INSIDE TODAY:

U of I student offers views on mental
health, gun control issues.

See page 6
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CL student arrested after school threat

Student made threats on school trip about wanting to commit
violent act againt the school with a firearm

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCCEDITOR

DONNELLSON - According to Lee County Sheriff
Stacy Weber a Central Lee High School student has
been arrested this afternoon after an investigation into
a threat to commit an assault involving a firearm at the
school.

Detectives were called to the Central Lee High
School immediately after school officials had learned
of the threat. The student was interviewed and sub-

sequently arrested and charged with
harassment in the first degree, an aggra-
vated misdemeanor. The student is also
under 18 years of age, therefore author-
ities are not required by Iowa Code to
release the name.

Weber said the parents of the student
have been extremely cooperative and have
surrendered all their firearms to local law enforcement.
The Lee County Sheriff’s department released a state-
ment on Facebook, citing a tech issue with the depart-

WEBER

LCHD chaplains help times of passing

Submitted article

FORT MADISON - At
points in our lives the
unknown can be daunt-
ing. The unexpected
can cause anxiety and
fears. When it comes
to Hospice, end-of-life
care can be uncharted
territory for patients and
their loved ones. The
Hospice Chaplain looks
to be not only spiritual
guidance, but a friend a
patient and their family
may need to help them
on this journey.

Lee County Health
Department — Hospice
is fortunate to have
two Hospice Chaplains
to work with families.

Photo courtesy of LCHD-Hospice

Fort Madison pastor John Simpson, of First Christian Church in Fort
Madison, talks with a family member as part of his services with the
Lee County Health Department’s Hospice program.

clients and their fami- it known to Gilbert. “I

our Hospice Chaplain,
and John Simpson, First
Christian Church in
Fort Madison, has been

Larry Wallingford, )

Living Water Assem- Tefm since 2000. '
bly of God in Keokuk, Having two chaplains
recently joined the team S Part of our hospice

in September 2017 as team allows us to better

serve our client base,”
said Teresa Gilbert,
LCHD Hospice Program
Director. “Both go above

lies” believe I have the skill
For Pastor Wallingford set, compassion, growth,

the call to be a Hospice =~ maturity and integrity

Chaplain happened to serve in the position,

when he spoke with
Gilbert at a funeral. He
felt a calling to work

and so far it has been
an enjoyable experience
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ment’s email service. The Facebook post had more than
55,000 views and 200 shares within 24 hours.

“The investigation is ongoing, but we felt the public
needed to know the threat was taken seriously and
charges were filed immediately, Weber said. “The
Sherift’s office would like to assure the public that steps
have been taken to ensure the safety of our school and
the students who attend it

A statement placed on the district Facebook page
stated the following:

“On Friday, February 23rd, the district was provided
an anonymous tip about a high school student who,
at a recent school activity trip, made verbal threats of
committing an act of violence with a weapon. Upon

See ARREST, page 3

Study shows FMCH’S.l>
impact on economy

BY PCC STAFF

DES MOINES - A recent study shows the local,
regional and state economic impact of having a local
hospital in Fort Madison.

According to the latest study by the Iowa Hospital
Association, Fort Madison Community Hospital cur-
rently generates 494 jobs that add $45,255,271 to Lee
County’s economy, . In addition, FMCH employees
by themselves spend $10,981,954 on retail sales and
contribute $658,917 in state sales tax revenue.

“We understand the vital role Fort
Madison Community Hospital plays in
the economic success of Lee County. We
continue to focus on providing quality
health care and a safe, engaging place
for our employees to work while main-
taining financial viability. We are proud
to be an integral part of the communi-
ty, said Jeremy Alexander, President/ CEO of FMCH.

“FMCH is definitely an important contributor to the
strength of the Lee County economy. We are fortunate
to have such a robust employer, community partner
and provider of quality health care services in Lee
County; said Tim Gobble, Executive Director of the
Fort Madison Partners.

The IHA study examined the jobs, income, retail
sales and sales tax produced by hospitals and the rest
of the state’s health care sector. The study was com-
piled from hospital-submitted data on the American
Hospital Association’s Annual Survey of Hospitals and

See FMCH, page 2
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Health News/Current-Lee

(CURRENT-LEE
Rainbolt family holding
benefit to offset sons final

expenses

FORT MADISON - A benefit is being planned for
expenses related to the death of Dakotah Rainbolt on
March 3, 2018 at the Fort Madison Eagles, 4822 Ave-
nue O. from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m.

As part of the benefit a $10 raffle is being held for a
quarter side of beef from Dave’s Old Fashioned Meats.
Contact Gary’s Trading Post at 319-561-1132 for more
information or tickets.

Subscribe to
#PCC today " -
Free and Paid I ™ ..
Options Available. L]

Health care sector vital
to lowa economy

FMCH - Continued from Page 1

with software that other
industries have used to
determine their econom-
ic impact.

The study found that
Iowa hospitals directly
employ 74,691 people
and create another 57,586
jobs outside the hospi-
tal sector. As an income
source, hospitals provide
$4.8 billion in salaries
and benefits and gener-
ate another $2.3 billion
through other jobs that
depend on hospitals.

In all, Iowa’s health care
sector, which includes
offices of physicians,
dentists and other health
practitioners, nursing

home and residential
care, other medical
and health services and
pharmacies, contributes
$17 billion to the state
economy while directly
and indirectly providing
330,308 jobs, or about 20
percent of the state’s total
non-farm employment.
“Hospitals and health
care are vital to the
economy in all parts of
the state, both urban and
rural,” said THA president
and CEO Kirk Norris.
“With more than 330,000
jobs, health care is one of
Towa’s largest employers,
and hospitals remain, by
far, the biggest contrib-

utor to that enormous
impact.

“In Iowa cities and
counties, hospitals are
uniformly among the
largest employers. Those
jobs bring income to
Main Street businesses
and support local gov-
ernment services and
infrastructure through
taxes”

As possible cuts to
Medicaid and Medicare
are contemplated, hos-
pital services and jobs
are put at risk — and with
them a large swath of the
Iowa economy.

“These facts need to
be front-of-mind among

our political leaders in
Washington, DC and
Des Moines. They need
to understand that when
legislation and regula-
tions financially impact
hospitals and health care,
they also impact jobs and
business in every part of
the state”

The Iowa Hospital
Association is a voluntary
membership organization
representing hospital and
health system interests
to business, government
and consumer audiences.
All of Iowa’s 118 com-
munity hospitals are IHA
members.

NERIV ! '\

TOUR INCLUDES:

Tour includes:

« Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach
Transportation

 On-board Friendly Host

« 3 Nights Hotel Accommodations

« 6 Meals (3B, 1L, 2D)

APRIL 24-27, 2018

Join Trailways Travel as we head east for this one-of-a-kind experience!
Prepare to be amazed as we explore this life-sized reconstruction of
Noah's Ark and the Creation Museum. We'll also visit the Newport
Aquarium on the Levee as well as the Garden of Hope.

* Ark Encounter Admission

» Newport Aquarium Admission
* Creation Museum Admission
 Garden of Hope Admission
Single- $815 per person

Double - $590 per person

$15 club membership discount

To view a full day-by-day detailed itinerary, please visit us online at
www.TrailwaysTravel.com

CHICAGO CUBS 2018

WRIGLEY FIELD // CHICAGO, IL

Trailways Travel is now taking reservations for our 2018 Wrigley Field fours!
For a full list of available games, and to make reservations
visit us online at www.TrailwaysTravel.com
or give us a call M-F between 8:30 and 5:00

(319) 753-2864 Ext. 162

3211 Divison St  Burlington, IA 52601
www.TrailwaysTravel.com

Serving Southeast Iowa with over 150 Years of
combined experience in residential, commercial
and agriculture real estate!

View our listings: www.seia.rapmls.com

TREASURED

Wishing you a
wonderful

NEW YEAR

filled with many

MOMENTS!

902 Avenue G
Ft. Madison, Ia
319-372-4040

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.
To learn more about the following programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

» Hospice
e Homecare
e Wellness

e Senior Health
¢ Environmental Health

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, IA

¢ I-Smile Silver®
e Immunizations
e Child / Adolescent Health

* Emergency Preparedness

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

o 1st Five
e HOPES
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Area News/Lottery Numbers

Further information
may be forthcoming
from county attorney

ARREST - Continued from Page 1

receiving this tip, the district administration acted immediately and contacted the
Lee County Sherift’s Office.

The district searched the student’s locker, computer, and personal belongings but
found no weapon or evidence of a plan to commit an act of violence. The student
was interviewed by local Lee County Sherift detectives. Information has been turned
over to the county attorney for any criminal charges. The student has been suspend-
ed from school grounds and activities for the near future. The district administra-
tion will make a determination of the student’s enrollment at Central Lee after a full
investigation is completed.

Safety and security are the utmost importance for the Central Lee School District.
The district encourages our stakeholders to alert us of any suspicious activity or ver-
bal/written threats. By working together, we can make our community and schools
safe for our students.”

Weber said further information may be provided by the Lee County Attorney’s
Office at a later date.

— IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You

2/24
14 23 35 50 52
Star Ball: 2
All Star Bonus: 4
|OWQ’S
( *;T;*M Gi
IMILLIONS.
wiTH
2/23 2/24
7111319 58 24 25 38 62 63
Mega Ball: 9 Powerball: 6
Megaplier: 4 Power Play: 2
iowa
2/23 MID-DAY 2/23 MID-DAY
065 6800
2/23 EVENING 2/23 EVENING
2438 8957
2/24 MID-DAY 2/24 MID-DAY
373 5874
2/24 EVENING 2/24 EVENING
482 9255

Pen City Current encourages you
to play responsibly.

TI?@

Thank you to all of our customers who helped us
reduce our environmental footprint in 2017!

Great River Regional Waste Authority is
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage
our environmental footprint and help educate our
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:

Click Here

For your convenience:
10 cities

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane
Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Visit Us Online! - www.grrwa.com - facebook.com/grrwa
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U of | student from Florida writes on gun control

To the Editor:

You ask why we want gun control. What our defini-
tion of ‘reasonable’ is. What this will mean for all of the
other gun owners, the ones with licenses and safes and
use their guns for hunting and sport. I've got plenty of
questions for you, but I'll save them for the end.

We want gun control because a gun is a tool, an
instrument, yes, but it is a weapon. It is designed to kill.
When you pull the trigger, you are triggering (yes. This
is where the name comes from.) an explosion that then
propels a projectile out of the barrel of the gun. These
projectiles fly at an average speed of 2,500 feet per second
(which is around 1,700 miles per hour.) Putting that in
perspective, an F-16’s speed at the maximum altitude of
9.32 miles is 1,500 miles per hour. The speed of sound in
air is 767 miles per hour. We require the people who fly
these planes to be extensively trained, scrutinized, and
tested. We require them to have background checks and
mental fitness tests. In 2017, 170 people were killed from
military aircraft accidents involving planes like the one
mentioned above from around the world. Let me make
this clear: 170 people were killed in total around the
entire world in 2017 from military aircraft accidents or
incidents. The Gun Violence Archive is an “independent
data collection and research group with no affiliation
with any advocacy organization”’According to the Gun
Violence Archive, in 2017 there were 15,593 deaths from
guns and another 31,185 were injured IN THE UNITED
STATES ALONE.

In Florida, the only requirement for owning a gun is
that you be 18 years old. You do not need a permit to
purchase a gun. You do not need to register a firearm- in
fact, it is ILLEGAL for any person to. “Florida prohib-
its the knowing or willful keeping of any list, record or
‘registry of privately owned firearms or their owners.” The

only thing you need a permit for is to carry a concealed
handgun. To be fair, there is a three-day waiting period
before purchasing a handgun. Criminal background
checks are allowed but not required in 62 of the 67 coun-
ties in Florida. “The Florida Constitution, Art VIII Sec.
5(b), permits counties to enact ordinances that require a
criminal history records check and a 3 to 5-day waiting
period when any part of a firearm sale is conducted on
property to which the public has the “right of access”,
such as at a gun show conducted on public property.
These local option ordinances may not be applied to
holders of a concealed weapons permit/license. Only
Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Hillsborough, and

Volusia counties have enacted such ordinances.”

The Air Force requirements to QUALIFY to be a pilot
of the planes mentioned above are much more stringent:

“QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY

MINIMUM EDUCATION

Bachelor’s degree

QUALIFICATIONS

Knowledge of theory of flight, air navigation, meteo-
rology, flying directives, aircraft operating procedures
and mission tactics [This means taking a five-hour,
380-question test]

Completion of Air Force Specialized Undergraduate
Pilot Training [12 weeks of rigorous physical training,
high standards of conduct, and field leadership exercises]

Completion of a Single Scope Background Investiga-
tion (SSBI) [This involves speaking to family and friends,
coworkers, and thorough examination of their life]

Additional requirements specific to specialty

Completion of Officer Training School (OTS), Air
Force Academy (AFA) or Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps (AFROTC)

Must have begun pilot training between the ages of 18
and 29”

“But flying a plane and shooting a gun have nothing
else in common.”

Okay. Let’s talk about things that are harder to get than
guns.

When you buy cold medicine like Sudafed, Mu-
cinex-D, and Zyrtec-D, you not only have to show iden-
tification to establish that you are over the age of 18, but
the purchase is logged in a database and personal infor-
mation is kept about you for AT LEAST two years. There
is also a regulation on how much of these drugs you can
buy- no more than nine grams in thirty days. These reg-
ulations are imposed because of the active ingredient in
these kinds of medicine, pseudoephrine. This is the same
ingredient used in crystal meth.

In 2015, the CDC released new statistics on drug
consumption. This is the most recent data, and it states
that around 4,500 people died from methamphetamine
overdose in 2015. That same year, 13,516 people died as
the result of a gun. These statistics are for all metham-
phetamines, not just crystal meth.

“It’s regulated because of all of the people using it.”

Okay. Let’s go back to crystal meth. The United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime says that 24.7 million people
abuse crystal meth. It doesn't specify whether that is in
the United States or in the world, but it doesn’t matter
too much because of this next statistic.

There are over 300 million guns in the United States.

Another example. It is harder to ADOPT A PUPPY
than it is to buy a gun in Florida. “Prospective adopters
must be 21, bring two forms of identification — a gov-
ernment-issued ID and a proof of address — but, unlike
gun buyers, may be asked to provide personal references.
To make sure that the pet is not going to a dysfunctional
home, some pet organizations like the Big Dog Ranch
Rescue in Wellington, Fla., also have one of their team
members perform a home visit before handing over the
pet”

We've already been through how easy it is to buy a gun
in Florida. Let’s look at other states.

California is known for having very strict gun laws. To
purchase a gun (which must be done through a dealer
and must be a “California legal” firearm), a customer
must apply through the California Department of Justice,
provide proof of residency, the dealer must conduct
a background check, and then go through a ten day
waiting period after purchase before actually being able
to own the gun. In private transfers, in which the per-
son providing the gun is a licensed dealer in the state
of California, the party must complete both a Private
Party Transfer form and the dealer submits a Dealer’s
Record of Sales form. The ten day period is still intact.
All handgun purchasers (excluding private party trans-
fers and Certificate of Eligibility holders) are limited to
one handgun purchase per 30 days. To buy a handgun,
the party must have a Firearm Safety Certificate, which
is obtained through taking a written test proctored by a
DQJ instructor and is valid for only five years. They must
also perform a Safe Handling Demonstration. The FSC
requirement applies to all firearms. If a party wants to
buy a gun in Nevada and bring it back to California, they
would have to go through a registered Federal Firearms
License who would ship it to another Federal Firearms
License in California, who would then complete the
Dealer’s Record of Sales form and the ten day period is
intact. This doesn’t nearly cover all of California’s gun
laws, but you get the idea.

California is number eight on the CDC’s index of
firearm mortalities from 2016. Florida is number 25.
While California had more deaths total, Florida had
more deaths per person. California had 7.9. Florida had
12.6. With a higher population, higher percentage of
immigrants (29% vs. 19.5% in 2014), and cities known
for violence, California had less deaths from firearms per
person. Because of their gun laws. Because of the laws

See LETTER, page 8

LASAGNA DINNER

Thursday, March 1 - 5:30 to 6:30

Includes salad, lasagna, garlic bread,
dessert and drink

Free will donation

Benefit for the Alzheimer’s Association

2210 Avenue H ¢ Fort Madison
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Hospice program helping pastors - help families

HOSPICE - Continued from Page 1

working with the hospice team.

When Pastor Simpson arrived in Fort
Madison, as a new pastor he was called
on to see if he would have any interest
in serving on the hospice team. “I was
intrigued by the offer, however being
the new guy in town I wanted to get my
bearings with my new church and my
new community, so I agreed to help out
on an as-needed basis” Simpson said.

He has been called on many times to
talk with families, and to participate in
the Hospice Tree of Love ceremonies.

Starting the
Conversation

Part of the hospice journey for a
chaplain involves the navigation of
finding a commonality between them
and the patient and family. Both
Simpson and Wallingford agree that
they will spend time just letting the
patient do the talking. Asking ques-
tions about how they met their spouse,
how long they’ve lived in the area, what
sort of work they did - all these seem
to bring people together and to ease
into possibly more difficult topics like
dying and heaven. “I want them to feel
safe in sharing whatever they have on
their mind and in their heart,” states
Wallingford. “I try to focus on the basic
needs of every person is loved and
wants to be loved, and also valued and
cared for. If I am able to do that then
we find that common ground”

Simpson says he loves a good story.
“I try to get them to share memories.
The more they talk, the better I like it
He also tries to bring the family in on
the conversation. He has watched chil-
dren learn things about their parents
that they didn’t know about. “It truly is
a remarkable thing how at this point in
their journey they are still learning new
things about each other. Memories that
they can carry with them.”

The Elephant in the Room
For some, hospice can be a realiza-
tion of what is to come. For those who
practice a religion, and for those who

don’t, entering hospice can bring up
the “what’s next” question.

“I don’t avoid the subject of death,
nor do I focus on it entirely;” Simpson
said. “I let them tell me their feelings,
share their faith traditions, and how
they feel about things, particularly
about dying”

It is sort of that elephant in the room.
The subject that should be discussed,
but the one many don’t want to. Simp-
son keeps in mind that death is the one
thing everyone has in common.

For those who haven’t practiced
their religion in a while, and for those
who don't believe, the LCHD-Hospice
Chaplains are still available for those
who would like to visit.

Simpson said he will ask a family if
they would like to pray.

“Some take me up on the offer, and
some don't, which is completely fine,”
he said.

Wallingford has had families who
wish to pray about non-related hospice
issues. He feels that at this stage of life
some feel forgotten.

“I've only worked in hospice for a
short time, but even for their families,
there is a sense of being overlooked.”
Wallingford said, “So I try to send a
note so they know I've remembered
them, and that I am praying for them.”

Celebration of Life

As pastors, they see firsthand work-
ing with families through the lifespan.
Meeting with a young couple who is
preparing for marriage. Then seeing
that couple start a family and see-
ing families grow through the many
celebrations of life, including the
celebration of life at a funeral. For
Wallingford, working in hospice has
taught him to slow down and take time
to value life, and that is something he
tries to express in his visits.

“Life is so short. It’s here and then
it’s gone.” he said, “It's amazing what
a short phone call, a note, a card, or a
short visit does to encourage people at
the end of their life” Those small ges-
tures mean something not only to the

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Larry Wallingford of Living Water Assembly of God in Keokuk works
with family members as part of his role with the Lee County Health De-

partment’s Hospice program.

patient, but to the family as well”

Simpson said no matter the path one
takes the end is the same for everyone.

“In my position as a pastor, and as a
hospice chaplain, we are invited into
the personal lives of one’s life journey.
It may be toward the end of that jour-
ney, but we are still on the path togeth-
er;” Simpson said.

Lee County Health Department -
Hospice began offering hospice ser-

vices in 1989; making them the first
hospice in Southeast Iowa. They serve
Lee, Des Moines, Henry, Van Buren
counties in Jowa, and Hancock and
Henderson counties in Illinois. For
more information on the Lee County
Health Department-Hospice services
call (319)372-5225 or visit www.lee-

countyhd.org.

Lee County Health Department - Hospice

Hospice Volunteer Training
Providing Comfort on the
Journey Home

March 6 - March 27, 2018

4 Tuesday Evenings
6:00-9:00pm
Lee County Health
Department office

No fee to the general public. To register, call
Lee County Health Dept.-Hospice at (319)372-5225 or
(800)458-6672 by March 2.

Volunteers are needed in lowa counties of Lee, Henry,
Van Buren, Des Moines and in lllinois counties of
Hancock & Henderson.

#3 John Bennett Drive ~ PO Box 1426
Ft. Madison, |IA 52627
www.leecountyhd.org ~ LIKE us on Facebook
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We Think You Should

SMILE MORE!

We'll be happy to help you polish up your smile

so you can share it with the world.

Schedule your appointment today.
www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates Fort Madison Family Dentistry New London Dental Care
319-753.2515 319-372-3614 319-367-2311
Mediapolis Dental Care Burlington Family Dentistry

319-394-3255 319-752-7993
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Classifieds/Public Notices

the classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Mic
Night 7

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

YOUR AD
HERE

(319)371.4125

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

We have a great selection.

As life changes, so do your
needs. Let State Farm Bank®
help with a mortgage that fits
your life and your budget. Let us
help you make the right move.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank:

Some products and services not available in all areas. @

1001306.1 State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL LENBER

L
PeCeodSs
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319385 9707 . 888 485 9707

www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Protect your hottom line with

The Power of AgMax

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than
traditional farms and ranches. That's why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

= Producers who process, retail or direct market

= Fquine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding
and training

= Agritainment and agritourism
= Hunting and other farm-based recreation

Contact me today to learn how | can help you maximize
your insurance protection.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com

/B FARM BUREAU
'@ED. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Services GAO19 (12-14)

Western Agricultural Insurance Gompany*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financil

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term
rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym
Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms
Compassionate nursing staff

We’ll get you ready to:

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

Notice is hereby given
that a public hearing will be
held by the Fort Madison
City Council at 5:30 P.M.
on Tuesday, March 6, 2018,
at the Council Chambers of
Fort Madison City Hall at
811 Avenue E, Fort Madison
concerning the Fiscal Year
2018-19 Budget. Copies
of the detailed proposed
budget may be obtained or
viewed at the offices of the
Mayor, City Clerk and at the
Library.

You may obtain further
information or express your
views concerning this issue
either in person or through
an authorized representa-
tive at the public hearing,
or prior to the meeting by
fax at (319) 372-8661, by
telephone at (319) 372-
7700 ext. 206, by E-mail
at mblind@fortmadison-ia.
com or in writing to the Fort
Madison City Clerk, P.O.
Box 240, 811 Avenue E,
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627
no later than 4:30 PM on
March 6, 2018.

Melinda L. Blind

City Clerk

COMMERCIAL
SPACE

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Nice, friendly atmosphere, all
utilities included. Three offic-
es to pick from. Rent ranges
from $300 to $500, depend-
ing on the size. New paint
and carpet. Located at the
corner of 15th street and Ave
E (large white building — the
old St Clair Chiropractic of-
fice). Also have a Hair Salon
space available. Call 319-
470-8711.

HTC Foundation
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

The Holy Trinity Catholic
Schools Foundation Board is
looking to hire a Development
Director. This individual will
work with the Board to grow
the assets managed by the
Foundation. Email resumes
to Brian Foecke at bjfoecke@
ft.nyl.com. Resumes are due
by March 15th.

SALES
SUPERHERO
WANTED

»

Pen City Current has an ex-
citing opportunity in media
sales available for a cus-
tomer service maniac who is
goal-oriented and creative,
with a strong drive to suc-
ceed. Prior sales and media
experience is a plus, but not
necessary. Must be Inter-
net and social media savvy,
as well as highly computer
literate. If you love working
with people and thinking out-
side the box, this opportunity
could be perfect for you!

Pen City Current offers a fun,
rewarding, and family-like
working environment with
lots of flexibility. Our mission
is to help our customers suc-
ceed while providing #Hyper-
LocalSuperFresh content for
our readers 24/7. If you're
interested in learning more,
shoot us an email, message
us on Facebook, or DM us on
Twitter.

Subscribe to
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.



https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:bjfoecke@ft.nyl.com
mailto:bjfoecke@ft.nyl.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:mblind@fortmadison-ia.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Letter to the Editor/Weather

Student offers views on gun control,
mental health issues

LETTER - Continued from Page 6

the state has imposed on its citizens.

Ask for my sources. I'll give them to you. And if you
see something that you know to be incorrect, please tell
me. I'm open to changing my opinion. But these are the
facts that I have checked and double checked and that
I believe to be true and accurate. You can scream “Fake
News” all you want. You can say that I can’t possibly be
able to form this opinion on my own, that I'm being paid
to do this, that I am an actor. You can doubt that my
opinion should be broadcast to the media because I'm
seventeen, I haven’t graduated high school, I don't have
my college degree, I don’t have enough experience to
have an opinion. You're wrong.

I have the experience of waking up 1,000 miles
away from my little brother to find out that his school
was on lockdown because of a threat made by a sev-
enteen-year-old boy with a violent streak. I have the
experience of learning that there’s a rumor going around
my old high school that someone has a hit list in their
backpack and calling the school myself to make sure it
wasn't true, that my friends were safe, that my family
was safe. I have the experience of checking the news the
days after both of these threats to find headlines of local
newspapers talking about a new restaurant that opened
and the comic convention that’s coming into town. I have
the experience of people asking me if I'm okay, if I knew

anyone at Parkland, how close my house is to the school,
how I'm holding up and do I need to leave class to take a
mental health day?

What I haven’t gone through? The things that Cameron
Kasky, Emma Gonzalez, Sarah Chadwick, David Hogg,
and all of the survivors of the shooting that occurred
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. I haven’t
had to hide in a classroom from a CHILD with a deadly
weapon used by our own military to fight wars. I haven’t
had to pray to whatever God exists for mercy, for this to
please end, for whatever is happening to stop because I'm
scared. I have, however been through my own trauma.
And I can tell you that these children that you're trying
SO HARD to ignore will not go away because when we've
been hurt, when we're scared and determined and frus-
trated with the people who are supposed to know more
than we do we will never give up on changing something
we know is wrong.

We aren’t children anymore.

When you're mistaken for a shooter and arrested and
your thoughts go to the people you could have saved,
you've lost your childhood.

When you see your friend shot by a military-grade
weapon and you have to stay quiet so that you won't be
next, you've lost your childhood.

When a gunman is storming your school and you're
crying silently and hiding and praying, you've lost your
childhood.

<J

No one should have to.

Our gun laws were written over 200 years ago, when
the guns didn’t shoot 400 rounds per minute, when
ammunition wasn't easy to reload, when we didn’t have
what we have now. I believe that the citizens should have
the right to protect themselves from a tyrannical gov-
ernment. I do not believe that guns should be outlawed
completely. I believe that our gun situation today is out of
hand because we have more guns than we have peo-
ple, because so far, in 2018, we've had 18 active school
shootings, because the people or gun debate is still on the
table. We need restrictions.

I'm going to be able to vote in November. A lot of the
survivors of the shootings will be. You can bet that I'll be
rallying and campaigning and doing my best to reform
the laws in this country because right now they aren't
protecting us.

I said I had questions for you. Here they are. Do not
mistake them as sarcastic.

How many more will it take? How many more dead
children, dead students, dead teachers will it take before
you relent? How many more ‘mentally disturbed’ terror-
ists will it take for you to decide that enough is enough?
When will you realize that yes, it partially is a gun prob-
lem?

I'm not denying that there is definitely a component to
these shootings that doesn’t come from guns. The people
who carry these out are mentally ill. But the arguments
that says it's on the parents for not raising their children
properly, the arguments that say it's about morals, it’s
about the lack of God in our government, those argu-
ments are ridiculous. It’s about the lack of mental health
care available in this country. That’s another argument.
I'll have that one another time.

The children are leading this movement. Do you real-
ize how ridiculous that is?

I do. And I'm standing with those same kids who, last
week, were scared for their lives because a maniac who
was known to be mentally disturbed and mentally ill was
allowed to purchase a military grade assault rifle. You
don’t have to agree with me. You don't have to like me.

It won’t matter what you feel towards me because this
is bigger than a single person, a single issue, or a single
shooting.

Shayla Ides,
Freshman, University of Iowa



https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
http://www.scciowa.edu/conted/ioms.aspx
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