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Mr. Pie and the 
Science guy

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

EMPTY 
NEST

BY Curt Swarm

All those double-yolk eggs might not be bringing 
the good luck I thought they would. I was backing the 
tractor into the garage to fill the fuel tank with diesel 
when I heard a crunch, bang and some popping noises. 
I stopped the tractor and turned around to see what 
I had run over. A sinking feeling swept through me. 
The roll bar on the tractor had caught on the garage 
door and about tore the whole thing down. Evidently I 
hadn’t opened the manual door all the way. Well, duh!

My first inclination was to tell myself, “This really 
didn’t happen.” But it had. (Ginnie’s so glad she didn’t 
do this!) I tried to lift the door back in place, but the 
more I tried, the worse it got. I placed an emergency 
call to my contractor. He came right out with his crew. 
He looked the damage over and said, “Well, at least you 
didn’t drive through the other end of the garage like an-
other person who called me. I’ll order you a new door.” 
I’m glad my contractor has a sense of humor.

That night, I awoke at 2:00 a.m. I had forgotten to 
shut up the hen house before I went to bed. I grabbed a 
flashlight and headed out. The beam of light picked up 
the bad news. There was a dead chicken in front of the 
hen house. (That sinking feeling again.) Some critter 
had gotten it. I shown the light inside the hen house 
and looked at the mayhem. Boards were strewn every 
which way. The poor hens had had quite a night. They 
were bunched tightly on upper roosts, burring and 
buzzing about what they had been through. At least I 
only lost one hen. The poor thing.

My contractor was out the next morning replacing 
the garage door. I told him what had happened. He 
brought me out a live animal trap. Once a varmint gets 
the taste of chicken, it’ll be back.

Ginnie and I had chicken wings for supper that night. 
I took the bones and put them in a bowl inside the 
live animal trap—it likes chicken, I’ll give it chicken. 
I placed the trap in front of the hen house. Whatever 

At top, Asst. Princi-
pal Pat Lamb gets 
a pie from Harrison 
Snaadt as a fund-
raiser, and below, 
Chris Brown re-
ceives an award for 
excellence from the 
National Academy 
of Future Scientists 
and Technologists 
at an assembly 
on Friday at the 
Fort Madison High 
School. 

See SWARM, page 8

New Hawkeye tradition becoming a national hug for kids at Stead
I was trolling Facebook this morning and ran 

across a post from a friend who said she’s crying at 
the end of the first quarter of every Hawkeye home 
game.

It’s become a national cuddle every Saturday at Iowa 
home games when roughly 70,000 people turn and 
give a wave, and for sure some smiles, to the children 
and families peaking over the east side of Kinnick 
Stadium from the University of Iowa Stead Family 

Children’s hospital.
Saturday night the fans added a twist 

(see video on www.pencitycurrent.com 
if you missed it- and one of the worst-
best games I’ve ever seen the Hawkeyes 
play) and turned the flashlights on. 
Fans waved like a star-studded black-n-
gold blanket and cheered wildly for the 

children and families in the oval shaped steel wonder 

of architecture.
I don’t recall reading anything (and I read quite a 

bit) about that hospital being built so those kids could 
watch the football games perched above all else. But 
what a genius and compassionate decision.

She’s right. We were there when the tradition start-
ed against Wyoming, and we were sitting in a spot 
where we could actually see the kids waving back 

VANDENBERG

See TRADITION, page 8
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Obituaries/Local News
The most important 

Back To School supply: 
CLEAR VISION

Schedule your appointment today!

319-372-2321
716 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, IA

Dr. Larry D. Peck, O.D. 
3rd Generation Optometrist

www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
      Like us on Facebook!

OUR SERVICES
• Glaucoma Diagnosis  • Eye Injury Treatment
• Cataract Diagnosis   • Family Eye Care
• Contact Lenses   • Frames & Lenses 
• Diabetic Eye Diagnosis  • Pediatric Eye Care
• Dry Eye Treatment   • Macular Degeneration
• Eye Allergy Treatment    Diagnosis
• Eye Infection Treatment  

and so much more!

Back to School Eye Exam Specials 
going on now through September 29th!

Complete Eye Care Packages 
starting at

includes:
Select Frames & 

Scratch Resistant Lenses 
*See optician for details

Specializing in
Family Eye Care
and Treatment.

$93.00

OBITUARIES

ELIZABETH KATHERINE 
WAGNER

Elizabeth Katherine Wagner, 94 years, of Fort Madison, Iowa died early Sunday 
morning, September 24, 2017 at her home.  She was born April 5, 1923 in St. Paul, 
Iowa, a daughter of John and Katherine (Foecke) Merschbrock.  Her mother died 

when she was an infant.  Her father remarried Lousie Soppe, who 
raised Elizabeth as her daughter.  On August 3, 1946, she married 
LeRoy E. Wagner.

Mrs. Wagner worked at the Rainbow Garden which later became 
known as the El Zarape restaurant for 37 years before retiring.  She 
was of the Catholic Faith.  She enjoyed bingo.  She loved her family 
and had Sunday dinner for everyone every week!

Liz is survived by four sons: Robert (Phyllis) Wagner and Richard 
Wagner both of Donnellson, Iowa; Steven “Toby” (Tracy) Wagner, of Fort Madison; 
LeRoy Jr. (Angie) Wagner of Des Moines, Iowa; five daughters: Beverly (Bill) McGre-
gor; Betty Sokolik; Karen (Bud) Huffman; Nancy Cangas; and Cindy (Clint) Hocker 
all of Fort Madison; one brother Louis (Carolyn) Merschbrock of Fort Madison; two 
sisters, Martha Taylor of LaHarpe, Illinois and Marylee Merschbrock of Fort Madi-
son; 19 grandchildren, 22 great grandchildren, seven great great grandchildren, and 
several nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents, including 
Louise, husband, one daughter Janet Pizana, and two sons, Dale and Ronald Wagner.

Visitation will be held 6:00 - 7:00 pm Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at the Barr 
Memorial Chapel, followed by a Christian Wake Service beginning at 7:00 pm 
Wednesday evening.  Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 am Thursday, 
September 28, 2017 at Sacred Heart Church, Holy Family Parish, Fort Madison, with 
Rev. Mark Spring as Celebrant.  Burial will be at Soldiers Circle, Oakland Cemetery, 
Fort Madison.  A memorial has been established, contributions may be left at the 
Barr Memorial Chapel.  Online condolences to the Wagner family may be made at 
the Barr Memorial Chapel website, www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

WAGNER

Erin Brown, of the Kensington, works her Hurtz Donut getup on Fri-
day as part of the group’s Relay for Life fundraiser where $20 got a 
dozen donuts from the Hurtz Donut Co. out of Iowa City. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCCHurtz?...She’s killin’ it

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.fortmadisoneyeclinic.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City 
Current

encourages 
you to play

responsibly.

Open: Tues thru Sat 9am to 6pm

www.dollhousedreams.com

   820 Ave. G  •  Ft. Madison, Ia
877-875-6500

Like 
us 
on 

Saturday, September 30th 9am-6pm
HUGE KICK OFF SALE

25% OFF All Melissa & Doug Toys
September 30th - October 31st

Largest selection in the Tri-State Area!
Great opportunity to start your Christmas Shopping!

Featuring 

Take a step back in time with our hand scooped 
Ice Cream Fountain Soda!

Now serving Panini’s & Kid’s Meals!
QUALIFY & ENTER TO WIN!!!

MYTHICAL CREATURE GIVE-A-WAY
Tickets are now available for your 

FREE ENTRY into our 
Giant Dragon or Giant Unicorn Give-A-Way

valued over $99.00
Drawing to be held on October 28th at 2:00pm. 

Stop by today to enter!

th
anniversary
Celebration

Megan’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/20/17 - 4:59 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit-and-run in 
the 1300 block of Avenue E
09/20/17 - 6:07 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2100 block of Avenue G.
09/20/17 - 7:17 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 800 block of Avenue F.
09/21/17 - 1:59 p.m. - Fort Madi-
son Police responded to a report 
of a property damage accident 
in the 2300 block of Avenue L.

09/21/17 - 2:56 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1200 block of 37th Street.
09/21/17 - 3:20 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2700 block of Avenue M.
09/21/17 - 11:19 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1200 block of 33rd Street.
09/21/17 - 11:58 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Deb-
orah Jo Johnson, 56, of Fort 
Madison on a warrant for failure 
top pay fine. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.

09/22/17 - 3:19 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
1200 block of 33rd Street.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s report

09/21/17 - 12:45 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Angela Jean Bry-
ant, 25, of Mediapolis at the 
Henry County Jail in Cam-
bridge, Ill., on a warrant for 
prohibited act by a registrant. 
She remained in custody.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

FORT MADISON - Dollhouse Dreams featured a Take Back Childhood Pro-
gram from Melissa and Doug on Saturday. Owner Brenda Derr said the events 
were well attended with more than 16 local children coming in for treats, a free 
toy, and activities for children and parents alike. Then children were treated to 
free ice cream at the ice cream parlor. The program was from 11 to 3. Each child 
was given a notebook with instructions on how to play with the toy as well as dif-
ferent activities and a scavenger hunt throughout the store. Sabrina Fullhart was 
the official toy tester coordinator for the event.

Photo courtesy of Dollhouse Dreams

Dollhouse Dreams holds Take 
Bake Childhood day Saturday

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

https://www.facebook.com/dollhousedreams
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is 
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.

Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:
• Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn 

your skin on contact.
• Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals 

if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
• Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under 

normal working conditions.
• Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when 

exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or 
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your 
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

• Fertilizers 
• Herbicides 
• Insecticides 
• Pesticides 
• Household Cleaning Products 
• Auto Cleaning Products
• Antifreeze 
• Motor Oil 

Acceptable HHW Items:

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you 
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Help GRRWA Keep Your 
Community Hazard Free!

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave

Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

• Car Batteries 
• Rechargeable Batteries 
• Oil Based Paints 
• Paint Thinners 
• Propane Tanks 
• Swimming Pool Chemicals 
• Florescent Light Bulbs 
• And More

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com   I   facebook.com/grrwa

I

FAIRFIELD - The Holy Trinity cross-country team competed in the first 
grade-specific event of the season Saturday at Fairfield Waterworks hosted by Pekin 
High School.

The boys had entrants in the 10th and 11th grade events winning the 10th grade 
event with 13 points anchored by Matt Hellige’s 2nd place finish at 17:47 just five sec-
onds off the leader’s pace. Blake Crabtree to 2nd place at 19:06 and Jacob Mohrfeld 
finished the top scorers for HTC with a 7th place finish at 20:40 to seal with the win 
with 13 points. Wyatt Hellman took 15th place with a 23:39 time.

Josh Barr finished in 13th place in the 11th grade run with a 23:58 time.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

ANAMOSA - The Fort Madison boys 
and girls varsity cross-country teams got 
a look at some different runners over the 
weekend and still put three runners in 
the top five.

Aaron Steffensmeier had one of his 
best finishes of the year taking second 
place in the 5K run with a 17:36 time 
just :21 off the leader Will Dehaan from 
Central DeWitt.

Dayne Cordray who has been finish-
ing right on Steffensmeier’s heels for 
most of the season, finished in 10th 
place with a 18:05 time, which had the 
Hounds in 2nd place through the top 10, 
but the next Hound to finish was Nathan 
Steffensmeier at 23rd with 19:06 mark 
to give the Hounds a third place finish 
overall

Scoring takes the top five finishers for 
each team so the last two to figure in 
the scoring were Elton Kruse at 26 with 
a 19:12 time and Noah Sissel at 33rd 

finishing the run at 19:25.  Owen Kruse 
finished in 35th place and Miguel Trejo 
finished in 48th place.

“Our boys continue to run very well. 
Aaron and Dayne have been very solid 
all season and the rest of the boys are 
following their lead. I have been im-
pressed. Our girls are running well too 
and continue to to improve,” said boys 
and girls head coach Brian Mendez.

Sierra Howardson took third in the 
5K run with a 19:58, 40 secs off the pace. 
Brett Schneider came in fifth place with 
a 20:47 time, which when factoring in 
how cross-country meets are scored, put 
them in first place for about two minutes 
and 20 seconds.

The next FMHS runner to finish the 
event was Elizabeth Miller who took 
31st place with a 23:10 time.  Claire 
Mendez finished in 38th place with a 
23:34 time. Ashlynn Haas rounded out 
the top five finishers for the Blood-
hounds with a 49th place finish at 24:48 
giving the Hounds a total of 126 points 
behind Monticello, Anamosa, Solon, 
Cascade and Central DeWitt.

Miho Shiria finished in 56th place and 
Lauren King took 58th to round out the 
places for the Hounds.

HTC 10th graders win at Pekin meet

FMHS boys 3rd, girls 
6th at Anamosa Invite
Steffensmeier 2nd 
overall in boys race

Aaron Steffensmeier, front right, took 2nd place at the Anamosa Invita-
tional on Saturday. Dayne Cordray (574) finished in 10th place as the 
Bloodhounds took 3rd place at the meet.

PCC File photo

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953

Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

http://www.grrwa.com
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Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis
is now seeing patients

on Wednesdays
in the downtown

Fort Madison office

Brighten your world
with a beautiful smile

Schedule your appointment today 

www.drmarkdds.com

Dr. Jonathan Dingeldein

 
Mon-Thur: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis

 
Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
726 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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Classifieds

Boulders Inn & Suites 
Fort Madison, Iowa

4901 Ave O
Fort Madison, IA 52627

Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Elevated Comfort.

 We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs! 
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting 

Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
    - Mark M. 

Like us on Facebook!

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Open
Mic
Night

 Wednesdays
7:00pm

1135 Ave. E • Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

Eternelle’ Beaute’ Full Service Salon
1302 Ave. G • Ft. Madison, Ia

Call Sarah: 319-371-0637 for an appointment

Sarah Harworth
Cosmotologist

Tue - Men’s Cuts $10
Wed - Free Trim w/ Color Service
Thur - $10 Off Full Hi-Light
Fri - 20% Off Any 2 Services
Sat - Kid’s Cuts $12
*Specials Valid with Sarah Only!

WEEKLY SPECIALS! 

Buy Local

Buy Fresh

Every Monday 
at the

Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison 
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

RAIN 
OR 

SHINE!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Homemade Pastries & Pies

& so much MORE!

Follow us on Facebook 

Click here 
for more
details!

Have Questions?
 Call 319-372-5471

6th Annual Ladies Golf Outing
Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course 

September 22nd, 2017
Registration: 3:00 PM • Tee Off: 4:00 PM

Contact the Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce for more details. 
319-372-5471 • chamber@fortmadison.com • 614 9th St. Ft. Madison, Ia

Click this ad to register your team (space is limited)

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

Save for 
a rainy 
year.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I’ll be 
there to show you rates and terms that can help 
you reach your goal.
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., 
Bloomington, IL1501580

Get a 11 Month CD
FDIC-insured CD

1.25APY*
%

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

*Annual Percentage Yield as of  06/28/17. Advertised rates are subject to change at the
Bank’s discretion. The minimum balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.

Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some
products and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available

for terms less than 12 months. Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711 or
use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

RODEO PARK REHAB
Short-term

rehabilitation

Fully equipped state-of-the-art
therapy gym

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff

“Giddy Up & Go Home!”
We’ll get you ready to:

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Advertise your
service business

90 days • Only $7499

2x2 Businss Card Size Ad

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com

Email your ad
classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.facebook.com/EternelleBeauteFullServiceSalon/
http://www.fortmadison.com/main-street/
http://www.fortmadison.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/2017-Ladies-Golf-Registration-Form.pdf
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://themadison.biz/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/pdf
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

Your Story Begins at 

Home

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Brand New Listings

118 Avenue E • West Point
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166662

3032 Avenue E • Fort Madison
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166815

15 15th Street • Fort Madison
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20166815

939 Avenue G
Turn Key Office Space

Listing #20165675

2188 Old Denmark Road E
14.65 acres • 638,514 sq. ft.

Listing #20162574

48th Street
50.82 acres • 2,213,719 sq. ft.

Listing #20162779

Land & Commercial Spaces

Reduced

Reduced

2634 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165688

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Happily ever after...

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

1031 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166255

721-723 Avenue D
4BR • 3BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166346

307 9th Street
2BR • 2BA

Listing #20166492

620 34th Street
2BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165503

2160 Grand Venture Avenue 
3BR • 4BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165295

604 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20165688

536 Avenue C
2BR • 1BA

Listing #20166078

530 Avenue C
3BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166051

3569 Hwy 16, Wever
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20165958

1212 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166382

2709 Avenue M
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166516

721 Maple Street, Donnellson
3BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166590

(319) 372-4040 • 903 Avenue G • Fort Madison • www.seia.rapmls.com

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.

Give us a call today or click here to search them!

...sooner than you Dreamed

Once 
Upon 
A 

Time

2002 Avenue G
3BR • 2BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20166517

225 Avenue E
4BR • 2BA • 3 car garage

Listing #20165899

834 Avenue F
3BR • 1BA

Listing #20166461

412 24th Street
2BR • 2BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20166236

307 South 5th Street, Farmington 
5BR • 2.50BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20164117

1712 Avenue E
4BR • 1.50BA

Listing #20164725

4911 Bluff Road
3BR • 1.75BA • 2 car garage

Listing #20164861

403 10th Street
5BR • 3BA

Listing #20166615

211 Main Street, Montrose
2BR • 1BA • 2 car garage

Listing #2014279

1315 Avenue E
3BR • 1BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20164148

4613 Avenue L
3BR • 1.75BA • 1 car garage

Listing #20163423

www.teamssi.com

Like Us On Facebook!

We Place 
People First

Now Hiring
for the following positions:

319-246-1294
4502 Avenue O 
Ft. Madison, Ia

Press Operators - All shifts available. Fort Madison, IA
$8.75+/Hr.

 
Packer - 1st Shift. Hamilton, IL

$10.00/Hr.

Packer - 1st and 2nd Shift. Fort Madison, IA
$9.00/Hr. (with potential to increase)

Packer - All Shifts Available. Keokuk, IA
$10.00/Hr. - $10.50/Hr.

APPLY IN PERSON OR ONLINE TODAY! 
Team Staffing Solutions is an Equal Opportunity employer!

choose your career at West Liberty Foods
One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

EVEN
BIGGER

2nd Shift – Slicer Technicians
Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay: $16.67 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift – General Production
Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay: $11.50 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Now Hiring
Multiple Packer 

Positions
Ft. Madison,

Keokuk & Hamilton

Team Staffing Solutions is 
now hiring for Packers in 
Fort Madison, Keokuk and 
Hamilton. All shifts are avail-
able. $9.00 - $10.50 per hour, 
some positions available 
with pay increase potential.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Now Hiring
Press Operators
in Fort Madison

Team Staffing Solutions 
is now hiring for Press 
Operators. All shifts are 
available. $8.75 per hour.
Apply in person at Team Staff-
ing Solutions, 4502 Avenue 
O, Fort Madison, IA 52627 or 
online at www.teamssi.com.
Team Staffing Solutions is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

To donate or volunteer, go to UNITEDWAY.ORG. 
BECAUSE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE LIVE UNITED.

READ ME
Mechanical set up in Indd for easy resize
Please note when resizing: the image of rope 
that falls onto the white text box is a separate 
image on the top layer with a gradient fx 
applied at top edges.

Thanks to our work with NFL PLAY 60, we’ve brought fun fi tness programs 
to more than 35,000 kids. And it can happen here too.

WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS ACTIVE PLAY EVERY DAY.
WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS

IS ACTIVE PLAY EVERY DAY.

#ShopLocal
Support your local

business community!

319-246-1294
Like Us On Facebook!

JOB FAIR
Tues., Sept. 26th
10:00am - 2:00pm
at Bagcraft Papercon
2068 303rd Avenue • Ft. Madison

We place people first!

Team Staffing is hosting a job fair at Bagcraft Papercon. 
Multiple placement opportunites are available. 

Plant Tours

On-Site Interviews!

Giveaways
Refreshments

Executive Director

United Way of the Great River Region which serves Lee 
County in Iowa, Hancock County in Illinois and Clark Coun-
ty in Missouri is seeking an Executive Director to manage all 
aspects of a non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
lives in the area of health, education and financial stability.
  
Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Exec-
utive Director is responsible for all administrative, fund-
raising, fund distribution, operations, donor and commu-
nity relations of the organization. The Executive Director 
is also responsible for developing key external and inter-
nal collaborations, partnerships, relationships and grant 
writing which include the Board of Directors, community 
partners, leaders and staff. The Executive Director will 
manage full-time and part-time staff as well as multiple 
volunteers with various responsibilities as aligned with 
the UWGRR strategic plan.  College degree with major 
in business, management or marketing is encouraged.  
Non-profit experience, particularly with United Way a plus.

This is a full-time salaried position.  Salary is negotiable.  
Benefits include vacation and sick pay.   United Way of 
the Great River Region is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Send letters of application and resumes to: 
Pam Bierwirth, UWGRR President  

pam-bierwirth@hotmail.com
or PO Box 251, Keokuk, IA  52632 

Deadline for application is September 30, 2017

http://seia.rapmls.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://careers.wlfoods.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.teamssi.com
http://www.unitedway.org
http://www.teamssi.com
mailto:pam-bierwirth%40hotmail.com?subject=Executive%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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From the Front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
MON 25 Sep

Light Rain
High– 88.7º F | Low – 70.0º F

TUE 26 Sep

Partly Cloudy
High– 88.3º F | Low – 69.5º F

WED 27 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 69.1º F | Low – 51.4º F

THU 28 Sep

Clear Skies
High – 73.6º F | Low – 60.0º F

FRI 29 Sep

Clear Skies
High– 71.9º F | Low – 53.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

Are you a Cross Country Alumni? Need an 
early Christmas gift idea?  Click this ad or 
go to the url above to support our program. 
Reference Coach Mendez as you check out, 
and he will make sure you get your product.

Contact him after ordering at
brian.mendez@fmcsd.org

so he has your contact information

Support your FMHS 
Cross Country Team

Shop Custom FMHS Cross Country Gear
shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396

• Scholarships to local High School Seniors
• Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA)

• Operation Warm (Coat Project)
• Central Park

• International Projects
• Polio Plus

• Community Grant Matches
• Riverview Games

When you support your Rotary, you support

1 Dozen Roses

Delivered

Only $20ea

Orders accepted through 
Sept. 26 & will be delivered 

by Oct. 13

Contact any FM Rotary Club member or 
Call Matt (563) 650-5272
or Janelle (319) 470-4011

Love planted a rose,
and the world turned sweet.

through the slightly tint-
ed windows last night. 
It was emotional. Even 
more so for me, and I 
would assume, my wife.

Our daughter, who’s 
attending the University 
now was seated in the 
student section. When 
the crowd waved it took 
me back to when she was 
in the Pediatric inten-
sive care unit at U of I 
Hospitals and Clinics 
for four days after being 
diagnosed with Type 1 
diabetes. In the grand 
scheme of things she has 
a condition as far as I’m 
concerned. One that, 
because of the relentless 
pursuit of a cure of this 
disease that costs Amer-
icans $12 billion annu-
ally, takes a toll on her 
body every day, but she 

courageously goes about 
building her future with 
this beast lingering in the 
back of her mind.

Almost one year ago, 
she had a seizure at 
home and if it wasn’t for 
a quick thinking friend 
who spent the night, who 
alerted mom and dad, 
things could have turned 
out worse than they did. 
But I witnessed what that 
disease is. Right then and 
there. The U of I medical 
team that trained her 
mom and I on what to do 
in those situations, in my 
mind, saved her life that 
day. But with what they 
do and groups like JDRF, 
Dexcom, OneTouch, and 
others, her life is literally 
saved every day.

We were at a restau-
rant on a day after an 

appointment where our 
daughter had been poked 
and prodded for about 
3 hours checking all her 
blood levels not even a 
year after her diagno-
sis. She had to take an 
injection of insulin before 
eating. She doesn’t have 
to do that now thanks to 
advances in technology, a 
pump does it for her. But 
at that time, she discreetly 
did it under the table. A 
woman sitting across the 
way noticed the injection 
and came over and told 
us she was offended that 
our daughter would do 
that at the table.

I told the lady to go 
back to her table. My wife 
lost... her... mind. The 
ready-for-jail - like lost 
her mind.

Those of you that 
know Lee know her to 
be extremely mild-man-
nered. She exploded. 
We removed ourselves 
from that situation, but 
it’s something that at the 
time, I thought, this is 
who we are? We’re this 
self-consumed and cold 
that this could happen in 
Iowa?

The restaurant went 
above and beyond their 
role in the ordeal and sev-
eral people came over and 
apologized. Two weeks 
ago when we attended 
the game and the crowd 

waved and those children 
and families waved back, 
I thought about that mo-
ment. In a flash of cheers 
and smiles and tears, I 
thought of my daughter 
who was sitting over in 
the student section of the 
college that she’s wanted 
to attend since she was a 
kid.

These children are 
battling for their lives up 
there with diseases and 
conditions more critical 
than Type 1 Diabetes, and 
one can’t help but think 
that kind of human emo-
tional energy is having 
some kind of impact. It’s 
palpable. You can fill it on 
your skin. ESPN hangs 
out over the first quarter 
deciding not to make 
money with commercials, 
but to show America 
what’s happening in Iowa.

National news networks 
have been carrying and 
commenting on the new 
tradition.  On the way 
up to Iowa City Saturday 
afternoon, I suggested 
to my wife that Kinnick 
can never get away from 
it. She said they should 
never, ever stop doing it. 
It should happen forev-
er. Short of moving that 
stadium or that hospital 
these kids get a wave of 
love and support about 
six times a year from 
70,000 people.

kind of critter it was that had gotten my hen, by golly it 
was time for a little payback.

The next morning I anxiously checked the trap. 
Nothing. The second morning the same thing. On the 
forth morning, the morning of this writing, bingo. 
The trap yielded up a not-so-ferocious looking, gray-
striped pussycat. I had suspected it might be a cat 
because (one) it had not carried the carcass off, and 
(two) I had seen a cat around the chicken house on a 
previous occasion.

Now, what to do with the cat? Is it feral? I will check 
with the neighbors, the closest one being a quarter of 
a mile away. If no one claims it I will turn it in to the 
county vet. Mystery solved, for the time being anyway.

For all the trauma and nighttime activity, the hens 
(I’m down to 11 now) haven’t missed a beat on laying. 

About every third egg is a double-yolker, and the eggs 
are getting nice sized. Ginnie and I have microwave 
eggs in-a-bowl just about every morning for break-
fast, with bacon bits and cheese. Pretty soon we’ll have 
enough eggs to start giving them away. Nice brown 
eggs. Ginnie will be very popular at work.

At our garage sale during Old Threshers, a lady said 
she had a couple of hens she didn’t want. She was tired 
of them messing on her patio. Would I take them?

Sure.
I don’t know how they’ll get along with my hens, but 

it might make for another story.
Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. 

Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
yahoo.com or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are 
also read at 106.3 FM in Farmington.

The “Empty Nest” seems to be growing
SWARM - Continued from Page 1

TRADITION - Continued from Page 1

Kids at Stead deserve the attention

http://shop.fancloth.com/52627/311396
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/curt.swarm
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