Attorney’s 
Offices. 

MURDER -
Cont’d. from Page 1 

Multiple 
agencies 
assisted1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875

1.875 X 3 1.875 X 3.25 1.875 X 3.5 1.875 X 3.75 1.875 X 4 SYMPTOMS DID YOU KNOW

1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org
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CURE PREVENT  TREAT
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accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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CURE PREVENT TREAT

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953

Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

http://www.pencitycurrent.com/2017/10/18/correctional-office-hospitalized-after-morning-attack/
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FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com
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Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere

justified the sentencing. But I didn’t argue for that.”
The case was scheduled for trial on three separate 

occasions in March, June, and August, but Braden 
said Weiler chose to plead guilty to the Class C Felony 
first-degree theft instead of going to trial, in exchange 
for the state not asking for prison time, but a suspend-
ed sentence and restitution.

Braden said the defense was asking for a deferred 
judgment but the state argued strongly against that 
motion.

“I didn’t ask for prison time because of her lack of 
criminal past, but I didn’t think a deferred judgement 
was appropriate either.”

Weiler’s sentence was to begin immediately at Iowa 
Correctional Institute for Women in Mitchellville. 
She was facing five counts of theft in the crime, which 
occurred over a five-year time frame, according to a re-
lease that came from Fort Madison police when Weiler 
was charged in November. The release said she worked 
for the chiropractor for 15 years total.

She was originally charged with three counts of 
first-degree theft and two counts of 2nd-degree theft 
and faced close to 40 years in prison if convicted on all 
counts.

Weiler was represented by Johnathan Stensvaag of 
Burlington.
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