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Landfill, airport negotiating runway deal
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A negotiation is underway 
between the airport and the landfill to compensate 
the Fort Madison airport for a sod runway that is no 
longer being utilized.

At Monday’s regular meeting of the Fort Madison 
Airport Commission, Great River Regional Waste 
Authority director Wade Hamm and board member 
Brad Randolph talked to the commission about a 
grass runway that is not currently being utilized by 
passenger airplanes, The strip, however, is within the 
5,000 foot barrier the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion requires airports to be from landfills, due to bird 

collisions.
Commission member Bob Chestnut 

said laws have changed over the years 
and the commission and landfill are 
trying to execute some type of agree-
ment to satisfy the requirement.

An agreement created about 10 years 
ago with the commission, the airport, 

and the FAA negotiated by people no longer on either 
side of the deal, set $300,000 aside for the property in 
in-kind or cash value for the strip. In-kind donations 
would have included using landfill staff, equipment, 
and other resources to rebuild the grass air strip on 
the west side of the airport property.

However on Monday, Randolph said if the airport 

wasn’t interested in having the landing strip rebuilt 
the landfill would be willing to make a cash payment 
to the airport to not use the airstrip. The agreement 
wouldn’t turn the property over to the landfill, but 
would officially end use of the strip. Shoring up the 
agreement is part of the GRWWA long-range plan-
ning.

Hamm said he was told by the FAA about three 
years ago to not be in a hurry about the issue, but not 
forget about it. He said he contacted the FAA again 
recently and the personnel has changed, but the new 
staff told him to work with the Fort Madison Airport 
Commission.

See AGREEMENT, page 5

RANDOLPH

EMPTY 
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Aria helps grandpa gather eggs If there’s snow 
on the ground, our hens won’t venture from the hen 
house. They come to the threshold, peck at the snow, 
but opt to stay indoors. That’s fine with me. I leave the 
south door open for them during the day so that they 
get a little sunshine and vitamin D. Even in this bitterly 
cold weather, our lucky 13 hens are still pumping out 
a dozen eggs a day like clockwork. I have to gather the 
eggs more often because of freezing, but our girls are 
still producing. I attribute it to the marigold extract in 
the laying mash and, of course, TLC.

I have no heat in the hen house, save for their water 
heater. So, contrary to popular belief, you do not have to 
heat the hen house in the winter. (I did insulate it.) With 
all their feathers, the hens are quite hardy. I make sure 
they have plenty of corn scratch to keep them busy and 
build a layer of fat. But outside of that, they are self-suf-
ficient.

When the snow started to melt off their ramp, they 
decided to venture outdoors a little. But they made it no 
further than the shelter of a trailer I had parked nearby. 
They spent the day under the trailer, protected from 

Chicken-ology is a lot 
like human-ology

West Point Fire Chief Chris Fullenkamp, left, and Asst. Chief Chad Hannum stand by a 
30-year-old firetruck they are trying to replace with a current fundraiser.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

West Point needs a few bucks to replace old trucks
BY CHUCK 

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - West 
Point Fire & Rescue 
is closing in on the 
purchase of a new fire 

truck to replace a cou-
ple older units, but Fire 
Chief Chris Fullenkamp 
is looking for help in 

getting past the $300,000 
purchase price of the new 
unit.

The department started 

fundraising for the truck 
in 2017 as regular reve-
nues won’t sufficient to 
cover the cost of the new 
unit.

We get a millage on 

See SWARM, page 8See FUNDS, page 8

Dept. has about $250K of 
$300K needed for new truck
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Basil “Red” Reed, 97, of Keokuk, died Saturday, January 7, 2018 at the River Hills 
Village in Keokuk, IA.

He was born November 30, 1920 in Gregory Landing, MO the son of Albert and 
Hilda Fredelake Reed.  On May 16, 1952 he was united in marriage to 
Norma Lee Kinkeade in Pocahontas, AR.  She preceded him in death 
on October 26, 2004.

He was a veteran of the United States Army and proudly served his 
country during WW II.  He served in the 5th Engineering Special 
brigade from August 1942 – October 1945.   He was one of the last 
remaining veterans locally and in the United 
States, who served on the beaches of Normandy 

on D-Day.    He was awarded five Bronze Stars.
Red had been employed by Hubinger’s in Keokuk for thir-

ty-three years, until his retirement on January 1, 1983.
He was a member of the VFW Post 3508 and the American 

Legion Post #41.  He had been a member of the military honors firing squad since 
1983, and had served as the American Legion Chaplin since 1995.  He continued 
to conduct military services until he was in his mid-90s and had conducted more 
than 1,000 funerals for local veterans.   The City of Keokuk honored Red’s service by 
dedicating a granite bench in his name at the Keokuk Veterans’ Memorial.

Red enjoyed spending time outdoors gardening.  He also liked reading books.  
Red was an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan.

He is survived by one son, Joe Reed of Keokuk, seven grandchildren, twenty-one 
great-grandchildren, and several great-great-grandchildren and several nieces and 
nephews.

He was also preceded in death by one daughter, Carolyn Steele, one great-grand-
daughter, Cheyenne Nicole Steele, two sisters, Lois Standley and Marian Scott and 
five brothers, Cecil, Russell, Hershel, Marshall and Edsel.

A graveside service with military rites will be held at 11 a.m., Thursday at the Ke-
okuk National Cemetery at 11 a.m.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Wednesday, at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk with family meeting with friends from 6-8 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Keokuk American Legion Post #41 or to the 
American Cancer Society.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.
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OBITUARIES

BASIL “RED” REED

REDD

MICHAEL R. WILSON
Michael R. Wilson, 52 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died at 10:43 p.m. Sunday, 

January 7, 2018 at his home surrounded by his family.  He was born January 10, 1965 
in Fort Madison, a son of Gerald A. Sr. and Karen L. (Ballard) Wilson.

Mike was a 1983 graduate of Fort Madison High School.  He was a 
veteran of the United States Army, serving during Desert Storm.  He 
was a heavy equipment operator at U.S. Gypsum near Mediapolis for 
18 years.  He later worked at Pinnacle Foods and most recently did 
part-time maintenance work at the Boulders Inn, both of Fort Madi-
son.  He loved hunting, fishing, and bowling.  He was restoring a 1964 
Rambler.  Most recently, he enjoyed building model cars and planes.

He is survived by two sons, Tony Wilson and Adam Wilson, both 
of Fort Madison; one daughter, Ashley (Matthew) Blow of Fort Campbell, Kentucky; 
his father Gerald Wilson Sr. of Fort Madison; one brother, Gerald “Jerry” A. Wilson 
Jr. of Fort Madison; three sisters: Dollie J. (Gregory) Horn, of Fremont, Iowa; Shir-
ley J. (Ronald) McMurray, of Franklin, Iowa; and Becky S. Wilson, of Fort Madison; 
one granddaughter, Adrienne Blow, and another little one on the way; uncles, aunts, 
nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his mother.

Visitation will be held from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at the 
Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.  Funeral services will follow and begin at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at the funeral home, with Reverend Preston 
Smith officiating.  Burial with military rites will be at Soldiers Circle, Oakland Cem-
etery, Fort Madison.  A memorial has been established, contributions may be left at 
the Barr Memorial Chapel.  Online condolences to the Wilson family may be made 
at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

WILSON

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

CURRENT-LEE

BY PCC STAFF - Lee County Crime Stoppers will be holding a chili fundraiser at 
both the Fort Madison and Keokuk Hy-Vee locations on Jan. 18 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Proceeds will be used for expenses and criminal payouts.
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https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
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https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ


Fort Madison 
Police report

01/03/18 - 12:24 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
900 block of Avenue H
01/03/18 - 8:13 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
900 block of Avenue H,
01/03/18 - 9:23 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of a 
larceny/theft in the 2000 
block of 303rd Avenue.
01/03/18 - 3:18 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a gas drive off in the 
2200 block of Avenue L.
01/03/18 - 5:27 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 500 block of Avenue E.
01/04/18 - 8:22 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a burglary in the 200 
block of 2nd Street.
01/04/18 - 3:27 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2000 block of Avenue B.
01/04/18 - 4:35 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
800 block of Avenue F.
01/04/18 - 9:53 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a hit and run in the 1300 
block of Avenue B.
01/05/18 - 12:45 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of a 
property damage accident 
at the intersection of 48th 
Street and Bluff Road.
01/05/18 - 1:30 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jason Carl Burch, 45, of 
Wever, in the 4800 block 
of Bluff Road, on a charge 
of OWI 1st offense. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/05/18 - 1:12 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1700 block of Avenue I.
01/05/18 - 4:06 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 

responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 2000 
block of Avenue I.
01/05/18 - 4:17 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of a larceny/theft in the 
1700 block of Avenue I.
01/05/18 - 4:30 p.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a burglary in the 5400 
block of Avenue O.
01/05/18 - 4:34 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
1400 block of 48th Street.
01/06/18 - 10:11 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report of 
a hit and run reported at 
the police department.
01/06/18 - 2:14 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a shoplifter in 
the 400 block of Avenue H.
01/06/18 - 8:54 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary 
in progress in the 800 
block of Avenue F.
01/07/18 - 8:17 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a shoplifter in 
the 400 block of Avenue H.
01/07/18 - 8:35 a.m. 
- Fort Madison Police 
responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 400 
block of 23rd Street.
01/07/18 - 7:45 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
John Robert Winkle Mead, 
38, Fort Madison, on a 
warrant for failure to ap-
pear. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

01/03/18 - 6:25 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested James Rafa-
el Cain, 29 of Kahoka, 
Mo., on a warrant for 
probation violation. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/04/18 - no time giv-
en - Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested a 
juvenile on a charge of 
assault with injury. He was 
assigned to juvenile court.
01/04/18 - 3:22 p.m. 

- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Wade 
Garrett Wagner, 23, 
of Fairfield at the Lee 
County Sheriff’s office 
on court ordered hold.
01/04/18 - 3:45 p.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Derek 
Roscoe Bradham, 25, 
of Fort Madison, at the 
Lee County Jail, on a 
court ordered hold.
01/05/18 - 2:02 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested James Wallace, 
Jr., 56, of Keokuk, at 
the Lee County Sheriff’s 
office on a court hold. 
He was released on 
01/06/17 for time served.
01/06/18 - 12:31 a.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Dustin 
Bradley Andersen, 35 of 
Keokuk, at the Lee County 
Sheriff’s office on two 
warrants for court holds.
01/06/18 - 1:34 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Sean Michael 
Best, 27 of Shamokin, 
Penn., in the 3300 block 
of Main Street in Keokuk 
on a charge of being a 
fugitive from justice. He 
was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/06/18 - 3:58 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputes 
arrested Todd Michael 
Spurgeon, 43, of Keokuk, 
in the 200 block of Hwy. 
61 bypass in Keokuk, 
on a warrant for assault 
with injury, and charges 
of driving under suspen-
sion, no proof of financial 
liability, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and pos-
session of methamphet-
amine less than 5 grams. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and held.
01/06/18 9:25 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehi-
cle accident on Hwy. 61 
near Devil’s Creek Bridge. 
A vehicle and towed trailer 
driven by Kenneth Eugene 
Woodley, Jr., 53 of Fort 
Madison, lost control and 
struck the bridge barrier, 
before jackknifing and 
coming to rest facing south 

in the northbound lane. No 
citations or injuries were 
reported at the scene, but 
both airbags deployed.
01/06/18 - 10:57 a.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Gregory 
Chad Behymer, 42, of 
Keokuk in the 10 block of 
S. 9th Street on a warrant 
for simple domestic abuse 
assault and a charge of 
false identification of law/
public service officer. 
He was taken to the Lee 
County Jail and released.
01/07/18 - 10:06 p.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested William 
Charles Ackley King, 23, 
of Keokuk, no location 
given, on a warrant for 
contempt of court.
01/07/18 - 10:30 p.m. 
- Lee County Sheriff’s 

deputies responded to a 
two-vehicle accident in 
the 2800 block of Hwy 
103. After a truck had 
gone into a ditch another 
truck driven by Raymond 
Evan Hymes, 25 stopped 
to assist and was struck 
by a vehicle driven by 
Larry James Snider, Jr., 
26, of Fort Madison, on 
icy conditions. Snider and 
a passenger Selenn J. 
Henderson, 18 of Center-
ville were taken to the Fort 
Madison Community Hos-
pital with injuries. Hymes 
was cited for failure to 
use safety belts and no 
proof of insurance. Snider 
was cited for no proof of 
insurance. A passenger 
in Hymes vehicle, Jodi 
Milard, was also cited for 
failure to use a seatbelt.

01/08/18 - 2:04 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Jacob Matthew 
Davalt, 36, of Keokuk 
on a charge for driving 
while barred. He was 
taken to the Lee County 
Jail and then released 
on a promise to appear,

Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue

01/05/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters respond-
ed to two medical and 
two false alarms
01/06/17 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded to 
medical and one fuel spill
01/07/18 - Fort Madison 
firefighters responded 
to nine medical calls.
All persons in these listings 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.
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www.TrailwaysTravel.com

FEBRUARY 22-23

Single: $450 // Double: $370 per person

 Hamilton is the story of the unlikely Founding Father determined to make his mark on the 
new nation as hungry and ambitious as he is. From bastard orphan to Washington’s right-hand man, 
rebel to war hero, a loving husband caught in the country’s first sex scandal, to the Treasury head who 
made an untrusting world believe in the American economy. George Washington, Eliza Hamilton, Thomas 
Jefferson and Hamilton’s lifelong friend/foil Aaron Burr all make their mark in this astonishing new 
musical exploration of a political mastermind.
 Join us for an overnight stay in the Windy City as we take in an evening showing of the 
Broadway Musical that’s rocking the nation at the CIBC Theatre. We’ll be staying in the heart of the city at 
The Palmer House Hilton where you’ll enjoy a complete breakfast buffet. 
 Friday morning, we’ll escape the cold as we make our way to The Garfield Park Conservatory 
- one of the largest and most stunning conservatories in the nation. Often referred to as “landscape 
art under glass,” the conservatory occupies approximately two acres inside, where thousands of plant 
species are on display throughout eight rooms in this magnificent facility. Travel through the conservatory 
and experience the lush flora and tropical temperatures taking you away from the hustle and bustle of 
Chicago. 

Tour Includes:
-Deluxe Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation

-On-board Friendly Host
-Hotel Accommodations

-Buffet Breakfast
-Hamilton the Musical

-Garfield Park Conservatory

Hamilton the Musical

For the Record

https://trailwaystravel.com/Tour/Hamilton-Chicago-Broadway-Overnight-2018


SUBMITTED ARTICLE

WEST BURLINGTON  – The fifth annual Southeast 
Iowa Regional Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math Festival (STEMFest) will take place at SCC’s West 
Burlington campus on Saturday, February 10 from 
10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The event is a joint effort 
between SCC, the Southeast Iowa STEM Hub, local 
businesses, manufacturers, and educators.

STEMFest exposes kids and adults to careers and 
opportunities in STEM-related fields through hands-on 
activities, exhibits, and demonstrations. Participants 
explore STEM careers through robotics and healthcare 
simulations as well as electronics and renewable energy 
exhibits.

With the growing demand for jobs requiring digital 

and technical skills, a background in STEM is essential 
for many careers. SCC Work-Based Learning Special-
ist Leanne Krogmeier, says STEMFest is also a great 
way for students to explore careers in Southeast Iowa’s 
industries.

“STEM jobs continue to dominate the list of hot 
careers,” says Krogmeier.  “That’s why it’s so important 
we get kids interested while they’re young. STEMFest is 
a fun and creative way to expose kids to concepts and 
career paths they may never see or consider.”

Krogmeier says that organizers decided to mix it up 
this year to keep the event fresh and fun.

“We used to have the event in April, and it compet-
ed with a lot of other activities,” explains Krogmeier. 
“Moving it to February not only avoids conflicts, but it 
gives people something fun to do in the winter.”

In addition to the new date, this year’s event will 
feature animals from Niabi Zoo, kid-friendly demon-
strations by Absolute Science, and the Grout Museum 
will transform SCC’s Little Theater into a mini-plan-

etarium. People can also tour the patient simulation 
center and EMT ambulance lab in SCC’s new Health 
Professions Center.

The popular event attracts hundreds of people every 
year.

“Our goal is to continue to show students and par-
ents how fun STEM can be,” says Krogmeier. “We’ve 
got another great lineup of exhibitors from across the 
region and plenty of cool activities. Kids can even sign 
up to win a drone or free Kidtek learning camp. It’s 
going to be a lot of fun.”

STEMFest is free and open to the public.
To learn more about the Southeast Iowa Regional 

STEMFest, visit: http://se.iowastem.org.
For questions about STEMFest at SCC, contact 

Leanne Krogmeier at (319) 208-5053, or  lkrogmeier@
scciowa.edu.

For more news or to learn about Southeastern 
Community College, visit: http://www.scciowa.edu/rss/
news/index.html.
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STEMFest returns to SCC’s WB campus
Event for students, adults set for 
Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

At a wrestling meet prior to the holiday break, Fort Madison High School presented 2016-2017  
plaques to All-State Cheerleader Haley Gray, Ryan Steffensmeier, who took 8th place at 113 
lbs in the 2017 State Wrestling Meet, and Harlan Steffensmeier, right, who took 3rd place at 138 
lbs at the 2017 State Wrestling Meet. The plaques will hang in the FMHS Multipurpose Room.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Haley Gray - All-State Cheerleader

Harlan Steffensmeier- State Wrestling

Ryan Steffensmeier- State Wrestling

$1000

Pork 
Steaks

Fresh Cut

$178

Pork
 Butts

Whole Shoulder

$399

Baby Back 
Ribs

Valu Pack

$1000
4 lbs.

Pork 
Sausage

5 lbs.

Homemade

Pork 
Chops

8 oz. America’s Cut

7/$11

111 North 1st St. Montrose, IA
1-319-463-7150

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00am-6:00pm, 
Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm, Closed Sunday

We Accept IA, IL & MO EBT Cards

Ad Effective: 1-2-18 thru 1-8-18

Better Meats - Better Prices - It’s My Job! We’re Located Only 10 Minutes From Wal-Mart or Shopko.

Tenderloins
10/$10

Homemade Breaded Pork

Limit 30 Please. 
Sold in Pkgs. of 10 only

lb. lb.

Tenderloins

88¢

Fresh Unbreaded Pork

Limit 30 Please ea.

1/2 of 1/2 Beef
100 lbs. - Cut Wrapped & Frozen

All Cuts Boneless Except T-Bones

Chuck Roast, Arm Roast, 
Ribeye Steak, Brisket, Round 

Steak, Swiss Steak, Sirloin 
Tip Roast & Steak, Rump 

Roast, Sirloin Steak, 
T-Bone & Ground Beef

$449

STOCK UP AND SAVE

Round Steak, Swiss Steak, Sirloin 
Tip Roast & Steak, T-Bone, 

Sirloin Steak & Ground Beef

Hind 1/4 Beef
100 lbs. - Cut Wrapped & Frozen

All Cuts Boneless Except T-Bones

YOUR CHOICE

Ribeye Steak
8 oz. Boneless

$599
lb.

Hickory Smoked
Bulk Sliced 

Bacon
$399

ea.

New York 
Strip Steak

2/$10

8 oz.

http://se.iowastem.org
mailto:lkrogmeier@scciowa.edu
mailto:lkrogmeier@scciowa.edu
http://www.scciowa.edu/rss/news/index.html
http://www.scciowa.edu/rss/news/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Daves-Old-Fashion-Meats-145349979306017/
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Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

New Beginnings
      Twenty

Celebrate
8Teen

!
Thank you to all of our customers who helped us 

reduce our environmental footprint in 2017! 

Great River Regional Waste Authority is 
looking forward to continuing our efforts to manage 

our environmental footprint and help educate our 
communities on ways to help in 2018!

Things to remember in 2018 when recycling:
Please do not place plastic bags in recycling bins.

Rinse & Clean all food jars and cans before 
placing in recycling bins. 

Flatten boxes for better storage and volume 
reduction. *Empty all boxes before recycling.

Place all recyclable products loose in bins. 

Do not recycle wrapping paper.

Properly dispose of all electronics and household 
hazardous waste. Click Here for more guidance! 

For your convenience:
• Convenient Drop-Off Locations in 10 cities

• Curbside Recycling Bins are available at our 
Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

• HHW Collection Available by appointment during regular 
business hours at our Ft. Madison and Keokuk locations

“I was under the understanding that there was no desire to put that back,” Ran-
dolph said. “Ultimately it’s up to the airport to decide, but we just want to move 
forward and we’re able to negotiate some compensation to the airport for perma-
nently closing that.”

Chestnut said $300,000 wasn’t going to be enough to rebuild that, especially if 
land acquisition had to considered. He said if that was the best offer the landfill 
had as far as a cash payment, then maybe the landfill should just go ahead and 
rebuild the runway.

“The cash option if it’s reasonable, should be entertained,” he said. “We have 
some real work that needs done up here. We have hangars that need work that are 
now 60-70 years old. So we should consider a cash option if the amount is right, 
Because we could use that for some of this work and then maybe have some grant 
seed money.”

Randolph said he assumed the airport didn’t have a desire for the runway any 
more or to have it rebuilt and if that was the case, GRRWA would be willing to 
make a payment of $75,000 to $80,000 to the airport.

“We’d have to put pencil to paper, but that’s the number that rolls off the top,” 
Randolph said. “You would have to decide what it’s worth to you to be adequately 
compensated for the status quo.”

Chestnut asked Randolph if the landfill board had the $300,000 set aside from 
their general fund so they won’t be hurt too badly if they had to pay a large por-
tion of that out in cash.

“The only reason I ask is that I would be more likely to resist that offer if it 
would strap you. I would want more than that, but I wouldn’t want to do that if 
you don’t have that money.”

Randolph said if the cash amount the airport wanted was too high then the 
landfill would probably just build it because it wouldn’t be feasible to dump all the 
cash into it. Chestnut said he agreed and if the amount of money wasn’t enough to 
show the value of the property, then the landfill should just go ahead and build it.

After Randolph and Hamm left the meeting, Chestnut said he’d like to see the 
commission ask for more cash for shutting down the runway to allow the airport 
to see value for the purchase and be able to do some of the work including new 
drainage tiles and four new doors for the hangars. He said remaining funds could 
be used to hold in an account to use for matching grants for additional work.

“We could take that money, whether it’s $50,000 or whatever, and turn it into 
$500,000 or something like that,” Chestnut said.

The commission decided to get an engineer’s estimate on the value of the land 
and bring that back to the next meeting so the commission could put come up 
with an amount to counter to the landfill.

KEOKUK - The Lee County Narcotics Task Force reports the arrests of two Ke-
okuk, Iowa men on felony and misdemeanor drug charges.

Michael Lee Hawkins, age 64, of the 1500 block of Des Moines Street, Keokuk, 
Iowa was arrested on Jan. 6, at his residence on two outstanding felony drug warrants. 
Hawkins is charged with delivery of less than five grams of methamphetamine second 
or subsequent offense, a class C felony with an enhancement. If convicted, Hawkins 

faces up to 60 years in a state correctional facility.
The arrest of Hawkins stems from an investigation by the Lee County 

Narcotics Task Force into allegations that he was involved in the distri-
bution of illegal drugs in the Lee County area.

In an unrelated matter, Todd Michael Spurgeon, age 43, of the 2400 
block of Johnson Street, Keokuk, Iowa was arrested on Jan. 6 in the 200 
block of Highway 61 in Keokuk following a traffic stop. Spurgeon is 
charged with possession with intent to deliver less than five grams of 

methamphetamine, a class C felony. If convicted, Spurgeon faces up to 10 years and 
30 days in a state correctional facility.

The arrest of Spurgeon stems from a traffic stop by a Lee County 
deputy in which a K9 unit alerted on the vehicle being driven by Spur-
geon. Items that support the charges were discovered during a search 
of the vehicle.

The Lee County Attorney’s Office, Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, Iowa 
Division of Narcotics Enforcement, and the Keokuk Police Depart-
ment assisted the Lee County Narcotics Task Force in this investiga-

tion.
The defendants are presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.
The Lee County Narcotics Task Force is funded in part by the U.S. Department of 

Justice and the funds administered by the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug Control 
Policy.

HAWKINS

SPURGEON

Lee County K9 sniffs out 
meth on traffic stop

AGREEMENT - Continued from Page 1

Airport wants more money or  
grass runway rebuilt

http://www.grrwa.com
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Classifieds

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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Saturday, 
January 13th

7:30pm to 
10:30pm

Steve & Michaela McLain

1135 Ave. E
Wednesday - 

Saturday 
5:00pm

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment
Men • Women • Kids

Multi-Dimensional Color  
High Fashion Cuts  

Special Occasion Styles  
Perms & More

Fall Special! 15% Off NEW CLIENTS!

*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

$10 Men’s Cuts Every Tuesday!

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://themadison.biz/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf


Make one of these New Homes 
your New Home today!

www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com Call: 319-470-2540Follow us on Facebook! 

3502 & 3504 WOODLAND HEIGHTS • Ft. Madison, Ia
Maintenance Free Luxury Condominium w/ 3 Car Garage 

Stunning River Views, Many Upgrades 
Condominium Features: 

3 Car Garage, 3-4 Bedroom, 9ft Finished Walk-out Basement, Master Suite, 
Private Deck & Patio 

Quartz Counter Tops, Tile Master Bath, Stylish Custom Wood Product Cabinetry

 Exclusive Residence Features:
· Landscaping, Building Exterior  & Winter Maintenance Provided

· Private Pond with walking trail and relaxing patio
· Vibrant views including the Mississippi River, Colorful Forest &  Private Pond

302 33rd Street • Ft. Madison, Ia

41 7th Street • West Point, Ia

Call Jill to view any of these beautiful homes!

Built in 2015 - Tri-Level Home 
3 Bedrooms - Master Suite w/ Master Bath & Walk-in Closet 

2.5 baths
Engineered Hardwood Floor 

Open Floor Plan 
Finished Basement 

Spacious Yard 
New Safe Family Friendly Neighborhood - Green Oak Development

3 Year Tax Abatement, $7,500 Savings! 
3 Car Garage

Open Floor Plan Concept with Great Room 
Master Suite with Walk-in Closet & Dual Sink Vanity 

Massive 9 Foot Basement with Game/Bar Area
Main Floor Laundry 

Large Storage Room 
New Neighborhood with Great Family Atmosphere
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Public Notices/Classifieds

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental insurance, employee
discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and vacation effective first day of employment.

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

ARE YOU AT A CROSSROADS?

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Walk down the path toward a new opportunity.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 Bed-
room, 1 Bath centrally lo-
cated at 1933 Avenue I in 
Ft. Madison. Refrigerator 
and stove provided. $550/
month. Please call (319) 
371-4040 for more details or 
appointment to view. Leave 
a message if no answer.

Immediate
Openings

& Upcoming Job 
Recruits!

Looking to fill a little time in 
your routine?

ServiceMaster Cleaning & 
Restoration is seeking candi-
dates to fill both Full and Part 
Time positions within our Jan-
itorial Division. Candidates 
must pass background check 
and drug screening. Call 
1-800-584-3364 for more in-
formation or stop by 1502 Av-
enue L, Ft. Madison to apply.

Join us at our January Job 
Recruits:

Tuesday, January 9th • 
1:00pm - 3:00pm

IowaWorks Southeast Iowa
1000 N Roosevelt Ave,

Burlington, Iowa

Thursday, January 18th • 
2:00pm - 3:00pm

Fort Madison IowaWorks
933 Avenue H, Ft. Madison, 

Iowa

We are an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

HOUSES
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF MEETING 

OF THE City Council OF 
THE City of Fort Madison, 
STATE OF IOWA, ON THE 
MATTER OF THE PRO-
POSED AUTHORIZATION 
OF A LOAN AGREEMENT 
AND THE ISSUANCE 
OF NOT TO EXCEED 
$1,700,000 WATER REV-
ENUE CAPITAL LOAN 
NOTES, AND THE PUB-
LIC HEARING ON THE 
AUTHORIZATION AND 
ISSUANCE THEREOF

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, State of Iowa, 
will hold a public hearing 
on the 16th day of January, 
2018, at 5:30 o’clock P.M., 
in the Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 811 Avenue “E”, 
Fort Madison, Iowa, at 
which meeting the Council 
proposes to take additional 
action for the authorization 
of a Loan Agreement and 
the issuance of not to exceed 
$1,700,000 Water Revenue 
Capital Loan Notes, in order 
to provide funds to pay the 
costs of acquisition, con-
struction, reconstruction, 
extending, remodeling, 
improving, repairing and 

equipping all or part of the 
Municipal Water Utility, in-
cluding water tower rehabil-
itation.  The Notes will not 
constitute general obliga-
tions or be payable in any 
manner by taxation, but will 
be payable from and secured 
by the net revenues of the 
Municipal Water Utility.

 At the above 
meeting the Council shall 
receive oral or written objec-
tions from any resident or 
property owner of the City, 
to the above action.  After 
all objections have been 
received and considered, the 
Council will at this meeting 
or at any adjournment there-
of, take additional action for 
the authorization of a Loan 
Agreement and the issuance 
of Notes or will abandon the 
proposal to issue the Notes.

 This Notice is 
given by order of the City 
Council of the City of Fort 
Madison, State of Iowa, 
as provided by Sections 
384.24A and 384.83 of 
the City Code of Iowa, as 
amended.

Dated this 9th day of 
January 2018.

/s/Melinda L. Blind
City Clerk, City of Fort 

Madison, State of Iowa

Selling 
classic 

cars in a 
modern 

way

Up to 200 words
1 photo • 14 days

FREE
Place your 
ad online 

24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

•

Email your 
ad to

classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

•
Call

(319)371.4125

Advertise your 
service business

90 days • 
Only $2499

Up to 150 words 
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7 
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad classifieds@
pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 09 Jan

Light Rain
High – 37.2 F | Low – 34.6º F

WED 10 Jan

Partly Cloudy
High– 37.4º F | Low – 37º F

THU 11 Jan

Light Rain
High– 36.3º F | Low – 14.4º F

FRI 12 Jan

Clear Skies
High – 17.8º F | Low – 17.6º F

SAT 13 Jan

Clear Skies
High– 21.3º F | Low – 14.5º F

OpenWeatherMap

FULLENKAMP
Insurance Agency, Inc

Since 1963

Proud to provide exceptional service 
and professional excellence. 

AUTO • HOME • FARM • LIFE
BUSINESS • BONDS • ANNUITIES

HEALTH • DISABILITY CARE
LONG TERM CARE

307 5th Street 
West Point, IA 52627

319-837-6178 • 800-292-2208

Call one of our licensed agents today 
for all of your insurance needs! 

www.fullenkampins.com

Wishing you a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year

For all your Screen Printing & Promotional Product needs
call Gordy Fedler at 319-837-6682
or email gofedler@iowatelecom.net

http://fedlerspecialties.com/

Fedler Specialties and Screenprinting
would like to thank you

for your business this past year.

the property taxes that 
is specified toward fire 
protection. Right now we 
get .48 per $1,000 assessed 
valuation. The last three 
years our budgets averaged 
just over 60K and expens-
es have come in at about 
$51,500 so you’re looking 
at about $9,000 a year you 
can put away and that 
would take a long time to 
save for a $300,000 truck,” 
Fullenkamp said.

He said the older trucks, 
one of which is more than 
40 years old, just aren’t 
capable of servicing the 
area. Two of the pumps on 
the trucks wouldn’t pass 
a recent ISO test and one 
has a blown engine.

Fullenkamp said he has 
put in FEMA grants almost 
every year and the last time 
he was approved for the 
federal funds was 2006. He 
said the department began 
to replace all the bunker 
gear in 2013 after going 10 
years without replacing any 
of it.

“We’re pretty much done 
with that, but that’s some-
thing that’s ongoing so we 
don’t have 30 sets of gear 
that need replaced.”

He said the department 
started talking and put out 
a fundraising letter to start 
a conversation and that 
went out in September. Do-
nations were good for the 
first three weeks, and then 

another letter went out in 
December and got another 
little boost from that.

He said no bids have 
been taken on the truck 
but they did put together 
some estimates around the 
$300,000.

With the donations, we 
have about $170,000 and 
with what the board has 
we have about $260,000 
so we’re close we just need 
that one final push,” he 
said.

He said they are look-
ing at new because rural 
departments don’t look to 
get rid of trucks after five 
years.

“New truck, you figure 
it lasts 25-30 years or you 

buy a 10-year-old truck 
and you have it for 10 or 
15 years and you’re already 
putting maintenance in it 
right away,” Fullenkamp 
said.

Fullenkamp said the fire 
department was recently 
given an improved ISO 
rating of a 5 from a six due 
to some improvements 
to the water lines in West 
Point and more modern 
supplies, but he said with-
out replacing the truck 
there’s a good chance that 
rating would slip back to a 
6. When ISO ratings come 
down, so do residents’ 
homeowners insurance 
rates. The inspection was 
done in the summer for 

the first time since 2010.
“In 2010 we called them 

because they hadn’t been 
here since 1990. So they 
came out in 2010 and we 
had a new truck, the new 
dispatch was in place, and 
they dropped us from a 7 
to a 6. They are trying to 
get everyone on a 5 to 7 
year rotation so they came 
back this summer and 
dropped us to 5, which 
will go into effect in Feb-
ruary.

The improved rating 
should bring homeowners 
rates down 7 to 8 percent.

Anyone wishing to help 
contribute funds can send 
donations to PO Box 239, 
West Point, Iowa 52656.

These two trucks are being replaced when the West Point Fire & Res-
cue raises additional funds to cover the cost of one new truck that will 
do the work of both.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

WP fire gets better ISO rating
FUNDS- Continued from Page 1

the northwest wind. When I went out to shut them in 
for the night, one confused hen had decided to remain 
outdoors and was trying to stay warm in some tall 
grass. Strange. I picked her up and returned her to the 
safety of the hen house. I did a quick count. All 13 were 
accounted for.

Ginnie’s daughter and granddaughter visited over 
Christmas. Of course, granddaughter, Aria, wanted to 
help grandpa do chores. It was her first experience with 
farm animals, but she caught on real quick. We had 
her help scatter corn and gather eggs. She now knows 
where eggs come from. When we came back in the 
house she was quite interested in learning how to crack 
an egg to make scrambled eggs. I can’t wait ‘til spring 
when she can help nurse the bucket calf we are going to 
get.

People line up for our eggs and Ginnie and I have fun 
giving them away. Family comes first, so I keep my son 
and daughter in Mt. Pleasant well stocked. At a dozen 
nice brown eggs a day, there is no way Ginnie and I can 
eat them all. But they sure are good.

Two of our hens were given to us, Buffy and Red. 
They are the only ones with names, because we can 
distinguish them from the others. Their eggs are also 
different; they are speckled.

Buffy is a bully (Buffy the Bully) and picks on the oth-
er hens. I don’t know why they allow it, but Buffy seems 
to have an attitude, possibly because she was adopted. 
If there’s a pecking order, Buffy is at the top. Buffy and 
Red, the two adoptees, stick close together, and Buffy 
may be protecting Red. I dunno. I’m just beginning to 
learn chickenology. It’s a lot like humanology.

When Ginnie and I are gone overnight, we have 
our neighbor boys, Brody and Boden (Bro and Bo) do 
chores for us. When I walked them through the chore 
routine, the hens flocked around the farm boys like old 
buddies. Bro picked one of them up and put her under 
his arm. Bo stroked her and said, “Aw, I wish we still 
had chickens.”

I knew our hens were in good hands.
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 

Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Friends, family 
are helping hands

http://www.fullenkampins.com
http://www.fedlerspecialties.com/
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
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