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Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

King issues raises 
more than money
The Stead Family Children’s Hospital was our place 

of residence for about three days last year.
Our daughter was found passed out in the hallway of 

her dorm at the University of Iowa and was diagnosed 
with pulmonary hypertension. She’d had it for years 
and we didn’t know. That’s not something for which a 
father ever forgives himself.

But the facilities at that oblong, wave-recipient of a 
hospital are best in the nation. Our child was in the 
best place in the world. And we knew it.

The fact that the entirety of Kinnick Stadium turns 
on Saturdays throughout the fall and waves to those 
children is a wave at my daughter. The fact that Car-
son King’s sign has generated $2 million (as of Friday 
night) for that hospital is warming to say the least. 
Enough so that Governor Kim Reynolds made Satur-
day Carson King Day in Iowa.

But the whirlwind of King’s past three weeks has 
stirred up a sloppy, thick, and perplexing muck that 
has me thinking about how the premiere newspaper in 
Iowa is stuck defending itself…even today.

There’s substantial merit to those who say we’ve 
morphed into a society where journalism doesn’t just 
shoulder the burden of unearthing the grim and cor-
rupt, but now we get after the less-than-perfect.

King retweeted some racist stuff as a 16-year-old 
from the raunchy Tosh.O show. I caught glimpses of 
the show at its prime and was left wanting to take a 
shower. Somewhat like Ridiculousness now. But there’s 
a market for everything and capitalistic minds capital-
ize.

But for me, I see a state that’s now advertising for a 
new “state beer”. Busch donated $350,000 ( a capped 
amount for sure, but also more than I have to donate…. 
definitely). Venmo is donating and the great people of 
the social media universe are donating. The end game 
is that goodness floats.

We forgive this man’s immaturity for something he 
did eight years ago because of something he’s doing 
now. That same tool of a civilized society should also be 
applied to Anheuser Busch for exercising extra caution 
in protectings its brand…and is should be applied to 

See KING, page 9

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – A Tuesday 
afternoon three-car accident has 
sent one person to the hospital with 
unknown injuries.

According to a release from 
Fort Madison Police Chief Mark 
Rohloff, at 12:11 p.m., officers were 
dispatched to a rollover accident in 
front of Fort Madison Community 

Hospital.
Upon arrival it was discovered 

that a crash had occurred at the 
intersection of Avenue O and 53rd 
Street. The traffic lights at the in-
tersection are inoperable, and had 
been replaced with temporary stop 
signs and warning flags. Two vehi-
cles were found in the intersection, 
with a truck on its side just west of 
the scene.

Witnesses reported observing a 
van and a car stopped at the in-
tersection facing west waiting for 
traffic to clear, when at that point 

a westbound pickup truck ap-
proached and struck the rear end of 
both vehicles. The force propelled 
both cars into the intersection and 
caused the pickup truck to roll mul-
tiple times before coming to a rest 
across the street.

The driver of the truck, a 2017 
Dodge Ram was identified as Kris-
topher Lee Amberger, 50, of West 
Point, IA. He was able to exit his 
own vehicle and refused medical 
treatment. The driver of the car, a 

Tuesday accident sends one to FMCH
Traffic lights down 
at intersection

See ACCIDENT, page 9

Golf carts, ATVs one roll call away

Southeastern Com-
munity College Pres-
ident Dr. Michael Ash 
speaks to the Fort 
Madison City Council 
about the college’s 
plan for the former 
CarSmart building 
at the corner of 6th 
Street and Avenue G.  
The council approved 
a 1st reading on pro-
posed changes.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

SCC project

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – A packed Fort Madison Coun-
cil Chambers saw the Fort Madison City Council edge 
closer to allowing golf carts and ATVs on certain city 
streets.

The council voted 4-3 on the second reading of the 
ordinance to allow the vehicles on city streets with the 
exception of 15th and 18th streets, Hwy. 2, and Business 
61.

The ordinance would follow county regulations and 
would allow licensed drivers 18 and older to operate 
golf carts, ATVS, and side-by-sides on city streets.

Earlier this year, the Lee County Supervisors and 
West Point City Council approved similar measures.

Councilmen Matt Mohrfeld, Chris Greenwald, Rusty 
Andrews, and Kevin Rink voted in favor of the move, 

while Bob Morawitz, Mark Lair, and Chad Cangas all 
voted against the measure. The vote was on the same 
lines as the first reading.

The ordinance will require a third reading at the Oct. 
15 meeting and then would go into effect after it is 
published.

Eleven residents went to the podium to give their 
opinion on the proposed code change.

Councilman Chad Cangas suggested toward the end 
of the discussion that the issue be put on a ballot to ap-
plause from the standing-room only crowd, but Moraw-
itz said that wouldn’t be a legal question.

“That’s not a question that the state will allow you to 
put on a ballot,” Morawitz said.

He said the comments he’s received from the constit-
uents he’s heard from is that they don’t want the change, 

See ORDINANCE, page 5
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www.edwardjones.com

Move your family 
forward financially. 
Let's talk.

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

1233 Ave H 
Ft Madison, IA 52627 
319-372-8001

Member SIPC

FALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th Street • Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

Leagues:   1st & 2nd Grade   &   Mighty Mites (5 & 6 Yr Olds)

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 02 Oct

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 66.9º F | Low – 64.0º F

THU 03 Oct

Broken Clouds
High– 63.5º F | Low – 49.0º F

FRI 04 Oct

Broken Clouds
High– 61.0º F | Low – 54.9º F

SAT 05 Oct

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 56.7º F | Low – 53.4º F

SUN 06 Oct

Scattered Clouds
High– 65.8º F | Low – 54.5º F

OpenWeatherMap
2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  
about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS
CONNECTION

For the Record
Fort Madison
Police Report

9/25/19 – 7:07 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandal-
ism on Tammy Lane.
09/25/19 – 12:54 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in 2100 
block of Hwy. 61.
09/25/19 – 1:53 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
3300 block of Avenue L.
09/26/19 – 3:20 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 600 
block of 13th Street.
09/26/19 – 12:45 p.m. 

– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
vandalism in the 4500 
block of Avenue O.
09/26/19 – 3:47 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle of 3100 
block of Avenue K.
09/26/19 – 4:53 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 900 block of Avenue F.
09/27/19 – 2:01 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 800 block of Avenue F.
09/27/19 – 6:24 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
2700 block of Avenue K.

09/25/19 – 8:39 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Amanda Jean Smith, 25, of 
Fort Madison in the 4600 
block of Avenue J, on a 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/25/19 – 9:08 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Amber Lynn Koper, 38, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
3900 block of Bluff Road 
on a charges of serious 
domestic abuse assault 
and child endangerment.
09/26/19 – 4:09 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Michael Roa, 60, of Fort 
Madison, 1100 block of 
Avenue H, on a charge of 
disorderly conduct. He was 
released upon citation.
09/28/19 – 9:48 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a shoplifter in the 1900 
block of Avenue H.
09/28/19 – 12:37 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 

responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2700 block of Avenue I.
09/29/19 – 10:35 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
1700 block of Avenue D.
09/29/19 – 2:49 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
2400 block of Avenue H.
09/29/19 – 5:00 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 400 block of Avenue E.
09/29/19- 8:09 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Dustin Derrick Derr, 31, 
of Keokuk, in the 2200 
block of Avenue L, on 
charges of driving while 
barred, possession of 
a controlled substance, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia and a warrant 
out of Henderson County, 
Ill. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

09/26/19 – 10:46 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Rod 
Wayne Knustrom, 56, of 
Fort Madison on Bluff Road 
on a charge of driving while 
barred and operating while 
intoxicated – 2nd offense. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/27/19 – 6:18 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Austin Michael 
Stanley, 23, of Keokuk, 
at the sheriff’s office, 
on a judgment hold. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/27/19 – 8:11 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 2 near 
Bluff Road. According to 
the report, a vehicle driven 
by Tessa Taryn Gendron, 
15, of Donnellson struck 
the rear of a vehicle driven 
by Kyndon Reilly Boatman, 
17, of West Point while 
Boatman was braking to 
turn left on Bluff Road. No 
injuries or citations were 
reported at the scene.
09/29/19 – 9:43 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Michael Andrew 

Smith, 29, of Danville, at 
the sheriff’s office on a 
charge of disorderly con-
duct. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/29/19 – 10:00 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Andrew 
William Brosman, 25, of 
Fort Madison, at the sher-
iff’s office on a judgment 
hold. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/30/19 – 9:43 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Logan David 
Bode, 31, of Keokuk, at the 
sheriff’s office on a charge 
of disorderly conduct. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

09/28/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to two medical calls 
and one assist.
09/29/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
three medical calls and 
one burnt complaint.
09/30/19 – Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls.

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=XuzVgl%2FXdroPysL7z3eNO9tiFzGCeZTUnmQWgYFBD%2BSAh0ylrdsm2H2yi8CRoAP9
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
http://www.tkef.org
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

OBITUARIES

JULIA NORREENE 
SCHMITT

Julia Norreene Schmitt, 91, of Sunnybrook in 
Fort Madison, passed away at 5:00 P.M. Thursday 
September 26, 2019 at Sunnybrook.

Born August 8, 1928 at Bonapar-
te, Iowa the daughter of Arthur and 
Nora (Wallingford) McCracken. On 
March 16, 1947 at Primrose, Iowa she 
married Carl Schmitt. He preceded 
her in death on September 20, 2001.

Survivors include one daughter: 
Vada (Craig Conrad) Lampe of 

Houghton, Iowa. Four sons: Arthur Schmitt of 
Richmond, Texas, Roderick (Valerie) Schmitt of 
Bonaparte, Iowa, Sidney (Luan) Schmitt of New 
London, Iowa, Verne (Debra) Schmitt of New 
London, Iowa. Twenty grandchildren, thirty-two 
great grandchildren, four great great grandchil-
dren and three step grandchildren. Also surviving 
is her special son-in-law Melvin (Sharon) Carr, 
three nieces, three nephews and several great 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband, daughter Marcia Carr, daughter-in-law 
Linda Schmitt, son-in-law Randy Lampe, three 
sisters and one nephew.

Norreene was a 1945 graduate of Bonaparte 
High School and a member of the Sharon Pres-
byterian Church. She was a beloved mother and 
grandmother.The family will meet with friends 
from 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. Sunday at the Schmitz 
Funeral Home in West Point.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 A.M. Mon-
day September 30, 2019 at the Schmitz Funeral 
Home in West Point with Pastor David Mixon 
officiating.

Following the funeral service her body will be 
cremated. Burial will be in the Primrose Cemetery 
near Primrose.

Memorials may be made to Great River Hospice 
or Fort Madison Sunnybrook.

Online condolences may be made to the family 
at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

SCHMITT

OBITUARIES

JANA ELAINE HEULE ZIEGLER
Jana Elaine (Ramsey) Heule Ziegler, 57, of Staunton, 

IL formerly of Keokuk, IA went to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at Mercy Hospital in 
St. Louis, MO.

She was born on February 8, 1962 in Keokuk, the 
daughter of Marion Blaine and Joyce 
Beatrice (Davis) Ramsey.  She graduated 
from Keokuk Senior High School with 
the Class of 1980.

On August 15, 2010, Jana was united 
in marriage to Ronnie Ziegler in Litch-
field, IL.  He survives.

She is also survived by three sons, 
Joshua Heule (Johanna) and Jared Heule of Keokuk, 
and Jacob Heule of Fulton County, MO, one daughter, 
Cayla Heule (John) of Gilbert, AZ, three step-children, 
Cassie Scroggins (Thomas) of Staunton, IL, Cayla Bur-
dell (Daniel) of Litchfield, IL and Carlie Ballard (Chris) 
of Pontoon Beach, IL, two brothers, Daniel Ramsey of 
Mt. Sterling, IL and Chris Ramsey (Julie)  of Keokuk, 
one sister, Linda Burdette (Mike) of Keokuk, nine 
grandchildren, Rachel Heule, Marcus Heule, Baylie Da-

vis, Brooklyn Heule, Makenna Heule, Emma Miller and 
Noah Walton all of Keokuk, Alyson Hamelton of Gil-
bert, AZ,  and Britani Heule of Prairie Du Roacher, IL, 
five step-grand-children, Hazle and Cyan Burdell, Ella, 
Naven and Spencer Scroggins, niece and nephews, Ja-
mie Hamelton (Terry), Jody Coppler (Michelle), Jeffrey 
Coppler, Steve Burdette (Adrienne) and Aaron Burdette 
(Elizabeth) and one aunt, Irene Bloyd of Keokuk.

     She was preceded in death by her parents, one 
sister, Debbie Adams, one grandson, Lucas Andrew 
Heule, her ex-husband, Mark Heule, grandparents, 
Marion and Della Ramsey and Hugh and Gladys Davis, 
one uncle Hughie Davis and her in-laws, LeRoy and 
Barbara Ziegler.

Jana enjoyed reading and working on crossword 
puzzles.  She also enjoyed her dogs, who were her faith-
ful companions.  Jana was a loving wife, a wonderful 
mother and grandmother and the best sister and aunt.  
Her greatest joy was spending time with her family.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 6 pm Thursday 
at Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk with Pastor Derek 
Olsen officiating. 

ZIEGLER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and they run the day 
they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff  •  Skilled Nursing Services  •  Social Worker Visits
Music/Massage Therapy  •  Homecare Aide Assistance  •  Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

“Lee County 
Health Department 

Hospice”

Ask for us by name...

...the most experienced Hospice in Lee County

http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Better Choices

800-848-7333 • Text to: 319-371-7372
www.merschmanseeds.com

merseeds@merschmanseeds.com
PO Box 67 • 103 Avenue D

West Point, IA

GT27 is a trademark of M.S. Technologies and BASF SE
Enlist E3 Logo are trademarks of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or E. I. du Pont de Nemours and 
Company (“DuPont”) or affiliated companies of Dow or DuPont. Enlist E3 soybeans were jointly developed by 
Dow AgroSciences and MS Technologies.

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

More Yield

Less Drift

Less Weeds

Less Stress

Less Expense

HTC 3rd, Central Lee 4th at Superconference tourney
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC SPORTS

BURLINGTON – The Holy Trinity Crusaders just 
missed taking Class 2A’s 4th-ranked Van Buren War-
riors to a tiebreaker at the Southeast Iowa Superconfer-
ence volleyball tournament Saturday at SCC.

The Crusaders, ranked 10th in Class 1A in the latest 
poll, fell 26-28 in the second game just missing a 
chance at a tiebreaker to go to the conference champi-
onship match against Class 2A’s 6th-ranked Mediapo-
lis.

After avenging a loss to New London earlier this year 
in pool play of the Southeast Iowa Superconference 

tourney Thursday night, the Crusaders got revenge 
on a two-game loss to Central Lee a week ago. HTC 
downed the Hawks 25-10, 25-20 to take third place.

Van Buren finished second at the tourney and Me-
diapolis won the tourney with a 25-23, 25-11 win over 
Van Buren.

Claire Pothitakis and Kassi Randolph combined for 
30 kills in the three game tournament finals held at 
Loren Walker Arena. Pothitakis was 42-50 attacking, 
while Randolph, who was a setter last year, continues 
to work her way into a top hitter on the team was 42 of 
47 with 13 kills. The sophomore also had 28 assists and 
went 21 of 21 with four aces and 23 digs.

Senior Maille Sheerin went 33 of 35 serving with five 

aces. Freshman Brooke Mueller went 41 of 45 hitting 
with 12 kills. Katie Denning had six blocks to lead the 
Crusaders. Denning also had 11 kills.

The Crusaders (17-7) are at home Thursday against 
WACO.

Central Lee placed took fourth place overall in the 
tournament after falling to HTC

Central Lee beat New London 23-25, 28-26, 15-13 
and then lost to Mediapolis 17-25, 17-25 before falling 
to HTC.

Mya Merschman had 27 kills on the night. Abby 
Wellman had 22 kills for Central Lee. Zoe Eschman 
was 20 of 21 serving at 69 assists at the finals. Chloe 
Weber went 11 of 11 serving and had 26 digs.

BY PCC STAFF

WELLMAN – The Central Lee Hawks were giving Mid-Prairie of game through 
the first quarter, but the Golden Hawks ran away with the things from that point on.

The Hawks fell to 0-5 on the year with a 60-7 loss on the road.
Central Lee’s only score came on a 21-yard run by Adam Boeck with 7:09 left in 

the first quarter to tie the game at 7-7.
Mid-Prairie would score again with 3:08 left in the first period on a nother 11-

yard touchdown run. Junior Kayden Reiner had three scores for the Golden Hawks 
on just 11 carries for 141 yards. Junior Keegan Gingerich and sophomore Tyler 
Helmuth had the other rushing touchdowns for Mid Prairie.

Gingerich also had a 53-yard receiving touchdown as well.
For Central Lee, Boeck went 4-12 for 40 yards throwing and two interceptions. He 

and Westercamp split most of the yards from scrimmage on the ground for Central 
Lee with Westercamp pulling down 27 yards and Boeck going for 23.

Senior David Vance recorded 6.5 tackles on the night followed by Evan Pohren 
with 6.

Mid-Prairie (3-2) got the running clock going with 11:05 left in the third period 
on a 15-yard fumble return for a touchdown to put the Golden Hawks up by 32 at 
39-7. The score was the second touchdown off a fumble recovery on the night for 
Mid-Prairie.

Central Lee (0-5) travels to 0-5 Albia on Friday night.

Mid-Prairie pulls away after 
good Central Lee start BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Lady Hounds salvaged one win a five 
match invitational Monday night at Iowa City Liberty.

Fort Madison managed to split two games with Fairfield 25-22, 21-25 and then 
came away with a 15-6 tiebreaker win.

Two of the Bloodhound losses came at the hands of Solon in pool play 13-21, 14-
21, and then again in consolation play 10-21, 16-21. Iowa City Liberty also downed 
Fort Madison 15-21, 8-21 and Clinton claimed the other win over Fort Madison 
9-21, 11-21

Hitter Jillian Wiseman had 24 kills on 72-90 hitting on then night to lead the 
Hounds. She also had 22 digs. Junior Lauren Bailey had 54 assists and went 29-32 
serving and led the squad with 25 digs

Reyna Lampe was 39 of 47 hitting with 12 kills and went 28-30 from the service 
line. Madison Pirri went a perfect 19-19 serving with six aces on th night.

The Hound travel to Washington Tuesday night for a conference matchup.

Lady Hounds 1-4 at Liberty Invite

so that’s how he will continue to vote.
Greenwald said his position is centered around creating a new law and whether 

the law creates a freedom or a limitation.
“This brings one of the biggest things that a council can do – create a law. We live 

in a free country and it comes down to whether we prohibit a freedom or allow it,” 
he said.

Fort Madison resident Dave Bohnenkamp spoke to the council and asked that the 
issue be tabled until the next city council is seated in January.

Former City Councilman Brian Wright asked what it would take to reverse the 
ordinance should it be passed by the current council. City Attorney Robert Johnson 
said it would be like any other added agenda item at the request of the City Manager, 
the Mayor, or two city council representatives.

ORDINANCE  - Continued from Page 1

Some want issue pushed to next council

http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.merschmanseeds.com
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No Plastic Bags
CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop 
off sites, or putting out your residential recycling bin 
for the pickup, please DO NOT put items in plastic 
bags. They are not recyclable at Great River Region-
al Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins

For a complete listing of what we do recycle, con-
tact your local City Hall, or one of our facilities for 
a service guide. Check with your local retail stores 
such as Hy-Vee or Walmart for their recycling ca-
pabilities. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation concerning this issue!!

OBITUARIES

 Phillip Francis Hoenig, 70 of Fort Madison, IA died early Tuesday morning at the 
Great River Hospice House in Burlington, IA.

Phil was born June 14, 1949 in Fort Madison, IA. He was the second child of Leo 
and Adelaide (Friye) Hoenig. He is survived by his four children Jozef 
(Holly) Hoenig of Galva, IL Heidi (Sean) Leitch of Bel Air, MD, Johann 
Hoenig of Ft. Madison and Franz (Darian) Hoenig of Ft. Madison Three 
grandchildren Addison Hoenig, Jude Hoenig and Juliet Leitch. His 
brother Anthony “Mike” Hoenig of Ft. Madison, sister Kathleen (Dennis 
Kelsch) Hoenig of Salt Lake City, UT. Also, several nieces, nephews and 
cousins.  He was preceded in death by his parents Leo and Adelaide 
Hoenig and his younger brother Stephen Hoenig.

Phil attended the Sacred Heart Catholic school in Fort Madison. He developed a pas-
sion for music and spent much of high school playing with different bands. He worked 
at Rempe’s music house in Fort Madison where he developed an interest in fixing pipe 
organs. He eventually traveled to Pennsylvania to begin an apprenticeship for an organ 
builder.

 Phil returned to Iowa and spent the next 40 years mastering his craft of building, 
restoring, tuning and playing the pipe organ. He could play a wide variety of instru-
ments,and was a skilled woodworker. He possessed an incredible ability to tune pipe 
organs by ear, a talent that few have. Phil’s work can be found all over the United States, 
even as far as Tokyo, Japan where he built and delivered several pipe organs.

 In addition to being a talented and hard worker he was also a family man, a father 
to four children. Both family and music were infinitely important to Phil. He taught 
his children the importance of hard work and of being themselves. He was a creative 
and unique soul who was truly one of a kind. A beautiful sound has left this world with 
Phil’s passing.

The memorial mass will be held at 11 AM on Monday, October 7, 2019 at Ss. Mary & 
Joseph Church with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  The family will meet with friends 
from 10 AM until the time of the service at 11 AM at the church.  Per his wishes, cre-
mation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.

A memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences may be left 
at www.kinglynk.com.

PHILLIP FRANCIS HOENIG

HOENIG

EUSTOLIA T. SANCHEZ
Eustolia T. Sanchez, 95, of Ft.  Madison, IA, passed away at 1:18 AM, Tuesday, 

October 01, 2019 at the Ft.  Madison Community Hospital.
She was born on November 9, 1923 in Ft. Madison to Vicente and Maria Vasquez 

Mendez.  On May 16, 1942 she married Felix Sanchez in Ft. Madison 
and he passed away on January 15, 2009.  Eustolia was a member of 
Sacred Heart Church, Altar and Rosary, Our Lady of Fàtima, and Gua-
laupana.  She volunteered for numerous events at the Lulac.  Eustolia 
enjoyed flowers, gardening and would share her crop with her family.  
She loved her family.  Her greatest joy was cooking for them and hav-
ing all of them together.  

Survivors include one daughter, Belia (Dan) Hernandez of Ft. 
Madison; seven sons,  Ricardo (Sue) Sanchez of Seattle, WA, Lorenzo 

Sanchez of Racine, WI, Reynaldo (Julie) Sanchez of Ft. Madison, Arthuro (Virgin-
ia) Sanchez of Seattle, WA, Andres (Elaine) Sanchez of Seattle, WA, Roberto (Mary 
Beth) Sanchez of West Burlington and Joseph (Tami) Sanchez of Ft. Madison; a 
daughter in law, Jessica Sanchez of Seattle, WA thirty grandchildren, eighteen great 
grandchildren and one on the way; five brothers, Eusebio “Abie” Mendez, Johnny 
Mendez, Eddie Mendez, Roger Mendez all of Ft. Madison and Jerry Mendez of Liv-
ermore, CA; four sisters, Rufina Martinez, Carolina Mendez and Sally Hernandez all 
of Ft. Madison and Anna Luna of Galesburg, IL; numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; a son, Felis; one sister Juanita; three 
brothers, Aurelio, Lupe and Ruben. 

Friends may call after 2 PM on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory where the family will meet with friends from 4:00-6:00 PM.  A 
rosary will be recited at 3:30 PM PM and a wake service will be held at 6:00 PM.  The 
funeral mass with be held on Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 10:00 AM at Sacred 
Heart Church with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  Burial will follow in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. A memorial has been established for Sacred Heart Church and online 
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

SANCHEZ

CAROL A. WYATT
Carol A. Wyatt, 76, of Burlington, IA, passed away at 4:37 p.m. on Sunday, Septem-

ber 29, 2019 at her home. She was born on May 1, 1943 in Quincy, MA to Robert S. 
& Christina Miller Byrne.

She married Dale A. Wyatt on March 16, 1990 in Andrew, IA. She 
worked in management for several businesses and enjoyed fishing and 
the outdoors.

Carol is survived by: her husband: Dale Wyatt of Burlington, IA; 
1-son: Eric (Adrianne) Wyatt of Lyndonville, VT & 1-grandson: Jack 
Wyatt of Lyndonville, VT. She was preceded in death by her parents.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory and no services are planned. Online condolences 

to Carol’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: 
www.kinglynk.com.

WYATT

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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the classifieds
HELP WANTED APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

DIGITAL MEDIA 
SALESPERSON

Pen City Current has an ex-
citing opportunity in media 
sales available for a cus-
tomer service maniac who is 
goal-oriented and creative, 
with a strong drive to suc-
ceed.

Prior sales and media expe-
rience is a plus, but not nec-
essary. Must be Internet and 
social media savvy, as well 
as highly computer literate. If 
you love working with people 
and thinking outside the box, 
this opportunity could be per-
fect for you!

Base salary plus commis-
sion, bonuses, monthly al-
lowances, and generous 
PTO with an established 
account base that has huge 
potential for growth.

Our mission is to help our 
customers succeed while 
providing #HyperLocalSu-
perFresh content for our 
readers 24/7. We offer a fun, 
rewarding, and family-friend-
ly working environment with 
lots of flexibility and a prod-
uct portfolio second to none. 
We’re growing, we’re pas-
sionate, we work hard and if 
that sounds like something 
you’d be excited to be part of, 
we want to hear from you!

To Apply:
sales@pencitycurrent.com

or click here to apply on 
Facebook

CUSTOMER SALES

Quality Plus Feeds, St. Paul, 
IA, is hiring a Customer Sales 
Specialist. If interested email 
Sherri at s.rider@qualityplus-
feedinc.com.

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

LPNs
Occupational Therapist

Part Time & On Call

Speech Therapist
On Call

You can’t beat FREE!
Subscribe to #PCC today

Paid options also available.

Call Lee at (319)371.4125 to advertise
Business Directory

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

mailto:sales@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/job_opening/552934178868247/?source=post
https://www.facebook.com/job_opening/552934178868247/?source=post
mailto:s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com
mailto:s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Now%20Hiring%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
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Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Click this ad or call for a quote today!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5

SAT 9-5

FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G

372-8271

Madeline Leake, Owner

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

319-372-6959

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad plus Social Media
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call Lee (319) 371.4125

PEN CITY CURRENT BUSINESS DIRECTORY

https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Colony-Shop-and-Bridal-Loft-1381930098524470/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com


Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com 9/30
3 14 45 47 48
Lucky Ball: 3

 9/30 MID-DAY
9 4 6

 9/30 EVENING
6 7 8

 9/30 MID-DAY
3 5 4 7

 9/30 EVENING
1 5 1 9 

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.
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the Des Moines Register.
That kid, Aaron Calvin, 

was doing diligence on 
a story, a practice and 
habit that people of the 
WORLD have to come 
count on from journal-
ists – digging into stories 
and revealing not just the 
truth….but the whole 
truth. Reputable accounts 
indicate he “no longer 
works for the publication” 
but if he was dismissed, 
it makes forgiveness of 
the company tougher for 
even me to swallow. The 
Executive Editor herself 
said a board convened to 
make a determination of 
whether the 8-year old 
tweets should be included 
in the piece. And they 
made the determination 

that it should be includ-
ed buried at the bottom. 
I think that’s a shallow 
gesture because someone’s 
gonna read the whole 
thing…and someone’s 
gonna comment.

If that account holds 
true, his dismissal is 
him being thrown on 
the sword and that’s not 
acceptable. But if he left 
under his own accord, 
its easier to stand by the 
paper.

I still believe in my four 
decades or so of cyni-
cism that there’s more to 
this story than has been 
totally revealed yet, but 
my bigger concern at the 
moment is what’s happen-
ing to society’s impression 
of journalism and the role 

of news reporting in our 
society.

As part of the news 
gathering community, 
even in our hyperlocal 
endeavor here, we make 
decisions every day on 
how much time and re-
sources we commit to tips, 
requests, news stories, and 
other coverage.

No, as many people 
have messaged us and 
asked, we do not do reg-
ular background checks 
on sources in our stories. 
Where in the world would 
that time come from? You 
folks still think there’s two 
of me. BUT…we don’t 
own a five-story profes-
sional building staffed 
with everything we would 
need to do those back-

ground checks. If so, we 
probably would.

I’ve been in the Des 
Moines Register before 
and I’m pretty sure the re-
porter, who is a reputable 
reporter around the state, 
didn’t do a background 
check on my social media 
feeds. He wouldn’t have 
found anything because 
I typically don’t engage 
unless its for clarification. 
And when I was 16, the 
only phone we had had 
this wiggly cable attached 
to it that I regularly 
overstretched talking to 
girls until all hours of the 
night.

So my question in this 
piece is this… Where 
would you prefer us to 
stop?

It’s always been my 
philosophy that we peel 
the layers back, but how 
far is far enough? It’s also 
critical to remember this: 
we don’t print everything 
we hear. Not even close.

King went to social 

media for beer money 
and when it became more 
than he was expecting he 
decided he would donate 
the rest to the hospital 
with no clue at that point 
that Busch and Venmo 
were jumping on board. 
They did, and then it 
went viral and explod-
ed. At that point, it’s not 
that big of a leap for a 
reporter who’s profes-
sionally trained to look at 
all angles of a story and 
to check out King’s other 
social media activity.

I’m a journalist, and 
admittedly am nowhere 
near qualified to pass 
judgment on that editorial 
board for printing the past 
King tweets. I wouldn’t 
have done it because the 
added editorial risk didn’t 
outweigh the value of the 
good deed. But this same 
journalist says there is 
no blame here, only the 
continued dismantling of 
the fourth estate in this 
country.

We are challenged to 
pursue unabated and 
with zeal, the truth in 
that which we report. 
That’s supposed to be our 
mission.

Corporations are 
gobbling up most of the 
newspapers in this coun-
try, sucking the life out 
of them through man-
agement fees and staff re-
ductions, and leaving the 
dried fruit on the ground 
in hopes that someone 
local will pick it up with 
grand illusions of rebuild-
ing it to greatness.

Now throw in social 
media culture dictating 
through what one publi-
cation called the “culture 
of cancellation” and you 
leave us wondering – what 
is it that you really want 
from us?

It’s pretty easy to copy 
and paste a press release…
but that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is 
editor and co-owner of Pen 
City Current

Paper’s handling of story muddies up the waters
KING - Continued from Page 1

2001 Pontiac was Sandra Louise Seager, 58, of Donnellson, who had to be extricated 
from her car by the fire department. She was transported by ambulance to the FMCH 
emergency department for treatment.

The driver of the van, a 2016 Honda, was identified as Sabrina Marie Brown, 37, of 
Niota, IL, who had a complaint of minor injury and would later seek medical care.

All vehicles were disabled and required to be towed from the roadway. Responders 
to the scene included the Fort Madison Police Department, Fort Madison Fire Depart-
ment, Lee County EMS, and the Lee County Sheriff ’s Department.

Amberger was taken to the Fort Madison Police Department where he was initially 
charged with a traffic offense of “Following Too Closely.”

The case is currently under investigation and no further details are available for 
release.

ACCIDENT - Continued from Page 1

Motorist had to be extricated from vehicle
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