
Pen City Current
SPORTS:
The Fort Madison Lady Hounds moved 
to 6-0 in conference play with win over 
Keokuk Thursday night.
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It’s Wright, Morawitz - Round 2

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 2nd Ward City Councilman Brian Wright will be seeking 
another four years on the City Council in the upcoming November elections.

With the elections less than seven weeks away, Wright says he wants to continue 
his work on the council and see that infrastructure and services to the people of Fort 
Madison and his ward remain a high priority.

Wright was originally appointed to the council in 2011 and then won a special 
election for the seat and was re-elected in 2013 to his first full term. He opposed Bob 
Morawitz in 2013 and will 
oppose Morawitz again in 
this election.

Wright said his fami-
ly has a rich tradition of 
serving the community and 
he wants to continue that 
legacy that was instilled in 
him by his parents. Brian’s 
brother John served several 
stints as Fort Madison’s 
mayor.

“My mom and dad always 
taught me about service to 
the community,” Wright 
said. “The council and 
myself have moved the town forward and we’ve got lots of stuff done in the Second 
Ward including 15th Street, Avenue F on 13th and 14th streets and other infrastruc-
ture improvements throughout the city. I want to continue on this council because it 
puts the city and citizens first above everything else.”

One of the issue the six-year councilman wants to work on improving is the com-
munication between the city and its citizens. He said at times Fort Madison residents 

Incumbent Wright says city 
infrastructure a priority

Morawitz questions city’s 
direction on several issues

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Robert Morawitz ran for 2nd Ward city councilman in 2013...
against Brian Wright. Morawitz is throwing his hat in the ring again in 2017...against 
Brian Wright.

Morawitz has also run unsuccessfully for state senator in Iowa, but said he heard 
when he was campaigning that people wanted him to run for City Council instead.

A former member of the U.S. Navy, Morawitz moved to Fort Madison about 31 
years ago and says he plans to stay here for quite a while. One of the biggest reason 

he’s running is that he’s con-
cerned with the direction of 
the council and the city.

He said one of his big-
gest concerns is the Hwy 
61 project that is currently 
underway.

“I don’t know what the 
schedule is for that but they 
started in the wrong place. 
I think they should have 
started between 2nd and 
6th streets. They have $14 
million and I don’t think 
that’s going to be enough to 
do all the things they want 

to do and the most expensive is between 2nd and 6th,” Morawitz said.
Morawitz said they would have the sewer separation and costs associated with 

the Old Fort and the historical significance of that area of the highway will result in 
higher costs and those improvements should have been done first and then move 
down the highway with the money that’s left over.

In contrast to his opponent, Morawitz is in favor of moving the depot back down-

“My mom and dad al-
ways taught me about ser-
vice to the community....I 
want to continue on this 

council because it puts the city and 
citizens first above everything else.”

 -Brian Wright,
Candidate for 2nd Ward Councilman

“I don’t know why we’re 
not promoting ourselves. 

We’ve got a beautiful river 
and parks here. We’re sit-
ting at the widest part of the river and 

we’re not doing anything with it.”
 Bob Morawitz,

Candidate for 2nd Ward Councilman

Lee County Auditor to hold voter registration booth on Tuesday

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 is Na-

tional Voter Registration 
Day and the Lee County 
Auditor’s office is taking 
advantage of the opportu-
nity to engage voters and 
address questions with 

new voter ID laws.
Nikki Sugars, the 

elections administrator in 
the auditor’s office, said 
the staff will be at Hy-Vee 
in Keokuk from 10 to 11 
a.m. on Tuesday and will 
also be at Fareway in Fort 
Madison from 2 to 3 p.m.

“We think it’s just help-
ful to the voters to have 
it out there someplace 
where voters are,” Sugars 
said.

Lee County has an over-
all population accord-
ing to the last census of 
35,862 of which 23,383 

are registered to vote. But 
Sugars said the population 
numbers include children 
under the age of 17 1/2 so 
she didn’t know what per-
centage of actual eligible 
voters in Lee County are 
registered.

Sugars said the booths 

will also give voters a 
chance to ask any ques-
tions or get information 
on new voter ID laws 
recently enacted.

“We’re also using it as 
an educational time to let 

Office to have staff at Fare-
way from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

See VOTERS, page 3

See MORAWITZ, page 8See WRIGHT, page 9
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LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennet Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• 1st Five • Child/Adolescent Health 
• Emergency Preparedness

• Environmental Health
• HOPES • Homecare • Hospice 

• I-Smile Silver® • Immunizations
• Senior Health • Wellness

How can we help you?

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
FRI 22 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 90.8º F | Low – 77.3º F

SAT 23 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 91.1º F | Low – 74.9º F

SUN 24 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 86.9º F | Low – 68.9º F

MON 25 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 69.8º F | Low – 60.1º F

TUE 26 Sep

Light Rain
High– 57.5º F | Low – 48.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

OBITUARIES

LAWRENCE EDWARD “LARRY” 
SCHNISTOCK

 
Lawrence Edward “Larry” Schinstock, 62, of rural Salem, passed away at 8:18 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017.
Born August 28, 1955 in Fort Madison, Iowa the son of Edward and Rosanna 

(Stohlmeier) Schinstock. On July 20, 1979 he married Sue Hoenig at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Fort Madison, Iowa.

Survivors include his wife: Sue of rural Salem, Iowa; one daughter: 
Jennifer Schinstock (Jarred Recker) of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; one son 
Phil (Amanda) Schinstock of West Point, Iowa;  one granddaughter: 
Emery; three brothers: Dale (Terri) Schinstock of Urbandale, Iowa, 
Ken Schinstock of Salem, Iowa and Randy (Sharon) Schinstock of Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa; one sister: Kathy (Wayne) Walljasper of St. Paul, Iowa; 

one aunt: Sister Dorothy Stohlmeier and several nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and one sister Joan Margaret.
Larry did carpentry work and was a lifelong farmer. He was a member of St. John 

the Baptist Catholic Church and the Houghton Knights of Columbus Council #3905. 
He enjoyed carpentry work, camping, attending National tractor pulls, family and 
especially being a grandpa.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. Friday, September 22, 2017 at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Houghton, Iowa where the family will receive friends from 3:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. that evening. A Knights of Columbus Rosary will be recited at 4:00 
p.m. A Christian Wake Service will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the church.

The Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, September 23, 
2017 with Father Bruce DeRammelaere as celebrant. Burial will be in St. John’s Cem-
etery in Houghton.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to St John’s Catholic Church or the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

SCHINSTOCK

JUDITH J. STEPHENSON
Judith J. Stephenson, 65, of Montrose, IA, passed away at 11:21 a.m. on Thursday, 

September 21, 2017 at the University of Iowa Hospitals in Iowa City.  Arrangements 
are pending at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.

BETTY L. SANDERS
Betty L. Sanders, 76, of Houghton, Iowa passed away Wednesday, September 20, 

2017 at Arbor Court in Mount Pleasant.
Born September 27, 1940 in Fort Madison, Iowa the daughter of Robert and Esther 

(Mueller) Stuecker. On November 9, 1963 she married James Edward “Jim” Sanders 
at St. James the Less Catholic Church in St. Paul, Iowa. He preceded her in death on 

February 9, 2015.
Survivors include one son: Joseph (Heather) Sanders of Ankeny; 

one daughter: Stacie (Lou) Baccam of Mt. Pleasant; five grandchildren: 
Hailie (Ben) Carlson, Collin and Brett Baccam, Dylan and Olivia 
Sanders; four brothers: Robert (Martha Ann) Stuecker of St. Paul,  Le-
Roy (Viola) Stuecker of St. Paul, Larry (Marge) Stuecker of Pilot Grove 
and Mark (Pam) Stuecker of St. Paul and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Jim and one 
brother Donnie.

Betty was retired from the Mental Health Institute in Mt. Pleasant. She was a mem-
ber of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton and the Altar and Rosary 
Society of the church. She enjoyed camping, being with the “Sunshine Girls” and 
especially her grandchildren.

Friends may call after 12:00 noon Friday, September 22, 2017 at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in West Point, Iowa. The family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. that evening. A Christian Wake Service will be held at 6:00 p.m. at the funeral 
home.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, September 23, 2017 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton with Father Bruce DeRamme-
laere as celebrant.

Burial will be at the St. John’s Catholic Cemetery in Houghton.
Memorials may be made in her memory to St. John’s Catholic Church.
 Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

The Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point is assisting the family with the arrange-
ments.

SANDERS

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.bsigroup.com
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The most important 

Back To School supply: 
CLEAR VISION

Schedule your appointment today!

319-372-2321
716 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, IA

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. 
3rd Generation Optometrist

www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
      Like us on Facebook!

OUR SERVICES
• Glaucoma Diagnosis  • Eye Injury Treatment
• Cataract Diagnosis   • Family Eye Care
• Contact Lenses   • Frames & Lenses 
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis  • Pediatric Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment   • Macular Degeneration
• Eye Allergy Treatment    Diagnosis
• Eye Infection Treatment  

and so much more!

Back to School Eye Exam Specials 
going on now through September 29th!

Complete Eye Care Packages 
starting at

includes:
Select Frames & 

Scratch Resistant Lenses 
*See optician for details

Specializing in
Family Eye Care
and Treatment.

$93.00

 9/21 MID-DAY
3 8 1 

9/21 EVENING
2 0 0

 9/21 MID-DAY
5 6 3 8

9/21 EVENING
2 8 3 2

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 9/21
7 13 19 24 30
Lucky Ball: 12

Pen City Current encourages you to play responsibly.

RONALD ALLEN CARTER
Ronald Allen Carter, 54, of Keokuk, Iowa died at 12:03 a.m. Thursday, September 

21, 2017 at the Fort Madison Community Hospital, Fort Madison, Iowa.  He was 
born September 28, 1962 in Illinois, a son of Jerry and C. Jane (Rush-
er) Carter.  He married Linda Duncan.  They later divorced.

He was a graduate of Wapello High School.  Ron was co-owner of 
the Big River Outdoors magazine with The Hawkeye in Burlington.  
He loved photography.  He was an avid deer and pheasant hunter 
and a tournament fisherman.  He loved sharing his passions with his 
children.

He is survived by his mother, Jane Carter of LaHarpe, Illinois; one 
son Craig Carter (fiancé Kayla Beriou), of Montrose, Iowa; one daughter Rebekah 
Carter, of Montrose; two brothers, Lonnie Lewis of Dallas City, Illinois and Stan Car-
ter of Cahokia, Illinois; one sister Janet Eckerd of Dupo, Illinois; nieces and neph-
ews.  He was preceded in death by his father, and two sisters, Rose Lewis and Glenda 
Hutson.

His body has been cremated.  His family will greet friends from 5:00 - 6:00 pm 
Monday, September 25, 2017 at the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.  A me-
morial service will follow and begin at 6:00 pm Monday at the funeral home, with 
Pastor Dean Graber officiating.  Burial will be at a later date.  Online condolences to 
the Carter Family may be at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.  Barr /Memorial Chapel 
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com is in charge of the arrangements.

CARTER

OBITUARIES

people know of the new 
voter ID laws,” she said. 
“If you don’t have a valid 
driver’s license or valid 
state ID card in the DOT’s 
system by December 
you will be issued a state 
voter ID card in the mail 

sometime after they check 
everything against their 
database.

Voters won’t techni-
cally have to provide an 
identification at election 
sites until January of 2019. 
Sugars said the new law 

was probably a result of a 
crackdown on voter fraud.

“We haven’t really heard 
of any voter id fraud 
rampant around here, but 
they are hearing of it in 
the bigger metro areas.”

State voter ID cards will be sent 
out at year’s end

VOTERS - Continued from Page 1

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent
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Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I

BY PCC STAFF

BURLINGTON - A combined mid-
dle school football program in Burling-
ton handed Fort Madison’s 8th grade 
program it’s first loss Tuesday night 
34-0.

Head Coach Ryan Smith said the 
FMMS found it tough getting things 
going offensively, but the game gave the 
8th graders a chance to see where they 
were at for the year.

Landes Williams led the crimson and 
black in rushing with eight carries for 
42 yards. Jakob McGowan carried eight 

times for 40 years. Tate Johnson rushed 
five times for seven yards.

Williams also had three completions 
for five yards and an interception.

Johnson and Wiliams had four and 
five tackles respectively. Johnson also 
has a fumble recovery.

“It was a great opportunity to see 
where we are at as a team, and we will 
definitely grow from this experience,” 
Smith said.

The 7th grade team tied Burlington 
6-6.

FMMS plays on Tuesday at home 
against Ottumwa at 4:30 .

Burlington shuts out 
FM 8th graders

Hounds spikers 6-0
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison Bloodhounds took about half a set to get 
things going in the right direction Thursday night in girls high school volleyball 
action.

The Hounds have played seven matches in four days, but settled in for a 25-14, 25-
4, 25-18 win over visiting Keokuk.

The first set had the Hounds tied with the Chiefs at 14 after going back and forth 
on points for about five points, but then Amber Dilsaver went on a 10-0 run from 
the service line and put the game away.

“Our servers did a nice job by taking Keokuk out of system and getting 19 aces.  
Leigh (Johnson) and Amber got in rhythm and our offense got going,” said head 
coach Kent Bailey.

Dilsaver finished 16-of-17 serving on the night with six aces to lead the Hounds. 
Leigh Johnson was the assist leader again for Fort Madison with 31 in the three sets. 
Josie Pumphrey had 13 digs for FMHS and went 14-of-17 serving with five aces. 
Kamryn Bailey had 10 digs and served 9-of-10 with two aces. Dilsaver had 17 kills 
on the night, Courtney Woodley had six kills,  and McKenna Fehseke had five to 
lead the ladies at the net.

“It took a game to get our legs underneath us tonight,” Bailey said. “We’ve had a 
good week of volleyball, but have some kids nursing some soreness and illness.  It’s 
nice to know we can go out and win games when we aren’t at our best.  Give Keokuk 
credit for digging up a number of tough hits tonight.”

The Hounds are now 16-4 overall and are still unbeaten in the Southeast Confer-
ence at 6-0. They will play host again on Tuesday night to Iowa City Liberty. 

Senior Leigh Johnson sends one of her 33 sets on the night into the air 
for Amber Dilsaver (14) to spike for the Hounds Thursday night.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.grrwa.com


Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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This Real Estate & Personal Property Auction is coming up fast! Saturday, September 23rd at 
9AM. We’ll be selling 30.59 Surveyed Acres in 4 Tracts. 3 Great Building Sites (all have paved road 
access!) & 1 Tract complete with a 3BR, 2BA Brick Ranch Style Home! Property is located at 3384 
190th Street (J50), Wever, IA. Just North of Fort Madison at the Junction of Business Hwy 61 & 
the Hwy 61 Bypass. Look for signs! Also selling personal property! Call today for a private showing! 
319-367-5744.

Corey Fraise presents

Dittmer Family Auction

Click this ad to watch a video preview of the auction!

Executive Director

United Way of the Great River Region which serves Lee 
County in Iowa, Hancock County in Illinois and Clark Coun-
ty in Missouri is seeking an Executive Director to manage all 
aspects of a non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
lives in the area of health, education and financial stability.
  
Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Exec-
utive Director is responsible for all administrative, fund-
raising, fund distribution, operations, donor and commu-
nity relations of the organization. The Executive Director 
is also responsible for developing key external and inter-
nal collaborations, partnerships, relationships and grant 
writing which include the Board of Directors, community 
partners, leaders and staff. The Executive Director will 
manage full-time and part-time staff as well as multiple 
volunteers with various responsibilities as aligned with 
the UWGRR strategic plan.  College degree with major 
in business, management or marketing is encouraged.  
Non-profit experience, particularly with United Way a plus.

This is a full-time salaried position.  Salary is negotiable.  
Benefits include vacation and sick pay.   United Way of 
the Great River Region is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Send letters of application and resumes to: 
Pam Bierwirth, UWGRR President  

pam-bierwirth@hotmail.com
or PO Box 251, Keokuk, IA  52632 

Deadline for application is September 30, 2017

319-246-1294
Like Us On Facebook!

JOB FAIR
Tues., Sept. 26th
10:00am - 2:00pm
at Bagcraft Papercon
2068 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison

We place people first!

Team Staffing is hosting a job fair at Bagcraft Papercon. 
Multiple placement opportunites are available. 

Plant Tours

On-Site Interviews!

Giveaways
Refreshments

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

www.pencitycurrent.com

Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information
First. Fresh. Local.
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.

5

T1D
HAVE
COULD
AMERICANS
MILLION

BY
2050 jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT
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accelerating life-changing 
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type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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Classifieds

6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
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Bloomington, IL1501580
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State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Saturday, Sept. 23rd
7:30pm-10:30pm

  Steve Mclain
                   of the Jefferson County Green Band

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday

thru
Saturday 5:00pm

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Advertise your 
service business

90 days
Only $7499

2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

http://www.fortmadison.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017-Ladies-Golf-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:sross%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
mailto:mailto:n.rung%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

http://seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front

Are you a Cross Country Alumni? Need an 
early Christmas gift idea?  Click this ad or 
go to the url above to support our program. 
Reference Coach Mendez as you check out, 
and he will make sure you get your product.

Contact him after ordering at
brian.mendez@fmcsd.org

so he has your contact information

Support your FMHS 
Cross Country Team

Shop Custom FMHS Cross Country Gear
shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396

town, not because it will increase business but because 
it’s a more attractive place to drop off and pick up 
passengers and they’ll get to see more of the beauty of 
Fort Madison, which is another area he’d like to have an 
impact.

Morawitz said the city isn’t doing enough to promote 
itself.

“We were traveling in northern Iowa recently and 
you see those tourist racks and you see flyers from 
Keokuk and Nauvoo, but there wasn’t anything from 
Fort Madison. I don’t know why we’re not promoting 
ourselves. We’ve got a beautiful river and park here. 
We used to have bass tourneys here all the time and we 
don’t have that. We don’t have the restaurant at the ma-
rina any more. That drew people in, boats fill up with 
gas and grab a burger and drink. We’re sitting at the 
widest part of the river and we’re not doing anything 
with it.”

As far as the Fort Madison economy, Morawitz said 
the investors should come because of what we have to 
offer, not necessarily what financial incentives we can 
give them, but he said there is a time and a place for 

those types of incentives.
“It’s almost become a have-to thing. I don’t like it. 

Sometimes they’re offered before they’ve even asked for 
it,” he said. “I’ve been at city council meetings where 
there are people remodeling a home and asking for a 
TIF. I don’t agree with that. As far as businesses it just 
becomes a game where they try to see how much they 
can get and they’re going to be here anyway. I’m kind 
of upset with the state, they were looking at our re-
newable energy and we didnt need to give them that. It 
shouldn’t be a first step, it can be negotiated - but that’s 
taxpayer money.”

He said incentives used at the Iowa Fertilizer Com-
pany were heavy, but the potential for feeder industries 
to come to the area is greater now and there’s been talk 
of expansion out on that property as well as the local 
employees still spending money locally. IFC does pay a 
sum annually in lieu of property taxes for 20 years. The 
amount increases every five years before the company 
comes on the tax roles.

He said property taxes in Fort Madison are about 
average for a city its size in the state but he said as long 
as similar homes are assessed equally the system is fair 
and people are paying what needs to be paid to make 
sure services from the city and schools and other taxing 
bodies are intact.

As far as what he’d like to see improved, Morawitz 
said he’d like to see the downtown area spruced up for 
businesses and residents in that area, but those im-
provements are very expensive.

“At one time the city had talked about redoing Ave-
nue G and installing new curbs and sidewalks. It would 
be very expensive. The businesses don’t want to pay for 
it. I don’t like when they redo a street and I have to pay 
for it. Things need to get done downtown. They talked 
about putting brick back in, not old bricks but a newer 
brick and that would be an asset to the town to bring 
the old feel back to it with the older buildings we have.”

He said when he tells people he’s from Fort Madison 
he’s heard them say, ‘Oh...that’s the town with the old 
Victorian homes and the brick streets.’

Morawitz is a former chairman of the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission and was integral in bringing the 
city’s Park to Park district onto the National Register of 
Historic Places. He also helped design and purchase the 
brown historic street signs that are now present in the 
district.

He said the river is another feature of the city that 
isn’t being utilized to its fullest potential.

He agreed with Wright that it’s good Riverfest is back 
because it’s helping bring people into town and down 
to the riverfront but he said the city should be more 
engaged in trying to reopen the marina.

“I’m a bit upset that the city has not done anything 
with the restaurant. They say it’s in a flood zone but 
it’s always been in a flood zone. They’ve had offers to 
renovate it but the city hasn’t moved on that yet. They 
did some work on the docks and they’re constantly 
dredging to keep the marina open. At one point there 
was a plan to extend the break water further into the 
river to prevent some of the silting. That’s probably very 
expensive and probably why that hasn’t been done. But 
we have a beautiful view of the river and we need to 
promote it.”

He said the rumors of the Viking Cruise lines are still 
out there and he thinks that would be a good addition 
to the city and riverfront.

“Last I heard they were still trying to get approvals 
for boats to be built - I don’t know where that ended 
up,” he said. “I would love to have them here but we 
need to work on the riverfront.”

Morawitz said he would most likely limit his term to 
two if he won as he thinks younger people need to be 
more involved in the future of the city, but he thinks 
term limits ultimately should be left up to the voters.

“I think that should be decided at the polls, but I 
pretty much decided I would like to do just two terms 
if I get in. I think some younger people should get 
involved. The thing is it’s hard getting people to run,” 
Morawitz said. “I think there’s things I’d like to get 
done and I think it would take more than 4 years. I 
think Councilman Chris Greenwald was going to do 
two terms also, but since no one ran he stayed in. I’m 
hoping more people get involved.”

Morawitz has set up a Facebook page for his candi-
dacy where information on these topics and more can 
be found by visiting https://www.facebook.com/Bob.
Morawitz/.

Morawitz says city struggling to promote itself
MORAWITZ - Continued from Page 1

www.teamssi.com

We Place People First
Now Hiring

Contact us today! 

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O • Ft. Madison, Ia

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
http://shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Bob.Morawitz
https://www.facebook.com/Bob.Morawitz
http://www.teamssi.com


October, seasonal 
temperature, 

precipitation outlooks
BY JOHN FELDT
BLUE WATER OUTLOOK

OCTOBER OUTLOOK

October Temperature Outlook

October Precipitation Outlook

SEASONAL OUTLOOKS
Science Behind This (Seasonal) Outlook:

NOAA forecasts are generally transitioning from an 
ENSO (La Niña or El Niño) Neutral into patterns asso-
ciated with a weak La Niña over the next few months. 
The temperature outlook is aligned along longer-term 
trends, i.e. warmer temperatures. However, a majority 
of the U.S. is outlined in “Equal Chances” for either 
above- or below-normal precipitation (unshaded) due 
to the uncertainty, weakness, and short duration of a La 
Niña.

October-November-December Temperature Outlook

October-November-December Precipitation Out-
look

AGRICULTURE

get either misinformation or a lack of information from the city. He said social media can be a platform of incor-
rect information and the city needs to do a better job at making sure citizens have correct information.

He said people get upset with the city about certain projects or directions city officials are going but the people 
don’t have all the information they need to understand why things are done the way they are.

Wright pointed to the parks and street work that’s being done.
“One thing that has come about is the parks and people believe we are letting the parks go because we don’t have 

the prison labor anymore, but that’s not true. Our parks are in great shape because of some hires we’ve made,” he 
said.

“And streets, people don’t understand why we are doing them the way we are and 27th street is a great exam-
ple. That money came from IDOT and it can only be used for that because it’s Hwy. 61. We are also under some 
EPA mandates on storm sewer and sanitary sewer separation so a lot of things have to be done according to those 
guidelines and people just don’t understand that because they don’t have that information.”

Other hotly debated issues have been in front of the city council in the past weeks and months. One of which is 
relocating the depot, an issue that may not be decided until election time depending on the progression of negoti-
ations between the city and Amtrak.

Wright said he’s heard both sides of the issue of moving the depot to its former location on the riverfront near 
downtown Fort Madison and said right now he’s on the side of leaving it where it is.

He said the people using the depot either in its current place or moved to the east will be stopping for gas or get-
ting food regardless of where it is located and he can’t see spending the money yearly to maintain the new depot. 
Figures have estimated the cost to be between $35,000 and $50,000 per year for a 20-year agreement.

“That’s money that can’t be spent on streets or for fire protection. I’m really torn on it right now, I guess that’s 
the best way to say it,” he said. “I get that people can see the downtown and the riverfront. It is beautiful down 
there, but they can see that when they are riding in from the east or the west, too. But I just can’t see it bringing a 
lot of business downtown especially when most are closed on the second stop at 7 p.m.”

Wright said he’d rather see the city put that money into attracting the Vikings Cruise Lines to the city.
“I think the Viking Cruise Line would benefit us more than a rail depot.  I think investing in that and making 

sure it’s aesthetically pleasing would be a great benefit for the town. There’s no guarantee they’re still looking at 
this location, but we would have to build a dock for them.”

He said the Riverfront should be the centerpiece of the city but it’s still underutilized.
“I think what Charles and Jenny (Craft) have done with the Riverfest has been wonderful to the community. 

They are seeing success and the city is seeing it from bringing people in. But something has to be done with the 
marina and I don’t know about a bar or nightbclub but a restaurant. I’d like to see something done to the marina 
area with the boats. We’ve dredged and there are some other things we can do,” he said.

He said the pavilion should also be cleaned up and renovated and made attractive for a company like Viking to 
come in and use.

Downtown is also a concern of Wright’s. He said the current progress going on in the area is a good start, but 
he said he still thinks more needs to be done to fix up the properties and make them good places for more apart-
ments and attractive store fronts.

“I’d like to see if we can find more funds to fix the facades. Barkers are doing great things with the Old Lee 
County Bank building and the Cattermole. I don’t think you’ll see much done with the Sears building, but these 
projects are going to help,” he said. “Part of revitalization is making those building inhabitable. I would love to live 
downtown above a store front and have all that at hand. I think that would be a positive change.”

Wright said the city needs to set its sights on the things that benefit the public in big ways, economically.  He 
said the city isn’t in the entertainment business so things like bowling alleys or skating rinks should be done with 
private investment but larger scale hotels, industries, and businesses that have a large impact on the community 
are the ones that should be incentivized.

“We are seeing the benefits of the incentives we gave to Siemens already and you always hear the rumors of oth-
ers locating in that area, too. But anything we can do to spur economic development means spurring the develop-
ment of the people of Fort Madison.”

He said one of the main concerns he hears from people in the second ward is the condition of the streets and 
alleys in the city.

“My response is probably cold at times. It’s an alley. It’s not meant to be traveled so much and would you rather 
us put it into services and amenities or an alley. Lots of streets have been improved. Avenue E from 16th Street 
to 24th Street is done. 15th Street was done and it wasn’t that long ago that 24th Street was done. My next thing 
would be Avenue F from 2nd to 22nd street.

He said the city has also been extending services like water and sewer to further reaches in an effort to grow the 
tax base of the community.

“People always are critical of property taxes and I don’t want to see an increase, but I think we’re doing the right 
things. We’ve made the investment to get infrastructure out and you work toward a bigger tax base when you can 
provide those things.”

Wright said he doesn’t believe in term limits and doesn’t think the city should add anything to the code to 
address council members missing meetings. At Tuesday’s meeting a suggestion was made from a resident to look 
into adding something to the code for attendance.

“I’m not a term limits guy. I believe that when the citizenry feels you haven’t done your job, you address that at 
the polls,” Wright said. “I feel it’s a duty and obligation to come and represent your constituents, but I do know 
illness and family can come into play. I have a 90%+ attendance record but I believe there are extenuating circum-
stances. Nothing should be written into the code, that should be handled at election time.”

From the Front/Ag News
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Wright say cruise line could be 
better investment than depot

WRIGHT - Continued from Page 1

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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