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Hounds take three firsts at Southeast
Conference Track Meet Thursday.
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An eye Bonaparte pilot helps corral burglar

inthe
SKY

...nelped recover more than
$5K of his own property

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PEN CITY CURRENT

BONAPARTE - Area law enforcement officers have a
new friend in the skies.

In what is sure to go down as one of the quirkiest
crime stories of the year, a Bonaparte man took matters
into his own hands to solve a string of burglaries that
resulted in him helping recover more than $5,000 of his
own personal belongings, including a stolen firearm.

Owning three airplanes and knowing what kind of
vehicle the suspect was driving, Dave Buford took to
the air and assisted the Lee County Sherift’s depart-
ment with the arrest of a 16-year-old juvenile suspect
Wednesday.

Buford, with a second aerial assist and
ground support from friends and family,
isolated the suspect and then called in
the calvary to clean it up.

“It was fantastic,” Lee County Sherift’s
Department Detective Chad Donaldson
said.

“I couldn’t have asked for better di-
rections. Ultimately, it ended up with us being able to
take him into custody without incident (and) without
anyone getting hurt. I don't think the suspect had any
idea that he was being surveilled from the air by this
individual. It definitely helped bring this to a safe con-
clusion”

Support local journalism. Make your Pen City Cur-
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Bonaparte’s Dave Buford took to the skies Wednesday to help local law enforcement officers
capture a suspect in a string of burglaries in the Van Buren and Lee county areas.

14
I'm very grateful for law

enforcement, but nobody handles

your business like you do. I just
wanted to think outside the box and
use my resources around me to do
what we needed to do, because it’s

all about nailing the bad guy.”

-Dave Buford,
Bonaparte pilot

rent subscription donation here.

While Buford isn’t a super hero, his actions did
mirror those of one of DC Comics’ most well known
characters in Bruce Wayne, A.K.A, Batman.

Much like Batman, Buford collected his intel from
allies around the area, communicated with police and
took to the sky.

“The citizens are sick and tired of having crimes per-
petrated against them and they are willing to work with
law enforcement,” Donaldson said.

“We have citizens out there that are the victims of
crimes that have resources and are willing to use those
resources in efforts to help law enforcement appre-
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hend and prosecute people that are committing these
crimes.”

One of the craziest aspects of the story is not only the
use of a plane by a citizen to help track the suspect, but
the fact Buford just started flying two years ago.

When most men hit a midlife crisis, they buy a
motorcycle. When Buford turned 50, he told his wife
he was going to start taking flying lessons and buy an
airplane.

“You've got a better view (than on a motorcycle),”
Buford said. “When I turned 50 I thought, Tm going to
fly a plane’ I talked to my wife and told her I'm going to
buy a plane and start taking lessons and get my license.
It just kind of snowballed from there”

Buford runs his own business, allowing him to collect
the three airplanes, but it also may have been the rea-
son he was the target of the theft.

Tuesday when Buford got back to his shop, he could
tell somebody had been through one of his work
trucks. That’s when he discovered someone had stolen
a handgun, ammo, a grade laser and other tools at a
value of more than $5,000.

From there Buford called the Van Buren County
Sheriffs office. Officers came to the scene of the crime
to investigate and tried to find prints and establish a
timeline. That's when the tire tracks that would later
lead Buford to the suspect were discovered.

See MAVERICK, page 8
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Obituaries/Lottery Numbers

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

DARLENE FAYE VANTIGER

Darlene Faye Vantiger, 89, of Denmark, Iowa passed away at 9:15 p.m. Thursday;,
May 2, 2019 at the Great River Klein Center in West Burlington, Iowa.

Born on January 6, 1930, the daughter of Darius Sr. and Ada
(Cloud) Derr. On May 7, 1955, she married Paul Vantiger in Fort
Madison, Iowa. He preceded her in death on July 16,1992.

Survivors include two sons: Paul (Alice) Vantiger of Dallas City,
Illinois and Alan (Jeanne) Vantiger of West Point, Iowa; four daugh-
ters: Lynn Chipman of Texas, Mary (Doug) Seberg of Burlington,
Iowa, Julie (Jim) Steffen of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and Patty (Todd
Ross) Vandenberg of Denmark, Iowa; eleven grandchildren, fourteen
great-grandchildren, and two great-great grandchildren. Also surviving are several
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband: Paul, one son, and her brothers and
sisters.

Darlene was a nurses aid at Sacred Heart Hospital and Fort Madison Community
Hospital. She enjoyed gardening and the children in the OB department at the hospi-
tal where she worked. But most of all, she enjoyed her grandchildren.

Friends may call after 1:00 p.m. Monday, May 6, 2019 at Schmitz Funeral Home in
West Point where family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

A funeral service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at Schmitz Funer-
al Home in West Point with Father Dennis Hoffman officiating.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established to the Denmark Fire & Rescue.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.
On-line condolences to the family may be made at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
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RACHEL T. MARTINEZ

Rachel T. Martinez, 73, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 6:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 2, 2019 at the University of lowa Hospitals in Iowa City. She was born on
July 10, 1945 in Fort Madison, IA to Fidel Alvarez & Rosemary Mey-
ers and was adopted by Manuel & Hesiquia Mendez Salazar.

She married Gabriel “Dutch” Martinez on June 9, 1962 in Fort
Madison, TA. She worked at Sheaffer’s, the Department of Human
Services & the Fort Madison School System. She was a member of
Sacred Heart Church and liked to donate to various Christian char-
ities. She enjoyed spending time with family & friends, shopping
& traveling on the train to see her family. She was also a very good

MARTINEZ

cook.

Rachel is survived by: her husband: Gabriel “Dutch” Martinez of Fort Madison,
IA; 3-daughters: Stephanie Bergquist of Fort Madison, IA, Cindy (Chris) Wittry
of Georgetown, KY & Ileen (Brett) Madara of Grand Rapids, MI; 1-son: Gabriel
(Karin) Martinez of New Port News, VA; 8-grandchildren; numerous great grand-
children, nieces, nephews & cousins; 2-brothers: Brijido “Pip” Salazar of Indiana &
Gregory Honts of Tipton, IA; 4-sisters: Angel Juarez of Chicago, IL, Lucy Prado of
Fort Madison, IA, Concha & Irma both of Mexico. She was preceded in death by
her parents & several brothers & sisters.

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2019 with the family to receive
friends from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. with a rosary to immediately follow at 6:30 on Mon-
day evening at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. The funeral mass will be
held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at Ss. Mary & Joseph Church with Rev.
Joseph Phung officiating. Burial will be held at Sacred Heart Cemetery. A memorial
has been established in Rachel’s memory. Online condolences & a video tribute of
Rachel’s life may be viewed at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website:
www.kinglynk.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.
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Fort Madison Flood of 2019

Aerial photos by Ethan Lillard,
courtesy of Dave Buford

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

Do your part during this years Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you're choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
« Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris,
& electronic waste
« Use environmentally-safe cleaning products
« Reduce « Reuse « Recycle

« Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

Ft. Madison Main Office: Keokuk Transfer Station:

2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, |A Keokuk, |1A
1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa
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FM Police

City still looking at options
during next search

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison Police Chief Tim
Sittig confirmed this morning to the Pen City Current,
that he will be retiring as the city’s chief of police effec-
tive May 31.

Sittig started with the police force in late 2016 and
has 33 years in police work in Iowa and
Missouri and more than two decades as
a chief, assistant chief and instructor.

“I haven’t been thinking about it for
years, but for the last couple months, I
suppose,” Sittig said.

“I started police work in 1986, so I've
got 33 years plus a couple months in,
with 10 years as a chief and 9 or 10 years as an assistant
chief. When the door closes behind me, I'm going to
spend some time with the granddaughter and then see
what comes up.”

Sittig also had a stint teaching criminal justice classes
at Des Moines Area Community College. He said de-
pending on logistics and how retirement plays out, he
may look at going back to teaching.

Sittig said he doesn’t know what the city’s transition
will be.

“I've got to the point where I've got my time set and
I'm working through that process and that would be
question for David,” he said.

City Manager David Varley said the decision was not
complete surprise.

“He’s been kicking around the idea for a while,” Var-
ley said. “He’s got other things he’s been thinking about

SITTIG

Chief to retire May 31

doing so it’s not a complete surprise to me.”

Varley said he’s looking at several options and agen-
cies for interim assistance, including possibly using the
Lee County Sherift’s Department to fill in administra-
tively while the city conducts a search.

Lee County Sherift Stacy Weber wished Sittig the best
in his retirement said his department would be willing
to help if needed.

“I've enjoyed the friendship I've developed with Tim
and I wish him all the best,” Weber said. “Going for-
ward, were here to help any agency in the county that
looks to us”

Varley said the search for a replacement will begin
shortly.

“I'm still looking at the options about what to do in
the interim. We'll start fairly soon looking for a new
police chief. It wont’ be in the next week or anything,
but within the month will begin the process,” Varley
said.

“There may be a temporary assignment to hold us
over until we get a new police chief in place. Obvious-
ly it takes three, four, five months sometimes to find
somebody and do that search. But we’ll do the best we
can as fast as we can.”

He said he’s also considering on whether or not he
will do the search or if the city will hire a company.

“We don’t have a plan finalized yet and we'll let that
out as soon as we have a final decision on that,” he said.

In a release this morning from Varley’s office, he
wrote the city thanked Sittig for his service.

“The City thanks Chief Sittig for the service he has
provided to the Police Department and the Fort Madi-
son community. We wish him the best in his retirement
and future endeavors.”

Mayor Brad Randolph also expressed thanks to Sittig
and said Varley will be entrusted to keep the depart-
ment running smoothly.

“I have an understanding the chief has elected to
retire from the department and I haven’t had a chance
to go over the options with City Manager;,” Randolph
said this morning.

“Until I have a chance to do that, I'm going to count
on him to make sure the operations in the department
run as smoothly as if the chief wasn’t leaving. We wish
Tim the best in his retirement and I'm looking forward
to new possibilities with the department.”

City considers bumping
sewer rates again

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A proposal in front of the Fort
Madison City Council could bump city sewer rates by
13% starting in June.

At Tuesday’s regular City Council meeting, the
council will consider a recommendation from Public
Works Director Larry Driscoll to boost sewer rates by
.35/1,000 gallons.

The increase is applied to nonmonitored customers,
as well as monitored customers’ minimum monthly
charge for nonmetered contributions. The Basic Service
charge per bill would also go up by $4.50 per month.

According to sample increase put together by
Driscoll, on an average 4,500 gallon monthly consum-
er, the monthly bill would increase from $45.98 per
month to $52.05 per month, an increase of $6.07 per
month or 13.2%.

Driscoll wrote in a memo for the upcoming meeting

See SEWER, page 8

E'RE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AGRIGULTURE.

We are the Leader

in Southeast

in Ag Loans

0wa.

C

COMMITTED TO
HELPING YOU GROW.

319-469-3951

www.pilotgrovesavingshank.com
Click this ad for details.
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Boys take three titles
at conference run

Schneider, Hellige, 4x400 tops in the Southeast

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC Sports

FAIRFIELD - Fort Madison’s team
scores might have been towards the
bottom of the standings by the end of
the Southeast Conference
track meet yesterday at
Fairfield High School, but
multiple athletes collected
gold for the Bloodhounds,
bringing conference titles
to their school.

Fort Madison’s boys fin-
ished fourth out of the five teams on the
boys side with 65 points, while the girls
finished fifth out of the five teams on the
girls side with 28 total points.

Matt Hellige and Quen-
tin Schneider had the best
individual finishes on the
day, with Helige taking
first in the 3200-meter
run with a time of 9:51.90,
and Schneider taking gold
for the Hounds in the
400-meter hurdles with a time of 56.44.
Combined, Hellige and Schneider’s first-
place finishes contributed for 16 of the
Hounds total 65 points total on the day.

Fort Madison’s 4x400-meter relay
team of Brock Califf, Garrett Hannum,
Andrew Schaeffer and Schneider placed
first with a time of 3:34.19 for eight team
points. With the eight points added on,
nearly 37 percent of the Bloodhounds
points Thursday came from gold medal

SCHNEIDER

HELLIGE

MP upends Bloodhounds

BY ETHAN LILLARD
PCC SPORTS

MT. PLEASANT - Fort Madison’s boys soccer team
was ready for what was supposed to be a big week when

it came to conference play.

Although the weather conditions may not have been
as favorable as one would hope for, the Bloodhounds
were able to at least get in one of the conference games,

taking on Mount Pleasant Thursday.

Fort Madison’s A] Nolting put he first goal across in

finishes.

Hellige and Schneider weren't done
after collecting their gold, adding in
three more top finishes. Hellige chipped
in another six points towards the team
total with a second-place finish in the
1600-meter run with a time of 4:41.35,
while Schneider placed third in the
100-meter dash and third in the 400-me-
ter dash.

The Bloodhounds 4x200 relay team
of Calift, Michael Mosena, Sheymouhr
Redd-Donald and Schaeffer also took
home a top three finish, placed second
with a time of 1:37.48. Calift was part of
another relay team that took a top three
finish, as he teamed with Tate Johnson,
Ross Quentin and Matthew Meierotto
for third in the distance medley with a
time of 4:03.28.

Ethan Deacon led the way in the field
events for Fort Madison, placing fourth
in the shot put with a toss of 41-11, and
fourth in the discus with a throw of 123-
02.

Girls

Katie Dennis, Reyna Lampe, the dis-
tance medley team and the 4x100-meter
relay team owned the top finishes for
Fort Madison’s girls, with the 4x100
team placing second and the rest collect-
ing third-place finishes.

Reyna Lampe, Taylor Barnes, Olivia
Williams and Aleaya Klesner finished
the 4x100-meter relay in 1:15.33 for
second. Lampe, Williams, Barnes and

Courtesy photo

Garrett Hannum, Quentin Schneider, Andrew Schaeffer, and Brock
Califf hold the gold baton after finishing first in the 4x400 meter relay at
Thursday’s Southeast Conference track meet in Fairfield.

Raquel Schneider combined in the
distance medley for a third-place finish
with a time of 4:56.54.

Dennis placed third in the 1500-me-
ter run with a time of 5:43.50 for four
points and fifth in the 400-meter dash
with a time of 1:12.83. Lampe finished
third in the 100-meter hurdles with a
time of 17.61. Schneider placed fourth
in the 400-meter hurdles with a time
of 1:14.11, while Klesner finished right
behind in fifth in 1:20.32.

When it came to long distance, Claire
Hellman led the way with a fourth-place
finish in the 3000-meter-run with a time
of 12:55.16. Dennis took sixth in the
3000 with a time of 13:20.92.

Schneider finished sixth as well in the
100-meter hurdles with a time of 19.67.
Olivia Koechle also had a sixth-place
finish in the 200-meter dash with a time

of 31.83.

Fort Madison’s 4x400-meter relay
team of Schneider, Koechle, Lauren
King and Kylee Cashman combined for
a fourth-place finish in the 4x400-meter
relay with a time of 5:06.58.

Williams, Klesner, Barnes and Lampe
finished fourth in the 800-sprint medley
with a time of 2:05.12. The same combo
minus Schneider in place of Klesner
took third in the distance medley with a
time of 4:56.54.

When it came to field events for the
girls, Cashman collected a sixth-place
finish in the shot put with a throw of 30- »
05.50, while Dalyn Wondra took sixth in
the discus with a toss of 78-01.

This was the final tune up for both the
boys and girls, as both squads head to
Mount Pleasant Thursday for the state
qualifying meet.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST

A beautiful smile helps make a
great first impression.
Make sure yours does.

Now accepting new patients.

the 16th minute coming off an assist from Austin Sexton
and Brody Rung. The score would be the Hounds’ last, as
Mount Pleasant scored 10 minutes later in the first half,
sending the game into the half tied at one.

In the 17th minute of the second half, Mount Pleasant
put the game away with another goal for the 2-1 win.

Javier Trejo collected four saves for Fort Madison. The
Bloodhounds drop to 6-6, 4-2 on the season with their

next contest Monday May 6 at Washington High School. . . . .
Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule

your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
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Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas.

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL CENDER

Help GRRWA Keep Your Gommunity Hazard-Free!

Household Hazardous
Waste Unit is open
Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370

Call for an appointment

Ft. Madison Main Office:  Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, 1A Keokuk, 1A
1-319-372-6140 1:319-524-6175

Visit Us Online!  www.grmwa.com facebook com/grrwa

REHABILITATION &
SKILLED NURSING
WHEN GOING HOME
AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY
ISN'T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Call to schedule your personal tour

319-372-8021

Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance, and
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41+ Street Fort
Madison, IA 52627

Short-term Rehabilitation — Long-term Care

Memory Care — Ventilator Support .
& Y Like us on Facebook

872—2731 . aoddprinting.com

w

\ e
Unlock
more savings —

with [auto + renters]

Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®

and see how simple combining your auto

and renters insurance can be!

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
'BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company, Wester Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (3-17)

319-372-6959

OPEN INTERVIEWS

Starting wages
as high as $14/hr.

When: Thursday, May 9th
l pm. -5p.m.
Bagcraft Packaging
2068 303rd Avenue

Ft. Madison, IA 52627

Ask us how to
get $500 after

. 1
Location: 90 days!

Full-time 2nd and 3rd shift positions available.

Machine Operators: Starting pay - $12-$14/hr.
Material Handlers: Starting pay - $12.50/hr.
Packers: Starting pay - $11/hr.

Bagcraft Packaging, a Novolex Brand, offers medical, dental,
vision, vacation and a 401(k) plan.

Bagcraft Packaging is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Place your ad
online 24/7

= ASSESSING HOUSING OPTIONS

(® UNDERSTANDING BENEFITS

Find articles, tips and tools from experts
and others who have been in your place.

aarp.org/caregiving
Caregiving Resource Center
Care for your loved one. Care for yourself.

©

A
0 -
cua

Real Possibilities



https://www.bagcraft.com/
http://www.rivercitymotorsplus.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.4arose.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.aarp.org/caregiving
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the classifieds

HELP WANTED

WE’RE
HIRING

Holy Trinity Catholic is a
growing, future ready school
in Southeast lowa. Holy Trin-
ity Catholic School seeks
qualified, committed, and
talented individuals for a va-
riety of positions that will al-
low them to fulfill their unique
potential within the context of
faith based education.

+ Junior/Senior High School
Administrator — full time posi-
tion that requires a Master’s
in school administration, ex-
perience in curriculum plan-
ning desired.

+ Junior/Senior High Math
Teacher - full time, degree
and certification required

+ Senior High School English
Teacher - full time, degree
and certification required

+ Senior High School Spanish
Teacher - full time, degree
and certification required

* TAG Teacher — 0.5 time,
degree and certification re-
quired

* Upper Elementary Music
Teacher — 0.4 time, degree
and certification required

* Business Manager — full
time, degree in Business or
Accounting required

« Janitorial Staff - full time

Please contact Judi Dinwid-
die at judi.dinwiddie@holy-
trinityschools.org for addi-
tional information in regard to
all open positions.

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Fort Madison Community
School District
Ft. Madison, lowa

DIRECTOR
OF OPERATIONS
& MAINTENANCE

BENEFITS: This position
includes a competitive and
comprehensive benefits
package that includes IP-
ERS, paid personal/sick
leave and medical/dentall/vi-
sion insurance

HOURS: 261 days
QUALIFICATIONS:

» Bachelor’s degree pre-
ferred

* Minimum of 5 years ex-
perience in maintenance
or operations related field

» Experience in a school
district preferred

+ Valid driver’s license

« Demonstrated ability to
work independently

* Demonstrated ability
to effectively supervise
others

REQUIREMENTS: The Di-
rector of Operations shall be
responsible for maintaining
the physical school plant and
grounds in condition of oper-
ating excellence at all times

PHYSICAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Bending, carry-
ing, climbing, driving, lifting,
pushing/pulling, reaching, sit-
ting, standing, walking.

Applications, in writing, for
the above position will be
accepted until May 15, 2019

For more information
or to apply:
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant
brian@pencitycurrent.com

319.470.9151

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com

COMMERCIAL
SPACE

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

FOR RENT
- Office S
NEWS tip? g
Gall Ghuck
(319)311.1670

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Office / retail space avail-
able for rent at 1225 Avenue
H Fort Madison. 875 square
feet of open space. Ample
parking, visible advertising
sign, great location. Please
inquire at 319-470-1384.

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer,  built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS

Monthly
Only $50°°

2x2 Business Card Size Ad with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $39%

3 Easy Ways to Get Started!

1. Place your ad online 24/7

www.pencitycurrent.com
or click here!
2. Email your ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
3. Call (319)470.9151



http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
mailto:judi.dinwiddie@holytrinityschools.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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From the Front/Weather

Persistence and

MAVERICK - Continued from Page 1

“We drove around my shop and that’s when we saw
the tracks,” Buford said. “We saw the tracks were 53
inches center to center, we could tell it was a smaller ve-
hicle ... when they pulled away and the two tracks went
to four, we could see one of the paths was really narrow
because of a spare tire/donut. As it tracked around, we
could tell it was on the rear.

“At that point in time we knew somewhat what we
were dealing with. I rallied the troops and had about
eight people out driving around and looking for a car/
little truck with a donut on it”

Buford put out a $1,000 bounty for anyone that
tracked down the suspect.

“I got a call from a neighbor that’s a friend of ours,”
he said. “(My neighbor) said, ‘I think I've got your guy’
He said the guy was at his place and was going through
his garage. The homeowner heard a noise and went out
there and asked what he was doing”

The suspect claimed he was at the residence because

Homemadle Tacos & Enchiladas
Tuesday, May 7 o S5-7.30pm

Call in orders

|  319-372-6928

Proceed's bene{if‘ Fort Madlison Fireworks

Senior Community

BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H ¢ Fort Madison ¢ 319.372.2243

resources led to arrest of juvenile

he had a flat tire and was looking for a jack. Not want-
ing to spook the suspect, Buford’s friend obliged and
helped put another donut on, keeping the vehicle more
identifiable. Buford’s neighbor called him back and let
him know the situation.

Buford called the police to provide them with an
update and a description of the suspect. At that point
they had a good feeling of who it was. The following
day Buford received a picture message from a friend.
His friend noticed that in the photo he saw, the gun
and clips looked a lot like Buford’s.

That’s when Buford again contacted the Van Buren
Sheriff’s department and also reached out to the Lee
County Sheriffs office as well. Knowing there was a
chance the suspect may try to ditch or get money from
the stolen goods, Buford also went to pawn shops and
gave out the list of items stolen.

With a lead on who the suspect was, authorities went
to a nearby family members’ home, but had no success.

That’s when Buford decided he was going to take
matters into his own hands. After the police left the
family members’ home, the suspect later returned.

“I flew down and spotted the car at the residence that
we had suspected him to be at,” Buford said. “I circled
around and called Chad. Then the car moved around
and he ended up getting away””

Not to be deterred from his mission, Buford called
his nephew, Tyler Buford, for an extra set of eyes in the
sky.

“We went grid flying, just trying to cover everywhere,
and we spotted him again,” Buford said.

“I dropped down to get a good look at the car to
make sure it was the right one, sure enough it was. I
called Chad back again and we kept following him and
circling until the police could get there”

The vehicle ended up pulling into a different resi-
dence, but with Buford still on his tail, the police were
able to track down the suspect and bring him into

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

SUN 05 May

Overcast
High— 69.4° F | Low — 55.5° F

MON 06 May

Overcast
High— 69.6° F | Low — 54.6° F

TUE 07 May

Light Rain
High— 66.9° F | Low — 57.4° F

WED 08 May

Heavy Intensity Rain
High— 75.3° F | Low — 63.6° F

THU 09 May

Moderate Rain
High— 66.5° F | Low —45.1° F

OpenWeatherMap

custody.

“We watched them take him down,” Buford said with
a grin. “Then Chad called me and said it was him and
that my gun was in the car”

After the arrest, Donaldson was asked if he had ever
seen anything like this in his nearly 20 years in law
enforcement.

“Never;” he said. “Obviously we’ve had citizen assis-
tance, (but Buford) was very good at what he did. Obvi-
ously he did some things that are just a little different
than what we do. We work under the confines of the
laws and things of that nature, so we had to reign him
in just a little bit because we have to think of safety
concerns and things of that nature”

With Buford putting in so much time and effort and
proving to have above average investigation skills, Don-
aldson was asked about the potential of Buford joining
the task force.

“Mr. Buford is definitely one of those individuals
with some training and some direction, hed be excel-
lent doing the type of job we do,” Donaldson said.

Buford didn’t disagree.

“Id like to assist law enforcement,” he said. “If the law
enforcement needs assistance, I'd be more than happy
to help”

Now when tri-state area riffraft think about com-
mitting a crime, maybe next time they will look to the
sky and see a symbol in the clouds, or whatever Buford
decides his superhero logo should be.

“I'm very grateful for law enforcement, but nobody
handles your business like you do,” he said. “T just
wanted to think outside the box and use my resources
around me to do what we needed to do because it’s all
about nailing the bad guy”

State-mandated
sewer work at root
of bump

SEWER - Continued from Page 1

that the increase would help pay for Combined Sewer
Separation projects mandated by the state.

“We have completed about 50% of the CSO projects
and we are still sticking with the final completion date,
which is scheduled for 2027, Driscoll wrote. “In order
to complete these mandated projects, as well as contin-
ue with the ongoing maintenance and upkeep projects
required by a sewer system, a rate increase is necessary.’

The city’s last sewer rate increase study was complet-
ed in 2012 with a fairly large increase and then another
smaller increase in 2016.

The resolution in front of the council would also car-
ry an annual 2% increase in the rate beginning in 2020.
Any late paymenets would subject to a 10% late fee.

In a related issue, the council will also vote on trans-
ferring $113,000 in this budget and in the next fiscal
year budget from city water department maintenance
and operations funds to the city’s general fund to re-
imburse the general fund for a booster station built on
Bluft Road.

You can’t beat FREE! [ ﬁ E_
Subscribe to #PCC today I
Paid options also available. E

Hop in for fresh spring decor

The Easter Bunny knows where to shop for Easter and Spring decor!
Dishware, house plants and succulents in addition to our regular offerings.

HARVESTVILLE FARM MIERCANTILE

Open Tu-F 10am-5pm & Saturdays 10am-2pm | 618 7th Street | Fort Madison, lowa | 319-470-7375 Visit us online www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile

@harvestvillefarmmercantile



https://www.facebook.com/FraternalOrderofEaglesAerie1287/
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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