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County attorney wants victim’s advocate in 2019
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - Lee County could have a victim/wit-
ness coordinator in place next fall if all pieces fall into 
place.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Lee County Board 
of Supervisors, Lee County Attorney Ross Braden and 
First Assistant Jonathan Stensvaag approached supervi-
sors about the possibility of hiring someone to advocate 
for victim’s rights in the county.

Braden said an application process for a grant to fund 
the position’s salary is due on Sept. 28, so the county 
needs to move quickly.

He said the found the county currently has 222 

victims in case management and that doesn’t include 
assistant county attorney Bruce McDonald’s files which 
are not indexed in the case management system. He said 
with those files figured in, the count is probably closer to 
250.

“It’s important for our office to establish a relationship 
with these people and maintain communication, not 
only because the victims deserve that attention and not 
only because it’s mandaged by code, but because it helps 
us in the long run when we prosecute the cases,” Braden 
said.

“We are processing cases and showing up in court. 
We simply don’t have the time or resources to give the 
community what it needs in establishing the rapport 
and maintaining this communication with victims of 

crimes.”
He said prepping witnesses and victims, especially 

children, takes a lot of time to develop a rapport and the 
trust with the individuals.

Braden said the grant would cover a salary of approx-
imately $39,000, but asked the county to pay for the 
benefit package.

He said 70% of the counties in Iowa have at least one 
victim/witness coordinator. He said of the 30 that don’t 
have the officer, 26 of those counties have a population 
less than 20,000 people.  Lee County has about 34,000 
residents.

Funds for the position wouldn’t be available until Oc-

These 
Pigs ride 
straight

Iowa’s only chapter of the 
International Renegade 
Pigs Motorcycle Club is 
based in Fort Madison

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The 
Renegade Pigs don’t need 
you - but you just might 
need them.

This Iowa chapter of the 
International Renegade 
Pigs Motorcycle Club is 
very specific about who 
they are and what they do. 
They find solace in each 
other in an otherwise 
demanding world of every 
day life.

You may see these men 
riding down the road and 
think that Fort Madison 
is now home to Hell’s 
Angels, but you’d be better 
off just dropping the 
“Hell’s”.

“Those are what we like 
to call 1% gangs,” said 
Adam Benda, the presi-
dent of the group. “That’s 
the term given to outlaw 
clubs.”

But these guys are no 
outlaws. As a matter of 
fact, they’re mostly former 
military or police officers 
who’ve taken up careers 
in public safety. They now 
dawn leather vests with 
three patches on the back 

indicating their member-
ship in Renegade Pigs as 
the only Iowa Chapter. 
Benda said the three 
patches they wear on their 

backs can be confusing to 
other riders.

“We’re trying to change 

Adam Benda looks over a painting that was 
converted to the insignia patch for the group. 
The painting depicts an older, worn down 
Charlie Brown and Snoopy, who look down 
over a cliff with the sun setting on the world. 
Benda also shows the three-patch identifiers 
on the back of his leather vest. 

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

LCEDG 
kicks off 

2023 fund 
campaign

See COUNTY, page 4

See LCEDG, page 2See BIKERS, page 10

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The 
Lee County Economic 
Development Group tore 
the seam off the group’s 
next five-year fundrais-
ing campaign with a goal 
of $1.6 million Tuesday 
morning.

LCEDG officials spoke 
to about a hundred at-
tendees at a breakfast at 
the Quality Inn and talked 
about the importance of 
continuing the multi-fac-
eted work of the economic 
development group.

Joe Steil, CEO of the 
LCEDG, gave the opening 
remarks and announced 
the next five-year cam-
paign goal of $1.3 million 
to $1.6 million.

No outlaws here
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 19 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 79.9º F | Low – 78.8º F

THU 20 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 91.3º F | Low – 71.1º F

FRI 21 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 66.2º F | Low – 52.2º F

SAT 22 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 68.5º F | Low – 53.3º F

SUN 23 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 77.8º F | Low –63.4º F

OpenWeatherMap

“We truly need everyone 
to own a piece of our fu-
ture successes. Be a part of 
the momentum and action 
making a difference. Invest 
in Lee County’s future,” he 
said.

Jenny Steffensmeier of 
Steffensmeier Welding 
& Mfg., a gold division 
co-chair and secretary 
of the LCEDG board of 
directors, talked about her 
evolution with the LCEDG 
and how she’s made a 
commitment to economic 
development.

“I did not pour over 
my books before I came 
here and I can’t go down a 
list and tell you I’ve got x 
amount of dollars be-
cause of my involvement 
here, but I can tell you 
with certainty that I have 
developed relationships 
with people that created 
opportunity and I’m really, 
really grateful for that,” 
Steffensmeier said.

She said LCEDG puts 
people in the room to 
network and learn and 
problem solve.

 “We all have lots of rea-
sons to do what this orga-

nization is doing. Making 
us vibrant communities 
where our families want 
to live.”

Dennis Fraise, COO of 
LCEDG, said the world 
is changing around us 
whether we like it or not, 
and Lee County is no 
different.

He said said five years 
ago the staff was looking 
at a roomful of strang-
ers. He said 37 investors 
took a leap of faith and 
wrote checks totaling $1.3 
million.

Fraise said 1 in 4 jobs 
and $250 million in wages 
comes from industry in 
Lee County. Lee County 
typically leads the state in 
unemployment, despite 
the low levels now, and are 
typically in the top four in 
generational poverty, and 
he said workforce became 
a mantra for the group.

“You’ll see educators, 
stakeholders, and indus-
tries in the same room,” 
Fraise said. “We have 
tough conversations and 
we’ve taken schools into 
industries and industries 
into schools and mixed 

them up and we’ve worked 
to get them to speak a 
common language.”

He said Grow Lee has 
garnered state and na-
tional attention and Gov. 
Reynolds goes around the 
state and uses Grow Lee as 
an example.

 “Grow Lee exists 
today because of you. We 
built a state and national 
award-winning workforce 
development program 
because of you and your 
hard work.”

He said 4,000 students 
participated in Grow Lee 
and STEM activities and 
five years ago that number 
was 0.

Scott Smith, of Frank 
Millard & Co., Inc., said 
the Iowa Fertilizer Plant 
came because Orascom, 
the IFC parent compa-
ny, and the State of Iowa 
worked with a team at 
LCEDG.

“Within that team was 
the Board of Supervisors...
within that team was the 
City of Fort Madison... 
within that team was the 
City of Keokuk,” he said.

Smith said the existing 

industries are growing 
and see more growth in 
the coming years and the 
influencers in the room 
are part of that growth.

“We have a great story 
to tell because everyone in 
this room is on the same 
page and you’re going to 
get the return on your 
investment,” he said.

Matt Morris, president 
and CEO of Connection 
Bank, talked about the 
relationships between the 

Fort Madison and Keokuk 
Economic Development 
corporations and the 
LCEDG and how that has 
improved over the past 
five years.

Morris said state officials 
and Lee County didn’t 
have a good relationship 
either, but over the past 
five years the group has 
taken large strides to im-
prove the communication 
between all the organiza-
tions, including putting 

a member of both city 
economic groups on the 
LCEDG board.

He said he and Connec-
tion Bank chose to be in-
volved in LCEDG because 
the group said what they 
were going to do and they 
did it.

Ann Menke, a co-cam-
paign chair, then unveiled 
that $875,000 of the mon-
ey has already been raised 
in the campaign through 
24 private donations.

LCEDG already at halfway point of fundraising
LCEDG - Continued from Page 1

At left, Ann Menke, a campaign co-chairperson for the Lee County 
Economic Development Group, and Matt Morris unveil the to-date to-
tal investments for the Lee County 2023 Forward Together fundraiser 
breakfast Tuesday morning.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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From small repairs to major diagnostics...We service all makes & models!
experience the diFFerence

SPIN TO WIN 
Save a little extra, earn a little more 
when you spin the wheel at Griffins 

with every visit you make now 
through September 30th, 2018. 

 Like us on Facebook!

WHY CHOOSE US?

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com

Excludes tires and batteries.
Cannot combine with any other

offers. One time use. Valid for
a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More

DIFM-20974184 US

Improve gas mileage, protect engine parts and prolong 
the life of your vehicle with routine maintenance. 
Ask your service advisor for details.

September 1 - October 31, 2018
Visit technetprofessional.com for promotion details.
*Get $10 in the form of a TECHNET Professional Visa® Prepaid Card by mail with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest® oil filter and air filter with oil change service OR 
get a $15 Visa prepaid card with purchase and installation of a qualifying Carquest oil filter, air filter and cabin air filter with oil change service. Offer valid September 1, 2018 through 
October 31, 2018. Maximum rebate is $15 per vehicle. Restrictions apply. Void where prohibited. Offer may not be combined with any other discount, offer or rebate. Participating 
locations only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit 
cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at midnight EST the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.

by mail with purchase and  
installation of qualifying filters 
with oil change service.

Ask for details.

$15*

 GET
 UP TO 

BY MAIL WITH PURCHASE & 
INSTALLATION OF QUALIFYING 
FILTERS WITH OIL CHANGE SERVICE.

Rebate ends October 31st, 2018
See store for more details.

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

Custom Exhaust Work
 with Over 35 Years 

Experience!
From 1927 Fords to 2019 Dodges

& Everything in between!

Industry 
Accredited, Dependale 

& Friendly Staff
ASE

Certified Technicians
Text reminders 

& updates
6 Mos. Same As Cash

Up-To-Date 
Equipment

Clean, comfortable
waiting room with 

FREE WIFI

Online Scheduling & 
Digitial Inspection 

Reports

Earn credit with
Griffin’s Gratitude 

Rewards Card*

Honest & Reliable 
Service

Customer Referral
 Program

Free Pick Up & 
Delivery in Ft. Madison

Ask Patty* Female 
Friendly Certified

INTRODUCING:
36 months/36,000 miles

PARTS & LABOR 
Nationwide Warranty

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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Business News/From the Front

ATTENTION
SHOPKO
PHARMACY
PATIENTS
Get an instant charge account,
$100 limit with no credit
check when you transfer your
prescription files to us. We can
fill all your medicines together once 
a month, then mail or deliver them 
to you, or have them ready for pick 
up. Get billed the following month
& pay over time.

Transferring prescriptions is easy because 
one call and we take care of it all.

We Offer Free
•Delivery & Mailing

•Medicine Tray Set Up

2404 Avenue L, Ft. Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2300 | 1-800-794-2330
Weekdays - 8:00am to 8:00pm

Saturdays - 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sundays - 10:00am to 2:00pm

www.rashiddrug.com

Rashid Pharmacy would love to be your pharmacy
and show you why we have been the #1 pharmacy in all 

southeast Iowa newspaper polls since the beginning.

RASHID PHARMACY WELCOMES JULIE GERDES
Rashid Pharmacy knows how important relationships are be-
tween the Pharmacy and the patient. Knowing your patients is 
one of the most important parts of the medical profession so that’s 
why we are excited to bring on Shopkos #1 technician. Julie has 
been taking care of Shopko patients for 20 years and we want her 
to continue that here at Rashid Pharmacy.

JULIE GERDES

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

 9/17
3 5 6 19 47

Lucky Ball: 15

 9/17 MID-DAY
6 9 3

 9/17 EVENING
4 2 6

 9/17 MID-DAY
4 2 4 8

 9/17 EVENING
6 0 9 9

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

tober 2019. The funds require a 25% match, which would be at least $8,500. Braden said 
the benefits package would be between $20,000 and $22,000. He said the funds work as 
a reimbursement program where the state reimburses the county for that portion of the 
salary on quarterly payments.

 “It is the responsibility of the county and the county attorney to make sure victims 
have their rights protected and make sure they get proper justice. So often I hear so 
much about the rights of the person accused of the crime and I felt for years victims are 
almost like a secondary citizen. This is a very important step forward for us as a county 
doing our job to protect the rights of victims in the county,” said supervisor Ron Fedler.

In other action, supervisors
• approved forgiving taxes on 14 properties in Keokuk as requested by the city of-

ficials so the city can begin dealing with the properties. Several hiccups in the abate-
ments took place when legal paperwork on the property certificates didn’t include 
proper entities. The tax abatements amounted to just over $21,500.

• approved hiring Scott Edwards as a new full time building and maintenance techni-
cian.

• approved a tax suspension for property at 402 Avenue A in Fort Madison.

County OKs Keokuk ask to 
abate taxes on 14 properties
COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Silgan expansion in full swing
Submitted article

FORT MADISON - It’s 
an exciting time for Silgan 
Containers Corporation in 
Ft. Madison. The addition 
of a brand new quick-top 
lid production line is in 
full swing and represents 
an investment of over $10 
million and an addition-
al 20% more capacity to 
produce lids for aluminum 
food containers. Addi-
tional production capac-
ity increases are being 
discussed for 2019 and 
beyond which means new 
jobs right now and the 
possibility for more in the 
future for Lee County and 
the surrounding areas.

The plant has been 
abuzz with activity over 
the last few months. Foun-
dation work began in late 
June and the new line is 
projected to be running at 
full capacity before the end 
of the year. At the same 
time, six new offices are 
currently being added and 

the training room is being 
expanded to handle the 
growing employee popula-
tion. “The growth we have 
going on right now is real-
ly exciting” said Plant HR 
Manager Tim Ewing. “We 
have hired 22 people so 
far this year and we’re still 
recruiting skilled mechan-
ics and electricians to join 
our team.” Ewing said the 
plant is on track to hire six 
to eight more mechanics 
and four electricians over 
the next several months.

The Ft. Madison plant 
is located in the Jefferson 
Industrial Park south of 
Highway 61 on 263rd Ave. 
It was built and began 
operation as Central States 
Can Company in 1975 
and was purchased and 
expanded by Armour-Di-
al in 1978, changing its 
name to Fort Madison 
Can Company. Silgan 
Containers Corporation 
was founded in 1987 by 
former Continental Can 

Company executives Phil 
Silver and Greg Horrig-
an with the purchase of 
13 can making facilities 
owned by Carnation 
Company. The Ft. Madi-
son plant was the first ac-
quisition of the new Silgan 
venture in 1988 . 

The plant produces 
aluminum cans and lids 
for the protein or canned 
meat market in both the 
human and pet food side 
of the container business. 
Operating on a continu-
ous four crew basis, the Ft. 
Madison facility produces 
seven different sizes of 
cans on four lines and 
eight different Quick-top 
ends from 10 press lines 
and ships to over 30 cus-
tomer locations both in 
the U.S. and abroad. The 
plant produces over 650 
million cans per year and 
over 3 billion quick-top 
lids, with the capability of 
producing nearly 11 mil-
lion lids every 24 hours!

http://www.rashiddrug.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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For the Record

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/14/18 - 12:51 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue H.
09/14/18 - 7:30 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1400 block of Avenue D.
09/15/18 - 11:07 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.
09/15/18 - 11:30 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1400 block of Avenue G.
09/15/18 - Fort Madison 
Police arrested Rodney 
Lee Monroe, 41, of Fort 
Madison in the 2300 block 
of Avenue N, on a warrant 
for failure to appear and a 
charge of interference with 
official acts. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail
09/15/18 - 10:08 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 600 
block of Ninth Street.
09/16/18 - 5:39 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of a sto-
len bicycle in the 1400 

block of 38th Street.
09/16/18 - 6:26 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of a per-
sonal injury accident at 
the intersection of 14th 
Street and Avenue E.
09/16/18 - 7:54 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen bicycle in the 
3100 block of Avenue H.
09/16/18 - 8:26 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1500 block of Avenue D.
09/16/18 - 10:32 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2600 block of Avenue H.
09/16/18 - 10:33 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
900 block of Avenue E.
09/16/18 - 11:26 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
800 block of Avenue H.
09/16/18 - 2:33 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
5100 block of Avenue O.
09/16/18 - 3:08 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 

of a larceny/theft in the 
2200 block of Avenue M.
09/16/18 - 4:51 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1500 block of Avenue M
09/16/18 - 8:20 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen bicyle in the 800 
block of 29th Street.
09/17/18 - 6:16 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
2100 block of Avenue I.
09/17/18 - 7:53 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
5100 block of Avenue O.
09/17/18 - 10:10 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2100 block of Avenue J.
09/17/18 - 12:18 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 2100 block of Avenue D.
09/17/18 - 12:41 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 1500 block of Avenue M.
09/17/18 - 12:51 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 

damage accident in the 
1400 block of Avenue H.
09/17/18 - 4:53 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue H.
09/17/18 - 6:48 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2100 block of Avenue I.
09/17/18 - 7:38 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 2100 block of Avenue J.
08/18/18 - 12:23 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Samantha Dawn Schnider, 
20, of Fort Madison in the 
4600 block of Avenue J, on 
a charge of public intoxica-
tion, disorderly conduct and 
under age consumption. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
08/18/18 - 1:22 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Nathaniel John Mortimer, 
39 of Keokuk, in the 1200 
block of Avenue H, in Fort 
Madison on a warrant for 
perjury. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

09/14/18 - 8:15 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested, 47, Fort Madi-
son in the 1600 block of 
330th Avenue on charges 
of violation of temporary 
restraining orders and 
violation of a no contact 
order. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/14/18 - 4:21 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies re-
sponded to a three-vehicle 
accident in the 3500 block 
of Hwy. 218.  Where an as 
of yet unidentified vehicle 
collided with a vehicle driv-
en by Leona H. Durso, 81, 
of Hamilton, Ill., who vehicle 
struck a trailer attached 
to a vehicle driven by 
Mark Alan Hawkins, 52, of 
Montrose. No injuries were 
reported and no citations 
were issued at the scene.
09/15/18 - 5:20 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Linda Darlene 
Bruce, 64, of Keokuk, at 
the Cellar in Keokuk on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released 
on her recognizance.
09/16/18 - 2:44 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Joshua Evan 
Jensen, 29, of Burlington 
at the sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for contempt of 

court. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/16/18 - 3:20 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested Cyrus Keith 
Folker, 18, of Keokuk, at 
the sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for failure to appear. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/16/18 - 3:21 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Christopher Lee 
Davis, 31, of Keokuk, 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a temporary hold. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/16/18 - 5:40 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Troy Daman 
Burke, 41 , of Fort Madison 
at the sheriff’s office on 
a warrant for a judgment 
hold. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/17/18 - 10:15 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Brittany Marie 
Goldie, 24, of Keokuk 
at the south Lee County 
Courthouse on charge of 
first-degree harassment 
and criminal trespass. She 
was released on bond.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

http://www.grrwa.com
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Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

We are now hiring additional staff to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Flexible Schedules  
Competitive Wages  
Excellent Benefits 

Contact us or drop in to fill out an application at: 
Mobile Nursing Services, Ltd. 

705 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627   
Email: 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com 

Use your unique  
skills to help 

 others one-on-one! 

Now Hiring 
In Fort Madison & Keokuk Area 

RN Case Manager, LPNs,  & Aides  

If you are self motivated. 
Join our team.  

Serving the area since 
1984. 

JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

MULTIPLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We are expanding…
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operators – 3069
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing environ-
ment
-1st and 2nd shift rotation openings
-3rd shift openings 

Yard Tractor Operator – 3080
-Qualifications: forklift experience, current or previous 
CDL preferred
-3rd shift opening

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Follow 
Us

@pencitycurrent

CURRENT-LEE

Veteran’s Breakfast at Sunnybrook
Each month on the third Tuesday of the month, Sunnybrook Assisted Living hosts 

a Veteran’s Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at 5025 River Valley Road in Fort Madi-
son.

Toxic Clean-Up Event in Mt. Pleasant
Great River Regional Waste Authority (GRRWA) is bringing their Toxic Clean-

Up Mobile Event to the city of Mt. Pleasant and rural areas. Residential household 
hazardous waste disposal will be available this Friday, Sept. 21 from 8:00 am to 12:30 
pm by appointment only.

The collection site will be located at the Public Works Building at 1201 North 
Broadway Street in Mt. Pleasant. Enter on West Winfield Street – exit out on West 
Harlan Street.

To make an appointment, call toll-free: 1-877-429-2436 or 319-753-8758.
    GRRWA has several guidelines in place for those planning to take part in this 

event:
•	    Please no latex paint (only oil and lead-based paints)
•	    Please no motor oil or antifreeze
•	    No containers over 5 gallons
•	    No batteries

Although these items will not be accepted during this mobile event, they are ac-
cepted on a regular basis at GRRWA facilities or the HazChem Center.

This is a mobile event open to residents of Mount Pleasant, and rural Henry 
County, Iowa. This is a collaborative effort of Great River Regional Waste Authority 
(GRRWA) 319-372-6140 and the HazChem Center of Southeast Iowa.

Chamber Ladies Golf Outing
The Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce’s Ladies only golf outing will be held 

Sept. 21 at Sheaffer Golf Course. To register email the chamber at chamber@fort-
madison.com

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To 
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

http://seia.rapmls.com
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=RN%20Case%20Manager%2C%20LPNs%2C%20Aides%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-1919

www.keepinglivesmoving.com

2311 Avenue L, Suite #1, Fort Madison, IA
319-372-9121

www.fraiseauctionandrealestate.com

OPEN HOUSEExtravaganza
5:00-6:00
1 Storms Court,

Fort Madison

Hostess:  Lori Sproul
KLM Realty

Listing #20169898

5:00-6:00
1235 Avenue E,
Fort Madison

Hostess: 
Nicole Panther

KLM Realty
Listing #20171185

5:00-6:00
3215 Avenue J,
Fort Madison

Hostess:  Jill Kruse
KLM Realty

Listing #20170556

5:00-6:00
20 Storms Court,

Fort Madison

Hostess: 
Judy Holterhaus

KLM Realty
Listing #20171348

5:00-6:00
1733 Avenue L,
Fort Madison

Host:  Todd Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20170641

5:00-6:00
2928 Avenue K,

Fort Madison

Hostess: Carla McEntee
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20169748

5:00-6:00
911 29th Street,

Fort Madison

Hostess:  Kara Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20171240

5:00-6:00
2879 Bittersweet Drive,

Fort Madison

5:00-6:00
1239 Avenue B,

Fort Madison
5:00-6:00
3215 Avenue I,
Fort Madison

6:15-7:15
1528 36th Street,

Fort Madison

Host: Todd Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20171313

6:15-7:15
3219 Avenue K,

Fort Madison

Hostess:  Cynthia Otte
KLM Realty

Listing #20171469

6:15-7:15
511 33rd Street,

Ft. Madison

Hostess: 
Nicole Panther

KLM Realty
Listing #20169994

6:15-7:15
27 29th Place,
Ft. Madison

Hostess:  Kara Morrow
KLM Realty

Listing #20171238

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

6:15-7:15
4911 River Valley Road,

Fort Madison

Hostess:  Lori Sproul
KLM Realty

Listing #20170836

6:15-7:15
104 South Oak,

Donnellson

Hostess:  Jill Kruse
KLM Realty

Listing #20168508

Hostess: Tami Stuekerjuergen
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20169971

Host: Dan Roach
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20170743

Hostess: Deb Sylvester
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20171225

6:15-7:15
1716 Avenue I,
Fort Madison

Hostess: Carla McEntee
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20170695

5:00-6:00
306 4th Street,

Franklin

Host: Corey Fraise
Fraise Auction
& Real Estate

Listing #20171390

6:15-7:15
508 2nd Street,

West Point

Hostess:  Lori Sproul
KLM Realty

Listing #20169830

CANCELLED

http://seia.rapmls.com
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SHOP
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Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
mailto:Jrjasonrunge%40gmail.com?subject=Runge%27s%20Mow%20It%20or%20Move%20It%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa


New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614
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perceptions,” he said. 
“Most three-piece patches 
are considered 1% out-
law clubs. We’re looked 
at differently because we 
wear three. Outlaw clubs 
notice that we wear that 
and there’s some friction, 
but because of that other 
people also notice and au-
tomatically assume we’re 
on the wrong side of this.”

Randy Strunk, one of 
the original members 
with Benda, said the club 
meets once a month and 
travels to sanctioned 
events throughout the 
year. But while riding in 
town, it’s important for 
people to know who they 
are and what they are 
about.

 “We want this town to 
know that it’s our home,” 
Strunk said. “Speaking for 
myself,  I want to feel this 
town knows that when 
they see us they know 
these guys are home.”

Benda said the club 
has met with Mayor Brad 
Randolph and most of the 
police officers in town so 
they are aware of the club’s 
activities and makeup.

“When we go by a cop I 
always wave, and usually 
they initiate the wave to 
me, and they know when 
we go by... they know a 
bunch of cops just drove 
by. I don’t know about 
everyone else, but that 
makes me feel good to 
know he knows we’re a 
bunch of cops.”

Strunk said the group 
raises money each year 
through poker runs and 
registered rides and they 
donate the money to area 
projects, typically focus-
ing on public safety and 
the families of those serv-
ing in those capacities.

“One guy from work’s 
house burnt down and 
we raised $2,300 in less 
than a week,” Strunk said. 
‘We’ve had events in the 
Quad Cities where we 
raised thousands of dol-
lars in just a few days to 
help law enforcement. At 
national rallies out east, 
riders will pass hats for 
many different donations 
and the more than 300 
Renegade Pigs at the rally 
will donate more than 
$6,000 in a weekend.”

Recently the group do-
nated water to a Central 
Lee High School class 
that was building houses 
in Donnellson and gave 
a teacher a microphone 
ball to help students and 
teachers hear better in the 
classroom.

The seven current 
members each have 
different, and often inside 
and humorous stories, of 
how they prospected, the 
probationary period of 
membership, and why the 
group is so important to 
them.

Mike Fullenkamp, a 
firefighter with the Fort 
Madison Fire Department 
said the group and the 

riding is therapy for him.
Fullenkamp said 

Benda’s wife and his wife 
hung out together, which 
opened up a chance for 
him and Adam to start 
chatting about motor-
cycles. Fullenkamp said 
he had never owned or 
ridden a bike before. Then 
Benda started tagging 
him in all the Renegade 
Facebook posts and he 
started to get an appetite 
for a motorcycle.

“I told Adam I had seen 
one that I liked and one 
day he showed up at my 
house with a trailer and 
we went up to look at it. 
I fell in love with it and 
we loaded it up that day, 
drove it back and it was 
the best thing I ever did,” 
Fullenkamp said.

“I was in the military 
and I miss that brother-
hood. We have it at the 
fire station, but not as 
much. I see the tight-knit 
group these guys have. 
You can’t explain it, you 
go on these rides and you 
have the wind in your 
face. It’s therapy and when 
you do it with guys like 
this it’s a brotherhood, 
it’s a group, it’s love...it’s 
family. This was kind of 
one of those things that’s 
changed my life.”

Strunk and Benda tried 
to get a club going after 
taking part in an event in 
Springfield honoring law 
enforcement officers who 
had died that year.

“I’m pretty out there 
and I say it like it is,” 
Strunk said. “They 
bagpiped and we looked 
at each other like two 
school girls and fell in 
love with it and realized 
this is where we need to 
be.”

They found a club in 
the Quad Cities, but 
wanted to form their 
own. Renegade Pigs na-
tional charter requires a 
minimum of five mem-
bers in a club and the two 

couldn’t get three addi-
tional members who fit, 
so they joined the Quad 
Cities group and drove 
four hours each month to 
the meetings.

 “Originally, we didn’t 
want to join Quad Cities, 
we wanted to have our 
own chapter. We met 
with them in 2014 and we 
had five guys we thought 
were good,” Benda said. 
“Three decided to step 
away and so we sat on it 
for a couple months and 
we said, ‘Screw this,’ we 
wanted to be a part of the 
chapter.  So we contacted 
Quad Cities and asked 
if we could be a part of 
their chapter and they 
said yeah, but we’d have 
to drive there every 
month. Well (shoot), 
that’s was just another 
chance to ride.”

He said they got a lot of 
respect from other chap-
ters because of their will-
ingness to go four hours 
to be a part of a monthly 
meeting. Strunk and Ben-
da both patched, which 
means they were accept-
ed into the group after a 
prospecting, or a proba-
tionary, period. That lasts 
from six months to a year 
where both sides evaluate 
whether or not the rela-
tionship will work.

Andrew Cartwright 
and Mike Benda are 
also charter members of 
the Fort Madison club 
in 2016 with Adam and 
Strunk.

 “I got in in 2017 when 
I patched in. Originally 

I didn’t have a bike, but I 
ended up getting a bike. I 
knew Benda and Strunk, 
but I didn’t know any-
body else,” Cartwright 
said.

“They told me about 
the club and what is 
was about. I was all for 
it - giving back to people. 
That’s what I do whether 
it’s through coaching or 
my profession, this is our 
community and that’s 
what I’m about. Our 
motto is family first, work 
second, and club third. 
But these guys are a spin-
off of my family.”

Justin Smith said he 
was looking for some-
thing that had the same 
values he had. After 
talking with Adam, he 
was encouraged to check 
out a club meeting.

 “I drove up to the 
meeting and it was cold 
and somebody looked out 
and said, ‘Wholly crap 
somebody rode a Hon-
da up here?!’”, he said to 
laughs from the group.

“I ended up having din-
ner with them and met 
everyone and I eventually 
ended up training my 
Honda in for what I call a 
Dirty Sally, and my Dirty 
Sally is a Harley David-
son Ultra Classic.” he said 
to more laughs.

Club members can only 
be considered for mem-
bership if they ride a Har-
ley Davidson, a Victory, 
or Indian American made 
motorcycles.

Smith came in with 
Tim Mason and the two 
prospected together and 
became friends.

Tim Mason, who is 
former military, but is the 
only club member who is 
not in public safety, is a 
civilian by profession.

Mike Benda is the 
patriarch of sorts of the 
group. Adam, who is his 
son, says Mike is the voice 
of reason among guys 
who don’t always talk with 
reason.

 “I’m gonna be 66 next 
month hand I intend to 
keep riding and stay with 

the club until I get too 
old to ride. Then maybe 
I’ll find a trike with a 
reverse.”

Strunk said the group 
is as big as it needs to be, 
but the right people are 
the right people. He said 
the patches hold that val-
ue and carry meaning for 
each member.

  “What this means to 
us, all these guys wear-
ing these cuts, we don’t 
need anybody. We don’t 
actively go out and look 
for nobody. People come 
to us and we turn a lot of 
people away because you 
have to be like-minded to 
who we are,” Strunk said. 
“We push you to check 
your personality and we 
expect you to take it and 
then some. It’s 100% to 
vote you in, and 70% to 
vote you out.”

He said his life in 
corrections is exhaust-
ing because officers are 
trained to read people at 
all times.

 “It’s exhausting, man. 
Everywhere we go we read 
people. It’s our instinct 
and our training but that’s 
what’s sucked about my 
career in corrections. It’s 
exhausting,” he said. “But 
in this group, I don’t have 
read anyone. I know who 
they are. Even if we’re at 
an event somewhere in 
other parts of the country. 
I can just relax.”

Benda agreed saying 
he, too, sits with his back 
against the wall when he’s 
out, but when he’s with 
the Renegade Pigs parties 
he can relax.

 “Everybody’s got me 
there,  I go out for dinner 
now and I sit with my 
back to the wall and read 
people. Here, I just don’t 
have to worry about it. 
It’s a comfort level no one 
else has in this profession, 
because everywhere you 
go into you’re constantly 
aware of what’s going on 
around you. But with the 
club, I don’t have to worry 
about that.”

Strunk said each mem-
ber’s loyalty to each other 
goes even beyond what 
most people think they 
have with family.

“People think they have 
that. Everyone thinks they 
got someone to come help 
move a fridge because it 
blew up or whatever and 
they put out a request for 
help, and maybe a dad 
or brother shows up,” he 
said. “But we put out a 
text and they all come. 
This is why we don’t just 
take anyone. We’re broth-
ers.”

Club becomes a brotherhood for those chosen
BIKERS - Continued from Page 1 “We don’t actively go out and look 

for nobody. People come to us and 
we turn a lot of people away

because you have to be
like-minded to who we are.”

 -Randy Strunk
Renegade Pig
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Snowy days 
are right 

around the 
corner 

 

… so now’s the time to plan ahead! 
Sure, it’s hot now. But the days are already getting shorter. Are you ready 

for the shoveling, the shivering and the social limitations of winter? 
 

You won’t have to worry about dark, icy roads or feeling cooped up this 
winter if you’re safe, warm and enjoying life at The Kensington. Choose 
your apartment now and move in any time before November 1. You’ll get 

one month’s free rent to redeem any time after the third month. We’ll 
even pay for a professional to move your furniture! 

 

Just don’t wait too long — availability is limited. 
 

For more information about this hot deal please call 
Victoria at (319) 372 4233, or send an email to: 

VMatlock@Kensington-Evergreen.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2210 Ave H, Fort Madison IA    Kensington-Evergreen.com 
 

Join our Facebook Family! 
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https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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