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IFC to power down for 4-week maintenance
BY PCC STAFF

WEVER – Nearly two years ago, Iowa Fertilizer 
Company (IFCo) officially began production at its man-
ufacturing facility in southeast Iowa. In that time, the 
company has met and in many cases exceeded produc-
tion expectations to provide U.S. farmers with a domes-
tic and stable source of nitrogen fertilizer products. As 
part of IFCo’s normal business practices, the plant will 
undergo a planned shut down in order to complete rou-
tine cleaning and maintenance. This shut down period 
will run from July 6, 2019 until early August.

This routine maintenance period, which is called a 
“Turnaround,” allows for the inspection of the plant’s 
equipment and necessary repairs as part of the compa-
ny’s longstanding commitment to the safety of the facili-
ty,  employees, and the community at large, including 
the protection of the surrounding environment. Turn-
arounds also ensure reliable and efficient production at 
or above required capacities through the next several 
years of continuous operation.

“At Iowa Fertilizer Company, safety is the foundation 
of our business,” said IFCO’s Managing Director Darrell 
Allman. “As part IFCo’s normal business operations, 

our planned shutdown in July through early August will 
allow us to continue meeting production goals and to 
do so safely and in an environmentally friendly manner. 
During this timeframe, the company will invest tens 
of millions of dollars locally that will continue to drive 
economic growth throughout our community.”

The planned shutdown at IFCo will include up to 600 
new temporary workers onsite and a total investment 
of approximately $30 million, which will help support a 
wide range of local businesses throughout Lee and Des 

See SHUTDOWN, page 10

Hound builders impress at nationals
Beside The 
Point

Chuck Vandenberg,
Pen City Current - Editor

Well, as you can probably gather from the pictures 
of your balding, aging, and, apparently, lost editor, I’ve 
been on a working vacation since Wednesday, and even 
though we literally grow every day here at the Pen City 
Current Funhouse, sometimes we can’t do e-Editions.

Actually, we’re contemplating an investment in more 
technology that will allow us to remotely put this bad 
boy together, but another story for another time.

At the end of the day, sometimes you just need a 
vacation. But when Fort Madison Activities Director 
Jeremy Swink asked me last Monday if I was going to 
Louisville to cover the FMHS Building Trades team in 
the national SkillsUSA event, I looked at him like he 
was weird. Louisville?? Uh…no.

I then sat through a three-hour school board meeting 
and thought to myself…why not? You travel to Fort 
Dodge which is four hours away to cover a 16-minute 
cross country run…and drive back home.

Why does this program deserve anything less….and 
this is a national competition. AND Louisville is home 
to the Cincinnati Reds’ Triple A team and has Skyline 
Chili outlets.

Now I’m not a fan of Skyline Chili…it’s a bit sweet 

Working vacation shines 
light on program

FMHS trades team places Iowa in top half of country

All four Fort Madison High School Bloodhounds com-
peting at last week’s SkillsUSA TeamWorks competition 
help install a kitchen exhaust fan as part of their con-
struction project Thursday afternoon. From left to right 
on ladders, Elton Kruse and Danen Settles, while on 
the ground are AJ Nolting and Parker Denning.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The best building 
trades students in the country lined up 
in the West Wing of the Kentucky Expo-
sition Center this week, and four Blood-
hounds hammered it out with them for a 
couple days.

After two days of intense preparation, 
planning, construction, and even dem-
olition, Fort Madison stands tall as the 
24th best prep building trades team in 
the country, after representing Iowa in 
the SkillsUSA TeamWorks competition in 
Louisville.

The competition was part of the 
6,400-student, 103-program contest 
held annually with a combined price tag, 
including donations and investments, of 
more than $36 million.

Fort Madison High School juniors 
Danen Settles and Parker Denning joined 
seniors Elton Kruse and AJ Nolting in the 
competition on the southwest side of Lou-
isville. The contest went more than three 
days and included an oral presentation on 
how they would tackle the project, getting 
the tools and supplies for the project, 
construction and demolition.

The project was to build a scaled back 
version of a kitchen/bath structure in-
cluding wiring switches, outlets, lights, 
and two ventilation fans, plumbing both 

See VACATION, page 5See NATIONALS, page 4
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Obituaries

Attention All Shopko Optical Customers 
Dr. Peck will see you now!

Dr. Larry D Peck O.D.
3rd Generation Optometrist
716 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, IA

319-372-2321

We Offer:
• Diagnoses
• Treatments
• New Frames and Lenses
• Contact Lenses
• Pediatric Eyecare
• Family Eyecare
• And so much more! 

Dr. Peck is now accepting new patients. 
WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS. 

To get the best care for your eyes, come see Dr. Peck!
Fort Madison Family Dentistry East

319-372-3614
Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

319-372-4882
Mediapolis Dental Care

319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Sylvia Thomas, Certified SIYI . 617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
319-470-1082 . www.seiowayoga.com

Class Schedule
Monday 9-10:30am – Beginners

Wednesday 9-10:30am – Advanced Beginners
Wednesday 6-7:30pm – Intermediate

Thursday 5:30-6:30 – Restorative and Slow Stretching
Friday 9-10:30am – Beginners

Click this ad
for more information

Fees:
$40 per month 1x a week • $65 per month 2xs a week

$75 per month 3xs a week • $15 drop in fee

Private Classes Available by Appointment

OBITUARIES

James “Jim” Shelton, 88, of Ft. Madison passed away on Wednesday, June 26, 2019 
at 1:42 PM at his home.  He was born on July 17, 1930 at home in Kirksville, MO to 
Benjamin and Ritta Bills Shelton and was the seventh son of his parents. He graduated 
from American School in Chicago. 

Jim married Helen Clark and together they had three children, Jackie, 
Connie and Jerry.  He then married Mary Lawyer and she preceded him 
in death. He had five step children with Mary; Betty, Barbara, Beverly, 
Bonnie and Bonita.  He then married Juanita Wells and he has a step 
son Richard “Jay” Wells. After working at IAAP for thirty nine years, he 
retired on July 17, 1992.  At the plant he held the following positions: 
line 1 as foreman and production worker in the area of atomic energy.  
Later he worked in the guard department as a lieutenant, captain and 

assistant chief.  Jim was a member of St. John’s UCC where he helped count money for 
twenty two years.  His real joy was being a greeter for the “End of the Month Meals”.   
His treasured pastimes were fishing, dancing, wood working, jewelry making, target 
shooting, traveling the USA in their 5th wheel, genealogy and coin collecting.  He 
made over fifty afghans for family members and he gave out many cross necklaces to 
friends and family and was an avid reader.

Survivors include his wife, Juanita Shelton of Ft. Madison; two children, Jay Wells of 
Ft. Madison and Jack Shelton; three step grandchildren, Daniel, Matthew and Tiffany;  
four step children, Barbara Lindgren, Beverly McGuffey, Bonnie Lawyer and Bonita 
Smith; several grandchildren, great grandchildren and great great grandchildren; one 
sister, Louise Winn of Lawrence, IN; his faithful companion, Chewy; special friends 
and neighbors, Bob and Gloria Dunn; numerous and nieces.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Mary; a son Jerry in infancy; a daughter, Connie; a step daughter, 
Betty; seven brothers, Francis, Jack, Lloyd, Paul, David, Donald and Gerald.

 A memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 29, 2019 at 11 AM at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home & Crematory where the family will meet with friends an hour prior to 
the service beginning at 10 AM.   Burial will take place at Sharon Cemetery at a later 
date.

A memorial has been established for St. Johns UCC or the Ft. Madison Food Pantry 
and online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

JAMES “JIM” SHELTON

SHELTON

ESTHER L. DROLLINGER
Esther L. Drollinger, 87, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 

June 28, 2019 at The Kensington surrounded by her family.  She was born on August 
28, 1931 in Fort Madison, IA to Jay & Bernice Sharp Dalrymple.  She married Billie 
L. Drollinger on March 5, 1950 in Fort Madison, IA.  He preceded her in death on 

October 16, 2016.  She retired from Gleason’s with 39 years of ser-
vice, lastly as assistant to the manager.  She was a master crocheter & 
enjoyed baking pies.  She was a harness horse co-owner & groom with 
her husband for many years & did bookkeeping for the tracks.

Esther is survived by: 4-children: Robert (Jeanne) Drollinger of 
Denmark, IA, Thomas Drollinger of Fort Madison, IA, Linda (Mark) 
Conlee of Montrose, IA & Brenda (Mark) Marsden of Dallas City, IL; 
8-grandchildren: Tara (Mark) Allard, Trent (Dani) Drollinger, Leith 

(Arpi) Drollinger, Brady (Stefanie) Drollinger, Jessie Huey, Cassie Huey, Ross (Kim) 
Menke & Jill (Matt) Wendland; 17-great grandchildren; 2-brothers: Howard & Wil-
bur Dalrymple of West Point, IA & 1-sister: Mary Alice Woods of Fort Madison, IA.  
She was preceded in death by: her parents, husband & 1-sister: Velda Mae.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory.  The family will receive friends from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 5, 2019 
with the memorial service to immediately follow at 10:30 a.m. at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory with Rev. Dean Graber officiating.  Burial will be held at Oak-
land Cemetery.  A memorial has been established for Lee County Hospice.  Online 
condolences & a video tribute of Esther’s life may be viewed at the King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

DROLLINGER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent
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Summer Fun in the Sun
at Harvestville Farm

• Seasonal Veggies, Fresh Fruits                        
and Homemade Baked Goods 

• Jams, jellies, and more
• The Pitchfork Cafe

• Plants, Annuals, and Patio Pots
• Harvestville Play Area set to open June 15th!

1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson . 319-470-1558
info@harvestvillefarm.com . www.harvestvillefarm.com

Open: Mon-Sat 9am -5pm; Sun 11am - 4pm
The Pitchfork Cafe Hours: Mon-Sat 11am - 2pm

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 01 July

Cloudy
High– 85.9º F | Low – 73.4º F

TUE 02 July

Light Rain
High– 86.1º F | Low – 73.4º F

WED 03 July

Light Rain
High– 86.3º F | Low – 71.0º F

THU 04 July

Rain
High– 86.5º F | Low – 72.8º F

FRI 05 July

Rain
High– 85.6º F | Low – 76.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

06/24/19 – 4:27 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 300 
block of Eighth Street.
06/24/19 – 5:56 p.m. -Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a stolen bicy-
cle in the 300 block Street.
05/24/2019 – 6:01 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 600 
block of Avenue F.
06/25/19 – 10:42 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a gas drive off in the 
5000 block of Avenue O.
06/25/19 -3:37 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
5000 block of Avenue O.
06/25/19 – 4:12 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a personal injury accident 
at the intersection of 16th 
Street and Avenue D.
06/25/19 – 5:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Dakotah Bryse Dunn, 25, of 
Fort Madison, in the 2300 
block of Avenue L, on a 
warrant for failure to appear.

06/26/19 – 4:23 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 300 block of 20th Street.
06/26/19 – 5:14 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
800 block of Avenue C.
06/26/19 – 7:48 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Kimberly Jo Huss, 43, of 
Fort Madison, in the 4500 
block of Avenue O, on a 
charge of driving under 
suspension. She was 
released upon citation.
06/26/19 – 9:31 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Adrian Raul Garcia, 41, 
of Fort Madison in the 
2800 block of Avenue K, 
on a charge of serious 
domestic abuse assault. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
06/26/19 – 11:01 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Dustin Allan Beckman, 
20, of Fort Madison in the 
3000 block of Avenue J., 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/27/19 – 10:43 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 1400 block of Avenue H.

06/27/19 – 11:50 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 3400 block of Avenue O.
06/27/19 – 1:51 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
2200 block of Avenue H.
06/27/19 – 8:45 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1500 block of Avenue B.
06/27/19 – 9:03 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a gas drive off in the 1400 
block of 38th Street.
06/27/19 – 4:20 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
William LeRoy Frantz, III, 
46 of Fort Madison in the 
1500 block of Avenue E, on 
a charge of animal neglect. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
06/27/19 – 3:51 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Gene 
Allan Green, 58, of Fort 
Madison in the 1200 block 
of 38th Street, on a charge 
of dog running at large. He 
was released upon citation.
06/27/19 – 8:45 p.m. – 
Fort Madison Police cited 
Douglas Eugene Hayes, 
56, of Fort Madison, in 

the 1500 block of Avenue 
G, on a charge of failure 
to maintain control and 
having an open container 
(accident related). He was 
released upon citation.
06/28/19 – 5:35 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Brett Lee Traman, 30, of 
Fort Madison in the 700 
block of 24th Street, on 
charges of driving while 
barred, possession of 
controlled substance, and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was taken 
to the Lee County Jail.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

06/24/19 – 2:51 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Andrea Louise 
Blint, 35, of Niota, Ill., at the 
sheriff’s office, on a war-
rant for contempt of court. 
She was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released 
on her recognizance.
06/24/19 – 10:58 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Russell Lynn 
Hymes, 61, of Keokuk, in 
the 200 block of Concert 
Street on a warrant for 
possession of methamphet-
amine less than 5 grams.
06/24/19 – 11:32 a.m. – Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Michele Marie Spin-
dlow, 28, of Fort Madison, 
in the 2100 block 303rd 
Avenue in Fort Madison on 
charge of domestic abuse 
assault. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
06/24/19 – 12:06 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Steward Benton 
Spindlow, II, 32, of Fort 
Madison in the 2100 block 
of 303rd Avenue in Fort 
Madison on a charge of 
domestic abuse assault-3rd 
offense. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/24/19 – 1:16 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Dalton James 
Meyers, 25, of Keokuk, at 
the sheriff’s office, on a 
charge of being a fugitive 
from justice. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
06/24/19 – 3:39 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Ronald Edward 
Bollin, 37, of Keokuk, in 
the 100 block of Washing-
ton Street on a charge of 
violation of a no contact 
order. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
06/24/19 – 11:07 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a report of 

a one-vehicle accident in 
the 2300 block of Hwy. 61 
northbound. A vehicle driven 
by Chris Ann Turner, 35, 
of Fort Madison veered off 
the road into the west ditch 
and through a fence where 
she, according to reports, 
struck a cement barrier 
owned By Truck Repair, Inc. 
She was cited for failure to 
maintain control and was 
transported to Fort Madison 
Community Hospital after 
sustaining several injuries.
06/25/19 – 7:36. a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Brandon Beau Shane 
Franklin, 29, of Burlington 
at the Lee County Jail on a 
charge of contempt of court. 
He was held in custody.
06/27/19 – 3:35 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on Hwy. 103. A 
vehicle driven by Michael 
Kent Arnold, 56, according 
to the report, had to brake 
hard to avoid hitting a car 
that stopped suddenly. A 
vehicle driven by Kristin 
Leigh Denning, 43, of West 
Point, allegedly couldn’t 
stop in time and struck the 
back of Arnold’s car. No 
injuries or citations were 
reported at the scene.

http://www.harvestvillefarm.com
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.tkef.org
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2019 SkillsUSA TeamWorks National Competition

At-Large and In Charge
City Councilman

Kevin Rink

2470 235th Street, Fort Madison
(319) 470-1502

www.faethsfowlplay.com

Southeast Iowa Premier Upland Hunting Destination

A Fun, Fabulous Boutique

We don’t try to keep up with the Joneses, we drag em down to our level and Funkifiem!! 

707 Avenue G, Fort Madison • 319.372.7785

www.thefunkycowgirl.com

Tacos Tacos Takos
is a unique

beach-themed taco bar
Featuring Daily

New Taco Selections
House-made Salsas

Sides

the rooms and framing the structure 
with a roofing panel over two over-
hangs. The project also required a brick 
facing about two feet high on the out-
side front corner and siding on the back 
side that included a window.

All of the contestants were provided 
the exact same clothing, tools, plans 
and drawings, supplies, and equipment 
so the contest was based on knowledge 
and teamwork alone and no advantages 
could be given to any one team.

FMHS Instructor and contest advisor 
Clint Kobelt said the four boys repre-
sented Fort Madison and the state of 
Iowa well, but the real win was in how 
they worked together over the three 
days.

“When you consider all four of these 
guys intend to go into the industry and 
their take away is we hold onto quality 
as opposed to quantity? Guys that can 
do that will write their own check in the 
long run,” Kobelt said. 

 “If you end up 10th, end up 12th…
if you win it all, or you end up last – the 
bigger victory has been won.”

Kobelt, the building trades instruc-
tor at FMHS, said having to sit on the 
sidelines was a learning experience for 
him. In a similar sports event, players 
could call a timeout and get some coach 
time. Kobelt wasn’t allowed to speak to 
the Bloodhounds at any point during 
the days’ 7-hour sessions.

“It’s nerve wracking to be honest with 
you. You spend three of four years with 
these guys – and they’re not your stu-
dents, they’re your kids – you see them 
struggle and face adversity and your 
initial reaction is you just want to fix it,” 
he said.

 “But not being able to do that actual-
ly allows you to see that they don’t need 
you to do that.”

The 24th place finish is even more 
telling in what the boys were able to 
accomplish because with 30 minutes 
left in finalizing the project, the Hounds 
slipped into clean up mode knowing 
that they hadn’t touched the plumbing 
task associated with the competition.

Denning said that was actually part 
of the plan going forward. He said the 
discussion amongst the team prior to 
the competition was to do quality work 
and get points on their strengths and if 

there was time left, they all would jump 
in on the plumbing.

The group decided to not just throw 
something up that wasn’t functional 
and suffer the quantity over making 
sure they got the other parts of the 
project right.

“I think it 
came out pretty 
good,” Denning 
said. “We just 
couldn’t get to 
the plumbing. 
We focused 
more on getting 
everything done 
that we started, 
rather than go 
into something 
different and not 

get it done. We took 
our time and it was quality over quanti-
ty for sure,” he said.

Kruse, who served as an adhoc fore-
man on the project, said he was very 
happy finishing in the top half. The 
senior actually said Thursday evening 
before the scores were announced 
Friday, that they would finish near the 
middle in the top 25.

“I was happy with our effort and we 
hit all our marks. We talked about leav-
ing the plumbing to last because it was a 
maybe,” he said.

“I think we’re where we expected to 
be at the end of the day. Plumbing was a 
maybe and it didn’t get done, but we did 
everything else the right way.”

Kruse spent about five hours Thurs-
day working on the masonry on the 
outside of the project, while Denning 
and Settles shored up the framing and 
started working on the back side, which 
was the only side that needed to be sid-
ed for judging. That side also included 
an 18×24” slide Pella window.

Nolting spent the seven hours work-
ing all the wiring from a main panel 
to three outlets, two switches, a range 
fan in the kitchen and ventilation fan 
in the bathroom. When Kruse finished 
the masonry, he moved Denning to the 
ventilation fan installation and he took 
over siding work with Settles.

Judges would move around the 50 
projects in the vast hall measuring, 

checking for levelness, safety, and 
housekeeping. The students got two 
10-minute breaks each day and a 

30-minute lunch.
“Our expecta-

tions were we’d 
get close to finish 
with it and I’d 
say we met that 
goal,” Nolting 
said “The only 
thing we didn’t 
finish was 
plumbing and 
we don’t really 

know much about 
plumbing. We did our best.”

Nolting said he ran into a couple 
snags in the panel box on some things 
he hadn’t seen, but he solved the 
problem by continuing to go back to 
the project drawings and rework the 
problems.

“Some things in the box I got a little 
confused with, but I kept going back to 
the prints and solved it. It was a goal of 
ours to get here. That’s what we were 
aiming for and we were excited to be 
here and represent Iowa.”

Settles said he enjoyed the competi-
tion. The junior all-state wrestler came 
with the group as an alternate when 
junior Brandon Reichelt, who was part 
of the team that won the state competi-
tion in April, had to back out for prior 

family plans.
 “I enjoyed 

it. I came here 
knowing it was 
framing and 
electrical work 
and plumbing 
and we got most 
of that done. The 
metal studs that 
were part of the 
framing threw 

us for a little loop 
as we’d never dealt with that, but we 
figured it out in about five minutes.”

Denning said the competition cer-
tainly had a national feel to it.

“You can tell this was a national com-
petition for sure,” he said. “A lot of this 
we’ve never done before… the trusses, 
the brick work, and the siding – we’ve 
never tackled anything like that before, 

so I think we did pretty good for all 
that.”

Kruse said aside from the plumbing 
there was very little the crew didn’t 
accomplish.

“It was cool to see where we stacked 
up against all these teams. We weren’t 
sure if we’d finish dead last or what. 
I’d say in all honesty we’re in the top 
25 somewhere,” he said Thursday after 
time expired on the build.

 “We had 
some minor 
things with the 
framing and 
siding where 
we had to pull 
some nails but 
there really was 
nothing major. 
I had to shift to 
the siding after 
a little bit, but it 
all worked out.”
Kruse has al-

ready accepted a position with Carl A. 
Nelson, Co. and Nolting will be attend-
ing Kirkwood Community College’s 
Building Trades program. A represen-
tative from the college was on hand to 
watch some of the program’s incoming 
students.

Kobelt said looking back at the com-
petition, two things stand out to him.

“These boys had several opportuni-
ties presented where they could have 
surrendered to the pressure or tried to 
keep pace with their neighbor. But they 
set a course and they did exactly what 
they set out to do,” he said.

 “They knew plumbing would be 
their Achilles heal. They played to 
their strengths and did what they do 
very well. But more important to me 
is I think they thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.

“You’re gonna have a job. You’re going 
to work somewhere but they figured out 
your job doesn’t have to be work. You’re 
on the biggest stage you’re ever going to 
be on competing against the best in the 
nation for the first time ever. They never 
got so wrapped up in it that it became 
work. If you can do that at 17, 18 years 
old, you have just figured out to make 
the next 50 years of your life so much 
better.”

DENNING

NOLTING

SETTLES

KRUSE

Kruse predicted top-25 finish despite not including plumbing
NATIONALS - Continued from Page 1

http://www.fortmadison-ia.com/index.aspx?nid=109
https://bestmoviedeal.com/home_v4/v5-fox/
http://www.faethsfowlplay.com
https://www.thefunkycowgirl.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tacotacotakos/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com


for me, but I’m a huge fan of how my 
Reds (yeah….after 42 years they’re MY 
Reds) are playing right now. Our sales 
and marketing coordinator Brian Wright 
raves about Skyline Chili. So I got him 
a case (four cans!) for $15.99. I told the 
lady at the counter to put the second one 
back, sorry Brian. It’s not THAT good!.

We (I dragged my 19-year-old who’s 
on summer leave from college off the 
couch to go with me) got into town 
Wednesday late afternoon after sev-
eral setbacks in trying to hit the road. 
We rolled into town and hit our hotel 
which was seven miles outside of town, 
grabbed some dinner, and turned in for 
the night.

The trades competition ran Tues-
day-Friday with an orientation, oral pre-
sentations, and pick-up of project specs.

Wednesday the teams framed up the 
project. Instructor Clint Kobelt had 
nothing to do but stand or sit near the 
black apron barrier for what had to be a 
14 grueling hours where not one in-
stance of contact was allowed during the 
sessions.

Kobelt said it looked like the Hounds 

were behind in framing the project 
because everyone else framed up. The 
Hounds, who have done a lot of framing 
in their classwork, framed on the ground 
and then put everything up. Kobelt said 
they shot past most of the teams on the 
floor once they began putting everything 
in place.

Thursday I headed over to the Ken-
tucky Expo Center, which is a mon-
strosity of a campus, picked up my press 
pass, and headed over to the west wing, 
where I quickly found Kobelt with arms 
crossed intently watching his troops 
from about 30 feet away.

My pass let me go wherever I want-
ed…I felt kinda bad about that because 
the FM parents and faithful that fol-
lowed were stuck behind the barrier. 
Sometimes I just want to sneak a parent 
a pass and hand them my camera. I 
suppose if I gave them a dollar, it would 
be legit.

I went behind the barrier and down 
the aisle to the site where our Hounds 
were literally, hammering away. I took 
about 20 minutes worth of pictures 
before this old guy with an American 

flag dew rag came up with a camera on 
a unipod and asked where I was from. I 
told him and then he pointed to his head 
and said, “you need a hard hat, just to 
be safe”. I tilted my head a little and said, 
“Where would I get one of those?”

 “Down there at the end. there’s a 
bunch on wooden box,” he said with a 
smile.

“Well, why don’t you go down there 
and grab two.” I said. His smile fell and 
he turned the other way with a glance 
back that met my eyes. I don’t like ego-
tists… and I went and got a hard hat.

I chatted up Kobelt on several oc-
casions. That helped me avoid the $8 
Nathan’s Hot Dog vendor strategically 
positioned right outside the west wing 
doors.

Kobelt talked about how proud he was 
of this group of kids who were experi-
encing in real-time, what he called the 
“Joy of the Journey”.

“No matter how they finish…they’re 
winning right now as we watch them,” 
he said.

I left him to his thoughts after a while 
and I wandered about this uber-plex and 
watched what I could only imagine was 
a senior in high school build this fantab-
ulous brick monument from scratch. He 
even had the words USA and a trowel 
in gold and white brick worked into the 
project. I watched him for probably 20 
minutes. Very impressive.

Then I went over to the electrical 
wiring contests where money and equip-
ment was on the line for the top wiring 

students. In other buildings everything 
vocational from auto mechanics, to 
photography, cabinet-building, forensic 
science, cosmetology, and many, many 
more were all in full tilt.

This event hosts 6,400 students and 
has investments, donations, and hard 
costs totaling $36 million and has a $27 
million impact on the Louisville econo-
my.

I continue to advocate that the edu-
cation debt bubble is going to pop very 
soon. The cost of education is too high 
and wages are too low. Simple economics 
dictates that can’t stand up to the weight 
much longer.

But these kids, I think, are the ones 
who’ve figured it out. Upwards of 6,400 
students who may not even have to go 
to college, but undoubtedly will shrink 
the government’s grasp on the financial 
futures of those who do.

Anywhoooo. I left Thursday with all 
my pictures and interviews and headed 
back to the hotel for a dip in the pool 
and dinner at Bravo! I went back to the 
expo Friday morning at about 10 a.m., 
but everything was torn down. The tear 
downs, which were also scored on how 
much of the product can be reused, were 
completed in less than two hours.

My daughter and I petered around 
the tight streets of Louisville until she 
got nauseous from all the driving. Dad’s 
kind of a “Squirrel!” type of motorist. 
“Ooooh….What’s thaaaat?! We called it 

Pen City Current - Monday, July 1, 2019 - 5

2019 SkillsUSA TeamWorks National Competition

10,000 sq. ft.
of gently worn, like new, 

current style clothing
for the whole family

319 372 1717 . www.stage2.biz
816 Avenue G, Fort Madison

M-TH 9am-6pm; F 9am-8pm; SA 9am-5pm

Martin L. Graber, MBA
Financial Advisor

An Ameriprise Financial franchise

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
610 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627-2925
T: 319.372.1896
F: 319.372.1942
TF: 800.361.1896
martin.l.graber@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/martin.l.graber

K’s Fabrics and More
We Do Alterations

Prom, Bridal, & more

319.372.9044
Nancy Kempker . 719 Avenue G, Fort Madison

COURTNEY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Rick C. Courtney

1219 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319) 372-2435
1214 40th Street, Fort Madison, IA 52627

humburdauto.com
Dwight Barnes, Owner

humburdautoservice455@gmail.com

CABINETION
2336 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-4355

319-372-4353 Fax
319-470-2088 CellPatrick Helling

cabinetion@mchsi.com

Finally, FMHS Building Trades instructor Clint Kobelt looks over the 
final work of the trades team’s project Thursday afternoon. Kobelt ex-
amines the masonry work done by Elton Kruse, who’s standing to Ko-
belt’s left.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

From left to right, AJ Nolting, Elton Kruse, Clint Kobelt, Danen Settles, 
and Parker Denning.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Trip turned out to be 
a lesson in quality 

over quantity
VACATION - Continued from Page 1

See TRIP, page 11

https://www.stage2.biz/
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/martin.l.graber/?cid=IP_local_google
https://www.facebook.com/Ksfabricsandmore/
https://www.facebook.com/courtneychiropracticfm/
https://www.facebook.com/Humburd-Auto-Service-358635528540/
http://www.cabinetion.com/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

Harris, Marolfs get first wins at Speedway
By BRIAN NEAL

Pepsi Lee County County Speedway

DONNELLSON – After having two weeks off, one for 
a scheduled night off and one lost to mother nature, the 
Pepsi Lee County Speedway in Donnellson, Iowa got 
back to racing action on Friday, June 28th.

But mother nature tried her best to put a damper on 
the night, as showers moved thru the area early after-
noon. After the rains stopped the track crew went to 
work to see if the grounds could be ready in time for 
some racing. A late decision to race paid off with some 
very fast racing on a nice smooth racing surface.

At the end of Pilot Grove Savings Bank and Donnell-
son Tire & Service Veterans Night two driver’s earned 
their first wins of the season at the track, while three 
others won for multiple times.

The 18-lap Roberts Tire Center IMCA SportMods took 
to the track first, with Derek Goble and Josh Holtman 
leading the field to green. But it was fourth-place starter 
Brandon Lambert who grabbed the lead on lap 1 over 
Holtman and Austen Becerra, who started 8th. Lambert 
then held the top spot until lap 3, when Becerra slipped 
past him for the top spot. Then just after the lap was 
scored complete the action was slowed for a spin in turn 
4 by Brian Bergheger.

On the restart Becerra jumped back out front, with 
Daniel Fellows, who started 10th, and Ron Kibbe, who 
started 6th, following close behind. While Becerra 
worked the top of the track, Fellows would work the low 
line, as the two raced the next 4 laps side-by-side. With 
Becerra holding off Fellows at the line each lap, that was 
until lap 9 when Fellows finally edged out front.

The action was slowed for the second time of the race 
on lap 12 when a cone in turn 4 brought out the yel-
low. On the restart Steven Berry got into the wall down 
the front stretch to bring the yellow light back on. The 
following restart saw Fellows move back out front, with 

Becerra and Kibbe close behind.
Fellows would pull away over the final laps to claim his 

fifth win of the season at the Pepsi Lee County Speedway. 
Becerra was 2nd, Adam Birck started 7th and finished 
3rd, Kibbe was 4th, with Brandon Dale coming from 9th 
to finish in 5th.

A nice field of fifteen I-Smile Silver IMCA Late Models 
took to the track next for their 20-lap feature, with Stacy 
Griffis and Brian Harris making up the front row. Harris 
would take advantage of his starting spot by jumping out 
into the lead on lap 1 over Jay Johnson and Matt Strass-
heim, who started 6th. Just after lap 1 was scored com-
plete the first caution appeared for a cone in turn four.

On the restart Harris moved back out front, with 
Johnson and Nick Marolf, who started fifth, close behind. 
The caution would appear after the completion of the lap, 
as Tommy Elston and Sam Halstead spun in turn four to 
bring out the yellow. Once again Harris jumped back out 
front on the restart, with Marolf over taking Johnson for 
second. Marolf would try to work under Harris over the 
next six laps, with Harris holding him off each lap at the 
line.

Harris then tried to pull away from Marolf over the 
next five laps, when heavy lapped traffic on lap 15 al-
lowed Marolf to close back in on Harris. Coming off turn 
four for the checkered flag Marolf tried to use lapped 
traffic to get under Harris for the win. But Harris would 
hold him off at the line to score his first win of the season 

at the track. Marolf finished second, Johnson was third, 
Strassheim was fourth, with Ron Boyse who started 
eighth rounding out the top five.

The Donnellson Tire & Service IMCA Stock Cars 
struggled to get their 18 lap feature going, as three cau-
tions in the first three laps would slow the action. Once 
the action went green it would stay green for the final 15 
laps, as Blakley held the lead on the restart of lap 3, with 
Abe Huls and Todd Reitzler, who started 8th, following 
him.

While Blakley worked to hold those two off, David 
Brandies was working his way into the mix. On lap 7 
Brandies would slip past Blakley to grab the top spot, 
leaving Blakley to battle Reitzler for the runner up spot. 
While the battles went on behind Brandies, he would 
pull away to earn his second win of the season at the 
track. Reitzler won the battle for second, Blakley had a 
great run in third, Jeremy Pundt was fourth, with Dean 
Kratzer making his debut with a fifth-place finish after 
starting in ninth.

Nick Marolf and Levi Smith led the field to green 
in the 18-lap Budweiser IMCA Modified feature, with 
Marolf grabbing the lead on lap 1 over Smith and Bill 
Roberts Jr. Just after lap 1 was scored the first and only 
caution of the race appeared, as Craig Spegal lost a left 
front wheel in turn four to bring out the yellow. On the 
restart Marolf moved back out front, with Roberts Jr. and 
Dennis LaVeine, who started ninth, close behind. On 
this night Marolf was fast, as he cruised to his first win of 
the season at the Pepsi Lee County Speedway. Roberts Jr. 
was second, Jeff Waterman was third, John Oliver Jr. was 
fourth, with LaVeine finishing in fifth.

The final feature to take to the track on the night was 
the 15-lap Discount Tire & Service IMCA Sport Com-
pacts, with Ricky Miller Jr. and David Prim making up 
the front row. Prim would take advantage of his starting 

See RACING, page 10

http://www.grrwa.com
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Fort Madison Community 
School District
Ft. Madison, Iowa

HEAD CUSTODIAN
HIGH SCHOOL

Fort Madison
Community School 

District

For more information
or to apply:

http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV

FULL-TIME DENTAL
ASSISTANT

Mark C. Pothitakis Fami-
ly Dentistry currently has a 
position available for a Full-
Time Dental Assistant. Com-
plete an application or mail 
your resume to 1223 S. Gear 
Avenue, Eastman Plaza, 
Suite 302, West Burlington, 
IA 52655. EOE.

FULL-TIME

SHORT HAUL 
TRUCK DRIVER

HOME EVERY NIGHT

Class A CDL required • Ag 
background preferred. Local 
daily trips • Capable of lift-
ing 50 lbs. and climbing bulk 
bins. Certified Motor Vehicle 
Record Required. Pre-Em-
ployment Drug Screen. Entry 
Level Drivers Considered.

Benefits Include: Health & 
Disability Insurance, Retire-
ment Program, PTO Time, 
Annual Bonus, Paid Vacation

Apply In Person
2033 Locust Street
St. Paul, IA 52657

Contact Sherri
at (319) 469-3167

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

Receptionist Wanted
We are looking for a new team member to enhance 
the patient experience at our clinic.  Communication 
and computer skills are a must!

Job Duties include but not limited to the following:
• Greeting patients and handle patient flow
• Answer phone and schedule appointments
• Payment accountability
• Insurance – verification, coverage and 

explanation to patients
 

Please complete application or
email resume by July 1st to:

 Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
319/372-7898

wondrachiropractic@gmail.com
Applications available onsite

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Pen City Current will not publish
an e-Edition Wed., July 3rd

through Sat., July 6th
in observation of the Fourth of July

We wish you all a very happy holiday
and remind you to celebrate

safely and responsibly!

News will continue to be published to pencitycurrent.com
as it happens and the e–Edition will return Sun., July 7th

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Brian Wright, Digital Marketing Sales Consultant
brian@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.9151 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com

First. Fresh. Local.

mailto:ShannonM%40MerschmanSeeds.com?subject=Drivers%20Wanted%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://bit.ly/2EwzXvV
https://www.wondrachiro.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:brian%40pencitycurrent.com?subject=Pen%20City%20Current%20Advertising
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Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

Your dog deserves 
to be pampered

While your dog is enjoying their spa day in our grooming area, shop our 
healthy selection of dog foods & treats, collars & leashes, super fun toys, 

and other unique items and gifts you won’t find anywhere else! 

705 9th Street, Fort Madison • (319) 372-3294
www. dawgsndivas.comwww. dawgsndivas.com

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

LEND A HAND
623-640-4177

JASON RUNGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Ft. Madison • Keokuk • Hamilton

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Click this ad or call for a quote today!

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

SHUG (Brenda) DERR – OWNER
319-754-SHUG (7484) • email: service@shugstinytown.com

shugstinytown.com

3200 Agency St., Ste. 120 • Burlington, IA 52601
9 am – 7 pm Mon. – Sat.

Sundays open for private parties only
Interactive Play Center to Encourage Creativity and Imagination

Party & Event Center
Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

the classifieds

https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.dawgsndivas.com
http://www.seiowayoga.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.shugstinytown.com
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001


319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST
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Largest Miniature Dollhouse Shoppe in Iowa
Stuff-A-Pet Station

9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat.

- shop online at www.dollhousedreams.com

Take A Step Back in Time & Visit

820 Avenue G • Fort Madison, Iowa • 319-372-0599
email: brenda@dollhousedreams.com • 9 am – 5 pm Tues.-Sat. • dollhousedreams.com

Hand-Scooped Ice Cream • Old-Fashioned Fountain Drinks
Paninis • Kids Meals • Coffees • Floats and More!

Premier Partner with Melissa & Doug

319.372.0599 | 877.875.6500 | 319.470.4674
820 Avenue G, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

319-372-6959

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Southeast Iowa’s Most Exclusive Gift Shop

Chocolates & Candy • Gourmet Food • Wine
 Exquisite Floral Designs • Home & Seasonal Decor 

Fine Gifts • Decorative Accessories

“Where the Unique is the Ordinary”

739 Ave. G . Fort Madison, IA, 52627
319-372-2828 . underthesunfm@gmail.com

FREEGIFTWRAPPING

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

the classifieds

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Brian
(319)470.9151

https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.dollhousedreams.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
https://www.facebook.com/GriffinMufflerAndBrakeCenter/
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.facebook.com/underthesunfm/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Connable Road between Nauvoo and Hamilton, IL

Open 9:00 am to 5:30 pm - 7 Days a Week

217-453-2930 See us on
Facebook

Supertunias &SSSSSuuuuuuuuuuppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrttttttttttuuniiaaaaaaaaaassssssssss &&SSSuuuuuuuuuuuupppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrtttttttttuunniiiaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssss &&

25% 
OFF50% OFF
Baskets

FOR SALE: 3BR, 2 full BA,
fully remodeled w/ appliances.
Open concept. Hardwood
floors. Corner lot with large
covered patio & new storage
shed in private backyard. Fin-
ished basement. $139,500.
319-470-9350

FOR SALE/SEALED BIDS
LEE COUNTY

CREDIT UNION
123 BOULEVARD RD

KEOKUK • IA
319-524-4346

M-W-F 7am-5pm
•••••

2005 Chevy Trailblazer
200K+ miles

2004 Nissan Armada
 194K miles

2002 Chevy Silverado, 2wd,
does not run

2001 Infiniti G20,
does not run

•••••
Bidding closes 6/28/2019

3:00 PM

MUST SELL! 2003 Ford F250
4 door extended cab, Super
Duty with long bed, 5.4L, PW,
PD, 109,000 miles, spray in
bed liner, minimal rust. Asking
$7900 OBO. Text 319-795-
2400 or leave message.

FOR SALE: 2012 Ford F-450
Crew Cab, dually, Lariat 4WD.
Diesel. 1-owner. Exc. condi-
tion. 114,000mi. $36,900. Alu-
minum flat bed. 319-470-7155

FOR SALE: 350 Chevy 2 Bolt
Main Block $500. Casting
number 3970010. Bored .060
oversize. Torque plate honed.
Resurfaced. Cam bearings in-
stalled. Brass Frost plugs in-
stalled. 319-572-0785

FOR SALE: 350 Chevy 4 Bolt
Main Block $650. Casting
number 3970010. Bored .060
oversize. Torque plate honed.
Resurfaced. Cam bearings in-
stalled. Brass Frost plugs in-
stalled. 319-572-0785

FOR SALE: 2005 Harley Dav-
idson 883 Sportster. Like new,
very sharp, adult owned &
rode. Only 6623 miles. $4900.
319-316-2722

FOR SALE: Receiver moun-
ted motorcycle carrier. Only
used twice. $100 319-470-
1283

FOR SALE: ATV rack mount
Moose brand cargo container.
$20 OBO 319-470-1283

GUTTER CLEANING, steel
roofing, or shingles. Home re-
pairs, siding, & soffit. Call DD
Construction at 319-561-0252

FREE ESTIMATES: Gutter
cleaning. Spring clean up.
Yard work. Garage, Basement,
& Attic clean up. Trash haul-
ing. Tree Trimming. Call 319-
470-1686

LOOKING FOR: White fascia
& soffit pieces, 8 of ea. Also
need lattice panel. 319-931-
8807

BUSINESS CARDS-We can
print you 500 full color busi-
ness cards for only $75.00.
This price includes color, lay-
out, design and print. We will
include 2 WEEKS FREE of
Business Card size ads in the
Shopper too! Call the Shopper
Design Services at 319-524-
8300 for more info.

 6/29 MID-DAY
9 7 4

6/29 EVENING
1 0 7

 6/29 MID-DAY
1 3 1 3

6/29 EVENING
5 0 8 1

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

 6/29
13 17 24 59 62

Powerball: 8
Power Play: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

 11/18
4 25 26 41 47

Star Ball: 6
All Star Bonus: 2

Buy a set of 4
select Hankook Tires
Now through July 14th*

Archie’s
Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

*See store for details

Moines counties. During the Turnaround, the community will likely see increased 
activity at the plant and additional traffic in the area.

“We continue to thank the surrounding community for their understanding and 
support through this planned outage and look forward to our continued partnership 
with Wever and the surrounding communities,” said Robb Aultman, Plant Manager. 
“Iowa Fertilizer is deeply committed to communicating with all stakeholders and res-
idents throughout the community to ensure everyone is aware of activities that may 
impact or be noticed in the area.”

Planned outages will take place at Iowa Fertilizer Company every two to four years.

“Turnarounds” planned every 2 to 4 years
SHUTDOWN - Continued from Page 1

spot to grab the lead on lap 
1 over Dylan Schantz and 
Miller Jr. Schantz would 
slip past Prim to take over 
the top spot on lap 2, and 
then held it until lap 7.

When Trent Orwig, who 
started fifth, got past him 
for the lead. The action 
was slowed for the first 
time on lap 8, as Cody 
Bowman slowed to a stop 
in turn 1 to bring out the 
yellow. On the restart 
Orwig jumped back out 
front, with Jason Ash, who 
started eighth, and Schantz 
close behind.

Debris in turn 3 would 
slow the action for the 

final time of the event on 
lap 8. Orwig once again 
grabbed the lead on the 
restart, with Schantz and 
Barry Taft, who started 
7th, following. While 
Orwig paced the field out 
front Taft, Chuck Fullen-
kamp, who started 10th, 
Schantz, Ash, and Brandon 
Reu, who started 9th, bat-
tled for positions two thru 
sixth. As the battles went 
two and three wide behind 
him, Orwig was able to 
pull away to claim his 
second win in a row at the 
track. Fullenkamp won the 
battle for second, Taft was 
third, Schantz was fourth, 

with Ash completing the 
top five.

The Pepsi Lee Coun-
ty Speedway will be off 
on Friday, July 5th. But 
will return to action on 
Thursday, July 11th during 
the Lee County Fair, the 
longest running county 
fair in the state of Iowa.

In action on the night 
will be the Sprint Invad-
ers, as this will be their 
second scheduled event 
at the track this year. The 
first event was scheduled 
back in late May, but fell to 
mother nature. Also in ac-
tion will be the Budweiser 
IMCA Modifieds, Don-
nnellson Tire & Service 
IMCA Stock Cars, Roberts 

Tire Center IMCA Sport-
Mods, and Discount Tire 
& Service IMCA Sport 
Compacts. All classes will 
be racing for points, and 
will be draw / redraw.

On Thursday, July 11th 
Gates will open at 5:30 
PM, Hot laps at 7 PM, 
and Racing at 7:30 PM. 
Grandstand admission will 
be Adults $15, Ages (4-12) 
$5, and ages (3 & under) 
FREE. Pit passes will be 
$30.
OFFICIAL RESULTS – Pepsi Lee County 
Speedway, Donnellson, Friday, June 
28, 2019 – Pilot Grove Savings Bank 
and Donnellson Tire & Service Night:
I-Smile Silver IMCA Late Models A-Feature: 
1.  Brian Harris, Davenport, IA; 2.  Nick 
Marolf, Moscow, IA; 3.  Jay Johnson, 
West Burlington, IA; 4.  Matt Strassheim, 
Morning Sun, IA; 5.  Ron Boyse, Kalona, 
IA; 6.  Tommy Elston, Keokuk, IA; 7.  Dalton 
Simonsen, Fairfax, IA; 8.  Brandon Queen, 
Keokuk, IA; 9.  Ray Raker, Burlington, IA; 
10. Jared Miller, Iowa City, IA; 11. Laine 
Vanzandt, Camp Point, IL; 12. Stacy 
Griffis, Solon, IA; 13. Darin Weisinger 
Jr., Mendon, IL; 14. Sam Halstead, New 
London, IA; 15. Tegan Evans, Clinton, IA

Heat 1: 1.  Brian Harris; 2.  Tommy Elston; 
3.  Dalton Simonsen; 4.  Jay Johnson; 
5.  Stacy Griffis; 6.  Brandon Queen; 7.  
Jared Miller; 8.  Tegan EvansHeat 2: 1.  
Matt Strassheim; 2.  Ron Boyse; 3.  Nick 
Marolf; 4.  Sam Halstead; 5.  Ray Raker; 
6.  Laine Vanzandt; 7.  Darin Weisinger Jr.
Budweiser IMCA Modifieds A-Feature: 
1.  Nick Marolf, Moscow, IA; 2.  Bill 
Roberts Jr., Burlington, IA; 3.  Jeff 
Waterman, Quincy, IL; 4.  John Oliver Jr., 
Danville, IA; 5.  Dennis LaVeine, West 
Burlington, IA; 6.  Levi Smith, Donnell-
son, IA; 7.  Dustin Smith, Taylor Ridge, 
IL; 8.  Craig Spegal, New London, MO; 
9.  Chad Giberson, Richland, IA (DNS)
Heat: 1.  Nick Marolf; 2.  John Oliver Jr.; 3.  
Bill Roberts Jr.; 4.  Levi Smith; 5.  Jeff Wa-
terman; 6.  Craig Spegal; 7.  Dustin Smith; 
8.  Chad Giberson; 9.  Dennis LaVeine
Donnellson Tire & Service IMCA Stock 
Cars A-Feature: 1.  David Brandies, 
Wilton, IA; 2.  Todd Reitzler, Grinnell, IA; 
3.  Les Blakley, Fairfield, IA; 4.  Jeremy 
Pundt, Donnellson, IA; 5.  Dean Kratzer, 
Ft. Madison, IA; 6.  Abe Huls, Carthage, 
IL; 7.  Craig Bangert, Golden, IL; 8.  Cody 
McClure, Bloomfield, IA; 9.  Brandon 
Savage, Canton, MO; 10. Peter Stodgel, 
Fowler, IL; 11. Chad Krogmeier, Burlington, 
IA; 12. Kevin Koontz, Memphis, MO
Heat 1: 1.  Abe Huls; 2.  Les Blakley; 
3.  Dean Kratzer; 4.  Jeremy Pundt; 5.  
Cody McClure; 6.  Kevin Koontz;Heat 2: 
1.  Chad Krogmeier; 2.  Todd Reitzler; 
3.  David Brandies; 4.  Craig Bangert; 
5.  Peter Stodgel; 6.  Brandon Savage
Roberts Tire Center IMCA SportMods 

A-Feature: 1.  Daniel Fellows, Keokuk, IA; 
2.  Austen Becerra, Bowen, IL; 3.  Adam 
Birck, Canton, MO; 4.  Ron Kibbe, Danville, 
IA; 5.  Brandon Dale, Arbela, MO; 6.  Jim 
Walker, Mystic, IA; 7.  Josh Holtman, 
Quincy, IL; 8.  Brandon Symmonds, 
Keokuk, IA; 9.  Jim Powell, Hannibal, MO; 
10. Brandon Lambert, Carthage, IL; 11. 
Michael Benjamin, Montrose, IA; 12. Brian 
Bergheger, Keokuk, IA; 13. Steven Berry, 
Ottumwa, IA; 14. Derek Goble, Burlington, 
IA; 15. Kyle Hamelton, Keokuk, IA
Heat 1: 1.  Jim Walker; 2.  Adam Birck; 3.  
Brandon Dale; 4.  Derek Goble; 5.  Steven 
Berry; 6.  Brandon Symmonds; 7.  Jim Pow-
ell; 8.  Brian Bergheger;Heat 2: 1.  Daniel 
Fellows; 2.  Ron Kibbe; 3.  Brandon Lam-
bert; 4.  Josh Holtman; 5.  Austen Becerra; 
6.  Michael Benjamin; 7.  Kyle Hamelton
Discount Tire & Service IMCA Sport Com-
pacts A-Feature: 1.  Trent Orwig, Ottumwa, 
IA; 2.  Chuck Fullenkamp, West Point, IA; 
3.  Barry Taft, Argyle, IA; 4.  Dylan Schantz, 
Luray, MO; 5.  Jason Ash, Burlington, IA; 6.  
Brandon Reu, Donnellson, IA; 7.  Kimberly 
Abbott, Camp Point, IL; 8.  David Prim, El-
vaston, IL; 9.  Jerrod Nichols, Stronghurst, 
IL; 10. Aaron Berry, Salem, IA; 11. Wesley 
Talley, Monmouth, IL; 12. Adam Christy, 
Ft. Madison, IA; 13. Cody Bowman, Mt. 
Pleasant, IA; 14. Ricky Miller Jr., Gorin, MO
Heat 1: 1.  Chuck Fullenkamp; 2.  
Jason Ash; 3.  Kimberly Abbott; 4.  Ricky 
Miller Jr.; 5.  Cody Bowman; 6.  Jerrod 
Nichols; 7.  Wesley Talley.Heat 2: 1.  
Barry Taft; 2.  Dylan Schantz; 3.  David 
Prim; 4.  Brandon Reu; 5.  Trent Orwig; 
6.  Aaron Berry; 7.  Adam Christy

Speedway action returns Thursday for Lee County Fair
RACING - Continued from Page 6

https://www.facebook.com/bigbang.firworks.5/timeline?lst=1364108065%3A100026959873278%3A1561383209
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
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From the Front/Lee County News

WE’RE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AGRIGULTURE.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
Click this ad for details.

319-469-3951

We are the Leader
in Ag Loans

in Southeast Iowa.
COMMITTED TO

HELPING YOU GROW.

quits for a while and I caught up on some work while 
she rested. Off to Dave and Busters so she could school 
me at air hockey – which she did, and we got enough 
tickets from $40 for some Sour Patch candy that I could 
have gotten for $3. But it’s all about the memories, 
right?

Well, our favorite memories were a trip to Churchill 
Downs where we played the ponies for the first time 
ever. I got her the $40 Millionaire Row tickets that 
come with lunch so we could be in a cooler climate 
and get a bite. We missed the first race, but we dropped 
$20 on the second race and won nothing.

But then this 19-year-old who may go into Family 
Law started reading a little. On the next race (20 min-
utes later) she picked a 6-1 horse named Exemplar. The 
horse slipped to 14-1 before post. Apparently it ate a 
little too much alfalfa this week and was acting up and 
the betting level was low. Dad put $5 on this horse to 
win and two others to place and show. This Exemplar 

shook off the weight and won by a head over my horse 
I picked to place and we won $98.

We won a couple more times and stayed for lunch 
and about seven races. We ended up wagering $122 
and winning $210. Not bad! Paid for the tickets and 
the tip, but what a great time we had.

This girl had never gambled in her life and was 
pounding her table with the best of them as I watched 
her and laughed. What a beautiful little girl of 19 all 
revved up. She felt underdressed in a tank top and jean 
shorts. I, in my Reds jersey and hat, felt right at home. 
She looked gorgeous to me, I was steeped in watching 
her digest these racing books like college homework.

This girl hampered by Type 1 Diabetes, and then 
pulmonary hypertension that was diagnosed later than 
it should have been had dad, teachers, and doctors 
been watching a bit more carefully than we did. We 
take nothing for granted, not even an unanswered 
phone call.

We had a great ride home after that vixen of a 
GPS lady on my phone sent us on an unplanned trip 

through southern metro Indianapolis after she missed 
a closed exit.

We got back on the road and the Reds game had 
gotten out of hand when Javier Baez hit a grand slam. 
I cussed out the damned radio and said she could have 
control. About an hour later she started headbanging 
to a Michelle Branch song…(not sure that’s even do-
able), but I thought her head was going to snap clean 
off and bounce down the dashboard like a coconut and 
she’d be looking at me with drawn “X”s over her closed 
eyes.

I explained that very fear as she reeled from the 
ensuring dizziness and she laughed so hard she nearly 
hyperventilated. I can be a little dramatic. I think that’s 
where she gets it.

From the trades boys finishing in the top half of the 
best teams in the nation, to winning some cash on the 
ponies, to envisioning my daughter’s head falling clean 
off…it was a great working vacation.

Now it’s back to work before we take a small break 
for the holiday…but that’s Beside the Point.

Churchill Downs is a must stop through Kentucky
TRIP- Continued from Page 5

Submitted article

KEOKUK – When RAGBRAI, the world famous 
bicycle ride ends in Keokuk on July 27, riders will expe-
rience the Biggest Dam Dip on the Mississip at Victory 
Park, according to the Keokuk RAGBRAI organizing 
committees. With recent floodwaters overwhelming the 
riverfront, the final decision about the location of the 
dip site was delayed as long as possible. After consulting 
with local officials and contractors, the group agreed the 
park could be readied in time for the event.  

The route to the dip site will bring riders underneath 
the bridge and across a temporary rail crossing BNSF 

will construct over the next few weeks. Local resi-
dents may remember the crossing there received some 
damage from a train derailment this past spring. Riders 
will continue on to the riverfront passed the George M. 
Verity Riverboat Museum, where local band, Glitter Sal-
ad, will stage their upbeat performance from 10:00 am 
-2:00 pm and Radio Keokuk will conduct its live remote 
broadcast throughout the day.  

The actual dip site, where the ride culminates with 
riders dipping their front bicycle tire into the Missis-
sippi River, will be located just south of Howard’s Boat 
Dock where the Hospitality committee will welcome 
riders with their own version of the Keokuk dam’s 

famous spillways.  The Mierotto Shelter house will be 
the site of Main Street Keokuk, Inc.’s beverage garden 
with vendors setting up in the parking lot between the 
shelter house and the riverfront. 

There will be a need for volunteers at the dip site as 
well as other locations throughout the community.  
Anyone interested in getting involved as a volunteer can 
fill out the online volunteer form at keokukragbrai.com. 

RAGBRAI sets Biggest Dam Dip on the Mississip for Victory Park

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/agricultural
http://keokukragbrai.com
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