
Pen City Current
INSIDE TODAY:
GRHS named one of Registers Top 150 
workplaces.

See page 2

Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017  | 8 pages | Volume 1 • Issue 230

Don’t forget Social Media!
Check us out on the following sites
@pencitycurrent:

Scan the code to
Subscribe today

Paid & Free Options Available!

News Index
Area News...................P.2
Education News..........P.4
For the Record............P.2
From the Front........Ps.4,8
Local News..................P.8
Lottery Numbers..........P.3
State News..................P.3
Weather.......................P.3

Advertiser Index
Classifieds............................................................Ps.5-7
Farm Bureau Financial Services – Larry Holtkamp... P.4
Fort Madison Cross Country..................................... P.4
Great River Regional Waste Authority....................... P.3
Hope Associates Real Estate.................................... P.7
JDRF.org...................................................................P.6
Kempker’s True Value Rental.................................... P.4
KLM Realty................................................................P.6
Lee County Health Department................................. P.8

Pen City Current...................................................Ps.5-6
Professional Services................................................P.5
Public Notices............................................................P.5
StopBullying.gov........................................................P.6
Team Staffing Solutions, Inc...................................... P.6
United Way of the Great River Region...................... P.6
WebeSalsa.com........................................................P.4
West Liberty Foods....................................................P.6
Your Heat & Air guy...................................................P.2

Velocity dance studio is a 
Sperber family affair

Alexis Sperber stands in the west dance studio that stands where an Ed-
ward Jones office used to be in the former SSMID building in downtown 
Fort Madison at 822 Avenue G.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Seattle 
import 
follows 
mom’s 
dream for 
dance 
studio

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - Another in-
teresting transformation has taken 
place in Fort Madison’s downtown 
Main Street district. Velocity Dance 
and Tumbling has opened in the 
former SSMID building at 822 
Avenue G.

Alexis Sperber’s family is helping 
her fulfill a dream of becoming a 
competitive dance instructor and 
they’re all doing it together right 
here in Fort Madison and opened 
their business on August 23.

The building itself, which most 
recently housed an Edward Jones 
office, has undergone a huge tran-
sition in the past three weeks. The 
east door opens into a large dance 
studio and office area. A large run-
and-tumble mat runs almost the 
full length of the east wall and then 

a large studio runs across the south 
half of the building.

A lounge area for parents that 
includes a snack bar and eventually 
a television, sits on the west side of 
the studio. In the back is a break 
room and along the western part of 
the dual front studio are two other 
dance studios where instruction 
would take place in a variety of 
dance styles including contem-
porary, jazz, which Alexis calls 

appropriate funk without the MTV 
flare, as well as poms classes and 
conditioning classes that integrate 
dance.

Alexis and her family have been 
involved in dance since her and 
two sisters Alecia and Alysea were 
young girls. Her mother Connie 
was also a dancer at a young age, so 
the family is bringing a lot of expe-
rience to the table.

See DANCE, page 8

School district 
taking hard look 
at student safety

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - As part of the superintendent’s re-
port at Monday’s school board meeting, Superintendent 
Erin Slater and several district administrators updated 
the board on security plans in the works in the district.

Slater, Assistant High School principal Patrick Lamb 
and Assistant middle school principal Brent Zirkel, 
along with the Fort Madison Police Department’s school 
resource officer all attended a national convention on 
school safety and security in July.

She said the conference gave the group an opportunity 
to review the emergency response plans 
and look at some research based chang-
es, some of which are already under way.

“We want to make sure that we’re 
not just not doing something because 
it sounds good or its the flavor of the 
month,” Slater said. “But we wanted you 
to know the reasons why we attended. We 
know that learning is best achieved in a safe and nurtur-
ing environment. Its our job and our responsibility to 
make sure we are doing the very best we can.”

Zirkel said most strategies of school safety will fall 
under four Ds, - Deter, Detect, Delay, and Defend.

He said strategies going forward will focus on detering 
any threats, detecting when something may be happen-
ing, trying to delay any threat to allow first responders 
time to react, and then in the worst scenarios take a 
defensive posture to the threat.

“All the things we talk about in school safety will fall 
under one of those Ds,” Zirkel said.

As a result of the learnings of the convention, the 
district has already developed a threat assessment team, 
which includes board director Dianne Hope. A pub-
lic relations team has also been formed and has held 
meetings including various stakeholders including the 
district, the Area Education Association, the transpor-
tation and facilities departments, counselors and social 
workers to start doing planning that will help make sure 

SLATER

P3 Campus already helping 
with anonymous tips

See SECURITY, page 4

“I was 11 and my friend took me to her jazz 
class and I thought it was awesome. Then I 

saw the video of one my recitals and I was like, 
“Mom...why would you let me do that?”

 -Alexis Sperber
studio owner, on her first experience with dance
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• 24 Hour Service 
• Never An Overtime Charge 

•  Best Price
 & Quality Guaranteed! 

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328 
Burlington: 319-752-4328
Nauvoo, IL: 217-453-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

Visit us Online: www.yourheatandairguy.com
 Like us on Facebook!

Install confidence and 
guaranteed comfort with 
a YORK® HVAC System. 

Energy Efficiency 
Ratings Over 18! 

As a family owned business our reputation is just as 
important to us as making sure our customers are 

satisfied with our service! Leave a trusted local
review on our website or on Google! 

Click this ad or Google “Your Heat and Air Guy”!

Never Shiver, Don’t Sweat Just Call

Please Review Us!

Up to $2300 In Rebates!

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/22/17 - 8:39 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny theft in 
the 600 block of 8th Street.
09/22/17 - 9:02 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
William B Mapp, 63 of Fort 
Madison in the 3400 block 
of Avenue L, on a charge 
of disorderly conduct. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
09/22/17 - 9:39 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a larceny/theft 
in the 1000 Avenue G.
09/22/17 - 10:24 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2600 block of Avenue L
09/22/17 - 10:34 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2400 block of Avenue L.
09/22/17 - 3:45 p.m. - Fort 

Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 3000 block of Avenue P.
09/22/17 - 10:20 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2000 block of Avenue B.
09/23/17 - 1:04 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
4000 block of Avenue O.
09/23/17 - 4:30 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
3100 block of Avenue O.
09/23/17 - 2:04 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1300 block of 31st Street.
09/24/17 - 12:20 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a personal injury 
accident at the intersection of 
180th Street and Hwy. 218.
09/24/17 - 2:58 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1700 block of Avenue D.
09/24/17 - 7:51 a.m. - Fort 

Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
600 block of 22nd Street.
09/24/17 - 11:16 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 1400 block of Avenue I.
09/24/17 - 7:38 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
3000 block of Avenue E.
09/24/17 - 9:16 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1700 block of Avenue D.
09/24/17 - 10:14 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to a 
report of a burglary in progress 
in the 800 block of Avenue G.
09/25/17 - 1:37 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 4200 block of Avenue L.
09/25/17 - 7:14 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 
the 2100 block of Avenue J.
09/25/17 - 8:10 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in 

the 2100 block of Avenue J.
Lee County 

Sheriff’s Report
09/23/17 - midnight - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Phillip David Cossel, 51 
of Montrose, in the 100 block 
of S. 4th Street in Montrose, 
on a warrant for failure to 
appear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/23/17 - 7:47 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Thomas Jay Bailey, 58, 
of Fort Madison in the 1600 
block of Green Bay Road in 
Wever, on a charge of posses-
sion of a controlled substance. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released 
on a promise to appear.
09/23/17 - 5:02 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Robert Harry Mills, Jr., 
43 of Keokuk in the 400 block 
of N. 9th Street on a court 
ordered hold. He was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
09/23/17 - 5:53 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on 4th Street in West 
Point where a vehicle driven 

by Ronald Peter Stukerjurgen, 
80, of Houghton and a vehicle 
driven by Jeffrey Howard Man-
ning 60 collided as Manning 
was backing out of parking 
stall. No citations or injuries 
were reported at the scene.
09/24/17 - midnight - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Randall Gray, 61 
of Keokuk, no location, on 
a warrant for contempt of 
court - non payment of fines.
09/24/17 - 9:40 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Mersadys Elizabeth 
Dickens, 20, Keokuk, at Fort 
Madison Community Hospital 
on a charge of violation of 
probation. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
09/24/17 - 4:25 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested John Thomas Curry III, 
45 of Burlington, in the 2300 
block of 168th Street West 
Point on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
driving under suspension 
and attempted 3rd-degree 
burglary. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/25/17 - 3:24 a.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Nolan Aeneas 
Leveling, 19 of Fort Madison, 
no location given, on charges 
of possession of a controlled 
substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.
09/25/17 - no time given - Lee 
County Sheriffs’s arrested 
a 15 year old juvenile from 
Donnellson in the Central Lee 
High School, on a charge 
of operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated. He was ordered 
to appear in juvenile court.

Those listed above are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

09/22/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
one medical call, one car 
wreck, and one gas line cut
09/23/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to four medical calls.
09/24/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to one 
medical call and three assists.

WEST BURLINGTON – Jo Greiner, Great River 
Cancer Center, has been named an EXCEL Service 
Hero at Great River Health Systems. The health sys-
tem recognizes employees who demonstrate actions 
that extend beyond routine, expected employee 
behavior. 

Criteria for the service hero award are based on the 
health systems’ philosophy of care. EXCEL stands 
for Enthusiastically friendly, X-ceeding expectations, 
Caring and compassion, Energetic teamwork, and 
Leadership and professionalism.

Griener named GRHS EXCEL Hero

GREINER

WEST BURLINGTON - Great River 
Health Systems is one of the best plac-
es to work in Iowa, according the Des 
Moines Register’s 2017 Top Workplaces 
survey. The survey ranked 150 employ-
ers in small, midsized and large catego-
ries. The only hospital or health system 
named in the large-company category, 
Great River Health Systems ranked 21st.

This is the fifth consecutive year that 
Great River Health Systems has been 
ranked on the list.

“Being named one of Iowa’s top large 
employers five years in a row is a great 
honor, and it certainly speaks to the cul-
ture of Great River Health Systems,” said 
Mark Richardson, president and CEO. 
“Our people take great pride in working 
as a team to provide outstanding care 
to patients and families in the southeast 
Iowa region.”

The Des Moines Register recognized 
companies and organizations in Iowa as 

top workplaces based solely on surveys 
about the workplace completed by their 
employees.

The anonymous survey focused on six 
aspects of the workplace environment 
including:

· Career – training opportunities and 
progression

· Conditions – assessment of the work-
ing atmosphere and environment

· Direction – assessment of the compa-
ny’s values, leaders and strategy

· Execution – assessment of how the 
company communicates and gets work 
done

·  Management – quality and manage-
rial skills

· Pay and benefits – assessment of 
associate compensation

Those interested in a career with Great 
River Health Systems can visit www.
GreatRiverMedical.org.

GRHS named to 150 workplace

http://www.yourheatandairguy.com
http://www.GreatRiverMedical.org
http://www.GreatRiverMedical.org


(DES MOINES) – Gov. 
Kim Reynolds and Lt. Gov. 
Adam Gregg urged high 
school seniors to file the 
Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA) 
during their weekly press 
conference Monday at 
Saydel High School in Des 
Moines.

“I just graduated from 
Iowa State University last 
December, so it wasn’t that 
long ago that I was in col-
lege,” Gov. Reynolds said. 
“Plus, I remember how 
hard my husband, Kevin, 
and I worked to help our 
three daughters through 
school. I know that every 
dollar counts. That’s why 
making sure high school 
seniors complete their 
FAFSA is critical. This 
form opens doors to most 
financial aid.”

“Filing the FAFSA to 
determine eligibility for 
financial aid may seem like 
a simple step, but it can 
transform students’ lives 
through the opportuni-
ties it opens up,” Lt. Gov. 
Gregg said.

The FAFSA is required 
to qualify for federal Pell 
grants, federal student 
loans, federal work-study 
programs and most 
forms of state financial 
aid. About two-thirds of 
Iowa’s high school seniors 
file the form each year, 

with low-income students 
among the least likely to 
file.

This also will help meet 
the Future Ready Iowa 
goal of 70 percent of the 
state’s workforce having 
education or training 
beyond high school by the 

year 2025. 
That is critical so em-

ployers can hire the skilled 
workers they need to 
innovate and grow.

The window to file the 
FAFSA for the 2018-19 
school year opens Sunday, 
October 1, 2017.
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State News/Lottery Numbers

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I
 9/25

14 17 19 30 48
Lucky Ball: 4

9/25 MID-DAY
7 8 8 

9/25 EVENING
8 8 9

9/25 MID-DAY
3 5 0 6

9/25 EVENING
0 5 7 9 

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

The Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 26 Sep

Light Rain
High– 81.3º F | Low – 61.9º F

WED 27 Sep

Broken Clouds
High– 65.1º F | Low – 65.4º F

THU 28 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 73.3º F | Low – 60.9º F

FRI 29 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 65.5º F | Low – 53.0º F

SAT 30 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 67.2º F | Low – 52.1º F

OpenWeatherMap

Gov. Reynolds urges students 
to file FAFSAs early

http://www.grrwa.com
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Ft. Madison • Mt. Pleasant • Burlington • Grimes

The Husqvarna 545 and 555 are the best firewood saws 
available at the lowest price we have ever had. 
Stop by your local Kempker’s True Value today! 

Not valid with any other discounts or sales.

Save on Husqvarna Chainsaws at Kempkers!

Save up to $75 
on Husqvarna Chainsaws

 with mail-in rebates.
Sale Ends 11/15/2017

Now is the time to buy!

Kempker’s True Value 
Rewards Program! 

Join online for FREE!

Start 
SAVING

even more!

Are you a Cross Country Alumni? Need an 
early Christmas gift idea?  Click this ad or 
go to the url above to support our program. 
Reference Coach Mendez as you check out, 
and he will make sure you get your product.

Contact him after ordering at
brian.mendez@fmcsd.org

so he has your contact information

Support your FMHS 
Cross Country Team

Shop Custom FMHS Cross Country Gear
shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396

everyone is safe.
“We need to discuss policies and practices that are 

always evolving,” Zirkel said. “One of the things I’ve 
seen now and my eyes are very open to, is your plan 
goes right out the door the moment something happens 
because nothing can ever be perfectly planned for. We 
have to be conceptual. We want to plan for the process 
leading up to the threat.”

Lamb thanked the board for approving the trip saying 
that training and education of that type isn’t frequent 
locally.

He said one of the most eye opening things to him was 
in regard to drug and alcohol activity.

“One of the most eye opening to me was an expert 
who was speaking on gangs and drugs and he said as 
kids walk through the door you can see things from the 
clothing the kids are wearing and how they’re wearing 
it,” he said. “I haven’t been looking at that at all, but it 
kind of opens your eyes as the kids walk through the 
door. A year ago, I wouldn’t even have known that some 
of the stuff they are wearing is actually references to 
drugs and alcohol. That’s pretty sneaky stuff.”

He asked the board to be advocates for the safety mea-
sures in the district or to be involved in the discussions 
and asked the district to commit to sending at least two 
representatives to the national safety conferences every 
year going forward.

He also talked about the P3 Campus program 
recently launched in the district. The program is an 
anonymous tip reporting app and is also web based and 
allows reporting on just about anything from pet abuse 
to sex abuse to bullying in a completely anonymous 
format.

“I’ve been the point person in the district and the 
lady we’ve been working with is a parent in the Sandy 
Hook district who’s children weren’t hurt in that shoot-
ing fortunately, but she has moved and become the 
point person for this company,” Lamb said.

“I think it will be a tool for us that we can start to de-
termine trends. People will be comfortable in reporting 
those things to us and we can further investigate and 
hopefully do something about it.”

Lamb also said the district needs to change the way 
they do lockdowns and schedule them for more ran-
dom times.

“We have been doing lockdown drills the same way 
for the past 20 years and we talked about it in the 
administrative council to switch that up and do it at 
inappropriate times. Shooters would come in not when 
everyone is safe in the classrooms, they would do it 
when students are up and moving around. So we need 
to make these more spontaneous as to when we have 
them.”

Board member Jared Hotop asked what kind of prod-
ucts the school had for securing doors.

Lamb said the the district has several types of locks 
on doors and numerous devices but not all rooms have 
them.

Slater said the P3 campus was the best tool they could 
bring in for the money, but the threat assessment team 
would look at all the options to see what makes the 
most sense for them.

In other action, the board
• heard from district business manager Sandy Elmore 

on FY 2017 final reports and approved the reports.
• approved Tim Wondra as the new board president. 

Timm Lamb didn’t seek re-election. Jillian Troxel was 
elected to the board and Wondra and Gayla Young 
were re-elected to their position. Young was approved 
as the new vice president. Both are two year terms.

School officials say collaboration 
is key to security progress

SECURITY - Continued from Page 1

“One of the things I’ve seen now, 
and my eyes are very open to, is 

your plan goes right out the door the 
moment something happens
because nothing can ever be

perfectly planned for.”
 -Brent Zirkel,

FMMS Asst. Principal

http://kempkerstruevalue.com/
http://www.webesalsa.com
http://shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
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Public Notices/Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 
September 26, 2017

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

9:00 A.M.
LOCATION:

North Lee Office
Building, 933 Avenue H,
Fort Madison, IA 52627

AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Consider Approval of 

Tuesday, September 19, 
2017 Board Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Consider Approval of28E 

Agreement with Iowa De-
partment of Transportation 
for the Treasurer’s Office

Consider Approval of 
Application for Placement 
of Tourist Oriented Signs 
Along Keokuk Rifle Trail 
Consider Approval of Sec-
ond Reading of Summary 
of Ordinances and Possi-
bly Waive Third Reading 
Consider Approval of Tax 

Abatement Resolutions (2) 
Consider Approval of 

Resolution Setting Public 
Hearing for Sale of 725 
South 16th Street in Keokuk 
Personnel Actions:

A. Step Increase-Health 
Department
B. Step Increase-Con-
servation

Reports:
A. Recorder’s Report of 
Fees Collected

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Meeting Notice

CITY OF FORT
MADISON

Planning and Zoning 
Commission

WILL MEET ON 
Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017

6:00 PM  AT THE     
Council Chambers,
City Hall- 811 Ave E
TO DISCUSS THE

FOLLOWING:
AGENDA

	 1. Roll Call
	 2. Approval of 

minutes 8/29/17 meeting 
	 3. Non-agenda item 

comments
	 4. Zoning Code 

Amendment: Changes to 
residential setbacks.

	 5. Old Business: 
None.

	 6. Other/New Busi-
ness

	 7. Adjournment

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

September 15, 2017
The Great River Regional 

Waste Authority met on Sep-
tember 15, 2017 at Connec-
tion Bank(Conference room) 
in Fort Madison, Iowa at 
6:30 A.M. to conduct a regu-
lar monthly meeting.

ALL VOTES UNAMI-
MOUS UNLESS OTHER-

WISE INDICATED.
The meeting was called to 

order at 6:45 A.M.
Present:  Brad Randolph, 

Marc Lindeen and Gary 
Adam.  Roger Bryant and 
Rick Larkin were absent.

Motion to approve the Au-
gust 18, 2017 meeting min-
utes was made by Lindeen, 
seconded by Randolph

Public Comments:  None
Motion to approve the 

General Manager’s report 
made by Randolph, second-
ed by Lindeen.

Motion to approve the 
Business Manager’s report 
made by Randolph, second-
ed by Adam.

Motion to approve Reso-
lution #171, Use of Con-
nection bank for depositing 
public funds. Motion made 
by Lindeen, seconded by 
Adam.

Motion to approve Barker/
Lemar to conduct a settle-
ment correction/accommo-
dation plan in the amount of 
$22,950.00. Motion made 
by Lindeen, seconded by 
Randolph.

Motion to approve the 
Expenditure report made 
by Lindeen, seconded by 
Adam.

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

Saturday, Sept. 30th
7:30pm

BRAD & STEPH

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday

thru
Saturday 5:00pm Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon

1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Other Business:  None

• Scholarships to local High School Seniors
• Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA)

• Operation Warm (Coat Project)
• Central Park

• International Projects
• Polio Plus

• Community Grant Matches
• Riverview Games

When you support your Rotary, you support

1 Dozen Roses

Delivered

Only $20ea

Orders accepted through 
Sept. 26 & will be delivered 

by Oct. 13

Contact any FM Rotary Club member or 
Call Matt (563) 650-5272
or Janelle (319) 470-4011

Love planted a rose,
and the world turned sweet.

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.leecounty.org
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Classifieds

Open Houses
Wednesday, September 27

4:30pm-5:45pm

508 2nd Street, West Point
Listing #20166751

Hosted by Lori Sproul

111 Lakeview Road, West Point
Listing #23006121
Hosted by Jill Kruse

2116 Avenue E
Listing #20166514

Hosted by Judy Holterhaus

2732 Avenue L
Listing #20166835

Hosted by Nicole Panther

610 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA

319-372-1919
www.keepinglivesmoving.com

2808 Avenue I
Listing #20166054

Hosted by Kara Morrow

6pm-7:15pm

2723 Avenue C
Listing #20165619

Hosted by Lori Sproul

20 Cindy Drive
Listing #20166834
Hosted by Jill Kruse

4943 Grandview Lane
Listing #20167146

Hosted by Kara Morrow

2628 Avenue H
Listing #20166588

Hosted by Judy Holterhaus

36 Oak Drive
Listing #20165002

Hosted by Nicole Panther
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choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

319-246-1294
Like Us On Facebook!

JOB FAIR
Tues., Sept. 26th
10:00am - 2:00pm
at Bagcraft Papercon
2068 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison

We place people first!

Team Staffing is hosting a job fair at Bagcraft Papercon. 
Multiple placement opportunites are available. 

Plant Tours

On-Site Interviews!

Giveaways
Refreshments

Executive Director

United Way of the Great River Region which serves Lee 
County in Iowa, Hancock County in Illinois and Clark Coun-
ty in Missouri is seeking an Executive Director to manage all 
aspects of a non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
lives in the area of health, education and financial stability.
  
Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Exec-
utive Director is responsible for all administrative, fund-
raising, fund distribution, operations, donor and commu-
nity relations of the organization. The Executive Director 
is also responsible for developing key external and inter-
nal collaborations, partnerships, relationships and grant 
writing which include the Board of Directors, community 
partners, leaders and staff. The Executive Director will 
manage full-time and part-time staff as well as multiple 
volunteers with various responsibilities as aligned with 
the UWGRR strategic plan.  College degree with major 
in business, management or marketing is encouraged.  
Non-profit experience, particularly with United Way a plus.

This is a full-time salaried position.  Salary is negotiable.  
Benefits include vacation and sick pay.   United Way of 
the Great River Region is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Send letters of application and resumes to: 
Pam Bierwirth, UWGRR President  

pam-bierwirth@hotmail.com
or PO Box 251, Keokuk, IA  52632 

Deadline for application is September 30, 2017

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE

Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125
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To Contact Us regarding 
this Job, Scan this QR 
Code. For best results, 
please have the 
Job Number and/or 
Project Manager name 
available.

Everybody 
hates
you.

You don’t see 
bullying like  
this every day. 

Your kids do.

Teach your kids how to   
be more than  
a bystander. 

Learn how at 

StopBullying.gov
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T
:2

1
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1.875 x .875

1.875 X 2.25 1.875 X 2.5 1.875 X 2.625 1.875 X 2.75 1.875 X 2.875
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1.875 X 1.875 1.875 X 2

1.875 x 1 1.875 x 1.25 1.875 x 1.625 1.875 x 1.751.875 x 1.51.875 x 1.375

1 COLUMN ADS

WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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Of the WEEKHome

$134,900
Listing #20166051

530 Avenue C
Fort Madison, Iowa

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage
Want a room with a view? Well this house provides that from 6 of the 8 rooms in 
the house!! A beautiful RIVERVIEW...AND a completely updated 3 bedroom, 2 
LARGE bath home. From the amazing living room & dining room to the new kitch-
en...from the stunning walnut hardwood floors to the beautiful new interior doors...
this house offers it all!! New kitchen with Amish made cabinets & countertops, light-
ing, stair treads, rail & banister, hardwood, quartz countertops in up bath, walk-in 
closet (that has been fully customized)off dressing room, air tub in master bath and 
so much more!!!! New retaining walls were put in 2013. This is a definite MUST see 
home!!! And by the way...536 Ave. C can be purchased with this as a package deal!!!!

Click here to see all the pictures & to learn more.

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of 
great listings in the area
and we can show all of 

them to you.
Give us a call today

or click here to search 
them!

http://seia.rapmls.com
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From the Front

She got her interest in 
dancing before she was a 
teenager after attending a 
class with a friend.

“I was 11 and my friend 
took me to her jazz class 
and I thought it was awe-
some,” she said. “And then 
I saw the video of one of 
my recitals and I was like, 
‘Mom, why would you let 
me do that?”. I was dis-
traught for a couple days 
and then that summer I 
enrolled in as much dance 
as I could and became 
very passionate about it. 
My parents were very sup-
portive and told me that 
to get better I would have 
to get as much experience 
as possible.”

Her father, Jared, is 
retired Army, and moved 
the family to the area 
in 2010 when he took a 
position with Pinnacle. 
He now works for Griffin 
Wheel in Keokuk as a 
maintenance supervisor. 
Alexis said her parents 
have worked hard their 
whole life, sometimes 
upwards of 70 or 80 
hours a week raising their 
family. It was their goal to 
someday have their own 
business.

“They had been looking 
in the Keokuk area for a 
business and had thought 
about doing gourmet 
popcorn or something 
like that,” Alexis said.

“We grew up a dance 
family and my mom was 
a dancer growing up and 
she wanted to at some 
point have a studio, she 
went to school for busi-
ness and had kids and 
it got put off but we just 
kept going on with life. 
We just kind of got on 
the path of it. We were 
originally going to open 
in Illinois, but they are 
doing some crazy things 
with their taxes.”

Alexis has been teach-
ing on and off for the past 
eight years and has taken 
a program at a junior high 
in Seattle to a national 
competition. She says 
that’s where she really 
grew as an instructor and 
developed her passion.  
She said her sister Alecia 
is now teaching younger 
classes of dance at the 
studio and her youngest 
sister Alysea is getting 
in as much performing 
as possible before taking 
over some classes and 
possibly traveling to Japan 
to learn instruction there 
as well.

   “My little sister is su-
per into it, and I think her 
plans are to have a com-
peting tumbling team, but 
right now we’re just doing 
recreational tumbling 
instruction.”

Her arents purchased 
the building and own the 

apartments upstairs and 
have been involved in the 
project from the begin-
ning, including coordinat-
ing the renovation work.

Sperber said she hopes 
someday her parents can 
use the business to retire 
so she can give back to 
them for all that she’s 
given to them.

“My parents have been 
working very, very hard 
my whole life, I mean like 
70 and 80 hours a week. 
I was very supportive 
of them opening this so 
maybe they didn’t have to 
work so hard,” she said. “I 
always assumed, we had 
talked about opening a 
studio jokingly like ‘Oh.. 
how great would that 
be’. So I always thought 
I would be doing some-
thing like this but in a 
bigger city. But we kept 
putting it on the table as 
something we all wanted 
and I was pretty hesitant 
because I had to think 
forward for 10 years 
and I was like “What?...I 
don’t know this area, 
or these people and we 
hadn’t done a whole lot of 
research in Fort Madison, 
but I could see with the 
activity going on here that 
the town was growing, 
which is great.”

She said the name 
Velocity was lost on her 

at first, but she started to 
think about the speed of 
life and how fast the world 
turns and then the name 
was perfect, and came up 
with a logo.

“I thought of this logo 
and then my sister made 
it on Word and took it to 
our guy and he was able 
to put this together and 
it’s just amazing,” Sperber 
said.

The logo is a picture of 
the world with dancers in 
different poses along the 
circumference.

Now Sperber has set 
a goal for 100 registered 
dancers before the end of 
the year and right now the 
studio has about 30.

Sperber said she wants 
to offer a different set up 
than other schools by 
introducing dancers to 
competitive dancing at 
younger ages. She said 
most other schools offer 
combo classes for younger 
students so they get ex-
posed to different styles.

“What I’m hearing from 
dancers locally is that a lot 
of the kids can’t compete 
until they get to a certain 
age, but we want to try to 
get ages 5 to 18 to com-
pete,” she said.

She’s also offering some 
yoga classes with new 
classes set to begin Oct. 3 
with a morning and early 
afternoon class.

“I picked up the yoga to 
keep busy and I became 
really passionate about it 
and it’s been getting a lot 
of attention recently from 
the adult crowd, which I 
really appreciate.”

Sperber said the best 
way to get more infor-
mation or to contact the 
studio is via its website 
at www.velocitydance-
andtumbling.com or on 
their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/velocitydancean-
dtumbling/.

Memberships are paid 
on a monthly basis and 
adults have the option for 
punch cards which can 
be used to try different 
classes and styles to find 
their favorites.

10/24  Parkview Apts.  
           West Point
 10:00am-Noon

10/26  LCHD  

 (#3 John Bennett Drive)

 Ft. Madison
           Noon-5:30pm

Lee County Health Department - 2017 FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE
10/2  Newberry Center 
         Ft. Madison
         8:30am-Noon

10/3  Twin Oaks Apts. 
         Denmark
         8:30am-10:00am

10/5  Deer Meadow 
         Keokuk
         8:30am-9:30am

10/10  Hotel Iowa 
           Keokuk                  
  8:00am-9:00am

10/10 Hillview Village 
          Ft. Madison 
          10:30am-12:30pm

10/10  West Point Public 
           Library 
           1:00pm-3:00pm

10/12 Mississippi Terrace  
          Keokuk
          8:30am-10:00am

10/12 River Terrace  
          Keokuk
          8:30am-10:00am

10/12 United Methodist  
          Church
          Donnellson
          10:30am-11:30am

10/12 Trinity United  
          Methodist
 Keokuk
          Noon-4:30pm

10/16  Montrose Public 
           Library 
           8:00am-11:00am

10/18  Donnellson
           Public Library
           11:30am-1:30pm

10/19  Eagle Bluff Apts. 
           Ft. Madison
           9:00am-10:00am

10/19  Heritage Center
           Keokuk
           10:00am-Noon

10/19  Rose Michael  
           Gardens 
           Ft. Madison
           1:00pm-2:30pm

Please bring your 
Medicare card with 

you to the clinic.
Private Pay cost $25

Any questions please call 
(319)372-5225 

www.leecountyhd.org

LIKE us on Facebook

Family has role in getting studio off the ground

Alexis Sperber has launched a competitive dance studio in downtown 
Fort Madison. The studio opened Aug. 23 and is now taking students. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

DANCE - Continued from Page 1

http://www.velocitydanceandtumbling.com
http://www.velocitydanceandtumbling.com
https://www.facebook.com/velocitydanceandtumbling
https://www.facebook.com/velocitydanceandtumbling
https://www.facebook.com/velocitydanceandtumbling
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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