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Above, The Color Guard led by retired U.S. Army veteran Dan Dunbar 
retrieves the American flag at the end of Thursday’s Veterans’ Assem-
bly at Fort Madison High School. The Fort Madison High School Stu-
dent Government put on the event and then donated $350 to the local 
American Legion Post.  Below Command Sgt. Major Matt Doty speaks 
to high school students and faculty about the impact veterans have had 
in and out of active duty.
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FMHS returns 
gift of service to 

area veterans

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Veteran’s Day is celebrated on 
Nov. 11th, the recognized end of World War I. But at 
Fort Madison High School they hold another celebra-
tion around the holidays as a gift to area veterans.

FMHS students and faculty put on an assembly 
honoring all veterans Thursday afternoon with per-
formances from the high school band and choir, and 
Army Sgt. Carlos Ruiz.

Fort Madison High School Principal Greg Smith said 
the student government, which organizes the event, 
wanted to celebrate the veterans in December as a gift 
from the school to those who had given so much for 
them.

Command Sgt. Major Matt Doty of the Iowa Na-
tional Guard gave an address to the assembly and said 
each year the country sets aside Veteran’s Day to pay 
tribute to all veterans for their devotion, patriotism and 
self-sacrifice on behalf of all Americans.

“It is a celebration of their service to our nation, state, 
and community. Just like police, fire, EMS, teachers, 
and countless other professions, our veterans make our 
world a better place to live,” Doty said.

“So today I ask you to make yourself better. Con-
tribute to your community to make it better. Our 
nation’s veterans, throughout history, have kept us free, 
returned home, and continue to serve our nation in a 
multitude of ways. Today, we say thanks to them all.”

Doty said regardless of the branch veteran’s serve in, 
Army, Navy Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard, Veter-
an’s Day belongs to them.

“Service members live by values including loyal-
ty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor integrity and 
personal encourage and excellence in all we do. They 
do not leave those values behind when they transition 
into personal life. They continue to serve by making 
positive contributions, building stronger futures and 
inspiring future generations.”

He said students are the future and will build and 

Students and faculty put on 
special event for those serving 
and retired from military

See ASSEMBLY, page 8

DES MOINES– Today, 
the Governor’s Empower 
Rural Iowa Initiative offi-
cially adopted its recom-
mendations to present to 
Governor Kim Reynolds 
for the 2020 legislative 
session. The task forces 
considered ideas from 
task force members, 
industry experts and 
public input to develop 
recommendations for the 
governor’s consideration 
as she looks to build on 
the success made in 2019. 

 Read the full list of 
policy recommendations 
here: https://governor.
iowa.gov/sites/default/
files/ERI_Reccomen-
dations_122019%20
%281%29.pdf?utm_me-
dium=email&utm_
source=govdelivery

 “By connecting, 
investing and growing 
our rural communities, 
we can ensure Iowa’s 
success is every Iowans’ 
success. We know how to 
come together to think 
differently and build 
an Iowa that shatters 
expectations,” said Gov. 
Reynolds. “The efforts 
made today will allow us 
to build on the signifi-
cant achievements made 
in 2019 to expand, grow, 
and revitalize rural Iowa.” 

 “The Governor’s Em-
power Rural Iowa Initia-
tive is about making sure 
there is opportunity and 
prosperity in every cor-
ner of our state,” said Lt. 
Gov. Gregg, co-chair of 

Empower 
Rural Iowa 

adopts 
ideas

See RURAL, page 2
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Thank you for your votes!
We are proud to be named your favorite dental office again this year.

We look forward to seeing you soon for your next checkup –  call today!

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

Submitted article

FORT MADISON – Fort 
Madison Community 
Hospital recognized Patricia 
Weirather as their October 
Employee of the Month. 
Weirather is a Radiology 
Tech. She has been with 
FMCH for 31 years. Patricia 
was recognized with the 
following nomination.

This employee does so 
many things on a daily basis. 
She jumps in at any ques-
tion(s), patient “issues”. She 
is so very kind in answer-
ing any/all questions for 
her patients. She takes the 
patient right up to the door, 
making sure they make it 

out to the waiting room 
with their families and then 
answers any questions if 
there are any from the fam-
ily. She speaks to everyone 
who comes by, and thanks 
patients for using FMCH, 
always kind. Weirather 
exemplifies these FMCH 
Standards of Behavior-Guest 
Relations, Respect, and 
Positive Attitude.

“The radiology depart-
ment only had five employ-
ees when I was hired.  They 
were great mentors, very 
hard working and dedicated 
professionals that made a 
huge impact in my work 
life. My favorite part about 
working at FMCH is our 

patients.  I enjoy being a 
small part of their health 
care. I also enjoy my radiol-
ogy team, enough to want 
to stay for 31 years” ex-
pressed Patricia on working 
at FMCH.

She enjoys helping her 
husband on their farm and 
spending time with her 
family when not working at 
FMCH.

The Employee of the 
Month is an initiative 
developed by the Reward 
& Recognition team. Each 
month a FMCH employee 
is honored for going above 
and beyond for the good of 
the patient, their co-workers 
and the organization.

Weirather named hospital EOM

BY PCC STAFF

CLIVE, Iowa — A Lee 
County woman has won 
a $50,000 prize.Elizabeth 
Long of Fort Madison 
won the sixth top prize 
in the Iowa Lottery’s 
“$50,000 Holiday Cross-
word” scratch game.

She purchased her 
winning ticket at Hy-
Vee, 2606 Ave. L in Fort 
Madison, and claimed her 
prize on Monday at the 
lottery’s regional office in 
Cedar Rapids.

The $50,000 Holiday 
Crossword is a $5 scratch 
game. It features 13 top 

prizes of $50,000 and 
overall odds of 1 in 3.53. 
Nonwinning holiday 
scratch tickets can be 
entered into the lottery’s 
Ho Ho Dough Play it 
Again® promotion from 
now through Jan. 7 at 

8:59 a.m.
The promotion includes 

$200,000 in cash prizes. 
Tickets can be entered 
online or through the 
LotteryPlus mobile app. 
For rules and complete 
details, visit ialottery.com.

Fort Madison woman wins $50K 
on holiday scratch-off ticket

the Governor’s Empower 
Rural Iowa Initiative. 
“Today’s reommenda-
tions will keep us moving 
in the right direction.”

“I appreciate the 
opportunity to co-chair 
the Governor’s Empower 
Rural Iowa Initiative and 
look forward to working 
with her administration 
to build on the success 
from this past year,” said 
Sandy Ehrig, co-chair of 
the Governor’s Empower 
Rural Iowa Initiative. “I 
want to thank task force 
members for putting 
together these recom-
mendations that seek to 
better connect, invest, 
and grow our rural com-
munities.” 

Earlier this year, Gov. 
Reynolds signed HF 772, 
the Empower Rural Iowa 
Act that will lay the foun-
dation for vibrant rural 
communities by provid-
ing incentives for broad-
band and workforce 
housing. The bill passed 
the Iowa Legislature 
unanimously, was a key 
priority in the Governor’s 
Condition of the State 
Address, and was based 
on previous task force 
recommendations of the 
Governor’s Empower 
Rural Iowa Initiative.

RURAL - Continued from Page 1

Recommendations include 
focus on broadband mapping

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
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Obituaries/For the Record

NEW YEAR. NEW JOB.
Get the training you need in as few as 4 weeks.

PACE (Pathways for Academic Career and Employment)
Get the skills you need for the job you want.

If you are currently unemployed, recently laid off due to a plant closure
or position elimination, need to go back to school to earn your

high school diploma or GED, or if you are considered low income
by federal government standards, PACE is for you!

• CDL Training Program
• CNA Training Program

• Healthcare Registration Specialist
• Phlebotomist and more!

Personalized, one-on-one guidance | Determine eligibility for funding sources
Connect with community resources to meet challenges such as transportation & housing

CLICK HERE FOR CLASS TIMES
& MORE INFORMATION

OBITUARIES

PATRICIA C. ARIE
Patricia C. Arie, 87, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 1:56 AM on Sun-

day, December 15, 2019 at the Great River Medical Center.
She was born on June 21, 1932 in Ft. Madison to Joseph and Frances Mc-

Mahon Fitzgerald.  On October 23, 1954 she married Kenneth Bergmeier 
and he passed away in April of 1982.  She then married James 
E. Arie on June 7, 1986 and he passed away November 18, 2007.  
Patricia was a PBX Operator for the Santa Fe Railroad for sev-
eral years.  She then spent many years as a full time homemaker 
until working and then retiring from the Lee County Clerks 
office.  Patricia was a member of Sacred Heart Church, Altar & 
Rosary Society, and the Hospital Auxiliary. She enjoyed cro-
cheting, sewing, and cooking many great meals for her family. 

Survivors include a son, Stephen (Jenny) Bergmeier of Ath-
ens, OH; two daughters, Frances (Fred) Barber of Trophy Club, TX and 
Catherine (Chris) Weide of Glenwood, IA; five  grandchildren; five great 
grandchildren; a step daughter, Christine (Doug) Smith of Thousand Oaks, 
CA; a step son, Bill Arie of Kenosha, WI; five step grandchildren.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents, both husbands; one brother; one sister; one 
half brother; one half sister. 

Friends may call after 2 PM on Friday, December 27, 2019 at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory where the family will meet with friends from 
4-5 PM.   There will be a rosary recited at 3:30 PM at the funeral home. 
The funeral mass will be held on Saturday, December 28, 2019 at 10 AM at 
Sacred Heart Church with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating. Burial will follow in 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. 

A memorial has been established for Sacred Heart Church and online con-
dolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

ARIE

For the Record
Fort Madison
 Police Report

12/17/19 – 11:05 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Heather Ann Pierre, 33, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
2600 block of Avenue I, 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail.
12/17/19 – 8:36 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Rebecca Dawn Davis, 
40, of Fort Madison on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
12/17/19 – 9:55 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Cara Michelle Hitchcock, 
36, of Fort Madison, in the 
1300 block of Avenue D, 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
12/18/19 – 8:44 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1000 block of Avenue H.
12/18/19 – 9:40 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1500 block of Avenue G.
12/18/19 – 11:08 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Ken-
neth Kyle Pierce, 35, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1700 block 
of 35th Street on a charge of 
aggravated domestic abuse/
assault. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

12/17/19 – 4:09 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Eric John Reid, 3, of 
Montrose in the 2300 block 

of 270th Street in Montrose 
on warrants for violation of 
probation. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
12/17/19 – 4:25 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Dale Lee Heidbreder, 
Jr., 40, of Fort Madison, at 
the sheriff’s office on a judg-
ment hold. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
12/17/19 – 9:25 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brandon Lee 
Ladd, 22, of Keokuk, in the 
1600 block of Main Street 
in Keokuk, on a warrant for 
assault with bodily injury. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
12/18/19 – 4:07 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputes 
responded to a report of a 
one-vehicle accident on Hwy. 
27 northbound. According to 
the report, a vehicle driven 
by Labron Michael Baltimore, 
25, if Minneapolis, who 
reportedly fell asleep at the 
wheel, left the roadway and 
traveled through the median, 
rolled and came to rest on 
it’s side in the ditch. He was 
charged with failure to main-
tain control, no insurance, 
and expired driver’s license. 
No injuries were reported.
12/18/19 – 8:50 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested John Richard Jones, 
38, of Keokuk, at Mt. Pleas-
ant Correctional Center, on 
a warrant for 3rd-degree 
burglary. He was released 
on a pre-trial release.
12/18/19 – 10:00 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Tyler Keith Jen-

nings, 32, of Montrose, 
at the Des Moines Coun-
ty Jail, on a warrant for 
violation of parole. He 
was released on bond.
12/18/19 – 11:47 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jacob Dustan Mills, 
33, of Keokuk, in the 400 
block of Cedar Street in Mon-
trose, on charges of operat-
ing a vehicle without owner’s 
consent, and 3rd-degree 
burglary. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
12/18/19 – 3:31 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Eric John Reid, 
43, of Montrose, at the 
sheriff’s office on charges 
of 1st-degree theft and 
ongoing criminal conduct. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
12/18/19 – 3:48 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Conner Jerome 
Talton, 22, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a charge 
of being a fugitive from 
justice. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue

12/17/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to one medical call and 
two structure fires.
12/18/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls, one 
false alarm, one stove fire, 
and one report of gas odor.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

12/18
1 4 17 18 30
Star Ball: 1

All Star Bonus: 4

12/18 MID-DAY
3 1 8  

12/18 EVENING
4 8 6

12/18 MID-DAY
1 6 8 8

12/18 EVENING
1 4 7 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 12/18
14 18 26 39 68

Powerball: 9
Power Play: 2

https://www.scciowa.edu/scripts/pace/paceinfo.asp
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Scene Around the Area/Current-Lee

FIRE DAMAGE
CLEANUP

ServiceMaster Cleaning and Restoration
provides the emergency fire damage cleanup 
you need after a building fire in your area.

Fort Madison • Burlington
1-800-584-3364

www.smclrr.com

Structure fires are one of the most deadly disasters that can 
strike your home or business. Within minutes, flames can 
destroy and severely damage large sections of your proper-
ty. Without immediate attention, this damage can continue 
to harm your home or business for years to come.

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

The Holy Trinity Early Childhood Center in Ft. Madison recently hosted 
their Christmas concert. The littlest Crusaders included students from 
the childcare room, 4 year old preschool, and pre-kindergarten. The 
joyful event had a spirited mix of Christmas songs and even a visit from 
Santa and his elf.

Courtesy photo

CURRENT-LEE

LEE COUNTY – The following is a list 
of current events and happenings in Fort 
Madison and north Lee County as submit-
ted to the Pen City Current. These listings 
are updated throughout the week and run 
in our E-edition regularly.

The Enchanted Forest
The Fort Madison Chamber of Com-

merce is hosting the Enchanted Forest 
again this year in the Old Lee County Bank 
Building at 803 Avenue G. Businesses have 
sponsored Christmas trees that will be on 
display each Saturday before Christmas 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Partners Annual Dinner
The Fort Madison Annual Dinner is set 

for Feb. 21, 2020.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public 

Library is holding a weekly book sales from 
11 a.m to 1 p.m. on Thursday’s at the Public 
Library.

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s 

Only Community Bingo on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 2 p.m. The 
event is free for seniors and cash prizes are 
awarded. Caregivers Connection is held the 
4th Tuesday of every month at noon. Call 
319-372-4233 to reserve your seat.

Christmas Eve Services
Fort Madison United Methodist Church 

will hold a Christmas Eve service at 4:30 
pm on December 24.  Pastor Lanette Van 
will provide the message.  All are welcome.

City offices closed
Fort Madison City offices will be closing 

at noon on Tuesday, December 24th, and 
will be closed Wednesday, December 25th 
and Wednesday, January 1st for the holi-
days. For the week of Christmas, recycling 
for Route A will be moved from Wednes-

day, December 25th to Tuesday, December 
24th. For the week of New Year’s, recycling 
for Route B will be moved from Wednes-
day, January 1st to Tuesday, December 31st. 
All garbage routes will remain the same.

FM Day at Carver Hawkeye
It will be Fort Madison Day at Carver 

Hawkeye Arena on Dec. 29 at 3 p.m. Tick-
ets for the game include a t-shirt for $15 for 
adults and $10 for children. A bus ticket for 
a Trailways ride to the game is $5. Tickets 
can be purchased through Dec. 11 at the 
Partners office.

Ornament workshop
The Fort Madison Public Library is 

hosting a Christmas Ornament Workshop 
on Dec. 24 from 9:30 to noon at the library 
with a visit from Santa Claus.

Blackhawk Winter Skills 
Camp

The 2019 Blackhawk Baseball Winter 
Break Skills and Evaluation Camps will be 
held Friday and Monday Dec. 27th and 
30th. Youth MVP camp and an Advanced 
& Evaluation Camp will be held from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. for ages 13-18 at Loren 
Walker Arena. Cost is $75 for both days. 
Cost is $75 for both days. For more infor-
mation contact Justin Schulte at 319-208-
5047 or by email at jschulte@scciowa.edu.

Roarin’ in the 20s
Small Grand Things will be hosting 

a Roarin’ in the the 20s New Year’s Eve 
Dance from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the venue 
located south of West Point on West Poin 
Road.

Baxter Sports Complex 
Fundraiser

The 3rd annual Baxter Sports Complex 
Social Tour and Auction Fundraiser on 
Feb. 29, 2020. Tickets will be on sale soon 
at the sports complex.

http://www.smclrr.com
https://cyberhounds.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
mailto:jschulte@scciowa.edu
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Sports

FM Invite loaded with top state wrestlers
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Some of the best wrestlers in the 
state and beyond will be taking the mat this weekend in 
Fort Madison.

The Bloodhounds are hosting the Fort Madison 
Invitational, a two-day pool play and then bracketed 
wrestling tournament on five mats at the Hound Dome 
Friday and Saturday.

Then the little one’s take over on Sunday in at Battle 
of the Border Kids’ Wrestling Tournament also at Fort 
Madison High School.

Head Coach Ryan Smith said last year he got rave re-
views from area coaches about the event’s format. That 
word of mouth has brought in additional schools and 
bring in some of the best wrestlers in the area.

Last year’s Invitational was the first time it had been a 
two-day affair with pool play.

“Last year was the first time we went to two days 
and we got rave reviews from the way it was handled,” 
Smith said.

“They like the format we do with pool wrestling on 
Friday night where we break them into four man pools. 
If we have a full brackets that will mean four pools in 
each weight group.”

The pool play will determine if the wrestlers go into 
the gold bracket which is for the top eight placers in 
pool wrestling Friday, or the Silver Bracket, which is 
the bottom eight in each weight class.

Smith said that helps reduce the possibility of a wres-
tler coming in and going 0-2 and sitting out the rest of 
the tournament.

“We like that because then the wrestlers that go 0-2 
to start can still wrestling the bracket against other 
wrestlers at the same level of competition,” he said.

“That’s the best thing about this tournament.”
Cedar Rapids Kennedy is usually the big kid on the 

block at the tournament and Smith said they will be 
bringing another strong team. But this year wrestlers 
will come from Illinois and Missouri as well.

 “Liberty, out of Wentzville is coming up and they 
have some tough individuals and Solon’s another new 
team coming this year. They’re a Class 2A powerhouse, 
so they’ll bring some competition up as well,” Smith 
said.

 “Washington is also a new team coming up, so this is 
going to be a fun tournament.”

All in all 18 teams are signed up to be at the Hound 

Dome over the weekend. Other schools attending 
include Clear Creek-Amana, Illini West, Dubuque 
Hempstead (new), Louisa-Muscatine, Mediapolis, 
Muscatine, New London, Burlington, Notre Dame, Van 
Buren and Fort Madison Junior Varsity, among others.

“There’ll be all types of state-ranked kids. Cedar Rap-
ids Kennedy has a strong team and they’re the perenni-
al front-runner, but there will be plenty of state-ranked 
athletes that will be here.”

At 285 lbs, the bracket could hold four top 10 wres-
tlers in the state with Fort Madison’s Danen Settles 
sitting at 8th in IAWrestle rankings. But CR Kennedy’s 
Josh Vis is currently 2nd and Dubuque Hempstead’s 
Cayden Lovett is 10th in the most recent rankings. 
Louisa-Muscatine’s Gabe Hayes is 6th in Class 1A.

In the 145 lb bracket, Kennedy’s Dylan Falck is a top 
5 wrestler in that division at 3A, while Ben Faber of 
Hempstead and CJ Walrath of Notre Dame also could 
make that bracket interesting. Washington’s Dillon 
Sanders is 7th in Class 2A.

Other local ranked wrestlers include Burlington’s 
Duncan Delzell No. 8 at 132 lbs, Grifen Molle at 138 
No. 5 from Notre Dame and Blaine Frazier currently 

No. 2 at 113.
Class 2A notables include Solon’s Hayden Taylor, 

who sits atop the 138 lb rankings, along with team-
mates Zeb Gnida 7th at 152, Jax Flynn 2nd at 170,. In 
the Southeast Conference, Keokuk’s Dylan Jeffers is 5th 
at 182.

In 1A, New London comes into the tournament 
ranked 7th in Class 1A as a team and features 113lb 
Marcel Lopez at the top of the rankings. Lopez has 
wrestled at 120 as well this year. Other brackets will 
be interesting with the Tigers Josh Glendening 8th at 
126, Dominic Lopez 5th at 138, Gabe Carter 4th at 160. 
Louisa-Muscatine’s Chase Kruse is 9th at 170.

Action starts at 5 p.m. on Friday through pool 
wrestling and then action picks up again on Saturday 
morning at 10 a.m.

On Sunday youth wrestlers take the mat with di-
vision featuring preK-Kindergarten, bantam (1-2nd 
graders), novice (3-4th graders) juniors (5-6th grad-
ers) and seniors (7-8th graders) in 8-man brackets. 
Registration can still be done online at: https://www.
trackwrestling.com/registration/TW_Register.jsp?tour-
namentGroupId=160303132.

FMHS’ Jakob McGowan will be just one of close to 100 wrestlers to take the mat this weekend 
at the Fort Madison Invitational. Close to 18 teams are scheduled to compete in the two-day 
event Friday and Saturday at the Hound Dome.

PCC File Photo

There’s There’s 
Snow Place Snow Place 
Like Home Like Home 
for thefor the
Holidays.Holidays.

As we enjoy the holidays with family and friends,
we thank you for your support and patronage and

wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Tuesday, December 24 through Wednesday, January 1.
Our special 2019 Year In Review editions will publish Thursday, January 2 through Wednesday, January 8.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

FMMS wrestlers get 
22 wins Monday

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – Fort Madison Junior High 
Wrestlers competed at home against Hannibal, 
Ottumwa, and Keokuk on Tuesday night and 
took 22 of 31 matches.

Individually, Landon Rudd went 3-0 with three 
falls. Jayden Bowen, Connor Dennis, Tate Green, 
Logan Pennock, Teague Smith, and Issac Thatch-
er went 2-0 with two pins each.

Gavyn Siemens went 2-0 with one fall and one 
technical fall. Landon Crank went 2-0. Joe Hart-
man, Maddalee Powers, and Aaron Warner went 
1-1 with one pin. Hannah Carson and Henry 
Wiseman each went 1-1. Sadie Brandon, Bo Hed-
rich, and Calvin Johnson also competed.

The Fort Madison Middle School wrestlers will 
compete again on January 14th, 2020 at Keokuk 
Middle School with wrestling starting at 4:30 
p.m.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://www.trackwrestling.com/registration/TW_Register.jsp?tournamentGroupId=160303132
https://www.trackwrestling.com/registration/TW_Register.jsp?tournamentGroupId=160303132
https://www.trackwrestling.com/registration/TW_Register.jsp?tournamentGroupId=160303132
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fort Madison

Community School Dis-
trict

1930 Avenue M
Minutes of the

Regular Meeting
December 16, 2019

I. The meeting was called 
to order by President Won-
dra at 6:02 p.m. Directors 
Wykert, Hope, DiPrima, 
Menke, Ross and Steffens-
meier were present. Also 
present were Superintendent 
Slater, Director of Curric-
ulum and Student Services 
Harmon and Secretary 
Elmore.

II. Recognition of guests. 
President Wondra welcomed 
members of the audience in 
attendance and explained the 
procedures for the meeting.

III. Reading of Foundation 
documents. The Board read 
and reviewed the Founda-
tion documents consisting 
of the Vision, Mission and 
Belief statements and the 
Goals for the Fort Madison 
Community School District.

IV. Monthly communica-
tions

A. Student Rep report. 
The Board received an up-
date of ongoing activities at 
the High School.

B. Curriculum Corner. 
The Board was given a Per-
kins update.

C. “Did You Know?” The 
Board reviewed the news-
room on the district website.

D. Superintendent Goal 
Report.

National School Safety 
Conference. The Board 
received a presentation on 
the National School Safety 
Conference that took place 
in Las Vegas in July.

Superintendent Slater 
reviewed the Indicators 
of Progress towards the 
Board’s goals.

E. District Presentations. 
The Board received an 
ESTES Facility Assessment 
Report as well as a Facility 
Committee recommenda-
tion.

V. Approve the agenda. 
It was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by Steffens-
meier to approve the agenda 
as presented. The Motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

VI. Consent agenda. It 
was moved by Ross and 
seconded by Wykert to 
approve the consent agenda 
as presented. The consent 
agenda consisted of min-
utes from the November 18 
regular meeting; December 
2, 2019 Work Session; fi-
nancial reports including the 
November Balance Sheet, 
November Revenue Sum-
mary, Expenditure Report 
and Student Activity Report, 
accounts payable for the 
November General Account 
Board bills for Approval, 
December General Account 
Board bills for approval, 
Student Activity Board bills 
for approval and Nutrition 
Account Board bills for 
approval; resignations from 
Jennifer Gracey as asso-
ciate at Richardson, Andy 
McWhortor as bus driver, 
Dawn Eid as associate at the 
middle school, Angela Stein 
as associate at Richardson, 
Lynne Lange as administra-
tive assistant to the associate 
principal at the high school; 
employment of Emily Brux-
voort as associate at Lincoln, 
Sydney Simons as associate 
at Lincoln, Amy Gruntmeir 
as administrative assistant to 

the associate principal at the 
high school, Tim Harmon as 
associate at Richardson, Me-
lissa Pollpeter as associate at 
Richardson, James Boyle as 
food service delivery driver, 
Karen Jones as student gov-
ernment sponsor; contract 
modification for Judy Hand 
for transfer in assignment 
and increase in hours and 
approval of activity and ath-
letic fundraisers. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

VII. Action Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services.
1. Approve District De-

veloped Service Delivery 
Plan committee members. 
The Board reviewed the 
committee members for the 
District Developed Service 
Plan. It was moved by Hope 
and seconded by DiPrima 
to approve the committee 
members as presented. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

B. Superintendent.
1. Approval of SBRC 

Modified Allowable Growth 
Application. The Board re-
viewed the SBRC Modified 
Allowable Growth Applica-
tion. It was moved by Ross 
and seconded by DiPrima to 
approve the SBRC Modified 
Allowable Growth Appli-
cation for $419,652.80 for 
Open Enrollment Out not 
in the Fall 2018 Count and 
$1,513.60 for ELL Beyond 
5 years as presented. The 
motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

2. Consider approval 
of the sharing agreement 
between FMCSD and Holy 
Trinity for Girls Tennis for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
The Board reviewed the 
sharing agreement. Discus-
sion followed. It was moved 
by Menke and seconded by 
Steffensmeier to approve the 
sharing agreement between 
FMCSD and Holy Trinity 

for the 2019-2020 school 
year as presented. The mo-
tion passed on a 7-0 voice 
vote.

3. Consider approval of 
the request for travel for 
a group of four to attend 
the National Symposium 
for Strategic CSforALL 
Resource and Implemen-
tation Planning in Denton, 
TX on January 14 and 15, 
2020. The Board reviewed 
the trip request. It was 
moved by Ross and second-
ed by Menke to approve the 
request for travel from the 
group to attend the National 
Symposium for Strategic 
CSforALL Resource and 
Implementation Planning in 
Denton, TX on January 14 
and 15, 2020 as presented. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

4. Consider approval 
of the request for travel 
from the high school music 
department to travel to 
Orlando, Florida on April 
6-11, 2021. The Board 
reviewed the trip request. 
It was moved by DiPrima 
and seconded by Ross to 
approve the request for 
travel from the high school 
music department to travel 
to Orlando, FL on April 
6-11, 2021 as presented. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote.

C. Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Manager.

1. Approval of Depository 
Resolution for Fiscal Year 
2019-2020. The Board re-
viewed the Depository Res-
olution. BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the Board of Education 
of the Fort Madison Com-
munity School District, that 
we do hereby designate 
the following named banks 
to be depositories of the 
Fort Madison Community 
School District of funds in 
the amount not to exceed 
the amount named opposite 

each of said designated 
depositories and the school 
treasurer is hereby autho-
rized to deposit the Commu-
nity School District funds 
in amount not to exceed in 
the aggregate, the amount 
named for said bank.

Connections Bank 
$1,000,000

Iowa School Joint Invest-
ment Trust $30,000,000

(PMA Financial Network)
UMB Financial Corp 

$2,000,000
Lee County Bank and 

Trust $10,000,000
It was moved by Hope 

and seconded by Wykert 
to approve the depository 
resolution as presented. 
The motion passed on a 7-0 
voice vote

2. Approval of DLR 
Contract for the high school 
HVAC. The Board reviewed 
the Contract with DLR 
for the high school HVAC 
project. It was moved by 
Ross and seconded by Hope 
to approve the DLR contract 
as presented. The motion 
passed on a 7-0 voice vote.

VIII. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curriculum 

and Student Services.
1.
B. Superintendent
1. Policies for 1st read-

ing. The Board reviewed 
policies 200.4 through 
208.1-R and 501.6 through 
505.5-R. These policies will 
be brought back at a later 
meeting for final approval.

2. Certified Employee 
Attendance. The certified 
employee attendance report 
was accepted as presented.

3. Board Member Atten-
dance. The Board reviewed 
and discussed the Board 
Member Attendance report.

4. Scheduled January 
Board Instructional Tour. 
The Board will tour Lincoln 
Elementary on January 14, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m.

C. Board Secretary/Busi-
ness Manager.

1. IASB Convention Dis-
cussion. The Board shared 
their experiences at the 
annual IASB Convention in 
Des Moines last month.

IX. Comments from the 
audience. There were none.

X. Legislative update. The 
Board received a legislative 
update.

XI. Announcements
January 6, 2020 6:00 

PM – Work Session, Board 
Room, Central Office

January 15, 2020 5:00 PM 
– Navigate the Board Lead-
ership Landscape with Core 
Governance Skills, Fairfield 
High School

January 20, 2020 6:00 
PM – Regular Meeting, 
Board Room, Central Office 
XII. Adjourn. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Tim Wondra, Board 
President

December 16, 2019
Sandra Elmore, Board 

Secretary

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
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Classifieds

Give the Gift of Great Service
Gift Card Sale

Sale ends 12.23.19

$25 for $20
$50 for $40
$75 for $60
$100 for $80

$25 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order S250 or More

$50 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

Excludes tires and batteries. Cannot 
combine with any other offers. One 

time use. Valid for a limited time only.

$10 OFF
Oil Change

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

Battery Check, Suspension Check,
All Fluids Level Check,

Radiator & Coolant Check,
Tire Check, and Lights Check.

PLUS Road Test

For faster service, please call ahead
for an appointment. Cannot combine 
offers. Valid for a limited time only.

$99.95
ALIGNMENT

SPECIAL
Includes:

Computerized Alignement,
Brake Inspection,
and Tire Rotation

Valid on most vehicles. Excludes 
parts. Cannot combine offers. Valid 

for a limited time only.

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

319-372-2478
535 Avenue G • Fort Madison, IA

Mon - Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm
www.griffinmuffler.com

GRIFFIN
Muffler & Brake Center

Experience the
Difference Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Thomas Klann CLU RICP FSCP LTCP LUTCF,
Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Business: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Call Martha at 319.316.3621 today to advertise!

https://www.griffinmuffler.com/about/specials/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.cullenpest.com
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 20 Dec

Overcast
High– 39.4º F | Low – 31.2º F

SAT 21 Dec

Clear
High– 41.3º F | Low – 33.7º F

SUN 22 Dec

Clear
High– 45.1º F | Low – 38.9º F

MON 23 Dec

Overcast
High– 47.1º F | Low – 43.1º F

TUE 24 Dec

Overcast
High– 50.5º F | Low – 45.7º F

OpenWeatherMap

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.GRRWA.com Facebook.com/GRRWA

‘Tis the Season of Gifting

As you celebrate the season, please remember that most gift wrapping is not recyclable.
Please do not recycle Christmas wrapping paper as some of the materials used to make it are not recyclable.

Dispose of your Christmas wrapping paper in your regular trash cans.
Any curbside bins containing these materials could compromise an entire load.

Thank you for keeping your Christmas green!

improve the country for years to coming.
 “But always remember the foundation was secured 

and protected by those in front of you,” Doty said.
He told the story of Salvatore Guinta, the first living 

person since the Vietnam War to receive the country’s 
highest military honor, the Medal of Valor.

Guinta and his platoon were ambushed on the way 
back to their post after providing security cover for a 
mission in Afghanistan in 2007, his second tour. The 
sargeant walking point was hit by enemy fire in a hail 
of bullets and grenades from an ambush. Guinta ran 
straight into the enemy fire, as his platoon fired guns 
and launched grenades into the ambush. Guinta killed 
at least one Taliban fighter, and wounded several others 

before recovering a soldier that was being dragged 
away, and pulled him to cover.

The soldier would die the next day from his wounds, 
but those in Guinta’s platoon said with all the enemy 
fire happening, there’s no way he should be alive.

 “What most amazes me about Staff Sgt. Guinta is his 
commitment to the the team and how humble he is,” 
Doty said.

“He said, ‘If I’m a hero, every man that stands around 
me, every woman in the military, everyone who goes 
into the unknown, is a hero.’,” Doty said.

Doty said he watched an interview with Guinta a 
few years ago where a reporter asked him what kind of 
soldier he is, and Guinta responded, “Average”.

“The reporter said, ‘you were just awarded the high-
est award that the military has, presented by the United 

States, and you are average?’ ‘Yep’, he said, ‘You should 
see the good ones,” Doty recalled.

Doty said not every veteran performs great acts of 
valor, but every veteran is truly a hero in their own 
right, simply because they served.

He said the U.S. has been at war for 18 years and the 
country has the largest population of young veterans 
since the Vietnam War. He said the Iowa National 
Guard has the largest number of veterans in their for-
mation since World War II.

But he said less than 1% of Americans choose to 
serve in the military and 78% come from families that 
have already served.

“The contributions these veterans and their families 
make on behalf of our country are remarkable,” he said.

Military service isn’t for everyone, but every young 
person should consider whether it may be right for 
them, he said.

He said the country needs to broaden the appeal of 
service to include all fabrics of society, all socioeco-
nomic groups and ethnic backgrounds.

“The pride and honor of military service should not 
be reserved for just those who hail from a tradition of 
military service.”

The FMHS Student Government presented the 
American Legion Auxiliary with a check for $350 at the 
end of the assembly.

ASSEMBLY - Continued from Page 1

Veteran encourages grads to consider military options

Commander Sgt. Major Matt Doty talks with 
students and faculty Thursday at FMHS.

http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.grrwa.com
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