
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Three candidates up for 
election on Nov. 6, told 
Republicans Saturday 
night that the state is 
headed in the right direc-
tion.

At Saturday’s annual 
Lee County Republican 
banquet, candidates Jeff 

Reichman, 
James 
Steffen, and 
Joe Mitch-
ell talked 
about how 
President 
Donald 
Trump 

has brought back jobs to 
America and how gov-
ernors Terry Branstad 

and Kim Reynolds have 
brought the state back 
from disaster.

Reichman, of Keokuk, 
said Lee County is open 
for business. He’s seeking 
to fill the District 84 State 
Senate seat currently be-
ing held by Jerry Kearns, 
a seat that Republicans 
haven’t had for three 
decades.

 “At the state level, one 
of the key jobs will be to 
advocate for Lee County 
and let people know that 
Lee County is open for 
business,” Reichman said. 
“The president started 
this and it was great to 
see that. He was at Grant 
City at one of the steel 
mills and talking about 
bringing back the man-

ufacturing jobs that the 
last president said were 
gone and weren’t coming 
back. They are coming 
back.”

Reichman, who’s a vet-
eran of the U.S. Marine 
Corp, said he had to have 
his arm twisted a little to 
run. He grew up in Ke-
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Gehle takes five 
golds at junior 
nationals

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT WAYNE, Ind., - A Fort Madison man has 
wrapped up two more gold medals in a series of junior 
national paralympic games in Fort Wayne, Ind.

Caleb Gehle, 18, was coming off two gold medals and 
two silver medals Wednesday and Thurs-
day and then wrapped up the Adaptive 
USA Junior Nationals with wins in the 
100- and 400-meter wheel chair races 
Friday.

The event finished just eight days 
before Gehle and his family head to Bar-
celona, Spain to compete in the Cerebral 

Palsy World Games Aug. 5-12 with TeamUSA.
Gehle said the competitions at these events are 

broken down into specific categories and the classifica-
tions allow people with similar disabilities to compete 
against each other instead of being lumped into one 
group.

“The nice thing about these competitions is that 
they’re separated into different classes including spina 
bifida, cerebral palsy and amputee,” he said. “We’re not 
all lumped together, like at state where someone may 
have an unfair advantage over someone else.”

At the Iowa State Track meet, where Gehle competed 
during his years at Fort Madison High School, all ath-
letes with disabilities compete in the same events with 
boys and girls being the only classifications used.

“I like the competition here. “It’s a very friendly envi-
ronment, where as in Des Moines everyone’s kind out 
for themselves.”

On Wednesday, Gehle heaved the shot 17’-5.75” 
which was about two and half feet further then Mat-
thew Tomaino who through 14’- 9”. Tomaino then beat 
Gehle in the javelin and discus events. Gehle threw 
the discus 29’-9”, to Tomaino’s 34’-10” and then took 
silver in the javelin with a throw of 25’ compared to 

See GEHLE, page 14

GEHLE

FMHS grad just eight days 
away from Barcelona in 
Cerebral Palsy World Games

County Republicans showcase 
candidates at annual banquet

WASHINGTON D.C. – 
As the House gaveled out 
of session for its August 
recess, Congressman 
Dave Loebsack reiterated 
his call for the House to 
remain in session through 
August to work on the 
important issues facing 
Iowans. Loebsack called 
on House Speaker Paul 
Ryan and Majority Leader 

Kevin 
McCarthy 
to follow 
the lead of 
their Senate 
counter-
parts and 
cancel this 

August recess. Today 
marks the 207th day of 
the year and the House 
has only been in session 

for a total of 82 days.
 “It is beyond unaccept-

able that the House has 
only been in session for a 
total of 82 days this year 
and is now taking off for 
nearly 40 more days. The 
people of Iowa want Con-
gress working on issues 
that affect their lives and 
being in session less than 
40 percent of the time 

is no way to get anything 
accomplished,” said Loeb-
sack. “Today, I am again 
calling on House Repub-
lican leaders to follow 
the Senate and cancel its 
planned August recess. 
Congress cannot afford 
to close up shop for over 
five weeks, leaving behind 

Loebsack says Congress should stay in session

LOEBSACK

See LOEBSACK, page 14

Lee County Republican Chairman Martin Graber talks to fellow Repub-
licans at the Quality Inn and Suites Saturday night as part of the an-
nual banquet. Several speakers including candidates Jeff Reichman, 
James Steffan, and Joe Mitchell spoke at the event.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See GOP, page 14
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Business”
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AILEEN LOUISE JINKENS
Aileen Louise Jinkens, 85, of Keokuk died Thursday, July 26, 2018 at the Klein Center 

in West Burlington.
She was born June 20, 1933 near Kahoka, MO the daughter of Ralph Lincoln and 

Edna Opal Ingram McNally. She was raised by her aunt and uncle, Gladys and Walter 
Bertram in Oakland, CA until the age of 15. On May 20, 1951 she was 
united in marriage to Robert E. Jinkens near Wayland, MO. He preced-
ed her in death on May 15, 1967.

Aileen graduated from the Wayland High School with the Class of 
1951.

She had been a member of the Wayland Methodist Church in Way-
land, MO and the Kahoka Methodist Church in Kahoka, MO. Most 
recently she had been attending the United Presbyterian Church in Ke-
okuk. She had also been a member of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Aileen had been an Air Force bride and a devoted farmer’s wife who 
enjoyed taking care of her family. She cared for her husband, who 

suffered with Multiple Sclerosis for many years. She made her house a loving home and 
always welcomed the neighborhood kids in. Aileen enjoyed sewing. She was a Nascar 
fan and especially liked Jeff Gordon. Aileen liked to keep her mind busy by reading 
the Bible and mystery books and working crossword puzzles. Aileen loved all animals, 
particularly cats and enjoyed watching horse racing. She loved to sing and go dancing. 
She was a dedicated Red Cross donor, donating 13 gallons of blood over the years.

She is survived by five daughters, Karen Hickey (Mike) of Keokuk, Brenda Coursey 
(Steve) of Monmouth, IL, Bonnie Underwood (Steve) of Keokuk, Cynthia Ames (Roy) 
of Keokuk and Julie McNitt (Tim) of Osage Beach, MO, two sons, Dennis Jinkens of 
Keokuk and Jerry (Martha) Jinkens of Keokuk, eighteen grandchildren, twenty-four 
great-grandchildren, two step-grandchildren and two step-great-grandchildren, two 
sisters-in-law, Anna Jean Jinkens of Keokuk and JoAnn Jinkens of Eldorado Springs, 
MO and numerous nieces and nephews. Besides her husband, she was also preceded 
in death by her parents, step-mother, Myra McNally, and brothers and sisters, Wilma 
McNally, James McNally, Opal Irene Fleming, Lola Eder, Waneta Smith, cousins who 
were like brothers, Hillis and Forest Bertram.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m., Monday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk, IA. Burial will be in the Keokuk National Cemetery in Keokuk. Visitation will 
be held after 3 p.m., Sunday at the funeral home with family meeting with friends from 
6-8 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to FOKAS (Friends of Keokuk Ani-
mal Services), PAWS No Kill Animal Shelter or the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

JINKENS

OBITUARIES

Billy Dean “Bill” Walker, 81 of Montrose, IA died Thursday, July 26, 2018 at his 
home.

He was born May 20, 1937 in St. Louis, MO the son of Clyde and Lelia Fox Walker. 
On December 16, 1978 he was united in marriage to Betty F. Ireland Schrader in Ft. 

Madison, IA. She survives.
Other survivors include two daughters, Sandy Andrews of West 

Point, IA and Tracy Morgan of Kaiser, MO, two sons, Mike Walker 
of Houston, TX and David Walker of Magnolia, TX, two step-daugh-
ters, Kelly Enke of Denmark, IA and Korenda Bell of Keokuk, one 
step-son, Fred Schrader, Jr. (Stacey) of Keokuk, three granddaugh-
ters, seven grandsons and seven great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his step-mother, Fern 
Walker, three sons-in-law, Charlie Bell, Gene Enke and Randy An-
drews and one great-grandchild, Braxton Bell.

Bill had been employed by the Dial Corporation in Montrose, 
IA for twenty-eight years until his retirement. He was a member of First Christian 
Church of Disciples of God in Keokuk.

Bill enjoyed spending time outdoors golfing and working in his yard. He was also 
an avid Nascar fan. A gifted woodworker, Bill enjoyed countless hours in his work-
shop and created gifts for his family and friends and also made decorations for all 
the holidays.

A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m., Monday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk with Pastor Cathie Courtois officiating. Burial will be held in the Fairview 
Cemetery in rural Ft. Madison, IA.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Sunday at the funeral home, with family meet-
ing with friends from 4-6 p.m.

Memorials may be made to HCI Hospice or First Christian Church.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com

BILLY DEAN “BILL” WALKER

WALKER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

319-372-4233
2210 Ave H, Fort Madison, IA 52627

We welcome you to 
Join our Facebook Family! 

Quality senior assisted living
A little help goes a long way.

Making memories for tomorrow...

The Kensington is devoted to making each day 
special for residents and their families. Our 
team focuses on helping residents make the 

memories they want to make and help provide 
life residents experiences to remember! 

~ Personalized programs and family events
~ Day Trips & Shopping Trips

~ Festival & Fair Trips
~ Annual Traditional Events 

~ Friends & Family Gatherings
~ And so much more! 

Learn about all our services online:
www.kensington-evergreen.com

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
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BFM Group Inc.

$100GET UP 
TO A cooper tires 

visa® prepaid 
card or Cooper 
Tires Prepaid 
Mastercard® 
Virtual Account

when you buy a new set of four 
qualifying tires.

July 1 – July 31, 2018

535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA 52627 

319-372-2478
www.GriffinMuffler.com
265518

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

 Offer good with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers. This is an in store dealer promotion. See store for 

details. Void where prohibited. Expires 7/31/18. 

• FREE Alignment Check
• FREE Brake Inspection
• FREE Exhaust Inspection
• FREE Belt & Hose Inspection
• FREE A/C Inspection

CHECK-UP SPECIAL
Are you among the 10% of U.S. drivers 
with a “check engine” light on? Stop 

in today and we’ll run a diagnostic scan 
on your vehicle.

1/2 OFF

DIAGNOSTIC TEST

FREE
TIRE DISPOSAL

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 TIRES Set of 4 Shocks
Installed

Help restore lost handling and smooth 
out the road.

$50 OFF
$30 OFF

SHOCKS & STRUTS

Pair of Struts
Installed

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SET OF 4 COOPER TIRES

Your one-stop shop for
Full Service Auto Repair

535 Avenue G • Fort Madison
  

M-TH 7:30am – 5:30pm
F 7:30am – 5:00pm

319-372-2478

Get up to $40 off by mail with purchase
and installation of Platinum Brake Pads

Rebate ends August 31, 2018. See store for details.

TAKE THE MONEY & RIDE

All Month Long 
At Griffins

Visit us online: www.griffinmuffler.com

Mention these coupons at 
time of service to redeem!

See store for details. Offer ends July 31st, 2018.

Like us on FACEBOOK!

7/27 MID-DAY
6 3 7

7/27 EVENING
1 4 8

7/27 MID-DAY
8 9 2 7

7/27 EVENING
3 9 4 9

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

7/27
1 32 40 49 63
Mega Ball: 20
Megaplier: 3

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

For the Record
Fort Madison
 Police Report

7/26/2018 - 9:40 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 3100 block of Ave. J.
7/26/2018 - 11:16 a.m 
- Fort Madison Police 
arrested John Allen Scott, 
40, of Fort Madison, in 
the 2000 block of Ave. E, 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
7/26/2018 - 3:34 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 1200 block of Ave. G.
7/26/2018 - 3:47 p.m 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 

larceny/ theft in the 600-
700 blocks of Ave. H.
7/26/2018 - 9:09 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of larceny/ theft 
in the 800 block of Ave. H.
7/26/2018 - 11:09 p.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1500 block of Ave. E.
7/26/2018 - 11:15 p.m 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a stolen vehicle in the 
300 block of Ave. F.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

7/26/2018 - 3:34 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s dep-

uties arrested Jessica 
Ann Harwood, 35, of Fort 
Madison, at the Court 
House, on a judgment 
hold. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

07/26/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters respond-
ed to two medical calls 
and one false alarm.
07/27/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
two medical calls, two lifts 
assist, one grass fire, and 
one gas smell investigation.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Sports

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Anthony B Fullenkamp
Financial Advisor
.

1233 Ave H
Ft Madison, IA 52627
319-372-8001

The Fort Madison Bloodhound Youth Camp wrapped up this week. 
Above, Jamiah Williams, 13, makes a tackle from behind on a new 
tackling roll used at the camp Wednesday evening. Sophomore Quen-
tin Schneider sets the roll in motion as high school players helped 
demonstrate the drills. At left top, about 65 campers in grades 1st -8th 
worked out together on Thursday. At left side Brandt Booten gets in 

a tackle and at left middle, Nolan Lamb, 10, 
works the tomahawk drill with assistant coach 
Mike Hayes.

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.edwardjones.com/anthony-fullenkamp
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://tkef.org/
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New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882www.drmarkdds.com

Both offices are open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
and are now accepting new patients.

We’ll be happy to help you polish up your smile
so you can share it with the world.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm
726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Like us on Facebook!www.leecountyhd.org

24/7 on-call nursing staff
Skilled Nursing Services

Social Worker visits
Music/Massage Therapy

Homecare Aide Assistance
Spiritual & Grief Support

Volunteer Services

#3 John Bennett Drive • PO Box 1426 
Fort Madison, IA 52627

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-6672

Touching the Community with Care

Lee County 
Health Department

We are proud to provide our Hospice Services in 
Lee, Des Moines, Van Buren & Henry counties in Iowa 

and Hancock & Henderson counties in Illinois

Your #1 ChoiCe in hospiCe
First Medicare Certified Hospice in Southeast Iowa - Since 1989

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT HOSPICE

Our Hospice Services Include:

http://www.leecountyhd.org


Pen City Current - Sunday, July 29, 2018 - 7

Area News

Dr. Yadira Rafuls
FMCH Welcomes

“The most rewarding aspect of 
healthcare is improving the quality 
of life of patients. I love the trust my 
patients place in me. Compassion is 

my biggest driving force.”

JULY
7/25  Cubs vs. Diamondbacks at Wrigley $155 pp
7/27-29  Wonders of Wildlife   $360 pp double

7/28  Cardinals vs. Cubs at Busch Stadium $140 pp

AUGUST
8/1  Mamma Mia! at Circa ‘21  $98 pp
8/2  Chicago Museums   $99 pp
8/4  Cubs vs. Padres at Wrigley  $155 pp
8/7  Strolling Down Broadway   $102 pp
8/11  Cubs vs. Nationals at Wrigley  $155 pp
8/13-16  Quilter’s Escape to Paducah, KY  $495 pp double

8/14  Iowa State Fair    $65 pp
8/15  Cubs vs. Brewers at Wrigley  $128 pp
8/21  The Henry Ford & Rouge Factory Tour $450 pp double

8/29  Cubs vs. Mets at Wrigley   $110 pp

SEPTEMBER
9/12  A Comedy of Tenors at Old Creamery $98 pp
9/12-15  Legends of Louisville, KY   $550 pp double

9/15  Cubs vs. Reds at Wrigley   $145 pp
9/21-30  The Gold of Colorado Trains  $2790 pp double

9/26  Mama Won’t Fly at Circa ‘21  $98 pp
9/27  Dinner on the Boone Scenic Valley RR $120 pp
9/28  Cubs vs. Cardinals at Wrigley  $145 pp
9/29  Cubs vs. Cardinals at Wrigley  $155 pp

UPCOMING TOURS

Visit us online at 
www.TrailwaysTravel.com

for more info & full itineraries

319.753.2864 x162
3211 Division St. Burlington, IA 

Former Sterzings owners think newest chips “have got it’
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON - It’s 
been a long summer for 
Craig Smith and the icon-
ic Sterzing’s brand potato 
chip.

After the Food and 
Drug Administration im-
plemented a phasing out 
of oils containing trans 
fats in 2015, the writ-
ing was on the wall and 
changes were coming.

There rarely is a pot-
luck, picnic or party in 
the region that won’t 
showcase the familiar red-
and-pale yellow bags with 
the salty and snappy chip 
that Iowans and beyond 
have been snacking on for 
almost eight decades.

But then the chip maker 
ran out of inventory of the 
original oil used to make 
the chips and had to tran-
sition into the new trans-
fat free cooking agent.

According to Sterzing 
Food Co. President, Craig 
Smith, that’s where trouble 
began. But...better news 
may be on the horizon.

Smith said the compa-
ny’s food scientists have 
been tinkering with the 

formula for a good por-
tion of the year trying to 
find ways to abide by the 
new regs, but get close to 
the original flavor and tex-
ture that loyal customers 
were accustomed to.

“We started out with 
this new formula and it 
appealed to a lot of people, 
but didn’t resonate with 
our loyal fan base,” Smith 
said Friday morning. “Our 
focus was on the taste and 
the mouth feel and texture 
and that has taken a long 
time.”

But he said Friday 
the newest tweaks have 
resulted in a chip that 
just may be worthy of the 
customers looking for that 
original Sterzing chip.

“I had a bag in the 
hands of the previous 
owners and they said, ‘We 

think you got it’,” Smith 
said. “That’s as high a 
regard as I can ask for.”

That family included 
the daughters of Dutch 
Duttweiler, who bought 
the business in 1959 from 
Barney Sterzing. Sterzing 
started the company in 
1933 as an off-shoot from 
his candy business and, 
when sugar rationing took 
place during WWII, Smith 
said Sterzing dumped the 
candy portion of the busi-
ness and turned his focus 
to making a chip that has 
been in high demand 
regionally and regularly 
shipped across the nation. 
After an inter-family sale 
of the company to Dutt-
weiler’s daughters, Smith 
and current Chief Finan-
cial Officer Gary Schmeis-
er purchased the company 

in 2011.
In May, the compa-

ny held a chip-tasting 
at Community Field in 
Burlington and got mixed 
reactions and went back 
to the drawing board. The 
chip at that time had a feel 
and texture that would be 
considered a “kettle” chip, 
with a heavier crunch.

Smith said a lot of 
people liked the new 
offering, but it was, and 
still is, the company’s goal 
to do everything possible 
to get back to the original 
taste and composition of a 
Sterzing potato chip.

He said it’s difficult to 
just implement change 
because the production 

process requires a lot of 
inventory of potatoes, 
oil, and salt and you have 
to work through those 
inventories, while mak-
ing minor adjustments to 
the recipe based on what 
customers are saying.

“Once you buy the oils 

Randy Jordan unloads boxes of Sterzings Friday in Fort Madison. Jor-
dan has been with Sterzings for close to 33 years The company has 
been tinkering with the recipe of the iconic potato chip since transition-
ing to a trans fat free oil earlier this year.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

“I had a bag in the hands of the 
previous owners and they said, ‘We 

think you got it’ . That’s as high a 
regard as I can ask for.”

 -Craig Smith
President, Sterzings Food Co.

See CHIPS, page 13

http://www.fmchosp.com
https://trailwaystravel.com
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GONE FISHI
NG!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition
Sunday, August 12 through Monday, August 20
so our team can enjoy some time this summer.

Breaking news will be published online when possible.
Our free e–Edition will be back Tuesday, August 21.

Thank you for reading!
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Classifieds

Keokuk 
Area 

To Apply: 
705 Avenue G 
Fort Madison, IA 
 

Best 
place in 
the area 
to work! 

Competitive Starting Wages 
 
Benefits include: 
 PTO 
 Credit Union 
 401k with Employer Match 
 Medical, Dental & Vision 

Insurance 
 Free Life Insurance 

Now Hiring 
LPNs 

mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com Or email 

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise your 
service business

Monthly

Only $2500
2x2 Business Card Size Ad

OR
150 classified line ad with your logo only $2499

Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad to classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 • Shawna (319)470.0622 • Lee (319)371.4125

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
www.pencitycurrent.com

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Place your ad
online 24/7

mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=LPNs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://keepinglivesmoving.com/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

Friday, August 24
8:30 to 11:30

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday- Saturday

5:00pm

FLASH    PANIN
A

the classifieds

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Agent Photo Agent Info

Disclosure

Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Disclosure
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when they can’t
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FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

535 Ave. G
Fort Madison, IA

(319) 372-1478

www.griffinmuffler.com

From small repairs to 
extensive diagnostics, 

We cover it all!

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

New Dimensions 
Full-Service Salon

1736 Ave G, Fort Madison, Iowa
319-372-6291

Get that 
BRIGht WhIte

SMILe
YOU’Ve aLWaYS

 Wanted Professional TeeTh WhiTnening

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fortmadisonmainstreet/
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Dimensions/122915311099597
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
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Tri-State

rodeo
September 5-8, 2018

Fort Madison, IA

71st annual

Get Your Tickets Now
at www.tristaterodeo.org

or click this ad

Or call 800-369-3211
or 319-372-2550

Wed., Sept. 5
CINCH Shootout

The best cowboys
in the country competing for

$120,000
in prize money

Thur., Sept. 6
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake McVey

Country Artist

Fri., Sept. 7
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Randy Houser
Country Singer Songwriter

Sat., Sept. 8
PRCA Rodeo Action

followed by
Jake Owen
AMA Award Winner

Don’t miss
Stumptown

every night in the Coors Party Pavilion

following the rodeo competition

& national music acts

http://www.tristaterodeo.org
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http://www.riverfestfm.com
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Area News/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 29 Jul

Light Rain
High– 78.4º F | Low – 62.8º F

MON 30 Jul

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 72.1º F | Low – 66.0º F

TUE 31 Jul

Moderate Rain
High– 76.5º F | Low – 67.4º F

WED 01 Aug

Light Rain
High– 79.3º F | Low – 67.6º F

THU 02 Aug

Light Rain
High– 81.0º F | Low – 71.6º F

OpenWeatherMap

We make moving 
easy.

Click this ad to learn more
about our home loan options.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

and potatoes, you have to go through the process and 
it’s getting a lot better, but we’re not sure if we’re there 
yet or not,” Smith said. “We’re waiting for this latest 
blend to get out in full supply and see what customers 
are saying.”

If this version of the chip fares well with critics, Smith 
said the company will probably do another launch and 
maybe do some social media to encourage everyone else 
to get a bag and, well....Tri-Some.

He said the company didn’t want to do another full-
on roll-out until they were getting responses that were 
more favorable to the original recipe.

 “We didn’t want to put out a brand new product and 
say ‘here it is, take or or leave it’,” he said. “Our contin-
ued goal is to mimic that original product. We didn’t 
want to find ourselves in the repeated position of having 
customers buying a bag and it would be different, and 
then it would be different again, and different again. 
That’s very frustrating.”

BTW.... it was always gluten free
Smith said the company made an “interesting” 

marketing decision when they started labeling the bags 
“Gluten-Free”.

 “What people didn’t realize is that it was always 
gluten free. We were getting dozens of calls each week 
asking us if we had gluten in them. We put that on our 
bags to make it very clear, but there’s never been gluten 
in our chips. After people started seeing things change, 
we had lots of calls from people telling us to put the 
gluten back in,” he said with a laugh.

In what is probably the clearest picture of the de-
mand for the original Sterzing, Smith said customers 
desperate for that one-of-a-kind flavor were suggesting 
tongue-in-cheek, that the company get their oil on the 
black market and sell the chips that way.

Short of that, Smith said customer reaction to the 
most recent recipe blend that is in production now has 
been favorable and that blend is in production and hit-
ting stores currently. He’s waiting for responses to how 
they set up in the bag and then if things are still on the 
right track a promotional period may begin.

“We’re gonna load the market up and hopefully start 
hearing some better comments,” he said “We’re not 
responding publicly or through social media because 
there are so many comments and I just don’t like to 
address naysayers. When we’re there we’re gonna talk 
about it.”

What about the Kettle-style?
Smith said the company has discussed keeping it 

as an option because many did enjoy the chip. It just 
wasn’t the original Sterzing and that is ultimately the 
product they are looking for. He said the company has 
the equipment to continue to make that product as well 
as do some flavorings, but all that is on the back burner 
until people respond positively to the regular Sterzings.

“We’re slow at making change. It took us 80 years to 
learn how to make popcorn,” he said. “But it’s always 
been fun making chips,” he said.

He asked customers to hold on and keep trying the 
product as that’s the best way for the company to know 
how the chips taste.

    “Be patient with us and understand it is our goal 
to continually move to our original product,” he said. 

“Through our discoveries, we’re finding steps we can 
take to get there. It’s simple to say ‘do this and you’ll 
have that’, but trying to match our original oil has been 
more difficult than we anticipated. From our testing 
now, we are very close we believe. At some point we’ll 
have to say this is where we’re at for a while, so custom-
ers know they will get the same product. The problem 
with that is that we’re still moving through the process-
es.”

Smith encouraged customers to just stop by and say 
hello and continue to give feedback through the compa-
ny’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Ster-
zing-Potato-Chips-35704641316 by email at sterzing@
sterzingchips.com; or by calling 800-754-8467.

    “They’re welcome to stop by and say hello,” Smith 
said. “I’m more than happy to meet with people and let 
them tell us their Sterzing story.”

Avid customers still craving original flavor profile
CHIPS - Continued from Page 1

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/home
https://www.facebook.com/Sterzing-Potato-Chips-35704641316
https://www.facebook.com/Sterzing-Potato-Chips-35704641316
mailto:sterzing@sterzingchips.com
mailto:sterzing@sterzingchips.com
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From the Front

Tomaino’s gold medal throw of 29’-6”. Both Gehle’s discus and javelin throws were 
personal records for him.

Gehle took gold in his only Thursday event, the 200-meter wheel chair race, and 
then took gold in both races on Friday. In the 200, Gehle won with a time of 56.11 
seconds. His gold time in the 100 was 28.67 and he raced to a 1:50.73 in the 400-me-
ter race. He also won a gold medal in the 4x100 relay with a team that asked him to 
join when he got to the event.

He said he had good leads in most of wheel chair races with his closest competitor 
being about seven seconds behind. But he said the track was very spongy and none 
of the racers set personal bests during the games.

Now Gehle begins to prepare for the World Games in Spain. He leaves for Europe 
on Aug. 4 and said the next week will be full of training and prep work for the trip.

“It’s gonna be a lot more training within the next week,” he said, “I don’t know any 
times or anything I need to be at I just want to race the best I can and throw the best 
I can.”

In 2017, Gehle competed in the junior nationals and won one gold and two silvers. 
He said going in April for qualifying allowed him to compete in the javeline and 
discus events, which were events he didn’t get to compete in last year. Now he says he 
has a better idea of what to expect in Europe.

“I feel confident going over there just with this week even. I’ve learned a lot of 
helpful tips from other paralympic athletes that have been on TeamUSA and traveled 
the world. I’m honeslty just extremely honored to get this opportunity.”

Gehle said without the support of his family and the community he wouldn’t be 
able to be a part of TeamUSA.

“I want to thank everyone for everything I’m able to do because this all probably 
wouldn’t be possible without their donations and support,” he said.

Barcelona and TeamUSA 
up next for Gehle

GEHLE - Continued from Page 1

Fort Madison’s Caleb Gehle moves to the front of the pack in the 
100-meter wheelchair race on Friday. Gehle earned four gold medals 
and two silvers in four events over the last three days.

Photo courtesy of Mike Gehlel

okuk and graduated from 
Southeastern Community 
College before joining the 
Marines. He moved back 
into the area five years 
ago and said he was con-
cerned by what he saw on 
Keokuk’s Main Street.

“I was driving down 
Main Street with mom 
and wondered if I had 
been living with rose-col-
ored glasses on, or if 
things had gone down 
hill that fast,” Reichman 
said.

“You can get $300 
million per year in Lee 
County’s economy,” 
Reichman said. “We need 
to start building this 
county back up and take 
advantage of this turn 
we’re having right now 
with bringing some of 
these manufacturing jobs 
back.”

Lee County Republican 
Chairman Martin Graber 
said Kearns probably did 
the Republicans a favor 
by not running again, 
but he’s endorsed Fort 
Madison’s Jeff Kurtz for 
the seat.

“Jerry Kearns probably 
did us a favor by retiring. 
He’s endorsed his suc-
cessor, but if you have 
been to any debates and 
listened to what he thinks 
and believes and what 
his issues are - he doesn’t 
talk about jobs too soon 
and he doesn’t talk about 
making the state better,” 
Graber said.

Joe Mitchell, fresh off 
a graduation this spring 
from Drake University, is 
trying to win Dave Hea-
ton’s 84th district State 
Rep. seat. Both Heaton 
and Kearns have said 
they will not seek re-elec-
tion in the fall.

Mitchell said Iowa is 
ranked No. 1 in the coun-
try, has the lowest un-
employment rates in the 
Midwest, has the highest 
graduation rate in the 
country and attributes 
all those recognitions to 
the work of governors 
Terry Branstad and Kim 
Reynolds.

Mitchell said this year 
it will be important for 
those in the Republican 
party to get out and talk 
to those fringe voters and 
not spend time on die-
hard liberals who won’t 
change their minds. He 
said the state is going in 
the right direction, but 

that won’t continue if the 
Republicans don’t fight 
back what he called the 
“Blue Wave”.

 “Democrats are trying 
to mobilize right now. 
And they’re trying to 

get many 
people out 
to take over 
the legisla-
tures,” he 
said. “I”m 
sure you’ve 
all heard of 

the Blue Wave movement 
they’re trying to do. They 
think they’re going to 
take over all the state leg-
islatures and they think 
they’re going to take over 
Congress and I’m sorry to 
tell them but I think that’s 
a false notion,” Mitchell 
said.

“I would think that was 
going to happen if we 
weren’t the No. 1 state in 
the country, with the low-
est unemployment rate in 
the Midwest. If we didn’t 
have the highest gradua-
tion rate in the country. 
If we haven’t delivered 
on historic tax cuts for 
working class families 
and small businesses.”

He said the state does 
hold all those recogni-
tions and when voters go 
to the polls they’re going 
to ask if they are better 
off now than they were 
eight years ago under 
Governor Chet Culver.

“Eight years ago we 
spent every single pen-
ny we had, drained our 
reserve funds, had record 
high rather than record 
low unemployment, and 
our state was going down 
and I just thank God for 
Governor Branstad and 
Governor Reynolds for 
getting us out of that,” he 
said to applause from the 
120 in attendance.

Graber said it was 
almost Mitchell’s race to 
lose when you look at 
demographics.

“He almost has to work 
real hard at losing that, 
but I always tell people 
don’t ever assume you’ve 
got a win because I guar-
antee you in politics it’s 
not always the best man 
or woman wins,” Graber 
said.

James Steffen is run-
ning for the Lee County 
Board of Supervisors to 
take the District 3 seat 
being vacated by Don 
Hunold at the end of his 

term.
Steffen said the county 

has been run by Demo-
crats for too long and it’s 
time for more transpar-
ency and more account-
ability at the county level.

Steffen ran for the 
statehouse in 2012 losing 
to Kearns and said he 
stepped away from public 
office.

 “I kind of stayed out 
of politics for a while, 
but I don’t like what is 
going on in Lee County. 
The focus on economic 
development doesn’t have 
to be just manufactur-
ing. We’ve got 5G in Lee 
County now so we can 
have any type of technol-
ogy jobs.”

He also said he was 
disappointed that the su-
pervisors took $400,000 
out of the budget for law 

enforce-
ment.

“I 
support 
law en-
forcement. 
They took 
$400,000 

out of the budget for 
the sheriff, but he ended 
up getting back most of 
it. One party has been 
in control of the entire 
county and I think there 
needs to be more trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity and I think I can bring 
that,” he said.

He also said education 
should be a priority.

“They told me to not 
worry about education, 
but children are our 
future and if we don’t 
provide them with a 
quality education with 
more emphasis on the 
STEM program, if we 
don’t provide them with 
that, then we are failing 
them and failing our state 
and county.”

Steffen said the county 
needs to let the depart-
ment heads do their jobs.

“We have department 
heads for our county 
and lots of decision are 
made by the board and 
they don’t rely on those 
department heads. They 
need to utilize that better 
and rely on those people 
to do that job and if they 
can’t do that job they 
need replaced. Some-
one needs to hold those 
people accountable and 
it’s not being done now,” 
Steffen said.

Mitchell says state is going 
in the right direction

GOP - Continued from Page 1

MITCHELL

STEFFEN

Farm Bill, opiods are still on 
Congressional to-do list

a seemingly endless list of issues to deal with. While I look forward to spending this 
time back in Iowa traveling across the state, Iowans deserve better. I stand ready to 
work with anyone to help move our state and nation forward.”

 Among the issues that have not been dealt with include: Farm bill, Combating 
the Opioid Epidemic, Long-term infrastructure/highway bill, Increase RFS volume 
outputs, Annual appropriations, Prison sentencing reform, Comprehensive jobs 
package, Comprehensive mental health reform, Higher Education reauthorization, 
Campaign finance reform.

LOEBSACK - Continued from Page 1

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ

	Front Page
	Obituaries
	Your Heat & Air guy
	The Kensington
	Pen City Current Masthead
	For the Record
	Iowa Lottery Winning Numbers
	Lee County Health Department
	Griffin Muffler & Brake Shop
	Pen City Current
	Sports
	Great River Regional Waste Authority
	Fort Madison Family YMCA
	Test Kitchen Education Foundation
	Tony Fullenkamp Edward Jones
	Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
	Lee County Health Department
	Area News
	Fort Madison Community Hospital
	Trailways Travel
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Help Wanted
	Real Estate
	Hope Associates Real Estate
	KLM Realty
	Mobile Nursing Services, LTD.
	Pen City Current
	Classifieds
	Professional Services
	Pen City Current
	Tri-State Rodeo
	RiverFest Fort Madison
	Area News
	5-Day Weather Forecast
	Pilot Grove Savings Bank
	From the Front
	Local News
	Sports
	Area News
	Pen City Current

	Button 108: 
	Button 106: 
	Button 1010: 
	Button 1011: 
	Button 1012: 
	Button 1013: 
	Button 1016: 
	Button 1017: 
	Button 109: 
	Button 107: 
	Button 1014: 
	Button 1015: 


