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BY COLIN MAGNUSON
News Director Radio Keokuk

KEOKUK – A neighbor in need 
is a friend indeed. That statement 
couldn’t ring more true for a pair 
of bordering schools on the north 
side of Keokuk.

Keokuk Catholic Schools and 
the Keokuk Campus of Southeast-
ern Community College sit back-
to-back to one another with an 
open lot sitting between them that 
had been vacant and completely 
unused.

A partnership between the two 

schools that sprung over the past 
several months has allowed both 
to benefit while also lessening the 
carbon footprint left by either.

A drive down Messenger Road 
in Keokuk this spring points to 
a couple of anomalies from the 
usual drive-by appearance of the 
Keokuk satellite of the Burling-
ton-based community college. 
Dirt has been moved, holes have 
been dug, and rows of solar panels 
are beginning to appear in the 

lot just northeast of St. Vincent 
School and directly west of SCC.

The project is the brainchild 
of Mike Mohrfeld of Mohrfeld 
Electric, a Fort Madison-based 
electrical and solar contractor 
who has watched attentively as the 
demand for renewable, green en-
ergy sources has risen throughout 
America over the past decade.

Mohrfeld approached the SCC 

Gabbard makes stop at Sub Arena
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
Another of the current 
16 Democratic candi-
dates for the 2020 Pres-
idential election made 
a stop at Fort Madison’s 
popular sandwich shop 
Sub Arena.

U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard (D-Hawaii) made 
an hour long stop at the 
eatery Wednesday after-
noon on a swing through 
southeast Iowa, including 
stops at Fairfield and 
Burlington.

Presidential hopeful 
Beto O’Rourke made 
a stop at the shop after 
meeting with high school 
students to announce his 
candidacy for the office 
in February.

In the current field of 
16 Democratic candi-
dates, Gabbard is cur-
rently running 10th in 
cash on hand with $2.8 
million, but she’s faring 
slightly better in a grass 

roots fundraising with 
58% of her cash coming 
in the form of donations 
of $200 or less, according 
to a report in the Wall 
Street Journal.

Gabbard, who is a 
Major in the Hawaiian 
Army National Guard, 
was first elected to 

Congress in 2012 and 
touts her foreign policy 
experience. She rails 
against President Donald 
Trump’s campaign for 
regime changes in places 
like Venezuela, saying the 
country has much better 
use of our resources.

“I’m the only candidate 

that’s bringing foreign 
policy to the forefront 
of this conversation and 
as long we continue to 
spend trillions on regime 
change wars in this 
nuclear arms race era, we 
will not have the re-
sources we need to keep 
American people safe, 

and to invest in serving 
the needs of our people 
in communities like Fort 
Madison,” she said after 
addressing about 30 peo-
ple at the sandwich shop.

She said countries like 
Saudi Arabia are spend-

2020 Presidential candidate Tulsi Gabbard shakes hands with Don King of Keokuk before 
speaking to a crowd at Sub Arena in Fort Madison on Wednesday.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

National Guard Major touts foreign policy clout in southeast Iowa swing

See CANDIDATE, page 8

SCC expands Keokuk campus’ solar footprint
New solar panel field will help power 
campus, nearby elementary school

City may 
give up 
Rashid 
building

BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – 
City officials are consid-
ering donating the former 
Idol Rashid Library build-
ing to the Fort Madison 
Food Pantry.

The building is current-
ly the home of the pantry, 
as well as the Fort Mad-
ison office of the United 
Way of the Great River 
Region, but it is city prop-
erty donated to the city by 
the Rashid family.

City Manager David 
Varley indicated that he 
has had conversations 
with the regional Head 
Start program about 
possibly purchasing the 
building. According to 
Varley, DuPont had actu-
ally offered to add on to 
the building for the Head 
Start program, plus build 
a playground on adjacent 
land.

Varley told the council 
Tuesday the Head Start 
program has different per-
sonnel in place now and is 
no longer interested in the 
building. However, in the 
past 48 hours Varley said 
a private business entity 
out of Keokuk saw the city 
was looking at selling the 
property and had interest.

“The discussion tonight 
is what to do with it and 
the reason for asking is 

See RASHID, page 6See MOHRFELD, page 2
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does.

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Dedicated  to learning  
about all dementia types

Held at noon the 4th Tuesday of each month 
in our private dining room.

Call 319•372•4233 to RSVP 
or for more information. 

Click this ad to visit our website. 

CAREGIVERS
CONNECTION

Board of Directors and President Dr. Michael Ash with 
the idea of using solar panels to alleviate some of the 
Keokuk Campus’ electrical costs.

“Year one at SCC there’s about a 13% reduced cost in 
energy. Right now the rate for a kilowatt/hour runs at 
about 14.5 to 15 cents. The rate the college will pay once 
the system is up and running should be about 12 cents 
per kilowatt/hour.”

Ash said the benefits will be significant over time.
“We’re looking at, probably, in the first 15 years, a sav-

ings in our electrical costs of about $225,000. And then 
over the frame of these solar panels, about 30 years for 
us, about $1.6 million of savings,” he said.

Mohrfeld said start-up costs vary depending on the 
number of panels installed, but it typically takes less 
than a decade for the system to pay for itself in savings. 
The SCC project is of a larger scale, tallying 1,180 total 
panes which produce about 350 watts of electricity each.

“The ROI is going to be four and half to six and a half 
years give or take. This particular system is 450,000 watts 
combined and the return on investment fluctuates ac-
cordingly. The college is buying the panels over 15 years 
and that includes current lighting upgrade projects,” 
Mohrfeld said.

“This product has a 25-year warranty on the panels. 
We hang our hat on the fact that these panels are no 
maintenance. We don’t have to go out and remove snow 
from these.”

The panels produce less energy in the winter months 
when the sun is less prevalent and when the output is 

projected for cost savings, those slower months are taken 
into consideration.

“The reduction in output over the winter months is 
factored in to projections. Each building remains con-
nected to the local utility, but the solar panels reduce the 
amount of grid power required,” Mohrfeld said.

The team was asked if power is stored when output 
from the solar panels exceeds the needs of the campus, 
which does occur occasionally.

“The way net metering works is we don’t store the 
energy. Any excess in power daily goes back out into the 
utility grid and effectively feeds the neighborhood in a 
roundabout way.”

The planned timeline has the panels being installed 

late this spring with a fence being installed around the 
property. Once the perimeter fence is installed, a state 
inspector will sign off if all specs are approved.

Ash said the project wasn’t really in the initial plans for 
the building.

“I think when the building was built, solar was prob-
ably an afterthought. We started to talk to Mike and 
his group and had an engineering report done at which 
point we realized that we could proceed with this,” he 
said.

“Ideally, now we can add courses on renewable energy 
systems and this technology could be incorporated into 
our curriculums.”

The one concern that is being felt in Iowa is the fact 
that during this past legislative session, lawmakers began 
to look at a bill that would implement a tax on Solar 
Power in the state. Mohrfeld, who has seen a growing 
portion of his business become solar energy systems said 
the bill isn’t expected to be taken up due to the fact that 
it is convoluted and there is a lack in understanding of 
solar panels at the state level.

“We’re certainly under the impression that systems 
that are currently approved or installed are going to be 
grandfathered in…. that’s what we’re being told by the 
people that are involved in the bill.”

Under the agreement between Keokuk Catholic 
Schools and SCC, KCS will retain ownership of the plot 
the solar panels are on. The private catholic school will 
receive power from two of the 12 rows of panels while 
SCC will be provided with the electricity from the other 
ten.

As for all the dirt and heavy equipment that has pass-
ersby wondering what’s going on. Mohrfeld said by June 
the ground around the panels should be restored to its 
previous condition.

“We told Keokuk Catholic Schools that we’d leave this 
ground exactly the way we found it and we intend to do 
so.”

Project could save college $1.6M over 30 years
MOHRFELD - Continued from Page 1

Michael Mohrfeld talks solar energy with SCC 
President Dr. Michael Ash, center, and SCC 
board member Janet Fife-LaFrenz, Wednes-
day at SCC’s Keokuk campus.

Photo by Jeff Ebbing/SCC

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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Obituaries/Lee County News

Hello, Spring!
HARVESTVILLE FARM MERCANTILE

Open Tu-F 10am-5pm & Saturdays 10am-2pm | 618 7th Street | Fort Madison, Iowa | 319-470-7375 Visit us online www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile@harvestvillefarmmercantile

Spring silks, home decor, house plants, soaps, lotions, gift items,
Jams/Salsas/Relishes, Fancy Favor Cookies, and Swed Coffee

You won’t hear a PEEP out of us this Easter

Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition on
Easter Sunday, April 21 & Monday, April 22

in order to enjoy the holiday with our families.

Breaking news will be published as it happens on pencitycurrent.com.

HAPPY EASTER!

Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

OBITUARIES

MAX CLAIR WESTERCAMP
Max Clair Westercamp, 74, of Bonaparte, Iowa, passed away at 2:01 p.m. Mon-

day, April 15, 2019, at the Great River Medical Center in West Burlington, Iowa.
He was born on February 23, 1945, in Van Buren County, Iowa, 

the son of John and Elsie (Triplett) Westercamp. After his military 
service, he married Gail Salyers on December 28, 1968, in Kahoka, 
Missouri.

Survivors include his wife: Gail of Bonaparte; four children: Tony 
(Rebecca) Westercamp of Mt. Sterling, Christine (Eric) Carlson 
of Fairfield, Keith (Sara) Westercamp of Bonaparte and Aman-
da (Neil) Bates of North Liberty; eleven grandchildren: Cody 

(Tawsha), Tyler (Samantha), Nicholas (Amanda), Danielle (Ian), Tayler, Kaylee, 
Emma, Paige, Kera, Jonah and Maxwell; seven great grandchildren: Elizabeth, 
Jamie, Keiten, Peyton, Addison, Aiden and Bentley; two 
sisters: Velma Caston and Audrey Caston; five brothers: John 
Charles, Rex, LaVerne, Marvin and David Westercamp. Also 
surviving are many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; one brother: Hu-
bert and two sisters: Vivian Kreiss and Joyce Keller.

Max grew up on his parents’ farm near Bonaparte. He was a 1963 graduate of 
Harmony High School. He served in the United States Army during the Viet-
nam War (being a veteran was of utmost importance to him). After the service, 
Max married his wife Gail, and purchased his first farm near Revere, Missouri. 
They later purchased a farm near Bonaparte, Iowa. Max’s passion was farming. 
He raised and sold hogs and cattle and also farmed his land. He was a member 
of the Bonaparte American Legion. Max enjoyed all aspects of animal hus-
bandry, the outdoors, hunting with his family and purple martins. He placed 
his highest priority on his family. His greatest joy was spending time with his 
grandchildren.

His body has been entrusted to Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation.
Family will receive friends from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Thursday, April 18, 

2019, at Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson, Iowa.
A Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, April 18, 2019, at 

Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson with Pastor Mark Caston officiating.
Burial will be at Greenglade Cemetery in Farmington, Iowa with full military 

rites presented by the Bonaparte American Legion.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in his memory to the 

American Cancer Society.
Schmitz Funeral Homes is assisting the family with arrangements. On-line 

condolences to the family may be made at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

WESTERCAMP

Ramped up patrols for 4/20 “holiday”
LEE COUNTY – The 

Fort Madison Police 
Department and Lee 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
are informing motorists 
that Iowa law enforcement 
officials have announced 
they will conduct a Drug 
Impaired Driving special-
ized enforcement cam-
paign throughout the state 
April 19-20.

“Drive High, Get an 
OWI” is an intensified ef-
fort to fight drug-impaired 
driving in correlation with 
the 4/20 ‘ holiday.’

Similar efforts are oc-
curring across the region 

in Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and Oklaho-
ma. Up and down the 
highways of these states, 
officers will be arresting 
anyone caught driving 
impaired.

During the Drive High, 
Get an OWI effort in 
Iowa, officers will intensify 
enforcement of the state’s 
drug  impaired-driving 
laws. Like drunk driving 
, drug-impaired driving 
is illegal in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico, and Wash-
ington DC. Law enforce-
ment will stop and arrest 
anyone caught driving 

drug-impaired.
It is never safe to drive 

impaired. This not only 
means refraining from 
drunk driving, but also 
from drug  impaired driv-
ing. Many people wrong-
ly believe that driving 
while high won’t affect 
them. It has been proven 
that THC- the chemical 
responsible for most of 
marijuana’s psychological 
effects – slows reaction 
times, impairs cognitive 
performance and makes it 
more difficult for drivers 
to keep a steady position 
in their lane.

http://www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.fmchosp.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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For the Record/Lottery Numbers

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Dreaming of a new home?

Click this ad for details.

319-469-3951

Low closing costs,
low down payment, and 
fast approval process 

sets us apart
from other banks.

Call Us Today!

4/16 MID-DAY
1 0 2

4/16 EVENING
2 0 0

 4/16 MID-DAY
1 7 8 2

4/16 EVENING
9 3 8 3

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

4/16
11 29 34 48 54
Mega Ball: 10
Megaplier: 2

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

04/15/19 – 10:49 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Randy Allan Ak-
ers, 47, of Fort Madison, 
in the 700 block of Avenue 
F, on a charge of violation 
of a no-contact order and 
criminal mischief 4th-de-
gree. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
04/16/19 – 12:24 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Dylan Patrick 
Hanson, 20, of Burling-
ton in the 2000 block of 
Avenue D, on a charge 
of OWI-1st offense. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
04/16/19 – no time listed 
– Fort Madison Police 
arrested Keaton Lemont 
Robinson, 27 address un-
known, in the 2200 block 
of Avenue L, on a charge 
of disorderly conduct. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
04/16/19 – 2:03 a.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a personal injury acci-
dent in the 2500 block 
of Henry Ladyn Drive.
04/16/19 – 4:38 p.m. 
– Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a property damage 
accident in the 700 
block of Avenue G.

Lee County 

Sheriff’s Report
04/15/19 – 1:04 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Charles 
Joseph Lozano, 40, of 
Fort Madison, no location 
provided, on a charge of 
failure to appear. He was 
taken to the Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.
04/15/19 – 11:53 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies cited Takoda 
Levi Henderson, 20, 
of Fort Madison, at the 
intersection of 303rd 
Avenue and Academy 
Avenue in Denmark, for 
a charge of possession 
of drug paraphernalia.
04/16/19 – 5:33 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies responded to a 
report of a one-vehicle ac-
cident on Hwy. 61, where 
a vehicle driven by Johna-
than Edward Sherrill, 35, 
of Keokuk struck a deer. 
Sherrill was transported to 
Fort Madison Community 
Hospital for treatment.
04/16/19 – 11:34 a.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Mathew 
Christopher Noll, 49, 
of Fort Madison, in the 
700 block of Avenue 
E in Fort Madison on 
a charge of being a 
fugitive from justice.
04/16/19 – 12:55 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested James 
Thomas Dean Allen-Cook, 

20, of Keokuk, at the 
Lee County Jail on a 
charge of violating a 
no contact order. He 
was held in custody.
04/16/19 – 6:39 p.m. 
– Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Robert 
John-Gurzenda Blindt, 
37, of Fort Madison on 
Hwy. 34, on a warrant 
for contempt of court. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
04/17/19 – 3:05 a.m. – 
Lee County Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrested Colton Allen 
Hurt, 26, of West Point, at 
the intersection of 168th 
Street and Avenue C in 
West Point, on a charge 
of driving while intoxicat-
ed. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue report

04/14/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded 
to one medical call.
04/15/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters respond-
ed to one medical call, 
one false alarm and 
one burn complaint.
04/16/19 – Fort Madison 
Firefighters responded to 
three medical calls and 
one burn complaint.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/iras
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Sports/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
THU 18 Apr

Light Rain
High– 56.6º F | Low – 46.7º F

FRI 19 Apr

Scattered Clouds
High– 56.0º F | Low – 44.7º F

SAT 20 Apr

Clear
High– 63.0º F | Low – 53.5º F

SUN 21 Apr

Moderate Rain
High– 71.2º F | Low – 59.0º F

MON 22 Apr

Moderate Rain
High– 56.8º F | Low – 51.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON -Ja-
kob McGowan took first 
place in the 152 lb. brack-
et at Saturday’s annual 
Mick Pickford Freestyle 
Tournament held at Fort 
Madison High School.

McGowan’s top finish 
came with three wins 
including a second round 
bye in the high school 
division.

Other firsts among 
local wrestlers included 
Logan Pennock, Teague 
Smith, Tanner Settles and 
Danen Settles.

Gavin Wiseman took 
3rd in the 138 division 
and had wrestled in the 
most matches of the day 
with four. Wiseman won 
his first two matches over 
opponents from Rails 
Wrestling Club and then 
lost the next two to DC 
Elite wrestlers.

Complete results of 
the tournament are listed 
below.

Middle School (6-8) MS 
85

Logan Pennock’s place is 
1st and has scored 0 team 
points.

Middle School (6-8) MS 
135

Aidan Pennock’s place is 
2nd and has scored 0 team 
points.

Match #1 Teague Smith 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Aidan Pennock (Pick-
ford Wrestling Club) TF 
10-0

Match #2 Teague Smith 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Aidan Pennock (Pick-
ford Wrestling Club) Dec 
16-13

Middle School (6-8) MS 
135

Teague Smith’s place is 
1st and has scored 0 team 
points.

 Match #1 Teague Smith 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Aidan Pennock (Pick-
ford Wrestling Club) TF 
10-0

Match #2 Teague Smith 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Aidan Pennock (Pick-
ford Wrestling Club) Dec 
16-13

Middle School (6-8) MS 
152

Tanner Settles’s place is 
1st and has scored 0 team 
points.

High School (9-12) HS 
120

Owen Kruse’s place is 
2nd and has scored 0 team 
points.

Match #1 Marcel Lopez 
(Unattached) over Owen 
Kruse (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) TF 10-0

Match #2 Marcel Lopez 
(Unattached) over Owen 
Kruse (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) TF 12-2

High School (9-12) HS 
138

Duncan Delzell’s place is 
4th and has scored 0 team 
points.

Match #1 C.j. Walrath 
(DC Elite) over Duncan 
Delzell (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) Dec 13-8

 Match #2 Duncan 
Delzell (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) over Mason Crabtree 
(Muscatine) TF 10-0

Match #3 Grifen Molle 
(DC Elite) over Duncan 
Delzell (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) TF 10-0

High School (9-12) HS 
138

Gavin Wiseman’s place is 
3rd and has scored 0 team 

points.
Match #1 Gavin Wiseman 

(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
received a bye.

Match #2 Gavin Wise-
man (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) over Nate Bell (Rails 
Wrestling Club) Fall 1:21

Match #3 Gavin Wiseman 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Miles Rich (Rails 
Wrestling Club) Fall 2:42

Match #4 C.j. Walrath 
(DC Elite) over Gavin 
Wiseman (Pickford Wres-
tling Club) TF 10-0

Match #5 Grifen Molle 
(DC Elite) over Gavin Wise-
man (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) TF 10-0

Match #6 Gavin Wiseman 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
received a bye.

High School (9-12) HS 
145

Mason Schau’s place is 
4th and has scored 0 team 
points.

Match #1 Trestin Sales 
(Sebolt Wrestling Academy) 
over Mason Schau (Pickford 
Wrestling Club) Fall 2:44

Match #2 Mason Schau 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
received a bye.

Match #3 Jarod Kadel 

(Iowa) over Mason Schau 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
TF 10-0

High School (9-12) HS 
145

Nathan Steffensmeier’s 
place is unknown and has 
scored 0 team points.

Match #1 Riley Wright 
(Denver) over Nathan Stef-
fensmeier (Pickford Wres-
tling Club) TF 12-0

Match #2 Trestin Sales 

(Sebolt Wrestling Academy) 
over Nathan Steffensmeier 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
Fall 2:33

High School (9-12) HS 
152

Jakob McGowan’s place 
is 1st and has scored 0 team 
points.

Match #1 Jakob McGowan 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Leo Blawou (Rails 
Wrestling Club) Dec 13-10

 Match #2 Jakob Mc-
Gowan (Pickford Wrestling 
Club) received a bye.

Match #3 Jakob McGowan 
(Pickford Wrestling Club) 
over Nickel Iseman (Stars 
And Stripes Wrestling) TF 
21-10

High School (9-12) HS 
285

Danen Settles’s place is 
1st and has scored 0 team 
points

Local Pickford Club wrestlers medal at tourney

Fort Madison’s Jakob McGowan gets control in his first-place match 
with Niles Iseman at Saturday’s Mick Pickford Invitational tournament. 
McGowan won the match and the title at 152 lbs.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.sheaffergolf.com
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the classifieds
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Variable Image

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Disclosure

It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI176 (6-17)

Prepare now, so that when the time comes, you can 
enjoy retirement on your own terms.

Schedule a SuperCheck® so 
we can discuss your world 
and your future today. 

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch
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It’s possible to achieve the 
retirement of your dreams.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
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319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

Saturday, April 20th • 8pm
1135 Ave. E

Wednesday-Saturday
5:00pm

RippoliksT
he

Up to $50 savings! *Exclusions apply. Cannot combine with any other offers. 
See Griffins for details. Offer valid through April 30th, 2019! 

OFF10% GO GREEN
MAINTENANCE

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

the city is kind of land and building rich, but cash poor 
and we’re trying to divest ourselves of some buildings 
we don’t use to avoid future costs,” he said.

He said since the city is not using the building it 
doesn’t make any sense to keep maintaining a building 
it doesn’t get any use out of.

The building was on the market a number of years 
ago and the city got one bid that wasn’t high enough 
and the city didn’t accept it.

He said they would have to have permission from the 
Rashid family to sell the property, as well as agree that 
anyone owning the property would have to keep the 
memorial sign in the building that indicates it’s the Idol 
Rashid Memorial Building.

Councilman Matt Mohrfeld said his vision would be 
to turn the facility over to the pantry.

“The fact is that it was given as a community building 
and it’s my vision that it stay that way,” Mohrfeld said.

“I say we take that property, deed it over to the food 
pantry under a couple of stipulations.”

He said the city should use its strength to help the 
pantry raise about $125,000 to improve the building. 
He said investing the value of the building into the 

Food pantry might help them get addi-
tional grants.

Mohrfeld said this would keep the 
building as a civil building and, as far as 
a private business, there are other good 
places in Fort Madison for a business 
who wants to locate in Fort Madison to 
go.

 “I think this is a unique opportunity to do some-
thing good that makes the town look a little better,” he 
said.

“I was told once that the judge of a community is 
how well they take care of the weakest of their people, 
and the food pantry is the epitome of that. So my sug-
gestion….give it to em.”

Councilman Chad Cangas said he’d like to know 
more about any businesses that might be interested in 
buying the building before making any decisions.

Lin Cramer, the chairman of the Food Pantry board 
said the pantry would still offer the United Way an 
agreement where they might contribute to utilities or 
that kind of arrangement.

Mayor Brad Randolph said he was concerned that the 
building and the operations inside stay sustainable and 
said it made sense to look at donating the building.

Councilman Mark Lair said the city should be careful 
in what they are offering to some and not to others.

“I assume the head start people are not interested 
at all? Are they going to come back and say you didn’t 
offer us this deal you are offering them,” Lair said.

Varley said the new personnel at Head Start said the 
building wasn’t large enough so he didn’t envision them 
coming back to the table.

Mohrfeld wants city to deed building to food pantry
RASHID - Continued from Page 1

“I was told once that the judge of 
a community is how well they take 
care of the weakest of their people, 
and the food pantry is the epitome 

of that. So my suggestion....give it to 
‘em.”

 -Matt Mohrfeld,
City Councilman

MOHRFELD

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Historical
Interpreters/ 

Guides 
Old Fort Madison

Old Fort Madison is seeking 
Seasonal Historical Interpret-
ers/Guides for Old Fort Mad-
ison. For more information 
go to fortmadison-ia.com or 
apply at Iowa Workforce De-
velopment.

LICENSED
COSMETOLOGIST
New Dimensions has an ex-
citing career opportunity for 
a Licensed Cosmetologist to 
join their busy salon full-time 
or part-time. $11 per hour 
PLUS $500 sign-on bonus 
after 1 year.

Call 319-372-6291
to set up an interview

or stop in 1736 Avenue G
Fort Madison

Office Space 
for Rent

Office / retail space avail-
able for rent at 1225 Avenue 
H Fort Madison. 875 square 
feet of open space. Ample 
parking, visible advertising 
sign, great location. Please 
inquire at 319-470-1384.

NEW 
LOWER 
PRICE

IT MAY BE COLD OUT-
SIDE.....but it’s nice and 
warm with this GEOTHER-
MAL FURNACE 3 bedroom 
home with garage and out 
building near the west edge 
of Ft Madison. Approximate-
ly 1,275 square feet upstairs 
and 1,140 square feet down 
stairs. This home has a 
large living area downstairs 
that sports a second kitch-
en. Also a second bathroom 
and a ground floor laundry. 
This home is newly remod-
eled with NEW Frig, New 
Stove,and New microwave, 
New Dishwasher New count-
er top and New light fixtures 
and ceiling fans thru out . 
Also has new carpet and new 
paint thru-out, Brand new roof 
and new garage door open-
er. With its GEOTHERMAL 
heating and air conditioning it 
will have a very conservative 
utility bill. Also has city water 
along with a sand point well 
and a septic leech field that 
was recently inspected. The 
address is 2311 263 ave Ft 
Madison. Priced at $143,000 
For a private showing call 
Todd at 319-470-8711.

Chateau Apartments Extra 
Clean & Quiet

Apartments for Rent 
Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership included. 
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in microwave. 
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300. 
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large 

backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required. 
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650 
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in 
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty 
Co.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH

INSPECTOR
Lee County Health Depart-
ment seeks a full-time Envi-
ronmental Health Inspector 
to perform field work with 
professional responsibilities 
relating to enforcement of 
laws, regulations and stan-
dards including, food estab-
lishment inspections, food 
safety, hotel/motel licensure 
and inspections, private wa-
ter wells, water quality, pri-
vate sewage disposal sys-
tems, public swimming pools 
& SPA, tattoo, tanning in-
spections, lead inspections, 
public health nuisance and 
general sanitation.

Qualifications include: Bach-
elor’s degree in the natural or 
physical sciences or related 
field; OR an equivalent com-
bination of experience and 
education which provides the 
required knowledge, skills 
and abilities. One (1) year of 
experience in public health or 
related field preferred.

Please send or email cov-
er letter and resume to Mi-
chele Ross, Administrator at 
mross@leecountyhd.org or 
to PO Box 1426, Fort Mad-
ison, IA 52627 by April 29, 
2019.  LCHD is an EOE

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

COORDINATOR 
NEEDED

RSVP/United Way of the 
Great River Region is seek-
ing a Community Garden Co-
ordinator

Do you like to garden
and work outdoors?

Do you like to plan, plant
and harvest food?

We are seeking an individu-
al this Spring who will plan, 
plant, cultivate, harvest and 
lead other volunteers in our 
Community Garden (garden 
is located at 2606 Avenue L, 
Fort Madison, Iowa behind 
Hy-Vee).

Must enjoy working outside, 
gardening and harvesting. 
Will direct garden activities 
with other volunteers and 
may require some bending, 
stooping and lifting of 10 
lbs. or less...Times: 1 hour, 2 
times per week.

If interested and for more in-
formation, please call – Tam-
my at 319-372-8043.
 
United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region supports non-profit 
organizations and agencies 
that provide programs ad-
dressing needs in health, ed-
ucation and financial stability 
to residents in Clark, Han-
cock, and Lee Counties.

United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region serves all of Lee, 
Hancock, and Clark Coun-
ties. All donations are tax-de-
ductible.

Administrative
Assistant

for Homecare, Hospice, 
and Environmental 

Programs

Lee County Health Depart-
ment is seeking a full-time 
Administrative Assistant for 
Homecare, Hospice, and En-
vironmental programs. This 
position will be responsible 
for scheduling, data entry 
into various computer pro-
grams, and other general 
office duties. The applicant 
must have knowledge/ex-
perience in Microsoft office 
programs and general office 
procedures. Must have or-
ganizational and communi-
cation skills and an ability to 
work efficiently in a team en-
vironment. If interested send 
resume to Tammy Wilson at 
twilson@leecountyhd.org by 
April 26, 2019.  Lee Coun-
ty Health Department is an 
EOE.

HELP WANTED
FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL 
SPACE

HOUSES
FOR SALE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

EMAIL YOUR AD
CLASSIFIEDS@

PENCITYCURRENT.COM

YOUR AD HERE
CALL 

319.371.4125

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mross@leecountyhd.org
mailto:twilson@leecountyhd.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

ing billions of dollars spreading extreme forms of Islam around the world, and 
President Trump is putting those agendas ahead of American priorities.

“It is both heartbreaking and angering to see how this president is more interest-
ed in putting the interests of Saudi Arabia ahead of the interests of the American 
people,” Gabbard said.

She said health care has to move toward Medicare for all so that 
everyone can gain access to basic quality levels of care, regardless of 
how much money you make.

She said private health care would still have a role in her health 
care picture.

“We’ve got a private insurance market. Those who choose to get 
that private insurance can do so, but it’s important for us in this 
country to make sure that we are providing that care for everyone,” 

she said.
“How can we not do this and be financially responsible? Look at every major 

country around the world that insures health care for every one of their citizens. 
It’s wrong that in this country where we spend far more for health care than any 
other country, yet we still have worse outcomes and far too many people that can-
not get the care they need.”

The 16-year military veteran said issues facing Iowa are the same issues that are 
facing the rest of the country such as a lack of affordable housing, lack of access to 
health care and agriculture pressures. She said the programs and decision at the 
federal level need to help address those concerns.

“The issues that we’re talking about are issues that are bringing Iowans out,” said 
the 38-year-old native of American Samoa.

“Yes, were talking about lack of affordable housing, lack of access to health care, 
high unemployment rates, agriculture and how many farmers are struggling – as 
well as the negative impacts some of these farms have on our environment – 
threats to water…to air.”

She said at the federal level lawmakers have to look at different policies and how 
to look at best serving the interests of people. Right now, we see on every level 
people are being left behind. People in Iowa are being left behind. In every state 
in the country people are being left behind. So that’s at the heart of what needs to 
change.”

Gabbard: Medicare for all can 
include private insurance piece

CANDIDATE - Continued from Page 1

GABBARD

Fort Madison’s Brian Wright poses a question on health care to 2020 
Presidential candidate Tulsi Gabbard Wednesday at Sub Arena.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.grrwa.com
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